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XJI5’I03Sr C0R3RE5SI>03MDE;]SrCID, ETC. 

[AxjausT 1, 1864. — For Grant to Halleck, in re^yard to sending Sheri- 
lan to command troops in the Shenandoah Valley, &c., see Vol. 
COlVn, Part II, p. 558.] 


[Attoxjst 1, 1864.— For Grant to Meade (9.30 a. m.), relating to losses 
n the attack of July 30, and suggesting an investigation of the failure, 
&c., see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 134.] 


EtBADQXJARTEBS ARMY OR tTHE POTOMAO, 

August 1, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

In reply to my lettert to General Lee, T received this morning about 
6 o’clock a lettert from General Beauregard, consenting to a truce from 
5 to 9, for the puri) 0 se of burying the dead and removing the wounded. 
The firing has been resumed, but no report yet received from General 
Burnside as to the numbers on the field. General Burnside reports his 
losses as amounting to 2,000 killed and wounded and 2,500 missing. 
On being called on to explain the occurrence of such a large number of 
missing the accompanying dispatch was received.} As this, dated at 
9.10 p. m. July 31, was the first report of any kind made to me since 
leaving Burnside’s headquarters with yourself, the justice of attribut- 
ing this apparently disgraceful flight to the order authorizing the with- 
drawal can be judged of. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Omeral. 


^ For Correspondence, etc., Irom October 1, 1864, to December 31, 1864, see Part III. 
t See Vol. Part III, pp. 691, 821. 
t See Vol. XL, Part I, p. 146. 

(Ji) 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac^ 

August 1861 — 1.15 m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Gomdg, Army of the Potomac^ at Lieut. Gen. Graufs Hdqrs. : 

Tlie bigual ofticei* on Jerusaleui plank road reports: 

Two thousand cavalry passed to our lett on AVeldoii railroad; were lorty-foiir 
mimitefe in i)assing, commencing at 10.05, Ibllowed by hfteon ambnlanc< s. 


A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of tStaff. 


(Copy to General Sheridan.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August f 1861 — 1.30 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Gomdg. Army of the Potomac^ Hdqrs. of Lieut. Gen. Grant : 
Three deserters from Mahone’s division, who ca-me in this inorning? 
state that Heth’s division returned on Saturday night and took its old 
position on the right. They say that they heard that Wilcoxes division 
returned. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Geiieral and Chief of ktaff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August f 1861. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserter, who left the trenches 8 p. m. yesterday, says up to the time 
he left he heard of no troops returning here. WrighPs and Mahone’s 
brigades were still in support of Johnson’s division, near the mine. 
Can’t learn what has taken their xilace on enemy’s right. 

J. MoEOTEE, 

Cajytaln^ cOe. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General’s Dept., 

August 1, 1861. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Three deserters from the twelfth and Porty-eighth Mis- 
sissippi Eegiments, of Mahone’s division, who left the piciket-line last 
night at 12 o’clock, came in this morning and report substantially as 
follows; On the morning of the 30th ultimo, after the explosion of the 
mine, Sanders’, Wright^, and Mahone’s brigades left the trenches to 
drive our men from their works. Einegan’s brigade retained its posi- 
tion next to Johnson’s division. Harris’ brigade deployed in one rank 
and occupied the position in the trenches vacated by Sanders, Wright, 
and Mahone. The three last-named brigades they think are lying in 
reserve of Johnson’s division, Heth’s division arrived there on ISatur-^ 
day night and took a position on the right of Mahone’s division, . When 
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tliese men were at tlieir brigade^ last they had closed up to their old 
position, Fiuegan remaining on their left and Iletli’s division on their 
right. They heard that W.ilcox’s division had also returned. They 
have had negro prisoners, whom they captured from us, at work exhum- 
ing their dead from the mine. They had from 200 to 250 iiegTo prisoners 
at work there. They all say that they have seen many battle-fields, but 
never saw so many dead men lying on the same space of ground as 
they saw there. They say that the most of them appeared to be killed 
by artillery, as they were horribly mangled. They also state that their 
men are at work rebuilding the fort which was blown up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. McEOTEE, 

Captain and Assistant Frovost Marshal, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost- Marshal-General, 

August i, 1864, 

General Humphreys: 

Private Thompson, of the Second Florida Regiment, Perry’s brigade, 
came in this morning and reports that he left the picket-line about 12‘ 
o’clock last night. He was in the trenches just before dark, and up 
to that tijne no re-enforcements had arrived that he had heard of. 
Mahoue’s and Wright’s brigades are still in position near the mine. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. MoENTEE, 

Captain and Assistant FrovosPMarshul, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August i, 186L 

Ool. G. H. Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserters report that Heth’s division returned Saturday evening and 
took position on the right of Mahone, joining Harris’ brigade, Wright’s, 
Mahone’s, and Sanders’ brigades are lying in reserve for Johnson’s 
division. They also think that Wilcox’s division has retunied, and 
were told that all the troops winch followed Second Corps to north of 
James had returned. Finegan is between Harris and Johnson’s divis- 
ion. 

J. McEOTEE, 

Captahij &c. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 1^ 1861 — 9 a, m. 

Captain Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : • 

Parties of enemy at work on embrasure in redoubt at Gregory’s 
house, also on new work half a mile to right and rear of Gregory’s 
house. 

L S. LYOK, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 
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[Chjlp. LIV. 


AtTOXTST 1, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

Labor is beinp: performed on redoubts to left of Gregory’s bouse. 
Four teams have been employed in drawing logs to work on fort, half 
a mile to left of Gregory’s house. To what use they are put cannot be 
seen. A fort, or very high, short embankment, is being constructed 
one-half mile northwest of Gregory’s house. It will command the 
«?hole area behind their front 'line of works to the right and left of 
Gregory’s house. 

I. S. LYOlSr, 

Lieutenant a>ncl Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Sional Departiment, 

August 1, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following message has just been received, and is 
respectftilly forwarded: 


Plank Road Station, August 1864 . 

* At 6 a. m. 75 prisoners’' passed to onr left on Weldon railroad. Large details are 
wor'king on fort near Weldon railroad. Lines in our front remain the same as 
reported yesterday. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

By order: 

WM. S. STEYKBE, 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps. 


Maior Fisher: 

Can the signal officers at plank road distinguish uniforms of men 
passing along Weldon railroad*? 

A. A. n., 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Jordan\H llouse^ August L 1864. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A column of cavalry is going into Petersburg on the Eichmond road. 
Twenty minutes in passing a point. Twenty-eight wagons and seven 
teen ambulances have passed. 

T. E. CLAEK, 
Captain and Signal Officer^ 


Jordan’s House, August 1, 1864---11 a. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

About as many more cavalry and wagons have passed in same direc- 
tion since last report. 

T. E. CLAEK, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


See Fulton to Stryker, 1.30 p. m., p. 7. 
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Hdqrs, Aemy of the PotomaOj Signal Department, 

Angust 1^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

General: I have the honor to forward the following dispatch just 
received from the station on right and rear of Eighteenth Corps : 


Witliiii the last hour upward of 100 wagons, with a large number of straggling 
horsemen, have passed an open space in the southern outskirts of the city left of 
lead-works toward the enemy ^s front. Wagons still passing. 

DAVIS, 

Captain, 


I am, 
By order: 


general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

Fimi Lientenant and Adjutant Signal Corps. 


Major Fisher : * 

At what hour was this observed*? Return to me at once. 

A. A. H. 


Plank Eoad, August f 1864, 


Major Fisher: 

At 11.30 a. m. a train of thirty-three wagons and eleven ambulances 
passed to our left on Weldon railroad; 1.15 p. m. a train of sixty-eight 
wagons, with cavalry guard, followed on same road. 

FULTOK, 

Signal Sergeant 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 1, 1864. 

Sergeant Fulton: 

The commanding general desires to know how you recognized the 
prisoners reported this niorning as belonging to our army. Your reports 
are good. Send them in as frequently as any change occurs within 
your obsei'vation. 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

Adjutant, 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 1, 1864 — 1.80 p. m. 

Lieut. William S. Stryker; 

1 reported them pioneers, not prisoners. The mistake, likely, was 
made in its transmittal by telegraph from Fifth Army Corps. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 1, 1864 — 5 p, m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 4 p. m. 150 cavalry passed to our left on same road (Weldon rail- 
road) as before reported. Ko other movements visible since last report. 

H. W. FULTOK, 
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OPERATIONS IK BE. VA. AND N. C. 


CChap. LIV. 


IIeabqi'arterb Army of the Potomac, 

Aiignst 1864 — 6 u.m. 

OOMMAKDINO OFFICER PiFTH CORPS: 

A cessation of hostilities until 9 a. in. to-day has been agreed upon, 
to enable us to bring in the wounded and dead between the lines. Ko 
officers or men will be permitted to advance beyond our lines, except 
such as are detailed to bring off the wounded and dead, and no com- 
munication will be had with the enemy. 

By command of Major-General Meade : ’ 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

(Same to commanding officers of Kinth and Eighteenth Corps.) 


Headquarters Secokd Army Corps, 

August 1, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. G. K, Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General : I wish you would let me know when you are ready to 
relieve my batteries on the line on the left flank. If you desire it I can 
lend you the batteries until such time as you can spare them. 

Yours, truly, 

WIlSrFD S. HAN'COCK, 

Ilajor- General of Vohinteers, 


Headquarters Fifth Army'' Corps, 

Atignst I, 1864 — 1,50 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General; On account of my small infantry force I did not intend to 
post new batteries on the line. I have two in reserve that I can send 
in when I send in my infantry reserves. 1 calculate I shall have time 
for that. I informed yoiu* staff* officer last night that I did not want 
batteries in position along the line, and that yours could be withdrawn 
at any time. 

Bespectfully, 

G. K. WABEEN", 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army’- Corps, 

August ly 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General y Army of the Potomac: 

General; I have the honor to report that my troops on the left 
flank have been entirely withdrawn, having been relieved by General 
Warren’s command, with the exception of two batteries. These I am 
to withdraw at pleasure, in accordance with an understanding to that 
effect with General Warren. The Second Division is encamped in the 
wood between the Southall house and NTorfolk railroad. The other 
divisions occupy their old camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIHF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General of Volunteer Sy Commanding Second Corps, 
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CORRESPONDEKCE, ETC. UN'ION. 

HEADt^XTAliTEEH FiFTH ARMY OoRPS, 

August 1^ 186 i — IJO a. m. 
The followiii^^, just received, is forwarded for the information of the 
major-general commanding: 

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

July SI, 18b4 — 12,30 j). m. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: The division officer of the day reports at 7 p. ni. that a column of rebel 
infantry was moving this afternoon to our left for one hour and a half, followed by 
a tram of ambulances. Also the troops massed in front of the picket-line of my left 
brigade have left, and that there are now more troops occupying bi oast- works in 
their front than there have been for several days. That some inovemcmt of horsemen 
was seen, supposed to be w.itr-riim urt’Ei-ry horses. That in fiont of iny right they 
repitched their tents again .li.- ;.'r,enio,iL.. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CRAWFORD, 
Brigadi er- (renera Z, Com m am ding, 

a. K. WAREEJ^, 

Major- General. 


IlEADQITARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, 

A%igiist 7, 1864 — 9,50 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1 : 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the night. A 
dispatch was received this a. m. respecting the flag of truce, and the 
necessary instructions given to the command. One deserter from Fifth 
Florida was received last night and sent up. 

G. K. WAEEEF, 

Major-Generah 


ITEADCilTARTERS FlPTII CORPS, 

August 7, 1861 — 9 i). m. 


Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 


I have the honor to report all quiet in my front to-day. A detail of 
300 men is at work to-night at the battery on General GrifliiPs Mt, 
under Captain Gillespie, IJ. S. Engineers. 

G. K. WAEEEhT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August j(, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. E. Burnside, 

Commanding Ninth Gorjgs: 

The commanding general desires that you report as soon as practica- 
ble the number of wounded brought in, and also the number of dead 
buried during the cessation of hostilities this morning. 

S. WILLIAMS, 

’ Assistant Adjutant-General. ^ 
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[rnAP. Lm 


HEADliTTARTEBS NiNTH ARMY CoEPS, 

August 1, J8Gi — 11.30 a. m. 

General S. Williams, 

A&ishtaHt Adjutant-General : 

About 220 dead u'ere found between tlic lines and are now buried. 
About twenty wounded were found and brought in. These men were 
mostly colored troops. I understand that as the trenches for burial of 
the dead were not finished at 9 o’clock, the truce was informally con- 
tinued till the dead could be buried. I have sent a staff officer out to 
ascertain the facts and will report. 

A. E. BTJENSIEE, 

Major-General. 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Headqdaetees IsTinth Aejit Corps, 

No. 35. ) Before Petersburg, Va., August 1, 186 i. 

In relieving Capt. W. H. Harris, chief of ordnance, from duty with 
this corps, in compliance with the ordei’s of the Secretary of Wai’, the 
commanding general regrets the loss of an officer distinguished for his 
able and thorough conduct of the affairs of his department. In the 
campaign of this corps in East Tennckssee, and during the present 
operations in Virginia, while faithfully discharging, often under cir- 
cumstances of the utmost difficulty, the important duties of his position, 
his usefulness has never been confined to its limits, but has always 
been forward when the occasion required to assume with alacrity and 
coui-age the office of an aide. The commanding general parts from him 
with the highest appreciation of his services and respect for himself, 
and his best wishes for his future welfare. 

By command of Major-General Burnside : 

LEVHS EIOHMOND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADCilTAETEES SECOND DIVISION, NiNTH AEMY' GOEPS, 

Before Petersburg, Va., A ugust 1, 1861. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Corjgs; 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that a detail from my command 
relieved the brigade of the Eighteenth Corps, occupying the line on 
my front at 9 o’clock. At the time of relieving there was brisk mus- 
ketry firing, which soon ceased, and everything has remained quiet 
until this time. There is a flag of truce now flying and details are 
engaged in burying the dead and bringing in the wounded. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BOBT. B. POTTER, 
Brigadier- General, Gonmandii^. 


Headqijaetees Second Division, Ninth Aemy Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va., August 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Ni/nfh Army Corps : 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that a detail was sent from 
each brigade of this division during the suspension of hostilities this 



Chap, LI'V.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


11 


morning', 'which assisted to bury the dead and remove the -wounded 
lying in front of my line. There has been aiiusiial quiet on the ft*ont 
for the i)ast twelve hours with nothing of importance to report. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EGBERT B. POTTER, 
Brigadler-Oenercd^ (Jommcmdhig, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 9th Army Corps, 

No. 88. ) Before Betershurg^ T7/., August f 1864. 

I. The Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Yeteran Volunteers are 
temporarily transferred to the Second Brigade of this division for the 
purpose of equalizing the commands. 

II. Lieut. Col. Henry Pleasants, Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylva- 
nia Yeteran Volunteer Infantry, is hereby assigned to the command of 
the Second Brigade of this division. 

By command of" Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAML. WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant- Qener ah 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

A iigust f 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Brigadier-General White, Chief of Staff: 

General : 1 have the honor to report a quiet night in my front. 
My men abstained from firing on account of the wounded on this vslope 
of the Crater and between the lines. The truce for burying dead, &c., 
is now being observed. My rifle-pits were greatly strengthened with 
abatis and sand-bags during the night. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Br iga d ler- Gen era 1. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ TV/., Avgust 7, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, 

Assistmt Adjutant-General^ Ninth Army Gorj^s: 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report no change on iny front the last 
twelve hours. The enemy have had a strong force at work on the ex- 
ploded fort the last few hours. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Gam;p near Petm'slurg^ Th., August i, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, Assistant Adjutcmt-Qeneral: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that General Cutler’s division 
of the Fifth Corps was relieved at 11 o’clock last evening by Colonel 
Thomas’ brigade. Nothing unusual occurred during the night on my 
front. 

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

EDW. FERRBRO, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
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Hdqbs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomao, 

August 7, lbi)4. 

Brigadier-General Torbert, 

Commanding First Cavalry Division^ City Foinfj TTif. ; 

The general commanding directs that you stop shii)ping your artil- 
lery, and that you embark your cavalry as rapidly as possible. 

Very lespectfully, 

JAS. W. FOBSYTIT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of tltaff. 


Hbqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

MoCantds^ near Norfolk Railroad^ August 1, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. H. Wilson, 

Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

General : The general commanding directs that [you] move one of the 
brigades of your division over to Lee’s Mill early to-morrow morning and 
relieve General Kantz’s division, now picketing in that vicinity. Gen- 
eral Kautz will hand over, for the guidance of the commanding ofticer 
of the brigade detailed by you, his instructions on this subject. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff, 


Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August f 186 i — 6 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Chapman, commanding Second Brigade, will move 
with his command to Lee’s Mill at once and relieve General Kaiitz’s 
division, now picketing in that vicinity. General McIntosh, command- 
ing First Brigade, will relieve the legiment of the Seccmd Brigade on 
picket here with one of his regiments, and the former, upon being re- 
lieved, will proceed to Lee’s Mill to join its brigade. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBBRT, 

Ass i sin n t A dj u ta n t- Qen era L 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and E’orth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

' uiugust i, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

General: The signal officer at the Water Battery reports at 7.25 a. 
m. that a train of fifty-four wagons and ten ambulances has just crossed 
Chaffin’s farm, going west. The signal officer at Spring Hill reports 
that at 4.45 a. in. a train passed the Junction toward Richmond. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 
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AxTGtTST 1, 1864—10.30 a- m. 

Lientenant-Colonel Bowees, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ City Point: 

Signal officers at Spring Hill and at tourer report that they see a 
column of 3,000 to 4,000 cavalry passing Junction going toward Peters- 
burg: also baggage and forage train of sixty wagons. 

J. W. SHAPFEK, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Watee Batteey Signal Station, 

August 1, 186d — 7.30 a. m. 

Captain Hoeton: 

Pour thousand or 5,000 cavalry crossed Chaf&n’s farm this a. m. going 
west. 

G. S. DANA, 

Captain, Signal Corps, IT. S. Army. 


Hdqes, Dept, of Vieginia and Noeth Oaeolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officee, 

August 1, 186d. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Genbeal: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 7.45 a. m. that 
eleven empty cars passed the Junction toward Petersburg. 

Veiy respectfully, &c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Seeing Hill Signal Station, 

August 1, 1864 — 9.45 a. m. 

Captain Noeton: 

A long column of cavalry (about 3,000) and thh-ty baggage wagons 
just passed the Junction on turnpike going toward Peter. sburg; also 
twenty-two wagons, loaded with forage, toward Eichmoud. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Vieginia and Noeth Caeolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officee, 

August 1, 1864 — 10.45 a. m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffee, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 10 a. m. that 
another column of about 1,600 cavalry and forty-two wagons had just 
passed the Junction toward Petersburg. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yteginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief SiaNAL Officer, 

August i, 1864 — 12 m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff': 

Colonel: The following di&patch has just been received and is re- 
si)ectfally forwarded : 

apKiNCr Hill Signal Siation, 

Augubt 1, 1864 — 11,45 a, m. 

Captain Norton : 

One regiment of infantry and forty wagons on turnpike just passed the Junction 
toward Petersburg. 

A. G. SIMONS, 
Lieutenant and Acting Signal 


Yery respectfully, &c.. 


L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August Ij 1864 — 8,50 p, m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 3.30 p. m. 
about 2,000 cavalry and thirty-five wagons passed the railroad junc- 
tion going toward Petersburg.’’ 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Deep Bottom, August i, 1864 — ; p, m, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith : 

The enemy attacked my jncket-line on my right in considerable force 
about 5.30 p. in.» and drove my vedettes back to main line, but were 
repulsed on reaching there. The reserve was at once ordered up in 
season to assist in repelling a second charge and in following up and 
re-establishing my line of vedettes on the original line. I had 3 or 4 
of the Tenth Connecticut wounded. The enemy is reported to have 
sufiered considerably in the last charge. 

Eespectfully, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- General, 


August 1, 1804. 

General Foster, 

Beep Bottom: 

Your dispatch received. The commanding general thanks you and 
your troops for the gallant manner in which you repulsed the attack 
upon your lines this evening. " 


j 


J. W. SHAPFEK, 
Colonel a/nd Chief of btaff. 
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City Point, August 1, lS6i, 

General Ord, 

Seadqtiarters Eighteenth Army Gor^s : 

Lieutenant-General Grant desii*es me to say that the work to strengthen 
and perfect your defensive line should be begun at once by your 
engineer officer, who will act under the instructions of General Barnard, 
chief engineer. 

0. B. COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

August Jt, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Weitzel, 

Acting Chief of Staffs I)ept. of Virginia and E’orth Carolina : 

Sir: You will please state to the general commanding that the reduc- 
tion of my forces for duty in the trenches, by the loss of General Tur- 
ner's division, will prevent the withdrawal for organization of the col- 
ored division, or leave me with a force inadequate to meet the force ot 
the enemy in my front. My information leads me to believe they are 
stronger in my front than I would then be. At present I have to keep 
two-thirds my men in the trenches. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers j Goinmanding. 


P. S. — If the general commanding could send me forces in their stead, 
I could relieve the colored division. 

I am, sir, respectMly, &c., 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eig-htbbnth Army Corps, 

JVear Fetershurg^ Va.^ August i, 1864. 

Maj. William Eussell, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ ’Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Major: I have the honor to inform you that the Second Brigade of 
my division has been relieved from duty in General Buimside’s front, 
and are now in camp near my headquarters. 

I am, major, very respectMly, your obedient servant, 

J. B. CAEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTH Army Corps, 

August 1, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding Third Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps : 
General: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
Colonel DuncaiPs brigade move about dusk this evening to the position 
now occupied by Colonel Henryks brigade, in the rear of the position 
formerly occupied by General Turner’s division. Colonel Henry’s bri- 
gade will move away from its present position about dusk. The gen- 
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eral also directs that you order two regiments of Colonel Duncan’s bri- 
gadCj under command of a field officer, to report to General Ames after 
dark this evening, for duty in the second line of trenches. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 

WM. EUSSELL, Jr., 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqus. Third Division, EioHTBENTn Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Fa-., Atigust 1, 1861. 

Col. S. A. Duncan, 

Commanding Second Brigade : 

Colonel : Pursuant to instructions from corps headquarters you will 
move your brigade about dusk to-night to the position now occupied 
by Colonel Henry’s brigade, in the rear of the position formerly occupied 
by General Turner’s division. Colonel Henry’s brigade will move away 
from its present position about dusk. You will also order two regi- 
ments of your brigade, under command of a field officer, to report to 
General Ames after dark this evening for duty in the second line of 
trenches. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SOLON A. CAETER, 
Cajptam and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Catalry Corps, Army op the Potomac, 

McCann^Sj on the Norfolh Railroad, Axigust 1, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. A. Y. KAutz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: The general commanding directs that on your being re- 
lieved by a brigade of General Wilson’s division, you will at once move 
your entire division to position on the road leading from Prince George 
Court-House to Indian Point, near Birchett’s, and then go into camp. 
You will send one regiment of your command to Sycamore Church to 
picket the roads at or near that point leading toward Indian Point and 
Coggins’ Point. This latter dispovsition will be made to protect the 
general cattle herds of the army and the Cavalry Corps trains at In- 
dian Point. You will also picket the City Point road, connecting your 
right with the left of the Second Division i)icket-liue. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

JAS. W. FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff. 

P. S. — ^Your quartermaster was ordered last evening to bring up 
your trains to Indian Point. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Lee^s Millj Fa., August I, 1864 — 8 m. 

Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsyth, 

Acting Assistant Adjutawt-Generaly Cavalry Corps: 

I haver sent to Jones’ Neck to have the transportation come here 
with the forage on hand at that camp. I presume that arrangements 
will be made to supply the division with forage and rations through 
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the quartermaster and commissary of the oorps. It will, perhaps, 
be quite as easy to supply the dmsion from Jones’ -N'eek, as long as 
our camp remains at that point. Arrangements had been completed 
and the arms were arriving to arm the division with carbines complete 
and uniformly, which I should like to effect before the connection with 
General Butler’s command is entirely severed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

August y. kautz, 

Brigadier- General^ Go mmanding, 

Kote. — ^AU is quiet here. My command is in i)osition. The enemy’s 
pickets are close in front of mine. 

A. y. K. 


[Aug-ust 2, 1864. — For Grant to Halleck, requesting a court of in- 
quiry on the facts and circumstances attending the assault of July 30, 
see Yol. XL, Part I, p. 18.] 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

Atigast 2j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; Two deserters from the Twenty-fifth South Carolina, 
Hoke’s division, just examined at Eighteenth Corps headquarters, re- 
port the following: They say that some cooks of their regiment told 
them that they saw Kershaw’s division, of Lougstreet’s corps, take the 
cars yesterday and go south. The general supposition was that they 
were going to re-enforce General Hood. During the engagement of 
the 30th ultimo Colquitt’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, was taken fi'om 
the trenches and marched to the right. They had not yet returned to 
their old positions when informants left. They say that there are two 
field pieces mounted in rear of Hoke’s division about 200 yards beyond 
the railroad. General Martin, of Hoke’s division, has resigned, and 
Colonel Zachry, of the Twenty-seventh Georgia, is now commanding 
their brigade. They have heard rumors that their pioneers were min- 
ing in fcont of Johnson’s division (General Ord’s engineer was going 
out to have them locate the spot). Martin’s brigade is on the right of 
Hagood’s and Olingman on the left. These men left their picket-lines 
last night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JXO. MoEXTBE, 

Captain^ cfcc. 

P. 8. — These men also state that the men captured from us on the 30th 
of July are now confined at Petersburg within range of our guns, and 
that their petitions to the commanding general that they might be 
removed to a place of safety were disregarded. This was a general 
camp rumor. 

Eespectfully, 

J. MoEXTEE, 

Captain, cfco. 


2 R R— VOL XXII, PT n 
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Hdqrs. Arky op the PotomaCj Sional Department^ 

Augmt 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to report that no movement of any 
moment was visible from the several signal stations occupied. 

AI)ont 12 m. the enemy took one of the guns out of the work in the vicinity of the 
Gregory Chimneys. Fifteen men, ■^ith their knapsacks, havors.icks, <fec., moved oft 
with the gun, entering the woods in their rear, working parties going into and 
returning from same woods all the day. They are constructing works in these 
woods ; can only see small part of it ; therefore am unable to say what kind of works 
they are. 

WARTS, 

Signal Officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. FISHEB, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.^ Army of the Potomac. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Augmt 2^ 1864 — 9,30 a. m. 

Maj. B. E, Eisher: 

All quiet. !No change visible in camps oi' lines. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 2^ 1864 — 5 jp. m. 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet to-day. No movements of enemy visible from station. A 
few wagons iiassed and repassed on line of Weldon railroad. 

H. W. FULTON. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

No. 206. ) Augmt 2^ 1864. 

* * * * * * 

4. The Fourth New York Heavy Artillery is relieved from further 
service under the immediate orders of the chief of artillery, and will 
report for duty to the major-general commanding the Second Army 
Corps. 

# * He # 

By commaiid of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILHAM8, 
Assistant Adjutant- (jteneral. 


Headqua-Bters Fifth Army Corps, 

Avgttst 2, 186i — 9 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

I have the honor to report that all was (piiet in iny front during the 
uight, nothing of importance transpiring. 

G. K. WAEBEF, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 2^ 1864 — 2,30 p. m. 

Major-Greneral Humphreys: 

I was at the front redoubt ou the plank road this morning at 10 a. 
in., and it was reported to me that the sound of picking as if a gallery 
Avas being dug underneath had been heard there since yesterday morn- 
ing; this was reported yesterday, I am told, to the engineer officer and 
to Colonel Tilton, commanding the brigade, who did not think it worth 
notice. ISTo report of it came to me. I however went into the maga- 
zines and the sound of picking is constant and distinct; as many a^s 
three picks at Avork, I listened carefully and am satisfied the sound 
was not made by our troops. I at once ordered three pits to be sunk 
at different iioints and a gallery begun to the rear. I think we should 
settle the question in the shortest possible time and request that the 
engineer troops assigned to my command be returned to me for the pur- 
pose. I would also request that I be consulted in the location of the 
new defeuvsive works, and have the power to decide upon the order and 
necessity for their construction, and that the engineer officers employed 
thereupon for the time report to me and camp with my command that 
they may then have the deepest personal interest in their work; there 
has already been a good deal of unnecessary labor spent and I cannot 
afibrd more. I have l,fi00 men on picket and all the rest on line excei)t 
Ayres’ diAUsion. One thousand of this division I Avish to i)ut at once 
constructing a second line behind the salient Threatened, so tliat the 
place will become untenable to the enemy even if his mining operations 
succeed, and so that I can withdraw most of my men from it. W ith this 
preparation made, [it might] be advdsable to allow the enemy to go on, 
and let him try an assaulting column if lie wishes. At any rate 1 shall 
endeavor to ascertain for a certainty Avhat is going on underneath, if 
anything. I have necessarily other Avork and ideas of defense than 
engineer officers, and if they cannot Avork under my orders they are 
more of an injury to mo now than a benefit, 

Eespectfully, 

G. K WAKRBF, 

3£ajor’ General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 2^ 1861 — 5,15 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Your dispatch relative to mining, &c., is received, and the major- 
general commanding directs me to say your operations of counter-min- 
ing, &c., are approved, and that any additional means you require will 
be furnished. The engineer detachment igi ordered to be returned to you 
temporarily. While the commanding general cannot accede to your 
proposition to place the engineers under your command, yet lie is ready 
to receive any suggestions you may have to make in regard to their 
operations and to decide all points of difierence that may arise. The 
chief engineer was directed to confer with cor])s commanders. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquautehs Fieth Ar:viy Corps, 

August 2j 186 i — 9,15 p, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I liave tlie lionor to report that nothing of importance has occurred 
in my fcont to-day. Details numbering 1,900 men are at work to-night 
on the line. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-General. 


JBQeadquarters !NiiNTH Army Corps, 

Augtist 1864 — 9 p. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

There has not been much firing on my front to-day, though it is now 
quite brisk. The following observations are reported by Colonel Hum- 
phrey, commanding Second Brigade, Third Division: The enemy 
shows gTcat activity in strengthening their old and throwing up new 
works. The redoubt on Cemetery Hill appears completed, and arranged 
for five or six guns. A considerable work was done in smoothing down 
the ruins of the redoubt destroyed on the 30th, and a work, I think to 
be used as a covered way, leading from the ravine on the left (enemy^s 
left) diagonally across the field to this redoubt has been thrown out, 
A heavy fatigue party has also been at work during the day in front of 
the right of the hne occupied by the Fifth Corps, in a ravine running 
parallel with the enemy^s main line, and between it and his picket-line. 
A considerable quantity of lumber has been carried to this i)arty 
to-day. I have also observed more smoke from what appeared to be 
the enemy’s cami)-fii‘es than for some time past. These toes wore well 
to the rear of that part of the enemy’s line in front of the Fifth Corps. 
In the reported eoiistruction of new works between the xheket and 
main line both scantling and boards were seen. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters First Division, hliNTH Army Corps, 

Before Petershirg^ Va.^ August 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Gorjjs: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report everything quiet along our 
lines last night. The Second Brigade, occui)ying our front line, Avas 
re-enforced by 300 men from the First Brigade just after dark, and the 
line is now sufficiently full. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMBS n. LBDLIE, 

Brigadier-General, Oomdg. First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va,, Augu^st 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the Inmor to re])ort tha( nothing of importance has 

occurred eo inv Ir/iiit witliiTi flie li/^nvu on/l 
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of the enemy has been detected. The leit and center of the line held 
by my command has been strengthened where more or less destroyed 
in the operations of the 30th ultimo, and is now considered secure. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient sei'vant, 

EOBT. B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


TTeadqttartees JTinth Army Corps, 

Angnat 1861 — 11,15 a, m, 

Maj. Gren. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have returned from Eerrero’s line. He has a good position, with 
the addition of another battery and a cavalry outpost which I have 
ordered to be hirnished. The only weak x)oint on my front seems to be 
the salient where the new work is building, on which the woods press 
too closely, and I have ordered out 100 axinen to slash that down at 
once. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig-., Fourth Div., Xinth Army Corps, 

Near Petershirg^ Fu., August 1864, 

Lieut. Ool. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor herewith to report that I was relieved 
this morning as general officer of the trenches by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barnes. Nothing of importance occurred. I was captured during the 
truce and carried into the enemy^s lines. After a long and tedious 
argument, I was released, I was in the lines of the enemy ffiom about 
9 a. m. until just before daylight this morning. The abatis in front of 
the extreme left of the {Second Division is nearly destroyed and the 
breast-works weak. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. G. THOMAS, 

Col, 19th (T, S, Colored Troops and General Officer of the Trenches, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

No, 68. ) City Poin% Fu., August 1864. 

I. Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, commanding Cavahy Corps, Army of 
the Potomac, is relieved temporarily from duty in this army, and Avill 
report in person without delay to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, Chief of 
Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C., for orders. His staff will accom- 
pany him. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters {Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 2^ lS6iS a. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Army of the Fotomae: 

Geijosbal : Prisoners eaptured inform me tliat tlie whole of Dearing’s 
brigade was at or in rear of the point where the advance regiments 
were met; also, that at the iioint where the road followed by my bri- 
gade strikes the plank road, and for some distance below, the iilank 
road is defended by earth- works occupied by infantry. 

* D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Vohmtee)% Comdg. Hecond Division. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 12 m. 

Brigadier-General Greog-, Commanding Cavalry Corjps : 

I am instructed to say that rumors have reached the major-general 
commanding that a gun was lost by the cavalry in the recent operations 
on the north side of the James Eiver. Nfo official report of such fact 
was received by him, and he directs that you inquire into the matter 
»ind report the result, and if the rumor prove to be correct, you will 
i'eport the circumstances attending the capture.’*' 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virg-inia and I^Torth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 2, 1864 — 8.20 a. m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at S a. m. 
fourteen wagons and tour pieceti of artillery passed the railroad junc- 
tion toward Petersburg, and at 8.15 a. m. that twenty-four wagons 
passed toward Petersburg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. l^OETO]!!!^, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and ISTobth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

Augxist 2^ 1864. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received, and is 
respectfully forwarded : 


Hill Signal Station, Juauaf 1864r->llM a. m. 

Captain Norton; 

Five cars loaded with troops just passod the Junction toward Potersl>iir^c. 

SIMONS; 

Lieutenant and ^Ujnal Officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOBTOU, 
Captain anA Chief Signal Officer. 

(Forwarded to General Grant.) 
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Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

Auguat 2^ 1864, 

Ool. J. W, Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 1.15 p. m. that 
^Miine cars loaded with sick or wounded troops^’ tlien passed the Junc- 
tion toward Kichinond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Sigtml Officer, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 2^ 1864 — 4,50 p. m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff : 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 4.30 p. m, 
a train of nine passenger and six freight cars loaded with sick or 
wounded troops passed the Junction toward Richmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 20. ) In the Meld^near Eatcher^s^ Va,, August 2^ 1864, 

So much of General Orders, No. 10, current series, from these head- 
quarters, as assigned batteries to divisions is revoked. The batteries 
of the corps will form the Artillery Brigade, under the command of the 
senior aitillery officer present, and will be assigned to divisions for duty 
from time to time as the exigencies of the service demand. 

During the campaign two batteries of artillery, to be assigned by the 
chief of artillery, will move with each division, unless a different order 
of assignment is indicated in the orders of the day from these headquar- 
ters. 

Ror the purpose of discipline and supplies, the authority of the chief 
of artillery over the batteries assigned to divisions will be as when in 
permanent camp. For military purposes, the batteries will be under 
charge of division commanders. 

When the chief of artillery is present with the artillery of a division 
engaged in action, he will be particularly responsible for the position 
and proper management of the batteries. 

As, under act of Congress, July 17, 1862 (page 539, Army Reg^ila- 
tions), the chief of artillery is also ordnance officer of the corps, divis- 
ion ordnance officers will report to him promptly in their department. 

The brigade organization will be perfected at once under the senior 
artillery officer now on duty in the corj>s. 

By command of Mai. Gen. D. B. Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 
August 1864 — 11 p» m. (deceived 11.40 p. in.) 
Major-General Meade: 

I will send you a report as soon as Turner comes in, whicli will be 
some time to-morrow. 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Aiigust <5, 1864 — 11 AO p. m. 

General Meade: 

Deserters still report a mine in my front soon to be fired. As two 
brigades liave arrived between my right and Petersburg this evening, 
I shall hold my men under arms half an hour before and after day- 
light* 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major- General. 


[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 3, 1864. 

General Burnside: 

The above dispatch just received is forwarded for your information. 
Ton will hold your command on the alert at the time above specified. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commcmding. 

(Same to Generals Hancock and Warren.) 

[Second indorsement.] 

The above dispatch is sent to division commanders for their informa- 
tion, and they will give instructions to keep their commands on the 
alert and under arms to move in any direction as above specified. 

A. E. BUR2!^SIDE. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augiist 2. 1864 — midnight. 

Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord: 

Your telegrams of 11 and 11.40 p. m. received. Orders have been 
sent to this army to be on the alert at the time designated by you. I 
do not understand your reference to a report from General Turner. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 2^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. H. Burnham, 

Commanding Division : 

General : Deserters in to-day and this p. m. state rumors of a mine 
e:dsting among their men, and they give some details of the point 
mined, supposed to be the work (redoubt) near the Hare house on 
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General Turner’s late front. The last deserter said it would be fired 
to-iaorrow a. m., though he said similar reports were circulated yester- 
day. The last deserter also states that two brigades arrived this even- 
ing and are posted in or near the railroad (in front of the left of your 
line) and under the cliffs this side of Petersburg. It may be well to 
have your men ready for emergencies. You will, therefore, at early 
daylight to-morrow morning — ^that is, about 3.30 o’clock to morrow 
morning — get all the men in trenches under arms and keep them so 
until half an hour after daylight. Have your reserve roused, under 
arms, and ready to move to any point threatened at the same time, and 
keei> them under arms until half an hour after daylight. 

E. O. O. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 
(Same to General A. Ames.) 


CiROULAE.] IlDQES. SECOND BlV., EiaHTEENTH ARMY COEPS, 

In the I'ield, Pa., Atigiist 1864, 

Doubt having heretofore existed as to which line should be occupied 
in case of an attack, the following instructions are published for the 
information of brigade commanders: A portion of the troops will at 
all times be posted in the most advanced line. In case of an attack 
those in the rear mil be moved forward and occupy the front line 
where the stand will be made and the fighting take place. 

By command of Brig. Gen. A. Ames : 

GHAELES A. OAELETOST, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqes. Third Division, Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 

Hear Petersburg^ Ya., August .9, 1864, 

Maj. William Exjssell, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Major : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your request 
for information as to the position of the troops of niy command and to 
report that the First Eegiment D. S. Colored Troops, of the First Bri- 
gade, is doing picket duty on the extreme right of the corps line on the 
Appomattox Eiver, the right nearly opposite Fort Clifton. The First 
XT. S. Colored Cavalry of the same brigade is distributed in detach- 
ments and is doing duty at the corps hospital and guarding quarter- 
master and commissary stores at the depots. The four infantry regi- 
ments of the Second Brigade are in i)osition indicated in orders from 
corps headquarters yesterday, to wit: Two regiments on General 
Ames’ line in the second line of trenches, and two regiments in reserve 
in the rear of General Turnei-’s Ibriner position. Four companies of 
the Second U. S. Colored Cavalry, of the Second Brigade, are support- 
ing Dow’s battery, and the balance of the regiment is used as guard 
for trains and quartermaster and commissary stores. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J, B. CAEE, 

Brigadier- General, 
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HEADQtJABTERi^ AEMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

A^igiist 3^ 1864^10 a, in. 


Lieut. G-en. TJ. S. Geant: 


Comparative quiet reigned along the lines of this army yesterday. 
During the night there was considerable musketry tiring on the Ninth 
Corps front. Major-General Warren reported unmistakable evidences 
of the enemy mining in his front near the plank road. General War- 
ren is counter-mining and preparing an interior line at the point 
threatened. About midnight dispatches received from Major-General 
Ord indicating the expectation a mine would be sprung in his front. 
This army was under arms for an hour before and after dayliglit this 
morning. The shoi'ter and defensive line located by the engineers is 
being constructed. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Oenerah 


Headqtjaeters Aemy of the Potomac, 

August 5 , 1864 — 4 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. TJ. S. Grant : 


A colored scout just in reports that Lee^s division of cavahy, on Sun- 
day last, came from the north side of the Appomattox to Dinwiddie 
Court-Hoiise, and on Monday marched back north of Petersburg. 

GEO. G. MEADE. 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 3, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. D. S. Grant: 


Deserters report Kershaw’s division as having gone south on Mon- 
day night. Pickett and Eield are reported by Butler as in his front. 
This accounts for Longstreet, Bushrod Johnson, and Hoke, which are 
all of Beauregard in our front. Heth and Mahone, of Hill, are also 
known to be in our front. Wilcox is supposed to be north of the Ai)po- 
mattox, but not certain. We have had no deserters from Wilcox, but 
those from Mahone (same corps — Hill’s) say he has not left. Eitz Lee’s 
division of cavalry is reported to have gone north of the Ai>pomattox 
on day before yesterday. This is our latest information, 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 

August 3, 1864. 

Major-General FIumphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Another scout (colored), supposed to have been captured 
yesterday, just came in and reports that his colored friends near Stony 
Creek told him that Butler’s brigade of cavalry was lying at Beams’ 
Station. General Hampton was in that vicinity with one brigade 
(Eosser’s), between Beams’ Station and Stony Creek. He also reports 
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that his friends told him that on Sunday last General Lee’s cavalry 
division inarched from the north side of the Appomattox Eiver to Din- 
widdie Court-House, and on Monday marched back north of Petersburg. 
This man is familiar with the country about Eeams’ Station, His 
wife now lives on Stony Creek, and he has many acquaintances about 
there with whom he has talked. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain^ dee. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Provost-Marshal-Oeneral’s Department, 

August .V, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Cli ief of /8taff: 

General: Of the three scouts sent out on the morning of the 1st 
instant two were captured on the New Market road about three miles 
south of Eeams’ Station. The other returned this morning and makes 
the following report: On account of the numerous patrols of the enemy 
in that part of the country it was impossible to get any information 
regarding movements by rail. Yesterday, at 3 j). ni., this man (Carney) 
saw a brigade of cavalry go from Eeams’ Station to Worth’s Bridge on 
the plank road. He thinks it was the picket relmf, as there was a 
regiment stationed at the latter idace. Negroes informed him that the 
pickets had been much strengthened since the engagement on Satur- 
day last. 

Very respectfully, yoiu‘ obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain^ &c. 


[Indorsemoiit ] 


Captain McEntee: 

Where is the New Market road; between what x)oints does it runf 
Across what stream is Worth’s Bridge? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
MujorAieneral and. Chief of 8taff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Pbovost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 5, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The New Market road runs south from New Market, pass- 
ing near Beams’ Station, thence to Sussex Court-Houwse. It may have 
another name, but it is known in the vicinity of Beams’ as the New 
Market road. I think that Worth’s Bridge is over a stream which runs 
from Warwick Swamp, near Lee’s Mill. The man that made the report 
is not in at present, but will return soon, when I will have him explain 
more frilly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 
Captain^ 
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Headquarters Pr‘ vost-Maeshal-Gbnebal, 

{Aiujimt .9, 1864.] 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Two deserters from Posey’s and Wriglit’s brigades, of Mabone's 
division, report that A. P. Hill’s corps is all in our front. Heth and 
Mabone occupy tbeir old positions, and Wilcox occupies the extreme 
right of the line. They report no changes in position since their troops 
returned from Beams’ Station. They know nothing of a projected rail- 
road from South Side to Weldon. 

Very resiieetfully, 

J. MoBNTEE, 

Captain, d’c. 


HEADQtTARTERS ARMY OP THE POTOMAC, 

August 3, 1861. 

Major-General Meade: 

One of the men deserted from the picket-line at dark last night, the 
other at 7 o’clock this morning. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
M'ajor-Oeneral and Chief of ktaff. 


Headquarters Eifth Army Corps, 

August 3, 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

Small parties of enemy working at various points of line in view of 
station. 

I. S. LYOH, 

Lieutenant and flignal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 1861 — 9.10 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

Ho movement of troops or changes in the enemy’s Hues in our front. 

A. K. CAEOTHEES, 

Sergeant. 


August 3, 18C4— 11.30 a. m. 


Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

Ho movements seen. Enemy’s signal officer reports all quiet in our 
camps and no boats on the river. 


C. L. DAVIS, 

Captain, &c. 


August 3, 1864 — 7 p, m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Ho movements of interest observed to-day. Enemy’s signal officer 
sends same report. A locomotive moving to and fro near Weldon 
depot all the afternoon. 

FEAEEY, 

Lieutenemt and Sianal 0-ffieer 



Chap. LIT.] 


COEEESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


29 


General Humphreys : 
Following just received; 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 8^ 1864. (Eeceived 7.15 p. m.') 


Signal Station Fifth Corps — 6.30 p.m. 

A battorv of four guub and live s<iua<lrou8 of cavalry have just passed to our right 
in rear of Petersburg, 


CLARK, 

Signal Officer. 


LOCKE, 

Colonel and Assistant Adjutant' General, 


[Indoisement.l 


Inquire wliy the signal officers with corpvS do not report through the 
chief signal officer at these headquarters. 


GEO. G. MEADE. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 3, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to report no movement of the enemy’s 
force visible to-day from our stations. They were busily working upon 
the earth-work about three-quarters of a mile south of the lead-works, 
which seems to be a large one. One train of cars i)assed into the 
city on the Weldon railroad. Several wagons passed on the road 
near Weldon railroad during the day. They have been bringing con- 
siderable timber to the work near the Gregory Chimneys. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 
Ca})tain and Chief Signal Officer, 

Major Fisher: 

The signal officjer of the Fifth Corps reported that several squadrons 
of cavalry passed toward Petersburg at 6.30 p. m. How is this dis- 
crepancy accounted for 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff. 

General: I received no i*ei)orts from the officers at cor])s head- 
quarters and know nothing of the reported movement of cavalry. My 
lookouts at the plank road station and on the extreme right rei^orted 
no movement visible to-day. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Chief doc. 


GENERA.L Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, 

No. 31. ( August 5, 18b4, 

To-morrow, the 4ih instant, having been set ai)art by th(' President 
of the United States as a day of national fasting, humiliation and prayer, 
the major-general commanding calls ui) 0 u his fellow soldiers to observe 
tb^ day with the solemnities due to the occasion, and be recommends 
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tliat, wherever practicable, religious exercises be held in the several 
camps by the cbaplains serving with the army 5 and he commands that 
all operations that are not matters of military necessity be suspended 
during the day. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
AHsistant Adjutant- GemraL 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aifgiist 3^ 1864 — 1 a. m. (Eeceivod 2.30 a. ni.) 
The command will be under arms half an houi‘ before daylight, and 
remain so until half an hour after daylight this morning. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEAKCIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- Qeney'ah 


Headquarters Eieth Army Corps, 

Avgust 3, 1864, (Received 9.10 a. in.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistayit Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front duilng the 
night. Sharp firing in front of the command on my right continued all 
night long. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August t!?, 1861 — 0,13 j>. ni. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Ass ista nt A djutu n t- G enera I : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired 
in iny front to-day. Nine hundred men are at work at ten-gun mortar 
battery and at fort on right of plank road. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters First Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

Augxist 3j 1864, 

Col. E. M. Greoory, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel: Major Lentz will proceed at once with his command, the 
Ninety-first Pennsylvania -Volunteers, and take position in the fort 
where Lieutenant Walcott’s battery is stationed. It is directed that 
bampiettes be raised between the pieces, in order that the fort may be 
defended by infantry. Tlie troops will be camped so as to not interfere 
in any way with the artillery. 

By order of Brigadier-General Bartlett: 

C. B. MPIRVINE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Fa., August 5, 1864. 

Col. ]Sr. T. Dushane, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel: The general coimnandiug directs tliat your coimnandhe 
held ready to vacate your present camp at once for the purpose of 
bivouacking on the left of the line, whi('h position you will maintain 
for about one week. If you think best a small camp guard maybe left 
behind, but the shelter-tents will be struck and taken along. You will 
please send a staff officer to report at these headquarters the moment 
•you are ready to move. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. WINTHEOP, 

Captain^ Twelfth Infantry. Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[AuGrUST 3, 1864. — ^For Meade to Burnside, inclosing copy of charges 
and specifications against the latter, see Yol. XL, Part I, p. 531.] 


Headquarters Xinth Army Corps, 

August t?, i(S’6i — 0,^0 p. m. 

General Williams: 

There is nothing of moment to I’epoi’t as oceuiTing on my line. Last 
night some force of the enemy was reported as moving to our left, l)ut 
it is impossible to say what strength. Everything was held in readi- 
ness, according to dispatch of last night. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Xinth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ya,^ August J, 1861, 

Lieut. Col, L. Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: By order of the general commanding 1 questioned Colonel 
Thomas in reference to his capture on the 1st of August. He had been 
conversing with se^’eral officers of our service and of the rebel army on 
the narrow neutral ground between the lines of sentinels. Finding the 
hour of the truce nearly expired, he tiinied, intending to re-enter our 
lines at the point where his own command ivas placed, some distance 
to the left of where the mine was sprung. At a ravine, which runs into 
our line opposite our left center, the line of our main works is not con- 
tinuous, the right considerably overlapping the left. Xot being famil- 
iar with oiir lines (as his division had been placed there only the day 
previous) he failed to notice Ibe change of direction in our front until 
challenged by the enemy’s pickets. Heinformed them that he was retiirii- 
ing to his own lines, not seeking to enter theirs. They insisted, however, 
upon carrying him in a prisoner. He insisted u])on being blindfolded 
when led through their lines ancTwas brought before General Bushrod 
Johnson. General Johnson was disposed to consider him a ])risoner of 
war. The officer who commanded the pickets took the opposite view 
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and supported Colonel TLomas, The question \^as referred to the pro- 
vost-marshal at General Beaureg’a^d^s headquarters, and the argu- 
ments of both parties (which had been committed to writing) were laid 
before him. The decision was reached that Colonel Thomas should be 
returned. This was done just before daylight on the morning of the 
2d. Neither in going or returning did he have any opportunity of see- 
ing the enemy^s lines or camps, of judging of their strength or the dis- 
position of their forces, nor did he hear any conversation or remarks 
giving any information of importance. His place of confinement, alter 
leaving General Johnson’s hands, was in a wretched prison — ^low, filthy, 
and almost without ventilation. His treatment by General Johnson 
(though known to be an officer of colored troops) was civil and even 
kind; by other officers it was less considerate. At General Johnson’s 
headquarters he was informed that but 36 of the colored troops were 
taken prisoners; they, as he himself witnessed, were not treated as 
prisoners of war, but employed at policing of headquarters and similar 
duties. It was intimated, though by no responsible l)arty, that many 
of the blacks had been killed after siuTender; that their slaughtei* was 
stopped by General Mahone. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

CHAS. G. LOEING, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Insjpector’ General. 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Arhy Corps, 

Before Fetershnrg^ August 5, 16GL 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohhond, 

Assistayit Adjutant- General^ Xinth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report everything in my front exceed- 
ingly quiet during the past twelve hours. About 2 p. m.my ot]fi(*er of 
the "day reported picket-firing entirely ceased, and numbers of white 
flags were displayed by our men and the enemy also. He states that 
this was owing to an imimession upon their pnxt that we had some com- 
munication to make with them. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. LEDLIE, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding JDimsion. 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Betershurg^ Fu., August J, ISGL 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report everything quiet on my front, 
with no movement on the part of the enemy observed. The line occu- 
pied by my command is being strengthened. Orders have been given 
to render'the abatis in front of the whole line strong and eftective. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EGBERT B. POTTER, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Third Division, ^Tinth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, August 6 *, 186L 

Lieut, Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutayit- General^ Ninth Ar^ny Corps: 

Sir : I have the honor to report no changes on my front. The officer 
of the day reports this morning a movement of the enemy toward our 
left, whether in force or not he could not ascertain. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLGOX, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ August 3. 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Mnth Army Corps: 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the following report, as given by 
Col. William Humphrey,, commanding Second Brigade: 

Paj'ties of tho oneniy have been at work on the left, where the party was reported 
to b<‘ working yesterday. During the night last night they were heard to bring 
what appeared to be boards into their works. There has been no artillery firing 
during the day, and very little musketry. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Briga d ier- Gen era Z, Commanding. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Camp near Petersburg^ Ya., August 3^^1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has 
Occurred in firont of my line since last report. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWD. FEEEEEO, 
Brigadier- Gene} al^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field j August 3^ 1864 — 2.45 p. m. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I understand strong efforts are being made to have taken fr'om this 
department the counties of Accomac and Northumberland [Northamp- 
ton], commonly called the Eastern Shore. I could have no objection 
to this, provided I did not know that it was in order to get rid of the 
very stringent regulations and system of guard-s by whi(*]i we prevent 
smuggling, and in order that the sale of whisky may be unlimited in 
that district. It is cue of the series of movementvS of Cxoveruor Peir* 
3 R R— VOL XLH, PT II 



34 


OPERATIONS IN SE, VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIT. 


point against the commanding geneial of tlie department, to wliieli 1 
take leave to call your attention. I should be quite willing to have the 
question vsettled by the votes of the loyal and respectable men of those 
counties. 

BENJ. E. BUTLER, 

Ma jo r- Gen era Go mm and big. 


Headquarters, 

Aiigiist 186i — 10,20 2>, 


Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

A deserter just in from the Fourth Alabama Eegiment, of Law^s 
brigade, of Field’s division, reports that division witli three regiments 
of Wise’s old brigade at NTew Market. Wilcox’s division, of Hill's corps, 
is between them and Ohaffin’s farm. Kershaw’s division he reports to 
have left Kew Market on Monday for Petersbui'g. Has not heard of 
theii' going south. 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- Gen era ?, Go mm and i ng. 


City Point, August 5, 1864. 

(Eeceived 0.30 a. in.) 

Major-General Butler: 

Deserters from Twenty-fifth South Carolina told us yesterday that 
Kershaw’s division had gone south the day before. Do you hear any- 
thing of it, or can you tell us anything about Field’s division ? We think 
we can account for all the other divisions. Have not heard of Pickett’s 
division since Saturday p. m., but supi)ose it is in its old place on part 
ofyourjfront. Please answer at headquarters Army of the Potomac 
to-day. 

GEO. H. SHAEPE, 

Golonel, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Korth Carolina, 

In the Fields Augtist 5, 1864--11,10 a, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

At General Headers Headguarters, Army of the Potomac ; 

A deserter from the Twenty-fifth South Carolina informs UvS that the 
rumor is that Kershaw’s division went south on Monday night. An- 
other deserter firom the Forty-second Korth Carolina, Hoke’s division, 
says that Kershaw’s division was on his right but that it was rumored 
it had gone south, and that on the night Sie rumor was heard trains 
were moving all night south. Field’s division is in our frunt at Deep 
Bottom. We have both prisoners and deserters from it. Men ftrom 
Pickett’s division come in daily from our front. We have heard of no 
special movements there. 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Ma jor- Genera Z, Gom ma nding. 
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IlDQEB. Dept, of Yiroinia. and JJ^'oetu Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

Augiifit J, 1801 — 10,10 p, VI, 

Col. Georoe H. Sharpe, 

Deputy Dror^osPMemlial-General^ Army of the Fotomac^ 

at General Meadows headquarters : 

A deserter wlio lias Just come in reports Pield’s division and three 
regiments of Y ise’s old brigade at and near JS'ew Market. Wise’s men 
bold their extreme right, then Bratton, Gregg, Benning, Law, and 
Anderson. Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is 1> ing back oi them, 
between Field’s division and Chaffin s farm. Kershaw left Kew Market 
with his division on Monday night and went then to Petersburg, The 
deserter does not know of his moving from there. I hai’^e Just returned 
from a sick leave and am again attending to my duties here, and will 
keep you constantly informed of all reports and movements. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN I. BAYEKPOET, 
Lieutenant and Acting Aide-de-Camp, 


HDQRS. 1)EPT. of YlRCnNIA AND KORTH CAROLINA, 

Office of the Chief Bional Officer, 

August 5, 1861 — 2,20 p, m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following dispatch sent from the rebel signal station 
neai* Cox’s Ferry to the rams was read by signal officer at Water Bat- 
tery at 2 11 . m,, viz : 


Flag-Officer Mitchell: 

A detail has been ordered down, at the suggestion of Cxeneral Ewell, to get an engine 
from Cox^s Mill. Is there any difficulty in getting there ^ Does your picket boat go 
below the wharf. 


Yery respectfully, &c,, 


R. D. TAYLOR, 

Major, CommaiuVing, 

L. B. KOETOK, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Spring- Hill, August J, 1861 — 7.46 p, m. 

Captain Horton: 

Eighteen cars toward Petersburg, also a column of troops, I should 
iudge 2,000, in a field northwest of railrmid station, moving toward Gen- 
eral Butler’s front. 

SIMOHS, 

Lieiitenant, 


HEADCiUARTERS TENTH ARMY OoRPS, 

August 3^ 1864. 

Major-General B ctler : 

I send you a very intelligent Jew deserter from Field’s division, for- 
merly Hood’s, in Foster’s front. Law’s, Anderson’s, Beniiing’s, Gregg’s, 
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and Bratton’s brigades, besides three regiments of Wise’s command, 
are in Foster’s front, Wilcox’s division is half at Chaffin’s Bluff and 
rest at Petersburg. He seems to be well posted as to position of enemy, 

I). B. BIRN'EY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps. 

Augxist 3^ 186i, 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding : 

I knew of this Jew deserter in Maryland before he went South, and 
his statements are all true so far as he states of his previous history. 
Does not know of my personal knowledge of him. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August <5, 1864 — 8,30 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding First Division: 

The following dispatch received from Spring Hill: 


A column of troops, about 2,000, northwest of railroad junotiou, moving towJird 
General Butler’s front. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant, Signal Officer. 


By order of Major-General Birncy. 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistan t Ad j utant- Genera I, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field^ Matcher^Sj Va.j August 3, 1864. 

Oapt. F. M. Follett, 

Fourth U, 8, Artillery : 

Captain : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to direct 
that you, as senior officer of artillery present for duty, assume com- 
mand of the Artillery Brigade of this corps, and that you establish your 
headquarters in this vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant AdjuttxnP General 


Deep Bottom, August 5, 1864, 

Colonel Shaffer: 

I have just sent to corps headquarters a very intelligent German by 
name of E. Adler, who deserted from the Fourth Alabama Regiment 
and came into my lines this morning. I think he can give yoxi con- 
siderable information. His information agrees with that of other 
deserters regarding the force on my front. He says he saw dispatch 
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from General Hood in the Eiclimond paper of to-day stating that IMajor- 
General Stoneman and 500 men were captured at Macon, Ga., by General 
Iverson. I sent a Eichmond paper of yesterday to corps headquarters 
this morning. 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigad ier~ General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op YiRamiA and Korth Carolina, 

August 3, 1S64. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps : 

General : As your negro troops have had a pretty hard time of serv- 
ice for fresh hands, I iiropose that General Paine shall send you from 
the troops on this line an equal number with what you have now, re- 
turning those you have here, for the purpose of reorganization and 
’recruitment. I hope you can so manage it as to put a brigade together 
and give them a defined portion of the line to hold, so that upon them 
and their officers may be a responsibility which all may feel. It will be 
much for the advantage of the service, in my judgment, if these colored 
troops are kept together, and as soon as we can get them fairly re- 
organized and a little recruited we will have a division together. 

BEllW. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 

August 1864 — 12,15 a. m. (Eeceived 12.30 a. m.) 
Major-General Meade: 

I have not received General Turner^s report of the affair of Saturday. 
As soon as I do I will send in mine to you. I do not believe in the 
mine, but do not wish to be surprised, hence my precautions. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., 18th Army Corps, 

NTo. 32, ) August 5, 1864. 

In compliance with Special Orders, Ko. 9G, paragraph 6, headquar- 
ters Eighteenth Army Corps, dated August 3, 18G4, 1 hereby assume 
command of this division. The division staff as at present constituted 
will remain on duty as heretofore. 

J. B. OAEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 18th Army Corps, 

Eo. 83. j "Near Fetershurg^ Va,^ August 3, 1864. 

# # « # # 

4. Colonel Duncan will march with and in command of the Fourth, 
Sixth, and Twenty-second Eegiments across the Appomattox Eiver, 
encamping his own regiment aud Colonel Ames’ near the present camp 
of the Tenth XT. S. Colored Troops, and Colonel Kiddoo’s move to the 
left and to the rear. Colonel Duncan will be charged with the defense of 
• the line in case of an attack to the left of Battery 8, posting no picket, 
however, except as now posted by the colored troops now on that lip.e. 
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5. Tlie coiiiinaudiiig olBcer of the Thirty-seventh TT. S. Colored Trooi^s 
will march with his command at 0 a. m. to-morrow across the Ai^po- 
inattox. He will report in person at these headquarters as soon as the 
regiment has crossed the river. His regiment will halt near the Eush- 
niore house until the commanding officer has received his orders from 
these headquarters. 

By command of Brig. Gen. 0. J. Paine: 

SOLOE^ A. OAETEE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- QeneraJ, 


Hdqrs. TniBB Division, Eiohteenth Akmy Coups, 

Near Fetersbiirg, Ya,^ August ,7, 186 i. 

Col. S. A. Duncan, 

Commanding Seeoyid Brigade : 

Colonel: The general commanding directs me to instruct you to' 
relieve the two regiments under the command of Colonel Ames after 
dark to-night, provided no orders are received from corps headquarters 
to interfere with this arrangeinent, of which you will be duly notified. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SOLOI^ A. CAETEE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Pout Powhatan, Va., A'ugust 3, 1864, 

Major-G eneral Butler : 

There is a rebel battery at Wilcox’s Wharf firing on our transports. 

G. S. IKEIS, 

Colonel, 


City Point, Va., August 4, 1864— 12 m, 

(Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

Peesudent op the United States, 

Washington^ 1), C. : 

Your dispatch of 6 p. m. just received.* T will start in two hours for 
Washington and will spend a day or two with the army under General 
Hunter. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


City Point, August 1864 — 1 p, on, 

(Eeceived 9.30 p. m.) 


Major-General Halleok, 

Chief of Staff: 


Another division of cavalry has been ordered to Washington from 
here as suggested by you.t The delay in Torbert’s division has been 
from transports not returning rapidly. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- Geoieral, 


* See August 3, Vol. XXX Vll, Part 11, ]). 582. 

t See HaUeck to Grant, August 3, 2.30 p. in., Vol. XXXVII, Part II, p. 582. 
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City Point, Ya., August 4, 1864 — 12.15 p. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Gommanding^ &g, : 

Send anotlier division of cavalry to Washington at once. I ^vill in- 
struct the quartermaster to provide transportation as rapidly as it can 
be got together. I will instruct General Butler to send Kautz’s cavalry 
to report to your cavalry commander whilst so much of yours is absent. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 
JAeutenant- General. 


General Meade: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 12.45 p, m. 


The following dispatch* is just received. I will dheet General Gregg 
to give the preliminary orders to that division of the Cavalry Corps 
which can be most quickly got to City Point and await yo.ur final direc- 
tions. 1 will send the same oi'der in regard to artillery and means of 
transportation that was sent before. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 4^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

Direct Gregg to send Wilson’s division of cavalry. Say to General 
Williams General Ingalls can send the transportation of the Sixth 
Corps as proposed, and a small regiment of those whose term of service 
is about or near expiring can be sent to him. Gregg should be in- 
structed to picket our left and rear as before, as well as he can with 
his diminished force. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 4, 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Comdg. Army of the Potomac, Hdqrs. of Major- Geney^al Butler: 
Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade, who came in this morning, 
report that their brigade is still lying in one rank. They think the 
brigades of their division that were taken out of the trenches and moved 
toward the mine have not returned to their stations. They understand 
Heth is on their right and heard that Wilcox had gone to Reams’ 
Station. Their brigade is half a mile from the mine — ^their right of it. 
They are not intelligent. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Ghief of Staff. 

(Copy to General Rawlins.) 


* See Grant to Meatle, next, ante. 
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City Point, Augunt i, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams: 

I have received the following from General Meigs : 

Your dispatch is received. Yesterday I was obliged to call upon you for 300 six- 
mule teams, with drivers, to aid in fitting out troops sent here from City Point with- 
out any trains. There are not drivers here even to break the green mules in this 
department. None can therefore be sent from this city to City Point. I have issued 
orders to military commanders in the southwest to send here 1,000 able-bodied negroes 
to be used as drivers without positive orders to the generals. They will furnish 
them. Fitting out the Sixth, Nineteenth, and Cavalry Corps, or the portions of these 
corps which have reached this city, has reduced the stock of teams and wagons lit 
for service. We have many unbroken, but no drivers. You will therefore send to 
this depot 300 wagons, teanis, and drivers complete. 

M. C. MEIGS, 

Major-ireneval and Quavtmnaater-GeneraJ. 


With the consent of Major General Meade, I propose to sliip a por- 
tion of the trains of tlie Sixth and Cavalry Corps which are now here 
doing nothing. I have directed Captain Strang to furnish Colonel 
Spaulding with the drivers which he requires, but so doing will weaken 
the force at the depot. Cannot a small regiment, white or colored, be 
detailed for guard and fatigue service here and ordered to report to me 
until General Meigs sends employes f 

EUFIJS INGALLS, 

BrigcuVier-General and Chief Quartermaster, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August f 1864 — 12,60 i^, m. 

General E. Inoalls, 

City Faint: 

Your dispatch in relation to sending teams to Washington has been 
sent to General Meade, who is now at General Butler’s headquarters. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 3,16 ]), m. 

General E. Inoalls, 

City Faint : 

The commanding general authorizes you to send the transportation 
of the Sixth Corps to Washington as proposed by you. If possible a 
small regiment will be ordered to report to you. 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864, 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Faint: 

Two deserters from Twenty-fifth South Carolina, just examined at 
Eighteenth Army Corps headquarters, state that they were credibly 
informed that Kershaw’s division went south yesterday by rail ^ 
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re-eiiforce Hood. There are other mdicatious chat a move has heeu 
made. I sent Phil. Oarney and two others over Weldon road yesterday. 
Have not yet returned. 

J. McEKTEE. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

PROyOST-MARS^AL-GENERAL^S DEPARTMENT, 

August 4^ 1861, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from the Eleventh Florida, who left the 
picket-line last night and came in this morning, report that their bri- 
gade is still lying in one rank. They think that the other brigades of 
their division which were taken out and moved down toward the mine 
have not yet returned. They understand that Heth^s division is on 
their right, and heard officers say that Wilcox had gone down to 
Beams’ Station. They are both men of very little intelligence, and 
their information is consequently exceedingly limited. One of these 
men states that on Sunday last he went from where his brigade lies at 
least a mile to the right, and did not see them mining anywhere along 
the line. He says the new earth thrown up is for the protection of 
their guns. He knows the position of the large foi't on the line of the 
Fifth Corps, and says he has been opposite to that fort, and that there is 
no mining being done there. He thinks Ms brigade lies about half a 
mile to the right of where our mine exploded. He did not hear of any 
mining between his brigade and the latter point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTEE, 

Ga])tain^ ttvj. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yircinia and FTorth Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Fields August 1804 — 11,80 a, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Deputy Provost -Marshal- General^ General Meade^s Headquarters: 

A deserter from our immediate front (Barton’vS brigade, of Pickett’s 
division), who has come in this a.m., states that Kershaw’s old brigade 
arrived from Orange Court-House last night at about 1 o’clock; tliat 
he talked with some of the men and knows them to be of that brigade. 
They encamped immediately in the rear of their division last night. 

JOHN T. DAVENPOET, 
Lieute7iant and Aide-de-Gamp, 


• Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Fields August J, 1864 — 3,05 p, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

General Meade^s Headquarters: 

From three deserters, just in from front of our line at Deep Bottom, 
I ascertain the following facts : Field’s division and also Kershaw’s 
division, save his own old brigade, are at that point. Kershaw’s old 
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brigade of liis division is in rear of Pickett’s diviwsion in our immediate 
front acting as a reserve brigade. This information is positive. Wil- 
cox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is reported as being between l^ew Market 
and Chaffin’s farm. This, however, needs confirmation. 

JOHK I. DAYENPOET, 

Lmdenant and Aide-de-Gamp, 


PiiANK Eoad Signal Station, 

A%igu8t f, 18()i — 8 a. on. 

Major-General Httmphreys, 

Chief of Staft] Arony of the Fofomae: 

General: The enemy are woi king with a heavy detail upon their 
new work three-fourths of a mile south of the lead- works and on the 
west side of the Weldon railroad. It seems to be about as large as tlie 
fort at this station, the main front being eastward. There are small 
working parties shoveling in vicinity of the Gregory Chimneys. No 
movement visible at any other portion of this end of the line. Their 
camps along the line indicate a greater number present than last week. 
Some more timber brought to the battery near the Gregory Chimneys. 

B. P. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Station on line in Front of 
General Ayres’ Old Position, 

August 4^ IHGl — 9 a. on. 

Maj. E. F. Fisher: 

Enemy very busy this a. m.; some hauling logs to the front, othois 
strengthening works. A party of about thirty at work on fort about 
1,500 yards to left of Burnt Chimneys. A small camp m woods in rear 
of this fort. Quite a number of enemy’s officers to the front with 
marine glasses and papers in their hands ^ seem to be watching our 
working parties. No movements observed. 

WAETS, 

Lieutenaoit. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aoigoist /, 1801 — 9.15 a. on. 


Brig. Gen. .S. Williams, 

Assistaoo^t Adjutant- Oeoieral : 

I have the honor to report that everything was very quiet on my 
front last night, nothing of importance transpiring. A good deal of 
artillery and musketry firing was had in front of the command on 
my right. Eeceived and promulgated General Orders, No. 31, aboui 
observance of the fast day. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Gommandmg. 
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IIeadquartees Fifth CoiiPi^, 
August i, 186 i, (deceived 10.15 p. m.) 

Biig. Gen. S. Williams: 

I have the honor to reiiortthat nothing of imxiortance has transpired 
in iny front during the day. Nine hundred men are at work to-night 
at ten-gun mortar battery and at Battery Tilton, near plank road. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August i, 1861. 

General Bartlett: 

I wish you would push your picket-line to-niglit out just as far as 
possible, so as to get a view down into the ravine, and have them throw 
up earth to cover themselves. We must fight to do this, if necessary, 
as the whole line seems to be getting scared by mining rumors, and we 
must have a view into the ravine. 

Very respectfully, 

G. X. WAEEEN, 

Ma jo r- Gen era /, Commanding. 


Headquarters First Division, Fifth Corps, 

Camjp near Petersburg^ F«., August i, 1861 — 10.^6 2>- 
Lieut, Col. Fred. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel : I have advanced my pickets iu compliance with orders 
received this p. m. I think the ravine is now commanded by them 
sufficiently to observe any movement of troops or working parties in 
Hunt of our corps. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JOS. J. BAETLETT, 
Brigadier-General., Commanding. 


City Point, A^igust 4, 1864. 

General Burnside : 

I shall be at home all day. Certainly no objection to your visiting 
me here. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 4^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 


General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my front dur- 
ing the past twelve hours. About 11 last night the enemy used cannon 
and musketry to some extent, and we threw some shells at their work- 
ing parties. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major- General. 
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General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Hinth Corps, 

Axigust i, I8b4, 


Wil you please ask the general 
Sion to visit General Grant to-day. 


commanding if I can have perniis- 

A. E. BUEHSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18(>i — 8,20 a, m. 


Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Ninth Corps : 

The major-general commanding sees no objection to your visiting 
General Grant to-day. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktaf\ 


Headquarters Hintij Army Corps, 

August i, 1864, (Received 9.10 p, ni.) 

General Williams: 

I have nothing of importance on my line to report. Fresh abatis has 
been prepared and will be i)ut down to-night. During last night it is 
reported the enemy were heard moving artillery to their right. My 
signal officer reports as follows: 

Major-General Burnside : 

General; From 3 until 5.30 p. m. two different columns of dust «appoared over 
the city, both moving in direction of the enemy^s right. A regiment of infantry also 
moved toward evening from camp near plank road in direction of earl h-work opposite 
our extreme left. Condition of the atmosphere since 3 p. m. prevented a more dis- 
tinct observation of these movements, which might have been made. Nothing else- 
where visible. 

J. C. PAINE, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


dSPBOiAL Oedbrs, ) Headquarters BTinth Corps, 

Ho. 132. ) Before Petersburg^ Va., August 4, 1864. 

# # # # # # # 

4. Leave of absence is hereby granted the following-named officers 
for the number of days and for the reasons set oi)po>site their respective 
names: Brig. Gen. J. H. Ledlie, U. 8. Volunteers, for twenty days on 
account of physical disability. 

5. Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved from 
temporary duty as chief of staff of the major-general com'manding. 

6. Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned to 
the command of the First Division, Ninth Corps, relieving Brig. Gen. 
J. H. Ledlie, U. S. Volunteers. * 

* * * * ■)(■ * 

By coinmaud of Major-General Burnside: 

LEWIS EIOHMOND. 

A eiC4/t A /i 
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Headquarters Second Division, I^Tinth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ F«., Atigust i, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ifmth Army Gorjps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there was considerable 
musketry and an occasional shell thrown at our right during the even- 
ing. This subsided before morning. Everything is now quiet. The 
enemy is engaged in strengthening his works, but no movement has 
been observed. Our trenches are being widened and works put in 
good condition along the whole line. Abatis is being put down in front 
of our left by the engineer regiment. 

I am, colonel, very respectfrilly, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Einth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ya,^ August 4, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ lYmili Army Corps: 

Colonel : Brigade commanders report unusual quiet on our front, 
with no movement on the part of the enemy during the past twelve 
hours. The work of strengthening our line is continued. Fresh 
material for abatis has been prepared and will be put down to-night. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Co7nmanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, 

August 4, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

General White, Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to report that the enemy after being 
quiet all day began a sharp fire of musketry in the evening — opened 
their battery on the right of the exploded work and opened with mor- 
tars at other points. The musketry and considerable artillery was kept 
up through the night between the lines. By my direction, Eoemer’s 
battery fired upon points where the enemy were at work, and threw 
shells into the town and camps. 

Yery respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

Camp near Petersburg^ Fa., August 4, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that picket- firing has been 
about as usual; that the enemy opened with his artillery in front of the 
left of the First Brigade at about 11 o^clock last night. Several rounds 
were fired, but did no damage. This morning all is quiet. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

‘EDWD. FEEEEEO, 
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Headquarters Ar:viy op the Potomac^ 

August 4, 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Gregg-, 

Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

The major-general commanding has received instructions from the 
lieutenant-general commanding the armies in the held to send another 
cavalry division to Washington. The major-general commanding is at 
General Butler’s headquarters, where I have telegraphed him. In the 
meantime make every jireparation for moving to City Point for embark- 
ation that division of cavalry which can be most quickly got there, 
consideration also being given to its ehectiveness — that is, it must 
be in condition for rapid movement after reaching Washington. Tlie 
artillery and means of transportation of the divisioii will also go to 
City Point, but will not be embarked until the troops are embarked. 
General Kautz is directed to remain on duty with this army. Inform 
me in reply what dhision will go. In the event of your division going 
you will accompany it, and will turn over to General ^Vilsou all orders 
respecting the disposition of the cavalry. One division will be posted 
on the left and rear as far as the Blackwater, and the remaining divis- 
ion between the Blackwater and James. As far as practicable, 
what force is not needed for patrols and pickets will be ke])t concen- 
trated ready for movement against the enemy. If any modihcations of 
this should be thought necessary the commander ot* the cavalry will 
please suggest them. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktaff. 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army op the Potomac, 

August -i, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General: I have the honor to designate the Second division (that 
commanded by myself) as the divivsion to proceed to Washington. The 
brigades of the division are posted at Prince George Court-House and 
on the Norfolk railroad, and can most conveniently be moved to City 
Point for shipment. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry Corps, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 4, 1864 — 3,20 p, m. 
Commanding Officer Cavalry Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send Wilson’s division 
to City Point for embarkation. Instructions for picketing the left of 
the army same as already sent you. Kautz’s division will remain with 
youo 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General cmd Chief of Staff, 
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Confidential.] Hdqrj^. Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 4, 4861 — 5.30 ])• 

Brigadier-General McIntosh, 

Commanding Mrst Brigade: 

General : As soon as yoar brigade is relieved from picket duty by 
troops of tbe Second Division concentrate the command near these 
headquarters and proceed to make all necessary arrangements tor 
embarking it at City Point, with all the new horses and transportation. 
The division will move from here by daylight. Instru<*tions will be 
given the quartermaster of the division to collect the transportation 
now at Light-House Point. Please report to me in person at once. 
Very respectfully, 

J. H. WILSONT, 
Brigad i er- OeneraL 


Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Aiigiist i, 1861 — 6.30 2 ). m. 

Brigadier-General Chapman, 

Commanding Secofid Brigade: , 

General : As soon as your brigade is relieved from picket by Col- 
onel Gregg concentrate it at McCann’s house. Make all necessary 
arrangements to embark with aU your men, horses, and w^agons at 
City Point. The division will march at daylight to-morrow for tliat 
place. Please report to me in person at these headquarters at the 
earliest convenient moment. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. WILSOK, 
Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 1861. 


Brig. Gen. Georoe H. Chapman, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 


General : You will draw in your pickets at once without waiting to 
be relieved, and move with your command to the vicinity of McCann’s, 
near the Korfolk railroad, as indicated in previous orders of to-day. 
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBEET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


War Department, 

August 4y 1664. 

Major-General Butler, 

Headquarters^ Bermuda Hundred: 

There is no probability that the counties of Accomac and Northum- 
berland [Northampton] will be separated from your command-— cer- 
tainly not with my assent. The application T have peremptorily re- 
fused and shall resist. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
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City Point, August 4, 4864 — 12 noon, 

Major-General Butlee: 

I find it necessary for me to go to Washington for a day or two to 
give direction to affairs there. In my absence remain on the defensive, 
notifying General Meade that if attacked he is authorized to call on 
such of your troops as are south of the Appomattox. Only expecting 
to be gone three days, I will not relinquish command. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


City Point, Va., August 1, 1864 . 

Major-General Butlee, 

Gommanding^ djc. : 

I am compelled to send a second division of cavalry to Washing-ton. 
This will leave the cavalry force too weak to protect the flank of the 
army without the assistance of Kautz. Please order Kautz to report 
accordingly. Only intending to be absent for a few days I leave my 
adjutant-general and i>art of headquarters here. But being senior, you 
necessarily would command in any emergency. Please communicate 
with me by telegrai)h if anything occurs where you wish my orders. 

IT. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenanf-GeneniJ, 


City Point, Va., August /, 1864. 

Major-General Butlee, 

Commanding^ &e.: 

Lieutenant King’s communication in relation to closing the port of 
Wilmington with torpedoes is received. I called Admiral Lee’s atten- 
tion to this matter some time ago, thinking myself it was perfectly 
feasible. ^ The admiral, however, thought differently, giving as a reason 
for his views that both channels were commanded l)y the enemy’s guns. 
All the torpedoes wo would plant during the night the enemy would 
take up during the day. I certainly, howev^er, would like the experi- 
ment tried, and if you will arrange with Admiral Lee for his co-opera- 
tion, what you may do will have my approval. 

XJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Genera 1. 


Headquaetees, 

Lieutenant-General Geant, August 4, 1864. 

Commanding^ &c. : 

My Deae Sir: I have been reading the newspaper accounts of the 
Petersburg affair, and beg leave to call your attention to the blame 
cast upon the negro troops. They ought to bear all their share of the 
odium which attaches to the failure, but no more. If it be true, as 
aU^ed, that the failure is owing to their want of courage, conduct, and 
inemciency, then it wnuld seem that the negro can never make a soldier, 
and. the pohey of the Government upon this subject is wrong and should 
at once be changed. If they are not to blame, that fact, it is respect- 
fully suggested, should be ascertained and declared in the most solemn 
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form of military investigation and report upon tMs precise movement 
of these troops at Petersburg. I have no opinion, because I do not 
know the facts. Certain it ivS that there is fault somewhere, and I 
think, and venture most respectfully to suggest, that it is due to your- 
self, the army, and the country, that the fault should be ascertained, 
so that the remedy may be applied either mediately or immediately by 
yourself or the War Department if the matter is susceptible either of 
amendment or correction. If the whole affair can be investigated it 
will be found that the plan of movement was excellent, that the strategy 
which drew Lee’s attention to the north side of the James accomplished 
all that could be desmed in drawing away his troops. This much I 
know, for a portion of this it was my business to know. Why, then, did 
the i^lan fail ? Clearly for want of proper and efficient execution. Was 
that failure of execution inherent and irremediable in the very natm*e 
of things, and in troops engaged, or did it arise from other causes or 
the faults and inconii)etency of commanding officers of any subdivision 
of the army This is the subject that, in my judgment, needs investiga- 
tion. It is true that by the Articles of War, to prevent oppression by 
the commander ux)on any officer under him, a commanding general can- 
not order a court of inquiry upon any officer’s conduct without his re- 
quest, but it is clearly competent for the commander of an army to 
order a com’t of inquiry or a board of officers to investigate and report 
the facts relating to a given movement or occurrence in order to fur- 
nish the basis upon which the general commanding can ask for court 
of inquiry upon any officer, and if in the investigation of the facts of a 
given transaction the conduct or capacity of any officer becomes a ques- 
tion bearing upon the subject matter of the inquiry, then that conduct 
and capacity can be investigated as incidental to the main question or 
investigation. 

Pardon me if in urging this inquiry I am overstepping the bounds of 
official propriety or sphere of duty, either public or official. I am 
prompted by a double motive. I desire not to have this most serious 
reverse placed where I know it does not belong, i, e., either on the plan 
or strategy which preceded it 5 and secondly, as I raised the first regi- 
ments of negro troops, and have ever since urged their employment, I 
deshe to have my own judgment corrected, if in the wrong. We are 
likely to have these troops under the last act of Congress on the draft 
in large numbers, and if they are to be useless it ought to be known at 
once. Such has not been my experience, and I am ready and willing 
now to take under my command the defeated division of General Burn- * 
side’s colored troops, and with them to attempt any work that any 
troops ought to try. 

Subject always to have my opinions altered by any well-ascertained 
facts developed in the investigation to which I have alluded which 
ought to affect a well-balanced mind, believe me, general, 

Youi's, truly, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEE. 


City Point, August 1864. 

General Butler: 

dur transports were fired into yesterday at Wilcoxes Landing, and 
to-day at Harrison’s Landing. Captain Clitz, commanding gun-boat 
Osceola, reports that he to-day communicated with females, white, and 
a contraband at Wilcox’s Landing, who agree in saying that an infan- 

A -o T> VT TT T>T« TT 
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try force of about 3,000, and field battery of fifteen guns are encamped 
from t^o to three miles from that landing. They say it is Early’s 
troops, but this must be a mistake. I send this for your information. 

E. S. PAEKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirg-inia and I^orth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 4, 1864 — 2,15 m. 

Col. J, W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff : 

Colonel: The following dispatch was received from the signal 
ofiBcer at Water Battery at 2.10 p. m. : 

About 830 men armed and dressed in rr’,— r.'' clothes and straw bats arc 

removing the engine irom Cos’s Mill to the ■ . i “ . O'-meal. Is it our party ? 

G. S. DANA, 
Caiytain^ Signal Corjjs. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NTOETOI^, 
Oajptain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and K. 0., 

No. 212. ) In the Meld^ Va,, August 4, 1864, 

####*■*'* 

XIY. In relation to recruiting and the recruiting rendezvous in this 
department, it is hereby ordered: 

Brigadier-General Wild will fix the headquarters of recruiting at 
Newport News, a healthy i)oiiit, with plenty of good water and wood, 
where the recruits will be exposed to no temptation or interference. 
General Wild’s headquarters will be at Newport News, The First Regi- 
ment of Colored Cavalry will do guard duty for the camp. No persons 
recruited in this department will be allowed to be sent out of it, but 
will be assigned to some regiment here. 

* By command of Major-General Butler: 

R. S. DAYIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Meld^ August 4, 1864 — 9.50 jg. m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Mghteenth Army Corps: 


A deserter, claiming to be a lieutenant recently serving on Cling- 
man’s staff, reports that the rebels have a mine dug and nearly com- 
pleted, and that it extends to the Hare house, and that it is, in fact, 
very close thereto. Please send me any rebel papers you may get. 

BBNJ. P. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters EiUHTEENTn xArmy Corps, 

August 4, 186i. 

Brig. Gen. A. Axes, 

Gommandmg Second Bimsion^ Eighteenth Army Corps: 

General: The major-general commanding deparrment telegraphs 
that a rebel deserter, claiming the rank of lieutenant, reports a mine 
nearly completed in the yiciiiity of the Haro house. Major-General Ord, 
commanding coriis, directs me to say that he supposes the deserter 
referred to is the same who came in last night, but he wishes you to 
keep the men in the vicinity on the alert for three-quarters of an hour 
after daylight to-morrow morning, and to continue your operations in 
the way of counter-mining. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. EUSSELL, Jr., 

Major and Assistant^ Adjutant- Gener ah 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Department of Va. and NT. 0., 

August 4, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Kautz will remain, reporting to General Meade 
with his mounted command until further orders. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

August 4^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: The Third Division, General Wilson commanding, has 
been ordered to Washington, and one brigade of the Second Division 
has been ordered to the left of the army. The brigade of the Second 
Division now at Prince George Court-House will move to Zion Church. 
You will therefore connect your pickets with those of the Second Di- 
vision at a point north of Zion Church, which will be indicated by my 
staff officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- Geyieral of Vohmteers^ Commanding Cavalry Corps, 


Fort Monroe, August i, 1864 — 4,30, 

Major-General Butler: 

Have just arrived. W ent within one mile of Fredericksburg without 
encountering any enemy. At 9.30 p. m. Tuesday the Seddon place 
was destroyed. 


GHAS. K. GEAHAM, 

Brigadier- General, 
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City Point, August 5, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Washington^ D. G.: 

Rebels exploded a small mine this evening about forty yards in front 
of Ord’s left. No damage done to our works. No assault. Loss re- 
ported trifling. Colonel Stedman dangerously wounded. Our lines 
intact. 

E. S. PARKER, 
Assista^it Adjuta^it- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 5, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

If not improper to communicate, I would like to know tbe cause of 
the heavy firing this evening, so that it may be communicated to Gen- 
eral Grant. 

E. S. PARKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A.ugust 6^ 1864— —8.^0 jg. ni. 

Capt. E. S. Parker, 

A.sst. Adjt. Oen.^ Sdqrs. Lieutenant-General Gran% City Point: 
The following dispatch from General Ord explains the firing you 
heard this evening.* All is quiet now. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Butler^s Headquarters, 
August 5, 1864. (Received 11.45 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade: 

Please send word what has been done at your front. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 11.30 jg. m. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler : 

There has not been anything done in my fr*ont to-day. At C.30 p. m. 
there was heavy artillery firing on the right, which Major-General Ord, 
on my inquiring the cause, reported the enemy exploding a small mine 
about forty yards in front of his left. So soon as I received this infor- 
mation I put Hancock in motion to sustain Ord in case of an assault, 
but the enemy did not make any and Hancock has returned. Believing 
the enemy could not have made so great a mistake in distance as forty 
yards, I advised Ord that perhaps his object was to effect a lodgment 
under cover of the crater at night, and suggested his keeping a warm 


*See Ord to Htuaaplireys, received 8.10 p. m. August 5, p. 64. 
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fire on tlie spot. TJiifortunately, vre have no fire balls to illuminate the 
ground. Perhaps the enemy may have feared our mining and exploded 
this mine to blow in our supposed galleries. I understand from Ord his 
casualties from the artillery firing was slight. There was some artillery 
firing on Burnside’s front, adjacent to Ord, at the same time. I pre- 
sumed Ord would or had reported this to you, or I should have earlier 
advised you of the facts. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., August 5, JS64 — 1:1 u. m, 

(Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

Quartermaster-General U , S. Army: 

The last of Torbert’s duision of cavalry left here at 9 this morning; 
it numbered about 5,000. 1 am now shipping the ammunition and will 
be loading and sending wagons constantly. Shall begin to embark 
Wilson’s (Uvision at 12 m. to-day. We can embark them as rapidly as 
the returning transports will permit. 

E. IKGALLS, 

Chief Quartermaster, 


City Point, Ya., August 5, 1864—2 jg. m. 

(Eeceived 8.15 p. in.) 

General M. C. Meios, 

Quartermaster- General TI. 8, Army: 

Will it be necessary to send the ambulances of the Sixth Corps and 
Cavalry 0011)8 to Washington*? Can you supply what may be wanted 
and shall those now here be retained? If those commands are to rejoin 
this army shortly, the fewest number of wagons and ambulances con- 
sistent with actual wants should be sent from here, as the transpor- 
tation of them by water is a precarious matter. Please ascertain and 
instruct me. Wilson’s division has begun to embark and will be sent 
off as fast as vessels arrive. Our facilities for embarking are excellent. 
We only require transports, and I presume they return as fast as pos- 
sible. 

EUFUS IKGALLS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 5, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: We have received two deserters from the Eleventh Flor- 
ida, Finegan’s brigade, who left their skirmish line last night about 9 
o’clock. They are not intelligent, but seem to be truthful. They say 
that they do not know much about the location of any troops except- 
ing their own division, but they seem to have hoard of Heth’s and Wil- 
cox’s as being there quite lately. They say that men from their brigade 
pass backward and forward to the railroad and to Petersburg daily, 
seeking opportunities to buy vegetables, and think that if any ti'oops 
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had been sent south since the explosion of tlie mine they would have 
heard of it. Some convalescents belonging to their brigade came within 
a day or two from Eichmond. They brought no news of the depar- 
ture of any troops; said that Atlanta was being heavily shelled, and 
that Early was in the Valley. They did not vseem to understand in 
Eichmond that he had recrossed the Potomac. They know the loca- 
tion of the fourteen-gun battery, or fort of ours toward the left of our 
line, and they say that no mining operations whatever are going on in 
front of it or anywhere, so far as they know, on the right of their line. 
They say that the enemy expect us to explode other mines. One of the 
men went yesterday from where his brigade lies, down the right of 
their line to where there is fresh dirt thrown up every day in front of 
the fourteen-gun fort spoken of, and is quite sure that no mining is 
going on there. He says that the fresh dirt thrown up is merely for 
the purpose of strengthening their batteries in position there. He saw 
several parties with augurs boring at difrerent places intermediate the 
position of his brigade and that opposite the fourteen-gun fort for 
the purpose of sounding for our expected mines. I have a dispatch 
from Lieutenant Davenport, of General Butler’s staff, saying that yes- 
terday three deserters from General Butler’s front at Deep Bottom re- 
ported Kershaw’s division to be near Deep Bottom. It would seem 
that but one brigade of Kershaw’s division, namely, Kershaw’s old 
brigade, moved from Deep Bottom as heretofore repoi‘ted, and that was 
stopped in the rear of Pickett’s division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPB, 

Colonel^ i&c. 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

Office of the Peovost-Maeshal-Genbral, 

August 5, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Omef of Staff: 

General: A deserter from the Second Maryland Battalion came 
into the lines of the colored division of the Ninth Corps early this a. m. 
This is the infantry battalion of the Maryland Line which lay all winter 
at Hanover Junction. When our troops reached Cold Harbor this bat- 
talion was added to the consolidated brigades of Archer and Walker, 
in Heth’s division, the brigade being now commanded by Colonel Mayo, 
of the Forty-seventh Virginia. This man (an Irishman) says that 
Heth’s division lies opposite the colored division ; that he does not think 
Wilcox’s division has returned from the other side of the James yet;* 
that he has heard of no troops being sent south; that the enemy are 
afraid of other mines which they understand we are going to explode; 
that the troops of Heth’s division are gotten under arms at 2 o’clock 
every night, and so kept until some time after daylight; that they are 
particularly afraid of an expected explosion to the (our) right of the 
said colored division, where a ravine comes up to a hill occupied by the 
enemy; that he knows of no mining going on by the enemy anywhere 
on this part of their line, but he has heard that somewhere on Beaure- 
gard’s part of the line the enemy are preparing a mine. He has heard 
no late news frobi Early, but heard yesterday that out West General 
Stoneman was captured, with 500 prisoners. 

V ery respectfully, 


GEOEGE H. SHAEPB/ 
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AuaufciT 5, 1864— 9 a. in. 

Captain Tisher: 

Parties of enemy at work in the redoabts to-night left and rear of 
Gregory house. 

L S. 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


SlG-NAL STATION; PUANK BoAD, 

Aug%cst 5; 1864 — 9,80 a, m. 

Maj. B. P. PishEr; 

]^o movements of enemy visible this morning. 

H. Wa FULTOI^, 

Sergeant, 


Huqes. Army or tue Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 5, 186i — 5,30 jg, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following is respectfully forwarded : 

Jordan's Housu Station. 

The enemy has just put a battery of five guns in the redoubt in rear of White- 
head's. 

T. R. CLARK, 

Signal Officer, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. PISHEE, 

Gajgtam and Chief Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sicnal Department, 

August 5, 1864 — 8,30 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Prom the plank road signal station I have the following: 


No movement of the enemy visible at this end of the line. No change apparent 
■when the heavy tiring commenced in front of the Eighteenth Corps. The enemy 
continued working during the day upon the work west of the Weldon railroad, also 
at other points of theii line. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. F. FISHEE, 

Gajatain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Headquaetbes Second Aemy Coeps, 
August 5, 1864 — 10 p. m. (Eeceived 6tb.) 

O eneral Meade: 

General Birney has just sent me the following statement: 

Prisoners from Hill's corps state that to prevent their march from Petersburg to 
this point being observed from the tower on the Appomattox, they were compelled 
to avoid the turnpike and come by a circuitous route 

This was a voluntary statement. 

WINP’D S. HANCOCK, 

Maior- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 6J5 p. m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you get your corps under 
arms, and send two divisions to the rear of Ord’s left, the commander 
reporting his arrival to General Ord, and holding the divisions ready 
to support him. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

3faJor' General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 5, 1864 — 7 p, m. 

Ma/jor-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: » 

General : I have received your dispatch of C.45 p. m., and have 
ordered Mottos and Miles’ divisions to proceed at once to General Ord’s 
left, reporting on arrival to General Ord. General Mott will be in 
command of the two divisions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFD S. HAHCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August d, 1864 — 7,45 p, m. 


Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General : I have the honor to report that my two divisions reported 
to General Ord as directed. They were informed that their services 
were not required, and are now returning to camp. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

wiHFD s. hancoce:, 

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 8,30 p, m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


Everything continuing' quiet. Your two divisions have been ordered 
to return to their camps. It is not necessary to keep the corps under 
arms. Possibly something may occur in the night. A small mine was 
exploded by the enemy about forty yards abreast of Ord’s line on its left j 
no harm done. Colonel Stedman was dangerously wounded in the 
firing. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 5 , 186i — 7 m. 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Brigadier-Geneial Miles, 

Commanding Divisions^ Seeoyxd Gorjgs: 

Generals: The major-general commanding directs that yon move 
yonr commands at once to the rear ot General Ord’s left (Eighteenth 
Corps), reporting on arrival to General Ord. General Mott will take 
command of both divisions. 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 

istant A d ju ta n t- Q enera L 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that all is quiet in my front. Nothing 
unusual occurred during the night. 

G. K. WAEEEN. 

Major- Geiieral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Atigust 5 , 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Do you know what that firing is? 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
3[ojor- General axid Chief of /Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 5 , 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The firing is to my right, toward the front of the Ninth and Eight- 
eenth Corps. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


General S. Williams : 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 5 , 1864 — 9 p. m. 


I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired 
in my front during the day. One deserter from Sixteenth Mississippi 
was received and forwarded. Three hundred men are at work to-night 
at Battery Tilton. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 



58 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIT. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

Aug%i^t 5, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Army Corps: 

Sir: I liave reason to know that should you consolidate the corps as 
sug\i?ested, and form the old First into a division, that General Ayres 
would not be unwilling but pleased to be its commander, provided the 
order was made without consulting him. He would not seek for it. I 
think the troops would all be willing to serve under him; they might 
not be under some other one. As there is little doing now, could it not 
be done as well now as at any time, if at all ? So far as 1 am concerned, 
I would prefer to have it done now than at a later period, provided I 
could bring about the arrangement which has been suggested in our 
conversations. I might get nd of a little toasting in this hot sun. 
Very respectMly, 

L. OUTLEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August Oj 1864. (Received 9 a. m.) 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report the ordinary state of affairs on my line. 
Abatis was put down and the work strengthened in other ways. The 
night was unusually quiet as regards firing. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Ta., August 5, 1864. 

General Seth Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

General : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 
general commanding, the following statement in regard to the mine: 
The main gallery is uninjured clear up to the tamping, which extends 
back thirty-five feet from the end of the gallery. Side galleries could 
be started from a point twenty-five feet this side of the tamping, run- 
ning off‘ diagonally to the enemy^s works on either side of the old crater. 
If the commanding general desires to make use of mining in connection 
with the operations of the army against Petersburg, this work could 
be done in a few days. 

I have the honor to be, generid, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

Augitst 5, 1864 — 6.80 p. m, 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Is that firing of artillery and musketry on your front? What is it? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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HeADQUARTEES Army OORPSj 

August 5, 1864 — 6M0 jg. on. 

General Humphreys: 

Part of it is. I have sent out to see. We lieard no musketry here. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters I^inth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864 — 7,45 jg. m. 

General Humphreys: 

The enemy exploded a mine in front of General Ames’ division. The 
understanding is the mine exploded short and did not reach our Trorks 
or do any damage. Eiring started at once and extended to our First 
Division front, hut amounted to very little. 

A. E. BHENSIDE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864 — 9 p, m. 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred 
on my front during the xiast twelve hours. ITew ahatis has been cut 
and will be laid to-night. All the information we have in regard to the 
firing this afternoon has already been given. 

A. E. BUEI^^SIDE, 

Major-General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 38. j August 5, 1864, 

I. By direction of major-general commanding the Ninth Corps I 
hereby assume the command of First Division, Ninth Army Corps. 

II. The following are announced as forming, until further orders, the 
stafP of this division, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly: 
Capt. C. J. Mills, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts Yoluuteers, acting assistant 
adjutant-general 5 Maj. S. Hovey, jr.. Twenty-first Massachusetts Yol- 
unteers, diviwsion inspector; Surg. M. K. Hogan, U. S. Yoluuteers, 
surgeon-in-chief; Capl. J. S. Tobey, Thirty-filth Massachusetts Yoluii- 
teers, acting assistant quartermaster; Capt. T. Y. England, IT. S. 
Volunteers, commissary of subsistence; Capt. J. W. Hudson, Thirty- 
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, engineer officer; Capt. George 0. Parker, 
Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, provost-marshal; Capt. E. E. 
Lewis, Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, acting ordnance officer. 

JULIUS WHITE, 
Brigadier- Generalj U. 8, Yolxmteers, 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before JPetersburg, Va.^ August 5, 1864 — 8 p, m. 
Lieut. Col. L. Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet 
along my line during the past twelve hours, except that immediately 
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after the explosion in front of the Eighteenth Corps on our right, the 
enemy shelled oiir lines vigorously ior about half an hour, causing 
some casualties. Some of the pickets on the right of our line ran in at 
the time of the explosion, but the line was immediately re-established. 
An officer of the Third Maryland Volunteers reports, from his own 
observation, that the advanced sap driven by the Eighteenth Corps, 
near the enemy’s works, was blown ui) by the enemy. Our men had 
notice of the explosion in time to save themselves, very few being 
injured. 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. WHITE, 

'Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division, 


Headquautbrs Second Division, Ninth Arimy Corps, 

Before Betershnrg, Va,, Augnst 5, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Winth Army Gorjgs: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that nothing of importance oc- 
curred on my front in the past twelve hours. Work is continued on the 
defenses, and the abatis is nearly completed. A detail of 500 men has 
been at work since 7 o’clock last evening on Fort Morton. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Betersh'iirg^ Vu., August 5, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Wintli Army Oorjgs: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been no move- 
ment on our front in the last twelve hours, and almost entire quiet has 
prevailed. The cannonading of the enemy in fronit of the Eighteenth 
Corps extended partially to our front, where, however, there was but 
little firing. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- Gen eral^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

August 5 , 1864 

Col. J. Irvtn CREoa, 

Commanding Second Division^ Cavalry Corjps: 

Colonel : The general commanding directs that you dispose the 
brigades and regiments of the Second Division, as follows: Four regi- 
ments of one brigade, not less than 1,200 men, on the left of the army, 
the picket-line of this force to connectj with the left of our infantry and 
extend around to the plank road, as now established ; patrols will also 
be sent from this force from McCann’s to the Lee’s Mill road, and the 
roadconnectingthese points will be picketed for somedistance, as also the 
plank road to the point where the picket-line strikes it. One regiment 
of the brigade will be posted in front of McCann’s, on the Norfolk rail- 
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road. This regiment will throw a picket forward on the ^Norfolk road 
to its intersection with the Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House 
road, and also on the road leading from McCann’s on the north side of 
the Norfolk railroad to Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House road. 
The patrols and vedettes of this brigade will be so posted as to cover all 
roads upon which any force of the enemy might approach the left or rear 
of the army, and the greatest vigilance will be required on their part 
to discover such advance. Everything of importance concerning the 
movements of the enemy will be at once communicated to these head- 
quarters. Brigade and regimental commanders will familiarize them- 
selves with the country in which they may be doing duty, as also the posi- 
tion of our infantry troops in their rear, this last that imiiortant infor- 
mation may be communicated to the nearest commander of such troops. 
The brigade on duty on the left of the army will be supplied with rations 
and forage for three days. The remaining brigade of the Second Divi- 
sion will be placed in cami) near Birchett’s on the City Point road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. KINGSBUEY, Jr., 
Assistant Adjntayit- General. 


Headquarters Thii^d Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Gity Pointy August 5 , 186 i — 10 a. m. 

Col. T. S, Bowers: 

(Care Captain Leet, Washington.) 

My division is ordered to Washington. Please have all the men 
belonging to it now there collected, and those dismounted supplied with 
horses at once. I would also like the Eighth Illinois Cavalry reassigned 
to me and be put in readiness to join the command as soon asjt gets 
there. 

J. H. WILSON, 

' Brigadier ’ General. 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 

City Pointy Ya., August 5, 1864. 

I. The diviwSion will embark iu the following order as fast as trans- 
ports are furnished: First, First Brigade, General McIntosh com- 
manding; second, Second Brigade, Gen. George H. Chapman; third, 
Pennington’s battery, Second U. S. Artillery; fourth, Fitzhugh’s bat- 
tery, Fourth U. S. Artillery; fifth, transportation. 

II. Brigade commanders will give their personal attention to the 
embarkation of their commands; seeing that no time is lost; that the 
men are provided with three days’ rations, and that proper means are 
taken to insure disciifiine and comfort while in transit. 

III. Eighty rounds of ammunition to a man will be carried in the 
cartridge-boxes and on the horses. 

IV. As soon as the men will be embarked, arms, accouterments, and 
clothing will be put in the best possible order, in anticipation of an 
active campaign. 

V. The division quartermaster and inspector are charged with super- 
intending the execution of this order. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson: 

L. SIEBEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters, 

In the Fields August 5, 186-i — 9 a, m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Washington^ J>. (7.: 

I sent Graham up and burnt Seddon’s house in retaliation for burn- 
ing tlie bouse of Mr. Blair. He went within a mile and a half of Fred- 
ericksburg and saw no enemy. All quiet. 

BEHJ. F. BLTLEB, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 

l7i the Meld, A ugust *5, 1861 — 9 a, m. 

Hon. Montuomery Blair: 

I sent General Graham with the army gun-boats and burned Sed- 
don’s house near Fredericksburg in retaliation for the burning of yours. 
That house has been in our hands several times and has been spared. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virg-inia and Horth Carolina, 

Ofeige of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 5, 1864 — 5 -p, m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 4.45 p. m. 
“ a train of sixteen cars, partly loaded with troops, i)assed the Junction 
toward Richmond.’^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. J^ORTOJSr, 
Ga;ptai)i and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Korth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 0 , 1861 — 5.80 'g. m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following message was signaled from the rebel signal 
station near Cox^s Ferry, and read by the signal officer at the Water 
Battery: 

Colonel M. : 

I have orders to open on any and everything, so you may expect to hear from ns in 
a day or two. 

s., 

Major. 


L. B. ]!^ORTOhr, 
Cagtain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 5j 1861 — 6 j), m, (Received 7 \), la.) 

Captain Norton: 

Enemy have opened fire from Howlett^s battery on the Water Bat- 
tery. Shots fall short. 

a. S. DANA, 
Captain^ 

General Birney: 

Do not reply to Hewlett’s battery until they seem to get the range. 

B. F. BIJTLBE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 6,15 j?. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

General Hancock is ordered to send two divisions to your left to sup- 
port you if you need it; the other will follow if required. H the affair 
should be over before they reach you, send a staff officer to meet them 
and turn them back. The commander of the two divisions is ordered 
to inform you of his arrival. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 6.45 p. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Major-General Meade wishes to know what the firing in your front 
amounts to ? 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8taff. 


Headquarters Eiohtbbnth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864. (Received 7 p. ni.^ 

Maior-General Meade: 

A blast of a mine apparently exploded some fifteen minutes ago, fol- 
lowed by musketry on the left of my line. The heavy musketry lasted 
but a short time. Since then there has been heavy cannonading along 
the line and to my left. I have sent staff officers to the front to notify 
me of the location of the mine if on my line. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 7 p. c 


Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 


Do you mean that a mine was sprung on your left? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Eiohteeni'h Arxy Corps, 

August 5, 1804. (Eeeeived 7.15 p. m.) 

General Meade : 

There appears to be no assault on my front. The explosion seemed 
to be on Burnside’s right or niy left. Eeeounoitering parties are out, 
and I expect exact report in a few minutes. Where are the divisions 
of Hancock’s corps to be met should I have-occasion to send to them ? 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Atigust 5, 1864—7.26 jp. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

GommancLmg Eighteenth Gorjos : 

Hancock was directed to send his two divisions to the rear of your 
left and the commander to report his arrival to you. Hancock’s corps 
is camped near the Deserted House where he was before he crossed the 
James. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864. (Received 8.10 p. in.) 

General Humphreys: 

There was a small mine exploded about 7 o’clock forty yards in -front 
of my left 5 no damage to our works. There was no assault. Loss so 
far appears triJling, except Colonel Stedman dangerously wounded by 
a canister-shot. My line is intact: all reserves ordered back to camp. 

E. O. 0. ORD, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 

(Copy to General Butler.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 


Major-General ORD, 


August 5, 1864 — 7.45 p. m. 


Commanding Eighteeiith Corps : 


Everything remaining quiet, the major-general commanding has 
ordered General Mott, commanding the tAvo divisions of the Second 
Corps, to return to camp 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 


Major-General Ord : 


August 5, 1864 — 8,80 p. m. 


The enemy must have some object in exploding the mine in your 
front. They could not make the mistake in distance reported, forty 
yards. I should rather judge they intend to-night to make a lodgment 
and occupy and extend the crater. If I could get or make any fire- 
balls I would throw them, and keep a iiretty sharp fire on the crater. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
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HEADQUARTEKfci ElOnTEENTH AeMY CoRPS, 

August 5, 18GL (Eeceived 9.10 p. m.) 

General Meade: 

I have no fire or light balls, but will take what measures I can to 
prevent a lodgment according to youi* suggestions. 

E. O, 0. ORD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864. 

General Butler: 

Colonel Stedman^s wound is very severe. Can he not be recom- 
mended by telegraph for a brevet brigadier? 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

Aug%ist 5, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: The general commanding directs that you make the 
following disiiositions of your command, viz: One regiment, as at 
present, to be posted at Sycamore Church; one regiment to be posted 
at Zion Church. Prom this regiment a strong picket to be posted at 
the point where you at i3resent connect with the Second Division. 
Pickets wiU also be sent to the right to the cross-iDads about one 
mile south of Zion Church. All roads leading to Prince George 
Court-House will be covered by patrols or vedettes. The remaining 
regiments of your division will be kept in camp near Birchett’s. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. KINGSBUEY, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Butler^s Headquarters, 

August 6*, 1661 — 1^ m. 

Major-General Meade : 

The following is sent for your information: 

The signal otficer on the Spring Hill station reports that at 11.45 a. m. about 
1,000 cavalry and eighty ambulances and wagons passed the Junction on a road 
beyond tho turnpike going to^ya^d Richmond. 


Respectfully, 


B. P. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 6j 1864. 

General Butler: 

Did you telegraph to General Grant about the reported movement of 
rebel troops toward Richmond to-day? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 
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Butler’S Headquarters, 

August 6y 1864, 


Maj. Gen. Georoe G. Meade : 

I have not. Shall make a report to-night of all movements during 
the day. I^ine not working last night. 

BENfJ. F. BTJTLBE, 

Major-General, 


Quartermaster-General’s Office, 

Washington^ D, 6'., August 6^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. E. Inoalls, 

Chief Quartermaster^ (fee., City Faint: 

General Eucker says do not send the ambulances until after the 300 
wagons, teams, and drivers, which are most needed, are shipped. By 
that time he will be able to decide whether the ambulances will be nec- 
essary. Transports, I am assured, are not detained here twenty min- 
utes after unloading. Georgianna, Kennebec, Balloon, and Charleston 
leave Baltimore this morning for City Point. Orders in regard to for- 
age given as requested. 

M. 0. MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General and Brevet Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potoiviac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

Augicst 6, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Kine deserters from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade came in 
this morning. Tliey report that the enemy are not mining on the front 
of their division j that they are merely strengthening their works. 
They say that yesterday two heavy Parrott guns were being mounted 
in the fort near the old Chimneys- One deserter from Heth’s division, 
who came in this morning, reports that hivs division is lying on the 
right of Mahone’s, extending to the railroad near the lead- works, but 
can give no other information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTTEE, 

Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig-., 3d Div., 2d Corps, 

No. 2. ) August 6j 1864, 

The colonel commanding desires to congratulate the troops upon the 
promptness with which they assembled last night at the call to arms. 
It gave evidence of a spirit highly commendable and worthy of soldiers 
in the great cause in which we are engaged. To be thus prompt is the 
battle won. Hereafter in these sudden calls to arms the first regiment 
formed will have the honor of leading the column. 

By command of Col. Eobert McAllister: 

W. J. EUSLING, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Fieth Army Corps, 

August 6, 1864. (E-eceived 11 a. m.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the night. 
Seven deserters from Florida brigade were received this morning and 
forwarded. 

G. K. WAEREH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fieth Corps, 

August 6^ 1864 — 9.30 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet in my 
front to-day. A detail of 300 men is at work at Battery Tilton to- 
night. 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major- General. 


General Williams: 


Headquarters ISTinth Army Corps, 

August 6j 1864. 


I have the honor to report that all was quiet on my line during the 
night, and everything much as usual. 

A. E. BUElSrSIDE, 

Major-General. 


[August 6, 18C4. — For Burnside to Stanton, relative to composition 
of the Court of Inquiry ordered to examine into the affair of July 30, 
see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 531.] 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 6y 1864. 

Major-General Burnside, 

Commanding Ninth Corjgs : 

I am instructed to say that the major-general commanding has heard 
that during the recent flag of truce Colonel Thomas, commanding bri- 
gade in the Fourth Division of the Mnth Corps, was taken by the 
enemy and detained some twenty-two hours. The major-general com- 
manding desires to know whether you have any knowledge of this 
matter, and, if so, what the particulars are. 

A. A. HUMPHEEY8, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 6, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside, 

Conimandhig Ninth Army Corps: 

General : Your letter of t^he 5th instant, in relation to the condition 
of the mine recently exploded in your front, has been laid before the 
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major-general commanding^ by whom I am directed to say in reply 
that it is not at present in contemplation to make any farther nse of 
the mine in connection with the operations in front of Petersburg, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutanp General, 


Headquartebs Kinth Corps, 
August 6, 1864. (Eeceived 9.20 p. m.) 

General Williaks: 

All has been quiet on my front to-day. At present some little mortar 
firmg is going on* One of my battery commanders reports as follows : 

The rebels appear to have some movement on foot. They have been leaving the 
breast-works to our front and left in squads of three or four during the afternoon, 
being equipped with knapsacks and muskets. There lias been a cloud of dust be- 
hind the woods, as if troops were moving, but I could not say in what direction. It 
is my opinion they were moving to our left. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Peter slitrg^ Ya.<^ AugiLst 6, 1864 — m. 
Lieut. Col. L. Richmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Hinth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report everything quiet along my 
front for the past twelve hours. A working party, under the direction 
of Captain Hudson, division engineer officer, has been ordered to con- 
struct a covered way leading to the right of our picket-line, which will 
render access to it perfectly secure. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. WHITE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., August 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Hartranpt, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

You will relieve the troops of Colonel Humphrey's brigade now in 
the trenches with your command to-night. Colonel Humphrey will 
furnish the number equivalent to the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers from his brigade. 

By order of Brigadier-General Willcox: 

ROBT. A. HUTCHINS, 
Captain amd Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AuausT 6, 1864—8.30 a. m. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War : 

At 6.30 p. m. yesterday the enemy sprang a small mine in front of 
the Eighteenth Corps, near Petersburg, about forty yards in front of our 
works. They did not make an assault. A fresh artillery fire was 
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opened along the whole of our line. The casualties small. I regret to 
say that Colonel Stedman, Eleventh Connecticut, is dangerously 
wounded. I beg leave to renew my application that he receive promo- 
tion by brevet for gallant and meritorious services. Our lines are 
intact, and all is quiet in front of Petersburg. The enemy opened 
upon us from the Hewlett house battery. No loss. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE. 


Headquarters^ 

A ugust 6^ 1864 — 9*30 p* m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant, 

^YasMngton: 

All has been quiet to-day. Eegular shelling going on bjefore Peters- 
burg. At noon 1,000 cavalry and 80 wagons x>assed Junction towai'd 
Eichmond. Eichmond papers of this morning. No news save that a 
landing has been made on Dauphin Island near Mobile and an attack 
begun on Fort Gaines. August 3, Macon Confederate, late Atlanta 
Appeal, says the country will be glad to learn that our army has been 
re-enforced by many thousand veteran troops; that all thoughts of 
giving up Atlanta have vanished. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General* 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

A%igust d, 1864 — 10*30 a. m* 


Col. J. W * Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 10.15 a. 
m. he saw a train of thirty wagons pass the Junction on turnpike toward 
Eichmond. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer* 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August d, 1864 — 1.35 p. m 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at the Water Battery station reports 
that at 1.15 p. m. a large force of cavalry was seen to our left of 
enemy^s pontoon going north.’^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 

Captain and Chief Signal O^eer. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Atigust 6^ 1864 — 8,50. 


Captain Norton: 

The enemy have unmasked three more guns on their left of Hewlett 
battery. 

G. S. DANA, 
Gaptain^ Signal Corps. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 22. 3 I)i the Field, near Hateher^s, Ya., Angiist 6, 1864. 

The following communication, received from the major-general com- 
manding the department, is promulgated for the information of this 
command. Thg descriptive rolls of the volunteers will be made out and 
forwarded to these headquarters by 10 a. in. on Monday. It is hoped 
that the fiill number of volunteers required from the Tenth Corps will 
be forthcoming: 


Headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, T Aufiust 6, 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Anny Corps: 

I propose to call for volunteers to do a lahorious piece of digging and making of 
eaxth- works, which I wish to he performed with efficiency and celerity. I want 1,000 
men for that purpose. Will you please call for volunteers from your corps under 
these circumstances and with these limitations? Volunteers are wanted, to labor 
continuously, not exceeding twenty days, in digging and moving earth. There will 
be employed not to exceed 1,200 men. They will be worked seven hours and a half 
a day, in two reliefs— one working from 5 to 12.30, the other from 12.30 to 7.30. For 
this labor they will be paid eight cents each hour extra, and as it is fatigue duty a 
ration of half a gill of whisky will be served out to such as desire it each day,' or 
its worth added to the pay of such as do not desire it. Laziness or inattention to 
duty will be punished by dismissal from the work and being returned to the regi- 
ment, with forfeiture of the pay earned. They will be paid for the first ten days at 
the expiration of that time, and the remainder as soon as tlie work is finished, which 
is not expected to exceed ton days more. The captain of each company will give an 
exact descriptive roll of the men volunteering, and when ordered will have the squad 
of volunteers ready to report under the charge of some comi^etent non-commissioned 
oflScer, who is expected to labor with his squad. The details will be reported on 
Monday morning next, and will be ready to march on Tuesday morning. Your order 
will be read carefully at the head of each company at two company parades, and 
volunteers called for. It is not expected to take more than 600 men from your corj^s, 
if so many will volunteer. I propose to call for an equal volunteer force from the 
Eighteenth Army Corps. 

I have the honor to be, very truly yours, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


By command of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Bric., 1st Div., IOth A. C., 

No. 20. 3 Beep Bottom, Va., August 6, 1864. 

In view of an attack upon this position, the following dispositions 
will be made and the following orders govern the troops of this com- 
mand : 

L The pickets if attacked will be expected to hold the line now 

esfahlished ntcrainst thp nr cilrirmiQhArQ iitiIaqci tliA 
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enemy^s line is supported by bodies of troops and the attack assumes 
the aspect of a general assault, and they will be re-enforced for this 
purpose, if necessary, and unless otherwise ordered will be under the 
dipction of the officer of the day, who will be held responsible for the 
faithful execution of the foregoing paragraph of this order. 

II. If the attack is in force and by superior numbers they will grad- 
ually retire, fighting as skirmishers, taking advantage of the ground 
and trees, thus keeping the enemy at bay until proper dispositions can 
be made of the troops in camj;). 

III. If they should be forced back of the slashing on the right it 
will be set on fire by orders from these headquai'ters, but not until all 
hope has passed of our ability to hold it. 

lY. In case the pickets should retire within the intrenched line they 
will, unless otherwise ordered, report to their respective regiments, to 
be disposed of by their commanding officers. 

Y. All dismounted troops in the command, and who are in camp and 
not otherwise disposed of, will, unless otherwise ordered, be formed 
under arms and take positions in the intrenchments nearest their 
respective camps, covering as much of the line as possible by deploy- 
ment in the breast- works, and await further orders. 

YI. The detachment of Fii'st New York Mounted Eifles will be pre- 
pared to mount and will await orders from these headquarters. 

YII. The artillery will commence firing as soon as any bodies of the 
enemy’s troops ai^pear in view when they can fire without endangering 
the safety of our skirmishers. 

YIII. The foregoing will govern the action of commanders in case of 
an attack unless otherwise ordered. 

By order of Brig, Gen, E. S. Poster : 

[J. M. BAENAED, Jr.,] 
LienUnant and Aule^de-Gamp. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 6y 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General Meade: 

The engineer officer reports that the explosion last night must have 
been occasioned by a mistake of the enemy thinking we were mining 
from hearing our picks in a sap near the Crater. The Crater is not in 
a place likely to be occupied by them. Colonel Stedman died this 
morning about 7.30. 

B. O. C. CEB, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 6‘, 1864, 

Colonel Sharper, 

Chief of Staff : 

Engineer officer reports, after a reconnaissance, that the enemy must 
have blown up a counter mine, believing we had a mine upon them 
from our picking in a sap nearly over them. The Crater is not in a 
place likely to be occupied by them. Colonel Stedman died fifteen 
minutes ago. 

OEB, 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. EionxEENTn Army Corps, 

]JTo. 99. 3 Near Fetershimj, Va.^ August 6^1864. 

I. Division coinmaiidcrs wiU cause tlie details for duty in tlie line 
of trenches to be made so as to have one-half their (‘ommands on such 
duty, the other half being held in I'oserve. Tliey will make careful 
personal iiisi)ection of the number reported from each regiment avail- 
able for such duty, and see that every able-bodied man present, with 
the exception of cooks, clerks, and orderKes, has his tour of duty in 
the trenches, and that the number of exceptions are reduced to the 
minimum. 

II. It is ordered that an issue of quinine in the whisky will be made 
daily. Division commanders will give such orders to the surgeons in 
chief of their respective commands as will at once cause the necessary 
quantity of quinine to be issued. The surgeons in chief of brigades 
must see that the quinine and whisky is properly mixed for issue, and 
the brigade commanders will be held responsible that the same is prop- 
erly issued. Division commanders will direct a staff officer to ascer- 
tain by personal inspection that this is done and every dereliction will 
be at once reported. 

III. Every precaution will be taken to prevent sickness, protect the 
men from the fire of the enemy, and to otherwise reduce the loss of 
elective strength. When in reserve details should be made to build 
proper shade for the reserve camps. Regular inspections of the wells 
and sinings from which the men obtain their water should be made to 
see that they are kept in a proper state of cleanliness, and that sen- 
tinels are placed over them to prevent their being injured or defiled. 

IV. Division commanders will ascertain, and forward a report to these 
headquarters, if the medical force of their respective commandvS is 
sufficient and efficient. Great care and attention to this matter is nec- 
essary on account of the increasing sickness throughout the command. 

y. This order must be read to each regiment of this corps when in 
reserve. 

Ey command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord : 

WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr., 

3Iajor and Assistant Adjiitunt- General. 


Fort Powhatan, August 6, 1864. 

General E. F. Eutler: 

I think there is a considerable force of rebels between here and Swan 
Point, led by Roger A. Pryor. Two of colored cavaliy repairing tele- 
graph line Avere killed last night and one missing. The line, however, is 
in working order. 

G. S. IXNIS, 

Colonel 133d Ohio National Guard Regiment^ Gomdg. Post. 


Fort Powhatan, August 1864. 

Major-General Bittlbe, 

Commanding Department of North Carolina and Virginia : 
General: iNegroes say they saw at least 100 men. Their horses 
were hitched in the woods, and the men were formed along tlie road in 
a ditch or rifle-pits. One free negro said they captured him; took him 
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into their lines ; showed, him their men, and told him they had 80 
or 100 men. This was last evening about sunset. This morning I can- 
not find or hear of them. If I can find out anything certain about 
them I will telegraph you. Several citizens have recently come in vol- 
untarily and asked to be allowed to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Grovernment of the United States. Shall I have it administered to all 
that avsk it if I believe them to be acting in good faith? 

I am, very respectfully, general, your most obedient servant, 

G. S. INNIS, 
Golonely Commanding Post 


August 6 , 1864, 

Colonel Sanders: 

I have assigned you to duty in !N‘orfolk as provost-marshal because I 
have confidence in your judgment, integrity, and i)ersonal habits to 
correct abuses which exist there. The great vices of the officers are 
whoring and drinking, neither of which can be interfered with, of course, 
unless they interfere with duties or are open and public. Officers seen 
riding in the streets with notorious women will be arrested at once, 
whatever may be their rank. Drunkenness in public will be at once 
arrested, no matter what are the staggering insignia of officer. I will 
support and sustain you, rest assured. I doubt not you have a kind 
heart, but in dealing with offenders it is the worst quality a man can 
have. Another matter which is sufiered to go unchecked is brawling 
and talking in public places against the Government and its officers. 
That is not permissible in a garrison. There is no freedom of speech 
there, whatever there maybe elsewhere. There is hardly a person who 
has a permit to sell liquor who does not violate it. Getthe general order 
and make the retailers live up to it, specially innholders and restaurants. 

Yours, truly, 

BE]Srj. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- Omeral, Commanding, 


Batcuelder’s Creek, N. C., August 6, 1864, 

Colonel Savage, 

Camp Palmer: 

The troops on outpost from Eed house to iN’euse road are : Eed house, 
36 men, 2 officers ; Eeserve, Neuse road, 94 men, 3 officers ; Beech Grove, 
09 men, 2 officers; Camp One hundred and thirty-second iTew York, 42(> 
men, 23 officers; Troops B andJ), Twelfth New York Cavalry, mounted 
men, 41 men, 4 officers. The above is the aggregate, except Troops B 
and D. Men of the Ninety-ninth New York are leaving daily to be 
mustered out. • 

G. H. HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 132d New York, 


August 6, 1864 — ^9 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

All quiet. No movement. Large parties of enemy engaged on works 
in woods in rear of Chimneys. Wagons hauling trees to front line of 
works. 

WAETS, 

Lieutenant, 
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 6^ 1864 — 12.15 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatches were received an hour since, but 
delayed until I could ascertain the probable number and direction of 
the moving column: 

Walthall House Station. 

The enemy’s signal officer reports movements of a four-gun battery near Battery No. 
5 going toward our front ; the battery is probably Captain Ashby^s (Battery E, Third 
New York). A column of infantry is moving on the Richmond road. Will report 
more definitely in a shoit time. 

C. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 

The column of infantry reported moving toward the right was an liour and a half 
passing a point on the Richmond road, north 40 degrees west from heie, and was 
followed by upward of thirty wagons. The rear of the train passed at 10.30. 

C. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Probably a division of infantry going to the enemy^s pontoon bridge 
over the James. 


A. A. H. 


August 6, 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Thirty more wagons have just passed the same point on Eichmond 
road by which the column of infantry marched, moving to the right. 
About thirty-five cavalrymen just passed the open space back of White- 
head^s Factory, going toward the city* 

GHAS. L. DAVIS, 

Captain^ i&e. 


August 6, 1864 — ^7.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Fotomac: 

A long column of smoke rising north 76 degrees west from here and 
at least ten miles distant. The woods along the railroad have been 
burning to-day to the right of a point north 68 degrees west from 
here. The enemy^s signal officer has just reported a regiment of 
cavalry crossing the pontoon bridge to this side; also about 100 cav- 
alry going into camp near Cobb’s, and no boats seen on the river. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 

Captain^ &c. 


Jordan’s House Station, 

August 6j 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

The enemy have put a battery of five guns in the redoubt in rear of 
Whitehead’s. 


T. E. OLAEK. 
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Captain Castle: 


Signal Station, Plank Road, 

August 6, 1864 — 7 p. m. 


No columns of troops observed moving to-day. More than tlie usual ' 
amount of wagons passed and repassed on line of Weldon railroad dur- 
ing the day. Operations on enemy^s works continue at different points 
on the line. 


H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

August 6, 1864 — 7 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

The enemy have been busy most of the day strengthening works 
south-southeast of Petersburg, same as reported last evening. A heavy 
fatigue party busy all day carrying light timbers through a cut about 
twenty rods to right of above wprks and disappearing in woods a short 
distance left of white house. No movements of account visible in 
enemy’s line from this point. Some dust seen during afternoon south 
and west of city. Camps and wagon parks same as yesterday. 

A. 0. JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

August 6‘, 1864 — 7 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Two trams of eight wagons each moved to our left this a. m. About 
same number of \s?agons toward Petersburg at 6 p. m. No change in 
camps. Quite an amount of logs and rails carried in the unformed 
work northwest of station. 


H. W. PULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters Arivey op the Potomac, 
August 7, 1864 — 1 p. m. (Received 9 p. ifl.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Washington: 

The following is forwarded for what it is worth: 


Hbadquakters Army of thr Potomac. 
Provost-Marshal-General's Department, 

August 7, 1864. 


Major-General Humphreys: 

Three citizen refugees were forwarded to these headquarters this morning, who 
left Petersburg last evening at 6 o^clock. One of them was a miller, another a rail- 
road employ d, and the third a grocer — all citizens of the town. They left the city 
on a hand-car, going down the railroad as far as Reams' Station, where they were 
piloted into our lines by a negro. We think they are all right. They give but little 
information. They state that the Danville road has been in operation about two 
weeks, but that very little freight is received on it. On the Weldon road they have 
lately been bringing up large supplies of com and bacon. They believe all three 
corps of the enemy to be here. W^at portion of them is on the north side of the 
Appomattox they are unable to say. They are not informed that any force has been 
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but ve:^ fe'W residents remain, and they are all in the upper part of the to^vn. Many 
of the inhabitants are living in tents in the woods above the city. The shelling has 
done considerable damage. They understood the divisions of cavalry under Fitz- 
hugh Leo and W. H. P. Lee were both on the right of Lee’s army, extending as far 
as Reams’ Station. Saw quite a large force of cavalry on this side Reams’ Station, 
about half a mile from the station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. BABCOCK. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Va., August 7, 1864-—noon, 

(Eeceived 9 p. m.) 

Major-GeBeral Meios, 

Quartermaster- General : 

About half of Wilson’s division, 1,800 horses and men, has been 
embarked, and 130 wagons. Some few ambulances were shipped before 
the receipt of your dispatch of 2 jy, m, yesterday. NTo more until 
required. I sent lists of transports, with statement of capacity for 
carrying troops, by mail this morning for your information. It shows 
that if all should be assembled at any one point there would be 
enough for a corps of 25,000 men, with twelve batteries of artillery. 
I am just informed by the Bureau of Information that ^‘no rebel 
troops have left our front recently.” I know the enemy keeps vigilant 
watch on our transports as they pass up and down the" river. He has 
lookout stations for the purpose. He has opened on them with artil- 
lery frequently from Wilcox’s Landing. Will you please have a light- 
boat placed at Kettle Bottom Shoals? I applied for this some time 
ago to General Grant, and asked also that the Navy be requested to 
have the buoys in the Potomac and James Eivers replaced where nec- 
essarv* 

EXJFUS IKGALL8. 


Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Fieldy August 7, 1864 — 6,50 jg, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Befputy Frovost-Marshal- General, General Meade^s Sdqrs.: 

A deserter reports Kershaw’s division to be directly in our front 
here, in the rear of Pickett’s division, ready to re-enforce either across 
the James or the Appomattox. This is positive, as he, as well as others, 
talked with and saw men from the division. Do you desire me to send 
you the deserters, as weU as their information, or is their information 
sufficient? 

JOHN I. DAYEKPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Frovost-Marshal. 


August 7, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

All quiet in enemy’s works this day. A heavy column of dust arose 
above woods to west of this station. It continued two hours and a 
half, but the cause of it could not be seen from this station. 

I. S. LTONT, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer, 
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Eaj. B. F. Fisher, 
Signal Officer^ 


Stjltion near Gibbon’s House, 

August 7*, 1864 — 5.30 ]). m. 

Army of the Potomac : 


Nothing of unusual interest has been noticed from station to-day. 
cattei'ing column of infantry, probably 100 strong, marcMng to the 
ift; was noticed at a point west-by-nortk of station on a road through 
corn-field. Work has been suspended on the rebel works during the 
ay. Apparent cessation of hostilities on the center of the Eighteenth 
iorps line. Both pickets were on their works apparently engaged in 
onversation, but went in their works at 4.15. 


B. W. MABCY. 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

Aiigust 7, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Eaj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

KotMng of importance noticea in front of this station to-day. A 
essation of hostilities in front of center of Eighteenth Corps between 
and 4 this p. m., pickets of both sides appearing openly on their 
^orks. Artillery in front of right of Ninth Corps engaged between 
ours of 3.30 and 4.30 p. m. 


A. 0. JOKDAN, 

Sergeant. 


Plane: Eoah Sional Station, 

August 7, 1864 — 7 p. m. 

)aptain Castle: 

A new work commenced in rear of second line of works and directly 
1 rear of Gregory’s house from station. Few shots exchanged trom 
attery on our front and battery on right of plank road. Unusually 
uiet along enemy’s lines. No visible change in camps. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Hdqrs. Army oe the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 7, 1861 — 7.20 p. m. 

lajor-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to report that one of my lookouts saw 
his evening dust rising from a road to the right of the lead- works and 
3admg iniS Petersburg. The dust extended about the distance of 
alf a mile along the road. At one point he was able to see the column 
ir a few minutes and to distinguish that it was infantry. It passed 
hrough the city and apparently halted upon reaching the left bank of 
he Appomattox. He supposed it to have been a brigade of about 2,000 
len. An officer on another station saw the same bank of dust, and 
tates that it seemed to be rising from the road for over two hours, but 
he above account is the clearest I have had. No evening report yet 
L*om the plank road station, which mayibhrow more light upon it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

(Ihipf Sin mini Oiftofir. 



78 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

'So, 205. 3 Before Petersburg^ Ya,^ August 7, 1864, 

3. The Fourth New York Heavy Artillery is assigned to the First 
Division of the corps, and will report accordingly. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEANOIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864 — 9 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in my 
front during the past night. Considerable picket-firing in fr’ont of the 
command on my right. 


G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864, 

Brig. Gen, S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Two deserters have just been sent in by General Crawford. One of 
them is an artilleryman, and can give information as to the planting 
of some heavy guns by the enemy in front of our position near the 
plank road. I send these men up. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjtutant-Geyieral : 

I have the honor to report everything quiet in my front to-day. 
detail of 300 men is at work to-night at Battery Tilton. 


G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major- Gen eral^ Comma nding. 


A 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

No. 194. 3 August 7, 1864* 

* # * # # # 

2. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the Poto- 

mac, the Twenty-second Eegiment of Massachusetts Volunteers will 
proceed, with the least practicable delay, to report to Brig, Gen. E. 
Ingalls, chief quartermaster, at City Point, for temporary duty at the 
repair depot. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 7, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Feed. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJj Fifth Army Corps: 

COLONEL: Two deserters came into my lines last night — one, named 
Burton, belonged to Pegram’s artillery battalion, Letcher’s battery, 
the other to the Eighth Alabama. The former being an intelligent 
man I proceeded with him to the front, and have obtained the fol- 
lowing information: Resting on the left of the plank road and about 
400 yards from the enemy’s lines is a battery of two 36-pounders 
concealed by cedars. Pits are being dug for three 62-ponnders at the 
same spot. McIntosh’s battalion of four companies is in the work op- 
posite our work on Bartlett’s front. To the enemy’s right of that work 
are four hTapoleons, under Captain Dement, of Baltimore. Eight mor- 
tars have been placed in the crater produced by the explosion on the 
30th instant. The enemy’s infantry does not extend farther to our left 
than the barn near the new fort lately reported. Beyond that as far 
as the lead-works the lines are held by Pegram’s battalion of artillery. 
The enemy has about twenty-one guns between the Gregory house and 
the lead-works. He has but one 3-inch rifled gun in the new work 
opposite and beyond our left. The lead- works are used as a commis- 
sary department and have large supplies. They are guarded by two 
regiments of Kirkland’s brigade, of Heth’s division, North Carolina 
troops. He states that the mine exploded by the enemy on Friday was 
generally considered to be a failure, but that there is another near that 
point and which is intended to destroy the battery that fires upon the 
city. He reports that the artillery of HiU’s corps consists of five bat- 
talions, Colonel Walker, chief of artillery, commanding. These bat- 
talions are Pegram’s, five companies, twenty-one guns,- McIntosh’s, 
four companies, number of guns not known; Johnson’s, five compa- 
nies, number of guns not known; Gurnett’s, four companies, Major 

Reilly commanding; , four companies, commander’s name not 

remembered. The concealed battery of 32-pounders bears upon a train 
on the plain in front of your head(][uarters. This man states that the 
enemy can see our troops or batteries passing that point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ ’ S. W. CEAWFOED, 

Brigadier- General., Conimandhig. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864. (Eeceived 6.30 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

Your dispatch iu reference to Colonel Thomas received. It is the 
fact that Colonel Thomas was taken prisoner, and I had supposed that 
the information had gone to the headquarters Army of the Potomac. 
Upon investigation I find that the report stating the fact was delayed 
for more explicit information, which I directed my inspector-general to 
procure, and by some oversight this information has not been for- 
warded, but will be early this morning. It was of no military impor- 
tance, as Colonel Thomas was taken in blindfolded and sent out at 
night without any correspondence with us. ^ ^ BURNSIDE 

Major- General. 
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General Williams: 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

AtignU 7, 1661 — 0 a, m. 


I have the honor to report that nothing nniisnal occuried on my front 
last night. There was considerable mortar firing by enemy Avithout 
doing us any damage. 

A. E. BUEXSIDE, 

Major- OeyieraL 


Headquarters Kinth Corps, 

August 7, 1864. 

Captain Parker: 

I am soiTy to trouble you, but am very anxious to know if anything 
has been heard from General Grant, or when he will arrive. 

A. E. BUEIS-SIDE, 

Major- General. 


Eothing positive or direct has been heard from General Grant. 

E. S. PAEKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


City Point, Atigust 7, 18b4. 

Captain Parker: 

General Burnside requests me to ask when General Grant is ex- 
pected here. Please answer and oblige. 

Tery respectfully, 

FEED. T. BIOKFOED, 


Ojgerator Military Telegraph. 


We have no information from General Grant and hein^e can form no 
conjecture as to when he will return. 

E. S. PAEKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


City Point, August 7, 1864. 

General Burnside; 

General Grant has not passed Fortress Monroe. We have no infor- 
mation that he has left Washington. He has not communicated with 
us here since he left. He should be here early to-morrow. 

EHFUS IKGALLS, 

Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster. 


General Williams: 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864 — 9 p. m. 


I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred 
on my front to-day beyond a fierce mortar shelling by the enemy about 
4 p. m. Major Chipman, Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, was killed. 
We sufiered no other damage. 

A. E. BUEN8IDE, 

Major^'Ceneral, 
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Headquarters First Division, IS'inth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fee., A^igust 7, 1864, 

Lieut. Ool. L. Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Gorjgs : 

' Colonel : I have the honor to report all quiet in my front for the 
past twelve hours, except a fierce mortar-firing about 4 p. m., lasting 
about one hour, causing several casualties, among which, I regret to 
say, was the death of Maj. Charles Chipmaii, Twenty-ninth Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, commanding Fourteenth Hew York Heavy Artillery. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. WHITE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division, 

Major Ohipman was not instantly killed, but can only live a few hours, 
as a large piece of shell passed through his head. 


Hdqrs. First Brig-., Second Div., Hinth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg, Va,, August 7, 1864, 

Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps : 

Colonel: 1 have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred 
in this front during my tour as general of the trenches. Along the 
eutke front parties are at work strengthening the line. In the First 
Division a traverse is completed, enabling the pickets to be relieved 
without exposure. In the Second Division abatis is being put in posi- 
tion, trenches widened, and traverses built. The Third Di^dsion are 
strengthening their lines, and running a gallery on their right to dis- 
cover if the enemy is mining their line. A large detail is at work en- 
larging and strengthening the fourteen-gun battery. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. E. BLISS, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade, General of the Trenches, 


Headquarters Third Division, Hinth Abmy Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Ya,, August 7, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Corps: 

Sir: I have the honor to report all quiet on my front; the usual 
picket-firing still continues. Brigadier-G-eneral Hartranft, with First 
Brigade, relieved the Second Brigade on the line last night. 

1 am, very respectfdlly, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 7, 1864 — 8 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

General: The commander of the cavalry brigade picketing on our 
left has fui'nished no report since relieving the brigade of the Third 
Cavalry Division. Please direct him to report, as before, anything im- 
6 B R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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portant that, occurs to the corps commander on the left, Major-General 
Warren^ and also to these headquarters, which he will likewise keep 
posted as to the condition of affairs in his front, morning and evening. 
The commanding general thinks that your headquarters should be at 
some point central to your command, where you could be speedily 
reached from these headquarters and communicate readily with your 
whole command. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Washington, August 7, 1864. 


Major-General Butler: 

Your telegram was received last evening. The appointment of Col- 
onel Stedman as brigadier by brevet for gallant and meritorious serv- 
ice was made yesterday. 

EBWTNT M. STAOTOK, 

Secretary of War. 


Washington, Aiigxist 7, 1864^7.12 p. m. 

Ma,]or-General Butler: 

The brevet of brigadier-general has been conferred on Colonel Sted- 
man. I learn he is deceased. Whom shall the appointment be sent to 
Eespectfully, 

JAS. A. HAEDIE, 
Colonel and Inspector- General. 


Headquarters, 
August 7, 1864 — 10.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant, or, in his absence, 

Secretary oe War, 

Washington : 

All quiet in the lines of our armies since last advices. Enemy moved 
to Eichmond ten passenger and three freight cars filled with troops. 
They did not cross at Drewry^s Bluff. Did not stop in front of us, or 
they would not have been put on cars. Fourteen wagons and a drove 
of beeves crossed this eve at Chaffin’s Bluff. Kershaw’s division is in my 
front, between the Appomattox and James. From the accounts in rebel 
papers to August 4 I do not credit Herald’s report of Farragut’s suc- 
cess. Would it were true. 

BBNJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Generalj Commanding, 


G. V. Fox, 

Assistant Secretary of the Wavy : 
The Eichmond Examiner of the 6th has: 


Headquarters, 
August 7, 1864 — 10 a. m. 


Mobile, August 4. 

Yesterday and last evening the enemy threw an infantry force on Dauphin Island, 
seven miles from Port Gaines. The fleet outside is large. This morning the Federal 
douhle-ender opened on the transport Dick Keys, and then on the mrt, which is 
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slowly replying. General Maury calls on all to enroll themselves for battle. Great 
confidence prevails. A Federal force estimated at 16,000 occupied Holly Springs, 
Miss. 

No other news. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


Hdqrs, Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 7, 1864 — 5,05 p. m, 

Capt. G, S. Dana, 

Signal Officer, Headquarters Tenth Army Corps : 

Lookout for movements of the enemy across the river or toward 
Eichmond. A heavy train just went that way loaded with troops. 
Anything new? 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 7, 1(^64, 

Col. T. S. Bowers: 

Is General Grant at City Point? 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General, 

He is not, 

E. S. PAEKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864, 

Colonel Shaffer: 

General Stedman was not married. Commission should be sent to 
his mother, Mrs. GrifiBn Stedman, Pequot House, New London, Conn, 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Armv of the Potomac, 

August 7s 1864 — 4,30 p, m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Is there anything specfally going on in your front in connection with 
the artillery firing? 

A. A. HTTMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquartees Eig^htbenth Army Corps, 

August 7, 1864 — 5 ]>. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

NotMug unusual in my front. Some artillery firing and little more 
musketry tlian usual somewhere to my left. 

O. C. OEB, 

Major’ General, 


Headquarters, 

August 7, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Yog-des, 

Iforfolk: 

The commanding general directs that no more raids be made into 
E'orth Carolina without first submitting it to him. 

J. W. SHAEFEE, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff, 


Norfolk, August 7, 1864, 

Colonel Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

The telegram of the major-general commanding in regard to raids 
in North Carolina has been received. The late raid was ordered t)y 
General Shepley, delayed by unavoidable causes until after his depar- 
ture, and was carried out by me. IJlie order in reference to recruits was 
enforced upon receipt of the first telegram upon the subject. 

Very respectfully, 

I. YOGDES, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 5, 1864 — 11,20 a, m, 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

General Warren reports that a lieutenant of a Georgia regiment, 
who deserted to us last night, states that their papers of Saturday re- 
ported our fleet victorious in Mobile Bay, and that the Nashville (iron- 
clad) and Selma (cotton-clad) were sunk by our vessels in the bay. 
Will send report by Colonel Sharpe as soon as received. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office Provost-Marshal-General, 

« August 8j 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: A deserter fi*om the Eleventh Alabama, Sanders’ bri- 
gade, Mahone’s division, has been forwarded this p. m. from head- 
quarters Fifth Corps. He came into oui' lines this a. m. He reports 
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only two divisions of A. P. HilPs corps (HetR’s and Mahoneys) in our 
front, which, with Beanregard^s two ^visions, comprises all the force 
south of the Appomattox. He has no other important information. A 
deserter &om Pegram^s battalion of artillery came into the lines of 
General Crawford, Fifth Aj?my Corps, yesterday morning. His infor- 
mation corroborates our latest regarding the position of the enemy, 
though he has heard of no troops having been sent away ftom Lee’s or 
Beauregard’s 'commands. On the contrary, he has heard that troops 
were coming from Hood to Lee. He understands all of Ewell’s old 
corps to be in the Valley with Early. The following is the latest infor- 
mation relative to the position of the different divisions of Lee’s and 
Beauregard’s commands: Longstreet — Pickett’s division, in front of 
Major-General Butler; Kershaw’s division, in rear of Pickett’s in re- 
serve; Field’s division, at New Market, near Deep Bottom. A. P. 
Hill — ^Mahone’s division, right of (enemy’s) line, south of the Appo- 
mattox Eiver; Heth’s division, joining the left of Mahone’s; Wil- 
cox’s division, at Chaffin’s farm. Beauregard — ^Hoke’s division, on 
left of Heth’s; B. Johnson’s, on left of Hoke’s, and extending to the 
Appomattox, in front of the Eighteenth Corps. It is not thought that 
any force by division has been sent away from Lee’s or Beauregard’s 
commands, though scattering brigades may have left, escaping our 
notice. The above information is corroborated from all quarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Angitst S, 1864 — 9 jp. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Gity Faint: 

The above, just received, forwarded as the latest information. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Washinoton, 22d Army Corps, 

Washmgton^ J). 0., August 8, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Pointy Va. : 

General HaUeck informs me that you may send some of the heavy 
artillery regiments for duty in the forts here. As Colonel Whistler is 
now commanding a brigade in these works, I shall be glad to have his 
regiment sent il* it can be spared. 

C. C. AUGTJE, 

Major- Geyieral. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Augus:t 8y 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A lieutenant and private from the First Confederate Bat- 
talion, Davis’ (Mississippi) brigade, Heth’s division, of Hill’s corps, 
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deserted and came into our lines at 3 o’clock tliis a. m. Tlie substance 
of tbeir information is as follows: That there are four divisions of the 
enemy on the south side of the Appomattox Eiver — Anderson’s old 
division and Heth’s division, of Hill’s corps, and Hoke’s and Bushrod 
Johnson’s divisions, of Beauregard’s command; that they are posted 
from the enemy’s right to left as follows : right — Mahone’s division, a 
brigade of which (Fiiiegan’s) extends to the left of the Jerusalem i)lank 
road; the right of the division extending to the lead- works on the 
Weldon railroad; next, Heth’s division, extending from the left of 
Mahone’s division (a point to the left of and not far from the Jerusalem 
plank road) to Olingmau’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s 
command; next, Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s command, with 
Clingman’s brigade on the right; left — Bushrod Johnson’s division, of 
Beauregard’s command; that since the recent fight (July 30) the above 
disposition of forces was made; that the corps of Longstreet, or two 
divisions, Field’s and Kershaw's, have not retiumed to our front, and it 
was understood that all or the greater part of them had been sent to 
re-enforce Early or Hood; that it was understood in the rebel lines that 
mining was being done in the vicinity of the position occupied by oui* 
colored troops, information of which informant has given to General 
’Warren. The lieutenant saw late Eichmond papers giving accounts of 
our attack on Mobile. They admit the sinking of two of their gun- 
boats; also accounts of the occupation and destruction of Milledgeville, 
Ga., by a raiding party from Sherman’s army. 

All of which is respectfully forwarded. 

Your obedient servant, 

JNTO. 0. BABCOCK. 

P. S. — Information from a reliable source shows that a considerable 
force of infantry has been sent to Early and passed through Staunton, 
Ya. (Friday, July 29), via Lynchburg; also 'that no trains are running 
on the Virginia Central Eailroad from Eichmond beyond Beaver Dam 
Station. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Meldj August <9, 1864 — 10,40 jp. m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Deputy Frovost'MarsliahGeneraly City Point: 

I have just examined three deserters and one prisoner. I have 
found out to my entire satisfaction now where Lane and Conner are. 
They are near Kew Market with Field’s division. The line is as fol- 
lows: Lane on their extreme right, then Conner, then Bratton, then 
Benning, Gregg, Law, and Anderson on their extreme left. This is 
positive. I have also received an additional copy of to-day’s Eich- 
mond Enquirer and Whig. Will send you a copy in the morning. 
The news is as I gave it to you, save that Buchanan, besides being a 
prisoner, has lost a leg. 

JOHK I. DAYEKPOET, 

Lieutenant,, Aide-de-Camp^ Assistant Provost- Marshal* 
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HDQRfc3. Army or the Potomac, Sional Departzvient, 

Augmt 1801 — 10.50 a, m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of maff: 

General: The following reports have jnst been received, and are 
respectfully forwarded: 


Plank Roai> Station, August Sj 18G4. 

Fatigue party of 180 men disappeared in dug \ray in direotioii of Petersburg; 
working on fi’ont line of works north-northwest from station. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant 

Fifth Corps Signal Station, August 8, 1804. 
No change or movement observed. Enemy at work on hrst line of works. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
By order: 


WM. S. STRYKEE, 
Mrst Ideiitenantj Adjutant Signal Corps, 


Plank Road Sional Station, 

Aiigust 8j 1804 — 7 p, m. 

Maj. B. P. Pisher: 

A new work commenced in rear of second line of works and directly 
ill rear of Gregory’s house from station. A few shots exchanged 
between battery on our front and battery on right of plank road. Uu- 
usually quiet along enemy’s lines. Ho visible change in camp. 

H. W. PXJLTOH, 
Sergeant, 


Signal Station, Plank Road, 

August 1864 — 7 p, m. 


Captain Castle : 

The fatigue party mentioned in last report disaiipeared in ravine or 
behind the bluff on left of forts on our right, or 40 degrees west of 
north from station; were moving toward the rear of forts on our right. 
They continue to work on third line of works in rear of Gregory’s 
house, also on front line at neai'est point from station. HjTo movement 
of troops or change of camps visible. 

H. W. PULTON, 


Sergeant, 


Hdqrs. army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 8j 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A, A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following reports have just been received, and are 
respectfully forwarded: 

Gibbon’s House Station, August 8, 1864, 
Enemy very busy all day on forfc southeast of white house ; also digging on work 
west-northwest from this point. Rather more teams visible than usual on the dif- 
ferent roads leading south from the city, but moving irregularly and in small squads. 
Two caissons moved from the city about 7 a. m., disappearing in woods near Farley’s 
house. Nothing has been seen to indicate the movement of any considerable body 
inside the enemy’s line to-day. Dense smokes west and north of city make close 

observation difficult. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant, 
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Joiida]!;’s House, Avgust 8, 1804. 

Picket-firing on Ninth and Eighteenth Corps lines. I rrci rolTio of black smoke 
risingoutof woods online of P(_etersburg] and R[ichmo-'«r apoint north- 

northwest of station. Dense volume of smoke commenced ascending suddenly from 
woods on left of Jead-works, south-southwest of station, on extreme left of Ninth 
Corps line. The whole range of hills and the town have been completely enveloped 
in smoke so that nothing could be observed with distinctness. 

M. 


I am^ general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
By order: 


WM. S. BTEYKEE, 
First Lieutenant^ Adjutant Signal Corps. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

NTo. 212. j August 8, ISGd. 

# # # # # # # 

2. Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, commanding cavalry, will at once 
increase to 150 men the detachment (100 men) ordered to be detailed 
from the Cavalry Corps as a guard for the general cattle herd near 
Coggins^ Point, Va. 

**•**##* 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, • 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


List ofbaiteries of volunteer service whose terms will expire during present gear, with state- 
merit of number of recruits reguired, in addition to those that remain^ to fill the batteries 
to maximum. 


Batteries. 

To he mus- 
tered out. 

Number 
of meu 
to re- 
main. 

Number 
ot men 
required 
to lill 
battery. 

3(1 Maine - 

Dec. 11,1864 
Doc. 21,1861 
26 

134 

no 

Of) 

13 

37 

4th Maine - 

A, 1st Now Hampshire 

53 

0 Isfi MflAsafthTjaf^tta 


63 

84 

E, 1 Massachusetts - . .. 

!)■ « .! 

71 

, 60 

76 

87 

A, 1st Rhode Island 

u UJJ.O 0, JuOuH 1 


B, Iftt Rhode Island. 

E, 1st Rhode Island 

C, 1st New York 

D, 1st New York 

E, 1st New York 

G, 1st New York 

H, 1st New York 

L, let New York 

11th New York Independent . . 
12th New York Independent . . 
16th New York Independent . . 

A, 1st New Jersey 

B, 1st New Jersey 

D, Indei^ndent Bennsylvania, 


Aug. 13, 1864 
Sept. 30, 1864 
Sept. 6,1864 
Sept. 6,1864 
Sept. 13, 1864 
Se‘ut.22 

17. 1.-61 
Oct. 25,1864 
Jan. 6, 1865 
Nov. 18, 1864 
Not known. 
Aug. 12, 1864 
Sept. 3,1864 
Sept. 24, 1864 
Nov. 7,1864 


46 

71 

77 

112 

38 

140 

79 

125 

70 

115 


82 

108 

121 

100 


101 

76 
70 
35 

100 

7 

68 

22 

77 
32 


39 

26 

47 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENTEY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier- General, Chief of Staff. 

Artillery Hdqrs., Army of the Potomac, 

August 8, 1864. 
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Orders.] IIeadquaiitebs Second Army Corps, 

August 6‘, 1864. 

Tlie comiuaiiding officer of the Second Division will detail 500 men 
for fatigue. The commanding officer of the Third Division will detail 
700 men, properly officered, for the same purpose. The details will be at 
their respective division headquarters at 6 p. m. The commanding 
officer of the Third Division will designate an officer of the rank of 
colonel to have charge of the entire detail ti'om the corx)S. That 
officer will report for information as to the work to be done to Captain 
Mendell, engineer officer, at the engineer camp, near headquarters 
Army of the Potomac, at 3 o’clock this p. m. He Avill send for the 
division details in time to conduct them to the point designated by 
Captain Mendell before 7 p. m. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

PEaIjTCIS a. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August <9, 1864 — 9.^0 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Williams : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in 
my front last night. Two deserters have just come in. One a second 
lieutenant First Georgia Battery. They will be sent forward. 

G. K WAEEBIir, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

Aiigust (S, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I send up this morning a lieutenant of a Georgia regiment who 
deserted to us last night. He says they are very short of rations, so 
that with the allowance the men are hungry all the time. On Saturday, 
he says, their papers reported our fleet victorious over the Confederates 
in Mobile Bay, The Nashville (iron-clad) was sunk, and so was the 
Sehna (cotton-clad). 

Kespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 5, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Two deserters haVe just been sent in by General Crawford. One of 
them is an artilleryman, and can give information as to the planting of 
some heavy guns by the enemy in fi*ont of our position near the plank 
road. I send these men up. 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aug%ist 8y 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 think I can capture or drive back the enemy^s pickets on my left 
and occupy their places with my own. They have always confined 
themselves to watching us, and have not molested our working parties. 
As the siege operations on my front have been co-operative with Gen- 
eral Burnside’s preparations for an assault, the driving of these men 
back might have caused such constant firing on our lines as to have 
gi‘eatly delayed our construction of batteries and approaches, and has 
therefore been a part of the engineer operations, to be done or not, as 
the engineers dictated. Our works are now in such state that any 
more hostile attitude between the two lines will be at least as injurious 
to the enemy as to ourselves. It will cost us a few lives daily and an 
expenditure of ammunition and a stoppage of the enemy deserting to 
us and the information thus obtained. It will prevent him ftom getting 
water from the ravine between us, and cause him the same expenditure 
of ammunition and men as ourselves. If there are no objecitions made 
I shall make my arrangements to-day or to-morrOw to drive the enemy’s 
pickets back. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBN^, 

Major- Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 8, 1861 — 1,25 jg. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

Your written dispatch will be submitted to the major-general com- 
manding as soon as he is disengaged from the Court of Inquiry at the 
headquarters of the Second Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August <9, 1864. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires that you will suspend for a day 
or two driving back the enemy’s pickets, as upon leaving here Lieu- 
tenant-General Grant requested him to remain strictly on the defensive 
until his return. The major-general commanding will communicate 
with you immediately upon the return of the lieutenant-general. 

A. A. HUMPHEEY8, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 8, 1864 — 9,15 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General . 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the day. 
detail of 400 men is at work to-night at Battery Tilton. 


G. K. WAEEEK, 
Major- Generalj Commanding. 


A 
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Headquaetees Fiest Diyibion, Fifth Coeps, 

Gamp near Petersburg^ August 8y 1864 — 8 p, m. 
Lieuteiiaiit-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: Colonel Welch, commanding Third Brigade, reports a 
heavy column of the enemy moving to our left. They are plainly seen 
passing a large fire which is burning brightly. They are moving as 
though it was their intention to attack our left. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. J. BAETLETT, 

Brigad ier- General, 


Hdqes. Thiety-ninth Massachusetts Volunteees, 

August 8j 1864 — 9^ p, m, 

Capt. Geoeoe Monteith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Captain: A body of troops, say a brigade of infantry, have passed 
within an hour from the enemy’s right to our right. A large fire is 
burning on their right, seemingly in front of their line of battle, which 
they seem to be endeavoring to extinguish; otherwise all quiet. 

. EespectfuUy, 

CHAS. L. PEIESOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Division Field Officer of the Day. 


Headquaetees Kinth Aemy Coeps, 

Before Petersburg., 7a., August 5, 186.4 — 9 a, m. 
Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to report that nothing of interest has 
occurred on our line within the past twelve hours. The usual picket- 
firing took place dxuiug the night. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

By LEWIS KIOHMOKD, 
Assistayit Adjutant- General. 


[AuaxTST 8,1864. — For Stanton to Burnside, relative to composition 
of the Court of Inquiry ordered to examine into the affair of July 30, 
see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 532.] 


Headquarters Xinth Corps, 

August 8, 1864. 


Captain Parker, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Have you heard anything of General Grant yet! 

A. E. BUEXSIDE, 

M€0or- General. 
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City Point, August <9, 1864. 


^Major-Greneral Bubnside: 

General Grant passed Fort Monroe at 12 to-day. Expect him now 
every moment. 

E. S. PAEKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


BDeadquabtebs Fibst Division, Kinth Abmy Cobps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va., August 8, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Ideut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that everything has been qniet 
along my front duiing the past twelve honrs. There was considerable 
firing on the extreme left during the night. The covered way leading 
to the picket-line, which was constructed on the night of the 6th instant, 
is unserviceable, as it is flooded with water. 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. WHITE, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division. 


Genebal Obdebs, ) Hdqbs. Fibst Div., hTiNTH Abmy Cobps, 

No. 40. > August <9, 1864. 

I. After dark this evening Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes, commanding 
First Brigade, will relieve the Twenty-first and Twenty-ninth Massachu- 
setts from the front line and put in the Ffrty-sixth, Fifty-seventh, and 
Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers. Lieutenant-Colonel Eobinson, 
commanding Second Brigade, will relieve th6 Fourteenth New York 
Artillery and put in the Third Maryland and One hundred and seventy- 
ninth New York Volunteers. The troops of the First Brigade will hold 
the left portion of the line, and those of the Second Brigade the right 
portion. 

II. Hereafter, until further orders, the relieving of troops in the front 
line will always be arranged by brigade commanders keeping 450 men 
from each brigade constantly in the front line, those from the First 
Brigade on the left, and those from the Second Brigade on the right, 
and relieving every two days. The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers wiU not be exempt, until further orders from these headquarters, 
from their share of duty in the trenches. 

By command of Brigadier-General White: 

0. J. MILLS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquabtebs Second Division, Ninth Abmy Cobps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ta.^ August <9, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutcmt-General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel ; I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet 
on my front during the past twelve hours. I have ordered additional 
traverses erected in the railroad cut for the protection of the troops 
moving to and from the front line, and this work is in progress. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Third Biyision, 

August 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Colonel Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: I liave the lioTi or to report that the usual sharpshooting 
and mortar firing continues. Captain Eoemer reported this morning 
that that portion of the new line now being constructed under Lieuten- 
ant Benyaurd, of the Engineers, running left firom Eoemer, is enfiladed 
by the enemy’s fort recently blown up, and the fire of their sharp- 
shooters from that point, and I would recommend a correction of the 
line. 


O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Bermuda, August 8. 1864. 

Maj. E. S. Bayis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Please inform me if Kautz’s caYalry division has been permanently 
detached from the Army of the James. I am desirous of knowing, as 
it is necessary for the quartermaster to send in his monthly reports if 
not ordered to some other command. 

J. B. HOWAEB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs. Bepx. of Virginia and NTorth Carolina, 

In the Fields August 8, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, 

Bermuda : 

Kautz’s caYalry still belongs to our army. It is only lent to the 
Army of the Potomac. 

E. S. BAYIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


'■ Headquarters First Biyision, Tenth Army Corps, 

. In the Fields Ya., August <5, 1864. 

Col. J. E. Hawley, 

Seventh Connecticut Volunteers^ Comdg. Second Brigade : 
Colonel : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
state that the Sixteenth Xew York HeaYy Artillery has been selected 
to furnish the Yolunteers called for in General Orders, Xo. 22, from 
corps headquarters. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

ABELAX TEEEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Biyision, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields Fa., August 5, 1864. 

Maij. T. J. Strono, 

Sixteenth New TorJc Heavy Artillery : 

Major: The brigadier-general commanding directs that the 600 men 
who have volunteered from your command under General Orders, Xo. 
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22, from headquarters Teuth Army Corps, he in readiness to move at 
7.30 a. m. to-morrow, August 9, with three days’ rations in their haver- 
sacks and with their shelter-tents. The men will be fully armed and 
equipped. Lieutenant Sawyer, aide-de-camp, will report at your head- 
quarters at the hour above named for the purpose of conducting the 
detail to the Crow’s Kest, where they will report to Major Ludlow, of 
General Butler’s staff. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEREY, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

In the Fieldj Fa., August <§, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Ames, 

Oomynanding Second Fimsion: 

General: The general commanding directs me to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that two deserters came into our lines last evening, 
arriving on or near the picket-line Second Division, just before our* 
pickets were posted. They state that they remained concealed within 
twenty-five yards of our rifl*e-pits awaiting the arrival of our pickets, 
and were not challenged till within ten paces of them, owing to the 
thick corn and our pickets arriving on the line late. This should not 
be allowed to occur again. Please have the picket officer instructed to 
post then outer line as soon as it can be done under cover of darkness, 
and before and while it is being done the men in the trenches will be 
kept on the alert. Direct the brigades successively on duty in the front 
hues to enlarge the trenches so that men can act freely. For that 
purpose have them supplied with picks and shovels. The abatis in 
‘front of the Second Division should at once be strengthened. For this 
purpose make a detail of 100 men from those not on duty to cut and 
transport the abatis, so that to-night it can be placed in position. 

By command of Major-General Ord: 

GEO. W. KELLEY, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, 

Ficket-Postj August <9, 1864 — evening, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that this brigade relieved the First 
Brigade of Second Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Colonel 
Stedman, of the Sixth Ohio Cavalry, and that there has been no changes 
made in the line. All quiet on the line. 

I am, veryirespectfully, your most obedient servant, 

M. KERWIK, 

Colonel, Comdg, Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, 


City Point, August 9, 1864—11,45 a, m, 

Major-General Hallecb:, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Five minutes ago an ordnance boat exploded, carrying lumber, grape, 
canister, and all kinds of shot over this point. Every part of the yard 
used as my headquarters is filled with splinters and fragments of shell. 
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I do not know yet what the casualties are beyond my own headquar- 
ters. Colonel Babcock is slightly wounded in hand and 1 mounted 
orderly is killed and 2 or 3 wounded and several horses killed. The 
damage at the wharf must be considerable both in life and property. 
As soon as the smoke clears away I will ascertain and telegraph you. 

, IT. S. CHANT, 

Lieutenant'- General. 


Heaj)quarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 9, 1864 — 2.30 jg. m. 

Oapt. E. S. Parker, 

Adjt. Gen.^ Hdqrs. Lieutenant- General Grants City Faint: 


Please direct Col. C. P. Stone, Eourteenth U. S. Infantry, to report at 
the expiration of his leave to Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, commanding 
Fifth Army Corps. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


City Point, Ya., August .9, 1864. 

Admiral S. P. Lee: 

Your letter of the 24th instant [ultimo],* inclosing communication rel- 
ative to the withdrawal of iron-clads from the James Eiver, was duly 
received. Owing to my absence from here most of the time since the re- 
ceipt of your letter, it has not been answered earlier. Whilst I believe 
we will never require iron-clad vessels to meet those of the enemy, I 
think it would be imprudent to withdraw them. At least two such ves- 
sels, in my judgment, should be kept in the upper James. They stand a 
constant threat to the enemy and prevent him taking the offensive. 
There is no disguising the fact that if the enemy should take the 
offensive on the water, although we probably would destroy his whole 
James Eiver navy, such damage would be done our shipping and 
stores, all accumulated on the water near where the conflict would 
begin, that our victory would be dearly bought. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August ,9, 186i — 11,50 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Inoalls, 

Chief Quartermaster Armies in the Fields City Faint: 

WbiQ that explosion at City Point*? What was it*? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Majar- General and Chief af Staff. 


City Point, August 9j 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

A barge laden with ordnance stores was accidentally blown up just 
now while lying at the wharf. There has been considerable destruc- 
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tioTi of property and loss of life. No officers were killed. The shock 
was terrific^ and of course unlooked for. It is probable wo shall never 
know bow the accident occurred. One of your office wagon liorses 
was killed. We are clearing away the ruins at the river. 

RUFUS INGALLS, 

» GMef Qtiartermaster. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 9^ 1861, 

Maj. J. 0. Duane, 

Acting Chief Engineer : 

Sir : The major-general commanding directs that you take the neces- 
sary measures to provide, with as little delay as practicable, a sufficient 
supply of intrenching tools for the use of the fatigue parties detailed for 
work on the intrenchments. The commanding general decides that the 
intrenching tools now ordered to be kept on hand at corps headquar- 
ters are not, as a general rule, to be used for this purpose. 

I am, your very obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August .9, 1864, 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point ^ Va,: 

Five prisoners of war just sent in by Fifth Corps are from Colquitt’s 
and Clingman’s brigades. They state that Clingman was relieved in 
the trenches by Raiisom^s brigade at 10 o’clock tliis morning. That 
Mahone’s, Colquitt’s, and Clingman’s brigades made a charge on left 
flank of Fifth Corps at 3 o’clock this p. m. When informants left they 
had driven in our skirmish line and were still advancing. They know 
of no troops coming from north of Appomattox. They state that they 
saw D. H. HiU this morning and think he is on Beauregard’s staff. 

J. MOENTEE, 

Captain^ Ac, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Aiigtist .9, 1861, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Siajf: 

General: A deserter from the First Confederate Battalion has just 
been received. He came into our lines about dark last night. He is 
from Davis’ brigade, Heth’s division, Hill’s corps; reports no change in 
the enemy’s position; states that there are only four divisions of the 
enemy south of the Appomattox, viz : Heth’s, Mahone’s, Hoke’s and 
Bushrod Johnson’s, which are posted as reported yesterday; has no 
further information. Saw yesterday’s Eicbmond papers; they admit 
the passage of the forts in Mobile harbor by Farragut’s fleet, and the 
sinking of three of their vessels. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 
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Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 


Auoust 9, 18G4 — 4 p. Ill, 


Two deserters to-day — one from First Confederate Battalion, Davis’ 
brigade, Heth’s division, and one from Tentli Florida, Mabone’s divis- 
ion. They confirm the information concerning position that I sent 
you yesterday. Nothing else important. 

J. C. BABCOCK. 


Puank: Boad Signal. Station, 

A'lignst 9^ 1861 — 9,30 a, m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 8 a. m. a fatigue party of forty-seven men entered the new work 
in rear of second line and Gregory’s house, but battery on our right 
threw a few shells in and dispersed them; have not yet returned. At 
9 a. m. fatigue parties of fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five each marched 
in direction of Petersburg, entering woods in rear of new work. They 
continue to work on front line left of Gregory’s house. No change of 
camps. 

H. W. FULTON, 

I8ergeant, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 9^ 1864, 


Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet. Enemy are throwing up a new line of works in rear of the 
three-gun fort. No other change. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 9, 1864, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

No change or movement this p. m. Five of enemy’s officers engaged 
laying out and staking off ground for a new work about 500 yards to 
right of Chimneys and in rear of first line of works. 

Respectfully, 

WARTS, 

T A fi.'il.ffi.Yi ftArf 


Major Pisheb: 

Tlie following rebel messages read: 


Atjgust 9j 1864 — 3.15 p. m. 


Colonel B[rent], 

Asmiant A djntanU General : 

No moyemeiit of enemy observed tbis a. m. excepi>tbeir usual drills. They appear 
to be negro troops. The explosion seems to be near Blockfield, on tbe Appomattox. 
J tbink 5j was an ammunition boat. 

7 R R— VOL XLH, FT II 
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Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 


1.30 p. m. 


Colonel Cabell and Tvisb me to «»tate that tlie explosion i>rr a1 1 r 

than that of McClella' ' ' . .■ . train, near Sarage Station, York Rher Rail- 

road, and they think its locality was on James River, near City Point. 

0. at 114. 


T. H. PEAEEY, 

Second lAeuiencmi and Signal Officer, 


Plank Eoad Sional Station, 

Aacptfit 9, 186 i — 6,30 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

A train of fifteen wagons moved to our left this a. in. on line of Wel- 
don railroad. No working party observed on fort near Weldon railroad 
west from station. No movements of trooj)S or change of camps vis- 
ible. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant, 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August P, 186i, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : No movements of the enemy to report. They are busily 
engaged in constructing works in the rear of their mock line along the 
edge of the woods. They seemed to be staking off a new work during 
the day 400 or fiOO yards to our right of the Gregory Chimneys. They 
did not work upon the fort west of the Weldon railroad to-day. A 
train of fifteen wagons passed toward Petersburg this a. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer,, Army of the Fotomac, 


Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August P, 186i — 12,20 p, m. 

The explosion that took place about an hour ago was an ordnance 
boat at City Point, sending shell and splinters all over the Point, doing 
material damage to life and property. At General Grant’s headquar- 
ters, Colonel Babcock was wounded in the hand, 1 orderly killed, and 3 
or 4 wounded. The loss of life and property not yet ascertained. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staffi, 

(To corps commanders.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

^ . Augtist 9. 1864 — 9 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front during the 
night. A large fire was discovered at or in fiont of the enemy’s line 
about 9.30 p. m. Enemy were working hard to extinguish it. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 
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Heabquauteus Fifth Aemy Corps, 

August P, 1864. 

Major-General IIidiphrbys; 

The exi)losion Avhich has just taken place is north 35 degrees east 
from here. 

G. K. WAEEEX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August P, 1864 — 9 p, m. 

Brigadier-General Willia:ms: 

I have the honor to report that everjiihing ha^ been quiet in my 
front to-day. A detail of 400 men are at work to-night on Battery 
THton. G. K. WAEEEX, 

Majoy^- General. 


Headquarters Xinth Arihy Corps, 

August 9^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General Williams: 

I have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my line. The 
ordinary amount of picket-firing and mortar shelling last night. 

A. E. BHEXSIDE, 

Major'- General. 


General Williams: 


Headquarters Xinth Army Corps, 

August 9, 1864 — 9 p. m. 


I have the honor to report the usual state of afiairs on my front 
during the past twelve hours. To-night there is the ordinary amount 
of picket-firing. 

A. E. BIJEXSIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters First Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

Before Fetersbnrg^ Va.^ August 9^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet 
along my line during the past twelve hours. The Thirty-fifth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers were engaged yesterday evening in digging a cov- 
ered way in rear of the front line and in rear of the battery, which is 
very beneficial for the troops occupying the front line. 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. WHITE, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division. 
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Headquarters Third Division, I^inth Ar^iy Corps, 

Before Fetersbiirg^ F«., Atigust 9y 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eich:m[ond, 

Assistant Acljtctant- General y Mntli Army Gorjys : 

Sir : I Lave the honor to report that no changes have occurred on 
my front during the last twelve hours. The enemy have manifested 
unusual activity throughout the day. Eoemer’s battery has troubled 
them somewhat. 

I am, very respectfully, youi obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- Generaly Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Xorth Carolina, 

August 9y 1864 — 5,40 p. m. 


Hon. G. V. Fox, 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy : 

The following is from the Eichmond Examiner oi tiie 9th : 


A dispatch from Mobile, dated August 7, two days later than our previous ad- 
vices, states that the situation had not materially changed since the enemy's victory 
over our iron-clads on last Friday. The Navy Department received a telegram yes- 
terday morning r’-nonn rinse that the Morgan, the only gun-hoat of our fleet which 
was not either '■ • ;»■. ‘(‘.'.I, or captured, has succeeded in getting over the bar 

and reaching Mobile. 

BEXJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to U. S. Grant.) 


Sprino Hill, August 9y 1864 — 7,30 a. m. 

Captain Xorton: 

Seven cars, partly loaded with troops, just passed the Junction toward 
Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenanty Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. C., 

No. 217. I In the Field, Va,^ August 9, 1864. 

^ ^ m ^ ^ 

YIIl. In accordance with orders from Lieutenant-General Grant, 
the First Eegiment, U. S. Yolunteers, will at once proceed to Milwaukee, 
Wis., reporting on their arrival to Maj. Gen. John Pope, commanding 
Department of the Northwest. They will proceed via New York. 
Quartermasters department will furnish transportation. 

####### 

XIII. Colonel Garrard, commanding First U. S. Colored Cavalry, will 
at once send four companies of his regiment, under the senior major, 
to report to Brig. Gen, I. Yodges for provost duty at Norfolk. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

B. S. DAYIS, 
Assistant AdjutanP General. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Ho. 97. i In the Field, Aiigust 9, 1864. 

^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ 

2. The Hinth 17. S. Colored Troops are hereby temporarily attached 
to the Second Division and will report to Brig. Gen. J, lY. Turner, com- 
manding. 

# * # 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Hatcher'^s, Ya,, A 2 tgust 9^ 1864, 
Brig. Gen. John YT. Turner, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send 
your smallest regiment to report at Crowds Hest, on the James Eiver, 
to Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff, at 2 p. m. to-day, for guard 
duty. The men will take their tents with them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjntant- General, 


Headquarters Eipth Corps, 

Angust 10, 1864 — 5 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The following just received from General Crawford, and is forwarded 
for your information: 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 10 j 1SG4. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gen eral : 

Colonel: Private F. M. Crenshaw, Ninth Alabama, came into the lines of the 
Second Brigade yesterday morning, and says that the sappers and miners have been 
sought out in the different regiments of Mahoneys division to work at mining; that 
a man of his company who has been employed recently at mining wonld not tell him 
the locality of the mine or anything concerning it, for the reason that he was hoxind 
to secrecy ; that a citizen from Orange Court-House, where his regiment was quar- 
tered last winter, came down a week ago to see some acquaintances in the regiment 
and reported that Kershaw's division, of Longstreet's corps, had passed there en 
route for the vaUey. 

1 am, <&c., 

S. W. CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-General, 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10, 1864 — 6 a, m. 

General Meade: 

The telegraph line near Swan Point has been cut by a party of the 
enemy. I have sent 150 infantry down to Fort Powhatan to drive them 
away, but Colonel Innis, in command of the fort, reports them in too 
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great force. Will you, therefore, order Kaiitz to send a regiment of 
cavalry or more to aid the gun-boat force at Powhatan in drmng these 
fellows away. 

Eespectfully, 

B. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


[Indorsement ] 

Shall I direct Gregg to send, say, 500 cavalry to do this”? Swan 
Point is twenty miles below Powhatan. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS. 


IlEADQITAnTEKS AEMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 10^ 186i — 8 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. B. E. Butlee: 

Orders in compliance with your wishes have been sent to General 
Kautz. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August 10^ 1864—12 m. 

Maj. Gen. M. 0. Meios, 

Quartermaster-General : 

I will shi}) the transportation of the Sixth Corps and Cavalry Corps 
forward as rapidly avS possible. I saw the necessity for it some days 
ago. General Grant thinks it will not be necessary to ship all of it, 
and he directs me to hold the transports here that may arrive hei’eafter. 
I have ordered Continental to Port Monroe. She draws too much water 
for this place and Washington. Please cause your orders to be given 
to her through Colonel Biggs. One hundred and sixty-eight wagons 
of the Sixth and 179 of the Cavalry have been shipped. We are vship- 
ping to-day as fast as means permit. 

EUPUS INGALLS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster. 


City Point, August 10, 1864. 

(Eeceived 12 m.) 

General S. Williams: 

General: There were 33 men killed and 75 wounded yesterday by 
the explosion of ordnance on the barge. The store-house and wharf 
were greatly damaged, but can be repaired in a shqjt time. There was 
but slight loss of subsistence and quartermaster's property. I have 
heard of no report of the ordnance department as to cause of explosion 
or loss of property. 

EUPUS INGALLS, 

Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and NTorth Carolina, 

Office of Proyost-Marshal, 

In the Fields August 10^ 186i — 7 AO i?. nv. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Dejguty Frovost-Marshal^Qenerdl^ City Fohit: 

I have received but one deserter thus far to-day. He v^as from 
Terry’s brigade, of Pickett’s division. Pickett’s division, with Thomas’ 
and Scales’ brigades, remains as heretofore. This man knew nothing 
about Kershaw’s division, whether they were in his rear or not. Eich- 
mond papers of to-day announce the capture by our forces and occu- 
pancy of Port Gaines, Mobile Harbor. Another of the forts was blown 
up by the rebels to prevent its falling into our hands. Nothing to-day 
from north side of the James. 

JOHN I. DAVENPOET, 

Lieut,, Acting Aide-de-Oamjg, and Assistant Frovost-MarsliaL 


August 10, 1864— 9 a. m. 

Captain Pisher: 

Parties of enemy at work at various points of old line. A new work 
is being built in open field to right and rear of Gregory’s house, 

1. S. LYON, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer, 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 10, 1864 — 9 a, m, 

Maj. B. P. Pisher : 

Enemy shows some activity in working on fortifications. No move- 
ment visible. 

H. W. PULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Station of Observation, 
Aiigust 10, 1864—8.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. P. Pisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Fotomac : 

A large column of smoke rising up about the location of Port Wal- 
thall Junction ; woods on fire in front of Ninth Corps. Steam, as though 
from an engine, rising in the lower part of the city about the locality of 
the Lynchburg depot. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 10, 1864 — 7.20 p. m. 

Maj. B. P. Pisher: 

A new work commenced 23 degrees west of north by edge of woods. 
Strong fatigue parties in front line of works northwest of station work- 
ing in considerable force along our whole front. Camps unchanged. 

H. W. FULTON, 
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Headquaetees Enoineee Beigade, 

City Pointy Aiigitst 10^ 1864. 

Lieut. S. Seegeant, 

Comma iicUncf Detachment : 

Lieutenant: In compliance with the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Grant, you will immediately take up your bridge at Broadway Land- 
ing, on the Appomattox, and bring it to this place, anchoring it along- 
side the raft nowhere. A tug will be sent up to be at Broadway Land- 
ing at 5 p. m. to tow you down. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham: 

GHA^rNIKG CLAPP, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees Fifth Aemy Ooeps, 

Augnst 10^ IRGi — 9 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williaims, 

Assistayit Adj ut ant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of imi)ortance transpired in 
my front during the night. 

G. K. WAEEE]fc^, 

Major- G&tieral. 


Heahquaetees Fifth Aemy Coeps, 

August 10^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjxctant-General: 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred 
in my front to-day. Four hundred men are at work to-night at Battery 
Tilton. 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Heahquaetees Fiest Division, IsTinth Aemy Ooeps, 

Before Petershurg^ Augtist 10, 1864 — 8 a. m. 
Lieut. Ool. L. Eichmonh, 

Assistayit Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet 
along my line for the past twelve hours. The commanding officer of 
the Fourteenth Hew York Heavy Artillery reports that he thinks the 
rebels are mining under his regiment. This will be investigated at 
once. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, * 

J. WHITE, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Heahquaetees Hinth Aemy Coeps, 

Before Petersburg, Ya., August 10, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. Julius White, 

Commanding First Division: 

Geneeal : The commanding general desires me to reply to your com- 
munication of this date relative to the shortening of the lines held by 
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the First Division, that it is at present impossible to make any change. 
He also dmects me to say that he approves of the suggestion received 
this afternoon that in repairing the fort on your h-ont it should be so 
altered as to have a flank fire. 

I have the honor to be, general,- very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

LEWIS EIGHMOiro, 
Assistant Adjntant-QeneraL 


Headquarters Third Division, ITinth Army Corps, 

Before JPetershurg^ Atignst 10^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that no changes have occurred on 
my front during the last twelve hours. The officer of the day reports 
that heavy details of the enemy have been at work during the night. 
The gallery for the countermine is progressing, but has been somewliat 
delayed for want of lumber, which will be u\) this morning. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Third Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

Before Petershurg^ Fa., August 10^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Sir : I have the honor to report no changes in my front during the 
day. The rebels have been very busy with the spade on the hill on our 
front and left. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 10, 1864 — 7.30 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Greog-, 

Commanding Cavalry : 

The' telegTaph line near Swan Point has been cut by the enemy. 
General Butler sent 150 infantry by water to Fort Powhatan to drive 
them off, but the force proved insufficient, and he requests that General 
Kautz be ordered to send a regiment or more to aid the gun-boat force 
at Powhatan. The major-general commanding directs that you direct 
General Kautz to send not less than a regiment of his cavalry to aid in 
breaking up this party of the enemy. There is a gun-boat at Fort 
Powhatan, 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktajf. 
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Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10^ 1864,-6.10 ]). m. 

Lieatenant-General Grant : 

The following has just been read by our signal officer and is forw’'arded 
for your information. It evidently refers to some attack upon our 
working party at Dutch Gap. I have informed General Birney and 
will inform Captain Smith. Have you any orders? We will endeavor 
to be ready. 

Eespectfully, 

B. P. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 

August 10, 1864. 

Captain ISTorton: 

The following message just signaled from rebel station on Signal 
Hill to Howlett’s: 

General R. E. Lee, 

Mowletfs Souse: 

Yours of 10 a. m. received at Signal Hill. engaged in locating artillery 

at Signal Hill and . Commodore Mitchell was here with me and proposes to 

drop down near Hewlett’s and open at the same time with Carter. Can the battery 
at Hewlett’s open at the same time? Apparently, it has better command than we 
have. The navy would prefer to take position at night. Carter will have to in- 
trench, as the enemy’s boats and batteries cover his ground. The scouts report but 
a regiment, probably to prevent firing into their boats. As the approaches are low 
and open an infantry attack is not advisable, at least during the day. 

R. S. EWELL, 
LieutenanU General. 

G. S. DAKA, 

Captain., Signal Corps, U, 8. Army. 


City Point, Ya., August 10, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, &g. : 

The navy ought to be apprised of the dispatcli taken from the rebel 
signal, and to station a part of their boats as to command the ground 
around our troops at Dutch Gap. If the enemy open from Hewlett’s, 
reply from our water batteries on it. Are our men well covered from 
artillery fire? If so, and they are on the alert, an attack ought to prove 
disastrous to the rebels. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieu ten ant- Gehieral. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

August 10, 1864 — 8.10 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding, &€., City Point: 

We are preparing to meet the rebels if they choose to attack us. I 
think our men are under cover. The navy have been notified to be 
ready on their part. A rebel deserter this afternoon reports a rumor 
in their camp that their cavalry have been knocked to pieces, with a 



Chap. LIV.] COERESPONDENCE, ETC. — ^UNION. 107 

loss of four guns, up in the Shenandoah Yalley. Have you any news 
upon that subject ? He also reports that last Saturday right smart of 
the cavalry which was in the rear of their line, I presume a brigade, 
between the James and AjDpomattox, left for the Shenandoah. 

BEljTJ. P. BUTLER, 

Major- General^ Commandi ng. 


City Poixt, Ya., August 10, 1864. 

Major-General Butlee: 

Who has immediate command of the troops at Dutch Gap'? It will 
require some one there who cannot be stampeded. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Heabquaetees, 
August 10, 1S64 — 8.50 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, City Point: 

That command is in immediate charge of Major Ludlow, of my staff, 
a gentleman of experience, who will not be stampeded. He is now 
here. I have explained to him all the circumstances, and we shall not 
leave. I have been able since I sent to you to decipher the enemy^s sig- 
nals.* Put in where the first break is, ‘^Colonel Carter is,^^ and where 
the second is, ^‘Cox^s overseer^s house,’’ which place you will find on 
the map, and it will read as follows: Colonel Carter is here engaged 
in locating artillery at Signal Hill and Cox’s overseer’s house.” 

B. E. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10, 1864 — 6.30 jp, m. 

Major Ludlow: 

By reading the enemy’s signals, a copy* of which I send you, it wiU 
be seen that the enemy intend an attack upon you, imobably to-morrow 
morning at daylight. As you will see, not an infantry attack, although 
you had better be ready for that. As soon as they open we shall open 
on them. Let the navy dispose of themselves, getting all the guns 
they can to bear, to cover your front and to drive oft' the iron-clads. 
Let the men understand it, so that they need not be taken by surprise 
and get themselves cover during the night as much as possible. Send 
by Clarke for anything you need. 

Yours, 

BUTLER. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 10, 1864 — 11.50 a, m. 

Captain Norton: 

There is considerable activity shown by the rebel rams to-day. One 
moved down to Cox’s Ferry and returned. 

G. S. DANA, 
Cajptain, Signal Corps. 


See EweU to Lee, p. 106. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sig-nal Officer, 

August 10^ 1864 — 7A5 p, m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that communication is now 
open by si^>Dals between Water Battery and working party at Dutcli 
Gap. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Offieer. 


Colonel Abbot: 


Butler’s Headquarters, 
August 10, 1864. (Received 1.30 p. m.) 


General Butler desires that 3"ou send to Dutch Gap one 100-pounder, 
with carriage, implements, and 100 rounds of ammunition. Battery 
for it will be ready to-night. 

A. MORDECAI, 

Captain, &g. 


Broadway Landing, Ya., August 10, 1864—2 p. m. 
Captain Mordecai, 

Headquarters General Butler: 

Captain Hart told Captain Hatfield yesterday that the 100-pounder 
gun had no platform. Have you made any arrangement relative to it^ 
It should be laid and the magazine started at once. The carriage is 
for a front pintle 5 it and the chassis are at Bermuda, but no platform. 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10, 1864. 

Colonel Abbot, 

First Connecticut Hea^y Artillery: 

All the siege material has been turned over to Captain Hatfield, and 
all arrangements will theretbre have to be made by you. I can make 
none. 

A. MORDECAI, 

Captain. 


General Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10, 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

The general directs that you send the regiment of the 100-days’ men 
on the front of the line which has the longest time to serve, to relieve 
the regiment now at Eort Powhatan as soon as possible. Transporta- 
tion will be ready at Bermuda, 

R. S. DAYIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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General Butler^s Headquarters, 

August lOj 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

General: The general commanding directs that you send over to 
Dutch Gap a 3-inch rifle and a light 12-poimder IS'apoleon at once. You 
will send the men and an officer without horses to report to Major Lud- 
low. 

Bespectfully, 

H. C. OLAEKE, 
Gaptam and Aide-de-Camp. 

Order Captain Follett to send these guns with horses and x)roper num- 
ber of men with three days’ rations. Horses can be returned to camp 
to report at Crow’s Hest. 


General Butler's Headquarters, 

A^ignst 10, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

General Birney : 

You will see that the following disiiatch^ is evidence that enemy pro- 
pose an attack upon our party at Dutch Gap. Will you take measures 
to meet it*? I think it will begin early in the morning, as the rams are 
to come down during the night. Perhaps you had better see Captain 
Smith about it. Please send this to him at once, with such remarks 
as you think proper. 

BEiS'J. F. BIJTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 10, 1864 — 9.10 p. m. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

1 have deciphered the dispatch.* It will read as follows: 


General Robert E. Lee, 

Sowlett^s Souse: 

Yours of 10 a. m. received at Signal Bill. Colonel Carter is hero engaged in locat- 
ing artillery at Signal Hill and Cox^s overseer’s house. 

You will find both places on the map. Signal Hill is near Cox’s 
house and Cox’s overseer’s house is about one mile and a half £rom our 
position, directly up the road from the gap. Please explain where it is 
to Captain Smith. Send over an aide to him. 

BEI^J. F. BUTLEE, 

Ma )or- Genera I, Commanding. 


August 10, 1864—6.45 p. m. 

General Birney: 

In case the enemy open, as they probably will do to-morrow morn- 
ing, I would advise that all the guns at the Water Battery and the gun 
at Crow’s IsTest open upon the Hewlett house; that the two mortars, 
with fuses too long to explode before the shell strikes, and try for the 
rams, if they come down. If the 100-pounder at the Crow’s Hest can 


See Ewell to Lee, p. 106. 
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bear on tbe iroii-clads let her try it. The mortar in Battery Wilcox 
[bad] better bear upon Hewlett’s house. Perhaps the gun at Battery 
Parsons can reach the iron-dads. A reserve light battery, if thrown 
forward on the bank of the river below the Crow’s ll^^est, would sweep 
Dutch Gap from any land attack by infantry, but you can best judge 
of this by being on the spot. 

BEINJ. F. BUTLEP, 

Major- Genera J, Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 98. ) In the Field, August 10, 1861, 

* ^ # sK- 

5. The One bundled and thirtieth Ohio National Guard will proceed 
without delay to Fort Powhatan, relieving the One hundred and thirty- 
third Ohio National Guaid, nowon duty there. Transportation will 
be furnished at Bermuda Landing. The One hundred and thirty-third 
Ohio National Guard, upon being relieved, mil iiroceed upon the same 
transiiort to Washington, D. C. 

* * # it * * # 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Ass ista nt Adjuta n t- Gen oral. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 10, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Gommandbig First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
your command under arms at daybreak to-morrow morning and man 
the parapet. 

Bespectfully, &c., 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

[Indorsement.] 

Col. F. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Yolunteers, commanding First 
Brigade, is charged vith the execution of this order as far as it relates 
to his command. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Fear JELateherh, Va,, August 10, 186i — 11 p, m. 

Colonel Curtis, 

Commanding Brigade : 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have 
your command under arms at daybreak to-morrow morning and man 
the parapet. Lieutenant-Colonel Goan’s right will rest on Battery No. 4 ^ 
your right will rest on his left. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

ISEAEL E. SEALY, 

Gaj^tain, Forty-seventh Few YorJc Yols,, Aetg, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 
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Headqeaetees, 
August 10 , 1864 — 10 ,J 20 p. m, 

Brigadier-General Marston, 

Fort Pocaliofitas : 

I desired Colonel Innis to co-operate witli General Graham in a move- 
ment upon the enemy near Cabin Point and to pursue them down to 
Swan Point. Graham landed at daybreak. You stopped the march 
of Colonel Innis until 10.45 by saying, Don’t move until I come. I 
will be there in an hour.” Do you not get up to make movements 
until 10.45? It is a little later in the morning than I am accustomed 
to see my officers move. Please explain. 

BEYJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Majo7'- General, 


Fort Powhatan, August 10 , 1864 , 

(Eeceived 6.40 p. m.) 

Major-General Butler: 

Landed 140 men under Major Yon Schilling and my aide, Lieutenant 
Benson, and marched one mile beyond Cabin Point and returned 
without meeting Avith any opposition. 

CHAS. K. GEAHAM, 

Bri ga di er- General, 


City Point, August ll, 1864, 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I think it but a just reward for services already rendered that Gen- 
eral Sherman be now appointed a major-general, W. S. Hancock and 
Sheridan brigadiers in the Eegular Ai’my. There are three vacancies 
for major-generals and one for brigadier-general and Sherman’s pro- 
motion would make the second. All these officers have proven their 
worthiness for tliis advancement. I would also recommend the promo- 
tion of Brigadier-General Mower to fill the vacant volunteer major- 
generalship that wDuld thus be created. 

H. S. GEAIITT, 

Li eutenan P Genera I, 


Confidential.] Washinoton, August 11, 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

City Point : 

General : Some forty-odd regiments of Ohio 100-days’ men are to be 
mustered out before the end of the month. The term of service of a 
number of regiments from Indiana and other States expires this month 
and the early part of next. To meet this loss of troops there is scarcely 
notliing coming in under the President’s call and I fear you will be 
obliged to send troops from the field to guard certain places, as West 
Yirgiiiia, the prison camps, &c., which cannot be left without garri- 
sons. There is another very serious matter for which we must be pi'^-yy 
pared. Pretty strong evidence is accumulating that there is a combi;^ 
nation formed or forming to make a forcible resistance to the draft iy i 
E’ew York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky, and perhaps some otW i 
le draft must be enforced, for otherwise the armv cannor m 
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kept up. But to enforce it may require the withdrawal of a very con- 
siderable [number] of troops from the field. This possible, and I think 
very probable, exigency must be provided for. I call your attention to 
it now in order that you may be prepared for it and make your ar- 
rangements accordingly. I have not been a believer in most of the 
plots, secret societies, &c., of which we have so many pretended dis- 
coveries; but the people in many parts of the N'orth and West now 
talk openly and boldly of resisting the draft, and it is believed that the 
leaders of the peace branch of the Democratic party are doing all in 
their power to bring about this result. The evidence of this has in- 
creased very much within the last few days. It is probably thought 
that such a thing will have an efiTect upon the next election, by show- 
ing the inability of the present Administration to carry on the war 
with an armed opposition in the loyal States. Whatever the object, it 
is thought the attempt will be made. Are not the appearances such 
that we ought to take in sail and prei)are the ship for a storm? 

Yours, truly, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
2I(ijor-OeneraJ and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, Va., Aiigust 11^ ISGL 

Major-General Haeleck, - 

Washington^ D. C.: 

The following is a list of casualties from the explosion of the ammu- 
nition barge on the 9th instani;: Killed — 12 enlisted men, 2 citizen em- 
ployes, 1 citizen not employed by Government, 28 colored laborers; 
wounded — 3 commissioned officers, 4 enlisted men, 15 citizen em- 
ployes, 86 colored laborers. Besides these there were 18 others 
wounded, soldiers and citizens not belonging about the wharf. The 
damage to property was large, but I have not the means of reporting it. 

IJ. S. GEANT, 

lAentenant- General. 


City Point, August If 1864. 

(Eeceived 10.20 p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallece, 

Washington^ D. G.: 

We have deserters daily from both Hill’s and Longstreet’s corps fix- 
ing a portion of them at least in our front. There is evidence, how- 
ever, of some troops having gone north in the last few days. It is not 
impossible that there may be two divisions, one fr*om each of these 
coi^s, now on the way north. Please notify Sheridan of this. Two 
regiments from Foster’s department have arrived here. I have heard 
of none others. 

• TJ. S. GEAjNT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August If 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Xieut. Gen. U. S. Grant; 


' The following forwarded for your information. 

^ GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Gemral. 
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HEADQUARTERfcJ ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-Oeneral, 

Aiigust llj 1864, 

Major-General Huiniphrets, Chief of Staff: 

General : Tvro deserters from the enemy have just been forwarded — 
one from the Tenth Florida, Finegan’s brigade, Mahoneys division, 
Hill’s corps; the other from the First Confederate Battalion, Davis^ 
brigade, Heth’s division, HilPs corps. As far as their knowledge ex- 
tends there has been no change in the position of the enemy’s four 
divisions now on the south side of the Api)omattox in the last three or 
four days. Eichmond papers of yesterday had official reports of the 
evacuation of Fort Powell, in Mobile Harbor, which was blown up by 
the enemy before falling into our hands. They have no other informa- 
tion of any importance. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

Aiigust^llj 1864 — 1,15 m, 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following report has just been received from the 
signal station near headquarters Eighteenth Corps: 

A heavy dust seen extending from a i')oint duo south of this station along woods 
in rear of city for about thrco-quaiters of a mile. Column does not uncover at any 
point ; has been passing a given point for iifty-fivo minutes ; many foot soldiers strag- 
gling on road running parallel and moving to right. If I can catch sight of column, 
I will report its natm’c. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant, 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

By order: 

WM. 8. STEYKEE, 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corjgs, 
(Forwarded to General Grant by General Meade.) 


[IndorBoment ] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 11, 1864 — 6 jg, m, 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch is respectfully forwarded: 

Jordan House Station. 

There has boon a movement of cavalry this p. m. with twenty-five wagons and 
ambulances. They came out of Petershurg in direction of Richmond. It is impos- 
sible to tell the number, as they were not well closed up, but think about two small 
regiments. 

CLARK, 

Signal Officer, 

The station at the Walthall house reports the same movemeut. 

Very respectfully, 

B. F. FISHBE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 

Eespectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


8 B R— TOL XLII, PT n 
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City Point. Ya., August 11, 1S6L 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, <fce. : 

Has any discovery been made of the points v'here the enemy seem 
to be mining? If it can be ascertained nearly v'here they are running 
their mines I think it would he well to let them run on without coun- 
termining, in hopes of having them attack us, being careful, however, to 
have at such places a second line in which to keep our men and to 
establish batteries to sweep any breach that might be made by their 
explosion. 

U. S. GRANT, 

LieuienaM- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Aiigtist 11, 1861 — 3A5 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant: 


I am not aware that the enemy’s mining operations are positively 
known at any point. Major-General W arren, some time ago, thought he 
had detected evidences of their mining on his front, but he subsequently 
concluded he was mistaken. The arrangements referred to by you of a 
second line, &c., were at that time made by him. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Axigust 11, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Eesiiectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the PoT03^IAc, 
Provost-Marshad-General’s Department, 

Aug%tst 11, 1864 — ^.30 p. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General : The following deserters have just been forwarded from the 
headquarters of the Fifth Army Cori)s, all from Mahone’s division of 
A. P. Hill’s corps : Private Crenshaw, Ninth Alabama, Sanders’ bri- 
gade, came in 9th instant, 12 m. Private Fife, Ninth Alabama, Sanders’ 
brigade, came in 9th instant, 9.30 p. m. Private King, Ninth Alabama, 
Sanders’ brigade, came in 9th instant, 9.30 p. m. Private Hammond, 
Sixty-fourth Georgia, Wright’s brigade, came in 10th instant, 5 a. m. 
Private Yan, Sixty-fourth Georgia, Wright’s brigade, came in 10th in- 
stant, 6 a. m. Private Wen, Sixty-first Yirginia, Weisiger’s brigade, 
came in 9th instant, 12 m. Private Clarke, Eleventh Alabama, 
Sanders’ brigade, came in 10th instant, 3 a. m. Crenshaw states that 
he heard from a man belonging to his regiment, who had lately seen a 
man from Orange Court-House, that Kershaw’s* division, of Long- 
steeet’s corps, had passed through Orange Court-House on the way to 
the Yalley. Cannot give the exact time; it was four or five days ago. 
Wen states that it is believed in camp that one division of Longstreet’s 
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corps lias gone to Hood’s army and another to the Valley. He also 
states that a man from Wilcox’s divisiouj of Hill’s corps, came from 
Chaffin’s farm to his regiment a feTv^ days since, at which time Wilcox 
was between the Aiipomattox and James Hivers, in front of Major- 
General Butler. All of deserters corroborate previous information 
concerning the forces and their position on the south of the Appomattox, 
Yiz: Four divisions, posted from right to left as follows: Malione, Heth, 
Hoke, and* Bushrod Johnson. Mahone’s division is located as follows : 
Wright’s brigade, on extreme right, not in trenches^ Weisiger’s bri- 
gade, next in line 5 Sanders’ brigade, next in line 5 Harris’ brigade, next 
in line 5 Finegan’s brigade, next in line, on extreme left of the division, 
and extending across the Jerusalem plank road. According to the 
statements of these deserters the strength of Weisiger’s brigade has 
been reduced to 750 men 5 that of Sanders’ brigade has been reduced 
to 800 men for duty. Great disposition to desert in Sanders’ brigade. 

I^OTE. — ^From the right of the line we have information of Long- 
street’s corps to the following dates: Field’s division near Kew Market, 
or Deep Bottom, August 85 Kershaw’s division in General Butler’s 
front, in rear of Pickett’s, August 7; Pickett’s division in General 
Butler’s front, August 7. The position of Wilcox’s division, of A. P. Hill’s 
corps, is uncertain. General Butler telegraphs, on the 4:th instant, that 

Wfrcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is reported as being between New 
Market and Chaffin’s farm. This, however, needs confirmation.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


City Point, Va., August 1864 — 7.30 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding j &c,: 

There is very strong evidence, aside from that brought in by de- 
serters, that the enemy are sending troops north. I think one division 
each from Hill’s and Longstreet’s corps have gone. Is our line now in 
position to be held by two corps? 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

Referred to Major Duane, chief engineer. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 11^ 1864 — 11 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Reply to telegram of 7.30 delayed to get report of engineer officer. 
Engineers report it will require three days to complete the redoubts 
and rifle-pits in the fronts occupied by the Ninth and Fifth Corps, and 
three days more to prepare all the abatis. This work can only be ex- 
ecuted at night, it being under the enemy’s fire 5 and owing to the ex- 
treme heat of the weather and other causes the work is not as rapidly 
executed as I expected. I have given orders to put on the maximum 
force and push it. I know nothing of the condition of the work on the 
Eighteenth Corps line. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 11^ 186 i — 5.30 'p. m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserter to-day states that it was reported in camp that Kershaw^s 
division passed through Orange Court-House for the Valley four or five 
days ago* Six deserters from Mahone’s division to-day. Ko changes 
south of Api)omattox, 

J. C. B[ABCOGK]. 


CITY" Point, August 11^ 1864. 

Lieutenant Davenport, 

General Butler'^s Staff: 

A negro who left Bichniond Monday says that on Sunday morning 
Eitzhugh Lee^s division of cavalry came through Richmond from toward 
Petersburg and passed out on the Brook turnpike; that they were 
more than an hour in passing, and the white folks said they were going 
to re-enforce Early. He also thinks that trains were sent up on the 
Central Railroad on Saturday and Sunday with infantry. What he 
knows about the infantry is very indistinct, but he states the story 
about the cavalry with many circumstantial facts. 

GEORGE H. SHARPE, 

Colonel., &c. 


Aug-ust 11, 1864. 

MaJ. B* E. Eisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A party of fifteen of enemy have just begun a new work 1,000 yards 
to left of Chimneys. Enemy still hauling logs to the front. A party 
of forty of the enemy left their first line and moved off toward Peters- 
burg. They had knapsacks, haversacks, &c., but no muskets. No 
other change. All quiet- 
Respeetfully, 

WAETS. 


August 11, 1864. 

Major-General Warren: 

No change. Eew of enemy were laboring on work about 500 yards 
to right of Chimneys, but our batteries have driven them away. Some 
of the timber that the enemy have been hauling to first line of works 
is now being used to brace up works. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 

(Same to Major Eisher.) 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

August If 1864 — 1 j). m. 

Maj. B. E. Fisher: 

At 11.30 a. m. 1,000 cavalry moved to our right on line of Weldon 
raih'oad, and 150 horses (leading), followed by a train of 34 ambulances 
and 61 wagons, a few wagons loaded with grain in the sheaf. 

’ H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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Tree Station, August ii, 186-1 — 2 jp. on. 

Major Fifc^HEE: 

At 11.30 a. m. tliirty-six wagons seen moving toward our riglit on 
road near lead- works. A force of cavalry liave just passed on the 
Eichmond and Petersburg road going toward Eichmond. They were 
ten minutes passing and were followed by six wagons. Another com- 
pany followed the wagons, taking four minutes to pass. There were 
two flags, both red. Wagons have been passing just beyond on same 
road for about twenty minutes, going toward Eichmond. I counted 
thirteen before the cavalry came and thirty after they had passed. 

T. H. FBAEEY, 

Second IJeutenant aoul Sigoial Officer, 


Hdqes. Arimt of the Potomac, Sional Departivient, 

August 11, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatches are respectfully forwarded: 


Plank Road Signal Station. 

At 2.30 p. m. a body of caralry moved to our right on line of Weldon railroad, 
followed by a train of fourteen wagons, but owing to the smoke intervening, blown 
from the burning woods upon our left, a correct estimate as to the number of cavalry 
could not be made. They probably numbered 500 j w^ere ten minute's in passing. 
No other movement visible since last report. No change in camp visible. 

FULTON. 


Walthall House Station. 

Between 2 and 3 p. m. saw heavy dust extending from lead-works across the city; 
could not soe what was moving, but from dust judged that the movement was 
toward our right. It lasted twenty minutes. A similar line of dust seen about 5 
p.m. The movement in same direction. The enemy have been conveying long tim- 
ber from the wood toward Fort Clifton. Enemy reports an increase of hospir.il 
tents near Point of Rocks. 

FEAREY, 

Signal Officer, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Captain ayid Chief Signal Offioer, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 11, 1861 — 6 p, on, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

GENERAXi. The following dispatches are respectfully forwarded: 


Jordan House Station. 

There has been a movement of cavalry this p. m. with twenty-five wagons and 
ambulances. They came out of Petersburg in direction of Richmond. It is impos- 
sible to tell the number, sm they were not well closed up, but think about two small 
regiments. 

CLARK, 

Signal Officer, 


The station at the Walthall house reports the same movement. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Ojfficer, 
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Station near Gibbon\s House, 

Augiii^t 11, 1804 — 6,30 p, m, 

Maj. B. P. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Foiomac: 

The dust reported at 12.10 this p. m, I think must have arisen from 
teams moving from enemy^s left and disapi)eariiig in \roods at point 
about south^rest, or near Dinwiddie road. A signal station in rear of 
city at a point south-southwest plainly \isible. Enemy yet busy on 
works northwest and west-noithwest of this station. Fire in Peters- 
burg between 3 and 4 this a. m. 

A. C. JOEDAK, 

Sergeant, 


Hdqrs. Second Brio., Third Bit., Second Corps, 

Augubt If 1864. 

Maj. John Hancock, 

Assistant Adjutant- General,, Third J)iv., Second Corps: 

Major : I would respectfully inform you that I have this day turned 
over the command of the Second Brigade to Col. C. A. Craig, One hun- 
dred and fifth Pennsylvania Yoluiiteers. 

I am. major, respectfully, your obedient seivant, 

H. J. MABILL, 

Colonel lllsi Fennsylvania Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August If 1864 — 9 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Wn.LiAMS, 

Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to repoit that nothing unusual transpired in my 
front during the night. 

G. K. WAEEEH, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August If 1861 — 9 p. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj^ltant- General : 

T have the honor to report that nothing unusual has transpired in 
my front to-day. Xine deserters from the enemy were received and 
forwarded to tbe provost-marshal-general. Four hundred men are at 
work to-night at Battery Tilton. 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major-General 


General Williams: 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August If 1861 — 9 p. m. 


I have the honor to report that nothing worthy of note has occurred 
on my front to-day. To-night the picket-firing is quite brisk. 

A. E. BtJENSIBB, 

Major-General, 
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HDQRfci. Second Brio., First Div., I^inth Army Corps, 

Before Petershiirg^ August If 1864> 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: Iliave the honor to repoit that during my tour of duty no 
movements were observed in the lebel line, but that they are reported 
to be stiengthening their woiks opposite the Fourth Division, The 
traverses of the First Division front need improvement, which can be 
accomplished by the men in the trenches with little labor. The officer 
of the Second Division reports a new and strong work to the right of 
the blown-up fort and in the tliick woods, and he also recommends 
drainage of the covered way near the railioad and deepening the ap- 
proaches in a few points. FTo change was observed in the Third Divis- 
ion, and no recommendations are made. In the Fourth Division 
nothing unusual occiiried. The policing of the Second and Third Di- 
visions has been improved since my last tour of duty, but in rear of all 
the divisions the men are in the practice of using the unoccupied works 
as sinks, and in the Second Division, near one of the batteries, there is 
a sink which I have called attention to twice, and which is shametuUy 
bad. All the ditches in rear of the works need to be widened. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GILBEET P. EOBIESOE, 

lAetit. Goly Comdg. Second Brig.^ First Dfy., Mnth Army Gooys. 

[Indoisement ] 


Directions have been given to make the improvements recemmended 
in the above report. 

LEWIS EIOHMOKD, 

A6‘s istan t Ad } uiant- Gen era L 


Headquarters Second Division, Einth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., August 11, 1864, 

Lieut. Ool. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutayit- General, Ninth Army Gorjps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been but slight 
firing on my front during the day. Brigade commanders report that 
the enemy is apparently repairing the fort blown up on the 30th ultimo. 
The men can be seen and heaid at work. My lines are kept in good 
repair, and are strengthened wherever there apx)ears need for addi- 
tional defenses. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier- Geyieral, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Second Mounted Eiples, IsTew York Vols., 

Near Petersburg, Ya., August 11, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

Commanding Second Bivision, Ninth Army Corps : 

General: I have the honor to report as division officer of the day 
for the 10th instant that I find the trenches generally effective and 
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protective. Witli ordinary care ihe men defending tliem are protected 
ficom tbe Jfire of tlie enemy. Tlie liealtli of tlie men Bei^dng along and 
near tlie line of railroad require that a strong pioneer force be ordered 
to draw off tlie stagnant and putrid water by tilling tbe ditch on tbe west 
side, which will force the water out, at the same time cover all sources 
of disease so abundant in that locality. Considerable pohcing was 
done yesterday, and the cami)s of the Eirst and Second Brigades much 
improved, but two or three points along the sap by which the outer 
lines are approached need raising. ^Vith these trifling exceptions, the 
approaches are good and safe. I observe to the right of the fort of the 
enemy blown up on tbe 30th ultimo, and farther back in a thick woods, 
quite a large earth-work has been thrown up, the only recent change 
noticed in the enemy^s works in front of this division. 

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

JOHN FISK, 

Colonel Second Mounted Rifles^ Meic YorJc Yoh.j 

Division Officer of the Day^ August 10, 1864. 


Hdqrs. Bept. op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Oppice Bxtreait of Information, 

In the Field, Aiigiist 11, 1861 — 6M ]). m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Deputy Froviost-^IarshahCkneral, City Foint: 

Everything in our front here remains as heretofore. On the north 
side of James deserters report no changes. Nothing, I am confident, 
has left our entire front. I telegraphed you yesteiday, but received no 
answer. 

JOHN 1. BAYENPOET, 

lAeiit., Acting Aide-de-Camp^ and Assistant Frovost-May'shal. 


Hdqrs. Bept. of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Field, Axigust 11, 1864 — 9.50 p. m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Deputy Frovost-Marshah General, City Fowf : 

I have just received a deserter from Terry’s brigade. He reports that 
a rumor exists in their camp that all of Longstreet’s corps, save Pickett, 
have gone to Eichmond, and thence north. A gentleman from Eich- 
mond, who was seen by a comrade of his last night, informed them that 
he had seen them in Eichmond. The man knows nothing of any one in 
his rear, and says that he knows the cavalry all left. Kershaw’s divis- 
ion was in their rear. I imagine, and indeed believe, that very likely 
they have gone as he says. No deserters from Field’s to-day. He may 
have gone 'with them. It is believed in Pickett’s division that they 
are about to march and to be relieved by Heth’s division. There is 
strong circumstantial evidence to confirm this. 

JOHN I. BAYENPOET, 

Lieut., Acting Aide-de-Camp, and, Assistant FromsPMarshal. 
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IlDQRS, Dept, op Tiroinia and Kortu Carolina, 

. Ofpige op the Chief Sional Officer, 

August llj 18GL 

Col. J. TT. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer atWater Battery reports at 4.25 p. m. 
that the enemy have thrown up works to the north and east of Cox’s 
Mill to-day.” 

Very respectfully, &c., 

L. B. NTOETOIN, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Broadway Landing, Ya., August If ISGL 

Brigadier-General Eamsay, 

Chief of Ordnance^ U, S, Army^ 

Whider'^s Building, Washington, D. 0. ; 

I have sixteen Coehoriis in position and could fire 1,000 roundvS daily 
to advantage. My supifiy of this ammunition is nearly exhausted, 
although it has been economized to our serious detriment, the rebel 
mortar fire now exceeding our own. In resj^onse to my letter of 15th 
instant and telegram of 19th instant, I have only received about 1,700 
rounds. If possible lurgently request a prompt filling of the requisitions 
for 20,000 rounds, with preparations for a further supply if called for. 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Conneotieut Artillery, Commanding Siege Train. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, August 11, 1861 — 5.25 a. m. 

Colonel Curtis, 

Commanding Brigade : 

Colonel: Your troops will not be kept under arms any longer, as 
the emergency is passed,” They will be returned to their camps. 

By order of Brigadier-General Turner : 

ISEAEL E. SEALY, 

Captain, Forty -seventh Heio Torh Vols., Actg. Asst. Ad)t. Oen, 


Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Fort Focahontas, Ya., August 11, 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

On the 9th of August, at 2.30 p. m., I received the following dispatch 
from Colonel Innis, commanding at Fort Powhatan: 

A white nigger has just reiiorted to me that there are three companies of cavalry 
within three miles of this fort; also a large infantry force on the Surry Court-House 
road. He says 3,000 — I think the 400 or 5001 spoke to you about yesterday. I sent 
out thirty or forty cavalry to repair tho telegraph line this a. m., but they were 
driven in. What shall I do ? 

At 3 p. m. I sent the following to Colonel Innis: 

Keep a sharp lookout, but don^t risk surprise or capture. 

Deeming it important to destroy or capture the rebel force that was 
interrupting the telegraph at 3.45 p. m. I telegraphed to Captain Pit- 
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kin, at City Point, to send ma a steamer that night, to enable me to 
cross the river with apart of my force at this x)Ost, to which 1 received 
no reply until between 7 and 8 o’clock on the morning of the 10th in- 
stant, when the steamer called for reported. My purpose was to send 
a section of my light battery and about 150 men to Fort Powhatan in 
the evening, and during the night to land about 250 men below Cabin 
Point, and endeavor to surprise the rebels at daylight this morning by 
a simultaneous movement of both detachments. At 9,30 a. m. August 
10 I received the following dispatch from Colonel Innis: 

tVe are abont r-'t ri” our available force. In case vre are driven in can I 

depend upon yoiL u- ic« t 

To which I replied: 

Make no movement until I come ; will be ith you in an honr. 

In less than one hour I was at Port Powhatan, and then and there 
first learned that General Graham had sent a force down the river, and 
that Colonel Innis had been requested to co-operate with him. I imme- 
diately directed Colonel Innis to send out all the men he could possibly 
spare and sent back to Wilson's Landing for 375 men, 100 of whom 
I directed to remain at Fort Powhatan, and 275 I sent to re-eutbrce the 
detachment sent forward by Colonel Innis. A part of the force marched 
as far as Cabin Point and scouted the country about there, arrested 
several citizens who, with one exception, persisted that no more than 
six rebel soldiers had been seen recently in that neighborhood. From 
one party they learned that about seventy-five rebel cavalry had that 
morning gone off on the Blackwater road. They found the telegraph 
line down at several points but not broken. Between 8 and 9 o’clock 
the force returned to Port Powhatan. 

I inclose herewith a report of Lieutenant Swain, which accounts for 
the fact that no communication was received from Port Powhatan on 
the night of the 9th instant. To your remark about not getting up to 
make movements until 10.45, 1 have no reply to make, feehng that the 
same was uncalled for and unjust. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GILMAN MAESTON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 

[Id closure ] 

Fort Pocahontas, Ta., August 11, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. G. Maeston, 

Commanding Brigade: 

General : In answer to your inquiries I have the honor to report 
that I was at the signal station at this post on the night of the 9th 
instant until fifteen minutes of 11 o’clock, and gave my men instruc- 
tions to use exti*a caution on watch. My sergeant at Fort Powhatan 
states that he called this station from 11 to 12 o’clock that night. 
During the afternoon and just previous to sunset we could communi- 
cate by signals only at intervals, and I have reason to suppose that 
during the time this station was called the smoke in the atmosphere 
prevented their torch from, being seen at this distance, nearly eight 
miles. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JULIUS M. SWAIN, 
Second Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 
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Headquarters EiaHTEENTH Ar3iy Corps, 

A iKjnst 11^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant . 

A deserter came in this a. m . ) reports that he heard a cook, who came 
to his regiment last night from the other side of Petersburg, say that 
he heard a man just from ELehmond say that part of Lee’s troops were 
going north tliroiigli Eichmoiid yesterday. As cars were running on 
the Eichmond railroad during the night there may be something in 
the report. 

E. O. 0. OED, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


Norfolk, August 11, 1864. 

Colonel Shaffer; 

Colonel: The order intended for Colonel Garrard’s cavalry to 
relieve Colonel Bimon’s regiment, First U. S. Volunteer Infantry, as 
pi'ovost-guard in this district, was inadvertently sent to these head- 
quarters for transmission. Colonel Garrard’s cavalry is not in this 
command. He has probably not received the order. Ho troops here 
to relieve Colonel Bimon. I shall be at the front Saturday. 

G. F. SHEPLBT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Bistrict of Horth Carolina, 

Neic Berne, N. C., August 11, 1864. 

E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of Mar, Washington, J). C. : 

Sir : The nature of the piDposition I shall make in this communica- 
tion must be the excuse I offer for sending direct to you. There is in 
the State of Horth Carolina, in proximity to our lines, quite a large 
supply of cotton which I am convinced can be procured for the Govern- 
ment if I can be permitted [to use] my own extraordinary means of 
obtaining it. This cotton has been inland for a long time, or a great 
deal of it hid away for the purpose of keeping it Jfrom the rebel Govern- 
ment or from raiding parties of our forces. The owners have in many 
instances expressed a perfect willingness to dispose of it to our Gov- 
ernment,' but the first attempt to get it from the hiding-places to points 
where I could receive it would be the cause of its being seized or 
destroyed by the rebels. The owners, too, in most cases, are men ^ho 
have had the confidence of the former commander of Plymouth, and 
before the fall ot that place promises of assistance to get the cotton 
within our lines were made. How 1 would propose to obtain this cotton 
in this way: Whisky will -draw cotton when nothing else will, and a 
trustworthy, honorable man here makes the proposition to place at 
points where I can easily send for it some hundreds of bales, at the 
rate of a bale of cotton for a barrel of whisky. How a bale of cotton 
is worth to the Government at least $500 over and above the cost of 
transportation, and the common whisky is worth, or costs the Govern- 
ment here, say $50 to $60. It is probable that from 1,500 to 2,000 bales 
could be procured in this way, thus placing a large amount of money 
into the hands of the Government, and at the same time we put this 
cotton out of the way of the rebels. They will, I fear, sooner or later 
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get it if we do not. Then the whisky will do onr enemies no good. 
It will do them more harm, and for my part I would not care how much 
they had, if we could get sinews of war in exchange for it. It is no 
use for us to send raiding parties for this cotton or to send agents to 
purchase it with our money; thus would we insure its destruction. As 
a matter of course the person who is to procure this cotton is worthy 
of his hire, and that he is willing to leave to you or to me if his propo- 
sition be accepted. It is my impression that the one-tenth of all cotton 
so procured ought to be a sufhcient reward. I beg an early reply to 
this, and if the plan seems a good one I beg that the commissary of 
subsistence at I^Tew York be directed to send at once to the commis- 
sary department here 100 barrels of common whisky; 900 more if I 
direct a requisition for that amount to be made on him, and still 
another 900 if the venture should prove a success. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1. NT. PALMEE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Poto^iac, 

Aiigust ISGi — 11 a. on. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Send orders to Major-General Hancock to move his command as soon 
as practicable to City Point. His artillery and trains to be sent to- 
night, or at such time as not to be seen by the enemy, to the vicmity of 
the Point of Eocks bridge, cross the same and move over to some point 
ill rear of the center of General Butler’s line and out of sight of the 
enemy. Send orders to Gregg to make the necessary arrangements to 
relieve his dmsion by Kautz’s command to-night, Kautz to protect our 
left and rear and watch over to the James. Gregg, with his division, to 
move to-morrow to Point of Eocks, at such time as his movement will be 
concealed from the enemy, cross the bridge, and move to Deep Bottom 
and across the James, reporting to Hancock. Be particular in notify- 
ing all officers that the orders are confidential, and every effort must 
be made to conceal the destination of the several corps from their own 
troops as well as the enemy. The idea will be held out that the Mnth 
Corps is going to Washington. 

[MEADE.] 


Jordan’s House, Aoignsf 12^ 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Major PlSHER: 

A large wagon train moving west, apparently from Butler’s front, 
has just passed open space about six miles northwest from this point. 
Enemy’s signal officers report one regiment of cavalry crossing pontoon 
to Prince George side, also unusual number of gun-boats and steamers 
above pontoon. 

T. E. OLAEK, 
Captain ayid Signal Officer, 


Headquarters EianTEENTH Corps, 

Aoigust 12, 1864. 

Major Eisher: 

A column of the enemy’s cavalry, followed by thirty-eight wagons, 
has just passed a point on the Eichmond tmmpike north 40 degrees 
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west from here, going toward Eichmond. The column occupied forty 
minutes in passing, independent of the wagons, and carried at least two 
battle-flags which were visible. The enemy’s signal officers report con- 
siderable activity among our shipping off Point of Eocks and a regiment 
of cavalry crossing pontoon bridge to this side. . 

0. L. DAVIS, 

C apt Clin and Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The following just received from General Crawford is sent for your 
information. The man is on his way to your headquarters: 

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 1^, 1864. 

General : Two men belonging to the artillery of the Second Corps deserted to the 
enemy last evening. A deserter named Frederick Schannel, Company C, Eighth Ala- 
bama, Sanders' brigade, of Mahone's division, came into my lines this evening. He 
left Richmond on Sunday last, having been in the hospital there. He confirms th# 
report I sent on the 8th in regard to Kershaw's division, of Longstreet's corps, having 
gone to the Valley. He saw Kershaw's old brigade of the division pass thivugh 
Richmond on Sunday. He says also that more of that corps has gone north. He 
states also that Major Duncan, of Mahone's staff, said to the division surgeon (Wood) 
in his presence that Lee had certainly gone north, A man who had returned to the 
regiment yesterday says that an artillery train passed through Richmond on Tuesday 
going to Early, and that as he came down to Petersburg he saw wagon trains of 
cavauy going northward. This man repeats the story of a mine being constructed 
toward the fort on Griffin's front. He says that twenty men from each regiment are 
on daily detail to work at this mine and that the men from his regiment told him 
where they were at work. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CRAWFORD, 

BHgadier^General. 

G. K. WAEREK 

Major-General. 

tindorseinent ] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 5.45 p. m. 

Eespectfully forwarded for Lieutenant General Grant’s information. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., August 12^1864—2 p. m. 

(Eeceived 10.40 p, m.) 

Quartermaster-General U. S. Army: 

Think I have shipped means of transportation as follows ; 239 teams 
of the Sixth Corps and 428 of the Cavalry Corps, making 667 wagons 
and teams completed. They are ordered to be reported to General D. 
H. Eucker. Please advise him that no more will be sent at present, and 
that those forwarded should retain their present organizations and 
should join the commands to which they appertain. When necessary 
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any number more of organized trains can be sent. I will now hold 
transports until it is decided about moving troops. Two or three 
divisions of rebel troops have lately left our fi*ont. 

EUFUS INGALLS, 

Chief Qtmrtermasier. 


Headquarters Army of the Poto:mao, 

Provost-Marshae-General’s Department, 

August 12^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from Perry ^s brigade (now Pinegan’s), 
Eighth Florida Eegiment, came into our lines about 7 o’clock last even- 
ing. They bring no important information. As far as they know the 
enemy’s position remains unchanged. They report that the enemy are 
sinking shafts, either mining or countermining, at a point very near 
the Jerusalem plank road and on the part of the line occupied by Fin- 
egan’s (Florida) brigade. 

Note. — ^This was reported by one of Finegan’s men yesterday, who 
had seen the shafts. One of them he said was about 150 yards from 
the Jerusalem plank road, and about sixty yards in rear of the trenches. 

Very respectfuEy, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Provost-Marshax General’s Department, 

August 12^ 1864. 

Major-General Hoiphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following telegram has just been received : 

City Point, August 13, 1864, 

J. C. Babcock: 

Deserters received to-day from Pickett’s and Hoke’s divisions and Scales’ brigade 
all agree that the cavalry before reported and Kershaw’s division are gone to Early. 
Nothmg heard to-day of Field’s division, but the probabilities are that he has gone. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. O. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

August 12, 1864 — 6.30 jg. m. 

Map Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Eighth Alabama, Sanders’ brigade, 
Mahone’s division, Hill’s corps, came in this afternoon about 1,30 
o’clock. He states that he left Eichmond last Sunday morning (where 
he has been for the past two months in hospital) for Petersburg, at 
which time he saw Kershaw’s old brigade marching from the Peters- 
burg depot to the Virginia Central depot, on the way to Early, in the 
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Valley 5 that ne asked wliat brigade it was, and where they were going; 
that troops were marching through Eichinond all night last Saturday 
night, and took the cars at the Central depot; understood that all of 
Kershaw’s division was going to the Valley, and had passed through 
Eichmond Satiu’day night and Sunday morning last; informant knows 
nothing of Field’s division; thinks Kershaw’s division is all that has 
gone; reports no change in the enemy’s i)osition on the south side of 
the Appomattox; it is generally understood that the enemy is mining 
in the direction of Fort Griffin; shafts are being sunk in Finegan’s 
brigade; General Ewell is in command of the defenses of Eichmond; 
tliere are no troops in the fortifications or about the city other than the 
home guards and city battalions; saw Eichmond papers of to-day — 
they had no further news from Atlanta or Mobile. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 


City Point, August 12^ 1864. 

J, C. Babcock: 

We have five refugees forwarded through our depot who left Eich- 
mond last night at 8 o’clock. During the night of Saturday and Sun- 
day troops were marched through Eichmond to the Central depot. 
Great care was taken to conceal the movement, and they were reported 
at one time as two divisions, and at another as two brigades. The 
cavalry vas well knoAvn to be Fitzhugh Lee’s. The artillej^y went 
through Sunday night and was counted at twenty pieces. Dispatch 
from Captain Leet says that our men report these troops to have passed 
through Gordonsville. Dispatch from Lieutenant Davenport during 
the night showing reason to believe that McLaws and Field have left, 

SHAEPB, 

Colonel. 


Headquaetebs Abmy op the Potomac, 

August 12^ 1864 — 6.45 jp. m. 

Colonel Shabpe, 

City Point: 

Deserter from Eighth Alaoama left Eichmond hospital on Sunday 
morning last. Saw Kershaw’s old brigade passing through the city to 
take the cars at Virginia Central Eailroad depot. Troops passed through 
Eichmond all night on Saturday last, and it was well understood that 
all of Kershaw’s division took the Virginia Central Eailroad between 
dark on Saturday and daylight on Sunday morning last. He knows 
nothing at all of Field’s division. 

J. C. E[ABOOOK]. 


Hdqbs, Dept, op Viboinia and Koeth Cabolina, 

Oppice Bubeau op Inpobmation, 

In the Fields August 12^ 1864 — 11.15 a. m. 

Colonel Shabpe, 

Deputy Pro'oost-Marslial- General, City Point: 

Three deserters from Pickett’s division received this a. m. They 
report all the cavalry in their rear to have left on Saturday night and 
gone to the Valley, Kershaw’s division has also left their rear and 
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gone to Eiclimoncl and tlience on. They state that two other divisions 
went with Kershaw’s, but whose they do not know. I have nothing as 
yet from the north side of the James. I fear Field has left there, but 
know nothing of it. 

JOHK I. DAYBNPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Gamp, and Ae&ktant Lrovost-Marshal. 


Hdqbs. Dept, of Yieg-ieia and Koeth Oaeolina, 

Office of Bueeau of Infoemation, 

In the Field, Axigust 12, 1804 — 7 p. m. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

Deputy FrovostArarslial-General : 

Deserters to-day from Hoke’s and Pickett’s divisions and Scales’ bri- 
gade. Ko fuidher news of interest. All insist that troops have left for 
the Valley. Some have it more and some less. Kone to-day from Field. 

JOHN I. DAYBKPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Gamp, and Assistant Frov jst-Marshal. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Yieginia and Koeth Oaeolina, 

Office Bueeau of Infoeiiation, 

In the Field, August 12, 1804 — 10 p. m. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

.Deputy Frovost-2Iarshal-General, Gity Feint: 

Two refugees, just in from Eichmond, leaving there on Tuesday iioon> 
say there was infantry went upon the cars to the Valley on Saturday 
night. Don’t know what. On Sunday Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, 
Stuart’s light horse artillery, with some other battery, went through. 
The infantry was Kershaw beyond a doubt. I do not think Field has 
gone. Hope to ascertain to-morrow. 

JOHN I. DAYEKPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Gamp, and Assistant Frovost-Marshal. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 12, 1864 — 8,30 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee : 

At 7.15 a. m. a body of cavalry, numbering 1,100, moved to our right 
on line of Y’'eldon railroad, followed by a train of twelve ambulances 
and forty-one wagons. Still working on front line, left of Gregory’s 
house. No change in camps. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Signal Station, Plank Eoad, 

Aug^^st 12, 1864—7.15 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee: 

Thirteen wagons to our right and fifteen to our left this a. m., besides 
tram with cavalry already reported. About 100 men, with arms and 
knapsacks, moved to our left in line of Weldon railroad at 5.30 p. m. 
Enemy hauling logs in considerable quantities in forts on our right and 
front." No change of camps. 

H. W. PULTON, 

SergeoMt. 
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Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 12^ 1864, 

Mai. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; I liave tlie honor to forward the following reports just 
received : 


Jordan House— 9.45 a. m. 

A column of cavalry has just passed Whitehead^s going to our right march’'! 2: hy 
twos and forty-five minutes in passing a point; were followed hy six 
Straggling cavalrymen are constantly passing to our right. 

CLARE} 

Captain. 

Near Headquarters Fifth Army Corps— 9 a. m. 
Enemy at work in small squads at different points of hne. 

LYON, 

Lieutenant. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

By order: 

WM. S. STEYKEB, 
First-Lieutenant^ Adjutant Signal Corps, 


Aug-ust 12, 1864 — ^9.30 a. m. 


Major Pisher: 

An hour ago twenty-eight wagons passed toward city on the road to 
the left of lead- works. Enemy’s signal ofBicef reports a company of cav- 
alry crossing pontoon bridge toward Bermuda Hundred: 

0. L. DAVIS, 

Captain^ <&c. 


August 12, 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A column of enemy’s cavalry, followed by thirty-eight wagons, has 
just passed a point on Eichmond turnpike north 40 degrees west from 
here, going toward Eichmond. The column occupied forty minutes in 
passing independent of the wagons, and carried at least two battle- 
fla^s which were visible. Enemy’s signal officer reports considerable 
activity among our shipping off Point of Eocks, and a regiment of cav- 
alry crossing pontoon bridge to this side. 

OHAS. L. DAVIS, 

Captain^ <fcc. 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

August 12^ 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

An unusual amount of stir in enemy’s wagon tram visible to-day* 
One train of twenty-three wagons passed a point about three miles 
•west of this station, moving on a road ruunmg to enemy’s depot of sup- 
plies on Petersburg and Eichmond Eailroadj also, train of nffie wagons 
on same road moving in opposite direction. Ho further movement 
9 R R— VOL XLII, FT II 
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noticed on road reported this ni. -At 4 p, in. a body of cavalry, esti- 
mated at 350 men, passed a point about half a mile to right of Farley’s 
house, moving south-southwest. A considerable dust seen occasionally 
nearly all day on roads south and west of city, and should think it in- 
dicated more than the usual travel on main roads. Since 4 p. m. dust 
and smoke have inclosed whole country round city. 

A. C. JOEDAN, 

Sergeant, 


Hdqes. Arxy op the 1^oto3iao, Signal Department, 

August 12^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

OMef of Staff: 

General; The following dispatch has just been received, and is 
respectfully forwarded for your information : 

Gibbon's House, August 12, 1864. 

(Via Eighteenth Army Corps.) 

Major Fisher : 

A wagon train has been steadily passing a point southwest of this station for about 
sixty minutes. They move in a direction south-southwest. A heavy dust for about 
same time along lino of Petersburg and Richmond Railroad, but covered from ob- 
servation. About 300 troops moved at head of wagon train. Considerable dust 
south of city, but not steadily. 

A. C. JORDAN, 
Sergeant Signal Corps, ^-c. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant. 

By order: 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1^, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: I have no farther movement upon the part of the enemy 
during the day to report excepting that thex'e seemed to be more than 
usual activity upon the various roads during the day. One of my 
lookouts reports that about 4 p. m. the atmosphere became too hazy 
to see movements, but a bank of dust seemed to rise in vicinity of city 
and extend across the river and on to the right. He thought it indi- 
cated a movement, but was not certain. I give it for what it is worth. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office, 

iNo, 268. ) Washington^ August 12^ 1864. 

# # # # 

41. First Lieut. G. 0. Chaffee, Ordnance Department, is hereby 
relieved from duty at Allegheny, Pa., and will report in person without 
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delay to the commanding general Army of the Potomac to relieve 
First. Lieut. M. Schaff, Ordnance Department^ in his duties as depot 
ordnance officer. Army of the Potomac. 

42. First Lieut. M. Schaff, Ordnance Department, on being relieved 
from duty in the Army of the Potomac, will repair at once to Beading, 
Pa., and relieve Oapt. S. O. Lyford, Ordnance Department, in his 
duties as inspector of cannon and projectiles at that place. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

B. D. TOAVNSENTD, 
Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States, 

N^o. 72. ) City Fomt, Fa., August 1864. 

I. Col. F. McGilvery, First Maine Light Artillery, is temporarily 
relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac, and will report in 
person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Yirginia 
and NTorth Carolina, for assignment as chief of artillery of the Tenth 
Army Corps, Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, commanding. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistant AdjxUant- General, 


Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 11,15 a, m. 


Major-General Hancock:, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

The major-general commanding directs that you move your command 
as soon as practicable to City Point. Yom? artillery and trains will be 
sent to-night, or at such times as not to be seen by the enemy, to the 
vicinily of the Point of Bocks bridge, cross the same, and move over to 
some point in rear of the center of General Butler^s line and out of sight of 
the enemy. The movement of the artillery and trains must at alWimes be 
concealed from the enemy. General Gregg will be immediately directed 
to move to-morrow secretly to Deep Bottom and across the James, and 
report to you. The major-general commanding directs me to enjoin 
upon you that these orders are strictly confidential, and every arrange- 
ment and effort must be made to conceal the destination of the corps 
from the officers and troops, artillery and trains, and from the enemy. 
The idea will be held out that the Second Corps is goingto Washington. 

A. A. HUMPHBETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 12j 1864 — 11.45 a, m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Tour dispatch of 11.15 a. m. just received. 1 will adjourn 
the court of inquiry at once, until such time as I may again assemble 
it, as it caxmot proceed, I think j there will be but one member; I 
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should, however, like to have advice on that subject. I have a detail 
of 1,000 men at work; I should like to have tbem returned at once. I 
shall move my command as soon as it gets ready. I understand about 
the wagons and artillery. 

Your obedient servant, 

WINF’D S. HANTOOGK, 

Major-General, 

Tour order is confidential, but it cannot be executed properly unless 
I send staff officers to Point of Eocks to select such places for trains 
and artillery as may meet the order, which will give them an idea. 

W. S. H., 
Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 12^ 1861 — 12.45 p, m, 

(Eeceived 1 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Gommanding Second Corps : 


The major-general commanding advises that you adjourn the court. 
Duane will be ordered to send back the detail at once. The com- 
manding general considers that it would be better, in view of what 
you write, not to move the artillery and trains until night, and that 
the idea should be given that the artillery and trains embark at Ber- 
muda Hundred to expedite the embarkation for Washington. 

A. A. HUMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of* Staff, 


Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 12^ 1864 — 6 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Gommanding Second Corps: 

By direction of the major-general commanding I transmit you here- 
with a copy* of Lieutenant-General Grant’s letter to him of the 25th of 
July, which will form your instructions under the orders sent you this 
morning. The objects of your present expedition are identically the 
same as the former under the same instructions. It is ascertained that 
the enemy have re-enforced Early recently with three infantry divisions, 
Kershaw’s and Field’s, of Longstreet’s corps, and Wilcox’s, of Hill’s 
corps, and Lee’s division of cavalry, leaving only five divisions here. 
The commanding general directs that besides the rations and ammuni- 
tion directed to be carried on the person you have six days’ rations in 
trains and the ammunition required by recent orders. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 12^ 1864, 

The infantry command will be in readiness to move as soon as prac- 
ticable. As soon as divisions are in readiness to move the commanders 
will report the fact at these headquarters. The artillery and trains 


See Yol. XL, Part III, p. 437. 
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will be ill readiness, but probably will not move until some time after 
the infantry. The headquarters’ spring-wagon, ambulances, medical, 
and other wagons usually allowed to move with the troops, will not move 
with the troops, but will be parked under the direction of Captain 
McEntee, assistant quaitermaster, and will move under his direction. 
The general train will move under direction of Captain Shallenberger, 
assistant quartermaster. The details now absent on fatigue will be 
ordered to join their commands at once. The artillery and trains will 
not hitch up until so directed. If not already supplied, the troops will 
at once be supplied with rations of the required amount. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

FEANTCIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Afljiitant- General. 


ClECTJLAE.] HdQES. AETILLEEY BeIOADE, SECOND CORPS, 

August 12, 1864. 

During the temporary absence of Maj. John G. Hazard, First Rhode 
Island Artillery, Capt. A. J. Clark, First Hew Jersey Artillery, senior 
ofticer, will assume command of the Aitillery Brigade. 

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard: 

H. B. EDDT, 

Acting Assistant Adjutayvt-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 12i 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj utant- General: 

I have the honor to repoit that nothing of importance occurred in my 
j&:ont last night. Heavy picket-firing in front of the command on my 
right was kept up all night. Early this morning the enemy opened 
some of his heavy guns. He fired both last night and this morning 
from the heavy battery near the plank road. Two deserters from 
Florida brigade were received and sent up this morning. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- Generac. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 12^ 1864 — 9 jp. rfi. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- G eneral . 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired 
in my front during the day. Nmeteen hundred and fifty men from this 
corps ai'e at work to-night on the line. 

G. K.* WARREN, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, 
No. 199, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 12y 1864. 

* « * * « 


6. The detachment of the First Michigan Cavalry, Lieut. William H. 
Wheeler commanding, on duty at these headquarters, having been 
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relieved by Captain Martin’s company of tlie Fourth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, will, in compliance with paragraph 2 of Special Orders, No. 
215, headquarters Army of the Potomac, proceed to join the First Cav- 
alry Division, at Harper’s Ferry, 

###*■>«=## 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Ass ista nt Ad j h ta n t-Gen era L 


Headqdaeters Ninth Aemy Coups, 

Angtist 12^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 


General Williaivis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Nothing unusual occurred on my front during last night. Early this 
morning the enemy opened with some hea\"y guns, suiiposed to be 20- 
pounders, from their new battery on the right of the Fifth Corps, and 
fired a few times at Eoemer’s battery. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-General. 


General Willia^is: 


Headqxjaetees Ninth Coeps, 

August 12^ 1864. 


I have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my line dur- 
ing the day. The enemy used a good deal of artillery about night-fall, 
apparently only for purposes of annoyance. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-Gen&ral. 


Headquaetees Second Division, Ninth Aemy Coeps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fa., August 12^ 1864. 

Lieut. CoL Lewis Eichiiond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ JS~intlh Army Corps: 

Colonel: 1 have the honor to report that the firing on my front, 
both musketry and artillery, was more than usually heavy during the 
night. Nothing of importance occurred, however, and the occasion of 
this increased fire is not apparent. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 

^ Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquaetees Thied Division, Ninth Aemy Coeps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va.j August 12, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eiohmond, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, N'inth Army Corps: 

SiE : I have the honor to report no changes on my front the last 
twelve hours. The picket and artillery fire bas been much heavier 
than usual. The enemy opened with heavy guns, supposed to be 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRliSPONDENCE, ETC. — UmON. 


135 


20-pouiicIers, from tlieir new work in front of the right of the Fifth 
Corps. I should judge it was near the McKenzie house. They fired a 
few shots at Koemer’s battery. 

I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadler-Gene^^alj Gommandirg. 


Headquarters Third Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

Aiigiist 12^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Kinth Army Gorjps: 

Sir : I have the honor to report no changes in my front during the 
day. The enemy have been busy with the spade, and have used their 
artillery, in their new work in front of our extreme left. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier ‘ General^ Goynmanding. 


Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 12^ 1864—11,45 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Greco, 

Gommayiding Gavalry : 


The major-general commanding directs that you make the necessary 
arrangements to relieve your division to-night by Kautz^s command, 
which will picket and patrol on our left and rear and watch over 
toward the James. You will move with your division to-morrow to 
Point of Eocks at such times as to conceal your movement from the 
enemy, cross the bridge and move to Deep Bottom and across the 
James, and report to Major-General Hancock. Your whole movement 
must be concealed firom the enemy and secretly made. The major- 
general commanding particularly enjoins upon you every effort to con- 
ceal the destination of the command fi'om the troops as well as from 
the enemy. If the movement of the Second Corps becomes known the 
idea will be held out that it is going to Washington. These orders 
are to be regarded as strictly confidential. 

A. A. HT7MPHEEYS, • 
Major-General and GJiief of Stajf, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d Briu., 2d Div., Cav. Corps, 

Xo. GO. ( ' August 12^ 1864. 

Col. J. Irvin Gregg having been relieved from duty as division com- 
mander, Col. M. Kerwin, temporarily in command of the brigade dur- 
ing his absence, is heieby relieved and will report to his regiment. 

By command of Col. J. Irvin Gregg, commanding brigade: 

JXO. B. MAITLAXD, 
Ga^tain and Assistant AdjutcmP General, 
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City Point, Au(just 12^ 1864. 
Major-General Bxjtlek, Commanding^ &g.: 

It liaving become evident that the enemy has sent north two if not 
three divisions of infantry, twenty-three pieces of artillery, and one 
division of cavalry, beside the dismounted cavalry, and a few regi- 
ments to Charleston, I am determined to see if we cannot force him to 
return here or give us an advantage. To do this I have given the 
same instructions as for the last move from Deep Bottom. There is 
this difference, however, in the preparation: The Second Corps, the 
only one out of line and foot loose, will march here this afternoon to 
embark in steamers. They will be under the impression, except the 
commander, that Washington is their destination. To facilitate em- 
barkation (ostensibly) the artillery and transportation go to Bermuda 
Hundred to-night After dark to-morrow night the pontoon bridge 
will be laid at the same place as on the former occasion. As soon as 
laid, or soon after 12 o’clock at night, the cavalry and artillery will 
commence crossing. The infantry, which will all be embarked here 
during the day on steamers, will start so as to reach Deep Bottom 
about 2 a. m* the 14th. I hope to have prompt movements and favor- 
able results. What force can you spare from Bermuda Hundred to be 
used north of the James with this expedition? Whatever force you 
can spare, reducing the force to hold your line to a minimum, I wish 
you to have ready to follow the artillery and cavalry soon after day- 
light on the 14th. 

JJ. S. GEANT, 
Ideutena n t- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op YmamiA. and Carolina, 

August 12y 1864 — 5.30 clock. 

General Grant: 

Tour note of instructions is received. Owing to the recent arrival 
of the South Carolina troops, I am unable to say just how many we 
can spare for the purpose, but I think 10,000 men for a week^s oper- 
ations, and perhaps more, if the Eighteenth holds its ground for the 
present. I will write you in detail and at length as soon as I can as- 
certain precisely. 

BEKJ. E. BUTLEE, 

» Major- Generaly Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., August 12y 1864. 
Major-General Butler, Commanding^ &g.: 

Our intrenchments are now so strong that with a very thin line 
they can be held. We have the further security that the enemy has 
shown that he feels no inclination to attack fortifications. Under this 
view I have been thinking that with the,, colored troops alone, or at 
furthest with the colored troops and the white troops of the Tenth 
Corps, the Eighteenth Corps might be got foot loose to rest and 
fit up for other service, which I will make known to you. I think 
one infantry man to six feet the greatest abundance at Bermuda, and 
one to four feet sufficient for the line north of the Axipoinattox. As 
soon after the matter about which 1 advised you confidentially an hour 
ago is settled, 1 wish you would take this matter in hand. 

U. S. GEAOT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, oe Yiroinia and NTorth Carolina, 

A'ugust 12^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

We liave caught enough of a signal message !o rebel rams to learn 
that they have a deserter. Message is as follows : 


And that they are cutting a canal through. 
guU-hoat. 


The explosion Tuesday, he says, was a 

BEN-J. F. BUTLER, 

Major ' General. 


Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 12^ 1864 — 2 p. m. 


Major-General Butler : 

Wliat is the condition of affairs in fi'ont of General Foster! Can a 
force get out at that point or must it cross below! 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major’ General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Horth Carolina, 

August 12, 1864 — 3.50 jg. m. 


Major-General Meade : 

There is no physical difficulty in getting out on Foster’s front as well 
as below; in either case you will meet about three brigades in light 
rifle-pits. 

BEli^rj. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


P. S. — Have captured General Law’s (Alabama) brigade assistant 
adjutant-general, who says when we took those guns before at Deep 
Bottom there were but 3,000 men on that side, and, I believe, even more 
the next day. 

B. F. B. 


[Indorsement ] 

Hbadquartees Abmy op the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 4,30 m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

The within just received in reply to my inquiry. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Heahquaetebs Tenth Aemt Ooeps, 

August 13, 1864 — 1.15 jg. m. 

General Btttleb: 

Two flag-of-truce boats of the enemy are at Oox’s Wharf loaded with 
troops. No communication with them yet. 

LUDLOW. 

Those boats are communicating with Major Mulford at Aiken’s. 

B. P. BUTLEE. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 12^ 1864. 


Captain Norton: 

Tvo rebel steamers near Dutch Gap with flag of truce. 

G. S. DANA, 

Cajptain, &c. 


Bermuda, August 12, 1864. 

Colonel Shaffer: 

Colonel: The TJ. S. steamer Varunahas just arrived. with troops — 
Seventh U, S. Colored Troops, 750 men, 33 officers. Colonel Shaw com- 
manding. General Biraey and staff are on board. I have communi- 
cated your orders directing the officer in command of troops to report 
to M^or-Geueral Birney, Tenth Army Corps. 

JOHN B. HOWAED, - 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, &e. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 12, 1864. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 12.30 p. m 
a heavy column of dust was seen to the rear of the railroad junction, 
advancing toward Richmond. 

Very respecttuUy, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirg-inia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

Angiist 12^ 1864 — 5 j). m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff : 

Colonel: Tlie following clispatcli liavS just been received and is re- 
spectftiUy forwarded: 


Spring Hill Signal Station, 

August 18G4 — 4,45 p, m. 

Captain Norton: 

A train of twenty-two cars, heavily loaded with troops, just passed the Junction 
toward Richmond. 

A. O. SIMONS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer, 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOKTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 12^ 1864 — 6,15 p, m. 

Col. J. YT. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is 
respectfully forwarded : 


Spring Hill Signal Station, 

August 12 j 1864-^G j), m. 


Captain Norton: 

A heavy column of dust is seen west and northwest of railroad junction, moving 
toward Richmond, 


A. G. SIMONS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


L. B. XOETOK, 
Captain and Chief Signal Ojfficer, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

NTo. 100. 5 In the Meld, August 12, 1861, 

^ # 4 # # 

5. The Ninth IT. S. Colored Troops will report for duty to Brig. Gen. 
William Birney, U. S. Volunteers, and will form, with the other regi- 
ments under General Birney^s command, a separate brigade. 

y- % # K: * # 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjuta^it-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Sat cherts, Va,, August 12 ^ 1864, 
Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding First Division, Tenth Army Corps: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send the 
major of the Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery to Dutch Gap, to 
reiiort to Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff^ immediately. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Va., August 12, 1864. 
Eespectfully referred to Maj. T. J. Strong, commanding Sixteenth 
New York Heavy Artillery, who will report to Major Ludlow, as within 
ordered, immediately. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Fort Powhatan, August IS, 1661— 9A5 a. m, 

(deceived 11.15 a. m.) 

Major Dayis, 

Assistant Adjtiiant- General: 

I have returned from Cabin Point this morning with my command — 
230 men. I was ordered by General Kantz, on lOtli instant, to proceed 
to this point and operate with gun-boat force and assist in i*epaii*ing 
telegraph. I sent a squadron to Swan Point and repaired the line 
five miles from Cabin Point. The wire has been cut by the enemy since 
our return. The colonel commanding post desires me to await instruc- 
tions fr'om commanding general. My men and horses are fatigued and 
the command is without rations or tbrage. The wire can be cut by a 
few scouts of the enemy at any time. 

C. KLEESrZ, 

Lieut Colonel^ Commanding Fifth Fennsylvania Cavalry, 


City Point, August 13 y 1861, 

^Eeceived 4 p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Chief of Staff: 

The Sixth and Tenth New York Heavy Artillery are ordered to 
WavShington. General Augur made request for a particular regiment, 
giving, however, only the name of its colonel, Wheeler, No regiment 
commanded by Colonel Wheeler can be found here. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General, 


Washington, August 13, 1864 --9,30 m, 
Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point, Ta,: 

I presume the regiment asked for by General Augur was the Second 
New York, Colonel Whistler. Boards are sent to examine hospitals as 
fast as we can get surgeons. In the meantime inspections are being 
made by local surgeons. The extreme heat lias had a very bad effect 
upon the sick in ho>spitals. All ti'oops under General Pope, not actually 
in the Indian campaign, were ordered to General Sherman, and special 
inspection made of his depai*tment. A new demand for troops to-day 
from Indiana, and fears expressed of an attempt to release the prison- 
ers of war. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 8 a, m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Will you give the necessary orders about the bridges at Deep Bot- 
tom 1 1 have directed Hancock to confer with you fully on the pro- 
posed nlaii of operations. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 
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City Point, Ya., August 13^ 1864. 

General Meade: 

I have given all the orders for bridges, &c. Hancock will be re-en- 
forced by 9,000 men from Butlei. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Atigtist 13, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

Send a regiment of heavy artillery to this place to embark for Wash- 
ington, and let me know the name and number of the regiment as soon 
as possible. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Genpral Grant ; 

The Sixth Kew York Hea^^y’ Artillery, Colonel Kitching commanding, 
will be at once sent to City Point, in compliance with your telegram, 
just received. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Va., August 13, 1864. 

Major-General Meade : 

If the enemy are reduceu as much in numbers as we have reason to 
believe they are, Hancock^s movements to-morrow may lead to almost 
the entire abandonment of Petersburg. Have this watched as closely 
as you can, and if you find this view realized, take such advantage of it 
as you deem best. Either move to the left with such troops as you can 
take from the Ninth and the Fifth Corps, leaving but a very thin line, 
or draw out the Fifth Corps entire to move with according to your 
judgment, I shall go to Deep Bottom early in the morning. 

H. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 13, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Two deserters fr*om theTenth Yir^nia Cavalry, Chambliss’ 
brigade, who came in to-day, report that their brigade camp is about three 
miles Jfrom Eeams’ Station, on the other side of the railroad, at the junc- 
tion of the Eeams’ Station and Petersburg with the Dinwiddie Court- 
House road. Their brigade is doing picket duty at the Warwick bridge 
on the Jerusalem plank road. They have one regiment on duty at that 
bridge at a timej they relieve every forty-eight hours. There is another 
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brigade ol cavalry, they did not know whose, doing duty on a line run- 
ning from Warwick bridge in a northwesterly direction up to Gurley’s 
house. Pitz Lee’s division is not in that vicinity. They heard that 
Hampton’s division went away yesterday morning; it was reported 
they had gone to the Valley. Chambliss’ brigade is now in W. H. F. 
Lee’s division. Two deserters from Finegan’s Florida brigade came 
in to-day, but give no information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTBE, 

Gajptain^ &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13j 1864 — 5,30 j). in, 

EespectfuUy forwarded for General Grant’s information. 

G. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13j 1864 — 10 p, in, 

Lieutenant-General Grant ; 

4 

Brigadier-General Willcox informs me he has assumed command of 
the Ninth Corps. No official communication has been received at these 
headquarters authorizing General Burnside to leave. Has any action 
been had or taken? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Va., August 13^ 1864, 

Major-General Meade: 

I gave General Burnside leave of absence. The leave is only just 
made out this evening, and directions were given to communicate the 
fact to you, and no doubt it would have been communicated in the 
morning by the assistant adjutant-general. General Parke will com- 
mand the Nuith Corps. He has gone out this evening. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13 j 1864 — 10 p. in, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


The following is referred for the necessary authority to bring up the 
10-inch mortars, as under your orders of the 30th ultimo all these 
mortars were withdrawn and sent to Broadway Landing. 

G. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

August 13j 1864, 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

General : The enemy has established a battery of rifled 32-pounders 
just behind the crest near the plank road, in front of and about 1,300 
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yards from our large battery near the Taylor house. As yet, but one or 
two guns have been opened on us. The position is well covered from 
our direct fire. I would recommend that four 10-inch or 8-inch, prefer- 
ably 10-inch, mortars be placed in position near the Taylor house to 
control it. 

HEKRY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier^General and Chief of Artillery, 


City Point, Ya., August 13, 1864 — 10.30 jg. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires me •to say that he approves the 
proposition in reference to the mortars, and wishes you to move them 
up from Broadway accordingly. 

0. B, GOMSTOOK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camjp. 


Headquarters Army op the Potoivcac, 

August 13, 1864 — 10.30 jp. m. 

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant: 

The withdrawal of Gregg^s division of cavalry and Kautz’s small force 
leaves but little cavalry to watch between the left of the army and the 
James. I would, therefore, suggest the withdrawal of the cattle herd 
of the armies in the field as near City Point as practicable. Kautz has 
been ordered to post a regiment at Sycamore Church. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Ofpioe, 

No. 270. ) ^yasllington, August 13, 1864. 

At the expiration of his present leave of absence, Col. Charles P. 
Stone, Fourteenth U. S. Infantry, will report in person, without delay, 
to the commanding general Fifth Corps,- Army of the Potomac, for 
duty. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserters from W. H. F. Lee’s division of cavalry. Tenth Virginia 
Regiment, report the division doing duty in vicinity of Reams’ Station. 
They say this is all the cavalry in that vicinity. They state that Hamp- 
ton’s division went away yesterday morning, supposed toward the Val- 
ley, and that Fitz. Lee’s division left for the Valley shortly after the 
mine explosion. Deserters from Finegan’s brigade report no change in 
position here. 

J. C. B[ABOOOK]. 
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CiT^Y Point, Augiist 13, 1864. 

J. 0. Babcock : 

Our scouts on the Bappahaiinock report Pitzhugli Lee’s division of 
cavalry to have arrived at Orange Com-t-House on Wednesday. They 
also report the movements of the infantry to the Valley, but without 
definiteness as to numbers and copimarids. They thought there was a 
brigade of A. P. Hill’s corps among them. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 


• City Point, August 13, 1864. 

John 0. Babcock: 

Information from agent who went to Eichmond Thursday and left to 
return yesterday noon: He went and came by Charles City road, on 
which he saw pickets at Smith’s, east of Willis’ Methodist Church, and 
also at Eidley’s [Eiddell’sf] Shop; heard that four miles from White’s 
Tavern toward river there was a camp of seven regiments of infantry; 
very few troops in the fii‘st line of fortifications, and none in the second 
except guards at the magazines. Work is being done at the fortifica- 
tions on the north side of the city. The troops that were sent north in 
the first part of the week were moved through town with secrecy. People 
understood that three divisions had gone, but all he could learn with 
definiteness that they were Longsti‘eet’s divisions. A train of artillery 
passed through jQcom the Manchester side yesterday morning which he 
describes as being three-quarters of a mile long. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 

[Indorsement ] 


AuaxJST 13, 1864—9 p. m. 

Eespectfully forwarded to Major-General Humphreys for his infor- 
mation. 


J. C. BABCOCK, 


Bureau of Information, 

City Foint, August 13, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers, 

Assistant Adjutant^ General: 

Colonel : Erom one of our agents who went to Eichmond on Thurs- 
day, and returning left: Eichmond yesterday about noon, we have the 
following information : The agent went and returned by the Charles 
City road. Saw some pickets at Smith’s house, east of Willis’ Methodist 
Church, and also at Eidley’s [Eiddell’s?] Shop, which were all the troops 
he met on the route. He learned that four miles from White’s Tavern 
toward the river there was a camp of seven regiments of infantry, 
which he thinks was all the force there is in the neighborhood of 
Deep Bottom. Of this, however, he has no certainty, as he did not 
leave the Charles City road going or returning. In the first line of 
works he saw a few troops, and altogether on both sides of the road as 
he went in about fifty tents, and nothing in the second line except 
guards at the magazines. There were no troops in Eichmond except 
convalescents passing through. Work was being done to the fortifica- 
tions on the north side of the city, across the Brook pike and the Cen- 
tral and Fredericksburg railroads. He says that it was understood 
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that three divisions of infantry went to Early in the first part of the 
week. Great secrecy was observed in the movement, and the troops 
were taken through the city mostly in the night. The inquiries that 
he made resulted only in learning that they were Lon gstreet’s divisions. 
Yesterday he saw a train of artillery, which he describes as being about 
three-quarters of a mile long, cross the river from the Manches^rside, 
and was told by Mr. Barnes, a prominent merchant, that they were 
going to the Valley. He thought that yesterday on his return there 
was greater activity at the lines and picket posts than on his way up. 
At the point where a road from Malvern Hill intersects the Charles 
City road he saw a small boat on a Government wagon coming from 
toward the James Eiver. 

Very respectfully, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

ColotieJj &c. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Vircinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Fields Aicgust 13 j 1864 — 1,30 jg, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Bejguty Provost-Marshal- General^ City Point: 

I was away when your divspatch came. Field’s division cannot have 
left our front, as I have here General Law’s adjutant-general of that 
division, captured night before last. Nothing, I am satisfied, has left 
the front of our lines save Kershaw’s division. 

JOHN I. DAVENPOET, 

Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Camp^ and Assistant Provost-Marshal. 


. Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Field, August 13, 1864 — 11 p, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Deputy Provost-Marshal-Oeneral, City Point: 

I have quite positive information that every regiment of Lee’s army, 
save Pickett’s division, is under marching orders to go to the Valley. 
Kershaw has left. I have information to-night, by deserters just re- 
ceived, that Hampton’s cavalry all went through last night: Prom two 
different deserters, from two different divisions, I have it that Heth’s 
division, or a part of it, has gone through. From three different men 
I have it that every regiment of Lee’s army, save Pickett’s, is under 
orders to go north, and that he is ordered to report to Beauregard. 
Please ascertain about Heth. 

JOHN I. DAVENPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Gamp, and Assistant Provost Marshal. 


Tree Station, August 13,. 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

Captain Norton sends the 'following: 

Rebel rams have come down to within a short distance of Dutch Gap and are 
shelling the working party at that place. 

C. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


10 R R — ^VOL XLII, FT II 
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Kesi)ectfully forwarded to General Humphreys. 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Gaptam and Chief Signal Officer, 


Gibbon^s Hoxjise, Atigust 13^ 1861 — 7,50 a, m. 
Major Fishee, Chief Signal Officer : 

The large camp of the enemy west by north of tliis station disappeared 
last night; also a camp to left of white house and fi?oin this point south- 
west by south has disappeared. A large fort was also thrown ui) at 
that point during last night. A fatigue pai*ty are busy on it this 
morning. 

A. 0. JOEDAK 


Station neae Gibbon^s House, 

August 13^ 1864 — 6,30 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fishee, Chief Signal Officer : 

I^othiiig additional to report of this p. m., except about 200 infantry, 
which moved into Petersburg from the south side about 10.30 a. m. 
Their arms are yet stacked in city. The enemy are very busy on new 
fort. 

A. G. JOEDAN, 

Sergeant, 


Major Fishee: 


Plank Eoad Sihnal Station, 

August 13^ 1864 — 8 a, m. 


Large cami) of enemy in woods west-northwest from station vacated 
during the night. Ij^To other change visible. A fatigue party of 100 
men at 5 a. m. moved toward the forts on our right. 


H. W. FULTOF, 

Sergeant, 


Plank Eoab Sional Station, 

August 13^ 1864 — 7 p, m, 

Gapt. D. E. G ASTLE : 

ISTo change in enemy’s lines or camps since morning report. They 
continue to haul large quantities of logs to the forts on our right. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant, 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

Signal Depaetment, 

^ August 13j 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humpheeys, Chief of Staff: 

Geneeal: r have the honor to forward the following reports just 
received; 

Walthall House, August IS^ 1864—10.80 a. m, 

A dense cloud of smoke (probably Tvoods on fire) rising for the past hour north 
10 degrees west from here and apparently a short distance from the Appomattox. 

DAVIS, 

Captain, 
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Station near Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 13, 1864. 

No clijinges. Enemy hiboring on small work 1,000 vardb to right of Chimneys. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

By order: 

WM. S. STRYKEB, 

First Lieutenant ayid Adjutant ISignal Oorjys. 


Auoust 13, 18G4 — ^12.05 a. m. [p. m.] 

Captain Korton: 

The gun-boat Mackinaw keeps the Signal Hill battery pretty quiet j 
our monitors not firing. The Onondaga fired a few shots some time 
since. Two of the rebel rams fire occasionally, and the 100-pounder at 
Battery Sawyer. The 100-pounder at Dutch Gap was fired twice. One 
ram lies down nearly to Dutch Gap; another is behind the group of 
houses at Oox^s Ferry. A number of wounded have been brought over. 

G. S. DANTA, 

Gaptainy <&c. 


Headquarters Third Kew York Cavalry, 

McGmn^s SousCy near Flanh Ready August 13y 186L 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff y Army of the Potomac : 

General: I have the honor to report that nothing of importance 
has transpired on my lines since morning, except the coming in of two 
deserters from the Tenth Virginia Cavalry, I forwarded them to the 
provost-marshal of the Fifth Army Corps. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. LEWIS, 
Colonely Commanding. 


Headquarters Engineer Brigade, 

City Pointy Va,y August 13y 1864. 

Capt. W. Henderson, 

Comdg. Company By Fifteenth Weic YorTc Yol. Engineers : 

You will proceed with your company and Lieutenant Sergeant, with 
thirty men &om Company D, in charge of the raft of thirty-six boats 
now made up, to Deep Bottom, on the James Eiver. On arrival you 
Avill commence laying the bridge immediately, sending an officer to 
report to the commanding general nearest you, but not waiting for his 
return before commencing work. Captain Lubey will render you all 
the assistance in his power without interfering with his other duties. 
Your men will take two days^ cooked rations with them. A tug will 
be at the barges at 7 p. m. to-day to tow your raft, and it is expected 
that your bridge will be finished before 12 midnight. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham : 

CHAKKIIj^-G CLAPP, 
Assistant AdjutanPQen&ral. 
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HEADQIJARTER>S ARM\ of THE POTOMAC, 

August 13 j 1864 — 8 a, m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

City Point: 

Please report to the lieutenant-general commanding for further 
instructions in addition to those sent you yesterday, and have a full 
understanding of his views. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-QeneraL 


Headquarters Ar:viies of the United States, 

City Fohifj r«., Augiist 13^ 1861, 

Maj. Gen, W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Army Corj>s: 

In addition to the instructions which you already have but little can 
be added. You will have to be guided in your movements by those of 
the enemy and his numbers. If you do not succeed in placing the 
enemy between yom* infantry and the James Eiver it may not be safe 
to send the cavahy to the Virginia Central Eailroad. Of this matter 
you can best judge. There is no necessity of holding your connection 
with Deep Bottom. With the force at your command you will always 
be able to get back to that point or some other on the James Eiver. 
Wherever you go consume or destroy all the forage and provisions, 
except what is housed for family use, if it does not interfere with miU- 
tary movements to do so. I always regret to see wanton destruction of 
property which cannot be used in prolonging the war, and know that 
you equally oppose such conduct on the part of our troops. Ko cau- 
tion on this head, therefore, is necessary. Cattle, horses, forage, and 
provisions, however, and especially so near a partially besieged city, 
are fair captures, and it is a duty we owe ourselves to take them even 
if they should be the property of Union citizens. In such case, a very 
improbable one near Eichmond, they could be paid for. Having a force 
of 9,000 men jQ?om the Tenth Army Corps in addition to your own 
corps, if you can advance beyond Chaffin’s Bluff, keeping that point 
covered, 1 think it advisable to do so. Unless forced to return in order 
to keep communication with the James, remain at the highest point up 
the river gained until the cavalry returns and you receive orders to 
return. You can always be supplied by steamers, either at Dutch Gap 
or Deep Bottom. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GEAOT, 

Lieutenant- Qenera L 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

August 13j 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E, A. WALKER, 

Assistant Ad jtitant- General^ Second Army Corns: 

Colonel: I have the honor to state that I have returned from leave 
of absence this a. m., and resumed command of the division. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAKCIS C. BAELOW, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. . 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Ar^ly Corps, 

Ho. 210. ) Giti/ Pointj August 13^ 1864. 

1. Capt. J. P. Pinkelmeier, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, 
will report to Brigadier-General Mott, commanding Third Division, for 
assignment. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

E. A. WALKEE, 

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular,] Headquarters Second Ar:viy Corps, 

Augiist 13 j 1864. 

Division commanders will cause all the pack and led animals, and as 
many saddle-horses as can be possibly spared, to be collected near 
their i)resent camps under charge of an officer, who will report to Cap- 
tain McEntee, assistant quartermaster, for orders. These horses will 
be sent to the train under charge of Captain McEntee. The major- 
general commanding thinks much the greater number of animals with 
the command can be thus temiiorarily separated from it, so as to 
make the disembarkation of the troops much more prompt and easy. 
Arrangements will be made so that these animals can be obtained as 
soon as the troops are disembarked. Officers and men will probably 
get their horses sooner by this means than any other, as it may be 
important that the troops should be in a condition to disembark rapidly. 
It is hoped division commanders will carry out the above suggestions 
to the fullest extent practicable. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

EEAHCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistayit Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 13j 1864, 

The troops will commence embarking at 11 a. m. It is expected there 
will be a wharf for each division, but should there not be, the divisions 
will embark in the following order: Third Division, Second Division, 
First Division. Major Mitchell, aide-de-camp, will have general su- 
perintendence of the embarkation. The pioneers of the Third Divis- 
ion will be consolidated and will embark on the first boat. The 
organization of brigades and regiments will be preserved, both* in 
embarking and when on the boat, so that the troops may be in hand at 
all times. All spring and other wagons will be sent to these head- 
quarters to join the train Tinder Captain McEntee, assistant quarter- 
master. Tlie transports of each division will be kept together in the 
stream after loading. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

EEAHCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

City Pointj August 13 j 1864, 
The following movements of the troops are directed : 

First. Gregg^s division of cavalry will, vsoon as it is dark, proceed 
to Deep Bottom, crossing the river at the lower bridge and massing 
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toward Strawberry Plains, leaving* room for the infantry of the Second 
Corps to mass between his command and the belt of woods near the 
bridge. 

Second. The Second Corps (the transports containing the Third Divis- 
ion leading) will move at 10 p. m. to Deep Bottom, and disembark as 
rapidly as possible on the north bank of the James, massing behind 
the belt of woods where the corps massed July 26. The Second and 
Pkst Divisions will disembark in succession and mass in rear of the 
Third Division. 

Third. General Birney’s command, Tenth Corps, will cross the upper 
bridge at Deep Bottom at 12 p. m., taking position to assault the enemy^s 
works at daybreak. 

Fourth. The commandant of artillery will assign two batteries to 
each division and will follow the cavalry with these batteries, crossing 
the lower pontoon bridge in rear of the cavaky and parking near the 
bridge-head. The batteiy commanders will then report to the com- 
mander of the division to which they are assigned. 

Fifth. The saddle and led horses of the command will follow the 
artillery and join their respective divisions. They will be followed by 
the reserve artillery, the headquarters’ spring wagons, wagons for 
three days’ forage, and, for each ^vision, ten ammunition wagons, one 
hospital and onemedic^;! wagon , and twenty ambulances. The remainder 
of the ambulance, hospital, and ammunition wagons can cross after the 
troops have advanced well out from Deep Bottom. 

Sixth. At daybreak, or as soon as General Mott’s division is disem- 
bai'ked, he will proceed ui) the Kew Market and Malvern Hill road, 
driving the enemy into his intrenched line behind Bailey’s Creek, or 
beyond it, if practicable. During this operation the cavalry under 
General Gregg will cover the right flank of General Mott’s division. As 
soon as the Second and First Divisions, Second Corps, are disembarked 
they will, under command of General Barlow, move to General Mott’s 
righ^ and assault the enemy’s line near the Jennings house. If the 
line is carried General Barlow will move to his left to uncover General 
Mott’s front, who will then advance along the NTew Market road. 

Seventh. The cavalry will cover the right flank of General Barlow’s 
command during this operation. As soon as the Central and Charles 
City Court-House roads are uncovered by the advance of the infantry. 
General Gregg will proceed to execute the orders already received by 
him, identical with those of July 25.* 

Eighth. General Birney, with his command, will be prepared to 
attack the enemy in position behind Four-Mile Eun at daybreak. The 
hour for attack will, however, be specially designated to General 
Birney. If successful, he will advance along the Few Market and 
Kingsland roads to the junction of the Yarina road; then along the 
Yarina road to the Mill road, securing, if possible, the cross-roads at 
Osborne’s old turnpike. 

Ninth. The headquarters of the command will be on the New Market 
and Malvern Hill road during the operations of the 14th. Until that 
time they will be near General Foster’s headquarters at the upper pon- 
toon bridge at Deep Bottom. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*For wMck, see Vol. XL, Part HI, p. 437. 
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Special Obdees, ) Hdqes. Second Div,, Second Army Coeps, 

S'o. 115. 3 August 13, 1861. 

if ^ * 

2. OoL George j!^. Macy, Twentietli MassacliUKsetts Yolunteers, will 
assume command of the First Brigade. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Pierce is hereby relieved from command of the 
First Brigade and will assume command of the Third Brigade, reliev- 
ing Lieut. Col. S. A. Moore, Fourteenth Connecticut Yolunteers. 

4. Lieut. Col. II. P. Pugg, Fifty-ninth New York Yolunteers, is hereby 
temporarily assigned to the command of the First Brigade of this divis- 
ion. 

* -^ * * * # * 

By command of Colonel Smyth: 

A. HENRY BMBLEE, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Ordeks.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brig-ade, Second Corps, 

Augitst 13y 1864, 

The following assignments of batteries to divisions are made: To the 
First Division, Battery K, Fourth U, S, Artillery, and the Eleventh 
New York Battery; to the Second Division, Sixth Maine Battery and 
Battery G, First New York Artillery; to the Third Division, Battery 
F, First Pennsylvania Artillery, and Battery B, First New Jersey 
Artillery. The commanding officers of the batteries above named will 
not report to their division commanders until notified to do so by a staff 
officer from these headquarters. The batteries will move in the order 
in which they are above mentioned. The time for movement will be 
designated hereafter. 

By command of Capt. A. J. Clark : 

F. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Fieth Army Corps, 

August 13j 1864 — 9,30 a, m. 

General Williams: 

I have the honor to report that everything was quiet in my front 
during the night; 1,400 men are at work on the redoubt to-day near 
the old ten-gun mortar battery and Battery Tilton. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 10 a, m, 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The commanding general directs that you order the Sixth New York 
Regiment of Heavy Artillery to proceed forthwith to City Point, to em- 
bark thence for Washington. The commander of the regiment will 
make his requisition on General Ingalls, at City Point, for transporta- 
tion, and on arriving at Washington will report for further orders to 
General Halleck, chief of staff*. 

S. WILIJAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augtist 13^ 1864. — 12 A5 m. 


Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fiflli Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that yon be prepared to move 
at short notice, and see that the required amount of supplies are on 
hand — six days’ rations in trains and four days’ with the men, ammu- 
nition, and grain — according to recent orders. The working parties 
employed on the intrenchments will not be relieved fi:om them, and 
precaiitions will be taken in obtaining the necessary supplies, if they 
should not be on hand, to conceal the fact that it has reference to any 
contingency looking to a movement; that is, the commanding general 
desires you to be prepared to move at short notice, yet wishes that it 
shall not be suspected by any i)art of youi‘ command that any move- 
ment is contemplated as T)robable. 

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Stajf. 


(Same to General Burnside.) 


Headquarters Pifth Army Corps, 
August 13 j 1864. (Eeceived 7.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Captain Harwood, U. S. Engineers, telegraphs me to furnish him 
2,100 men for fatigue to-morrow, 1,200 of whom are to report at the 
camp of the Fiftieth ]Srew York Engineers, near the Fifth Corps hos- 
pital, at 7.30 a. m. to-morrow* Am I authorized to send that number 
so far away &om my linef 

G. K. WAEEEbT, 

Major- General, j 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13j 1864—7.45 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : ^ 

Yes; the majft?-general commanding authorizes you to send the detail 
for tO;morrow as re(j[uested. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hjeadquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 13, 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired 
in my front during the day. Eight hundred and fifty men are at work 
to-night upon the line in my front. 


G. K. WAEEEFT, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Axigtist 13 j 1864 — 10.30 jp. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commandmg Fifth Corps : 

I am instructed to inform you tliat Major-General Hancock, witk tke 
Second Corps and other troops and Gregg’s cavalry, is conducting an 
operation of the same character and \dth the same object as that under- 
taken by him on the 26th ultimo. The chief engineer, Major Duane, 
has been directed to stop the work on the intrenchments to-morrow, so 
that the requisitions for Avorking parties need not be met. If Han- 
cock’s movement should lead to the almost entire abandonment of the 
enemy’s intrenchments in our front, the commanding general w'ill take 
advantage of it by withdrawing the greater part of the Mfth and Ninth 
Corps, or one of the corps and part of the other, leaving a thin line 
in the intrenchments, and undertake such operations as may seem best. 
The commanding general therefore directs the enemy’s lines be closely 
watched and every arrangement be made with a view to the movements 
here indicated. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktaff. 

(Same to General Willcox, commanding Ninth Army Corps.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13y 1864 — 12 midnight. 

Major-General Warren ; 

1 think, in view of contingencies to-morrow, you had better draw in 
any part of your command that may be on the Norfolk road, or be- 
tween there and the redoubt in rear of the Chieves house, and not hold 
any farther to the left than that point after holding your line with the 
minimum force. Your available reserves had better be concentrated 
on youi* left ready for movement. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-O&neral. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 13^ 1864. 

General Williams: 

I have the honor to report that no changes or anything of importance 
occurred on my ftont during the night. The picket-firing was quite 
heavy. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-General. 


^ Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 13^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

We had on fatigue duty last night 1,000 men; to-day we have 1,200 
men. To-night 1,000 have been ordered. An additional working party 
for to-night of 400 are now called for. The details have been called 
for by Captain Harwood, of the engineers. I desire to know if they 
are authorized, and to state that the corps is not in condition to furnish 
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such lai'ge details, and to remind the commanding general that the men 
on our front lines are constantly under fire, and such portions as come 
off the lines from time to time require rest and are not in condition to 
work. 

A. E. BUEKSIDE, 

Major- General 


Headqitautebs Aumy of the POTOiytAO, 

August IS, 1864 — 3 p. m. 

Major-General BuBi<rsiDB, 

Commanding Xinth Gorjps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say, in answer to your 
dispatch, that under existing circumstances it is necessary that the 
works in hand should be completed as speedily as practicable, and that 
the different corps must furnish every man that can be made available. 
It was intended to so inform the corps commanders previous to the 
engineers making the requisitions you mention, which the commanding 
general directs me to say are authorized. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters ISTinth Army Corps, 

Augimt 13, 186 i. 

General Humphreys: 

The additional 400 men required by Captain Harwood cannot be fur- 
nished without taking men off the line. Six hundred men from the 
Second Division and the same number from the Third Division are at 
work to-day, and 1,000 men were at work from the Fourth Division last 
night and the same number to-night, and the First Division cannot 
furnish over 100 men without taking them from the line. 

A. E. BUENSIDE, 

Major-Gmieral, 


General Burnside: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 5,15 ]g, m. 


Your dispatch of 4.45 p. m. has been submitted to the major-general 
commanding, who directs that the additional requisition of 400 men 
must be furnished. If a serious attack should be made, the details can 
quickly rejoin their commands. 

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 13, 1864 — 9 m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General ; I have the honor to report myself in command of this 
corps, and nothing important has occiured on the lines during the 
last twelve hours. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864 — 9J0p. m, 

Brigadier-General Willcox, 

Ninth Corps : 

Tour dispatcli is just received. The commanding general desires to 
know by what authority or under what circumstances you are in com- 
mand of the Mnth Corps, as nothing to that effect has been received 
by him. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Aug^ist 13, 1864 — 9,55 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

General: In reply to your dispatch of 9.40, this command was 
turned over to me this evening by General Burnside, who goes away 
under a leave of absejjce for twenty days, granted, as I understand, by 
Lieutenant-General Grant. I supposed, of coui'se, it was known by the 
major-general commanding the army. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


Major-General Meade: 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 13, 1864 — 10 p, m. 


I have turned over the command of this corps to General Willcox, 
having received permission from Lieutenant-General Grant to absent 
myself from this post. I supposed you knew of it. 

A. E. BUENSEDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Augtist 13, 1864 — 10,15 p. m. (Eeceived 10.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Burnside: 

Your dispatch to the major-general commanding is received. He 
requests me to say he had no notice of your authority to be absent, but 
presumes it is all correct. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., Augtist 13, 1864. 

General: In anticipation of possible movements of the troops of a 
general character the brigadier-general commanding directs that the 
enemy^s lines be watched closely and with the greatest scrutiny, and that 
every arrangement be made, with a view either to attack in front or to 
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relieve troops of other corps, or to ■vvithdiw the troops from their line 
for more distant operations. Details for working parties for to-moiTOW 
need not be famished, the work being suspended for the present. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. V. EIOHAEDS, 
Captain and Aide-de-Gamp. 


(To divisioii commanders.) 


IIeadquauteks Second Division, Ninth Arht Corps, 

Before Betershurg, Ya., Augxiet 13, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichhond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Xhxth Arxxiy Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report everything quiet on my front at 
present. The musketry firing during the night was heavy and contin- 
uous. The railroad trains of the enemy wore heard running during 
the night. Six hundred men from my command have reported, as 
ordered, for fatigue duty. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• EOBEET B. PUTTEE, 
Brigadier- General, Oomxnaxiding, 


Hdqus. Second Brig-., Second Div., Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Petershxirg, Va., Axigxist 13, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichhond, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gexiex'al, Ninth Army Coxps: 

Colonel: Having been appointed “general of the trenches” for the 
tour commencing at 8 a. m. 12th instant, and ending at 8 a. m. 13th 
instant, I have the honor to report the following: The policing in and 
about the trenches and in the camps of the reserves was ordered and 
executed satisfactorily. A new line is being constructed with excel- 
lent abatis in rear of the front line of the trenches of this corps. The 
picket-firing was more vigorous than usual, and the enemy opened a 
brisk fire from a battery of heavy pieces in front of the Third Division, 
and from their mortars in front of the First Division, but did no dam- 
age. The camps of some of the regiments of the Second Division are 
not sufficiently protected fi-om the stray bullets of the enemy, and I 
would respectfully recommend that timber be obtained and better pro- 
tection made for these troop.s. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENEY PLEASANTS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Axigust 13, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichwond, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Amiy Corps: 

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes on my front during the 
last twelve hours. The enemy’s sharpshooters in front of the Second 
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Division (on our right) annoy our men very much in the ravine directly 
in rear of oui‘ line^ also on the railroad where it is crossed by the 
covered way. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient ser\'ant, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Tuird Division, Xinth Army Corps, 

August 13^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eicumond, 

Assistant AdJiitant-Generalj Ninth Army Corjys: 

Sir : I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the 
day. The enemy have hied less than usual with artillery and mus- 
ketry. 

1 am, very resiiectfiilly, your obedient servant, ^ 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864. 

General Greco : 

Please read the inclosed, seal it, and oblige mo by having the officer 
directed to General Haute’s headcjuarters. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Grecs^c, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

If the implements for destroying railroads provided for former occa- 
sions are with your trains the commanding general directs that you 
take them with you, giving the order for their accompanying you at 
such time and in such manner as will not admit of its being known 
that they are with you. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

P. S, — General Haute will inform the commanding general where his 
headquarters are established. 


Hdqrs. Second Div., Cav. Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

August 13, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General ; The implements for destroying railroads are not in my 
possession, nor do I know what disposition was made of them. Gen- 
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eral Kaufcz’s headquarters are at present near Light-House Point, but 
I Avill advise him to move to this point. I have directed my command 
to move at 4 this p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GREGG, 

Brigadier- General of Vohmteers^ Commanding, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

Army of the Potomac, 

August 13^ 1864, 

This command vull move at 4 o’clock this p. m. Each trooper xvill 
be provided with three days’ rations of subsistence and two dayvS’ for- 
age j also, sixty rounds of carbine ammunition and twelve rounds of 
pistol cartridges. All dismounted men and actually unserviceable 
horses will be sent to the dismounted camp, and the unserviceable 
horses only after having been inspected by the brigade inspectors. 
The present camps will be broken up, and all wagons and vehicles sent 
to the division wagon train. One wagon will be allowed to accompany 
each brigade headquarters. One medicine wagon and ten ambulances 
will accompany the command. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 

H. 0. WEIR, 

Ca])tain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 
August 13 j 1864 — 6.^0 a, m, (Received 6.35 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The rams have moved down in the next reach beyond Dutch Gap, 
below Cox’s Perry. Battery Sawyer (water battery) is replying. 

B. P. BUTLER, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 
August 13y 1864, 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

, City Point: 

The rebel rams, the rebel battery at signal station and Howlett house, 
have opened upon the working parties at Dutch Gap. The Sawyer 
Battery, which is the one at Crow’s Hest signal station, the Water 
Battery, the mortar battery (Wilcox), one of the redoubts, have opened 
in reply. Five or six men were woimded by a chance shot. I have 
directed the 100-pounder, which is in position at Dutch Gap, to open. 

B..P. BUTLER, 

Major-General, 
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Division. 


Field’s (of Ander- 
son’s, late Long- 
street’s cori>8). 


Wilcox’s (of A. P. 
Rill’s corps). 


Brigade 


Begiment. 


Commander. 


Number 
of men 
in brigade. 


Denning’s old.j 


Anderson 


Law’s (f’olonol 
Perry, com- 
manding). 


Gregg (liob- 
crtbon'sold). 


Brattou's(Jen- 
kins’ old) . 


Lano. 


McGowan’ s 
(now Con- 
nor’s). 


2d Georgia 

15th Georgia 

17th Georgia 

20th Georgia 

7th Georgia 

8th Georgia 

01 h Georgia 

11th Georgia 

59th Georgia 

4th Alabama 

15tL Alabama 

44th Alabama 

47th Alabama 

48th Alabama 

ist Texas 

4th Texas 

5th Texas 

3d Arkansas 

Hampton Legion 

1st South Carolina Volunteers 

2d South Carolina Ilifles 

5th South Carolina 

6th South Carolina 

Palmetto Sharpshooters 


Harris . . . 
DuBose. . 
Hodges . . 
■VVadclell . 
Carmical 
Towers .. 
Mounger 
Little.... 
Brown . . . 
Bowles .. 
Lowther . 
Perry ... 
Bulger... 


Key 

Powell... 

Manning 


Sleedman. 
Walker . 


Total 


7th North Carolina 

18th North Carolina 

33d North Carolina 

28th North Carolina 

37th North Carolina 

Ist South Carolina, Pmv. Army. 

1st South Carolina Bides 

12th South Carolina 

13th South Carolina 

14th South Carolina 


Hajrwood 


Avery . . . 

Speer 

Barbour . 
Hamilton 
Miller ... 
Barnes... 
Edwards. 
Perrin ... 


l 


1,000 

1,250 

1,250 

1. 250 

1.250 

6,000 

1.250 

1, 250 


Total 


2,500 


Aggregate 


8,500 


Tlie Mneteeiitli Yirgliiia Militia (reserves) is also there, stationed at 
Chaffin’s farm. Colonel Elliott is in command. This i^ all the force 
known to be upon the north side of James Eiver, although there are 
rumors of another brigade being there. 

Bespectfnlly submitted. 

JOHNT I. DAYENPOET, 

Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Oampy and Asst, Frovost-Marshal, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia. and Forth Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In the Meldy Va,, August 13 j 1864, 

Memorandum: From vaiious reports of deserters and refugees and 
from all the circumstantial evidence that can be obtained, it seems 
pretty certain that Conner’s brigade, of Wilcox’s division, has left and 
gone to join Early up the Yalley ; also that Gregg and Benning have 
gone from Field’s division. The whole division is reported under march- 
ing orders, but all of it has not yet left. Supposing, however, all the 
force here named to be there, and allowing 250 men to a regiment, 
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whicli is full all they will number, the total force on the north side of 
the James is not over 8,500 men, independent of what small reserve 
militia force is scattered through the country there. 

Respectfully, 

JOHNT I. DAYEIn^POET, 

Lieutenant^ Aide de-Camp^ and Asst, Prooost-Marslial, 

[Indorsement ] 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding^ &o.: 

General : I have given this in detail that you may examine for 
yourself. In my opinion there are not 5,000 regular Confederates north 
of the James and south of Eichmond. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Angnst 13, 1861 — 7.15 a, m. 


Captain Horton: 

Hewlett battery has opened. 
Dutch Gap. 


First shot struck near the lauding at 


G. S. DAHA, 

Captain, dbo. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virg-inia and North Carolina, 
Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 13, 1864. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill I'eports that at 4 ]>. m. 
ten cars partly loaded with troops passed the Junction toward Eich- 
mond. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

L. B. HOETOH, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 

(Sent to Lieutenant-General Grant, 5.30 p. m.) 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 13, 1861. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer on Spring HiU reports that at 5.45 p. 
m. a heavy column of dust was seen on turnpike advancing toward 
Eichmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Offi>oer. 
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Headquabters First Connecticut Artillery, 

Aiigust loj 186L 

Lieut. B. P. Learned, 

Acting AssUtant Adjtctant- General, Siege Train: 

Lieutenant: I have the honor to report that yesterday, at 3 p. m., 
I arrived at Dutch Gap ^rith a 100-pounder gun, which was taken to its 
position with the least possible delay. There were no preparations 
made for placing the gun in position; the parapet was about Ihiee feet 
high; no platform laid; no inagazineyet commenced at dark last even- 
ing; yet it is expected by Major Ludlow to have the gun in position 
ready for service this morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. P. HATFIELD, 

Gajgt,, Firkt Connecticut Artillery, Ordnance Officer, Siege Train. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d Div., 10th Army Corps, 

No. 73. ) Near Hatcher^s, Va., August 13, 186 L 

*#*#**# 

II. OoL F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
having reported, pursuant to instructions from head(iuarters Tenth 
Army Corps, is hereby assigned to the command of the Third Brigade 
of this division. The brigade staff of the Third Brigade will report to 
Col. F. A. Osborn. 

***>*.* . 

By order of Brigadier-General Tru'iier: 

ISEAEL K. 8EALY, 

Ca^t., Forty-seventh Neic York Vols., and Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen. 


Special Oedees, ) Heaequaetees Tenth Aemy Ooeps, 

UTo. 101. ) In the Field, August 13, 1861. 

5. Col, F. A. Osborn, Twenty -fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, is 
hereby ordered to report immediately to Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, com- 
manding Second Division, for assignment to duty in command of a bri- 
gade. 

H, ih * * * » * 


By command of Major-General Birney 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistcmt Adjutant- General. 


AueusT 13, 1804 — 8.a5 p. m. 

Major-General Bieney: 

Proceed as directed in verbal conference. Written instructions in 
accordance tberewith are on the way to you. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLBE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


31 B E— VOL XLn, PT II 
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Headquarters, 

August 13 j 1864, 

Major-General Biristit, 

Gommanding Tenth Armg Corps: 

In accordance ^itU verbal instructions heretofore given you, upon 
consultation, you will take all the men that can, in your judgment, be 
spared from the lines between the Appomattox and the James; march 
acroSvS the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom at such time as will enable 
you to strike the enemy in front of Brigadier-General Foster in the 
most feasible form at daybreak on the morning of the 14th. You will 
take siudi ]mrtion of General Fostei’b command, and add it to your 
own, as you think will be prudent. As you are to advance, leaving 
Deep Bottoni behind you, in my judgment a small force will be neces- 
sary. You will turn over the command of the line of defenses to Briga- 
dier-General Turner, instiaicting him w^hat troops you have left for that 
piupose. I shall be able to add troni the dismounted cavalry and from 
Graham possibly SOO men. Y'ou may order such i^ortion of the garri- 
son of Fort Converse as you think can be spared for the present. Per- 
haps you can draw largely, too, on General Turner. I forbear giving 
instructions in writing, because the details have already been arranged 
between us ])ersonally. Y^ou will report to Major-General Hancock, 
who wnll be at Deep Bottoni in the course of the night. Any other 
instructions that you may desire from me will be promptly met by 
telegraph. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEKJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Gommanding. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Virginia and I^Torth Carolina, 

In the Fields August 13, 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Gommanding Tenth Army Corps: 

General Terry will remain in command of his division, very few of 
whom are in the line of defenses. General Turner will be put in com- 
mand of all the troops used in the defense of the line. General Ter- 
ry^s division extends tarther and beyond, and on application I, being 
present, will order such troops of General Terry’s division as may be 
necessary for the line of defenses to report to General Tixrner. 


BEU^-J. F. BUTLER, 
Major- Genera Z, Gommanding. 


General Orders, 
ISTo. 24. 


) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
) In Fields near Hatchcr^s, Va., August 13, 


1864. 


Lieut. Ool. F. McGilvery, First Maine Light Artillery, having re- 
ported for duty in obedience to orders from the War Departmek is 
hereby aimoiuiced as chief of artillery and of ordnance of the coras 
and will at once assume command of the Artillery Brie-ade reli^^vin^ 
bSerf I'oiu-th ArtUlery, who will re?4e 

By command of Maj. Geu. D. B. Birney: 


ED. W. SMITH, 
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Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 13, 1864. 

Division commanders and chief of artillery will hold their commands 
in readiness to move at a moment’s notice. Tliree days’ cooked rations 
will be ready from this evening. Inspections will be atonee bad andre- 
ports made as to ammunition in cartridge boxes and in train. The 
chief of artillery will see that three days’ forage is carried on the cais- 
sons. All enlisted men acting as clerks or waiters must be armed 
and ready to join their companies on the march. The only exceptions 
to this rule mil be made by division commanders where the iniblic serv- 
ice demands it. Arms sufficient to equip all unequipped men can be 
obtained at the corps hospital. Great care must be taken to see that 
shoes are issued to supply all deficiencies. This must be done to-day. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Stan t Adjuta n t- Gen era I 


Marching Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August IS, 1864, 

This corps will move promptly at 11 p. m. in the following order: 
First Division, Second Division, Birney’s brigade. The march will be 
to Deep Bottom, crossing at pontoon bridge near General Foster’s 
headquarters and massing near there in position to be indicated by a 
staff officer. The chief of artillery will designate four batteries to 
accompany the movement, two to be assigned during it to each divis- 
ion. General Turner will order the brigade of his on picket and in 
trenches to report temporarily to General Terry, who will asvsume com- 
mand of the troops of the Tenth Corps left in the trenches, and defend 
the line, using every precaution to conceal the departure of troops. 
The usual calls will be sounded along the line. The ambulances of the 
corps will be parked near the pontoon bridge below Jones’ Lauding, 
Trains will be parked in convenient positions. Only sick men wiU be 
left in camp and those unequipped. Every effort must be made to turn 
out the full strength. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, with the Fourth 
Massachusetts Cavalry, will report to General Terry and be placed, 
without delay, in the trenches. General Terry will report here for fuller 
orders. Headquarters of the corps will be during the movement on the 
right bank of the James, near the pontoon bridge. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 18, 1864. (Eeceived 10.50 p. m.) 

General Butler: 

General Birney has communicated to me your order for me to remain 
in command of trenches. Two brigades of my division go with Gen- 
eral Birney. My place is with them. It seems to be my right to go. 
Eespectfully, 

Jl^O. W. TIJEKEE, 

JBrigadi er- General. 
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RDQRi ^. Dept, of YiiiamiA and Ij^orth Oarolina, 

August 13j 186i — 11,05 p. m. 

Brigadier-Goneral Turner, 

Tenth Army Corps : 

I agree it is your riglit to go, but it is the duty of somebody to stay. 
The lieutenant-general parti<mlarly designated you this morning to me. 
I appreciate your wishes as a soldier. I wish we could all go, but the 
path of duty is not always along the road of inclination. Motives of 
personal friendship made me consent that you should stay. 

BEI^J. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs. Second BRiaADE, First Division, Tenth Corps, 

Bermuda Hundred., Va,^ Atigust 13^ 1S64. 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General ^ First Division: 

Captain: I have the honor to report this command ready to march, 
except filling haversacks and striking tents. The brigade will march 
with about the following numbers,- entire accuracy is impossible: 



I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. E. HAWLEY, 

Colonel Seventh Connectxeut VoUmteers^ Comdg, Brigade. 


General Orders, 1 Headquarters Third Brk^ade, 

> Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 5. ) Fear HatcJier^s, Ya., August 13, 1864, 

In obedience to instructions from corpvS headquarters the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Tenth 
Army Corps. The brigade stafi: will remain the same as heretofore 
announced. 

F. A. OSBOEN, 

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 
Blandls Hoim, August 13, 1864 — 9 a. m, 
Major-General HuiyrPHREYS, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomac: 

I have to report that all is quiet in front of the line from Sinai Church 
to Cocke’s Mill this morning. No pickets of the enemy in sight. This 
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line is picketed by tbe Second Brigade of my division, under Colonel 
Spear, of the First Brigade. One regiment (Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry) 
has been sent to Fort Powhatan to look after the interruptions of the 
telegTaphline. The other regiment, Third NTew York Cavalry, Colonel 
Lewis, was sent to relieve the pickets of the Second Division, Oavahy 
Corps, last night, and I have not yet heard from it. I have directed 
Colonel Lewis to report direct to you, morning and evening, the condition 
of affairs at his line, as it would cause too much delay to send his report 
through these headquarters. The line is very long and tliin, and the 
whole division being on duty I have no reserves. In ftont of the Second 
Brigade there does not seem to be any force of the enemy, but small 
parties of the enemy are constantly attempting to capture the pickets. 
Six of my men have been captured in the past six days on this line in 
spite of every precaution to prevent them. As the Fifth Pennsylvania 
has passed beyond my control I do not know when to expect its return. 

T ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AITGUST T. KAUTZ, 

Bri gad ier- Gem ml, ( h m m a n ding. 


[In<iorsement.] 

I will send duplicate of General Kaiitz’s order to him, and direct him 
to move his headquarters to Prince George ('ourt-llouse (vicinity of). 

A. A. H. 


Headquarters Army op the Potojviac, 

August 13^ ISGd — 10.30 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Gommanddng Cavalry Division: 

Colonel Lewis, commanding Third liTew York Cavalry, reports that 
his regiment, 370 strong, relieved the First Brigade, Second Division, 
in picketing on the left of the army. The major-general commanding 
considers that the main part of your force should be posted on the left, 
picketing and patrolling between that and the Blackwater. As aUthe 
camps and trains have been removed from Jordan’s Point and that 
vicinity, very little force will be required to watch between the Black- 
water and James. Please report the disposition you make of your com- 
mand under this view and where your headquarters are. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IlEADQTrARTERS xlRMl" OP THE POTOMAC, 

August 13, ISOi — 12 m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

Your communication ot 9 a, m. is received. At 10.30 a. m. I sent 
, you instructions as to the disposition of your force, a copy of which I 
1 inclose.* Kot less than a brigade should be between the left and the 
1 Blackwater, and a stronger force than that when your regiment returns 
ifrom Powhatan. The commanding general directs that you establish 

** See next, anU. 
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your lieadquarteis in tlie vicinity of riiucc George ( Jourt-Houise, and 
that you keep the full amount of supplies on hand required by orders, 
and be prepaied to move at short notice. You will get your supplies 
from the depots of the Army of the Potomac. 

A. A. mjMPHPvBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


HEADQUAUTEIiS OAVALHY DIVISION, 

Xear Frince George Court-Home^ August 13^ 1S64 — 9 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff,, Army of the Fotomac: 

General: Major Baker, commanding First District of Odlumbia 
Cavafry, who was stationed at Sy(*amore Church and who has reported 
here to le-enforce Colonel Lewis with his regiment, reports that there 
is a large herd of Government cattle near Cockers Mill that is exposed 
to guerrillas that are very numerous. The withdrawal of Major Baker 
leaves no protection there except an occasional patrol from Mount 
Sinai Church. I have no doubt that the telegraph will be cut near 
Cocke’s Slill as soon as it is known that Major Baker has been with- 
drawn. 

Very resi)e('tfully, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

[Indorament ] 

I don’t see why the regiment was not left at Sycamore Church to 
make an occasional patrol to Mount Sinai Chuich. If General K. has 
a regiment near Mount Sinai had he not better send it to Sycamore"^ 
Chief part of force between Black water and James to be posted at Syca- 
more Church, patrolling toward Blackwater, &c. 

A. A. H. 


nEAD(^XTARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

August 18, 186 i — 10 p. m. 

Brigadier- General Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division : 

Your dispatch of 9 p. m. is received. The commanding general con- 
sidex’s that the chief part of the force between the Blacliwater and 
James should beat Sycamore Church, patiuUing toward the Black- 
wafcer and elsewhere tliat may be necessaiy, and directs that you 
ariange accordingly, 

xA. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IlEAlX^rARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 

^ August 13, 1804—11 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General: Your note of this evening has been received. If 1 com- 
ply with the instructions contained in it, it reduces the line to pre- 
cisely what it was this morning, or else leaves a gap at Mount Sinai 
Church, which I regard as the most important point of the line. By 
weakening the force at Mount Sinai Church 1 can extend it to Syca- 
more, but the force will ]iot be sti'ong enough to be a protection for 



Chap LIY ] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION, 


167 


the cattle herd, for a force sufficient to drive off the cattle could 
break through the line. The line ffiom the left of the army to Syca- 
more Church is about twenty-five miles. To picket this line I have 
now about 1,300 men. If the regiment at Fort Powhatan were here I 
would place it at Sycamore Church, which would hold that point. By 
telegraphing to General Butler it could be ascertained when that regh 
ment will be back, and I could halt it there. It would perhaps be 
safest to caU the cattle herd in for the present, neaier the radroad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brlgad ler- QenercO^ Command ing. 


WASHING-TON, D. C., August li, 1861— l.uO jp. m. 
Lieutenant- Geneial Grant, 

City Pointy Yci.: 

The Secretary of War anct I concur that you had better confer with 
General Lee and stipulate lor a mutual discontinuance of house burn- 
ing and other destruction of private property. The time and manner 
of conference and particulars of stipulation we leave, on our part, to 
your convenience and judgment. 

A. LINCOLN. 


Strawberry Plains, Va., August 1861 — 10 «. m. 

(deceived 9 a. m. loth.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, Washington^ D. C. : 

Last night I moved the Second Corps, about 9,000 men of the Tenth 
Corps, and Gregg^s division of cavalry, to this (north) side of the river 
to threaten Eichmond from the north, and, if possible, to draw back 
troops from the Valley. We have captured prisoners from four* differ- 
ent brigades of FiekPs division, Longstreet’s corps, and also from Wil- 
cox’s division, of Hill’s corps. Field’s division is one that we supposed 
had gone to the Valley. We know two divisions of Hill’s corps to be 
at Petersburg. This fixes the third division here, as I have heretofore 
supposed. Pickett’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, is opposite Butler at 
Bermuda Hundred. This leaves but one division of infantry to have 
gone to the Valley. I am now satisfied no more has gone. Please for- 
ward this to Sheridan, 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


City Point, Va., August li^ 1864—8 jp. m. 

(Eeceived 3.30 i>. m., 16th.) 
Major-General Halleok, Washington^ J). 0, : 

The move to the north side of the James to-day developed the pres- 
ence of Field’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, which I supposed had 
gone to the Valley. Pickett’s division is ^so here. We captured 6 
pieces of artillery and over 100 prisoners. Longstreet’s troops were 
under marching orders, and this move will detain it at least for the 
present. I think Sheridan is stni superior to Early in numbers, but 
not sufficiently so to attack fortifications. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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CiTT PoiNT^ Va.^ A^(f/'nst ii, 186L 

Major-General AEeade : 

Special Orders, Ko. 73, granting leave of absence for tMrty days to 
Maj, Gen. A* B. Burnside and Lientenant-Oolonel Eicbmond, assistant 
adjutant-general, of tbe Mntli Corps, are on the way to your head- 
quarters; also leave of absence to Lieutenant-Colonel Peirce, chief 
quartermaster, for eight days, granted on recommendation of General 
Ingalls. 


U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- OeneraL 


Headqitarteiis Abmy op the Potomac, 

Angiist 14, 1864 — 8,30 a. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Feint, or JDee^ Bottom: 

Have 1 any authority to call on General Ord for assistance in case of 
making a movement? The only movement in my judgment practica- 
ble is to take Warren out of his lines and move him around the 
enemy’s works till he finds a point he can penetrate. To do this his 
line must either be occupied by the extension of the Ninth and Eight- 
eenth Corps, or else left unoccupied, in which case there are redoubts 
which, should the enemy get iiossession of, it might seriously embarrass 
us to recover. I have sent my engineers to examine how Parke’s left 
flank can be covered in case of Warren’s line being given up; but 
^ould it be deemed best to hold AYarren’s line some portion of the 
Eighteenth, if any can be spared, must assist in the extension. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 

^ L>ee^ Bottom, August 11, 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, &e.: 

In case you find it practicable to make any demonstration against 
Petersburg, command the Eighteenth Corps, as you deem proper. 
General Ord will be directed to receive orders from you. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqrs. Sional Dept., Army op the Potomac, 

^ August 14,1861—6 p.m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The foUowing dispatch just received from the signal 
officer -with the Fifth Ooriis: ^ 

infantry has been passing on road right of Petersburg, going to our 
^ tram of wagons followmg tliem, moving rapimy. Should 


D. E. CASTLE, 

Aiting Signal Officer. 

Very respeeiftilly, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Captain and Chief Hignal Officer. 
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" |Indors<menI ] 

Aug-TOT 1864 — 7 p. m. 

Lienteiiant-General Grant : 

The above Just received. This is the first indication of any move- 
ment that has been seen to-day. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Armt of the Potoivtac, 

Jtigifst llj 186-1 — 7.10 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

T propose to withdraw Warren to-night, and leave his line to be held 
by Parke, extending Ord as far as the exploded mine; Warren to be 
held in reserve, either for a movement or to re-enforce any part of the 
line if attacked. As Ord was to be used only in case of a movement, 
I submit this to vou before giving orders. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 


City Point, Va., Angmi li, 1861—7.20 jg. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding^ cC*c. ; 

You may extend the Mnth and Eighteenth Corps, as you propose. 
If Parke and Ord will leave a very thin line in the works and have the 
bulk of their men in reserve, it will rest them very much. I am satis- 
fied that a thin skirmish line is plenty to man our works, especially 
where there is a reserve. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General^s Department, 

August 14, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : One lieutenant and four privates, deserters from the enemy, 
have j ust been forwarded from the headquarters of the Fifth Corps. The 
privates belong to the Sixth and Sixty-first Virginia Eegiments, Weisi- 
gePs brigade, Mahone^s division. Hill’s corps. They report no changes in 
the enemy^s position since the departure of LongstreePs corps. A part of 
McLaws^ division, of LongstreePs corps, moved from the rear of Mahoneys 
division across the Appomattox three or four days ago and was said to 
be going to Early. There are now but two divisions of Hill’s corps 
and the two divisions of Beauregard’s command on this side of the 
Appomattox. Tlie lieutenant is from the Thirteenth Alabama Eegi- 
ment. Fry’s brigade, Heth’s division, and came in this morning about 
daylight. He is very well informed, and corroborates previous infor- 
mation of the enemy’s position. The four divisions of the enemy lie 
ft‘om right to left as follows : Mahone’s, Heth’s, Hoke’s, and Bushrod 
Johnson’s. Two brigades of Mahone’s division are in reserve. One 
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of informants saw General Lee yesterday at General Mabone’s bead- 
quarters. The rumor that be bad gone to the Talley is unfounded. 
They report that a large force of cavalry marcbed through Petersburg 
yesterday morning going north, supi)osed to Early. 

Tery I'espectftilly, yoiu' obedient servant, 

J^rO. 0. BABCOCK. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hbadqfautbes Akmy op the Potomac, 

August 14, 1864 — 8.30 'g. m.- 
Forwarded for Lieatenant-G-eneral Grant’s mformation. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Jlajor- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
August 11, 1864 — 11 p. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Orders Lave been gi%'en for the withdrawal of the Filth Corps and 
the occupation of the lines of the Mnth and Eighteenth Corps. The 
Fifth will be held in reserve for contingencies. No further intelligence 
has been received from signal officers that has not been sent you, except 
that between o and 6 p. m. the officer on the plank road saw a small 
body of cavalry, with wagons and ambulances, moving northward along 
the Weldon railroad. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Departjibnt, 

August 14, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Oliief of Staff: 

General : Five deserters from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade, who came 
in this morning, report that last night Mahoue’s and Wilcox’s old bri- 
gades, of Mahone’s division, were taken from the trenches and moved 
to the rear, where they are now lying in reserve for the balance of the 
division. They say that the enemy are apprehensive that we are 
about blowing up a fort of theirs opposite our Port Hell, and they 
think the movement last night was made preparatory to an expected 
attack by us at that point. They say that yesterday’s Hichmond 
papers reported that Admiral Farragut had taken Mobile, and that a 
strong column of our troops were marching into the heart of the coun- 
try from that point. They say it has for some time past been reported 
in their camps that Longstreet has gone to the Valley. 

Very respectfully, your* obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, die. 


Gibbon’s House Station; August 14, 1864—7 a. m. 
Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Nothing unusual visible in the enemy’s line this morning. Boads 
west and southwest of the city inclosed by fog. 


A. C. JORDAN. 
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Plank Eoad Station, Avymt 14, 1864. 

Maj. B. P. PiSHEE: 

Unusually quiet 'witliin the enemy’s lines this morning. Ho change 
of camps Yisible. 

H. W. PULTOH, 

Sergeant. 


Headqtjaetees Pipth Aemy Coeps, 

August 14, 1864. 

Captain Pishee: 

A single party of enemy at Tvork on old line to right of Gregory’s 
house; otherwise all quiet. 

I. 8. LYOH, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


[Indorsement.] 

Bespectfiilly forwarded: it is from an officer on Warren’s front. 

B. E. FISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


14, 1864 — 12.45 p. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

A small force of enemy are moving' to tlie left in the direction of th^ 
cannonade. They are moving about opposite Lieutenant Duft‘'s sta- 
tion and evidently come ftom the camps nearly opposite his station. 
They carry knapsacks, &c. I have seen only about 100 in motion. 

I. S. LYON, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer, 


AuausT 14, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

The enemy’s signal officer reports that the camps to the left of Cobb’s 
have disappeared. 

CHAS. L. DAYIS, 

Captain^ &c. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 14^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following evening report 
from the Plank Eoad Station : 

Two hundred cavalry and led horses and live wagons moved to our right on line 
of Weldon railroad between 5 and 5.40 p. m., apparently the rear of a stronger force, 
as the rain prevented a view of that line between 4.20 and 5 p. m. Eatigne party of 
200 men witti picks and spades came from our extreme left at 6 p. m., moving toward 
Petersburg; these men were, 1 think, working on some fortifications near the Weldon 
railroad, but behind the woods and farther south than we can see. 

’ FULTON. 

Very respectfitlly, your obedient servant, 

B. P. PISHEE, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Headquarters Outposts, 

McCannh Honse^ August 14.^ 1864, 


Maior-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I liave tlie honor to report all quiet on my lines. At a 
point two miles from my right the enemy lias advanced his lines about 


sixty rods. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(IBO. W. LEWIS, 

Colonel Third New YorTc Cavalry ^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 14,, 1864 — 5 a, on. 

General Grant: 

At this moment not more than half of the troops have landed from 
the steamers. We have been working all night. It will be 9 o’clock 
before all of the corps are disembaaked. The cavalry are across. I 
ordered General Birney to attack at daylight, but I have since ordered 
him to defer it until we are ready here unless he has commenced it. I 
have not heard his firing jet. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

WmFD S. HAliTCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

Aoigust 14, 1864 — 8,15 a. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

General: General Birney has driven in the enemy’s pickets, cap- 
turing, he says, about 100. 1 have sent to have them questioned. Two 
of my divisions are now advancing. General Birney’s present line is 
the Kingsland road. He will advance with my troops. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIHFD S. HAIICOCK, 

Major-General, Goomnaoidhig, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August li, 1864 — 8,25 a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

General; I telegraphed you at 5 a. m., but I am informed that one 
mile and a half of the telegraph line was knocked down last night. 
My telegram was to the effect that not more than one-half of my troops 
were disembarked at that hour (5 a. m.) and that I had directed General 
Birney to suspend his attack until I sent him further orders. At this 
hour two divisions are disembarked and about one-half of the third. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIl^F’D S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General, Goonmaoiding Second Coords, 
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Gleneral Grant: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 14y 1864 — 3.20 jg. m. 


-General Barlow attacked the enemy’s line on the Central road; took 
bhe first line of rifle-pits, driving the enemy out, but failed to take the 
second and third lines, though attempting it twice. He is now about to 
bry it again, and thinks he will succeed. The troops are not behaving 
=;teadily to-day. A great many ai*e straggling and sunstruck. The 
loss in officers has been hea\"y. The enemy’s force did not appear 
large. The point referred to is about a mile up the Central road irom 
bhe New Market road. 

WINF’H S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 14^ 1864 — 6.80 p. m. 


General Barlow has made another attack upon the enemy and has 
been repulsed with some loss. The enemy are massing pretty heavily 
to their left, and I rather anticipate an attack upon General Barlow. 
General Birneyjust reported to me that he has captured six pieces and 
two mortars. I have ordered all my skirmishers to advance on my left 
when the enemy commenced massing on my right, including those of 
General Birney. 


Yery respectfully, 
(Copy to General Meade.) 


WINFD HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August 14^ 1861 — 7.30 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

No movement of troops from Petersburg has been observed until this 
evening. A body, vsupposed to be about a division, now seems to be mov- 
ing; so reported by signal officer. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
August 14^ 1864 — 12.45 p. m. (Eeceived 2.45 i>. m.) 
General Meade: 

The command has taken a few prisoners from each of eleven different 
regiments to-day; all, without an exception, so far as ascertained, of 
Field’s division, representing four or five of his brigades. A part of 
my force is now moving over on the Central road, holding the New Mar- 
ket road. General Birney occupies the Kingsland road, and will shortly 
try to seize the New Market road on his front. I was delayed mate- 
rially this morning by the transports not being able to get the troops 
off until 9 o’clock. Two regiments not arrived yet. General Grant 
has been here. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 14j 1861 — 9,30 jp. m, 

Major-General Meade: 

General Biriiey has called upon me for transportation for sis guns and 
two mortars, captured by him this evening. I think there is no doubt 
but they will be gotten off after dark to-night. General Barlow did not 
attack the enemy’s left, which was refused, but attacked a salient of 
their line. He had a persistent fight; although he did not carry it ho 
held the ground passed over. The attack by General Barlow was not 
made in sufficient force, but the troops did not fight with their accus- 
tomed vigor. Owing to the excessive heat, large numbers straggled from 
ranks. The loss was considerable. The troops saved their honor by 
not losing their killed and wounded. Gregg reports the Charles City 
road cut up by the enemy’s intrenchments, the advance of which he 
carried. They were occupied by Hampton’s Legion. The lines were 
thinly held, but were re-enforced while Barlow was attacking. 

wmFD s. hancooe:, 

Major-General. 


P. S . — L shall set Birney at work in the morning as General Grant 
suggested. 

W. S. H. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Atigust 14» 1864 — 11 ]). m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

Tour several telegrams received. I am glad to hear of Birney’s suc- 
cess, and sympathize with Barlow in his losses. Nothing new has 
occurred in my fi*ont to-day till 5 p. m., when the signal officer at Fifth 
Corps headquarters reported the movement of a column of infantry 
northward. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


SiG-NAL Station, August ii, 1864, {Eeceived 2.40 p. m.) 
General Hancock: 

The enemy has just been closing up to his left in the line of breast- 
works on the cleared hill in General Mott’s front. The works appear 
now to be well filled. 

P. A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 14 j 1864, 

The following movements of troops of this command are ordered: 
During the night Major-General Birney, Tenth Corps, will move his 
command from its present position to the vicinity of these headquar- 
ters by such route as he may select. It is required that the entire 
command be massed out of sight of the enemy in its new position by 3 
a. m. of the 15th. As soon after daylight on the 15th as practicable 
division commanders will hold their present lines by a strong line of 
skirmishers, well supported, and will mass the remainder of their com- 
mands in readiness to support their own lines or move to the support 
of others. General Birney will not relieve his skirmish line now con- 
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nected with the left of the Second Corps. The Third Division will be 
massed opposite the right of its picket-line, the Second Division oppo- 
site its centre, and the First Division near the junction of iJ^ew Market 
and Central roads. At G a, m. Major-General Birney, with his com- 
mand, will move out on the Central road, and turn the enemy’s left 
flank, if possible. If this is not found practicable, and General Birney 
consider^ the chances favorable for a successful assault, he will attack 
the enemy’s position with his whole force. If he succeeds in breaking 
the line he will then direct his attack toward New Market, and will be 
supported by the Second Corps. Tlie cavalry, under General Gregg, 
will cover the right flank and rear during these operations. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

Aug^lst 13 [U ?], 1861—5.15 jp. m. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Walker: 

I attacked with a strong brigade of Second Division, and was re- 
pulsed with considerable loss. If I retain the hill, which we took to-day, 
I have not enough troops to have a continuous line of battle from the 
point occupied by General Miles’ brigade (which I think it important 
to hold) and the point on my extreme right. I think I have not troops 
enough to occupy so extended a line, and that I should draw it in, giving 
up the hill we took. 

Eespectfully, 

FEANCIS 0. BAELOW, 
Brigadier- General^ Oommanding Division. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

Aiigust 14^ 1864 — 10,40 a. m, 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that after estab- 
lishing your skirmish line you place your division as follows: One 
strong regiment to hold the houses and vicinity on the New Mar- 
ket and Malvern Hill roadj the remainder of your'command massed 
near the cross-roads in rear of your line (at the intersection of the New 
Market and Malvern Hill road with the cross-roads connecting this 
road with the New Market and Long Bridge road), prepared to move 
to the support of General Barlow. One brigade of youi* division will 
probably be req^uired to relieve the left brigade (General Miles’) of the 
First Division, and you will send a staff officer to General Barlow to 
ascertain the position of this brigade. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ 0. n. MOEGAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 14j 1864 — 7 a, m. 


Major-General Humphreys : 

Shall I take in my picket-line on left pf the plank road? 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 
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riEADQXJARTEBt^ AEMY OF THE POTOMAOj 

August lij 186i — 8*15 a, m. 


Major-General Warrek, 

Gommanduig Fifth Cor])H : 

Draw in all the pickets you do not consider necessary for your imme- 
diate security. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General, and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 14j ISOi. (Eeceived 0 a. m.) 

General Williams: 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my fiont during the night. 
Five deserters from Florida brigade were received this morning, and 
are on the way to army headquarters. 

G. K. WAEEE]^, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

August Uj 1864—10.80 a. on. 

Major-General Warren: 

The commanding general directs me to say that upon the happening 
of the contingency referred to last night the whole of the Fifth Corps 
will be withdrawn from the trenches and directed against the enemy’s 
right flank beyond the Weldon railroad. General Ord will extend his 
left to the vicinity of Burnside’s mine, and the Ninth Corps will occupy 
theremainder of the army front as far as the large redoubt on the plank 
road. A dispatch has been received from Hancock, dated 5 a. m., stat- 
ing that all his troops would not be disembarked much before 9 a. m., 
half only being ashore then. The cavalry was all over. Nothing fur- 
ther since. 

A. A. HDMPHEETS, 
Major-Geoieo-'ol aoid Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 14j 1864 — 3.45 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

I have here an officer. Second Lieutenant Smith, Thirteenth Alabama, 
Heth’s division. He came in last night. Heth’s division is next to 
Beauregard’s, on his left, and right of Heth’s extends across the plank 
road^ next comes Mahone’s, and his right does not extend to within 
half a mile of the Weldon railroad, Longstreet’s corps has gone to the 
Valley and thinks he is in command, Lee is here. Lieutenant Smith 
saw him yesterday. Lieutenant Smith says Heth’s and Mahone’s, as 
well as Beauregard’s troops, were here the morning the mine was sprung. 
Heth’s division got north of James Eiver the day after the four pieces 
of artillery were captured by Hancock, and returned back here the 
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niglit before the mine blew up, traveling both ways by ears. I suggest 
that this officer, Lieut. Henry B. Smith, be detained to place his evi- 
dence before the Ooui‘t of Inquiry, of which G-eneral Hancock is presi- 
dent. 

G. K. WAEEEI^, 

* Major- OenemL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Atigiist 14, 1864 — 8,^0 p. m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Major-General Parke, commanding Miith Corps, is directed to relieve 
your corps to-night as soon as practicable from the intrenchments it 
now holds. Upon being relieved you will establish your corps in rear 
of its present position, in such manner Ahat you can readily support 
the troops in your fi’ont or on the right or move to operate on the 
enemy’s right flank. You will be x)repared to move at very brief no- 
tice. General Hunt is directed to fmnish any additional artillery 
required by the Mnth Corps for the batteries you vacate, as you will 
take your field artillery with you. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Circular liTo. 102.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Augiist 14, 1864, 

As soon as relieved by the troops of the Mnth Corps, division com- 
manders will assemble their men as near to their own headquarters as 
may be convenient, and be preiiared to move at short notice in any 
direction. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adj utant- Genera I, 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 14, 1864, 

General Williams: 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired on 
my line during the night. My troops have been very watchful. Ko 
movements of the enemy have been observed. 

O.* B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Xinth Army Corps, 

Xo. 37. f Before Betershurg, Ya,, August 14, 1864, 

I. By virtue of seniority of rank the undersigned assumes command 
of the Xinth Army Corps. 

II. The following-named officers are announced as temporarily 
attached to the staff of the Xinth Arm^ Corps: Lieut. Col. E, 0^ 

12 R R— VOL XLH, PT IL 
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Mitchell, acting' assistant inspector-general; Oapt. Eobert A. Hutchins, 
assistant adjutant-general. 

III. Capt. George W. Gowan is announced as aide-de-camp, staff of 
*the commanding general. 

JNTO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- Oeiieral^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 8,10 on, 

Major-General Parke: 

General Ord is directed to extend his left and relieve your corps of 
nearly one-half of the front it now occupies. The commanding general 
directs that you relieve the Fifth Corps of the intrenchments it now 
occupies and hold the front from Ord’s left to and including the large 
redoubt on the plank road and the batteries in that vicinity, if they are 
now held by the Mnth Corps. As the Fifth Corps will take with it all its 
field ai*tillery, you vdll call on General Hunt, chief of artillery, for any 
additional field pieces you may require for the batteries vacated by the 
Fifth Corps. The commanding general desires that these changes be 
made as soon as practicable. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

3IaJoo'- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aoigust 14j 1864 — 9,15 jg, m, 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding N'mth Corxos; 

General Ord wishes to know the exact spot where his left will rest 
when he relieves one-half your line. Please designate it to him and 
also at the same time to these headquarters. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Geoieral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters INinth Army Corps, 

August 14y 1864 — 9.45 jp. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

As near as possible the line to be reheved by tlie Eighteenth Corps 
will extend to General Potter’s left at a point nearly opposite the mine. 
The troops to be relieved are those portions of Potter’s and White’s 
(lately Ledlie’s) divisions, Avhich are now in the line. 

J. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 

(Same to Major-General Ord.) 


Head<2UArters NTinth Army Corps, 

August 14^ 1864, 

Brigadier-General Ferrebo, 

Oommandmg fourth Division^ Nmth Army Corjgs : 

General: The general commanding directs me to say to you that it 
is in contemplation to occupy the line of the Fifth Corps with the troops 
of the Ninth Corps. You will please hold the troops you have in 
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reserve in readiness to move into the three redoubts vdthout delay if 
ordered. The general also desires that you see General Warren as soon 
as possible and find out the locality of his redoubts, the avenues to 
them, and the necessary dispositions to be made in occupying them. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. V. KICHAEDS, 
Caj[>tabi and Aide^de-Gaynp. 


Headqtjaeteus Second Aexy Coups, 

August if, 1801 — J 2). yyi. 

General Gnsao, 

Gomynanding Cavalry : 

General: The enemy are moving very rapidly out of their pits to 
our right, scattering, however, and I do not think they have a large 
force. The right of their line looks very weak at present. I think 
they are trying to concentrate on General Barlow. I advise you, tliere- 
fore, to have your cavalry vedettes well out. If everything iwS quiet 
to-night. General Birney will come over on this side and will extend 
our line to-morrow. 

WINF’D S. HAKCOOK, 
Major- Gmeral^ Coynmandiyig, 


Headquarters Cavalry, Army or the Potomac, 

August li, 1804 — 0.20 p. yyi. (Eeceived 7 i). m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Goyyimandbig : 


General: We drove the Legion out of the rifle-pits on the Charles 
City road this evening. The cavalry did not fall back toward Eich- 
mond but moved north of the Charles City road. The distance from 
this point (where I have a brigade in reserve) to the x>oint held on the 
Charles City road is about five miles. I will connect across with Gen- 
eral Barlow and have men iposted on all the roads. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- Oeyieral of Volunteers^ Gomyyianding. 


Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac, 

August 14y 1864. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 

General: I sent you a dispatch to the effect that the enemy occu- 
pied the old rifle-pits of ’G2 on the Charles City road, but that this p. 
m. I drove them out. This, near Fisher’s. Search was everywhere 
made, but no water could be found in that vicinity for horses. My 
horses have not been watered since last night, but I can get a little 
near the Kew Market road. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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Hbadquaetees Second Ooeps, 

August li, 1861 — 8 p. m, 

Brigadier-General Geego, 

Co mmandin g Biv isio n : 

Geneeal : Major-General Hancock lias your dispatch, and directs 
me to say that if it is necessary to concentrate your command on 
account of water to do so. Ton can advance again early in the morn- 
ing. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 

Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headqdaetees Second Ooeps, 

August 11, 1861. 

General Geegg: 

If you are out of forage to-morrow morning you had better send for 
it, for we may be here for several days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIHE’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, Gotmnanding. 


P. S. — ^My headquarters to-night will be where General Sheridan’s 
were the other time we were over here. 


W. S. H. 


CiTT POENT, Va., August 14, 1864. 

Major-General Bdtlee, 

Commanding, &c. : 

General Meade has been directed to watch closely, and if present 
demonstration north of James Eiver should force the enemy to weaken 
his lines at Petersburg, so that advantage can be taken of it, do so 
without waiting for further instructions. In such case he has been 
authorized to call on the Eighteenth Corps for co-operation or assist- 
ance. Please instruct General Ord that in case of oiierations against 
Petersburg he will receive orders from General Meade. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

(Copy to Ord.) 


Jones’ Neck, August 11, 1864 — i.45 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Geant: 

I inclose the notes just received from Colonel Handy. He seems to 
have joined Hancock nearly. Birney says he is foiming his li n e for 
the night. 

BENJ. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 
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[InclosiiTe ITo. 1 ] 


Axjgx'ST 14, 1864. 

General Foster: 

Sir: I have passed through the woods and marched a quarter of a 
mile beyond, and am trying to communicate with General Hancock; 
have not done so as yet. Enemy^s main works are in sight. My men 
are nearly exhausted and I am resting them. 

I am, sir, 

G. B. DAlSrDT, 

• Colonel lOOtli Xexe Yorl' Volunteers. 

[IncloTOTi Xo 2 ] 

Aug-ust 14, 1864, 

General Foster: 

Sir: I cannot find General Hancock. There is one of his regiments 
supporting a battery in an earth- work near the houses. We occasion- 
ally get a shot from the enemy’s sharpshooters and are in sight of their 
works. I have crossed a road which I am told is ihe Hew Market road, 
but I do not know. Both myself and men are very much exhausted, 
but are getting rested, I shall throw a line of skfrmishers out to feel 
the enemy’s sharpshooters and in the direction to the right of his works. 
I am, sir, very lespectfully, 

G. B. DAHDY, 

Colonel 100th New Yorh Volunteers, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August Idy 1864 — IZ^O a, m, 

Major-General Butler: 

When will Kautz’s regiment at Fort Powhatan be back? His force 
is so small that it is dSlcult to cover our left and rear without this 
regiment, so he reports, and this duty, owing to Gregg’s absence, is 
very important. Can you not order it back to report to Kautz? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Sutler’s Headquarters, 

August 14^ 1864, 

General Meade: 

I have ordered the regiment at Fort Powhatan to report back to 
Kautz. 

B, F. BHTLER, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters, 
August 14, 1864, 

Major Ludlox^ 

Aide-de-Camp : 

As the operations at Butch Gap are being carried on under my per- 
sonal supervision, you will remain at the Gap for the purpose of carry- 
ing out my directions, and all orders given by you will be under my 
direction and be obeyed accordingly. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 
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Bermuda^ August 14^ 1864, 


Ool. J. W. Shapfer, 

Chief of Staff": 


The steamer James S. Green has just arriv'ed from Port Eoyal with 
three companies Twenty-ninth Connecticut — ^260 men, 11 officers — under 
command of Major Torrance. In accordance with orders the command- 
ing officer has been directed to report to Major-General Birney’s head- 
quarters. 

J. B. HOWAED, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^ &g. 


Ool. H. L. Abbot : 


Headqx'^aeters Army of the Potomac, 

August IL 1S64 — a, m. 


Pour 10-inch mortars with a proper supply of ammunition are wanted 
in the battery near the Taylor house to control a battery of 32-pounder 
rifles just beyond the crest, disrance fi?om 1,200 to 1,500 yards. It 
would be well to get them out to-day ready to move; they maybe 
ordered into battery to-night. I will inform you then whether to send 
them. Please answer. 

HENTEY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, 


Broadway Landing-, Va., August 14^ 1864 — 8.45 a. m, 
Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 

Your dispatch in relation to mortars for Taylor house is received. 
Win make aU preparations for forwarding to-night if you so direct. 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Connectmit Artillery^ Commanding Siege Train. 


Broadway Landing-, Ya., August 14, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

If the 10-inch mortars are ordered forward, I would earnestly request 
that they be put in the fointeen-gun battery where Pratt’s I^-inch guns 
were. The range is essentially the same. The approach to this bat- 
tery is very good, and to the old battery very bad, a matter of great 
importance in sui)plying 10-inch ammunition on account of its great 
weight; and, moreover, this battery is well made and the old battery 
very ill constructed, constantly caving under mortar fire. 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, 


Colonel Abbot: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aiigust 14, 1864. * 


It is not probable that the 10-inch mortars will be ordered up to-night. 
When they do come they are to go into the fourteen-gun battery near 
the Taylor house. 

H. J. HUNT, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Broadway LandinO; Ya., August Id^ 1864, 

Captain Edson, 

Ordnance Officer^ Fort Monroe^ Va, : 

I am out of my supply of Coeliorn mortar shells and the rebels are 
taking advantage of it. Please send me any shells and wooden plugs 
which you can possibly procure, on the mail boat, telegraphing me 
when they start, I don’t care for prepared ammunition. Time is very 
important. 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Gonneetmit Artillery^ Commanding Siege Train, 


Broadw^ay Landing, Ta., August 11^ 1864, 
Brigadier-General Eamsay, 

Chief of Ordnance^ U, 8. Army^ 

Winder'^s Building^ Washington^ 1). C, : 

I have sixteen Ooehorn mortars in position and not a shell in depot 
for them. The rebels keep up a constant mortar lire on us. I don’t 
care for prepared ammunition; all I want are shells, fuse-plugs, and 
paper fuses. These must be received very shortly or the army will 
suffer. I wrote on 15th ultimo, and telegraphed on 19th ultimo and 
11th instant for a large supply. Please inform me at once whether I 
ain to be supplied. Please also send 3,000 Parrott time-fuse plugs for 
siege guns. 

HEKEY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Siege Train, 


[August 14, 1864, 7.15 a. m.- — ^For Birney to Butler, reporting oper- 
ations, &c., see Part I, p. 077.J 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
Deeiy Bottom, August li, 1864 — 7,40 a, m, 

Major-General .Butler, 

Commanding Department: 

General Terry has captured 150 prisoners and is advancing. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14^ 1864 — 10,30 a, m. 

[Major-General TButler :] 

General ; I am at the signal station. Matters are quiet in my front 
except from sharpshooters. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


August 14, 1864—3.30 p. nn 

General Birney: 

General Grant informs me, as he has you, that he thinks that it will 
be impolitic to try and carry the point in your front; also that the 
road is so blocked that it will be nearly imposbible, for an hour, to pass 
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troops to you. I have taken therefore the liberty to halt the column 
noTv filing past your late headquarters. Can v'e not get out better 
by the head of Three-Mile Creek; of course, this is but a suggestion, 
not an order, as you are under Hancock’s orders. I will order forward 
the column as soon as the officer who takes this returns, if you desire it. 

B. P. BTJTLEE, 

Mojor-Qeneral. 


Headquarters, 
Atigtist 14, 1864 — S.30 p. m. 

General Birnet: 

The only dispatch received for you was that the junction of Four- 
Mile Creek and Hew Market Creek’^ was the position he desired you to 
take. I replied to General Hancock that you understood it and was 
about to make the advance if practicable. The dispatch of General 
Hancock was received at 3 o’clock, dated 1.15 p. m. 

B. F. BHTLEE. 


Headquarters, 
Aiig%ist 14, 1864. 

Major-General Birnet, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Dispatch rec6ived.f All honor to the brave Tenth Corps. These six 
guns and the two mortars will make a gap in the enemy’s lines by 
which I trust you will go through. You have done more than was ex- 
pected of you by the lieutenant-general. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major- Ge^ieral, Commanding. 


Headquarters Tenth Armt Corps, 

August 14, 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Captain Hiohols, 

U. 8. Nary: 

Captain: If you can take such a position as wiU enable you to shell 
the junction of the Kingsland and Varina roads, I shall be obliged it 
you will do it. General Hancock says you have the range. 
Eespectfully, &c., 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters GIenth Armt Corps, 

August 14, 1864 — 12.35 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

Wliich junction on the Hew Market road do yon refer to in your 
note? 


D. B. BIEHEY, 

Major-General. 

* So in. original, hut aee Walker to Bimey, 1.15 p. m., p. 185, where it reads New 
Market road. 

t See 3.05 p. m., Part I, p. 677. 
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AuauST 14j 18G4— 1.15 x^. m. 

General BirneY; 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

General: Tlie junction of Four-Mile Creek with the I^ew Market 
road is the point to which the major-general commanding referred in a 
l)r6vious dispatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAllOIS A. WALKEE. 
Assistant Adj'ictant- General, 


[IndoT^cmeiit ] 


3 P, M. 


General Birney got disiDatch, and has advanced to take the point 
referred to in this dispatch. 


B. F. BIJTLEE, 

Major-General, 


General Birney’s Sicnal Station^ 

Angiist 14, 1804 — 1,20 p, m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

General Birney, who is across the creek, will x>RSh for the ETew 
Market road at once. Apparently General Birney has troops within a 
few hundred yards of New Market. 


COMSTOCK, 

Zmctenant- Colonel and Aide-cle-Camp, 


HEABQtTARTERg TENTH AEMY CoBPS, 

A^igust 14, 1804 — 5,25 p, m, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: I am connecting with the battery of Second Corx)s and am 
establishing picket-line. I will have it comx)lete. As I am now sharply 
engaged in trying to save the guns captured I may have to shorten 
my line. I have sent two staff officers to report progress. 

Tours, truly, 

B. B. BIENET, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Angnst 14, 1864 — 5,40 p, m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

You are mistaken in supposing that the enemy are withdrawing 
from my front. They are in force on my whole fr'ont, and with a heavy 
artillery fire. They are plainly to be seen. I have ordered General 
Terry to advance his skfrmishers at once, and connect closely with the 
Second Corps picket-line. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General, 
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HEADQUAETERfci TENTH AEjMY CORPS, 

Deep Bottom^ August 1864. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Comynanding : 

General : I will move at 9 o’clock by the rear of Mott and Dandy, 
and will bivouac on some spot watliout yon desire me to take a special 
position before daylight. 1 am at Foster’s headquarters until my bat- 
teries, trains, &c., cross the bridge. I will leave a garrison here. My 
six guns have diminished to foui*, but increased by two 8-inch howit- 
zers. I will see you before morning. 

Your obedient servant, 

D. B. BIEKEY, 

2Iajor- General. 


Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14^ 1864, 

General Terry with his command will attack the enemy in position 
behind Four-Mile Creek promptly at daybreak. If successful he will 
advance along the New Market and Kangsland road to the junction of 
the Yarina road; then along the Yarina road to the Mill road, securing, 
if possible, the cross-roads at Osborne’s old turnpike. Brig. Gen. Wil- 
liam Biruey will leave two regiments of his colored troops in the 
intrenchments at Deep Bottom, and with the remainder of his command 
will be prepared to suppoiij General Terry. General Birney will relieve 
General Foster’s command in Deep Bottom. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters’ sirring wagons may accompany the headquarters to 
which they belong. 


Marchinu Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Ariviy Corps, 

August 14^ 1864 — 7,^0 p. m. 

This command will march promptly at 9 p. in. to the rear of the posi- 
tion of the Second Corps, bivouacking at a spot to be indicated by 
Captain Briscoe, aide-de-camp. The command of Colonel Dandy will 
remain in its present position with its pickets out. The pickets of the 
corps will be withdrawn at 1 a. m. under directions of the corps officer 
of the day. They will fall back on the two roads to the intrenchments 
at the i)ontoon bridge. Ammunition trains and batteries and all wagons 
and ambulances will cross at the pontoon near General Foster’s and 
recross at the lower bridge; park for the night and be harnessed at 
daylight. Commanding officers should at once send out patrols for 
stragglers who fiH the woods with fires and tents. Brigadier-General 
Birney will detail two regiments, and a competent officer to command 
them, to garrison and hold the fortifications at Deep Bottom. The 
First Connecticut Battery wiU report to that commanding officer; the 
detachment of New York Mounted Eifles will also report to him. 

By command of Major-General Bhmey: 

CHAS. H. GEAYES, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14 y 1864 — 6 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Terry, 

Commanding Fwst Division: 

You will continue the attack, holding your troops well in hand. You 
will call on Brigadier-General Birney lor such aid as you may need. 
By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistaiit Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14y 1864 — 8,50 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Terry: 

Generals Barlow and Mott, commanding divisions of Second Corps, 
are advancing on your right. Have not as yet met the enemy. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

A%igust 14y 18b4 — 2,55 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Terry: 

The major-general commanding desires that you will inform him as 
soon as you reach the New Market road, and also whether the creek 
is fordable. 

Eespectfally, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14 y 1864 — 5,10 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Terry: 

The general commanding directs that every precaution be taken to 
secure the guns captured. He regards it as highly important that they 
be brought off, even if the caissons are left behind. 

EespectfuUy, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Anlhr Corps, 

A^(gust 14y 1864 — 6,45 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Birney: 

Colonel Osbornes brigade has been ordered to take position on the 
left near the Grover house. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14j 1864 — 12.50 p. m. 

Brig-. Gen. William Birney: 

The major-general commanding directs that yon order Colonel Os- 
born to occupy the croswsing of theKingsland and Yarina roads. A 
st^‘ officer has been sent to conduct him to the point. 

Respectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14j 1864. 

Brig. Gen. WiUiam Birney Trill detail a colonel of his command for 
corps-officer of the day to report at once at these headquarters. General 
Birney will cause such a distribution to be made of the force left in the 
iiitrenchments as best to provide for the safety of the position, paying 
especial attention to the left of the line. He is authorized to reduce the 
force to one regiment. 

By order of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjufant-GeneraL 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14, 1864 — 5.30 p. m. 

[General Terry:] 

Advance your skirmishers at once, and make close connection with 
the picket-line of the Second Corps. You will make a decided demon- 
stration. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry, 

Commanding First division: 

It is reported by an officer of General Posterns staff that there is a 
battery at the Grover house unsupiiorted. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

^ ED. W. SMITH, 

Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


^ Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August Id, 1864. (Received 3.40 p. m.) 

General Turner: 

The detachment of the Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volunteers will 
report to Brigadier-General Turner, commanding line of intrenchments, 
who will place them upon the line. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General. 
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Hbadquaktbec! Second Division, Tenth Aemy Corps, 

Augiist 14, 1864. 

Major Davis, 

A Ds istm t Adjutant- General : 

How many colored regiments are there on the left of the line? 

JNO. W. TUElirEE, 
Brigadier- General. Commanding. 


General Butler’s Headquarters, 

Avgust 14, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. AV. Turner : 

There are five colored regiments this side of the Appomattox. 

E. S. DAA'IS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

August 14, 1864. 

Major Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General ; 

Major: I have the honor to request that the commanding officers ot 
the colored regiments on the left be ordered to report to me, iu order 
that I may assign them to positions on the line, if neeessai-y. 

JEO. W. TUEEEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


BteADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, TENTH ARMY OoRPS, 

In the Field, August 14, 1864. 

I. Colonel Curtis’ line will extend from the river to Battery Eo. 5, 
and include the present picket-line occupied by his brigade. 

II. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, Fourth Massachusetts C'avalry, 
will report for duty to Colonel Curtis with his command without delay. 

By order of Biigadier-General Turner: 

ISEABL E. SEALY, 

Oagt., Forty-seeenth New York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 14, 1864. 

Col. SAMtnsL A. Duncan, 

Gomdg. Colored Regiments this side of Appomattox: 

Yon will report in person to Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, at present iu 
command of the defenses on this line, and dispose of your troops in 
accordance with his directions until further orders. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAYIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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AUOUST 14, 1864. 

General O. S. Ferry, 

Spring Hill: 

General : You will direct the command sent over from Spring Hill 
to the line of defense to report to Brig. Gen. John W, Turner, command- 
ing defenses, &c. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. A. KEl^SEL, 

Lieuienant-Golonel and Acting Chief of Staff. 


[AUOUST 14, 1864.J 

General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps : 

General Grant telegraphs me that General Meade has been directed 
to watch closely, and if operations on the north side of the James force 
the enemy to weaken his lines at Petersburg to take advantage of it 
without tother instructions. In that case General Meade has been 
authorized to call upon the Eighteenth Corps for co-operation, and you 
will receive orders fi:om him. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 7,45 a. m. 


Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that if he finds the 
enemy^s intrenchments very thinly held, in consequence of troops being 
sent across the James to meet the movement of General Hancock, he 
will withdraw the whole of the Fifth Corps, from the intrenchments. 
He desires to know whether you will be able in such event to extend 
to your left and occupy any part of the line now held by the Ninth 
Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTH Army Corps, 

An gust 14^ 1864. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have now only one man to the yard on my line. The enemy^s line 
is repoited two ranks deep, and I do not deem it advisable, while their 
line is so heavy, to reduce mine. All my reserves are working on 
redoubts. 

E. O. 0, OED, 
Major-General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 8.20 a. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Gorjgs: 


The major-general commanding requests me to say that he has ceased 
working on his intrenchments to-day. In the event contemplated of 
withdrawing the Fifth Corps fi‘om the intrenchments and directing it 
against the enemy’s right flank, could your reserves now working on 
the redoubts be used in extending your line? It is only in the event 
of the enemy holding the line of their intrenchments thinly that such 
operation would be undertaken with the Fifth Corps. 

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of jStajf. 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 

August 14^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

By ceasing work I could extend my line as far as Burnside’s mine 
and not put the colored troops in the trenches. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 14y 1864 — 4.30 jg. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have received orders in case of a movement to co-operate with the 
Army of the Potomac, and have the honor to report accordingly. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 14^ 1864 — 5.15 )g. m. 

General Humphreys: 

Shall I occupy part of Burnside’s trenches to-night? I can by using 
all my reserve and stretching take half of Burnside’s ground, and he 
can then by similar means take whole of Warren’s. A deserter, in 
this a. m., states that Lee’s forces all gone north of Eichmond, and he 
heard that one division, probably of Beauregard’s, left yesterday and the 
day before. 

OED. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Axcgust 14, 1864 — 5.45 jp. yn. 


Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Your dispatch received. The information received is not yet sufficient 
to enable the commanding general to determine upon the arrangements 
to be carried out to-night. Will let you know as soon as possible. 

^ A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Heabquaiitees Aemy oe the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 8 m. 

Major-General Oe-h, 

Commanding UigliteentJi Corps: 

The proposed extension of your corps and that of the Mnth, having 
been sanctioned by Lieutenant-General Grant, the major-general com- 
manding directs that you relieve the Xinth Corps from as much of their 
line as you can hold in the manner heretofore indicated. Should you 
require any additional field artillery to supply the place of that taken 
out of battery by the ifiiith Corps, call on General Hunt, chief of artil- 
lery, Army of the Potomac, who is directed to answer your requisitions. 
The changes should be made as soon as practicable. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headqtjaeteks Eighteenth Aemy Corps, 

August 14^ 1864 — 8,20 p. m. 

General A. A. Humphreys : 

Will the general commanding give distinct orders to General Burn- 
side so that i can know certainly what part of his front I am to occupy 
and can give definite orders on the subject. 1 can take half of it, but 
do not know how much that is, or to what place it will take me. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 14, 1864 — 9,10 p, m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Mghteenth Corps: 

The major-general commanding requests that you will occiipy one- 
half of the front of the Ninth Corps. I have telegraphed General Parke 
that you will do so, and will at once request him to designate the exact 
spot where your left will rest under that arrangement. I take it to be 
where the small marsh or run that you crossed in going to the mine 
intersects our iutrenchments. 


A. A. HUIVIPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 14, 1864 — 9,45 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

I have five light batteries — two rifle and two 12-pounders, not under 
cover — ^which can be moved to any place at once. Would it not be well 
to keep the batteries of the Ninth and Fifth Corps now behind parapets 
where they are, and take for the use of the Fifth batteries of one corps 
which are not in place or under cover, because shifting the batteries in 
place would attract the attention of the enemy? 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major*GeneraL 



Chai?. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION, 


193 


HeIbquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 10.26 jg. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps ; 


The commanding general prefers the Fifth Corps to have its ovnn bat- 
teries, and they can probably be got out without attracting notice. It 
is understood that the artillery of the Ninth Corps that will probably 
be removed can also be taken out without being observed. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 14y 1864, 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr : 

General : I am instructed by the majjor-general commanding to say 
that in case it should rain severely, and the ravine in which our troops 
are encamped should become too wet for occupancy, you will remove 
them above the railroad bridge to the position now occupied by some 
of the troops of General Ames, who has been directed to make room 
for you. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODORE READ, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 14^ 1864 — 12,20 a. m, 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division : 

The commanding general has telegraphed General Butler to send 
back your regiment near Powhatan, and has requested Lieutenant- 
General Grant to have the cattle herd drawn in nearer to City Point. 
You must make the best disposition you can of your force, keeping it 
as much concentrated as possible. You may have to move to-morrow. 
The enemy have but one division of cavalry on this side the Appomat- 
tox. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, Va., August 16, 1864 — 9 p, m. 

(Received 6.30 a. m. 17th.) 

Major-General Halleok, 

Washington, D. G, * 

If there is any danger of an uprising in the North to resist the draft 
or for any other pui‘pose our loyal Governors ought to organize the 
militia at once to resist it. If we are to draw troops from the field to 
keep the loyal States in harness it will prove difficult to suppress 
the rebellion in the disloyal States. My withdrawal now from the 
James River would insure the defeat of Sherman. Twenty thousand 
men sent to him at this time would destroy the greater part of Hood’s 
13 R R— TOL XLII, pt II 
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army, and leave ns men wherever required. General Heintzelman can 
get from the Governors of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois a militia organi- 
zation that -will deter the discontented from committing any overt act. 
I hope the President will call on Governors of States to organize 
thoroughly to preserve the peace until after the election. 

G. S. GEAOT, 
Lieictenant- General 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Atigust 15j 1864 — 11,80 a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

All quiet on the lines. The Fifth Corps in reserve on the left, ready 
for movement. No indications of any movement on enemy’s part, hut 
seen that camps iireviously reported taken up are this morning reoccu- 
pied. Dispatch from signal officer sent herewith. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Oene7-al 


[Inclosure ] 

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nad Department, 

August 15j 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

GMeJ' of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following reports just 
received : 


Atmosphere clear, 
hrigadcs. 


Plank Road Station, 

August 15, 1864 — 9,30 a, m. 

Camps rei)orted reoccii2)ied this a. m. ; contain about two 

FULTON, 

Sergeant, 


Fifth Corps Station, 

August 15, 1864—9.40 a. m. 

' No change visible. A small fatigue party of enemy in first line to right of Chim- 
neys. Squads of enemy on i>arapet seem to watch our line very attonti veh*. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 


I ain, geueraJ, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
By order : 


W. S. STEYKEK, 

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, JJ. S. Army. 


City Point, Va,, August 15, 1864—8.30 p. m. 

(Eecei /cd 6.15 a. in. ITtli.) 

Col. W. Hoffman, 

Commissary-General of Prisoners : 

You need not move any more prisoners from Point Lookout so long 
as you deem them safe there. 

H. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Gen'Cral. 
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City Point, Augmt 15, 1864. 

General Williams: 

I ani informed by Colonel Batchelder that lie lias been apjiointed chief 
quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac. It struck me with surprise, 
inasmuch as I had calculated on being attached to your army so long 
as the general commanding wished my services, and inasmuch as I had 
not expected any change. I had in no manner sought for the change. 
I had served under General Meade with great pride and cheerfulness 
to myself, and I hoped to his satisfaction. I sincerely wish him and the 
Army of the Potomac the greatest possible success. 

EUFUS INTGALLS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 15, 1864 — 3.30 p. m. 

General E. Inoalls, 

City Point: 

Your dispatch of this date in relation to the assignment of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Batchelder as chief quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac 
has been laid before the commanding general. The commanding gen- 
eral has received no official information touching the status of yourself 
and Colonel Batchelder, as defined in the orders that were issued at the 
time you left for City Point to assume the duties of chief quartermaster 
of the armies operating against Eichmond, in addition to those of chief 
quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, other than is contained in 
a letter Colonel Batchelder has recently received from the War Depart- 
ment, assigning him to duty as chief quartermaster of the Army of the 
Potomac, The action of the War Dei^artment has been taken without 
the knowledge of the commanding general, and withoxit any reference 
of the matter to him, and he supposes the object of the assignment to 
be to give Colonel Batchelder the rank and pay of colonel during your 
temporary absence from these headquarters. I am directed to add that 
you have at all times discharged the duties of chief quartermaster of 
this army to the entire satisfaction of the commanding general, and 
that if you have been for the time being transferred to another sphere 
of duty the transfer has been made without any action on his part. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


City Point, August 15, 1864. 

(Eeceived 1 a. m. 16th.) 

John 0. Babcock: 

We have here five citizens, eleven reftigees, and twenty-four prison- 
ers.of war taken to-day and yesterday by Second Corps. The latter are 
mainly from Law^s and Anderson’s brigades, of Field’s division, the 
whole of which is in front of our lines at Deep Bottom. They do not 
know of any other infantry being there when they were taken, but 
know of two brigades of Wilcox’s division being at Chaffin’s farm three 
days ago. Wickham’s brigade of cavalry and perhaps the most of Fitz 
Lee’s ffivision crossed to the north side of the James night before last. 
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Gary^s brigade (cavalry) is also there. Eefugees left Richmond Satur- 
day evening, and say that infantry and cavalry went to Eaiiy Thursday 
and Friday nights last. This is certain, and I think the infantry was 
Wilcox’s division or a part of it, though one heard General Heth’s name 
mentioned. The prisoners taken by the Tenth Corps (seven) are also 
jErom Field’s division. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel, 


Signal Station at Ricketts’ Battery, 

August 15, 1864 — 10 a, m. 

Captain Taylor, 

Signal Officer: 

The enemy have been shelling our skirmish line on this front. A 
column of about 300 of the enemy’s infantry have just passed behind 
their intrenehments moving to the right (our right) entering the woods 
and preventing further observation. Another line of about 200 have 
moved uj) from the left and are now lying behind their works. 

' NTEEL, 

Signal Officer, 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

August 15, 1864 — 3.80 p. ni. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

About 1,500 infantry moved into town fi?omthe southwest about 2.45 
this p. m., accompanied by two wagons. Owing to fog over the city 
' could not trace them out. There was some dust seen afterward in 
streets, but the air was too thick for observation. 

A. C. JORDAIir. 


Jordan’s House Station, 

August 15, 1864 — 5 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet on this front. The battery reported August 6 to be in rear 
of Whitehead’s is not visible to-day. I send the following rebel message 
from 114: 

Colonel Brent, 

Assistant AdjutanUG-meral : 

One large full regiment of ten companies drilling in open space to our left of Cobble. 
One gun-boat above pontoon and one off Point of Rocks. There is no camp in open 
space to our left of Cobb^s ; there is not a tent visible. The shelter erected lately 
for horses is in a dilapidated condition. 

ROONEY, 

Sergeant. 

T. R. CLARK, 

Signal Officer, 
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Hdqrs. Army oe the Potomac, Sional Department, 

A'ligiist 15, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The follo^vTng dispatch received from the plank road sta- 
tion: 

Camps re-established north-northwest from station, but to what extent I can’t tell, 
as the atmosphere is unfavorable for observation. All quiet. 

FULTON. 

He refers to the camps that disappeared the night after the Second 
Corps moved. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States, 

No. 74.^ j City Point, A^lg^^st 15, 1864. 

ii- * 

II. A board of officers is hereby appointed to meet at City Point, on 
Tuesday, the IGth day of August, 1864, to investigate the cause and 
circumstances attending the explosion of ordnance stores at City 
Point, Ya., on the 9th instant. Detail for the board : Lieut. Col. Horace 
Porter, aide-de-camp; Capt. D. D. Wiley, commissary of subsistence; 
Capt. H. B. Blood, assistant quartermaster. 

«:***##* 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


. Headquarters Second Corps, 

Atigttst 15, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I sent in this morning about tv^enty prisoners taken by the cavalry, 
including eleven refugees. These refugees left Richmond on Saturday 
night. They say a large number of cavalry went north, and many 
other troops, but they do not know definitely what force. I have 
ordered them sent to City Point, where they can be questioned. A 
prisoner was captured this morning from the Thirteenth South Caro- 
lina, which makes the second man captured from McGowan’s brigade, 
being of different regiments. This latter man says that four brigades 
of Wilcox’s division are in front of General Foster’s old position. I 
have no positive evidence of the fact. General Bfrney, with a part of 
General Mott’s division, is feeling for the enemy’s left, or a place where 
we (ian attack. If we find such a place I shall attack with heavy foi'ce 
in the hope of clearing them out. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Mc^or-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

At(gnst 15, 1864, (Received 1.30 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

General Birney’s captures yesterday were fotir S-inch sea-coast how- 
itzers; three of them are entirely removed and the fourth partly 
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taken off, but tbe trail is broken. I don’t know that any more will be 
gotten olf. General Gregg lias found the enemy intrenched on the 
Charles City road at White’s house. Their people came out of their 
intrenchments and attacked, but I do not think they have much strength 
there. 1 expect to feel along with my infantry to the Charles City 
Cross-Eoad, if I do not sooner find a place to attack. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


HEADQUAItTEES SECOND ARMY OORPS, 
AnguU 15^ 186i — 1.30 p. m. (Eeceivcd 3.20 p. in.) 

General Grant: 

General Gregg says that the enemy are making a spirited attack 
upon him down the Charles City road. They drove him out of the 
intrenchments he took from them yesterday. He has taten a iirisoner, 
who says that there was a large force of cavalry, with infantry, on that 
road this morning, six miles this side of Eichmond. General Gregg 
thinks that Hampton has joined. We have no positive evidence of it. 
My brigade of infantry that went from the Central road to strike the 
Charles City road met the enemy very soon, supposed to be infantry, 
and repulsed them. Another brigade has been added to it, and Gen- 
eral Birney will attack them very soon. A knapsack was fished u]) 
this morning during the cavalry fight marked Thirteenth Georgia, Wil- 
cox’s division, and ^so, I think, Hagan’s IHagood’s] brigade. 

WlNP’l) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


City Point, Va., A\ig%ist IS, 186 i — 3.30 p. m. 
Major-General Hancock: 

A boat to take youi* sick and wounded will be sent immediately. 
General Grant is on his way to your headquarters. 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Asshtant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 15, ISOd. 

General Grant: 

I have just taken a staff officer of General Barringer, commanding 
brigade of cavalry in W. H. E. Lee’s division. The command came 
over, I don’t know in what strength, last night. Have also captured 
a private of Third Division Cavalry, and an officer of the Forty-eighth 
Alabama. I am sending some infantry to strike the Charles (Jity road 
to take this cavalry in flank,* am also sending some infantry to Gregg 
to the junction of the Charles City road with the Long Bridge. Gen- 
eral Birney is also feeling around the enemy’s right of where Barlow 
attacked yesterday. 

WHNF’D S. HANCOCK. 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 
August 15j 186d. (Eeceived 5.45 p. m.) 

General Grant: 

A prisoner just sent in reports that his division of cavalry, W. H, P. 
Lee^s, arrived here this morning, having lett Eeams^ Station at 11 a. m. 
yesterday— Barringer’s, Chambliss’, and Hearing’s brigades. We have 
forced the enemy back beyond the cross-roads on the Charles City road, 
but so far only to the intreiichments occupied by Gregg early this 
morning. The enemy’s works appear well filled. General Birney is 
still operating between the Central and Charles City roads, and if he 
finds a weak place a strong attack will be made. 1 expect to hear 
of it before long. 

W. S. HAITCOOK, 

Major- General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Secoio) Army Corps, 

August 15^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Your dispatches received. I am much obliged to you for the appoint- 
ment of brigadier-general in the Eegiilar Army. I am also obliged to 
you for being so anxious to-day, for I am not satisfied with our progress 
here 

W. S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

A-Ugust 15^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Eveiything is quiet here. General Birney did not attack to-night, 
not having encountered the enemy’s skixanishers until about dark. He 
lost thirty or forty men, the greater number colored, in his observations. 
I have ordered a movement on the Charles City road, under General 
Miles, at daylight. General Birney will also move toward the Central 
road at the same hour, prepared to make a heavy attack if possible. 
The cavalry will operate on the Charles City road and to the right. 
General Gregg captured a few prisoners this evening, all from W. H. F. 
Leo’s division. I have no evidence indicating any greater strength 
than before. 

W. S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
August id, 1864. (Eeceived 11.20 p. m.) 

Gen. B. P. Butler: 

General : There is nothing new here. I am well out on the Charles 
City and Central roads. The day has been consumed in affairs with 
cavalry and in reconnaissance. To-morrow morning at daylight I hope 
to commence more serious work. 

W. S HANCOCK, 

Major-General 
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Orders.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aiigiist 15^ 1864, 

The following movements of ti'oops of this command are ordered for 
to-morrow: 

1. At 4 a. m. General Miles, with his brigade, will move out to the 
position held to-day by one of General Birney^s brigades near tlie 
Charles City road, and make a reconnaissance of the eiiemy^s position, 
attacking with his brigade, if in the opinion of General Miles the attack 
will succeed. 

2. General Gregg, commanding cavalry division, will advance up 
the Charles City road at 4 a. m. and endeavor to turn the left of the 
enemy’s position on that road^while General Miles is operating in front. 
General Gregg and General Miles will consult as to operations here. 
General Gregg will send a squadron to report at 4 a. m. directly to 
General Miles. 

3. At daylight General Birney will continue the execution of the 
orders of yesterday to turn the enemy’s left between the Central and 
Charles City roads if practicable, or, failing in this, to attack the 
enemy’s line, if his reconnaissance gives a reasonable assurance of 
success. 

4. General Mott, Third Division; General Barlow, First Division, and 
Colonel Smyth, Second Division, will hold their commands in readiness 
to move instantly to the support of their own lines or elsewhere. Tlie 
troops must be kept in their camps. Their skirmishers must be kept 
active during the day and have the enemy in their front closely 
watched. 

5. The men will be under arms and camp struck at daylight. Com- 
manders will see that all wagons not allowed by existing orders are 
sent to the river during the night. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

FEAN-CIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Brig. Gen. G. Mott, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Ang\ist 16, 1864, 


Commanding Third JDmsion : 


General: The major-general commanding directs that one of your 
brigades, either De Trobriand’s or Madill’s, be reported at once to 
Major-General Birney to form a part of his force during the operations 
of the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAFTCIS A. WALKEE, 
As^Histant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 15, 1864, 

Colonel McAllister: 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that you put a regiment 
under a good commander into the point of woods nearest the bridge- 
head. The regiment will put out camp guards in the direction of Mah 
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vern Hill and to tlie front. Our cavalry now covers tlie entire front, 
but the regiment is placed there to hold the woods if the cavalry should 
be driven in. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHljr HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Pipth Army Corps, 
Angust 15,, 1861, (Eeceived 9.20 a. m.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front last night. 
My troops were relieved by Major-General Parke, commanding the 
Ninth Cor])a, last night and early this morning, General Potter reliev- 
ing General Griffin’s line and General Perrero that of General Craw- 
ford. 

G. K. WAEREN, 
Major-General,, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Atigust 15,, 1864 — 10 a, m. 


Major-General Warren: 

The major-general commanding desires to know the position in which 
you have placed your troops. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktaff. 


Headquarters Pipth Corps, 

August 15y 1804, (Eeceived 10.10 a. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Cutler’s division is near General Hancock’s old headquarters; 
Griffin’s is near his own headquarters. Ayi^es and Crawford are about 
on a line between the two, Cutler and Griffin. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 


Circular, ) Headquarters Pipth Army Corps, 

No. 103. ) August 15,, 1864, 

The cori^s being now in reserve, division commanders and the com- 
mander of the Artillery Brigade will hold their commands in readiness 
to move at very short notice. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

, PEED. T. LOCKE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1864* 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to withdraw 
the Maryland Brigade back near your own headquarters. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

’ FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Ass istant Adjutmt- OeneraJ. 


irEADQ>UARTERS ArMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 15, 1864 — 10 a, m* 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Gorins : 

The major-general eommauding desires you to report the distribution 
you have made of your troops in the intrenchments now held by your 
corps. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1861 — 1^ m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Potter’s (Second) division, 2,300 men, relieved General Griffin, 
and holds the line from right of line formerly held by Fifth Corps to the 
plank road. Eleven hundred men of General Ferrero’s division (colored) 
occupy large redoubt, 250 men occui>y redoubt south of Chieves’ house, 
250 in rear of Fort Tilton, and 200 in redoubt near large mortar battery. 
General White’s division, 1,500 men, relieved General Crawford, and 
occupy the skirmish line extending from General Potter’s left around in 
front of the two square redoubts. General Willcox, with one brigade, 
colored troops, holds the line formerly occupied by Mnth Corps as far 
to the right as the mine, where they join the Eighteenth Corps. Yom' 
disi)atch of 10 a. m. just received on my leturn from the line. 

JKO. G. PARKE, 

Major- Genera 1, Comm an d ing. 


Headquarters Artillery Ninth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. B. Potter, 

Commanding Second Division, Ninth Army Corps: 

General: Three batteries have reported to me this morning. 1 
have ordered two — Dorsey’s (Ohio) and Rhodes’ (Rhode Island) — ^to 
report to you. 

I am, general, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

J. ALBERT MONROE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Artillery. 
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Headquarters JSFinth Army Corps, 

August 15^ 1864. 

Greneral PoTtER, 

Gommcmdlng Second Dimsion: 

General : The batteries sent you were not intended to be put in 
position unless they should be required. The heavy rain i)revented 
Colonel Monroe visiting the line this evening, indicating to you the 
positions of the batteries on your front. 

Very resiiectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

JOHN G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1864. 

Capt. E. A. Hutchins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

1 have the honor to report that Colonel Humphrey’s brigade relieved 
the brigade of General llartranft during the night, connecting on the 
right with the Eighteenth Corps. Captain Eoemer reports only few 
rebels seen on the line this morning. I shall keep vigilant watch dur- 
ing the day. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


AuauST 15, 18C4 — 10.40 a. m. 

Captain Hutchins: 

Captain Eoemer having reported a material diminution of the rebels 
in our front, I sent Lieutenant Brackett to Eoemer’s battery with a 
glass. Lieutenant Brackett has just returned, and says he does not 
perceive any difference in the number usually visible. Colonel Hum- 
phrey, who went on the line last night after having been off a week, 
makes the same observation, so that 1 think reports of the rebel works 
being thinned out should be taken with caution. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. , 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1864. 

Capt. Eobbrt a. Hutchins, 

Assistam,t Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report less firing of every description than usual 
to-day in my front. The rain this afternoon damaged the breast-works 
somewhat, but they are being speedily repaired. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- GeneraL 
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HEADQrABTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

August 15^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General GreGtCt, 

Gommanding Cavalry Division: 

General : Tlie major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that General Ingalls will have forage at this point for your command 
to-day. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ® ^ FEANOIS A. WALKEE, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquaetees Cavalet, Aemt of the Potomac, 

August 15, 1864 — 8 a. m. (Eeceived 9.16 a. m.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

Geneeal: We are getting along and driving tlie enemy on tlie 
Cliarles City road. Itliink my advance is wthin a mile of White’s 
Tavern. I have the body of General Chambliss, killed a few minutes 
ago. I am having some loss, but not very considerable. 

Tours, respectfully, 

D, MoM. GEBGG, 
Brigadier- Qeneralj Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry, Army op the Potomac, 

August lo, 1864. (Eeceived 1.15 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock: 

General: The enemy are making a spirited advance, but are held 
by one of my brigades dismounted. I have two regiments at the inter- 
section of the Charles City, Hew Market, and Quaker roads. This 
force finds the enemy on the Charles City road in their front. I think 
Hampton^s division of cavalry has arrived. A prisoner, whom I for- 
warded, told me that a large force of cavalry, which he believed to be 
Hampton’s, was on the Charles City road about six miles from Eich- 
mond, and that infantry was at the same point. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General of Vohmteers. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 15y 1864. 

General GREaa: 

The following, just received from Genei'al Birney, is communicated 
for your information: 

I have just returned from a reconnaissance. Have attacked the enemy’s cavalry 
on the lei*t of Gregg’s brigade in flank and am driving them. Have ordered Avery’s 
cavalry also to attack. I am driving them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAHCIS A. WALKBE,' 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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llEAUQUARTEES SECOND AEMY COEPS, 

Augmt 15^ 186L 

General GREoa, 

Commanding^ &g, : 

General Hancock directs me to advise you tliat General Birney lias 
sent a brigade, under conduct of Oaiitain Briscoe, aide-de-camp, to try 
to strike tbe Charles City road from the Central. The major-general 
commanding has sent you a brigade of infantry, v^ell commanded, to 
be followed by more if necessary. 

Your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oejieral, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 15j 186L 

General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Second Dimsion Cavalry : 

General: I wish you would be careful that the enemy do not 
deceive you with dismounted cavalry. If that brigade gets to the 
Charles City road I wish you would press forward so as to relieve 
them, as I wish General Birney to make an attack as soon as he*caii 
find a hole in their lines. I therefore desire that you should press the 
enemy well back on the Charles City road, looking out well at the same 


time for your ri. 
your dismounte* 


ht. I have since received your dispatch stating that 
cavalry have the Charles City road. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

August 15 y 1864. 

Colonel Stedman, 

Commanding Mrst Brigade: 

Colonel: The enemy^s infantry have attacked Colonel Gregg^s 
pickets in force. I send you this information for your guidance. The 
general has not yet returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ ’ G. TAYLOE, 

Major and Division Inspector. 


Hbadqtjabtbks Second Bkioadb, 

August 15, 1861—3.10 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Geeog: 

GeneeaIi: a prisoner ■from W. H. Pitzhugh Lee^s division just 
brought ill. They crossed the James this morning at daylighh The 
Eighth and Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, in connection with the 
infantry, are driving them, and are now nearly to Deep Greek. 
Veryrespeotfony. 

Colonely Commanding Brigade. 
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Lieutenant-General Grant: 


Aug-XJST 15, 1864 — ^9 a. m. 


My pickets at Dutch Gap report trains running all night from Peters- 
burg to a point just above them, and there stopping and whistling, 
probably at Chaffin’s farm. Signal officer at Spring Hill reports two 
trains have passed from Petersburg and two toward Petersburg, the 
last loaded with commissary stores. At 9 a. m. a regiment of cavalry 
has just passed J unction toward Eichmond. Birney reports that his six 
guns turn out to be four S-inch howitzers 5 also that he is ordered to 
make an assault on the right of Hancock this morning. Pretty far 
round from left to right. 

BENTJ. E. BUTLEE, 

Major- General, 


City Point, August 15^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

Did Birney secure the guns reported, or arc they on ground that can- 
not be reached by either party? 

TT. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


General Grant: 

The following is answer to my inquiry about guns taken by General 
Biimey yesterday: 

Deep Bottom, August 15 ^ 1864. 

General Butler: 

I learned ftom an artillery lieutenant at 11 a. m. to-clay that three were scoured 
and the fourth not, for want of carriage. This officer was sent by General Hancock 
to secure the fourth. None have boon delivered to me. The enemy had re-estab- 
lished his picket-line and had shelled the woods in my ffiont. I could not get the 
lourth gun without a tight. 

WM. B. WOOSTER, 

Colonel Tice^ity-ninflb Conneciiout Volunteers. 

B. E. BUTLEE. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Augtist 15^ 1864 — 1,50 m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

General: I have just returned from a reconnaissance. Have at- 
tacked the enemy’s cavalry on the left of Gregg’s brigade in flank and 
am driving them. Have ordered Avery’s cavalry also to attack. I am 
driving them, 

D. B. BIENTEY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15y 1864 — 2.10 jp. m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

Do you desire me to mass and attack? I am apprehensive that if I 
attempt to envelop the enemy the force on my right and rear may take 
me in reverse. 

D. B. BIENET, 

Major-General. 

I am driving the enemy’s skirmishers on my right toward Charles 
City Court-House road. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15y 1864 — 2.30 i;. m. 

[General Hancock:] 

My brigade has advanced v^ithin half a mile of Charles City road, 
driving the enemy, which they report to be mounted infantry. 1 have 
ordered them to halt at Charles City Cross-Eoad and await orders. 
Avery covers their left. Have you any orders ? 

D. B. BIEiTEY, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Gregg at 3.15 p. in.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 15^ 1864, 

Major-General Birney: 

General : I have sent Colonel Morgan to you to express my views* 
After yon reach the Charles City road, if there is no engagement there, 
that brigade might be slowly withdrawn sufficiently to cover your 
right without being endangered, leaving the cavalry to protect the 
rear. I then wish you to continue your reconnaissance to the right of 
where Barlow attacked, to see if you can find a suitable place to 
attack, and, if so, before evening, I would like to make a strong attack 
and will give you more troops if necessary. It is important to make 
an advance or to ascertain that the enemy is in such force that we can- 
not, or to oblige them to re-enforce. You can be backed up as strongly 
as you wish. If you find a favorable point and want more men let me 
know. General Miles will now feel out to project the right flank of 
that brigade which has gone to the front as well as your own right, and 
to attack the enemy if eitsher are threatened. 

Eespectfully, 

W. S. HAHCOCK, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15^ 186 i — 3,25 $, m, 

Major-General Hancock: 

Brigadier-General Birney is now moving with a brigade to attack to 
the rignt of my position, to be supported by all my force if necessary. 
When ho drives the enemy to their line of works we can judge of the 
feasibility of an assault. My other division vdU move to the right and 
occupy the ground that he leaves, so that General Barlow must look 
out for his right. I may use the brigade of infantry that relieved Gregg 
from the attack. 

Eespectfully, 

1). B. BIEHBY, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 15y 1864 — 6,40 jg, m, (Eeceived 7.45.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

A reconnaissance in force sent out has met the enemy’s skirmish line. 
As it is too far to my right and the woods too defise and close to favor 
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a night attack, I mil postpone it until morning. I will make a vigorous 
one at daylight with your permission. We have driven the enemy’s 
skirmishers back, but as yet have found no intrenchments. 

13. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Captain Briscoe: 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15^ 1864 — 3.55 jg. on. 


Brigadier-General Birney is on the point of attacking on your left. 
If you are not pressed by the enemy move back and report to him. It 
there is any enemy in your immediate front attack them. You need 
have no fear for your left flank. 

By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
is ta )it A d } u ta nt- Genera I. 


Headquarters 

Captain Briscoe: 

Bring back your command to the line. 
By order of Major-General Birney: 


Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15^ 1864. 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15j 1864—1.10 p. on. 

Major-General Hancock hopes we will be able to capture a few pris 
oners in order to get information. If any are taken, send rhem here 
immediately. 

By order of Major-General Biimey: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- Geoieral. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15j 1861. 

Cover your hue with your own skirmishers, and look out for both 
your flanks. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjoitanf- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15, 1864—6.30 p. on. 

Division commanders will see that their lines are well jiicketcd dur- 
ing the night and that the line is connected along its whole extent. 

By order of Major-General Birney . 

^ ED. W. SMITH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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IIeadquarterb Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15 j 1864, 

Brig, Gen. O. S. Ferry: 

General: You can reduce tlie picket-line in front of Port Wal- 
thall seventy-five men and on Mill road twenty-five men. With this 
reduction can you do the picket duty with your force? I am unable to 
get any more white men and I do not like to send out colored. Over 
one-half of my force was on picket yesterday and last night. 
Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. W. TUPtNER, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division, 

[Indoisement ] 


Respectfully returned. 

I can picket the Port Walthall and Mill load lines. 

O. S. FERRY, 

Br igad ier- Genera L 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 15 j 1864 — 3.50 }p. m. 

Brig. Gen. William Birney: 

Make the movement heretofore indicated with as little delay as pos- 
sible. 

By order of Maj, Gen. D. B. Birney: 

ED, W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Deep Bottom, August 15^ 1864. 

(Received 1.30 p, m.) 

Major-General Butler; 

I have the honor to report the arrival at this headquarters of Major 
Torrance with the remaining three companies of the Twenty-ninth 
Connecticut Volunteers. 

W. B. WOOSTER, 

Colonel Twenty-ninth Connectieut Volunteers^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 15y 1864. 

Brig, Gen, J. B, Carr: 

I am instructed by the major-general commanding to direct you to 
repair the railroad bridge, which has been damaged by the flood, so 
that trooj)S can safely pass over. For this purpose you will make the 
necessary details. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODORE READ, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


14 R R— VOL XLH, PT II 
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• Headquarters District of jN’orth Carolina, 

Neio Berne^ N. 0., Anguat 15 j 1864. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 

Comdg. Bejgt. of Virginia and North Carolina^ Fort Monroe^ Ya. : 

General : It is my impression that we can worry the blockade-run- 
ners a good deal by f)lacing torpedoes in that channel that runs down 
the shore into Wilmington harbor. Lieutenant King, the engineer 
officer, has said he would bring the matter before you, and if he returns 
to this place, if you see no objection to it, I will have the torpedoes 
prepared. I would prefer to place them in position with the force we 
have, not calling upon the navy for any assistance. It is possible I do 
not judge correctly, but I have sometimes doubted whether these gen- 
tlemen who command the blockading vessels really wish that harbor 
closed. A gTeat deal of money is made there in prize money. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. K. PALMEli, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., August 16, 1864. 

(Eeceived 8 x). m. 18th.) 

Major-General Halleck, 

^Vashington^ J). 0 . : 

The fighting north of the river to-day has resulted favorably for us, 
so far as it has gone 5 but there have been no decisive results. The 
enemy have been driven back somewhat from their position of this 
morning, with a considerable loss in killed and wounded and about 
400 prisoners left in our hands. Two brigadier-generals (Chambliss 
and Girardey) were killed and their bodies left in our hands. We also 
have quite a number of wounded prisoners. I have relieved the Fifth 
Corps from the trenches, and have it ready to march around Peters- 
burg if the enemy can be induced to throw troops enough north of the 
James to justify it. Since moving north of the river our losses will 
probably reach near 1,000 in killed and wounded; very many, however, 
only slightly wounded, owing to so much of the fighting taking place 
in thick woods. The enemy have lost about as many that have fallen 
into our hands. 

IJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Axigust 16, 1861 — 11 a. m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant: 


Ko reports have been received from corps commanders or signal offi- 
cers indicating any movement or change in the enemy^s position in my 
front, except a part of the Kinth Corps, where it is reported the enemy 
have relieved the force in their trenches, but not diminished it. 
The appearance of Wright’s brigade, Mahone’s division, in front of 
Hancock, confirms the previous statement of deserters that on Satur- 
day last two brigades of Mahone’s division were withdrawn and placed 
in reserve in the rear, 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Arhy of the Potomac, 

Augxist IGy 1864 — 1^ m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


The following just received from provost-marshal-general’s depart- 
ment is forwarded: 


Wo believe that two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, of Mahone's division, moved 
from the enemy’s extreme right day before yesterday at 2 p. m. ; that the three re- 
maining brigades of Mahone, with Heth’s division and Beauregard’s two divisions, 
are stiU in our front. 


One of Kautz’s men taken prisoner escaped from the enemy last 
night. He says he was on the Eichmond and Petersburg Eailroad be- 
tween Petersburg and Swift Eun when the two brigades of Mahone’s 
division marched up and took the cars for a station near Drewry’s 
Bluff. 


GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Va., August 16, 1864—6.30 p. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, dee. : 

It seems from General Hancock’s dispatches that a part of Hills 
corps is north of the James. If the enemy reduce again to three 
divisions at Petersburg it will be advisable to move Warren on to the 
Weldon road at least, and farther if it should then appear advisable. 
The enemy would necessarily have to keep a good part of Beauregard’s 
force to confront the two corps that would still be left. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 7.45 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Until this p. m. there were no indications of movements. I reported 
this morning that deserters who came in last night said we had in our 
front three brigades of Mahone’s division and all of Heth’s division, 
both of Hill’s corps, besides Beauregard’s forces. The two remaining 
brigades of Mahone, Wright and Perrin, they said, had been with- 
drawn and were in the rear. Hancock has taken prisoners from 
Wright, and I have no doubt Perrin is also in his front, but that is aU 
of Hill that has left us as far as we know. Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s, 
is and has been there for some time. I send a report* frum the signal 
station on the plank road, just received, which would seem to indicate 
a further movement, though it is very indefinite. If you think it ad- 
visable on this information to move Warren, I will give him orders to 
move at early daylight, or before, and to attack at the lead-works or 
where the Weldon railroad enters the line of works. I do not think 
myself he will have much chance of success unless we get more defi- 
nite information of the enemy having sent away more troops than we 
have now. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


See Fulton to Fisher, 7.20 p. ni., p. 214. 
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City Point, Va., August 16 , 1861 — lU p . m . 

Major-General Meade: 

From here it sounds as if there was Ijeavy musketry firing on your 
front. Is it so? Is it not probable that the movement of the enemy 
toward his right this evening was in anticipation of a flank movement 
by you? 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


OiTA' Point, Va., August 16, 1861 — 10.15 p. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding , & c . : 

Your dispatch of 7.45 just received. I would not move Warren until 
we are assured of further movements of the enemy. 1 think the changes 
reported by the signal officer on the plank road either indicate an in- 
tention to attack you or is in anticipation of a flank movement to our 
left. 

U. 8. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headqtjauters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 10.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : . 

There is no musketry firing on my front, except the usual picket-firing. 
The movement of the enemy reported is, 1 think, undoubtedly a weaken- 
ing of his extreme right, probably with a view of re-enforcing to the 
north of the James. The question with me was whether he had so 
weakened himself as to render an attack by Warren likely to be fol- 
lowed by any material advantages, because, so long as he holds his pres- 
ent lines we cannot do anything to assist Warren’s movements. I am 
waiting to have your views. Warren has been ordered to be ready to 
move at 3 a. m., but the final order has not yet been sent. Just as I 
had completed the foregoing, your dispatch of 10.15 arrived. I hardly 
think the enemy will attack, but his movement is either to prepare for 
a flank movement on my part as you surmise, or else it is to re-enforce 
to the north of the James. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

3Iajor- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Peovost-Marshae-Geneeal’s Department, 

^ , rr August 16, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


Generad. The following deserters have just been forwarded: Two 
from the Eighth Florida, came in at 6.30 p. m. 15th instant: one from 
the Tenth Florida, came in at 3 a. m. 16th instant: one from the Forty- 
eighth Mississippi, came in at 6 p. m. 15th instant ; one from the Si.\ty-tirst 
Virginia, came in at A30 a. m. 16th instant. They are all from Mahone’s 
ffivision, of A. P. Hill’s corps, and represent WeisigePs, Hams’, and 
Finegan’s brigades. They state that all of Mahone’s division is in our 
front excepting two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, ^hiah they think 
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moved to Brewry’s Bluff at 2 p. m. day before yesterday. Cannot say 
whether all of Heth’s division is in our front or not. Davis^ brigade, 
of Heth^s division, was on the right of his (Heth^s) division yesterday. 
The following telegram has been received fi:om Colonel Sharpe: 

City Point, August 16, 1864. 

J. C. Babcock: 

Our cavalry took prisoners this a. m. from Eitz Lee^s division; Chambliss killed; 
his body in our hands; light on Charles City road two milCvS of White’s Tavern. 
lh*isoners taken this a. m. by Tenth Corps report Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’.s divis- 
ion, and Lane’s brigade, of Wilcox’s division, on General Birney’s front; supposed 
they came over last night. Negro rofngce from Richmond says he worked there in a 
shop where they were making fans to veniil.iti: mines; that fifteen were to be made, 
and five were done when he left; that some days ago a gang of forty negroes were 
sent from Richmond to work in mines at Petersburg. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 

We believe the two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, of Mabone’s 
division, to have moved fi?om the enemy’s extreme right day before yes- 
terday at 2 p. m.; that Heth’s division and the two divisions of Beau- 
regard remain here as usual. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. BABCOCK. 


City Point, August 16, 1864. 

J. 0. Babcock, Seadguarters Army of the J^otomac: 

I refer to W. H. P. Lee’s division as having crossed to the north side 
of the James — ^the one in which Chambliss, who was killed this morn- 
ing, and Barringer, were brigade commanders. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters Arky of the Potomac, 

Axig%ist 16, 1864. 

Colonel Sharpe, City Point : 

Deserters from three different brigades of Mahone’s division received 
this a. m. report that Wright’s and Perrin’s brigades moved to Drew- 
ry’s Bluff day before yesterday at 2 p. m. As far as they know Heth’s 
division remained unchanged, though we only hear from Davis’ bri- 
gade, which is on the right of the division. 

J. 0. BABCOCK. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 16, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following report just 
received firom the signal station near Fifth Corps headquarters : 


No movement. No working parties seen, 
quiet. 


Enemy hauling logs to front. AH 

WARTS, 

LieutetianU 


The other stations report no changes. 

By order: 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKER, 

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army., 
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Hdqrs. Akmy of thf Potomac, Sicnal Department, 

A^igust l€y 1864, 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: I have tlie lionor to forward the following, just received 
from the station near the i)lank road: 


August 16—5 p. m. 

Camps that were re-established in woods west-northwest from this station again 
broken up and force apparently moving to the left but not appearing on line of 
Weldon railroad. Troops in fortifications in our front also relieved and moving in 
same direction. 

FULTON, 

Sergeaiii. 


By order: 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKER, 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps, 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 16 y 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The evening report from the station near the Gibbon 
house has just been received and is respectfully forwarded: 

August 16, 1864—6.30 p. m. 

A train of box-cars appeared to-day on the Petersburg and Richmond Railroad, 
about one mile out of the city. Nothing unusual has been noticed in enemy^s lines 
to-day. Work progi*essmg all day on fort. The camp reported removed from that 
locality has reappeared. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant, 

By order: 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STRYKER, 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps. 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

August 16y 1864 — 7.20 p, m, 

Maj. B. E. Fisher: 

Gamps broken up in woods in rear of front lin^ commencing from 
Gregory's house and extending left about a mile. The force in works 
were relieved by an equally strong force. Don^t think front line weak- 
ened. Enemy active hauling logs and improving works, 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
August 16y 1864 — 6.30 a, m, (Received 10.40.) 
Major-General Hancock, ^ 

Commanding : 

General ; General Miles has arrived at the Charles City road and 
connected with Col. Irvin Gregg at the point where the Charles City 
road crosses the ravine of Deep Creek. Colonel Gregg says there is 
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but very little water in the ravine. Colonel Grre^>‘g is now moving for- 
ward to attack tbe enemy’s cavalry, wbicli can be seen on the other 
side of the ravine. General INfiles is also moving forward to assist in 
the attack, with two regiments deployed as skirmishers; has the rest 
of his command ready to go forward if required. I will write and let 
you know the result as soon as possible. General Miles is on left of 
Charles City road, and Colonel Gregg on the right of it. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquaetebs Second Corps, 

Deep Creelc^ August 10^ 186i — 7.15 a. m, (Eeceived 8.15.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding: 

General : General Gregg’s cavalry and General Miles’ skirmishers 
have crossed Deep'Oreek, driving the enemy before them in the direc- 
tion of White’s Tavern, which is about two miles from this point. 
General Gregg is here. He thinks we can go forward as far, xmobably, 
as White’s Tavern. I will keep you informed of our progress. There 
is no firing at this moment. The enemy appear to be falling back 
rapidly and our trooirs are advancing. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and Aide-de-Oamp. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864. 

General Grant: 

A brigadier-general, supposed to be Brigadier-General Girardey, is , 
dead within our lines. So reports my chief of staff. Girardey com- 
mands that brigade of General Wright’s, who is on leave. 

WINF’D S. HA^IOOCE, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
Augiist 16, 1864 — 8.15 a. m. (Eeceived 9.15 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 

General: Generals Gregg and Miles are advancing, with sharp 
skirmishing. We are now about one mile from White’s Tavern, on 
Charles City road. Have not met enemy’s infantry yet. We have 
killed Brigadier-General Chambliss, of the rebel service. His body is 
in our possession. 

I am, general, your obedient servant,* 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 

The prisoners are from W. H, F. Lee’s division. 
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Headquabtebs Second Abmy Cobps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 8.15 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Gbant: 

There is as yet nothing important to note. Generals Miles and 
Gregg are advancing up the Charles City road. The enemy were driven 
from behind Deep Creek and are falling back toward White’s Tavern. 
I do not think I will push the reconnaissance much farther than White’s 
Tavern until I hear from General Eirney, who has swung into the left 
and is advancing toward the Central road. He reports a line of the 
enemy’s works well filled, and is moving to the right to see if he can 
turn the flank. He will attack if there is a good opening. Tlie 
enemy’s lines along the heights behind Bailey’s Creek appear about as 
yesterday. 

WlhTF’D S. HAl^OOOK, 

Major-GeneraL 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquabtebs Second Abmy Cobps, 

August 16, 1864 — 9.10 a. m. 

General Meade: 

At 8 a. m. our troops on Charles City road were driving the enemy, 
our advance being within one mile of White’s Tavern. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Chambliss was killed and his body fell into our hands. Our loss is 
not considerable yet. Colonel Gregg is wounded, but not seriously. 

WlhTP’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


General Gb ant : 


Headqdabtebs Second Abmy Cobps, 

August 16, 1861, 


One prisoner from Sanders’ brigade reports that the other brigades 
of Mahone’s division were ready to come. General Gregg found a valu- 
able map on General Chambliss’ body, which I will send you when it 
comes. It is said to have the enemy’s line marked on it. 

WHNFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquabtebs Second Abmy Cobps, 

August 16, 1861 — 9,20 a. m. 

General Gbant: 

General Birney is still examining the enemy’s line with a view to 
attack. He finds it protected by a difScult ravine, and is crossing the 
ravine further to the right. The enemy’s line is apparently not con- 
tinuous from the Central to the Charles City roads. 

WINK’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


(Copy to General Meade.) 
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General Ghant: 


Headquarters Second Armt Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 9,30 a, on. 


I omitted to state that the prisoners thus far taken on the Charles 
City road are all cavalry of W. H. F, Lee’s division. 

WINT’D S. HANCOCK, 

. Major- Gen era I, 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


City Point, August 16^ 1864 — lO a. on, 

Maior-General Hancock: 

Your dispatch received. At White’s Tavern you are in rear of the 
enemy’s line or nearly so, and must cause a falling back on the whole 
front from li^’ew Market on the left (our right). The troops not engaged 
on our right should watch the enemy closely and be prepared to follow 
up the moment the enemy give way, if they do give way. The people 
at White’s Tavern are Union, and may be relied on if you or Birney 
get an opportunity to question them in person. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieoiterumt- General, 


City Point, August 16^ 1864 — 10,30 a, on, 

Major-General Hancock: 

I have directed General Butler to make a demonstration of an ad- 
vance with his troops at Butch Gap. You will perceive this threatens 
their retreat on Chaffin’s Bluff, whilst your forces near White’s Tavern 
threaten their retreat toward Richmond. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- Genera I, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864, (Received 12.20 p. m.) 

General Grant: 

The provost-marshal at Beep Bottom says that an officer foom the 
enemy’s lines opposite communicated with him to exchange papers this 
morning. He belonged to the Twenty-ninth Tennessee, and says that 
the Seventeenth, of the same State, is with them. They belonged to 
Longstreet’s corps, but I do not find them on the memorandum fur- 
nished me of Field’s division- He says that the enemy are expecting 
a flag of truce to-day at Aiken’s Landing. 

WINF’B S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aoigust 16, 1864, (Received 12.20 p. m.) 

General Grant: 

Your dispatches have been received. General Birney is advancing 
in three lines and will make a vigorous attack. If the enemy will make 
a fight where Birney is I will put in my wliole force. If they, however, 
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are intrenclied strongly I leave it to General Birney^s discretion to as- 
sault or not. Tlie enemy are strengthening their left, apparently at the 
expense of their right. General Birney Just sends in thiz'ty-four prison- 
ers from the following regiments: Tliirty-seventh Korth Carolina, 
Thirty-eighth NTorth Carolina, Thirty-third N’orth Carolina, Eighteenth 
hTorth Carolina, Second Georgia, Tenth Georgia, Sixty-fourth Georgia, 
Twenty-second Georgki, and Eorty-eighth Georgia. He has carried one 
line and thinks he has their leffe. He will go forward again. Generals 
Miles and Gregg report the enemy re-enlbrcing against them from the 
direction of the Central road. 

WINE’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headqitaetebs Second Army Corps, 

August 10^ 1804 — 1^.30 p, m. 

General Grant: 

Major-General Birney reports to me that he has captured the enemy^s 
ravine line in his front. The enemy are doubling on him, and I am 
making an attack now on their right to seize the works which they hold 
thinly. 1 think we will seize them. The infantry command fr*om 
Charles City has been ordered in on to General Birney’s right, or rather 
to connect with it, leaving the cavalry to cover the Charles City road 
and hold their position, if possible. 

WmWD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


TIeadqttarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Major-Gerferal Hancock: 

The good news jfrom Birney just received. The Thirty-seventh, 
Twenty-eighth, Thirty-third, and Eighteenth North Carolina all belong 
to Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division. The Second, Twenty-second, 
Forty-eighth, and Sixty-fourth Georgia belong to Wright’s brigade, 
Mahone’s division. The Tenth Georgia belongs to Bryan’s brigade, 
Kershaw’s division. Wright’s and Perrin’s brigades, of Mahone’s 
division, undoubtedly left our front on Saturday, and arc now in fr'ont 
of you. It will appear* that you have parts or both Kershaw’s and 
Wilcox’s divisions, both of whom were reported as having left for the 
Yalley. There is no change of any kind in the enemy opposite to us 
beyond the withdrawal of Wright’s and Perrin’s brigades of Mahone’s. 
Deserters in to-day report the other three brigades of Mahone, all of 
Heth and Beauregard, as still here. There is some confusion about the 
cavalry in your front. As I understand it, W. H. P. Lee is sometimes 
called Eitz Lee, the other Lee is Fitzhugh Lee. I suppose the former 
is in your front j the latter was at Beams’ Station yesterday. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, 1861. 

General Meade: 

This division of cavalry is General W. H. F. Lee's (Hooney Lee), 
General Lee’s son, not Fitz Lee’s, who is the oldest division commander, 
but the one who was in Fort La Fayette. They are both named Fitz 
Lee, but one is bnowm as Fitz Lee and the other as Eooney Lee among 
their companions. This command left Beams’ Station day before 
yesterday at 11 o’clock and arrived here yesterday morning. I have a 
rebel color and some prisoners — ^10 officers and 153 men. A staff officer 
of General Birney reports that he has taken three colors, but has only 
got hold of one as yet. Colonel Bent will return with the prisoners 
captured, except those taken by the cavalry, which have not yet come. 

WIHF’D S. HAHOOOK, 

Majo^-Oenerah 

(Copy to General Grant.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corp^, 

August 16, 1864. 

General Grant: 

Prisoners just taken report Lane’s and Wright’s brigades in ftont ot 
General Birney, they having arrived there last night. 

WINF’B S. HAHCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, 1864 — 1.30 jg. m. 

General Grant: 

One brigade from which General Birney took prisoners arrived 
here last night. An officer from General Field’s staff' is taken and 
says there are 15,000 men in my front. A prisoner says that General 
Lee crossed over here from Petersburg to-day. The enemy are attack- 
ing Birney’s right pretty strongly. 

WmP’B S. HAlj^COCK, 

Major- General. 

P. S. — General Birney’s loss is considerable, and he has captured 
some more prisoners. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, 1864. 

General Grant: 

I send four more officers and forty-nine men. 

WINF’D S. HAHCOCK, 

Major-General. 


(Copy to General Meade.) 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — IM p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 

General: The enemy’s infantry has attacked General Miles and 
General Gregg forcibly. Our troops are retiring on the Charles City 
road, the enemy pressing quite heavily. Generals Miles and Gregg 
will hold the line of Deep Creek. The enemy attacked on Charles City 
road. We are now about one mile from Deep Creek and retiring 
toward that point. I believe the crossing of the road (Charles City) at 
Deep Creek can easily be -held by the troops of General Miles and Gen- 
eral Gregg. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and, Aide-de-camp, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 3M0 p, m. 

General Grant: 

Our losses so far as I can ascertain are heavy. Four brigade com- 
manders are reported killed or wounded. 1 have just returned from 
General Birney. He has, I think, lost a part of the line he took from 
the enemy, but he is intrenching the rest, and I have ordered him to 
retake all of it. I think he is secure. 1 have forwarded additional 
troops on his right and left. A considerable portion of HiU’s corps 
is here — ^how much, I cannot say at this moment. General Birney 
thinks all of it; but 1 could not to any of these statements advise 
credence until I can substantiate them. We have been making a 
formidable demonstration thus far. I have taken numbers of prisoners 
from Sanders’ brigade, whose presence I reported this morning, and 
Field’s division still remains here on our right, according to the state- 
ment of prisoners well disposed to us, who were taken this morning. I 
have made demonstrations (really attacks) on the enemy’s right, but 
have always found the enemy’s intrenchments well manned. 

WIISTF’D S. HAKCOCK, 

Major- General, 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, ISO i— 4,15 p. m. 

General Grant: 

The force on the Charles City road has been pressed back to this 
side of Deep Creek by a supeifor force of infantry; what command is 
not known. Our troops behaved well, but were driven back by superior 
numbers. General Gregg is now on the north side of Deep Creek and 
sa/ys he can hold his position. General Miles has returned to General 
Bimey’s right flank, and the infantry which attacked him on the 
Charles City road has moved toward Fussell’s Mill, on the enemy’s 
left. I have Eichmond papers of the 15th. I can telegraph you 
some items if you have not seen them, though there is notliing impor- 
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taut. Dates from Mobile and Atlanta of 13tb [say] two of our shix^s 
rei)orted inside tbe bar at Mobile. General Miles^ loss, say, 150 men of 
1,400, and General Gregg quite a number. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16^ 186L (Keceived 0 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

General Miles has returned to the right of General Birney, General 
Gregg holding Deep Creek, a strong place on the Charles City road. 
An attack on the enemy will be made at 5 o’clock on General Birney’s 
front. Everything is calm here at present. I have on General Birney’s 
line two brigades of the Second Corps on the right, and one engaged 
with him, and one on Ids left; the remainder of the Second Corps on 
the left. The fight has been to the right of Fussell’s mill-pond. The 
enemy have lost heavily to-day, according to the reports of their prison- 
ers and other indications. I have the map taken from General Chamb- 
liss’ body, which is a very perfect map, embracing the comxdete fortifi- 
cations of Eichmoiid and the surrounding country on both sides of the 
river. Have not sent it in, as I have not had an opportunity since 
receiving it. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Ooi)y to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 5,15 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Since General Miles was withdrawn the enemy have pressed General 
Gregg i^retty hard, and have forced him across Deei) Creek, where he 
now holds in the rifle-pits. The farthest point gained by our forces 
was six to seven miles from Eichmond, within half a mile of White’s 
Tavern, where the enemy’s infantry ai)peared in force. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16\ 1864, 

General Grant: 

The following dispatch is just received from General Birney. I have 
not received a full repox't from Colonel Smyth: 

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16j 1864 — 5.57 jg, m. 

General Hancock : 

I advanced my skirmishers, and after a reconnaissance have concluded not to at- 
tack. The enemy have massed in my front, and in my opinion, even after taking the 
works, my force could, not do more. Colonel Smyth^j Second Division, reports trooi)8 
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and artillery passing two liours to my front. I send another flag, captured this moru- 
in‘>'. Four more are reported, I have not seen them, I would like a statement of 
ptOTious flags turned over. ^ ^ 

Major-GencraL 


(Copy to General Mcailo.) 


WmWD S. HAI^OOCK, 

Major-General, 


HEADQUABTEE}:^ SECOND ARMY OORPS, 

Aug^ist I6j 1861 — 7 p, m. 

General Grant: 

This evening General Mott, by making a strong demonstration on the 
enemy’s right, brought off the gun left by General Birney day before 
yesterday, together with three loads of ammunition which have been 
covered by the enemy since that time. The gun was an 8-iiich siege 
howitzer, and the ammunition belongs to guns of that caliber. 

WINFD S. HAKOOOK, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Meade.) 


City Point, August 16, 186L 

General Hancock;: 

I send for your information the following dispatch from General 
Butler.* 

The position secui*ed by General Butler may turn the whole position 
now held by the enemy. I will have it examined in the morning, and 
it* it does will transfer a portion of your command to it. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, 1861. 

General Grant : 

My casualties to-day in the entire command, including cavalry, at the 
minimum, 1,500. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


General Hancock;: 


City Point, August 16, 1861. 

(Received 9.30 p. m.) 


I have ordered to Strawberry Plains steamers ostensibly to bring 
down the Second Corps. It is intended as a ruse to make the enemy 
believe you are withdrawing, and to bring them out to attack you. 
Send orders to the steamers to return here at 4 a. in. in the morning. 

U. S, GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


See Butler to Oriiut, beginning — Ab soon as arrangements, &.C., p. 232. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August i6, 186 L (Eeceived 17tli.) 

General Grant: 

Your dispatcli is received and the necessary steps will be taken to 
carry out yoiu‘ views. 

WINFD S. HAECOOK, 

Major-General. 


OiRCUDAR.] Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16 j 1864 — lO.oO a. m. 

General Birney is making quite an attack,* has captured some pris- 
oners. The pickets should threaten an advance at all times. Troops 
should be shown on the left. Any commander may take advantage at 
once of any weakness in the enemy’s lines. General Gregg will i)ush 
the reconnaissance beyond White’s Tavern with his cavalry. 

By command of Major-General Hancock: 

EllANTCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adj utant- General. 

(To Brigadier-Generals Barlow and Mott and Colonel Smyth, com- 
manding (Evisions.) 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps, 

A'ligiist iGj 1861. 

The troops will be held ready to move at once — this not to interfere 
with any previous instructions given in regard to feeling or trying the 
enemy’s lines. 

By order of ]\Iajor-General Hancock : 

EEAINOIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(To Generals Mott and Barlow and Colonel Smyth.) 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 4.40 a. m. 

Colonel Craig, commanding brigade of Second Corps, temporarily 
attached to this command, will report immediately to Brig. Gen. A. H. 
Terry, commanding First Division, Tenth Corps. 

By order oi Major-General Biimey: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Brigade, 

N'ear Whitens Tavern^ August [16], 1864 — 11 a. m. 
Col. C. H. Morcan, 

Chief of Staffs Second Corps: 

My advance is within less than a half mile from White’s Tavern. 
We have driven them steadily thus far from Deep Bottom. We have 
met strong force in front, also struck a line of flankers marching toward 
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White’s Tavern from the direction of FusselPs Mill. We hold the 
ground gained and await orders. I do not consider it advisable to 
advance farther up this road without connecting with the right of 
General Birney, which I will endeavor to do and move forward if you 
direct. 

Very respectfully, 

NELSON A. MILES, 
Brigadier- General of Yohenteers. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16j 18()L 

General Miles: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that while General 
Gregg remains in front with you you will obey any orders which he 
may give. General Gregg has been directed not to give up his recon- 
naissance as long as he considers it safe. He has been advised, how- 
ever, that if General Birney has heavy and continuous firing you are to 
close in toward him. 

fF. A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL] 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 7.30 jp. m. 

Col. T. A. Smyth, 

Commanding Second Division: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding is informed that just pre- 
vious to 5 this p. m. you informed General Birney that the enemy had 
been passing to his front with infantry and cavalry for two hours. The 
major-general commanding desires to be informed exactly what report 
was made and why it was not made to these headquarters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 11 a. m. 

General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

The major-general commanding directs that the regiment sent last 
evening to hold the woods near the bridge-head be recalled and rejoin 
your division. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS A, WALKEE, 
Assistarki Adjutant- General. 


General Mott: 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16j 1864 — 1.50 p. m. 


The signal officer reports that the enemy are still passing troops 
quietly away along Iroin your front, and have taken away two guns out 
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of three. You had better at once attack, or make a strong demonstra- 
tion to that effect. If the enemy are vacating their lines attack them 
and seize their works. 

[F. A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General,] 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 3,15 j), m. (Received 3.30 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. E. A. Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Gorjgs: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that I have made a demonstra- 
tion and find the enemy have a strong skirmish line and the works 
manned. The guns are still in position. I have given orders for a 
demonstration to be made on the extreme left by a regiment. 

Very respectfully, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
August 16, 1864, (Received 3.40 p. m.) 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General : General Hancock says youi‘ movements meet his wishes. 
Respectfully, 

0. H. MORGAlSr, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, (&e. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 16, 1864» 

Lieut. Col. E. A. Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Gorjgs: 

Colonel: I have the honor to state that I made a demonstration on 
the left this evening and found the enemy with a strong skirmish line 
and the works manned. During that time I had the 8-inch siege gun 
brought away, and brought in three loads of ammunition belonging to 
that siege gun. 

Very respectfully, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigadier- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 16, 1864, 

The command will be under arms at 3 a. m. to-morrow. Brigade 
^ commanders will see that camps are struck at that hour. The officer 
' commanding pickets will be notified to keep the pickets vigilant and aU • 
be under arms at that time. An attack is expected. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOHN- HANTCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquartees Aemy op the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 11.15 a. m. 

Major-General Waeeen, 

Communding Fifth Corjgs: 

1 am instrneted to say tlxat engineer.^ are directed to go on "with tlie 
•weak on the iutreuchnieutSf and ttiat you will please furnisli tlie details 
recjuired by them. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headqtjaetees Aemy op the Potomac, 

Augmt 16, 1864 — 8.15 p. m. 


Major-General ■VVarrbn, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


The major-general commanding directs that you be prepared to move 
at .‘5 a. in. to-morrow. Instructions will be sent you during the night. 
Major Duane has been ordered to return all working parties. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army" op the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 9.30 p. m. 

Majjor-General TVarren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move to-morrow 
morning at 3 o’clock by way of Strong’s house and the shortest road 
thence to the A\ eldou railroad near the intersection of the Vaughan 
road, and if the enemy hold their intrenchments weakly in that vicinity 
endear or to carry them and occupy the crest in rear of their first line 
ot 'Works opposite the fronts held by the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps. 
Infoiination derived from General Hancock to-day shows two brigades 
of Mahone’s division to the north of the James, and the signal ofdcer 
on the plank road observed this evening the troops in the trenches on 
the enemy’s right toward the Weldon railroad vacating the works, and 
those in our trout in the vicinity of the plank road being relieved 
and moving out. This indicates that but three divisions of the enemy 
hold their intrenchments south of the Appomattox. General Kautz 
will be ordered to concentrate his cavalry somewhere near the plank 
road and prevent Fitzhngh Lee’s division of cavalry coming in on your 
rear. Keeii the commanding general advised of your progress and of 
everything important. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

„ . ^ August 16, 1864^10.15 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

In sending you the instructions for to-morrow I have anticipated the 
action of the commanding general. They are suspended until farther 
notice. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Maior-General and Chief of Staff 
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Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Ko. 105. 3 August 16, 1H6L 

Division commanders and the commander of the Artillery Brigade 
will hold their commands in readiness to move at 3 a. m. to-morrow. 
Further instructions will be sent. Division commanders will at once 
recall their working parties. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 16 j 1861 — 6.30 jp. m. (Deceived 7.15 p. in.) 
Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The signal officer on the plank road reports the enemy leaving his 
intrenchmeuts opposite to where he is. Do the reports from your front 
confirm this: and, if so, to what extent ? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters ISinth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 16j 1664 — 8.S0 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Have just returned from my left. The report of the signal officer 
reached my headquarters about the same time as a report from General 
White to the same effect. While at General White’s headquarters 
nothing further was reported. 

JKO. G. PAEKE, 

3Iajor- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 16^ 1864 — 8.40 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Your dispat(*h of 8.20 p. m. received. Is the report of General White 
founded upon the observation of his pickets or officers? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I have the honor to report the enemy quiet on my front to-day. The 
report of picket-firing on Second Division front made this morning was 
an error. Some damage was done our works by the rain, which is 
being repaired. The detailed report mentioned in a previous dispatch 
to Major-General Humphreys will be forwarded as s(yoii as received. 

JFfO. G. PAEKE, 
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Headquarters Hinth Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 11.20 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, GMef of Staff: 

The movement reported this evening by the officer of the day of the 
right brigade of White’s division was discovered by one of his vedettes 
in the center of his x>icket-line. The officer then took position and dis- 
covered a column moving behind a heavy work due west of Fort 
Tilton and proceeding parallel to their line until they passed into 
the woods. Judging from the intervals between the horsemen there 
were five regiments. After these regiments had disappeared in the 
woods he saw about a regiment move into the rifle-pits to south of the 
heavy work before mentioned, and an increase of the picket-line in his 
front of about fifty men. 

JHO. G. PAEKE, 

3£ajor- General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16y 1864. 

General Greou: 

In order to prevent the enemy’s recapturing General Chambliss’ body 
as a trophy in any of the subscfluent operations of the day, the major- 
general commanding thinks you had better send it back in an ambu- 
lance. I think if General Chambliss is buried here it might be done 
on the Hew Market road, say by the Potteries, putting up a head-board 
by which the grave could be recognized. General Hancock is sorry to 
hear of Colonel Gregg’s wound, and is glad to hear that you are doing 
so well. 

FEAHOrS A. WALKBE, 
Assista^it Ad jutanP General. 


General Gre^O: 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 11 a. m. 


The major-general commanding desires that you will continue to push 
your reconnaissance as far as you consider it practicable and safe. It 
will create a diversion certainly, and will compel them to vacate their 
position here it* they do not feel strong. 

FEAHOI8 A. WALKEE, 

, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 16y 1864 — 12 m. 

Major-General Hancock, Commanding: 

Yours received. We are going ahead. 

Yours, &c., 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 

The enemy have some artillery in position near White’s Tavern, but 
1 think the movement we are now making will compel the falling back 
of their force. 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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General Greog-: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August i6j ISGd — 12.20 j;. m. 


General Hancock wiskes, if it can be done properly, that General 
MOes now come in and protect the roads leading into General Birney’s 
right and rear, while you hold strongly to the front. General Birney 
reports that he has carried the enemy’s main line on his front, and 
wishes this protection to his right. The general commanding considers 
your reconnaissance complete lt‘ you can hold on where you are. 

Your obedient servant, 

FEANOIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1861 — 2 p. m. 

General GREoa: 

General Birney has captured 200 or 300 prisoners and 3 battle-flags. 
One general officer, supposed to be Girardey, is dead within our lines. 
Eelease Miles as soon as you can, and send "him straight toward Gen- 
eral Birney, holding pretty strong to your front. Since writing the above, 
your dispatch by Captain Brownson was received. If Miles becomes 
heavily engaged, of course his return is out of question until a proper 
time. A brigade of Colonel B ready has just gone on General Birney’s 
light. You should see, by cavalry vedettes, that the road is open 
before Deep Creek and Birney alw^ays. 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16y 1861. 

General Greog-: 

The major-general commanding' directs me to say that unless you are 
very seriously engaged you must send General Mies toward General 
Birney by the shortest route, and dispute the Charles City road with 
your cavalry. General Birney is pretty heavily pressed on his right 
and left. 

[FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General.] 


Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac, 

August 16^ 1861 — B.15 p. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Assistayit Adjutant- General^ Second Army Corps: 

Colonel: General Miles has gone to Birney’s right and I am hold- 
ing the north side of Deep Creek. Our last advance was met by a 
superior force of infantry, which moved up ftom the direction of Pus- 
sell’s MiUj the force is now retiring to my left and in the direction of 
the mill. The firing in my front has ceased. I send to General Han- 
cock the map which I found on General Chambhss’ body. Please return 
it when the general is through with it. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

' Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Comdg. Second JJivision. 
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General Greoo: 


Headquarters Second Gorps, 

August i6j 1661 — 1,15 m. 


If you stay at Deep Creek to>niglit you can have your vsubsisteiice 
brought forward to that point. The major-general commanding desires 
that you will hold Deep Creek, if possible. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAKCIS A. WALKED, 
Assistant Adjutant- Genera J. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 
August 16, 1861 — 1,15 p. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 


m. 


General: The enemy in large force (infantry and cavalry) attacked 
my brigade north of Deep Eun, and after a sharp fight compelled it to 
retire across Deep Eun with considerable loss. It was unformna^-o 
that General Miles left me. The enemy are occupying the works north 
of Deep Eun. In front the enemy are quiet, and I cannot discover any 
of their movements toward my right or left. 

Very respectfully, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 


General Greog-: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 10^ 1864 — 5 p, m. 


General Miles has connected with General Birney’s right. General 
Birney is going to attack again about this time. You and General 
Miles should connect your picket-line along that road, and General 
Miles has been so instructed. Hold on strongly where you are and see 
that my right flank is protected by skirmishers, or let me know to the 
contrary. If you require assistance let me know. At the same time, I 
expect a heavy fight here before night. 1 would not have called Miles 
away from you but for the frequent calls of General Birney. We have 
captured four stand of colors and several hundred prisoners from the 
enemy. Their loss has been heavy and ours has not been light. We 
have hadfourbrigadecommanders disabled to- day. Oneof their brigade 
commanders is dead in our lines up here. If everything is quiet after 
dark can^t you come up to see mef 

WINFD S. HAKCOCK, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Major-General Butler, 

Commanding^ <&e, : 


City Point, Ya., August 16, 1864, 


Have any men been taken from Wilcox’s division within three days'? 
If not, have you any information fixing his presence here within this 
hue'? 


U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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nD(iRS. Dept, or Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 16, 1861 — 10 u, m, 
LieuteuaBt-Geiieral Grant, Gommayiding, <£'c. ; 

Wilcox’s division is ail liere. Lane and McGowan are on iiortli side of 
tlie James, where they have been for some weeks. Thomas and Scales 
are on the right of Pickett’s division in oiu* front here, where tliey also 
have been for some six weeks or more. I had not heard from them for 
a day or two, but to-night have had a man from McGowan and have 
heard direct from Thomas and Scales. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Mu jor~G en era 1, Co m m and in g. 


City Point, Va., August 16, ISOI 
Major-General Butler, Commanding, <j&c. : 

* Our troops are now near White’s Tavern. You will perceive from the 
maps this is between the enemy at New Market and Eichmond. They 
will, however, have the road clear to Chaffin’s farm. If 1,000 of your 
men at Dutch Gap could be put under arms and threaten an advance, 
it might have the effect of starting the enemy on the retreat. In mak- 
ing such demonstration troops would have to start heading down the 
river, to avoid the batteries near Cox’s house. 

IJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

August 16, 1864 — 11.15 a. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, CityFohit: 

Your dispatch received. I have directed the available force, which 
will amount to about 1,200 men, at Dutch G ap to make the demonstration 
you suggest. We shall move in that direction with considerable vigor. 
The only doubt I have is whether the enemy’s iron-clads maybe able to 
sweep the plain in front of Dutch Gap. I have ordered Colonel Wooster 
commanding at Deep Bottom, also to make an advance up the Kings- 
land road toward its junction with Three-Mile Creek as a feint at the 
time we open at Dutch Gap. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hatcher’S, Augiist 16, 186i—6 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

General: We are advancing from Dutch Gap. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Va., August 16, 1864. 
Major-General Butler, Commanding, &c. : 

It is now getting so late, and the troops under Hancock being at a 
stand still, it will be necessary for yod to use caution about advancing. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 



232 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. 0. 


[Chap. LIV, 


Hdqbs. Dept, of Virginia and liToRTn Carolina, 

In the Meld^ August 16^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-G-eneral Grant, 

Commanding^ <S)e. : 

As soon as arrangements could possibly be made to get tbe men 
rested from tlieii‘ work, at 5 o’clock I sent on board the steamer Mount 
Washington, kindly loaned me by the navy, 950 of the working party 
at Dutch Gap, and landed about three-fourths of amilebelow, at Aiken’s, 
by which I was enabled to turn the enemy’s battery at H. Cox’s, and 
undercover of the gun-boats, which you heaid. Major Ludlow advanced, 
turning the enemy’s line, capturing it after a smart skirmish in which 
we lost one man killed, and we now occupy the work on the brow of the 
hill wJiich you saw. It is a very strong line for the enemy. Our line 
of pickets extend from Cox’s house at the turn of the river above 
Dutch Gap to the northeast and about half a mile toward Three-Mile 
Creek. We have not men enough to occupy all the works. The right 
has been occupied by rifle-pits and one piece of artillery, the line extend- 
ing to Three-Mile Creek, but there is nothing now between us and 
Three-Mile Creek. Major Ludlow thinks this position a very strong 
one, if occupied by the rebels, to oppose any advance on our part. I 
have directed it to be held to-night. If you propose tc go up to Deep 
Bottom to-morrow you can easily examine it yourself, or one of the 
engineers may be sent up to examine it. We have captured a prisoner 
there, and he says he is from one of Beauregard’s brigades (Johnson’s 
old). I have a report from Colonel Wooster, commanding at Deep Bot- 
tom, that he advanced a strong skirmish line until his entire line passed 
Kingsland road, his right resting on Pour-Mile Creek and advancing 
beyond it as far as W. H. Ammons’, beyond the IjTew Market road, and 
his left beyond Euffin’s house. He developed only a strong skirmish 
line and two or three companies of infantry. He cai)tured a prisoner 
of the Third IN'orth Carolina, which regiment belonged to Johnson’s 
division and Steuart’s brigade, which was supposed to have been cap- 
tured with its general. I have also another prisoner who claims to 
belong to the Tenth Virginia of the same brigade, who says his bri- 
gade is out there and has been encamped there for some time. At 9 
o’clock Colonel Wooster retired to his original position. With refer- 
ence to this prisoner I have never, from all the prisoners or deserters, 
heard of this brigade on this line before and know not wliere they came 
from. Colonel Wooster had no killed and none seriously wounded. It 
would seem that there is no difficulty in advancing any body of troops 
in that direction. Our movement has certainly been successful as a 
reconnaissance, if nothing more. 

BE¥J. P. BUTLBE, 

Major- General, 


City Point, Va., August 16, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, &e. : 

If you have men to spare to hold the position secured by Major Lud- 
low until I can get up there I will have the ground examined, and if it 
is practicable to get through, wiE transfer a portion of the force with 
General Hancock. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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Hdqrs. Dept, oe Virginia and NTorth Carolina, 

In the Fields Aiigunt 16^ 1S6L 

Major Ludlow, 

Aide-de-Camxy^ dte.: 

1 inclose to you a telegram from Lieutenant-General Grant.* The 
troops of Hancock and Birney are near White’s Tavern , on the Charles City 
road, extending across the Centi'al and NTew Market roads. That, you 
will see, brings the enemy at Dutch. Gap-in your front directly between 
our troops and you. I wish you would get all the men you can spare 
under arms and advance upon them and try them, of course dei)loying 
your force a little to the right from the gap, in order to avoid the bat- 
tery at Cox’s house, if it still remains there. I trust by this time you 
have got your gun mounted and unmasked, so that you can bear upon 
that battery. At the time you advance, which should be done with a 
good deal of celerity and determination with a strong line of skirmish- 
ers to surprise the enemy, let your 100-pounder open upon that battery 
as well as you can. At the opening of your artillery I will direct Col- 
onel Wooster to advance a strong skirmish-line at Deep Bottom up 
toward the junction of Three-Mile Creek with the Kingsland road. I 
will endeavor to be over at the gap by the time your dispositions are 
made, but do not wait for me. It is of importance that you should 
endeavor to silence the artillery. Please try to observe where the 
enemy’s gun-boats are, that you may not be interfered with in attempt- 
ing to cross the plain between your works and the enemy. Form your 
line of battle in the gap out of sight of the enemy as much as possible 
and deploy with rapidity. How are you supplied with ammunition'^ 

BENTJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Oommanding, 


Headquarters, 

August 16j 1864. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Howaril 

Chief Quartermaster y Bermuda: 


You will select two of the most worthless canal barges we have, if 
two have not already been selected, for the purpose of being sunk in 
the James, of course taking off all tackle and everything which is use- 
less when sunk, and report them as early as possible to the naval ves- 
sel, the Miami, off* City Point. Report to me when thiwS order is exe- 
cuted. 


BENTJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General, 


Bermuda, August 16^ 1864. 


Major-General Butler: 

General: I have the honor to report that the barges Mary Moyer 
and Agnes Gibson have been procured at City Point, where some delay 
was experienced. 

JOHK B. HOWARD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster. 


“ See p. 231. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and NTortii Oarolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 16^ 1864 — 7.60 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting GMcf of ^taff: 

Colonel : The signal officer on the Spring Hill Station reports at 
7 a. in. that since S.30 last night two trains passed toward Eichmond 
and one toward Petersburg. 

Yery respectiuUy, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTOir, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 16j 1864—8.10 a. m. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 8 a. in. that 
eight cars loaded with troops just passed the Junction toward Peters- 
burg. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NTOETON, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer^ Dept, of Va. a7id N. C. 


Spring- Hill, August 16^ 1864. 

Captain NTorton: 

Three pieces of artillery moving from railroad station east, across 
open space to the enemy^s line of works, nearly opposite my station. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant^ Signal Officer. 


Special Orders ) Hdqrs. Departivdbnt of Ya. and N. C., 

No. 224. ) In the Meld, Fa., August 16^ 1864. 

' HC * # # # 

XI. The One hundred and fifty-fifth Eegiment Ohio Yolunteers, 
National Guard, now at Norfolk, will be relieved from duty there and 
ordered to Ohio for uiuster out. Quartermaster's department will fur- 
nish transportation. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAYIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjuta^iP General. 


Fort Monroe, August 16, 1864. 

Col. H. L. Abbot: 

Your telegram of the 14th received this morning. Will send you 
240 24-pounder shell to-morrow. I have telegTaphed to Washington 
requesting that supplies of these shells be hurried forward as fast as 
possible. 

T. EDSON, 
Captain of Ordnance. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 16j 1861 — a. m, (Received 9.45 a. m.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

General Terry reports that General Foster’s line of skirmishers is 
within 200 yards of the enemy’s skirmish line. Foster will commence 
driving them within the next five minutes. Prisoners just brought in 
report that Wright’s and Lane’s brigades are directly in Foster’s front, 
having arrived last night. 

D. B. BIRN-ET, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16j 1864, 

Major-General Hancock: 

1 send you herewith two prisoners captured by General Terrv. 

B. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General, 


General Birnby: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16, 1864 — 2,25 jp. m. 


I send you another brigade under General Barlow to your right, 
where I supposed that Colonel Broady’s brigade was to be sent, and I 
have ordered Miles’ to l)e sent in to you as soon as possible. How soon 
he may come I cannot tell at this distance. I am told you have also 
already got a brigade of Colonel Smyth’s division. We have plenty of 
troops, and if the commanders will hold until re-enforced, there can be 
no difiiculty. 

WmF’D S. HAKOOCK, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

August 16, 1864 — 4 jp, on, 

Major-General Hancock: 

I propose to attack again at 5 o’clock. General Miles has formed oh 
my right flank, covering the road leading to my rear. The enemy 
seem to be in sti‘eng*th. I have revei'sed their first line. 

B. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16, 1864 — 5,57 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock, Comonanding Forces: 

General : I advanced my skirmishers and after a reconnaissance 
concluded not to attack. The enemy have massed in my front and, in 
my opinion, even after taking the works, my force could not do more. 
Colonel Smyth, Second Bivision, reports troops and artillery passing 
two hours to my front. I send another flag captured this morning; 
four more are reported; 1 have not seen them. I would like a state- 
ment of prisoners and of flags turned over. 

B. B. BIRKEY, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 16y 1861 — 8 p. m, 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

General : Tlie major-general commanding desires to be informed 
whether Colonel Craig’s brigade, of the Third Division, Second Corps, 
was engaged in the assault this p. m.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistayit Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August lOj 1864. 

The following movements of the troops will be made: The picket- 
line will advance, driving the enemy’s skirmishers back, and General 
Terry will try to turn the enemy’s left, attacking with his entire divis- 
ion if necessary. Colonel Craig, commanding brigade. Second Corps, 
will report for orders to General Terry, and the forces under Brigadier- 
General Birney will be held in readiness to support General Terry as 
he vacates the high ground, and also to hold it and support the bat- 
teries. 

By order of General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16j 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry : 

Please report progress and explain the cause of the delay in execut- 
ing the movement. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


The major-general commanding is aware that there is a continuous 
line of works covering Eichmond, but thinks it probable they are not 
strongly manned. It is of the greatest importance to ascertain how 
this is. The Second Corps is awaiting your attack to attack also. 

Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16j 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry: 


The major-general commanding directs me to say that your report of 
progress is satisfactory. He desires you to push your movement with 
alacrity and to use your entire division if, in your opinion, advisable* 


For answer, see 8.45 p. ni., Part I, p. 678. 
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Gibbon’s division. Second Corps, has reported to me and can occupy 
tbe position you have held, and the force under Brigadier-General 
Bimey is ready for your support if needed. 

Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Axigust 16j 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry : 

The major-general commanding directs that such of your troops as 
have become disorganized and are not in line take the intrenching tools 
and throw up rifle-pits here on the crest. 

Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headqitarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16j 1864 — 2.43 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Terry : 

Nearly aU the troops have now been sent in that can be spared. The 
major-general commanding directs me to say that he depends on you 
to see to it that they are not piled up but well developed, especially to 
the right and connecting with the mill-pond on the left. Use abatis 
and every available obstruction in your front — trails, logs, and barri- 
cades. Get the troops ready to make an assault 
By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 

m Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

[Brigadier-General Terry:] 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that there wiU be no attack to-night. You will, as soon as 
you can without conflision, assemble the different parts of your command 
under their proper commanders, bringing the parts of brigades now 
separate together. 

Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

Deep Eun^ August 16^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Turner: 

Terry assaulted at 9 a. m., supported by Birney. Carried the 
enemy’s works handsomely, and afterward got out of ammunition and 
had to leave the main line with heavy loss. Osborn slightly wounded. 
Plimpton and Walrath killed,* with many others. 

Yours, &c., 

ED. W. SMITH. 

* WftlratL was wounded, not killed. 
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Headquarters, 
Augnst 16^ l<%i — 12,05 jg. m. 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Commanding lAne of Defenses: 

This afternoon we propose to make a little movement from Deep 
Bottom and Dutch Gap, so that when you hear the row you will know 
what it all means. Will you please see that the batteries at tlie Cur- 
tis house and at Crowds Fest be ready to open on tlie iron-dads if they 
open ; on the Hewlett house if it opens, together with the Water Battery, 
to bear on the Hewlett house, or, if possible, on the iron-elads. I will 
be along by your headquarters as soon as I can, and perhaps get you 
to go over to Deep Bottom, after the proper dispositions are made^ on 
this side. I have ordered the Deep Bottom dispatch to betaken off for 
you. 

BEW. E. BUTLEB, 

Major- Oeneml, Commanding, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 16^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Turner: 

Give Major Ludlow a regiment, which he will ask for, to hold his 
ground. A force will be transferred there from Hancock’s to-morrow, 
if practicable. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 

Majoy-Genoral. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields A^ignst 16^ 1864, 

Colonel Curtis, 

Commanding Brigade: 

Colonel: lam instructed by the brigadier-general to inform you 
that a movement will be made this afternoon from Deep Bottom and 
Dutch Gap. The Water Battery, battery at Curtis’ house, and battery 
at Crow’s Nest, have been directed to open upon the enemy’s iron-dads 
should they make their appearan'ce and open upon our troops, or upon 
the Hewlett house battery if it opens upon our troops. 

Yery respectftilly, your most obedient servant, 

ISEAEL E. SEALY, 

GaptaiUj Forty-seventh Ffexo Yorh Yols,^ Actg, Asst, Adjt Gen, 


Headquarters, 
August 16, 1864—12.05 jp. m. 

Colonel Wooster, 

Commanding at Deep Bottom : 

Prepare a strong skirmish line of your troops, supported by a line of 
battle, and make an advance upon the enemy with considerable deter- 
mination, at least enough to make them devdop their forces when you 
hear the opening of heavy guns at Dutch Gap. That opening will be 
with a 100-pounder rifle, and perhaps some light artillery. Press back 
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the enemy as far as you can do with safety, moving up toward the Kings- 
land road at the junction of Three-Mile Creek, toward Euffiu^s house. 
Eeply by telegraph how soon you can be ready. Perhaps you can use 
your own artillery. You will ascertain, of course, as near as you can 
where the left of Hancock^s line rests, so as not to advance too far, 
leaving your right flank exposed. Your left will be protected by the 
creek. The troops at Dutch Gap will be out three miles away from 
your left before they advance. As they advance you will be approach- 
ing. See to it that there is no collision on your left. 

BENTJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Beep Bottom, August 16^ 1864 — 12,15 ii, m. 
Major-General Butler: 

I can be ready at 2 x). m. with but a small force. Taking everything 
from my fortifications I have less than 700 men, except those on the 
picket-line. Shall I use my light battery ? lam entirely unacquainted 
with the country and the creeks. 

WM. B. WOOSTEE, 
Colonel Twenty-ninth Connecticut, 


Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864 — 1,05 jp. m, 
Major-General Butler: 

My whole force is not sufficient to form a skirmish line on my present 
front as I picket. I could nave nothing to form a line of battle with. 
Shall I make the attempt to press beyond my present picket-line with 
this insufficient force? 

WM. B. WOOSTEE, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 


I liidorsement.] 

I telegraphed you [General Butler] at 2.30 the substance of within. 

GEO. A. KENSBL, 

Have telegraphed Colonel Wooster to obey your orders and that I 
have sent these dispatches to you. 

K. 


Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864 — 10 m. 

Major-General BtTTEEB: 

As your gras opened this afternoon I advanced my lines, swinging 
around my right until my entire line passed the Eangsland road. My 
right rested upon a ravine, the extension of Four-Mile Bun. I con- 
tinued to press my right into the woods until it became so dark I could 
no longer continue my skirmish line. My advance developed only a 
strong picket-line. On the right of the Euffin house the enemy .was in 
small rifle-pits, and staid until I took them by a charge. I could 
neither hear nor see anything of Hancock’s lines. The length of my 
lines by this advance became so great that in order to concentrate mjf 
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Headquartebb Army of the Potomac, 

August 16 j 1864 . — i jg, uu 

Brigadier-General Kaftz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

I liave your dispatch of 1.30 p. m. General Patrick’s men will look 
after the trains and their vicinity. It was ex]^)ected that small patrols 
from your command would look after such parties as those referred to 
inside of the lines of your chief patrols, as the lines of such patrols 
would probably be known to the enemy’s scouts, as well as the hours 
when patrolled, unless both are constantly varied, which. I take it, can- 
not occur with the lines of patrol. It was for the reason that there 
was no picket-line in rear of the army (unless you have established one 
withm a few days) that these small patrols were suggested. The cav- 
alry pickets ceased near tbe plank road, about Alley’s, and patrols only 
were used there across to Mount Zion Church, and thence over 
portions of the ground between that and the James. Let me know 
what part of the line in rear of the army is picketed by you, and what 
part is i^atrolled, as I am not certain that I understand fully the mean- 
ing of your dispatch in that respect. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff, 




Headquarters Oavaery Division, 

August 16^ 1864 — 5,30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

General : Your dispatch of 4.30 p. m. has been received. There is 
a continuous picket- line fi'om the left, of the army to Cocke’s Mill, pass- 
ing from Doctor Guidey’s, near Alley’s house, on tbe plank road, 
across to Brown’s, and by the road by Davenport Church, cross- 
ing the Norfolk railroad near Baxter’s Mill and on to Mount Sinai 
Church; thence across beyond Eollins’ house and on to Cocke’s Mill, 
where the pickets cease. There is no patrolling, except to suspected 
points and pursuits after enemy’s scouts as circumstances require. No 
force can get through this line without our knowledge, but scouts and 
bushwhackers are constantly trying to capture pickets during the night 
by crawling upon them unawares. Private Wilcox has not made his 
appearance here. I forgot to mention that his name does not appear 
among the losses reported, and it is doubted whether he has ever been 
captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 16y 1804 — 9.45 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

Major-General Warren, commanding Eifth Corps, is directed to move 
at 3 o’clock to-morrow morning, by way of the Strong house and the 
shortest road thence to the Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of its inter- 
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section by the Vaughan road^ aud if he finds the enemy holding their 
intrenchments weakly there endeavor to carry them. The major-general 
commanding directs that you draw in your pickets, excepting those 
west ofthe plank road, and concentrate your division at a suitable point 
near the plank road, or between it and the l^orfolk road, and prevent 
the enemy’s cavalry coming in on the rear of General Warren from the 
direction of Eeams’ Station. A force of 100 or 200 men may be left 
near Cocke’s Mill or Sycamore Church. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Batoheldbr’s Creek, Augtist 16^ I86i, 

Captain Parkinson, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

It is impossible to have the necessary scouting done on this front so 
long as the Eed House posts have to be furnished from this camp. The 
enemy’s scouts of late have been very bold, and unless they are kept at 
bay they will constantly annoy the picket-line. Two large infantry 
companies will picket the Eed House front. 

G. H. HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 

(Duplicate to General Palmer.) 


Washing-ton, August 17, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

T have seen your dispatch,* expressing your unwillingness to break 
your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on with a bull- 
dog grip, and chew and choke as much as possible. 

A. LINCOLN. 


City Point, Va., August 17, 1864 — 9 j). m. 

(Eeceived 8 i). m. 18th.) 

A. Lincoln, 

President of the United States: 

I have thought on your dispatcht relative to an arrangement between 
General Lee and myself for the supx>ression of incendiarism by the re- 
spective armies. Experience has taught us that agreements made with 
rebels are binding upon us, but are not observed by them longer than 
suits their convenience. On the whole, I think the best that can be done 
is to publish a prohibitory order against burning private property, ex- 
cept where it is a military necessity or in retaliation for like acts by the 
enemy. Where burning is done in retaliation it must be done by order 
of a department or army commander, and the order for such burning to 
set forth the particular act it is in retaliation for. Such an order could 
be published and would come to the knowledge of the rebel army. I 
think this course would be much better than any agreement with Gen- 
eral Lee. I could publish the order, or it could be published by you. 
This is respectfully submitted for your consideration, and I will then act 
as you deem best. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

Lieuten an t- Genera I, 


See August 15, p. 193, t See August 14, j). 167. 



240 


OPEEATIONS IK SE. VA. AND K. C. 


[CHAr. LIV. 


force I was obliged to fall back to my original lines, wbicb I did at 9 p, 
m. Tbe length of time consumed in the advance of my right gave 
ample time for the concentration of force, if they had any. I have one 
prisoner only reported to me, who states he is from the Twenty-fifth 
Yirginia Battalion, and he states part of the picket was from the Third 
B‘orth Carolina. My cavalry advanced on my left to some 200 yards 
beyond the Ammons house, and report rebel infantry force in the woods 
near that point, but I should suppose not to exceed two or three com- 
panies. They advanced in a line nearly perpendicular to my line of 
vedettes, fired raindly in skirmish five to ten minutes, then fired a volley 
and retired. As they retired my left vedette fired at the left of this 
force. At what they were firing my vedettes could not state. I have 
some wounded, but I believe none killed. 

WM. B. WOOSTEE, 
Colonel Twenty-ninth Connecticut, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 16^ 1864, 


General Humphreys: 

Am I expected to resume work on the redoubts in my fronts 

E. O. 0, OBD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 3 ]). m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Uighteenth Corps: 

If you have men that you can i>ut to work upon the redoubts the 
commanding general thinks the work should be resumed. 

A. A. HIJMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

In the Meldj Ya.^ August 16, 186i, 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding First Fivisionj Fighteenth Army Corps : 

General: I am instructed by Major-General Ord to direct you to 
take measures to have the trenches in your front properly drained, and 
every necessary precaution taken to guard against their being filled 
with water in the future. You will also repair at once all damages 
which the parapets have sustained by reason of the rain. If pails are 
needed for bailing the trenches, or tools are needed, they can be had on 
application to these headquarters. As there are 2,000 picks and si^ades 
reported as being in the trenches, it is presumed they are not needed. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, yours, 

THEODOEE BEAD, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(Same to Brig. Gens, A. Ames and C, J. Paine.) 
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HEA.DQUARTERS ARMY OR THE POTO^IAC, 

August 16^ 1861 — 12,30 jo. m. 


Brigadier-General Eautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division : 

GENERAii : One of yonr men, who was captured on picket near Mount 
Sinai or Mount Zion Church, on last Thursday night, states that he 
learned that a large number or the enemy’s scouts and men were prowl- 
ing about the rear of the army and among the camps of the trains, 
picking up information, stealing horses, &c.; the mans name is Wil- 
cox, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. H^e is on his way to your com- 
mand. The commanding general desires that you send small patrolling 
parties to look after these men. General Patrick has been directed 
to send patrols for the same purpose. 

A. A. HUMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktajf. 


Headquarters Oavadry Division, 

A%igiist Ib^ 1801 — 1.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff y Army of the Potomac: 

General: Your instructions concerning guerrillas and scouts, as 
reported by Private Wilcox, has been received. I would, however, 
respectfully suggest that the picket-line is so thin now that to detach 
men to look among the trains in rear would increase the facilities for 
the enemy to get through the picket-line. Private Wilcox is known 
here as a very unreliable man, subject to intoxication. The fact, how- 
ever, that there are numerous scouts and guerrillas of the enemy in 
rear of the army has been repeatedly reported through General Gregg. 
Whether any succeeded in getting through the line has not been dis- 
covered, but it would seem the best place to catch such parties, if I had 
any men to spare, to dispose them on the line and get them either going 
out or coming in. NTumbers of captures are made every day and the 
prisoners sent in to the provost-marshal. Quite a number are caught 
going out. They are always in our uniform, and represent themselves 
as belonging to some regiment of our army, but may in reality belong 
to the enemy, which the provost-marshal alone can determine. No 
force of the enemy is reported along the line, but the usual amount of 
attacks on the pickets by scouts and bushwhackers took place last 
night. Two men were wounded last night, one of the Pirst District of 
Columbia Cavalry, near Lee’s MiU, and one of the Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, near Sycamore Church. These attacks are made by one 
or two men on individual i)ickets usually, and patrols and parties from 
the picket-line are constantly in pursuit of these characters. It would 
seem advisable, in order to secure any that may get within our lines, 
to instruct all wagon-masters and other persons in charge of working 
parties, camps, &c., to arrest all parties hovering about them who do not 
belong to them, in order to be sent to the provost-marshal to be identified. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly Commanding. 


16 R R — ^VOL XLII, PT II 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 16^ lS6i — i j?. m, 

Diigadier- General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

I have your dispatch of 1.30 p. m. General Patrick’s men will look 
after the trains and their vicinity. It was expected that small patrols 
from your command would look after such parties as those referred to 
inside of the lines of your chief patrols, as the lines of such patrols 
would probably be known to the enemy’s scouts, as well as the hours 
when patrolled, unless both are constantly varied, which, I take it, can- 
not occur with the lines of patrol. It was for the reason that theic 
was no picket-line in rear of the army (unless you have established one 
within a few days) that these small patrols were suggested. The cav- 
alry pickets ceased near the plank road, about Alley’s, and patrols only 
were used irom there across to Mount Zion Church, and thence over 
portions of the ground between that and the James. Let me know 
what part of the line in rear of the army is picketed by you, and what 
part is patrolled, as I am not certain that I understand fully the mean- 
ing of your dispatch in that respect. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
3Iajor-6mer((l and Chief of ktaff. 


♦ 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

August 16y 186i — 5,30 p. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

General : Your dispatch of 4.30 p. m. has been received. There is 
a continuous picket-line ii om the left, of the army to Cocke’s Mill, pass- 
ing from Doctor Gurley’s, near Alley’s house, on the plank road, 
across to Brown’s, and by the road by Davenport Church, cross- 
ing the Norfolk railroad near Baxter’s Mill and on to Mount Sinai 
Church; thence across beyond Eollins’ house and on to Cocke’s Mill, 
where the pickets cease. There is no patrolling, except to suspected 
points and pursuits after enemy’s scouts as circumstances require. No 
force can get through this line without our knowledge, but scouts and 
bushwhackers are constantly trying to capture pickets during the night 
by crawling upon them unawares. Private Wilcox has not made his 
appearance here. I forgot to mention that his name does not appear 
among the losses reported, and it is doubted whether he has ever been 
captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUT23, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 16, 1864 — 9.45 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

Major-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, is directed to move 
at 3 o’clock to-morrow morning, by way of the Strong house and the 
shortest road thence to the Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of its inter- 
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section by the Yaughan road, and if he finds the enemy holding their 
intrenchments weakly there endeavor to carry them. The major-general 
commanding directs that yon draw in your pickets, excepting those 
west ofthe plank road, and concentrate yonr division at a suitable point 
near the plank road, or between it and the Norfolk road, and prevent 
the enemy’s cavalry coming in on the rear of General Warren from the 
direction of Beams’ Station. A force of 100 or 200 men may be left 
near Cocke’s Mill or Sycamore Church. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-Gmeral and Chief of Staff. 


Batohelder’s Creek, August 16^ 186i. 

Captain Parkinson, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

It is impossible to have the necessary scouting done on this front so 
long as the Bed House posts have to be furnished from this camp. The 
enemy’s scouts of late have been very bold, and unless they are kept at 
bay they will constantly annoy the picket-line. Two large infantry 
companies will picket the Bed House front. 

G. H. HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 

(Duplicate to General Palmei*.) 


Washington, August 17, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I have seen your dispatch,* expressing yonr unwillingness to break 
your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on with a bull- 
dog grip, and chew and choke as much as possible. 

A. LINCOLN. 


City Point, Ya., Axigast 17, 1864 — 9 j). m. 

(Beceived 8 p. m. 18th.) 

A. Lincoln, 

President of the United States: 

I have thought on your dispatcht relative to an arrangement between 
General Lee and myself for the suppression of incendiarism by the re- 
spective armies. Experience has taught us that agreements made with 
rebels are binding upon us, but are not observed by them longer than 
suits their convenience. On the whole, I think the best that can be done 
is to publish a prohibitory order against burning private property, ex- 
cept where it is a military necessity or in retaliation for like acts by the 
enemy. Where burning" is done in retaliation it must be done by order 
of a department or army commander, and the order for such burning to 
set forth the particular act it is in retaliation for. Such an order could 
be published and would come to the knowledge of the rebel army. 1 
think this course would be much better than any agreement with Gen- 
eral Lee, I could publish the order, or it could be published by you. 
This is respectfully submitted for your consideration, and I will then act 
as you deem best. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenan t- Genera 1. 


* See Angiiflt 15^ p. 193, t Soo August 14, p. 167, 
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Wilcox’s division. The first two named hripfades crossed the J ames River on Sunday 
night, and prisoners think that Fiiiegan’s brigade also crossed then. The whole of 
Field’s division is in front of onr lines near Deep Bottom. I can’t hear ot the other 
brigades of Wilcox’s division. General Girardey, temporarily commanding Wright’s 
brigade, was killed yesterday a. m. I can’t find that any of Heth’s division has gone 
to the north of James, but there is some evidence to show that the Tennessee brigade 
of Bushrod Johnson has done so. There are prisoners from both brigades of W. H. 
F. Lee’s cavalry division, and they all think that all the cavalry has been with- 
drawn from our extreme left near the Weldon railroad. They agree that the other 
cavalry divisions are gone to Early, and are confident that all the cavalry about here 
is on the north side of the James. I cannot, however, account for the late General 
Walker’s (South Carolina) brigade of cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTEE, 
Captain^ 


City Point, August 17 ^ ISGi . 

Captain McEntee, 

Headquarters Army of the Fotomao: 

Prisoners received by General Butler to-day exactly confirm what I 
sent you this morning. Their information also shows Mahoneys old bri- 
gade to be on the north side of the James, and Thomas^ and Scales’ 
brigades to be on General Butler’s front, on the south side. Have you 
nothing to-day? 

SHAEPB, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 17y 1864 . 

Col. G. H. Sharpe, 

City Pointy Va.: 

Have had nothing in to-day. Deserters who came in since Sunday 
report that all of Mahone’s division, except Wright and Perrin, are 
here. 

J. MoENTEE, 

Captam, <&c. 


City Point, Avgust 17 , 1864 . 

Captain McEntee, 

Headquarters Army of the Fotomae : 

The 267 prisoners of war, -about whom I telegraphed this a. m., were 
taken mostly by General Bimey instead of General Hancock, and a few 
by General Gregg’s cavalry. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 

(Same to Lieutenant Davenport, headquarters Army of the James.) 


August 17, 1864—10.45 a. in. 

Major Fishee: 

The enemy’s signal officer reports that all our boats have left the 
Appomattox. Ho change or movement seen this a. m. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 

Captain, (be. 
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Station near Gtibbon^s House, 

August 17^ 186 L 

Maj. B. F. Fisher ; 

There appears to be a decrease in the enemy’s camps all along the 
woods west of the city. Saw one train of thirty-three wagons moving 
north on line of Petersburg and Eichmond Eailroad at 4 p. m. Still 
working on forts reported, but with small force to-day. 

A. 0. JORDAlSr, 

Hergeant, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1864 — 10,45 a. yn. 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet. Enemy using the spade along the first line of works. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 17^ 186 i. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to report that my lookouts convey the 
impression that the enemy has to a very gi‘eat extent weakened their 
lines in our immediate front within the past three or four days. At 
about 4 p. m. a train of wagons was seen i^assing northward upon the 
Richmond road. Thirty-three were counted, when the rain closed in 
and shut out all further observation. Small squads of the enemy were 
employed at various points of theii’ lines, increasing the strength of the 
works. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


SpeCjial Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office, 

FTo. 273. ( Washitigton, August 17, 1864, 

* •% # * * * • # 

41. The following officers of the Signal Corps, IJ. S. Army, will re- 
port in person without delay to the chief signal officer, Army of the 
Potomac, for assignment to duty: Capt. F. E. Town, Capt. G. S. Dana. 
m # * * # * * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistatht Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17, 1864. (Received 9.30 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

A close examination of the enemy’s line this morning shows nothing 
new except that they have been at work all night strengthening their 
line on our right and extending their intrenchments in that direction. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


(Same to General Meade.) 
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City Point, Angtinf 17^ 1864. 

G-eneml Hancock: 

I have sent General Barnard and Colonel Comstock to Dutch Gap to 
see if the ^rorks carried by General Butler^s men there last evening, and 
stiU held by them, give us any advantage in turning the enemy from 
that direction. I cannot go up until 1 get their report, and likely 
will not go up at all to-day. Best your men all you can unless you see 
some decided advantage to be gained. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Idewtenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1864. 

General Grant: 

I send you a note just received from General Birney, which I liave 
not thought proper to act on without referring to you. 

WINTFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


[Inclobure.] 

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 17y 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant- General j Second Army Corps: 

The point where most of the dead and wounded, both of our own and 
of the enemy, lie [is] under both their fire and ours. 1 respectfully re- 
quest that a flag of truce be sent, proposing a suspension of hostilities 
in order that the wounded may be removed and dead buried. 

D. B. BIENBY, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August 17^ 1864. 

General Hancock: 

Send a flag of truce to the commanding ofi0.cer on the enemy’s front 
where the wounded lie, proposing cessation of hostilities there until 
the dead and wounded of both parties are collected. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 17 j 1864 — 3.50 p. m. 

General Grant: 

Between 4 and 6 this p. m. the dead and wounded between the lines 
at Fussell’s Mill will be delivered to the contending parties under flag 
of truce. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


(Same to General Meade.) 
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City Point 

Major-General Hancock: 


, A\igiist 17^ 1861 — J m. 

(EeoeivecI 9.20 p. m.) 


General Barnard and Colonel Comstock Rave returned and reijort 
that no benefit can arise from an advance from the works carried by 
General Butler last evening. His troops will be withdrawn to Dutch 
Gap during the night. Yoia‘ forces will be kept north of the James for 
some days, during which employ the enemy as you deem best. 

U. S. GEANTT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17^ 186 L (Eeceived 9.50 p. ni.) 

General Grant: 

In sending in the proposition for flag of truce I addressed it to the com- 
mander immediately in front. It was answered by General Field, who 
has command of this portion of the line (their right) where the flag 
went. General W. H. F. Lee also, a few minutes since, sent in a mes- 
sage to my extreme right, on. the Charles City road, asking for General 
Chambliss^ body. I answered that it would be delivered at FusselPs 
Mill. 

WIHF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Same to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1861, (Eeceived 10.25 j), m.) 

General Grant: 

The dead in front of our lines were removed this p. m. under flag of 
truce. The wounded had already been removed by the enemy. The 
flag was at two different places a mile apart, and as far astheintrench- 
ments could be observed in either place they were full. General Gary, 
of the enemy’s cavalry, was present during the removal of the dead. 
Several inquiries were overheard as to General Anderson’s headquar- 
ters, and other remarks, showing that he is in oui* front. His adjutant- 
general was present. Officers of Lane’s brigade were also present. It 
was also noticed that in speaking of yesterday’s fight some of the Con- 
federate officers mentioned the part taken by the Tenth Georgia Battal- 
ion, and a staff officer says he is confident the Sixty-fourth Georgia was 
also mentioned, though this regiment does not appear on my roster of 
Lee’s army. There is no doubt but that the enemy have a pretty strong 
force here to-day. The Eichmond papers of to-day, which I will send 
you as soon as a tug arrives, devote some considerable comment on our 
affair yesterday. One of them says we attacked on the Charles City 
road with 30,000 or 10,000 men, including Second, Ninth, and Tenth 
Corps — ^Burnside’s niggers leading every attack. They also speak of 
our attack in heavy force near Fussell’s Mill. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


(Same to General Meade.) 
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City FoiNT.Augmf 17^ ISbi — lo,SO m. 

General Hancock: 

Warren moves at 4 a. m. by onr left to get on to the Weldon road and 
witb invstructions to take advantage of any weakness be may discover 
in tbe lines of tbe enemy. This may lead to the withdrawal of troops 
from your front. Watch closely and take advantage of anything you 
can. 

U. S. GEAKT, 

Lieutenant- Genera L 


SiG-NAL Station, 

August 17^ 18()i. 

General Hancock: 

Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff, with 800 men, landed at 
Aiken’s and marched north, meeting a small brigade of rebels. Had 
slight skirmish, and, wheeling to the left, took the rifle-pits and deserted 
battery opi)osite Butch Gap. He holds Oox’s Mill and the bend 
forming Oox’s farm. General B[utlerJ orders him to retire this even- 
ing to Butch Gap, as the retaining of the ridge will need more men than 
can be spared. The rebel rams are at Oox’s Eeach opposite the farm, 
and shelling the ridge with no success. The Hewlett battery has 
opened on the Crow’s Hest battery. 

SIDNEY B. BE EAY, 

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamp to General Butler, 


Special Obdees, ) Headqxtaeters SeCond Army Corps, 

No. 212. ) Deep Bottom^ Va,^ August 17^ 1864, 

1. TJpon the commendation of the medical director of the corps Brig. 
Gen. F. C. Barlow, commanding First Division, will at once proceed to 
the corps hospital at City Point for medical treatment. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


CiRCDLAR.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1864, 

There will be aflag of truce, for the burial of the dead and the removal of 
the wounded, between the hours of 4 and C this p. m. by the Confederate 
time, which is half an hour slower than our own. Major Mitchell, aide- 
de-camp, will be at the point designated, and will determine the time. 
The dead and wounded will be collected by the ambulance department, 
and no one else will be permitted to communicate or to approach the 
picket-line. The dead and wounded will be delivered at Fussell’s Mill. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gevieral, 
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Headquarters Army op* the Potoj>iac, 

August 17^ 1864. — 2M0 jj. m. 
Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Gorjps: 

General: The major-goneral commanding directs that yon move 
to-morrow morning at 4 o’clock and endeavor to make a lodgment 
upon the Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of the Gurley house, or as 
much nearer to the enemy’s line of intrenchments as practicable, and 
destroy the road as far as you can, carrying on the destruction as far 
south as possible. In addition to the destruction of the railroad the 
movement should be considered a reconnaissance in force, in which 
you will take advantage of any weakness of the enemy that you may 
l^erceive; but it is not expected that you will fight under serious dis- 
advantages or assault fortifications. If you find the enemy extended 
along the railroad, showing an intrenched front wherever you move 
against them, you will remain, holding them there, keeping up your 
supplies. You will take with you four* days’ rations on the person, your 
artillery, and part of your ambulances and medical wagons, parking 
your trains at convenient and secure points in rear of the army. Gen- 
eral Kautz is directed to place under your orders his brigade of cavalry 
(two regiments), picketing from the infantry left to the Blackwater, 
which you will dispose of so as best to aid your operations. Infor- 
mation derived from prisoners captured on the north side of the James 
indicates that nearly all the enemy’s cavalry have been withdrawn 
from the south side of the James, and that the infantry force south of 
the Appomattox is considerably less than four divisions. The major- 
general commanding desires to impress on you that he will be unable 
to send you aiiy re enforcements, and that you must depend entirely 
upon your own resources. The only assistance you can derive from 
the trooi)s in oiu intrenchments will be that of obliging the enemy to 
maintain his line. Keep the commanding general well advised of the 
progress of your operations and of everything important. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 17^ 1864 — 5.45 p. m. 
Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Colonel Pitkin, quartermaster at City Point, has forwarded to you 
440 sets of implements for destroying railroad. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 17, 1864 — 10.80 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, Co7nmanding Fifth Corps: 

The following dispatch* from Lieutenant-General Grant is sent for 
your information and guidance. The commanding general directs that 
you strike the Weldon railroad as near the enemy’s intrenchments as 
practicable, extend your reconnaissance as far to the left as you can, 
and, if a good opportunity occurs, carry out the instructions sent you 
last night. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

* See Giant to Meatle, 10 p.ni., p. 215. 
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HEAD<;»iUARTERS FlETH ARMY OORPS, 

Atigiist 17^ 186i — 11 p. in, 

[Major-General Humphreys:] 

General : I did intend to send you tRis dispatcR in ^ the morning, 
which I had already written. The dispatch hy Major Michler induces 
me to send it now. I will do all I can toward any vulnerable point. I 
do not believe the enemy will leave Petersburg open to assault in the 
daytime, unless he evacuates it entirely the night before. 

Eespectfally, 

G. K. WAEEEIN, 

Major-General, 


Circular, > Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

No. 106. ) August 17^ 1864, 

The order received last night for the corps to move at 3 o’clock this 
morning having been suspended, and the order of suspension being 
very indefinite, the major-general commanding did not feel authorized 
to announce it. He does so now for the information of the command, 
in order to let the men get their cofiee. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Circular, ) Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

No. 107, ) August 17^ 1864, 

The corps will move to-morrow at 4 a. m. and in the following order: 
Griffin’s division, Ayres’ di\Tsion, Crawford’s division, and Cutler’s 
division. The batteries, as previously assigned to the several divisions, 
will move with them. The reserve artillery and one-half of the ambu- 
lances and one medicine wagon for each division will march in rear of 
the corps. No ordnance trains, battery wagons, nor forage wagons will 
accompany the column, nor will any baggage wagons be allowed except 
spring wagons. The baggage and other wagons left behind will be 
parked with the ordnance train. A staff officer will be sent to each 
division in the morning to conduct it. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 17^ 1864 — 9 p, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during 
the day. Brigadier-Geneial Potter, commanding Second Division, ^ 
reports the enemy erecting earth-works hi rear of their first line oppo- ; 
site the right of his division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General^ Commanding Ninth Army Corps, 
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Headquarters Third Division, Ij^inth Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1664. 

Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred 
on my line during the last twelve hours. My men have been busy 
repairing the lines. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac, 

August 17j 1864. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 

General : I have received the accomi)anying communication from 
Maj. Gen. W. H. F. Lee, Confederate cavalry. Please instruct me as to 
a reply. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General of Tolunteers. 

[Inclobure ] 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

August 17^ 1864. 

General (jREOO, or 

Officer Commanding* Federal Cavalry: 

General : I am led to believe, from statements of prisoners captured 
yesterday, that Brig. Gen. J. E. Chambliss of my command may have been 
killed during the action. Should such prove to be the fact, I have the 
honor to request that you will inform me whether any arrangement may 
be effected by which I may obtain possession of his body, 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, youx* obedient 
servant, 

W. H. F. LEE, 

2Iajor-General. 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac, 

August 17^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. W. H. F. Lee, 

Commanding Confederate Cavalry: 

General : In reply to your communication of this date, I have to 
reply that in the action of yesterday Brig. Gen. J. E. Chambliss was 
killed. The body vill be delivered at FusselPs Mill between the hours 
of 4 and 0 this p. m. If, however, it should not be found practicable 
to exhume it the accompanying description of the place of burial will 
enable the friends of General Chambliss, at a subsequent period, to find 
his grave. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 
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[Inclosure ] 

Headquae-tees Second OoEPt^, 

August 17j 1864. 

Brigadier-G-eneral Greg-Gt, 

Commanding Gamlry : 

General: Major-General Hancock lias directed me to foriiisli you 
the following description of the place at which Brigadier-General 
Chambliss is buried: 

Brig. Gen. John E. Chambliss is buried at the Pottery, near where 
road crosses Bailey’s Creek. His grave is directly in front of the house 
(hotel), about thiity feet from the road and ten feet from corner of ice- 
house. Headboard at his grave marked, Brigadier-General John E. 
Chambliss, C. S. A., killed in battle August 16, 1864, buried by Third 
Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps.” General Chambliss’ body is 
iuclose<l in a Avooden coffin. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and Aide-de-Gamj). 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 17, 1864 — Lid p. m. 

General Gregg : 

You can say to General Lee that in the truce, between 4 and 6 o’clock 
at Fussell’s Mill, General Chambliss’ body will be delivered then 5 or, 
if it should not be exhumed at the time, you can send him the memo- 
randum sent you this morning, showing where General C. was buried.* 
There need not be a truce at your line except for the purpose of sending 
this communicatjon. The Confederate time, which will govern the truce, 
is half an hour slower than ours. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEAI^CIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and hToETH Carolina, 

August 17^ 1861 — 7 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant ; 


We hold oui‘ own at Dutch Gap. At what time will you go up and 
see the ground? Shall I call for you with the Greyhound? 

BBm. F. BIJTLEE. 


City Point, Va., August 17 ^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding^ &c. : 

I have directed General Barnard and Colonel Comsto<‘k to go up to 
Dutch Gap. They have not yet started, but will go as soon as they get 
breakfast. 


U. S. GEAN'L 
JJeutenant- General. 


Boe next, mU. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, op Yirg-inia ane ]SroRTH Oajbolina, 

In the Meld^ August 17^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-General Gbant, 

Commanding^ &g. : 

We liave now on the north side of the James, Field’s division of 
Lougstreet’s corps, Lane’s and Conner’s brigades of Wilcox’s division of 
Hill’s corps, and Mahone’s division of same corpvS, with Bushrod John- 
son’s old brigade of Beauregard’s command. Mahone’s division moved 
across there from our front at Petersburg on Sunday night, making a 
long detour in order to avoid observation from my signal tower. 

BEFJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


City Point, Ya., August 17^ 1864. 

Major-General Buteeb, 

Commanding^ &c.: 

The Fifth Corps commences a movement by our left at 4 a. m. in the 
morning, with the intention of getting onto the Weldon road, and to take 
advantage of any weakness that may be discovered in the lines of the 
enemy. If this should lead to a withdrawal from your front be pre- 
pared to throw all your force at Bermuda into the breach, and I will 
recall everything from north of the James to reinforce them. 

u. s/gea:nt, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqbs. Dept, op Yibginia and FTobth Cabolina, 

August 17^ 1864 — 10,40 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Gbant: 

Telegram received. The most vigilant watchfulness will be had to 
ascertain any withdrawal, and the promptest movement made to take 
advantage of it. Major Ludlow has withdrawn without loss from his 
advanced position near Dutch Gap. The firing you hear is from the 
gun-boats upon the rams. 

BEHJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Hatcheb’s, August 17^ 1864 — 7.30 a. m. 

General Butleb: 

The position is stronger than I supposed. It should be held. I have 
only sufficient to keep up a strong picket-line. 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 


General Butleb: 


Signal Hill, August 17, 1864. 


Two gun-boats have opened from above our outer hue. 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 
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IIdqrs. Dept, oe Yieoinia and North Carolina, 

Oeeioe Bureau oe Ineormation, 

In the Fields Augiist 17^ 1864, 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Faint: 

I have prisoners here from Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’s division, 
of Hill’s corps. They say that they think theii whole division is there. 
They know that Weisiger’s, Wright’s, and Perrin’s are. 1 have also 
prisoners from Lane’s and Conner’s, of Wilcox’s, on north side of 
James, and full information from Thomas’ and Scales’, who are in our 
fr'ont here. This makes all of Wilcox here. 1 have also four prison- 
ers this morning from Biishrod R. Johnson’s old brigade. Colonel 
Hughs commanding, in our front at Deep Bottom. 

JOHN I. DAVENPORT, 

Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Gamp^ and Assistant Frovost-Marshal, 

P. S. — Since writing above have received your dispatch. The prison- 
ers you speak of conhrm my report, you will see, or mine yours. The 
men captured by Tenth Corps should have been landed at Bermuda, 
but by mistake were sent you. 

J. L D. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of ViRaiNiA and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 17^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that three trains 
passed the Junction toward Richmond last night and one toward Peters- 
burg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 17j 1864. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel Ejensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 11.30 a. 
m. a train of six cars loaded with troops passed the Junction toward 
Petersburg,” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


August 17, 1864. (Received 2.30 p. m.) 

Colonel Abbot, 

Broadway Landing : 

Send up the fom' 10-inch mortars to-night and place them in the large 
battery near Taylor house. Six siege guns are also required in Fort 
Hell. Send them up if you can to-night, with ammunition. It would 
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1)6 Yrell to land more mortars. The enemy are greatly strengtlieuing 
their armament near the salient, and with guns of large caliber. As 
much of your train as can be quickly removed in case of necessity 
should be put in battery. 

HEKEY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier- Oerter ah 


Broadway Landino, Ya., August 17^ 1861 — 3 m. 

Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Headquarters Army of the Bofomac: * 

I will send the mortars to-night, and will get the vsix guns ready for 
to-morrow. I cannot get them unloaded and to Fort Hell before "day- 
light. 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery^ Commanding Siege Train. 


Headc^uarters Second Army Corps, 

August 17, 1864 — 5.80 a. m. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corqhs : 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say 
that last evening he directed ceitain dispositions to be made of the 
troops under your command, and a report to be made of such action. 
He has not been advised of what has been done in the matter, and 
desires to know the arrangement of your troops, and whether the 
brigades loaned you are in position on the line or so that they can be 
called away easily if requii*ed. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 17, 1864. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Forces: 

The brigade of the Second Division, Second Corps, is posted on the 
left of General Foster, in (dose connection with its own division on its 
left. The brigade of the First Division, Second Corps, is on the right 
of Brigadier-General Birney, connecting on its right with Brigadier- 
GenerSl Miles and reporting to him. Colonel Craig^s brigade is on my 
line, and can be taken away this morning; last night it was disorgan- 
ized. Colonel Smyth’s brigade reports to him and is on his own line. 
Yours, respectfully, 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


n R R— yOL XLUj PT II 
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Headquarters"' Second Corps, 

August 17j 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

General: The major-general commanding regrets to say that not a 
single wounded man was found between the lines to-day. The flag of 
truce was consented to by him reluctantly, and only on General Birney’s 
assurance that the facts were that our own and the enemy^s wounded 
were between the lines, exposed to the fire of both parties, and cotdd 
be removed by neither. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

r. A, WALEZEE, 
Assista7it Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1864 — 10.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Assista^it Adjutant- General : 

111 answer to your dispatch concerning the flag of truce sent out 
to-day, I would respectfully state that I am not aware of having given 
any assurances in respect to the wounded beyond what is contained in 
my note of this morning, viz, that they were under the enemy’s fire and 
ours. This information was given by the corps officer of the day. The 
party bearing the flag was not suffered to advance beyond our picket- 
hue. 

Eespectfully, 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 17y 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 


One small brigade, having lost heavily and become somewhat disor- 
ganized, has been sent to Deep Bottom to relieve the garrison there, 
which is ordered here in their place. The force to take the place of 
that leaving this front consists of two strong regiments. 

Eespectfully, 

D. B, BIEhTEY, 

Major- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

A'ugxist 17^ 1864 — 8.27 p. m. 

A flag of truce will be sent out to the enemy at 4 p. m. to-day, from 
which time until 6 p. m. there will be a cessation of hostilities. You 
will see to it that no person goes out but the properly authorized par- 
ties. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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UjyqnH , Dept, of Virginia and !North Carolina, 

Angtist 17^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Commanding Line of Defenses: 

I wseud inclosed a telegram* from the lieutenant-geneial commanding 
for your information. Take every possible precaution and device to 
have the enemy Avatclied to see if any movement is made. If at all, it 
will be to-morrow at from 0 to 10 o’clock, or thereafter probably. Please 
return telegram at your leisure. 

BENJ. E. BUTLEB, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 17^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Commanding I ntrenclments^ Bermuda Dundred: 

Order Colonel Washburn, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, with his 
entire mounted force, to come here immediately. He will cai efully scour 
the roads and woods on his way for stragglers, especiahy on this 'side 
the pontoon bridge, and bring them to their commands. 

By Older of Major-General Birncy: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Ass ista n t al djuta )it- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field j August 17^ 1864 — 11.50 p. m. 

Colonel Curtis, 

Commanding Brigade^ Ac.: 

Colonel: The lieutenant-general telegraphs that movements are on 
foot which he thinks ^Till cause the enemy to withdraw troops from our 
front. The major-general therefore directs that every measure be taken 
to determine it if possible. 

This by direction of Brigadier-General Turner: 

Very respectfully, 

I8EAEL E. SEALY, 

Captain^ Forty-seventhFeio Yorlz Vols.^ Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters Cavalry” Division, 

Aug^ist 17 j 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff] Army of the Potomac: 

General : I i*eturn the map. As I stated to you this morning I 
can make no changes. The roads I have traveled on are indicated on 
the map, as well as all other roads of which I have any information. 
Whether there are any others I do not know from any observation of 
mine. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTE, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding Cavalry Division. 


See Grant to Butler, p. 255. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 17j 1861 — 3 jj. m, 

Erigadier-Gcneral Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Divinion: 

Major-Geueral WaiTen is ordered to move to-morrow morning at 4 
o^’clock and endeavor to effect a lodgment upon tlie Weldon railroad as 
near to the enemy’s intrencliments as practicable, and destroy the road 
as far south as ho can. He will take advantage of any weakness he 
may perceive on the part of the enemy. To aid liim in this operation 
the major-general commanding directs that yon place under his orders 
the brigade of your cavalry (two regiments) picketing irom the left of 
the infantry, which should be provided with the full amount of rations 
and forage they can carry, and arrangements made to keep up the sup- 
ply. General Warren is directed to take four days’ rations and to keep 
up supplies, should the operation continue longer. Should you accom- 
pany the brigade please ad^c the commanding general. Information 
derived from prisonjcrs indicates that nearly all the enemy’s cavalry 
have been withdrawn from the south side of the James. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Augtisi 17 j 1864 — 5 jp. m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps^ Army of the Foiomac: 

Gei^eral : I have been directed to flirnish two regiments of cavalry to 
report to you. The two regiments now picketing on the left of the army 
are those indicated in the orders to me. Colonel Lewis, Third New York 
Cavalry, will be the senior officer. I have sent him an order to report 
to you for orders. The two regiments will number between 800 and COO 
in all. Colonel Lewis’ headquarters are near the Jerusalem plank road, 
at McCann’s house. The two regiments are on picket, and extend to the 
left to near Baxter’s Mill, on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad. 
They have been ordered to hold themselves in readiness to march at 4 
a. m. to-morrow with three days’ rations and two days’ forage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

August 17, 1861—1 p, m. 

Col. S. P. Spear, 

Commanding Brigade: 

The general commanding directs that you cause the Pirst District of 
Columbia Cavalry to be prepared to move to-morrow morning, 18th in- 
stant, at 4 o’clock, provided with ammunition and three days’ rations 
and forage, their pickets to be withdrawn just before the regiment 
naoves. Further instructions will be sent you this evening. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

M. J. ASOH, 

Captain and Aaiing Assistant Adjutant- General* 



Chap. LIV ] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


261 


City Point, Va., August IbOi-^-b p, m. 

Major-GeBeral Halleok, 

Washbigton^ D, C. : 

General Warreu moved witli liis corps this morning' to and across the 
Weldoix road about one mile soutli of the lead works. To that point 
he met/ nothinf>: but the eiiem 3 "’s pickets. He advanced from there 
toward Petersburg, meeting tlie enemy early in his advance. He had 
considerable fighting during tlie da^-, suffering some loss and inflicting 
loss upon the enemj". I have no repoit showing the extent of our 
losses, but judge them to be light, from the dispatches. Some of the 
enemy’s wounded fell into our hands and a few other prisoners. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

Li exiten a nt- G^enera L 


City Point, Ya., August 18^ 186i — l.i8 a, m, 
Major-General Meade: 

General Grant desires me to ask what the heavy firing is. 

C. B.' COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant’ Coloneh 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August Ibj 1861 — 2.16 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock: 

Tlie firing is in front of the Kinth Corps. No report has been made, 
but 1 have sent for one. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August Ib^ 1864 — 2,30 a, m, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock ; 

The cannonading and mortar practice was along the whole line — 
Eighteenth and Ninth Corps. No one seems to know how it began or 
the cause. It is probablj^ the enemy feeling to see if we are still here. 
It is now subsiding. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Gerieral. 


City Point, Ya., August 18^ 1864 — 10 JO a, m, 
Major-General Meade: 

Have you heard what progress General Warren is making*? 

TJ, S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18 j 1864 — 10,45 a. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Telegram of 10.30 received. The last dispatch from General Warren 
of 8.20 is forwarded.* Whenever General Warren reports anything of 

importance it will be promptly transmitted. 

^ i 1 MEADE, 

, Major- Genera V, 

p, s. — I am having the telegraph run out to the Gurley house. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1861 — 11 a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The following just received from General W arren.t The Seven tli Vir- 
ginia Cavalry is in Rosser’s brigade, Young’s division, formerly Hamp- 
ton’s division, it being understood Hampton now commands all the 
cavalry. 

[GEO. G. MEADE, J 

Major- Gemr ah 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 12»30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

1 send the last reportj just received from General Warren. Since 
its receipt quite sharp cannonading is lieard in his direction, but no 
report of progTess. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Va., August 18, 1864, 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, &g, : 

If Warren can do no better I would have him close up on Petersburg, 
with his left west of the Weldon road, and intrench and stay there. So 
long as the enemy is occupied north of the James he can si)are no force 
to drive Warren away. When we withdraw from there Hancock can 
go to his support, and the Tenth Corps will relieve the Eighteenth from 
the trenches, giving us another corps foot loose. 1 do not mean this in 
any way to prevent Warren from taking advantage of any weakness of 
the enemy according to his judgment. 

IJ. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


^See p. 272. 

t See Warren to Humphreys, 9 a. m., p. 272. 
t See Warren to Humphreys, 10 a. m., p. 272. 
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Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 

Aug^ist 18, 1864 — 1*15 jg, m. 

Lieatenant-General Grant : 

PespectfuUy forwarded.* Your telegram of 12 m. received, I will 
await tlie developments of tlie day before sending Warren any instruc- 
tion based on it. Indeed, bis orders last nigbt contemplate bis making 
and retaining a lodgment on tbe railroad. 

GEO, G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 

Headquarters Army .of the Potomac, 

A%uj%ist 18, 1864 — 1,30 p, m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I have endeavored to ascertain tbe probable cause of tbe heavy can- 
nonading last nigbt, but without success. It commenced a little before 
2 a. m., on tbe right of tbe Eighteenth Corps, by tbe enemy, and was 
quickly taken up by all their batteries to our left, and as quickly 
responded to by ours. Tbe enemy, in the afternoon previous, told tbe 
pickets of tbe !Nintb Corps not to be alarmed in tbe nigbt because they 
weregoingto shell tbe negroes. Tbe probabilities are that they suspected 
some movement on our part which they thought they might interrupt, 
or they suspected we were or bad been withdrawing and they would 
draw our fire. Fi*om all I can learn tbe casualties on our side are: 
Uintb Corps, 2 killed, 10 wounded; Eighteenth Corps, 5 killed, 15 
wounded; in all, 7 killed, 25 wounded. I have given orders hereafter 
our batteries are not to open at night unless there is evidence they are 
able to accomplish something. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- GeneraL 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 18, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following report just 
received: 


Plank Road Station, August 18, 1864-— 1.30 jp. m. 
Qannonading on our left, apparently on line of Weldon railroad, one mile and a 
half south, of large fort near Weldon railroad. Five hundred cavalry standing in 
road in front of said fort. Column of infantry now passing on line of Weldon rail- 
road in direction of firing. 

FULTON, 

S^geant. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S, STRYJOR, 

Acting Chief Signal Officer. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 3.15 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I forward the above just received. Ho dispatch from Warren since 
the one sent you at 1.15 p. m. Heavy musketry firing, as well as can- 
nonading. has recently been heard in that direction. 

’ GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. m., p. 273. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aug^ist 18 j 1864 — i m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The above [following], just received, was sent before the attack of 
which I have reported musketry and cannonading, l^o sounds now. 
As there appears to be a division of the enemy’s cavalry on the rail- 
road, I have ordered Kautz to draw in another of his regiments, leav- 
ing only one between the Blackwater Swamp and the James: 

IIeadquaktkrs Fifth Army Corps, 

• Mi(just ISf 1SG4 — IJ.SO p, in. 

General Humphreys: 

My infantry has not yet succeeded in driving away the enemy from his position on 
the railroad, hut has forced him to draw hack the artillery from its lirst position. 
Wo have not engaged heavily, hut soon will he if the ene)ny’s force docs not retire. 
I think General Ayres i= := well as ho can. The enemy's cavalry are south 

of us on the railroad, am' . !.•■ so.; m camps of the division were said hy the prisoners 
to he about two or three miles west of the railroad. The position here is a large 
open, level field, about three-fourths of a mile through, and surrounded by woods. 

G, K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 

P. S. — I have just received the note brought by Captain Fisher about the cavalry. 
If any pickets were going to take their place, I wotild rather have them there than 
with me. 

G. K. W. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A^ignst 18, 186 i — 4,10 p, m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Just received and forwarded.* 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Genei'al, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1801 — 5 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Just received and forwarded.! This appears to have been an open 
fight, the enemy attacking, and Warren further reports them moving 
down on his left flank. *He has two divisions beside those reported by 
him as engaged. 1 fancy he will not be able to do more than edect a 
lodgment on the road and that the enemy will vigorously dispute this. 

GEO, G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 

P. S. — There has been no firing since the fight here reported. 


^ See Warreu to Humphreys, 1.30 p. m., p. 273. 
+ See Warren to Humphreys, 2.30 p. m., p. 273. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Warren is directed to maintain his hold and intrench himself. When 
may we look for Hancock 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


City Point, Ya., August 18y 1864, 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding^ &g. : 

I think it will be advisable to hold Hancock where he is until to- 
morrow night. 1 will direct him if he can hold his position to send one 
division to-night. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

Lk^itenant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18 j 1864 — 7,15 p, m. 

General Grant: 

Warren can hold his own, I think, and may perhaps yet push the 
enemy. I ought to have mentioned that, when he spoke of Ayres’ 
division, he referred to the Maryland Brigade, which he had previously 
reported as giving way. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-QeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18^ 1864 — 7,20 p, m. 

General Grant: 

The following just received from Warren and forwarded.* 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, August 18^ 1864 — 8,20 p. m. 

General Meade: 

General Hancock has ordered General Mott’s division to report to 
you. 

IT. S. GKAHT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18^ 1864 — 9.30 p, m. 

General Grant: 

I send you the last dispatch received from Warren.t Parke has been 
ordered to relieve the maximum force he can with Mott’s division, and 
push them up at once to Warren’s support. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

• Major-General, 


*See Warren to Humphreys, 5.30 p. m., p. 274. 
t See Warren to Humphreys, 7 p. m., p. 275. 
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City Point, Va., August 18, 1864 — 7.40 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, <&o.: 

General Hancock will probably send a division to-nigbt. I will let . 
you know as soon as he ascertains if it can be spared. The distance 
between Hancock and Warren is so great that it would take until 12 
to-morrow to transfer troops from one to the other, and then they would 
be too much fatigued to do much. Could not re-enforcements be sent 
from the Ninth Corps to Warren, if he should want them, and let the 
Second Corps take their place? If the enemy pile any considerable 
force against Warren to-morrow they must do it by taking nearly every- 
thing from their line in front of the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps, and 
must be met by an equal reduction of our line. 

U. S, GEANT, 
Lieutenmt- General. 


City Point, August 18, 1864 — 11.15 p. m. 

• Major-General Meade: 

Tell Warren if the enemy comes out and attacks him in the morning 
not to hesitate about taking out every man he has to repel it ; and not to 
stop when the enemy is repulsed, but to follow hipi up to the last. We 
certainly ought to be satisfied, when we can get the enemy to attack us. 

H. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 

Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 12.05 a. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

The foregoing dispatch, just received, is sent to you for your informa- 
tion, as desired by the lieutenant-general commanding. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General : No deserters or prisoners of war have come in to-day. 
I will inquire immediately if any have come in at the Ninth Corps, 
One deserter from Sixth Virginia Infantry came in yesterday from 
General Crawford’s headquartos, where he had been since Satur- 
day last. There were others from his brigade who came into our lines 
at the same time he did, and all information which he might have 
given was reported at the time by other members of his regiment. 
General Crawford kept him for the purpose of having him point out 
certain batteries in the enemy’s works, the location of which are all 
known by the engineer department at these headqdarters. He brings 
nothing new. 

Very respectftiLly, your obedient servant, , 

J. McENTEE, 

Captam, <&e. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-Generad’s Department, 

August 18^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: A deseiter from Hintli Florida, Finegan^s brigade, Ma- 
lioiie’s division, wlio came into oiir lines on night of the 16th instant, 
has just been received fi*om Mnth Corps. He reports that he went 
on picket on night of 16th; that just before leaving the trenches 
Mahone’s old brigade was relieved by Hauls’ brigade. Wright’s and 
Perrin’s brigades went away from here on Sunday, and the balance of 
the division were in our liont when he left. The intormant is quite a 
youth, and knows very little of enemy’s organization or position. A 
negro who came in last night was also sent in with above. He states 
that just belore leaving enemy’s lines (about dark) saw them moving 
artillery to their right, and he understood they intended opening on a 
camp of our troops, which they could see from their right flank. He 
has been at work in a gang of 1,500 negroes repairing and constructing 
fortiflcations about Petersburg. He is not intelligent and gives no 
information, 

J. McENTBE, 

Captain^ dtc. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18) 1864. 

Captain Fisher: 

Small parties of enemy at work behind old line to right of Gregory’s 
house. Three battle-flags to left of Gregoiy’s house; formerly only one 
in view. 


I. S. LYOFT, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Headqitarters Fifth Army Corps, 

A^igust 18) 1864 — 1^.45 p. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

A small torce of enemy is moving to the left in the direction of the 
cannonading. They are moving about opposite plank road signal sta- 
tion and evidently come from the canq) nearly oi^posite that station. 
They carry knapsacks, &c. I have seen only about 100 in motion. 

I. S. LYOhT, 


Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 18) 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following report just 
received: 

Gibbon's Housr, August 18, 1864. 

Sa,w drove of between 200 and 300 beef-cattle on Richmond road moving south 
Enemy's signal officer reports all quiet; no vessels visible on the river. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


I am, general, very res'[)eetfally, your obedient servant. 

By order : 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

First TAeutcnant and Adjutant Signal Corps* 
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Peanic Eoad Signal Station, 

August 18^ lS6i — L30 2^. m, 

Maj. B. P. Fisher: 

Another division of infantry moved to oiir left on line of Weldon 
railroad between 4 and 4.30 p. m., accompanied by a train of twenty- live 
wagons. Column seventeen minutes in passing. The column reported 
passing at 1.30 p. m. consisted of about two brigades. 

H. W. FCLTOI^, 

jSergemt, 


City Point, Ya., August 18^ 1864 — 10,30 a, m. 
Major-General Hancock: 

If you can hold your position with a division less than you have, send 
one division to-night, starting as soon as you can get it olf, to report to 
General Meade. 

U, S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- Geneml, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

• August 18, 186 i. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I will send General Mott’s division to report to General Meade. 

WINF’D S. IIAHCOCK, 

Major-0 eneraL 


City Point, August ^5, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock: 

There has been a requisition made for 500 horses for the Second 
Cavalry Division. There are now at Washington about 1,000 men of 
this division dismounted. Ask Gregg if he will have 500 men sent with 
the horses or if he will have the horses sent and leave the men until 
they can be lemounted. It is reported that the mail steamer has be(ni 
fired into below here. Get a brigade of Gregg’s cavalry ready, if you 
can, to go down and cut off the enemy. I will make full inquiry about 
the matter and inform you; in the meantime have the cavalry ready, 
-but do liot start them until further orders. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieut en a n t- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Your dispatch is received, and General Gregg has been sent for to 
make the arrangements you propose. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 18 y 1804. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


General Gregg reports that he would prefer having 500 horses sent 
to City Point, as he has now at this time more than 500 dismounted 
men. 

WHSTFD S. HAISTCOCK, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August ISj 1864. 

General Hancock: 

It turns out to bo a mistake about there being a rebel battery below 
here. The firing heard was our gun-boats discharging their guns. 

U. S. GKANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

A^igust 18y 1864 — 6.40 ]}. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The enemy have been feeling my lines and have made some pretty 
sharp attacks on my front and right. They still continue it on my 
right, but at this moment slight. 

WINPD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 18y 1864 — 7 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Your dispatch is received. The enemy are very vigorous. I have 
just received a dispatch stating that the enemy have possession of the 
roads in General Gregg’s rear, and that they have passed cavalry and 
infantry toward Malvern Hill, threatening my hold on the river, which 
is now essential to me. I can only send a division by shortening my 
lines, so as to render my connection. with the river secure. I shall 
change my lines to-night to meet the new state of things, and will send 
a division if you do not object to my contracting my lines. I will tele- 
graph you a little later. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Aiigust I8y 1864 — 7.40 p. m. 

General Hancock: 

1 have no objection to your shortening your line to make your posi- 
tion secure, 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General^ 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

Atigiist 18j 1S61 — 11 IK on. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

EverytMug is quiet. At [this] time I am clianging my line a little, 
tlie general direction being that of tbe New Market road. By with- 
drawing my right I have taken out a division and Kstill have a heavy 
force on my right, with which I shall make a demonstiation on the 
Charles City road to-morrow. The enemy attacked with considerable 
force on General Birney’s right just above FusselPs Mill, but Averc 
repulsed. They attacked Gregg on the roads coming in from White 
Oak Swamp and drove him, though he still holds the intersection of 
the Charles City and Malvern Hill roads, the enemy holding between 
the cross-road and Deep Bottom Creek. I shall clear out whatever 
may be there in the morning. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 16\ 1604 — 11,30 on. 


The last report I had from the enemy to-night was one that came 
from the picket-line just after their repulse, to the efiect they were 
moving at double-quick toward my right. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 7.80 p. on. 

The following dispositions of troops ai*e ordered for to-night: Colonel 
Smyth, commanding Second Division, will relieve the pickets of Gen- 
eral Mott’s division, and will hold the line from the Potteries, on the 
New Market and Malvern Hill road, to the right. The First Division, 
Brigadier-General Miles commanding, to hold the line fivm Colonel 
Smyth’s right along the New Market and Long Bridge road, occupying 
as much of the old intrenchments as he can hold. The Tenth Corps, 
Major-General Birncy, will take position on General Miles’ right, oc(*u- 
pying the heights about the Kuffiu house and crossing the New Market 
and Long Bridge road. The picket lines of the Second and First Divis- 
ions will remain as established now. General Birney will establish a 
line from General Miles’ right, taking in the high ground near the 
Turner house and. extending the front of his position at Kuffin’s house 
and connecting with the cavalry. Genei*al Gregg, commanding (iavalry, 
will cover the Charles City road as far to the front as i>racticable, and 
watching the roads to the right and i-ear. On being relieved by the 
Second Division, General Mott will move with his division to the 
vicinity of Petersburg, reporting to General Meade. These arrange- 
ments to go into effect at once, so as to complete the movement to-night. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

F. A. WALKEB, 
Assistant Adjutant- Geoieral. 
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HEiLDQUARTEES SECOND ARMY OORPS, 

Wear Beep Bottom^ Ya.^ August 18, 1864—6.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First Bivision: 

General; The major-general commanding directs that you with- 
draw from the right one of your brigades and place it near its former 
position on the line, notifying General Birney as you do so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEAKOIS A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


• [Aug-ust 18, 1864.] 

Colonel Smyth, 

Commanding Second Bivision : 

You will please relieve at once the picket-line of General Mott’s divis- 
ion. General Miles will, during ihe night, relieve a portion of your 
right, so as to equalize more nearly your details. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

0. H. MOEGAH, 
Lieutenant-GoloneU Chief of Staff. 


This only includes the line in General Mott’s front, and not the one 
on the Malvern Hill road. 


M. 


AuexJST 18, 1864. (Eeceived 8.20 p. m.) 

General Mott ; 

The major-general commanding directs that you put your command 
in march for the vicinity of Petersburg as soon as possible, reporting 
your arrival to Major-General Meade. Your picket-line will be relieved 
by Colonel Smyth’s division. The brigade near the bridge-head may 
be relieved by you, so as to place it last in march, if it is not previously 
relieved by other troops. It is hoped the road you are to take to the 
Appomattox will be lighted. You will try and get your division across 
the bridge at the Appomattox before daylight. 

Eespectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAK, 
Jbieutena nt- Colonel, &c. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 4 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; I was exceedingly pleased with my instructions for the 
movement I am just starting upon. I have shown them to some of my 
division commanders and all alike are pleased. We’ll do the best we 
can, you may rest assured, and will never ask anyone under them to 
stand the responsibility of a possible failure. I propose to send a mes- 
sage regularly once an hour; oftener if interesting. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major-General. 



272 


OPEEATIONS IN SB. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Gwley Mousey Aiigust 18 ^ 1864 — 7 a, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Tlxe head of my column is closing up and forming here as 
near as we can to the enemy^s vedettes without his observation. As 
soon as I am well in hand and prepared to follow up rapidly 1 shall 
advance. There has been nothing to report this morning. Our cavalry 
here have no information except that the enemy’s pickets last night 
told them they were to be relieved this morning. The two regiments 
of cavalry are so distributed on picket that none of them will be avail- 
able until I can drive away the enemy and relieve those to the right of 
us. ‘ * 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAHEEl^, 

Major-General. 


Gurley House, August 18y 1864 — 5.^(9 a. m. 
Major-General Humphreys: 

My arrangements are made and my line is now advancing. I will 
report as soon as anything occurs. The cavalry pickets retire. 

G. K. WAKKEi^^, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18y 1864. — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Our advance encountered nothing but cavalry, and cap- 
tured some of them irom the Seventh Confederate. My troops have 
reached the railroad and cut the telegraph wire. The intense heat 
causes many men to fall out. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBI^^, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18y 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have two divisions tx\} and nearly formed. Marching 
to-day is very slow, and there are a great many cases of sunstroke, 1 
am pushing out in every direction to make myself secure in my inibr- 
mation. As soon as I am prepared, will move up the railroad. I am now 
at the pla(*e on the west of the railroad marked on the map as Blick. 
Eespectfully, 

Qr. K. WAEEEJST, 

Major- General 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18j 1864 — 10,30 a, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


Your two dispatches of 7 and <S.20 a. in. have been received. Eespect- 
ing the two regiments of cavalry it was expected that you would call 
them all in whenever it suited your own objects best without any regard 
to their objects as pickets of the army. 

A. A. HHMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff , 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18y 1864 — 11 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : My last division has just reached the railroad. I have 
got possession of the forks of the road at the place marked Flowers. 
General Ayres' division now has the lead and is advancing up the rail- 
road. There is a cavalry force about three-quarters of a mile ahead 
with a battery. I shall endeavor to open connection from my right, as 
I advance, with the left of the Mnth Corps. The men give out fear- 
fully in the sun and coinpel us to moye slowly to keep them in the 
ranks. Several officers have been sunstruck also. 

Kespectfully, 

G, K. WAEEEK, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 1,30 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

The enemy hold on firmly to their position yet, but I am extending 
my line till I can turn their left flank. Where I strike them along the 
roads they are intrenched. General Ayres has not perfected his 
arrangements yet nor made his final effort, and so far our losses are 
small. I have no chance to use mj artillery to any advantage, ^dbut 
four guns at most. It has rained hard here now for fifteen minutes. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Atigust 18, 1864 — 2.30 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys : 

I was just advancing at 2 p. m., with Ayres^ and Crawford’s divis 
ions, wdien the enemy advanced simultaneously with us. The Maryland 
Brigade, on my left, gave way, but 1 believe the rest of the line holds 
them or has sent them back. It was a heavy fight for half an hour,- at 
present it is nearly quiet. The enemy’vS infantry are reported passing 
down the road toward Flowers’, my cavalry having been driven away 
from there. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 

18 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — i m, 

Major-Goneral Humphreys: 

General: The falling back of General Ayres^ division has deranged 
my plans considerably and 1 am getting things in order again. We 
lost a little ground and probably a few prisoners and some hundi’cds 
wounded. The enemy 1 expect lost quite as heavily, and has been 
comxoelled to fall back, too, to near bis first position. Reports of the 
enemy moving on both flanks come in but cannot be true. 1 have 
ordered Ayres and Crawford to advance again, the former supported 
by General Cutler^s division. Having to rely entirely upon myself T 
keep Griflln still in reserve to look our for flank attacks. My picket- 
line connects across by cavalry with the Ninth Corps. I do not at all 
anticipate it can be driven by the enemy, and will endeavor to advance 
if practicable. The enemy’s infantry is of Heth’s division, so I learn 
by prisoners, but they are not communicative. Hill, they say, is in 
command. If I am still on the railroad I shall take up a position to- 
night and intrench unless otherwise directed. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augxbist 18, 1864 — 4.30 jg. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Gorjys: 

General Kautz has been directed to re-enforce the cavalry under 
your orders by another regiment, about 400 men. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 5.15 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

^iCommanding Fifth Gor^s: 

The maiior-general commanding directs that, if the contingent objects 
of your instructions cannot be accomplished, you intrench as close up 
to the enemy^s works as you can get, with your left well westward of 
the Weldon railroad, and remain there. Tliis is not intended to pre- 
vent you from taking advantage of any weakness of the enemy or of 
withdrawing your command if in your judgment military necessity 
requires it. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

BUclds Mouse, August 18^ 1864 — 5.30 ;p. m. 
Major-General Humphreys: 

General: Your dispatch per Captain Emory is just received. I 
have nothing farther to report except that my skirmish line, in advanc- 
* ing, finds the enemy in the same line he took up to-day. We have to 
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advance on the right through dense woods, which makes it slow and 
difficult, as it is almost impossible to command the men there. I cannot 
say how much our loss is yet. Colonel Peirson, of the Thirty-ninth 
Massachusetts, is said to be mortally wounded.* V/ e have some of the 
enemy’s wounded in our possession. General Hayes had his horse 
killed. The Fifteenth [Hew York] Heavy Artillery have behaved 
remarkably well. 

G. K. WAPEEH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

A'ligust 16^ 1861 — 7 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have already got my line as close to the enemy as I can 
and made arrangements for intrenching it. My pickets connect with 
the Hinth Corps across nearly east and west from the Strong house. 
The enemy is throwing up breast- works between me and Petersburg, 
and already has a good line. I think I can hold on here for a hard 
fight if I can keep ui) the communication with the Hinth Corps. It 
has been a hard day on the men and the fight to-day was severe on 
both sides. My right is in sight of the main intrenchments of Peters- 
burg, but nearly one mile and three-quarters off. I understand that 
I am expected to make myself as strong here as I can, hold on till 
I am forced to leave, and destroy the railroad as much as possible. 
Unfortunately, the wet weather will interfere very much with our heat- 
ing the rails. The telegrai)h line may get in operation to-night. The 
enemy advanced to-day at 2 p. m. in two lines for the front of one of my 
divisions, perhai)S 6,000 men. We broke the first line at once, but the 
second forced ours back, outflanking Ayres by a i)ortion giving way on 
his left. His division, however, finally repulsed .the attack on him. 
General Crawford did not receive so heavy an assault except on his 
left, and this was the only part of his line that gave back, but it also 
advanced again. The enemy’s proximity to his fortified line enabled 
him to act with boldness, and I do not now think he considered us 
strong and made his effort to drive us fi*om the railroad. He has taken 
some prisoners from us to-day and now knows our strength. If he 
tries again, it will have to be with a very large force to succeed. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 18^ 1864 — 8.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I will send up a sketch of my line to-night by an orderly. You can 
have a good idea of my frront toward Petersburg by taking a point on 
the Weldon railroad three-quarters of a mile north of Dunlop’s and 
drawing a line direct to ouc advanced line on the plank road. Our 
pickets will not have more than half a mile to connect straight across 
and it will be done in the morning. My fire commands half a mile west 
of the railroad. My line extends south of Dunlop’s nearly a mile and 


Colonel Peirson survived his wound. 
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my pickets there coniieot with the cavalry. From an examination of a 
few prisoners I find they belong to the Seventh Confederate Cavalry, 
to Heth’s division, and to Hoke’s brigade, of Beauregard. Prisoners 
are not very willing to communicate, but they say there are troops of 
Beauregard’s in reserve in Petersburg all the time. I have directed 
the prisoners to be sent up to you. 

Eespectfally, 

G. K. WAEKEH, 

Mujor-Gcncral. 


Headqxjaetees Finn Army Corps, 

Avgust 18, 1861 — 9.30 p. in. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

General : By laying the inclosed sketch* on your two-inch map you 
can see exactly our present position. My artillery is so disposed that 
it of itself will be able to hold considerable portions of my line. You 
must excuse my hasty and disjointed dispatches to-day, I'or 1 had to 
write with all the interruptions' of severe battle and movements. 
Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBlf, 

31 a jo r- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 18, 1861 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Warren: 


As soon as Mott’s division, of Hancock’s corps, can bo got over from 
Deep Bottom he will relieve some 5,000 or C,000 of Parke’s ti“oops that 
will be sent at once to your sui)poit. Mott is moving now. Parke will 
also send you in the coiu'se of the night or toward morning some 
1,500 men. They will move as soon as they can be relieved by some of 
Ord’s troops. 

A. A. HUMPIIEBYS, 
3Iajor-G6neral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 18, 1861—10.15 p, m. 

Major-General Warren: 

The 1,500 men from Parke will leave him about 3 a. m. to join you. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Circular, ) Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

No. 107^. ) August 18, 1861. 

All the timber west of our position on the railroad and between it 
and the Vaughan road, as well as lUl other obstructions to the use of fire- 
arms, or furnishing shelter to the enemy, such as houses, fences, &c., 
will be thrown down or destroyed as fast as practicable. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FEED. T. LGCKB, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

*Se6 Part I, p. -133. ~ ~ 
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Headquaetees Fipth Aemy Coeps, 

August- 18^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Aitees, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General: If you have any rebel iirisoners in your custody the 
major-general commanding desires that they be sent to the corps 
provost-marshal at these headquarters to-night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees Fipth Aeiviy Ooeps, 

Augiist IS, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

General Atees: 

I have orders approving what has been done this evening, and telling 
me to feel the enemy closely and hold on. I learn that yoiu changes 
this evening leave but a battalion of Bragg’s brigade on the line. If 
in the morning at daylight you can replace this by the Tweltth Eegulars 
I can use this brigade to re-enforce Crawford, which I desire to do. 
He has xnished his right w]} to within sight of the Petersburg defenses, 
and can connect with the pickets of the Ninth Cori)s in only an interval 
of half a mile. Have your men slash timber in their front to-night. 
Eespectfully, 

G.K. WAEREF, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Second Division, Fipth Ooeps, 

A^lgust 18^ 1861 — 8,30 p. m. 


Major-General Waeeen, 

Go7nmanding : 

General: I can disx)ense entirely with Bragg’s brigade. I have 
ordered intrenching and slashing. 1 don’t doubt of my ability to hold 
my front in the morning. I have ordered a deep cut across the railroad 
and the wagon road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYEES, 
JBrigad ier- General. 


Friend’s, lAugust] 18, 1864 — 3.10 p. m. 

Major-General Waeeen: 

General: The enemy are pushing me on my right. I can hold 
them, I think, although that flank is not covered. I have ordered 
Cutler to deploy to the right and strike his left flank. It is all woods, 
but a report has just reached me that the enemy is moving to my right; 
hence the order to Cutler. 1 am well deployed to the right for obser- 
vation. 

very respectfully, ^ OEAWPOBD, 

Brigadier- General. 

p. s,— Colonel Carle reports that the enemy are feeling our right, and 
a prisoner reports A. P. Hill’s corps. 
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General Ceawpoed: 


‘Hbadqdabtees Fifth Aemy Coeps, 

August 18, 1864 — 8 p. m. 


You have done very well indeed in getting forward through that 
difficult country so far. Make yourself as strong as you can and hold 
on. I will try and re-enforce you by Bragg’s brigade in the morning, 
and establish direct connection with the Ninth Corps jnckets. We are 
going to hold on here. 

G. K. WAEREN, 

Major-General. 


Headqxtaetees Third Division, Fifth Coeps, 

August 18, 1864. 

[Major General Waeeen, 

Commanding Fifth Corps:} 

Geneeal: I think the corn-field on our right can be carried by a 
vigorous effort to-mori’ow, if you should consider it desirable. The 
enemy will work hard to-night, and indeed was at work on his line 
when I advanced this afternoon. 1 have two brigades in line of battle, 
but the line is not a long one, as the First Brigade lost heavily when its 
flank was turned early in the action. There is a portion of the line 
unsupported. I sent the Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania to support my 
right, which I propose to refuse before daylight. If my right is 
covered a section of artillery can be used to advantage in any attack 
upon the enemy’s position in the corn-field. My loss has been severe 
in officers and men. 

S. W. OEAWFOED, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

P. S. — ^This note was written before yours was received. I am grati- 
fied that you are satisfied with the advance made to-day. It was very 
hard work. 

S. W. OEAWFOED, 
Brigadier-General, Commamding. 


General Paeke: 


Headquartees Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 2.30 a. m. 


Is there anything more than cannonading intended by the enemy so 
far as you can ascertain? 


(Same to General Ord.) 


A. A. HXJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and, Chief of Staff. 


General Humphreys: 


BCbadqhaetees Ninth Aemy Coeps, 

August 18, 1864—2.30 a. m. 


I have sent out to the division commanders. As yet no report. As 
far as I can judge it has been simply a general cannonading. The 
reports of musketiy continue the same as early in the night. Will 
forward reports from division commanders as soon as received. 

J. G. PAEKE, 
Major-General. 



Chap, LIY.] 


CORRESPONDENCEj ETC. — UNION. 


279 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 18^ 1864 — 2,50 a. m. 


Generals Willcox and Ferrero report that cannonading began on our 
right by the enemy and extended to the left. But little mushetry dur- 
ing the shelling. No report yet from left of our line. 

J. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Before Fetersburg, Va.^ Augttsi 18, 1864 — 9 a. m 
Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Fotomac: 

General : I have the honor to inclose copy of report of general of 
the trenches. All is quiet on my front this morning. About 1.30 
o^clock this morning a heavy artillery fire was opened from both sides. 
It commenced on the right by the enemy, and gradually worked to the 
' left until the entire front was engaged. From the new works of the 
enemy in front of the Third Division heavy mortar shells were thrown. 
This firing lasted, with more or less fury, until 3.30 o’clock. In the 
early part of the evening the enemy kept up an active musketry fire on 
the Third Division front. During the cannonading the rebel infantry 
fired a few shots in front of Second Division. General Potter, com- 
manding Second Division, reports that his vedettes were warned by 
the enemy not to be alarmed if shells should faU in our lines before 
morning, as they intended shelling the negroes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN G. PAEKE, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

Will send list of casualties as soon as a report is received. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


The major-general commanding wishes to know whether you have 
ascertained anything ftirther as to the probable cause of the cannonad- 
ing during the night, and also about the number of casualties that 
were incurred from it. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to General Ord.) 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

' August 18, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Nothing definite has been ascertained as to the cause of the cannonad- 
ing. General Potter reports that enemy’s pickets warned ours yester- 
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day afternoon that not to be alarmed, they were going to shell the 
negroes. The casualties have not been repoi’ted in full. I think, how- 
ever', they will be slight. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

2Iajor- General. 

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 18, 1801 — 13.15 p. m. 

Major-General Parke: 

I am instructed to inform you that Major-General Warren had 
reached the Weldon railroad near Plick’s house about 10 o’clock this 
morning and is making a reconnaissance in force on the enemy’s riglit 
flank, with directions if he finds a favorable opiiortunity to try and 
carry their lines and gain the main ridge in rear of their front. The 
major-general commanding enjoins great vigilance on the ])art of your 
troops and prompt reports of any changes or movements oiv the par't 
of the enemy that be observed, and that you be prepared, in the event 
of General Warren attacking the enemy’s lines, to aid him by every 
means in your power and for such operations as the commanding gen- 
eral may find it desirable to undertake. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Hiaf. 

(Same to General Ord.) 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 18, 1801—1.15 p. m. 
Major-General Parke, Commanding Ninth Corps : 

General Warren, in a dispatch dated 11 a. m., from the Blick house, 
stated that he should throw out pickets to connect w ith yours. The 
commanding general directs that you throw forward that part of your 
picket-line where it is refused from the enemy and bring il u]) in the pres- 
ence of the enemy’s pickets, and connect with Warren’s pickets. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of I8iaff. 


Headquarters Ninth Cores, 
August 18, 1801—3.10 p. ni. (Received 3 p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

Dispatch of 1.45 received and its provisions will be carried out. 1 pre- 
sume there are no maps that show the Blick house or upon which War- 
ren’s position may be indicated. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 
Major-General. 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1801. 

Major-General Parke: ’ 

Yesj the Blick house is down on the maps. Warren was near the 
Ruck hoime at a house called Flowers’ when he last reported, at 11 
0 clock. He must have advanced considerably from that since. I will 
named ^ send you at once a copy of map containing the houses 

A. A. nUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff’. 
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Headquarters I^Tinth Army Corps, 

August 18^ 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The following dispatch just received from Captain Gowan, of my staff. 
I sent him out to establish the connection between General Warren 
and my left. 

JOHN G. PAEKE, 

Major- General. 

August 18, 18G4 — 4.30 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Army Corps: 

General: I have just seen General Warren and find his right too 
distant for us to connect with. He is on the railroad at the Blick house. 
We are now moving that portion of General White’s brigade that was 
refused forward, keeping the right of the brigade fast. When this is 
done our left will be about a mile or a mile and a half from General 
W[arren]’s right. This interval is picketed by cavalry. This is the best 
we can do. I explained to General Waaren how far we could come; he 
appeared satisfied, and said the cavalry would keep up the connection. 
General W[arren] does not seem to be very heavily engaged. There 
is a little artillery firing now. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. GOWAljr, 

Acting Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
August 18 j 1864 — 8.15 p. m. (Eeeeived 8.30 p. m.) 
Major-General Parke: 

A division of the Second Corps will be sent to-night from Deep Bot- 
tom to relieve some of your troops, which will be used to re-enforce 
Major-General Warren. The major-general commanding directs that 
you be prepared to withdraw one of your divisions and to send it to 
General Warren upon the anival of the division of the Second Corps, 
which may not reach you until after daylight. The troops you send 
should have four days’ rations on the person, some ambulances, some 
ammunition wagons, and pioper imoportion of intrenching tools. The 
commanding general desires that you will have in view the necessity 
that may arise of sending additional re-enforcements to General War- 
ren from your lines should the enemy withdi'aw largely from their lines 
to attack him. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18^ 1864 — 8.45 p. m. 

Major-General Parke: 

General Mott’s division is oidered to relieve a part of your troops. 
His division is about 5.000 strong. A staff officer from here will be 
sent you to learn at what points General Mott shall come up to your 
lines and then meet General Mott and conduct him. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 9 jg. m. 


Brigadier-General WiELiAMrs, 

Assistant Adjutant- General ; 


General : I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has trans- 
pired on my front during the last twelve hours. General Potter, com- 
manding Second Division, reports the enemy’s picket-line strengthened 
during the day. The left of my line was swung round this p. m., as 
ordered. It was found impossible, on account of distance, to connect 
with the Fifth Corps. There is an interval of a mile, which is pick- 
eted by the Third New York Cavalry. General White, commanding 
First Division, reports that the commanding officer of his right bri- 
gade reports the enemy’s force in his front moving to our left, they 
having been relieved by troops from the right. 

JOHN G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1861 — 9.20 p. m. 


Major-General Parke: 

How many men will you be able to relieve with Mott’s division and 
send to Warren? 


GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 9.45 p. m. 

Major-General Parke: 


General Mott’s division is between 5,000 and 6,000 strong. The com- 
manding general desires you to send that number of your troops to 
General Warren. General Ord has some 1,500 men in reserve that he 
can dispense with. I will telegraph him to send them to you at once 
and that will relieve more of your troops that should go to Warren as 
soon as practicable. Please let him know where he shall send them. 

A. A. HUMPUEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I propose relieving General Potter’s and General WiUcox’s divisions. 
They have about 4,000 men in the line. I propose to relieve the fatigue 
party, 500 men, that are now at woi'k on the line. Is my order suffi- 
cient to relieve them? 

JOHN G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquaetees Aemy op the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 10.30 $. m. 

Major-General Paeke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps; 

Certainly; relieve the working party, and send at least as many men 
to Warren as are relieved by Ord and Mott. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- G&neral and Chief of 


Headquaetees Aemt op the Potomac, 

A%igust 18, 1864 — 10.15 p. m. 


Major-General Paeke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


The commanding general thinks it will be time enough to send the 
men that Ord’s troops relieved at about 3 a. m. See that some one 
takes them by the shortest route to Warren, probably by the Strong 
house instead of the Williams house. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquaetees AEirv op the Potomac, 

August 18, 1864 — 10.50 p. m. 

Major-General Paeke: 

Have you any white troops to send in idace of the 1,500 Ord will send 
you ? They are white and black. Mott’s division haS 5,300 enlisted men 
and 300 officers. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquaetees Hinth Aemt Coeps, 

August 18, 1864. (Received 11 p. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have white troops to send in place of the 1,500 Ord will send 
me, and also enough to send about the same number as will be re- 
lieved by General Mott. This will include all the white troops, and 
leave General Eerrero’s division on the line and in the redoubts on the 
left. 

JHO. G. ]PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fipth Corps, 

August 18, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Paeke, 

Ninth Army Corps : 

General: I am informed by General Humphreys that you are going 
to send me 1,500 men in the morning. Let them turn off at the Will- 
iams house. I intend also to establish a short picket-line from my right 
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to yours in front of the large redoubt in the morning, if I can. Please 
have your picket-line informed of the probability of my men approach- 
ing in that vicinity. 

G. K. WARBEN, 

Major ‘Oener ah 

(Copy to General ITumphreys.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Atigiist 18^ 186 i — 11 p. w. 

Major-General Warren: 

I will send you at least 1,500 men in the morning.^ I propose start- 
ing them at 3 a. m., if relieved in season. I will notify General White, 
in command of my left division, of your intention in reference to the 
picket-line. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Anguai 18^ 1864. — 11.15 p. w. 

Brigadier-General White, 

Commanding Division: 

General : Accompanying please find copy of a dispatch* received 
from General Warren. Will you please notify the officers commanding 
on your left of the generaPs intention in reference to the picket-line. 
Please have your command prepared to march to re-enforce General 
Warren to-morrow morning, in case you are relieved by other troo])s. 
Your troops shouldJiavo four days’ rations on their persons, and the men 
supplied with ammunition. A few ambulances should be taken along. 
If you are relieved it will be by a portion of General Mott’s division, 
of the Second Corps, which will probably reach this jdace by daylight. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coale, chief commissary, has ordered rations and 
will have them ready for distribution by C o’clock to-morrow morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. PARKE, 
Major-Ceneral, Commanding. 

P. S. — Instead of carrying extra ammunition on the persons of the 
men take it in wagons. Take also a proper x^roportion of intrenching 
tools. 

J. G. P., 
Major-G&neral. 


Headquarters Third Division, 

Angust 18^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Captain Hutchins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Corps: 

Captain : I have the honor to report that in the early part of the 
evening the enemy kept up an active musketry fire on my front. At 
about 1.30 a. m. a furious cannonading broke out, beginning on the 
right, shot and shell being thrown at the batteries and rifle-pits, mostly 
12-x>vyUliders, from nine points visible from Roemer’s battery. Roemer, 

*See Warren to Parke, 10 p. m., p. 283. 
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Twitchell, and Battery Morton were vigorously cannonaded, but no 
casualties are as yet reported. The fire lasted one hour and a half 
without cessation, after which it continued, with intermissions, until 3.30 
o’clock. 

y ery respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General 


Headquarters Third Division, 

August 18. 1864, 

Oapt. Egbert A. Hutchins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has trans- 
pired on my front during the last twelve hours, the same amount of 
liicket-firiiig and sharpshooting being kept up as heretofore. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 18j 1864, 

General Ferrer o: 

I inclose for your information a copy of an order ^ from army head- 
quarters. Please be prepared to execute its provisions as early as 
practicable on receii)t of orders. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 
Major-6 eneralj Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig., Fourth Div., Ninth Army Corps, 

August i(S, 1864, 

Captain Hicks, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,, Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the picket-firing in the 
early xiart of last evening was heavier than usual; also that about 1 
o’clock this a. m. the enemy opened a very brisk artillery tire on our line 
which continued until near I o’clock, during which we had eight men 
wounded in the brigade. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. G. THOMAS, 
Colonel Commanding Brigade, 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army op the Potomac, 

'August 18, 1864, 

Colonel Morgan, 

Chief of Staff, Second Army Coreys: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report all quiet this morning, and 
that nothing new was observed during the night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteer's, Commanding, 


See Humx)liroys to Parke, 12.15 p. in., p. 280. 
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City Point, A^igmt 18, 1861, 

(Keceived 9.40 a. in.) 

Major-General Butler: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires that you have the spare pontoon 
bridge, now at Beep Bottom, thrown across the river near the lower 
pontoon bridge so as to have two bridges with the best approaches that 
can be got for Hancock’s use by dark to-night. 

0. B. COMSTOCK, 
Zieutemnt- Colonel and Aide-de^Camj), 


Headquarters, 

August 18, 1861, 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding, c6e., City Point: 

We are garrisoning Fort Powhatan and Fort Pocahontas (Wilson’s 
Landing) with 100-days’ men, whose time is now quite out. We want 
two regiments for that purpose. There must be now a large sm'plus of 
new regiments of 100-days’ men and others in and about Washington 
and Baltimore. Can we not have some of these men, lOO-dayts’ regi- 
ments, ordered down? It will not do to lose either of these points. 
It would shut us off from the river. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEB, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Va., August 18, 1861. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, &c,: 

Wilcox’s Wharf and Fort Powhatan must be held. No troops, how- 
ever, can be had from Washington or Baltimore. They are calling on 
me for troops to take the place of those now there soon to be dis- 
charged. You will have to send some of your colored troops. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- Genera L 


Hdqrs. Dept, op ViRamiA and North Carolina, 

August 18, 1861 — 10,50 a, ni. (Received 11.20 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, 

Commanding, &c., City Point: 

Did Warren make the move which was contemplated? Wo have 
heard nothing on our front. I have heard no report of any result from 
the rapid firing at Petersburg. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


City Point, August 18, 1864. 

General Butler: 

Our forces reached the Weldon road, meeting nothing but cavalry. 
They captured a few men belonging to the Seventh Confederate Cav- 
alry. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


(Copy to General Hancock.) 
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Hdqes. Dept, oe Vieoinia and Noeth Carolina, 

In the Field, Augiist 18, 1804—3.50 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding, tfcc., City Point: 

I am informed from the lookout at Dutch Gap that a brigade of troops 
are crossing Cox’s Ferry, going east. 

BEilJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


JEdqes. Dept, of Vieg-inia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 18, 1864 — 7.35 a. m. 

Lientenaut-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal ofScer on Sining HUl reports that at 7.30 a. m. 
seven cars, partly loaded -with troops, passed the Junction towai-d 
Bichmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 18, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 2.16 p. m. 
“three open oars loaded ivith railroad iron passed the Junction toward 
Eiehmond.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Washington, August 18, 1864--p. m. 


Col. H. L. Abbot, 

Broadway Landing: 

From 800 to 1,000 24-pounder shells are now shipped for you daily. 

GEO. D. EAMSAY, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Ordma/nce. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Near Beep Bottom, August 18, 1864. 

Major-General Bienby, 

Commanding Tenth Corps : 

General : The major-general commanding directs me to advise you 
that General Miles has been ordered to withdraw one of his brigades 
from the right and place it near its former position. General Miles will 
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inform you of tlie time of withdrawing this brigade, so that you can 
make any farther dispositions you deem necessary for the safety of 
your right. 

Very respectfdlly, your obedient servant, 

F. A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and I^^Torth Oarodina, 

In the Fields August 18^ 1864 — 1^ m. 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Commanding Line of Intrenchments : 

Warren moved this morning at 8.30, the enemy’s pickets falling back 
before him. 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE, 

Ma jor- Getter a Z, Commanding. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensbl, Chief of Staf: 

Our casualties last night were 5 men killed, 1 officer and 14 men 
wounded. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

• August 18, 1864 — 2.25 a. m. 

General Humphreys: 

It is nothing but a cannonade and mortar practice, with no definite 
aim that I can tell.* 

E. O. 0. OED, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 18, 1864, 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

The enemy’s fire was principally on our reserve camp in the rear. 
Owing to the men being in the trenches, the loss was slight — 6 men 
killed, 1 officer and 14 men Avounded.t 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

A^igust 18^ 18b4. (Eeceived 2,40 p. m.) 
General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

1 have in reserve three small brigades, principally colored. Shall 1 
put them under arms ? 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General. 


answer to Humphreys of 2.20 a. m. ; see p. 278. 
tin answer to Humphreys of 10.30 a. m. ; see p. 279. 
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Dutch Gap, Ya., September 21^ 1864. 

Ool. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired as 
usual to-day, doing but little damage. Most of their mortar shells 
burst in and around my right battery. As long as they direct their 
attencion there I am satisfied, and the labor on the canal need not be 
interrupted. Their light pieces do no hurt, except to the men, who 
return their fire. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECB, 

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 21^ 1664. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant^ General: 


Nothing of importance on my line. The work on it is progressing 
with great rapidity. The salute was fired and with considerable effect 
on the enemy’s work. A detailed report will be forwarded. The enemy 
responded feebly. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major • General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op YntaiNiA and North Carolina, 

In the Fieldj S^tember 21^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps : 

General : The major-general commanding the department directs 
me to request you to keep a close watch to see if you can discover any 
movements of the enemy, and, if so, to report them at once to these 
headquarters. This precaution will be continued for several days to 
come. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- Gmeral. 


Hdqrs, Lioht Artillery Brio., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 2f 1864. 
Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: The following report of the operations of the artillery 
during the last twenty-four hours is submitted: A salute of ten shotted 
guns ffom each piece of artillery on the line was fired at sunrise this 
morning. I have not as yet ascertained the effect produced on the 
enemy’s works, nor can I in this report give the exact expenditure of 
ammunition. One hundred and forty-one rounds were fired yesterday 
and last night and working parties of the enemy were dispersed by the 
shrapnel used. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSON, 

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 

61 R R— VOL XLII, PT n 
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Hdqhs, First Bma., First I)iv., Tenth Army OorpSj 
Before Petersburg^ Ya.^ Sejptember 

Oapt. A. Terry, 

Assistaut Adjutant-General : 

Captain: I have the lioiior to report that no changes have taken 
place in the dispo.sition of this command during the last twenty-four 
hours. The officer of the trenches reports this morning: 

Circuiustances at tlie trout of thib brigade during last night were as heretofore, 
there being nothing observable in the movements of the enemy, 

No casualties during the last twenty-four hours. 

Yery respe(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 0. YORIS, 

Colonel fSLrtg-semitJi Ohio Yolunteers^ Gomclg, First Brigade, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Xear Petersburg^ Va,^ September 1864. 

Lieut. C’ol. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken 
place on my line in the disposition of troops. Six hundred men were 
engaged on fatigue duty during the day or night on the various works, 
as stated in yesterday's leport. The works on my line are progressing 
rapidly. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier-Ge7ieraly Commanding, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 21j 1864 — 7 p. m, 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genet'al : 

Captain : A confused report comes in fi-om the pickets at Sycamore 
Church that a considerable force was seen this evening some distance 
south of the church moving east. The men on picket said there was 
artillery with them. They think to-day that they heard buglers and 
chopping last night. An officer of the First District of Columbia Cav- 
alry, just in from there, says he went out on the road some distance and 
saw three horsemen. A sergeant, who had been out some distance 
farther, says he saw the track of a considerable force on a road running 
east. I will send a scout out in the morning to ascertain if there is 
any force in that direction. The First District of Columbia Cavalry 
are so nervous since their disaster that I do not’ place much confidence 
in their reportwS. The pickets were at Sycamore Church, and the tele- 
graph road is there open. 1 have not men enough to picket to Cocke’s 
MiU. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadief- General, 
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Headquarters District of ]5^orth Carolina, 

Ifew Berne^ N. (7., Septeinber 21^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. L. S. Baker, 

Commanding Confederate Forces^ Qoldshorough^ JSF, C,: 

General : I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt this day, by 
flag of truce, of your letter of the 20th instant, referring to several 
persons who accompany the flag and who desire to enter our lines. 
You say, ^^all persons recently sent through our lines went with the 
distinct understanding and agreement that they were not to return 
during the present war, and I should be obliged to decline to receive 
any of them into our lines again.” In reply I have to say that 
I understood this declaration to refer only to those persons whom I 
choose to receive after examination, as I shall not, and you certainly 
cannot expect me to, receive whatever persons you choose to send under 
flag of truce until I have some knowledge of their character. 

I am, general, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

EDWABD HAELAKD, 

Brigad ier- General. 


City Point, Va., tiejgtemher 22 ^ 1864 — 11.80 p . m . 
Major-General Halleok, 

Chief of Staff: 

Of 1,438 men sent here yesterday 1,019 had to be sent back to 
Alexandria. More than hall* the men coming from there have to be 
sent immediately back, not belonging to any regiment here. The 
officers in charge of Camp Distribution are grossly negligent of their 
duties and ought to be punished for it with stoppage of pay. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant’ General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864 — 12 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant; 

I have nothing particular to rei)ort as having occurred during the 
past twenty-four hours. The tri-monthly return for the 20th shows an 
aggi*egate present for duty in the Second Cavalry Division, officers and 
men. 4,203. Kautz’s return for same date shows an aggregate of 1,493, 
making in all 5,696; a little over my estimate of that date. This 
return of the 20th also shows an aggregate, officers and men, in this 
army of 47,712, being a gain over the return of the 10th of 4,320. If 
you do not propose any immediate use of the Second Cavaliy Division, 
now in reserve, I would suggest its being again put on picket duty, as 
Kautz’s command is inadequate fi*om numbers and morale to the task 
of properly watching the country from the Blackwater to the James. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


City Point, September 22, 1864. 

(Received 1 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade: 

You may put the Second Cavalry Division on duty again. Colonel 
Sharpe has news from Richmond saying that nothing was known tltere 
of Early^is disaster, but it was understood that his force might be looked 
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for b^jck there in a few days; also, that if we did not attack soon Lee 
would. I think our policy for the present will be to hold ourselves 
ready to receive an attack. If not engaged to-morrow I will go out to 
see you and inform you fully of what my general plans now are. 

U. S. GEAOT, 

LieiitenanP General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sej^temler 22^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers: 

I learn that the One hundred and ninety-eighth Eegiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, Col. H. G. Sickel, has arrived at City Point. 
Colonel Sickel formerly served in the Axmy of the Potomac, and, if 
consistent with the views of the lieutenant-general commanding, I 
shoiEd be glad to have the regiment assigned to my command. Should 
it be directed to report to me, I propose to place it in the Fifth Army 
Corps. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


City Point, September 22j 1864. 

Major-General Meade : 

General Grant directs me to say that the One hundred and ninety- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers wffl be assigned to your command. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

September 22, 1864^10.30 p. m. 
Let this regiment when it reports be assigned to the Fifth Corps. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, September 22^ 1864. 

John O. Babcock, 

Seadquarters Army of the Potomac : 

Our agent left Eichmond yesterday about 2 p. m., up to which time 
nothing was publicly known of Barly^s defeat. The clerks in the War 
Department reported during the day that Early might soon be expected 
to return. All business has been suspended in Eichmond for sixty 
days, and the five city battalions have been notified to that effect. 
Deserters from this army are being put in the Tredegar and other Gov- 
ernment works, to enable the men whom they replace to do military 
duty. It was a current rumor among ofi&cers of Lee’s army that if 
they were not attacked soon it would be necessary for them to attack 
us, and that preparations to that effect were being made. The two 
pontoon bridges between Dre wry’s and Chaffin’s Bluff have been taken 
up, and so far as could be learned had not been replaced up to yesterday 
morniug. IN’o movement of troops whatever could be ascertained. 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel^ &G. 

(Copy to Lieut. J. I. Davenport, aide-de-camp, headquarters Depart- 
ment of Virginia and Iforth Carolina.) 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the PROYOST-MARSHAU-CrElSrERAL, 

Sepiemher 22^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Three deserters have been forwarded to-day, two from the 
Thirty-eighth Korth Carolina, Scales’ brigade, and one from the Fifty- 
ninth Virginia, Wise’s brigade. They are all unintelligent, and give 
no information. They are not aware of any changes on the line within 
the last two or three days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 


Plank Hoad Sional Station, 

September 22^ 1864, 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet. The enemy continues working on new works left of large 
fort: also in vicinity ol lead-works, all out of range of our batteries. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant, 


Walthall House Signal Station, 

September 22, 1864 — 6 p, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working to our right of Clifton 
and beyond the city. The following was intercepted: 


Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

All quiet this a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 

(Same to A. B.) 

Colonel B[rent]: 


9. A. M. 


J. A. S., 

At C. 

5.15 P. M. 


All quiet this p. m. Gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


J. A. S., 

At C. 

H. W. HOLMAK, 

Sergeant, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22, 1864, 

General Williams: 

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since 
last report. 

WIKF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 
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require thii'ty six lielcl guns to arm tlu^ ^vorks I oc*(aii)y on (rout line, 
according to tlie order. This will leave me a small amount of artillery 
with which to move. In case the rear line should be occupied at the 
same time, it will require eighteen more. 

WrXFD S. HAXCOOK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Ae:3^iy of the Potomac, 
September 22^ 186d — 7,20 p, m, (Eeceived 7.30 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock:, 

Com ma n d i n (j Seco )t d Corpfi : 

Yes. I understood your reason for asking about the armament. I 
mentioned the matters of your dispatch to the major-general command- 
ing, and the necessary directions have been given for adding the name 
of Patrick to Kelly in the lists and sketches that are here and have 
been distributed, as also ui)oii the fort itself. The guns of the Sixth 
Corps in your redoubts and batteries are to be used by you in making 
complete the armaments of the redoubts and batteries as prescribed in 
the hst. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staf-'. 


Headquarters Army of tub Potomac, 
September 22^ 180 J — 0,10 p, m, (Eeceived 9.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

The concluding paragraph of my dispatch of 7.20 is not clearly ex- 
pressed. The redoubts and batteries from the Korfolk railroad to the 
plank road are armed with artillery belonging to the Sixth Corps and 
some siege artillery. If any changes in the positions of these are neces- 
sary to fulfill the requirements of the list those changes will be made 
by your orders. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22^ 1864, 

General Humphreys: 

A deserter from Wilcox’s old brigade came in to-night. He says 
Wilcox’s old brigade relieved Fiuegan’s in my front a few days ago. 
He says there is nothing new, but reports that most of their troops are 
massed on their right, he hears, aboxit ten miles, having moved there 
about Sunday and Monday. He says that the men over there are 
ready to hollo and are on half rations. 

WINF’D S. HAKCOOK, 

Major-General, 


(Forwarded to General Grant.) 



[Chap. LIV, 


968 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 241. { Jones^ before Petersburg ^ Sejgt. 22^ 1864. 

I. In accordance witli Special Orders, No. 255, Iieadquarters Army 
of the Potomac, September 21, 1864, Brig*. Gen. N. A. Miles, U. S. Yol- 
nnteers, Ool. R. McAllister, Eleventh New Jersey Yolunteers, and 
Oapt. E. Bruce Eicketts, First Pennsylvania Artillery, are hereby con- 
stituted a board to examine into the services of the regiments and 
batteries comprising this command, and to report what regiments and 
batteries are entitled to have inscriptions on their flags, together with 
the names of the battles in which said troops have borne a meritorious 
part. The reports of the Board will be transmitted to these headquar- 
ters at as early a day as possible. 

##**#** 

By command of Maior-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Acting Assistant Adjiitant^General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22, 1864. 

The following names have been designated by the commanding 
general for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this 
corps, with the armament and garrison set opposite each: 


Work and, locality. 


One-gun battery on tie Norfolk railroad on front 
Une. 

Inclosed 'work immediately on the left of the 
Norfolk railroad on front. 

T-^^m battery immediately on the left of Fort 

Inclosed work on the left of Battery 19, formerly 
10-inch mortar battery. 

Two-gun battery on left of Fort Bice 

Four-gun battery next on right of work hitherto 
known as Fort Hell. 

Work on plank road hitherto known as Fort 
Hell, with additional work on the left of the 
road. 

Lar^ square redoubt on left of plank road hith- 
erto known as Fort Crawford. 

Battery in front of Fort Davis on right of plank 
road. 

Battery on x^ht of plank road between Chieves’ 
house and Fort Davis. 

Inclosed work on plank road opposite the Jones 
house. 

Inclosed work near Strong’s house 


Tmktt. LINE. 


Name. 


Armament. 


Battery 18 

Redoubt E, Fort 
Meikel. 

Battery 19 


Redoubt F, or Fort 
Rice. 

Battery 20 

Battery 21 


Redoubt Cr, or Fort 
Sedgwick. 


Redoubt H, or Fort 
Davis. 

Battery 22 


Battery 23 

Redoubt I, or Fort 
Prescott. 
Redoubt K, or 
Fort Aox. Hays. I 


One field gun 

Three field guns .. 
Two field guns ... 
Six field guns 


Four guns 

Four 4§-inch Rod- 
man, two siege 
howitzers, ei^t 
field ^ns. 

Eight field guns . . 


Four field guns . . . 


Crarrison 

(men). 


100 


180 


800 


550 


300 


Fort on plank road near the Finn house I 

Battery between ptok road and Widow Smith’s . . 
Inclos^ work at Widow Smith’s 

Battery near T. Jones’ 

Battery near Norfolk railroad 

Inclos^ work near Norfolk railroad near 
Spicer’s. 


Redoubt R, or Fort 
Blaisdell. 


Four field guns... I 


150 


Battery 39 

Redoubt SjOrFort 
Patrick Kelly .. . 

Battery 40 

Battery 41 

Redoubt T, or Fort 
Bross. 


Two field guns. 
....do 

Two guns 

....do 

Four guns . . . . , 


200 


300 


The armament and garrison of the forts lettered from E to K, inclu- 
sive, -will at once be placed in them, and regarded as permanent, to be 
moved only under special directions from headquarters of the army. 
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The batteries will at present be occupied as under existing arrange- 
ments. General Mott will at once assign tlie designated garrison to 
each of the inclosed works, described as above, and assign a suitable 
officer to the command of each. As soon as the assignment is made, 
and the works occupied in accordance with the order, General Mott 
will report the fact, together with the description of the details for 
garrisons and the names of commanding officers. Whenever it may 
become necessary to occupy the rear line the commanding officer of the 
First Division will garrison Forts Patrick Kelly and BlaisdeH, and the 
commanding officer of the Second Division, Fort Bross, with the 
sti'ength directed herein. The armament and garrison of the redoubts 
and batteries as above designated are those proposed for the defense 
of the line upon the withdrawal of the main force of the army for active 
operations elsewhere. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Gajptmn and Acting Asnistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brig-ade, Second Army Corps, 

Septemler 22^ iS64, 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Potomac: 

I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines in our front 
observed or reported and but one or two shots fired during the past 
twenty-four hours. Woerner’s battery has relieved McKnight’s in Fort 
Hays. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGBLL, 

Captain^ Commanding, 

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Corps.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22, 1864. 

Brig. Gen, N. A. Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

General : The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that youi* pickets between the plank road and Davenport Church, 
together with the brigade in the vicinity of the Finn house, will be 
withdrawn as soon as General Davies re-establishes his cavalry pickets. 
You will have a staff officer communicate with General Davies in order 
that your line may be withdrawn at the proper time. 

Inclosed copy of telegram for your information.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General of Volunteers. 


See Hnmplireys to Hancock, 2.30 p. m., p. 966. 
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

S^tember 22^ 1864.- 

Brig. Gen. B. E. Pierce, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

General: The brevet major-general commanding directs that yon 
send daily, while firing is going on at the front, all your men with tele- 
scoi^e rifies, to take suitable positions on General De Trobriand’s line. 
I am, general, very respectfully, youi' obedient servant, 

JOHX HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 22^ 1864, 

Maj. John Hancock, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Third Division: 

Major: I have the honor to report that in compliance with instruc- 
tions from the brevet major- gener^ commanding division I have shelled 
this afternoon two barns in front of the Second Brigade, dislodging the 
enemy^s sharpshooters who would annoy our lines from that point, and 
damaging materially said buildings to a good extent. This brought on 
a lively artillery duel, in which the enemy shelled Fort Hell (now Fort 
Sedgwick) with great accuracy, which enabled me to appreciate the 
necessity of wsome repairs and alterations in our embrasures, some 
having been damaged by the rebel shots and some by the firing of our 
own guns. The artillery officers stationed there are anxious to have 
an engineer oflicer to attend to the matter. The work may be done in 
one night, and will make our filing more eliective if two or three pieces 
can be brought to bear on some point of the enemy’s works, which is 
not the case now. I therefore respectfully request that an engineer 
officer be ordered from army headquarters to report at Fort Sedgwick 
with directions to repair the damaged embrasures and widen the angle 
of aperture of some of them so as to improve the effect of our artillery 
fire fi^om that point. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

E. DE TEOBEIAND, 

Brigad ier- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 22^ 1864, 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired in my 
front during yesterday or last night. All was quiet. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864 — 2.30 p, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Davies is ordered to re-establish the cavalry picket-line from 
Gary’s Church to Davenport Church. The infantry pickets from plank 



(’n\p LI\"1 


rORRESPONDENOE, ETC. UNION. 


971 


road to Davenport Ohiircili will then be withdrawn. The cavalry 
detachments on the main roads in front of infantry picket-line will be 
maintained and similar detachments established on your western front. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of /Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Arimy Corps, 

September 1864. 

[Major-General Hibiphreys, Chief of Staff:] 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the confi- 
dential communication relating to names of forts, &c. The garrisons I 
have assigned to Forts M and N make one brigade, under General Baxter, 
about 1,400 strong. Fort M requires about the same force as Fort N. 
The outworks to it, which are very good, accommodating the men and 
the lines of defense and field of fire, give it about the same requirements 
for strength of garrison, although the interior space is considerably 
less. This is a fault in the trace of the work. This brigade might 
also furnish a little garrison for Fort O. 1 have removed the guns at 
Battery 31 into Fort NT, which does the same work, and torn the bat- 
tery down. As soon as this fort is finished (which it is now nearly) 
Battery No, 30 can be dispensed with; also Battery No. 27. Battery 
No. 29 is not located correctly on the map. I propose to rectify some- 
what the line between Forts N and M wlien the parts we are now work- 
ing on are comiileted, and in this way I think 1 can make one battery 
do tlie work of 28 and 29 ; but before doing this I wish to finish an 
extensive slashing which I am now working on. The whole line, how- 
ever, is in very good condition to trust to itself at once, should a sudden 
movement be necessary. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Septeyyiber ^2^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that no movement of the enemy worthy 
of notice has been observed and all has been quiet along our lines. 
The picket-line in our rear connects with the Second and Fifth Corps, 
The location will be changed somewhat to-day in order to sti'aighten 
the line, and as soon as properly located the line will be strengthened 
by slashings, &c. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Two deserters came in on our front line this a. m. They belong to 
the Thirty-eighth North Carolina, Colonel Ashford, Scales’ brigade. 
Been in service about seven weeks. No knowledge of position of other 
commands or movements of troops. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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JTeADQXJARTERS ARjVTSr OF THE POTOIMAO, 
September 22^ 1864 — 2.80 p, m. (Eeceived 2.50 p. m.) 
Major-General Parke, 

Commanding N^intli Corpus: 

General Davies, commanding cavalry, is ordered to re-establish the 
cavalry pickets from Gnry’s Church to Davenport Church. As soon 
as they are posted the pickets of the Second Corps from plank road to 
Davenport Church will be withdrawn. The cavalry are directed to 
make some connection with the left of your picket-line on the plank 
road. The detachments of cavalry in front of the infantry line on the 
main roads will be continued there. The brigade of the Second Corps 
near the Finn house will be withdrawn. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS. 


ITeadqitarters Army of the PotojViac, 

September 22, 1864 — 2.30 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Gavalrg, Army of the Potomae: 

The necessity for holding the Second Division Cavalry in reserve 
having passed, the commanding general directs that it be used in 
picketing. The cavalry will picket fi'om Gary’s Church across to 
Davenport Church, &c., the detachments in front of the infantry pick- 
ets between the plank road and the Weldon railroad being maintained. 
Detachments for a similar purpose should be established on the west- 
ern front of General Warren. The infantry pickets between the plank 
road and Daveni>ort Chm‘ch will be withdravm as soon as the cavalry 
pickets are established, of which you will please notify the commanding 
general of the Second Cori>s. A suitable connection will be made by 
the cavahy with the termination of the infantry pi(*ket-line on the plank 
road near Wascher’s or Lucado’s. You will rearrange the cavalry 
picket-line in such manner as, in youi‘ judgment, may be best adapted 
to the service required of the cavalry, bearing in mind that a strong 
reserve should be held on or near the plank road for emergencies. 
When your arrangements are completed, please report the disposition 
you have made, accompanied by explanations on one of the photo- 
graiDhed maps. 

A. A.* HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters First Brioade, Second Division, 

September 22, 1864, 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to forward the following report of the 
position and numbers of my pickets established under the last orders 
Irom headquarters Army of "the Potomac. On the Vaughan road in the 
western front of the Fiffch Corps is a force of 120 men, their reserve 
stationed at the outside infantry Ene and their vedettes thrown down 
the road within sight of the enemy’s pickets about one-quarter of a mile. 
On the Weldon railroad a force of fifty men is posted as a reserve at 
the outside infanty line, with fifty employed in picketing toward Eeams’ 
Station and on the Wyatt road, covering over half a mile to the front. 
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Half a mile to the left of the railroad a force is posted of fifty men, 
picketing several small wood roads in front of the infantry line for half 
a mile to the front. The infantry line is the same held by our cavalry 
before the recent concentration of the brigade. I have no copy of the 
photographic map of the army in my possession, or I would send it u^) 
marked. My officers report that the number of men is more than suffi- 
cient to accomplish the object for which the picketing is done. 

EespectfuUy, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 
Brigad ier- General^ Gommandin g. 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

JSetyfember 22. 1864. 

Col. 0. H. Smith, 

Gomdg. Second Brig,^ Second Biv, Gav,^ Army of the Potomac: 

Colonel : The necessity of holding this division in reserve having 
passed you will please take up your line as follows, viz: Picket fr*om 
Gary’s Church to Davenport Church with force sufficient to resist 
an attack, and keep a strong reserve on plank road; also picket on 
Gary’s Church road toward Beams’ Station. The infantry pickets left 
will rest on plank road at Lucado’s or Wascher’s, where you can com- 
municate with them on your right. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WEIE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P. S. — Please report when this line is established in order that it may 
be reported to General Hancock that he may withdraw his infantry 
from that portion of the line. 


War Department, 

Washington^ Sejpteinher 22j 1864 — 11.10 a. m. 

Major-General Butler, 

Bermuda Hundred: 

The Chief of Ordnance reports that the 300 Spencer rifles requested 
in your telegram of yesterday w^ill be forwarded to day.* The ammuni- 
tion is at Port Monroe, and can be had by your requisition on the ord- 
nance officer there. Please send me a copy of the former requisition 
referred to in your telegram, in order that the delay, if any, may be 
investigated. The Chief of Ordnance reports that none was made on 
his bureau. 

EDWm M. STAHTOK 

Secretary of War. 


War Department, Adjutant-General’s Oppioe, 

Washington^ D. 0., Sejgtember 22y 1864. 

Maj. Gen. B. E. Butler,* 

Commanding, Fort Monroe, Ya. : 

You are authorized by the Secretary of War to recruit a regiment of 
volunteer infantry at Point Lookout, as requested in your letter of Sep- 


Butler^s original dispatch reads 800 Spencer rifles ; see p. 959. 
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tember 15. The terniwS of service win be for one, two, or three years, as 
the men may elect. Eecmitment, organizations, and musters to con- 
form to existing regulations. Officers will be appointed in accordance 
with the requirements of Circular No. 62 from this office. Arms and 
other supplies will be furnished on youi‘ requisition. So soon as 
recruited the regiment will be reported to the Adjutant-General with 
view to its being ordered to the Northern frontier. 

THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
AsBistant Adjutant- General. 


City Point, Va., Sej^tember 22^ 18Gi—4.iO jp. m. 
Major-General Butler: 

Please let the troops you have near this place remain where they are 
for the present, and if it does not make too much change in youi* pres- 
ent fi*ont send the remainder of the brigade now here. I am having a 
line of fortifications laid out and commenced for contingencies which 
may arise and which I will explain when I see you. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

September 22^ 1804. 

Lieut. Col. G: A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following mes«iage has just been received from Spring 
HiU: 


The enemy have a large force at work strengthening their breast- works on differ- 
ent places of their lines. 

A. G. SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Acting /Signal Officer, 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. CLTJM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Dutch Gap, Va., Sepemher 22,, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel: I have the honor to state that the enemy have fired but 
few shots to-day, owing to the fact that prisoners were being exchanged. 
Am having a battery, with three embrasures for light pieces, built to 
the left of the mortar batteries, in order to engage the rebel light guns 
stationed in an angle of the woods. As far as my company is con- 
cerned, everything goes on well. We all work hardj do the best we 
can. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECE, 

Qapain^ Fmt Oonnecticnt Artillery. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

&e])temher 186-i. 

Brigadier-GeDeral Williams : 

Everything unusually quiet on my line during past twenty-four 
hours. 

D. B. BIEHEY, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Se^ptemher 22^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

A deserter confirms the report that Hoke has returned. Says that 
he is in reserve behind Bushrod Johnson drilling. He also reports 
the return of other troops ftom Weldon railroad to reserve at what he 
calls the wagon yard. 

D. B. BIEI^EY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 22^ 186 L 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Ass istan t Adjutant- Genera I : 

Is not the assignment of 800 men to Fort Morton a typographical 
errors The work will not accommodate over 300 men, its present gar- 
rison. Please answer. 

D. B. BIEHEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864. (Sent 1.30 p. m.) 

General D. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Major Michler, Engineers, who arranged the garrisons for the field- 
works, is at present absent from camp. I will lay your dispatch before 
him when he returns and let you know whether there has been any 
error with regard to the garrison assigned to Fort Morton. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864 — 6.45 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Major Michler, acting chief engineers, states that in assigning 80G 
men as the garrison of Fort Morton, it was designed that this garrison 
should also occupy Battery No. 14, on the right. If the garrison can- 
not be accommodated in the fort and redoubt, it can be placed in the 
covered way adjacent. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
"Assistant Adj'utant-Qenerah 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

He^teniber 22^ 1864, 

Major-General Birnby, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

General HumphreywS says tliat it will not be necessary to have tbe 
garrison put into tbe redoubt at once, but merely bave tbem selected 
to avoid confusion in tbe event of a sudden movement. Tbe relative 
strength of tbe garrisons be knows nothing of. I will arrange tbem 
this evening when Major Micbler returns and will inform you in tbe 
morning. 

G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Captain of JEiigineers, 


Hdqrs. Lioht Artillery Brio., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Fetersbicrg^ Va,^ September 22^ 1864, 
Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: Tbe following report of tbe operations of tbe Artillery 
Brigade during tbe last twenty-four hours is respectfully submitted: 
Four bundfed and seventy-two rounds were fired at tbe city of Peters- 
burg and tbe enemy’s works, nearly all of which were expended in 
firing tbe salute at sunrise yesterday morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JAOKSOH, 

Lieut Gol.j Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petersbtirg^ Va., September 22, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjtitant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I bave tbe honor to report that no changes bave been 
made in tbe disposition of tbe troops of my command during tbe past 
twenty-four hours. Fatigue details were engaged in work on Fort 
IVEcGilvery, tbe lunette at tbe left of tbe railroad, and on tbe parapet 
on tbe right and left of Fort McGilvery, and much progress has been 
made. 

EespectfuUy, yours, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 10th Army Corps, 

Ho. 7. ) Before Petersburg, Va,, September 22, 1864, 

1, In accordance with orders from headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
this command will be hereafter designated tbe First Brigade, Third 
Division, Tenth Army Corps. Eegimental commanders will make all 
reports required by existing orders direct to these headquarters. Col. 
James Shaw, jr., Seventh U. S. Colored Troops, will resume command 
of bis regiment. Tbe officers comi>osing bis personal staff as brigade 
commanders will report to their regiments for duty. 
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2. Hereafter all commissioued officers on returning ffiom leave of 
absence, or those reporting for duty for the first time, will report in 
person at these headquarters before going on duty with their respect- 
ive commands. When the division is organized they will report as 
above ordered at the division headquarters. 

By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney : 

M. BAILEY, 

Gwptain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brig-ade, EAutz^s Division, 

September 22^ 1864. 

Oapt. M. J. Asch, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Sir: In accordance to instructions from commanding general of last 
evening, I sent out a reconnaissance at 4 o’clock this morning. Lieuten- 
ant Irwin, the officer in charge, returned at 8 o’clock and reports: 

I have thoroughly examined the country in the vicinity of Sycamore Church and 
for miles on the left and front, and find no trace or indication of any force of the 
enemy since last raid. 

Lieutenant Irwin is a reliable officer. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. P. SPEAE, 

Colonelj Commanding Brigade. 


NToefolk, Va., September 22^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staffs Point of BocTcSy Ya. : 

A reconnoitering force sent beyond Suffolk hears of no enemy on or 
near the Blackwater. 

Eespectfiilly, &c., 

GEO. E. SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Butler’S Headquarters, 

September 22^ 1864. 

General Sheplby, 

Norfolk : 

The enemy has undoubtedly left the vicinity of the Blackwater some 
days ago and returned to Petersburg. 

G. W. KENSEL, 

Acting Chief of Staff. 


City Point, September 23j 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

If General Hancock is going to take his leave of absence he had bet- 
ter start in the morning. General Gibbon has been relieved from duty 
with the Eighteenth Corps and will be back to the Second on day after 
to morrow. 


U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


62 R R— VOL XLII, PT U 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September' 28^ 1864 — 11 a, m. (Eeceived 11.10 a. m.) 
Lieut. Geu. U. S. Grant: 

The quiet of the lines has not been disturbed during the past twenty- 
four hours. The Second Cavalry Division have been placed on duty, 
and, in connection with Kautz’s division, are watching and picketing 
the country from the Jerusalem plank road to the James; the infantry 
picketing the rear from the Jeiusalem plank road to the Weldon rail- 
road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 23^ 1864 — 11.30 a. m. (Eeceived 11.40 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The signal officer on Weldon railroad reports that at 10.20 a. m. to- 
day six regiments of infantry, followed by three ambulances, moved 
to our left on the Squirrel Level road. I have a copy of the Eichmond 
Enquirer of the 22d with an official dispatch from Lee reporting the fall- 
ing back of Early from Winchester to Fisher's Hill, and acknowledging 
the death of Generals Eodes and Godwin, and the wounding of Fitz 
Lee. The losses reported to be severe. Three pieces of artillery were 
lost, but the trains and supplies brought off safely. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, September 23^ 1864. 

General Meade : 

Order a salute of 100 guns, shotted, at daylight to-morrow morning 
in honor of Sheridan’s second great victory. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 

(Same to General Butler.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 23, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant: 


I congratulate you and the country most heartily on the glorious 
news from Sheridan. I have ordered a salute of 100 shotted guns from 
Hancock’s batteries, the center of my line, at sunrise to-morrow. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters. Army op the Potomac, 

Opfice op the Provost-Marshal-Gbneral, 

September 23, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Fourteenth Alabama, Sanders’ bri- 
gade, of Mahone’s division, came into the lines of the Second Army 
Corps last evening on the Jerusalem plank road. He states that most 
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of tlie army it* upon the right fortifying and that they are only keeping 
up a skeleton line in the center. His brigade, he thinks, is on the 
right of the Jerusalem plank road, extending just across it. He thinks 
Mahone’s division lies principally to the right of the plank road; can- 
not say what troops are to the left of the plank road extending toward 
Beauregard, but thinks Mahone’s old brigade is in there somewhere; 
has not much intelligence. His regiment is 161 men bearing arms. 
His company, the largest in his regiment, has twenty-one men for duty. 
From his estimates of the other regiments in the brigade, Sanders’ 
strength is about 800 men. l^o news of Early’s defeat has yet reached 
the army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JFTO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Plank Eoad Sional Station, 

Sejptember 23j 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 


Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

Enemy working in small force on our extreme left. All quiet. 

H. W. FULTONT, 

Sergeant. 


Jordan’s House, September 23^ 1864 — 10 a. m. 
Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy are using horses on the Petersburg and Eichmond 
Eailroad hauling platform-cars loaded with lumber toward Petersburg. 
I send the following rebel message: 


^ 9.30 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant Jdjutant-General : 

The enemy^s camps to the rear of open space to the left of Cohb^s have decreased. 
One gnn-boat above pontoon all night. The cars were heard constantly running on 
the City Point Railroad. 

S., 

’ 3ergeanty at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 

T. E. CLAEK, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Sional Station, 

September 23^ 1864 — 3.20 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 3 p. m. a brigade of infantry, numbering about 1,100, came from 
the left on line of Weldon railroad and disappeared in woods west of 
railroad apparently moving toward Petersburg. 

H. W. FTJLTOK, 

Sergeant. 
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September 2S, 1864 — 5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A small party of enemy have been digging at each of two points of 
second line to-day. The object of their work could not be determined. 
Please send by bearer the letter and telegram of Lieutenant Hill’s 
which you sent to Captain Taylor and Lieutenant Clarke and I will 
return it early in the morning. 

I. S. LYOH, 

Signal Officer, 


Walthall House Sional Station, 

September 23^ 1864 — 6 p, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working beyond the city to our 
right of Clifton. The following has been intercepted : 

9 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

One regiment of infantry drilling in open space to onr left of Cobb’s. One gnn- 
bout above pontoon. Cars are constantly running to and from City Point. 

J . A. S«^ 

Ate. 

(Same to A. B.) 


2.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent]; 

Three companies of infantry accompanied by seven wagons came from enemy’s 
front in Prince George going toward City Point. Fifteen wagons came from same 
place going toward front. 

• J. Q. E., 

(Same to A. B.) 


4.15 P. M. 

Colonel B[RE]srT] : 

.. Three companies of infantry drilling at the works on Gilliam’s farm. One regi- 
ment of infantry and one cavalry drilling in open space to the left of Cobb’s. 

J. A. S., 

' At C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[RENT] ; 

One regiment of infantry now drilling on Gilliam’s farm; they have now retired 
behind the battery. One gnn-boat above pontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At a 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.45 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Fifteen wagons passed on military road rear of Battery 5 going toward City Point. 
Eight passed on same road going toward Petersburg. 


(Same to A. B.) 


H. W. HOLMAK, 

Sergeant, 



Chap. LIV.] 


981 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 

September 23, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Ohief Signal Officer: 

There has been a detail busy part of the day bringing timber down 
toward the enemy^s works in front of four-gTin battery. Other details 
same as usual. No movement to-day. 

A. O. JOEDAN, 

Sergeant 


Geneeae Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

No. 37. ) Sejgtemler 1864, 

The following order* of the commander of the Second Division, 
Second Army Corps, having been transmitted to these headquarters 
for the consideration of the commanding general, the same is approved 
and confirmed, and it is announced that, hereafter, no regiment or 
battery that loses its colors in action will be allowed to carry others 
without the authority of the commanding general, and such permission 
will not be given in cases where it shafl appear that a regiment or 
battery has lost its colors through misconduct in battle, until such 
troops shall, by their bravery on other fields, have fully retrieved their 
tarnished honor. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1864, 

Fort S in the line of intrenchments, designated as Fort Kelly, will be 
known as Fort Patrick Kelly. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 23, 1864 — 10,80 a. m. 

General Meade: 

I forward a copy of Eichmond paper of the 22d, by orderly. It con- 
tains a dispatch from Lee to Secretary of War, announcing the defeat 
of Early, with death of Eodes and General A. C. Godwin, and wound- 
ing of KtzLee. Says Early has fallen back to Fishers Hill; also, 
contains a rather doleful editorial on the subject, and another admitting 
a scarcity of supplies in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 


See General Orders, No. 63, August 30, p. 595. 
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Headquarters Second Army OorpS; 

ISej^tember ^3^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Wildiams, 

Assistant Adjutant’ General, Army of the’^Potomae : 

General: I have the honor to forward the following list of casual- 
ties in the command from the 20th to the 31st of August, 1864, inclusive : 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

o 

bo 

Officers 

1 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

1 

i 

<0 

1 

OnrpB hfiflil quarters . * 

1 ^ 




1 


2 


2 

Engineer Battalion 










Artillery Brigade 

i 

10 

1 

22 

3 

71 


103 

108 

First Division 


d3 

25 

159 

39 

1, 036 

75 

1, 228 

1,303 

Second Division 

' 6 

30 

22 

176 

38 

905 

66 

1, 111 

1, 177 

TMrd Division 


1 


4 

1 

11 

1 1 

16 

17 

Total 

19 

i 74 

48 

361 

82 

1 

2,023 

149 

2,458 

2, 607 


Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of VoUinteers, 


Hdqes. Artillery Brioade, Second Army Corps, 

Sepeniber 23^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Capt. J. N. Craig-, 

Asst. Adjt, Gen., Artillery Sdqrs., Army of the Potomac : 
Captain : I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines 
observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. About 4 p, m. 
yesterday the batteries on our right opened upon a small working party 
of the enemy to our left, and invisible to the batteries of this cori)s. 
The enemy replied fr'om his batteries in our front. A few shots from 
Clark’s, Dow’s, and Burton’s batteries soon silenced them, when the 
firing ceased. No casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain, Commanding, 


Circular.] Hdqrs, Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 23, 1864. 

The following n^es have been designated by the commanding gen- 
eral for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this division, 
with the armament and^garrison'set opposite each: 

One-gun battery on Norfolk railroad on front line — ^Battery 18; one 
field gun. 

Inclosed work immediately on the left of Norfolk railroad— Fort 
Meikel; three guns, 100 men. 

Two-gun battery immediately to the left of Fort Meikel— Battery 19 ; 
two guns. 

Inclosed work to left of Battery 19, formerly 10-inch mortar battery — 
Fort Eice; six guns, 180 men. 

Two-gun battery to the left of Fort Eice— Battery 20. 
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Foiir-guu battery next oji right of work hitherto known iih Fort 
Hell — ^Ba.ttery 2 l 3 four guns. 

Work on x^lank road hitherto known as Fort Hell, with additional 
work on the left of t^e road — Fort Sedgwick; 800 men, four 4J-inch 
Eodman, two siege howitzers, eight field guns. 

Large square redoubt on left of plank road, hitherto known as Fort 
Crawford— Fort Davis; eight field guns, 550 men. 

Battery in front of Fort Davis on right of i>lank road — ^Battery 22. 

Inclosed work near the Strong house — Fort Alexander Hays; four 
guns, 150 men. 

The garrisons will be immediately placed in the forts and regarded 
as permanent, to be moved only under special directions from head- 
quarters of the army. General De Trobriand will at once assign the 
designated garrisons to Forts Meikel, Eice, and Sedgwick; Colonel 
McAllister to Fort Davis, and General Pierce to Fort Alexander Hays, 
and assign a suitable ofBlcer to the command of each. As soon as the 
assignment is made and the works occupied in accordance with this 
order they will report the fact, together with the description of the 
details for garrison and names of commanding officers. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Mott: 

JOHK HANTCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- GeneraL 


Hdqbs. First Brkiadb, Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 23^ 1864. 

The commanding officer of the Eighty-sixth Hew York Volunteers 
will leave 90 or 100 men in Fort Meikel, and with balance will relieve 
the Seventy-third Hew York Volunteers at Fort Eice (late Fort War- 
ren). The commanding officer of the Seventy-third Hew York Volun- 
teers, when so relieved, will take the place vacated by the Eighty-sixth 
Hew York Volunteers, in line between the One hundred and twenty- 
fourth Hew York Volunteers and Fort Meikel. The commanding officer 
of the First Maine Heavy Artillery will relieve the Second U. S. 
Sharpshooters and the Fortieth Hew York Volunteers at Fort Sedgwick. 
The commanding officers of the Second U. S. Shax‘pshooters and the 
Fortieth Hew York Volunteers will take the place vacated by the First 
Maine Heavy Artillery, in line, the Second XJ. S. Sharpshooters on the 
right and the Fortieth Hew York Volunteers on the left. This move- 
ment wiU commence at 10 a. m. 24th instant, and will be carried out 
quickly and quietly, using the covered ways altogether, so as not to 
attract the attention of the enemy. 

By command of Brig, Gen, E. de Trobriand: 

J. M. LIHHAED, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Bric., 3d Div., 2d Army Corps, 

Ho. 78. ) September 23^ 1864. 

In obedience to orders from the major-general commanding division, 
the following change in the garrison of Fort Davis (Fort Crawford) 
will be made: 

I. Colonel Schoonover, commanding Eleventh Hew Jersey Volunteers, 
will move his command out of the fort to the place now occupied by 
the Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers. 
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II. Major Eivers, commanding Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers, 
will take the place of the Eleventh Kew Jersey Volunteers, with his 
command, in the fort. The commandants of the above-named regiments 
will effect this change at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

By command of Col. Kobert McAllister: ^ 

J. P. FIKKELMEIEE, ‘ ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant- Oener ah 


HEAnQTJAETEBS ElFTH ABMY CoBPS, 

September 23^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj utant- Ge7ieral : 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred in my front 
yesterday or during the night. All the pioneers of the corps yesterday 
slashing timber to the west of these headquarters. A deserter from 
Twenty-second North Carolina was received this morning and will be 
sent up. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Gommaoidmg. 


September 23, 1864 — 10.20 a. m. 

Captain Davis : 

Six regiments of infantry passed to our left upon Squirrel Level road. 
They were followed by three ambulances. 

GEO. J. OLAEKE, 

First Lieutenant^ Signal Corps, U, S, A^miy. 


Headqxjabters Ninth Abmy Cobps, 

September 23, 1864 — 9 a, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report quiet on my lines during the last twenty- 
four hours. 


JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-Generah 


Headqtjabtebs Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 23, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, A^my of the Poto^nac: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket- 
line. The line is established as directed. A map of the line is being 
prepared, and will be forwarded as soon as it is practicable to com- 
plete it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg, Seeo7id Division. 
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Heauquaetebs Aemy op the Potomac, 
September 23, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. (Sent 10.40 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Geegg-, 

Commanding Omvalry, Army of the Potomac: 

.Major Micliler, acting chief engineer, -will send an officer to map the 
country southward. Please famish this officer with a suitable escort. 
He wiU call on you for the purpose. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ^aff. 


Butlee’s Headquaetees, 
September 23, 1864 — 9.20 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Geant : 

Glorious news. It will be so foggy at daylight that we cannot see 
what to fire at. May I say 8 a. m. to-morrow instead of daybreak? 

B. P. BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


City Point, Va., September 23, 1864. 

Major-General Butlee: 

You can make the salute to-morrow morning at your own hour. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Geyieral. 

(Same to Major-General Meade.) 


Dutch Gap, Ya., September 23, 1864. 

Ool. Heney L. Abbot, 

Coinmanding Siege Artillery; 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have made 
very poor practice at the canal to-day, hurting no one. They opened 
with sharpshooters this a. m., firing at every one who passed along the 
bank. A few shells from the mortars caused them to cease. They 
were driven out of their battery in the field this afternoon, and com- 
menced firing from the old position in the point of woods. A disposi- 
tion is manifested on the part of some in charge of the excavation to 
abandon the work. Can see no manner of reason for doing so. Have 
been here three weeks and have found no hotter place than our right 
mortar battery. Took occasion to speak very plainly to the man in 
charge of the digging (a citizen) to-day; spoke just what I thought. 
There are more persons frightened than hurt in this locality. Shall 
take care of the prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. PIEEGBj 

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery. 


Special Oedees, 1 Hbadquaetees Tenth Aemy Ooeps, 

No. 134. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 23, 1864. 

1. Ool. P. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer^ is 
hereby relieved fi’om duty with the Second Division. In relieving Ool- 



986 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


ouel Osborn from that duty the commanding general desires to express 
his approval of the zeal and ability with which Colonel Osborn has dis- 
charged the trust, 

##*##** 

Ey command of Major-General Birney: 

CHAS. H. GEAVBS, 

Amstant Adjutant-General. 


Hbqes. Lioht Artillery Brig-., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg ^ Va,y S^t^ber ^5, 

Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours: Forty-three 
rounds were fired yesterday at the enemy’s working parties and signal 
men. There is nothing more to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSOK 

Lieut Cohy Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brigagb, 

C Tenth Army Corps, 

Ho. 29. ; Before Petersburg^ Va., September 23^ 1864. 

# * * -jf # * * 

III. The following changes of artillery on the line of intrenchments 
will take place immediately after dark this evening: Captain Lee’s bat- 
tery of 10-pounder Parrotts — two into the new redoubts near and on 
the left of the present position of the battery, one to the small redan 
on the right of the Petersbui’g and City Point Eailroad, and one into 
the new redoubt on the left of the railroad. Captain Eiggs’ battery 
of light 12-pounders — ^three into the new redoubt first mentioned 
above, one to the small redan on the right of the Petersburg and 
City Point Eailroad, and two into the new redoubt on the left: of the 
railroad. Lieutenant Smith, First Connecticut Battery, acting assist- 
ant inspector-general, will point out the places for the guns and give 
such other directions as may be necessary to carry out this order. 

* * * * # * 

By order of Lieutenant- Colonel Jackson, chief of artillery: 

O. S. DEWEY, 

Mrst Lieut.^ 33d New YorJc Battery^ Actg. Asst. Adjt Gen. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 10th Army Corps, 

Ho. 98. ) Near Petersburg^ Ya.^ September 23^ 1864.\ 

I. In compliance with instructions from headquarters Tenth Army 
Corps, Col. Louis Bell, Fourth Hew Hampshire Volunteers, is hereby 
released from arrest, and will assume command of the Third Brigade, 
Second Division, relieving Col. F. A, Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachu- 
setts Volunteers. 



Chap LIV ] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


987 


II. In consequence of the return to duty of Col. Louis Bell, Fourth 
New Hampshire Yolunteers, Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, is hereby relieved from command of the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, and will report at headquarters Tenth Army 
Corps. 

***** * * 

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- Qmeral, 


Septezvibbr 23, 1864. (Received 7.20 p. m.) 

General Ord : 

General Butler thinks it will be well to relax your rule about com- 
munication between the pickets, and let them exchange papers 5 any- 
how, it can be tried for awhile. 

GEO. A. KBNSEL, 

Acting Chief of Staff, 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eig-htebnth Army Corps, 

JDe^ Bottom, Ta., Se^temher 23, 1864, 

Maj. R. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adj%itant- General, I)€$t of Ta, and V. C.: 

Major : I have the honor to report for the information of the major- 
general commanding, in obedience to instructions of September 21, 
that last night my pickets at the lower post below Four-Mile Oreeli 
heard chopping in the woods in their front beyond the rebel advanced 
pickets and across Strawberry Plains. There were also early this morn- 
ing more picket fires than usual in the same woods. Their main picket- 
line at that point is supposed to run tlu'ough the woods along or near 
the road from New Market Hill to Malvern Hill, only two or three 
vedettes having been visible on the plain. No change in their picket- 
line above or below Four-Mile Creek is visible this a. m., nor any change 
within the small portion of their lines that can be seen from within our 
lines. Considerable changes have been heretofore observed in the num- 
ber and size of picket-fires above Four -Mile Creek when there has been 
no change in the strength of the picket and nothing in the weather to 
account for it. The officer of the outpost thought the fires not picket 
but camp fires, or intended to be thought camp-fires. 

I am, major, very respectfully, youi‘ obedient servant, 

C. J. PAINE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Septemher 24, 1864 — 3 p, m, (Sent 3.30 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I beg leave to refer to you a dispatch*^ just received from General 
Birney. When you directed me to take command of all the troops and 
line now occupied by General Birney I requested him to send to these 


Soe Birney to Williams, beginning— I have the honor, &c., p. 1004. 
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headquarters any deserters that might come in, that I might be apprised 
of the position and forces of the enemy in the immediate front I was 
directed to defend. It would appear Major-General Butler has, with a 
knowledge of this fact, countermanded, without any reference to me, 
this order. I beg you will decide whether I had the authority to act 
as I have done, and if so, you will notify Major-General Butler of your 
decision, and request him to rescind his order. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., S^tember 34, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

The order giving you command of all the forces south of the Appo- 
mattox was given by telegTaph whilst General Butler was absent, and 
may not have been known of by him. Your order to General Birney 
was right, but as troops of the xArmy of the Potomac take up the whole 
of the line occupied by the Tenth Corps to-night, it will only be neces- 
sary for me to inform General Butler why you gave Birney the orders 
you did. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, September 24, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

The infantry commander at Old Court-House reports to General Ben- 
ham that for the last few nights the cavalry pickets have come back 
near to the infantry, saying that the enemy in front were too strong 
for them. Have you heard of any force of the enemy in that direction? 
If there is such a force it ought to be driven away. 

JJ. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Ariviy of the Potomac, 
t^ejgteniber 24, 1864 — 7.30 j?. m, (Sent 8 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have not heard of any enemy in the direction reported by the 
cavalry pickets to General Benham’s infantry, and I don’t believe there 
is any force there or has been, but since the cattle raid Kautz’s cavalry 
have been somewhat demoralized, and I have no doubt they came in on 
some such pretext. I have sent your dispatch to Kautz. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Sefjgtember 24, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Pour deserters just forwarded from Second Army Corps. 
They came into General Mott’s lines last evening. They are from the 
Ninth and Tenth Alabama Regiments, of Sanders’ brigade. They report 
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no changes of the enemy’s line. A rumor has been current that Whit- 
ing’s division of li^^orth Carolina militia had been added to the army in 
our front, and was lying between A. P. Hill’s corps and Beauregard’s 
command. One of informants (the most intelligent) says it a mere 
rumor, and he thinks no re-enforcements have been received. Heth’s 
division, or a part of it, is lying on the left of Hill’s corps and connects 
with Johnson’s division, of Beauregard’s command. Hoke’s division is 
in reserve. 

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

JHO. 0, BABCOCK. 


Hbadqtjaeters Aemy of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Maeshal-Geneeal, 

JSeptember 2-i^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Our men met last night three several agents, who returned 
from Eichmond yesterday. From different sources the following infor- 
mation is obtained. A very large force of cavalry is encamped on Kew 
Market HiU. It is understood that General Wade Hampton is person- 
ally in command, and that the force comprises his own division, with the 
most of all the cavalry belonging to the enemy. Unusual vigilance is 
exercised on the north side of the James, and large details for scouting 
purposes have been made from the Texas brigade on that side of the river. 
One of our agents yesterday morning, while perfecting his arrange- 
ments to leave town, saw a soldier of General Early’s command with 
w^hom he was acquainted. The soldier was reading one of yesterday’s 
papers, and referring to the accounts of the fights in the Valley, and the 
way in which the rebel loss was underestimated, remarked as follows ; 

This paper is a humbug, and what it says about Early is a lie. I have jtist come 
from him, and he is this side of Gordonsville, having been obliged to fight heavily all 
■ the way. 

From another agent we learn that there was a rumor in circulation 
in Eichmond yesterday that Early was eighteen miles this side of Gor- 
donsville. Immediately after the fall of Atlanta gold had a large 
advance,' after that, it receded to 2300 per cent. Day before yester- 
,day, aftei* the news from Early, it advanced to 2600 per cent., and yes- 
iterday the brokers announced that for the present no sales of it would 
‘be made. They were unwilhng to fi.x any price at which they would sell 
[it. AU kinds of meat advanced yesterday $2 per pound. It was said 
that gnus were being forwarded as rapidly as possible from the arsenal 
in Eichmond to the fr’ont, and there is a reiteration of the former news 
that all business is suspended for a time, and no work to be done in the 
Government manufactories, except such as can be done by the employ- 
ment of our deserters. The former rumors in regard to the abandon- 
ment of Petersburg were stOl in circulation in Eichmond, and seem to 
have gained strength. Our agents could not find that these rumors 
rested on any new facts. Ho wounded from Early were being received 
in Eichmond, nor were there any but scattering arrivals from him. 
There were about 100 men in each of the batteries in the last line of 
works about Eichmond 5 nothing at all in the two outer lines. Files of 
Eichmond papers are forwarded herewith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel, &c. 
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Plank Eoad Station, 
SepUmher 24, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Maj. B. P. Pishek: 

The enemy by large detail are working on their works in vicinity of 
large fort. No change visible in camps or lines. 

H. W. PTJLTON, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 24, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major PiSHEE, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy are placing abatis before their works 
to our right of Clifton. They are still working beyond the city. The 
folio wing was intercepted : 


Colonel B[RENT] ; 

All qniet since 8 a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


10 A. M. 

J. A. S., 

At a 


1.30 p. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Twelve wagons passed open space rear of Battery 5, going toward Petersburg. 
Artillery company still encamped in open space rear of Battery 5. 

J. Q. E., 

AtD. 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B[rent] : 

All quiet this p. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


6 p. M. 


s., 

Sergeant, at C, 


This place is now designated Battery ISo, 3. 

H. w. holma:&t, 

Sergeant 


Special OrderSj ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
iN'o. 258. i September 24^ 1864. 

« # # # # # 

5- The One hundred and ninety-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, having reported in compliance with instructions from head- 

? natters Armies of the United States, is assigned to the Fifth Army 
lorps. 

* * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant Oener at. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8ejpteml)er 24^ 1864. (Eeceived 7 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

I suppose the siege guns ordered to be put in position on my line 
will be ordered there from your headquarters, as there are no siege 
guns on the line at present. 

WnCF’D S. HAHOOCK, 

Major-General. 


General Hunt: 

I suppose from this that the siege guns in Fort Sedgwick have been 
removed. How about the battery near the Avery house? 

A. A. H[UMPHEEYS]. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since 
last report. Five deserters from Wilcox’s old brigade were sent up 
this morning; detail made for reiiairing embrasures in Fort Sedgwick 
under Lieutenant Benyaurd. 

WINPD S. HAJfCOOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


The siege artillery of your line will be put in position by the chief of 
artillery here. If any change should be made in tha armament by sub- 
stitution of field artillery for siege artillery you will be duly notified, 
and the field artillery will be supplied. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Ihe major-general commanding directs that you make the necessary 
arrangements immediately to relieve* General Birney along the whole 
line held by him, from Mott’s right to the Appomattox. You will 
relieve as much of his line to-night as practicable. You will relieve 
the garrisons of the inclosed works on Birney’s front, also designating 
the garrisons for them. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 1864 — 12.40 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

You can withdraw your brigades of infantry and batteries of artil- 
lery on the iNorfolk railroad and at Prince George Court-House. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — IM p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that in relieving 
General Birney you must use the batteries of artillery you have in re- 
serve. General Hunt has in reserve twelve field grins, which are also 
at your disposition. Four of these form a horse battery. Should it 
be necessary, General Hunt will be directed to put some more siege 
guns in the redoubts on the front now held by General Birney. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 24., 1864 — 3 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

It is considered that the four guns in Battery 'So. 20 might be re- 
moved without materially weakening the line there, and they are there- 
fore available for transfer to the line now held by Birney. The arma- 
ment for Battery So. 0, near Fort McGilvery, is marked for two 
30-pounder Parrotts, but the difficulty of supplying them with ammuni- 
tion makes it desirable to substitute two field guns for the armament. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


General Humphreys. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864 — 9.20 p. m. 


Chief of Staff: 

General Birney has fi^ cavalrjonen picketing to the river taken 
from his body guard, which must be stronger than mine to admit of 
such detail. I will replace them with iniautry unless it is thought 
necessary to have cavalry there. 

WINFD S. HAKOOOK, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsements.] 

General Mbadb: 

Is there any special reason for cavalry inokets at the place indicated? 
I kno'w of none. 

A. A. HUMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Nor I. 

G. G. M[EADE1. 
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Headquabterb Arxy op the Poto:\iao, 

Aiigiist J8^ 1864 — JJO m. 

Major-General Obd, 

Commanding Uighteenth Gorjgs: 


Your dispatch in reference to reserves is received. The commanding 
general wishes you to exercise youi* own discretion in the matter. The 
last dispatch from General WaiTen was dated 11 a. m. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8taff. 


Headqxjabtees Army op the Potomac, 

August 18^ 1861 — 9,50 p, m, 

Major-General Obd, 

Commanding Eigliteenih Corps: 


The major-general commanding thinks your reserve of 1,500 men 
might be sent to General Parke’s front and relieve some of his troops, 
which he will send at once to General Warren. Please communicate 
with General Parke, who is advised of this, and send the reserves as 
soon as practicable. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquartebs Eighteenth Army Cobps, 

August 18^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

Some of enemy’s sharpshooters on opposite bank of Appomattox 
reported withdrawn this p. m. at 4 o’clock. Telegram to send reserve 
of 1,500 to relieve part of Ninth Corps received. Will send them. 

OED. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 18j 1864 — 11.15 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

I have telegraphed to General Parke to send an officer to show my 
reserve the ground they are to occupy. The troops are ready to march. 
Difficulty in finding the ground and other delays will make it 2 or 3 
o’clock before Parke’s men will be relieved. 

E. O. C. CRD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 18^ 1864 — 10 p. m. 

General Parke: 

I am directed to send you my reserve of 1,500 to relieve part of your 
corps. How much space will they have to occupy and who will show 
it to them! 

ORD. 

19 R R — ^VOT. TTTT T>nn tt 
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Headquarters Ii^inth Corps, 

A%igust 18^ 1864 — 10,30 p. m, 

Alajor-General Ord: 

I am iufoimed by Major-General Hiunplireys that you will relieve 
some of my mem I propose that you should relieve General Willcox. 
He has from 1,000 to 1,200 men on the line and will have an officer to 
show one of your officers the line to he occupied. His line is on the pro- 
lou nation of your line to the left.* 

i7NO. G. PABKE, 

Majot’ defter al. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Eiuhteenth Army Corps, 

August 18^ 1864, 

Maj. Theodore Bead, 

AssiMant Adjutant- General^ Eighteenth Army Corps: 

, §ife:, 1 have the honor to ^tatb the dfficer commanding the division 
sharpshooters reports that the enemy withdrew their sharpshooters 
from the pits in front of the battery opposite the Beasley house this 
afternoon about 4 o’clock, and have not since occupied them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. CARE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. 1st Brio., 1st Div., 18th Army Corps, 

August 18j 1864. 

A telegram from headquarters Army of the Potomac has just been 
received, which states that Major General Warren has reached the 
Weldon railroad and is making a reconnaissance in force on the right 
flank of the enemy, with instructions to carry their lines and the main 
ridge in rear of their front if a favorable opportunity presents itself. 
The utmost vigilance is enjoined on the part of the troops and any 
changes or movements on the part of the enemy will be reported at 
these headquarters immediately. 

By command of Col, A. P. Stevens: 

GEO. A. BRUCE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 18j 1864 — 4 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Oomynaiiding Cavalry Division: 

The major-general cominanding directs that you strengthen the cav- 
alry placed under the orders of General Warren by one of the regi- 
ments on this side the Blackwater. The one that can be got to him 
most readily should be sent. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Cavalry DivisioNj 

Augmt 18^ 1864 — 8 m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Army of the Fotomac : 

General: Sinc^ receiving your order requiring me to send another 
regiment to General Wari'en I have learned that he has only availed 
himself of a portion of one of the two already directed to report to 
him. The Eirst District of Columbia has not moved, and only a por- 
tion of The Third lilew York has gone. I notified General Warren that 
Colonel Lewis had been directed to report to him with two regiments, 
and he replied that he would communicate his orders to Colonel Lewis 
as his command moved out past Colonel Lewis’ headquarters, which 
are immediately upon the Jerusalem plank road. Your orders have 
been properly transmitted so far as my command is concerned, and the 
third regiment has been directed to report to General Warren. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

August 18. 1864. 

Col. S. P. Spear, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Gatalry Division: 

I am instructed by the general commanding to inform you that the 
Third liTew York, Pirst District of Columbia, and Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry were placed at the disposal of General Warren, who can 
make such disposition of them as he wishes. If the First District ot 
Columbia is needed by you General Warren’s order is all that is 
necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. J. ASOH, 

Captam atid Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


War Department, 

August 19 j 1864 — ^ p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

The President directs me to express his gratification at your success 
in pushing across and seizing the Weldon road. He thinks that a 
heavy blow to the enemy if you are able to hold it, as he hopes you 
will. 


BDWIH M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


• Washington, August 19, 1864 — 10 a. m. 
Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant: 

One of General Augur’s scouts insists that Longstreet’s corps and 
Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry have passed through Culpeper on their way to 
join Early. The information derived from this man has heretofore 
juoved very reliable. If this be true, the enemy is too strong for Sher- 
idan. 

H. W. HALLECK, 

. Major-General and Clmf of Staff. 
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City Point, August 19^ t864 — 7.30 p, m. 

(Eeceived 2.40 p. m. 20tli.) 

Major-General Halleck, 

Washington, D. G.: 

Our troops are firmly fixed across the Weldon road. There has been 
little or no fighting to-day, either south of Petersburg or north of James 
Elver. Warren reports that the enemy’s dead in considerable numbers 
were found in his Iront this morning unburied. General Birney tele- 
graphs General Butler, as follows : 


Headquarters Tentii Army Corps, 

August 19 j 1S64, 

The enemy attacked my line in heavy force last night and wore reimlsed with great 
loss. In front of one colored regiment eighty-two dead bodies of the enemy are 
counted. The colored troops behaved handsomely and are in iino spirits. The 
assault was in column, one division strong, and would ha\o carried works not so 
well defended. The enemy^s loss was at least 1,000. 

RespectfuHy, 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-Gene) al. 

We have had a great deal of rain about Petersburg this week and a 
very grateful change in the temperature. 

XJ. S. GEAhTT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va,, Avgust 19, 1864—8 p. m. 

(Received 2.50 p. m. 20th.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok: 

Fitz Lee’s cavalry and Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, have 
gone from here to the Valley. Ko other troops have gone, and with 
the present distribution of troops here the enemy is much more likely 
to withdraw from the Valley than to send more there. The enemy’s 
loss here this week in killed, wounded, and captured cannot fall much 
short of 4,000, if it does not exceed this number. They are now so 
extended that they are forced to keep every man on the watch, and from 
accounts of prisoner's are running their men to death shifting them fi'om 
one place to another. Sheridan has a force about equal to the enemy, 
and if the latter advances will have him at an advantage. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., Augmt 19, 1864—9 p. m. 

(Received 3 p. m. 20th.) 

Major-General Halleok, 

Washington, D. G. : 

The enemy came out this evening on Warren’s -right, driving in the 
pickets connecting between hint and the left of our old line on the 
Jerusalem plank road and forcing back the two right divisions of 
Warren’s corps. A heavy fight took place, lesulting in the re-estab- 
lishing of our lines and the capture of a good many prisoners. The 
prisoners were from Beth’s, Mahone’s, and Hoke’s divisions. We also 
lost considerably in prisoners. 

H. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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General Grant: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 186 i — 8 a. m. 


Ord’s reserves, consisting of two small brigades, were put in Parke’s 
line last nigbt, permitting Willcox’s division to go to Warren. Mott’s 
division has just arrived and will release men of the Mnth Corps to go 
to Warren’s support. Warren reports, at 7 a. m., that he has driven 
the enemy’s cavalry down to Eeams’ Station j that the enemy are in force 
in his front, having been at work all night intrenching. Eeports from 
pickets of the Hinth Corps would indicate a movement of the enemy to 
their right — our left. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 19^ 1864—8.50 a. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

I think General Hancock, by detaining a large force north of the 
James, makes oui* force at Petersburg relatively as strong as it would 
be if he was with it. It also seems to be a sensitive point with the 
enemy. I am anxious to force the enemy to withdraw from the Yalley 
the re-enforcements he has sent to Early, and 1 think the best way to 
do it is to threaten as long a line as possible. If, therefore, there is no 
necessity for it, I shall not withdraw Hancock for the present. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

General Grant: 

Your telegram of 8.50 received. I will confer with General Warren 
and advise you whether, in his judgment and mine, more troops are re- 
quired on the Weldon road than those sent by Parke. My impression 
now is that they are not, so long as the enemy is threatened on the 
north bank of the James. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-G&neral. 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19 j 1864 — 10.^0 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Send the accompanying dispatch* of General Grant to General War- 
ren, and say that General Parke in the course of the day will send 
4,000 men in addition to the 2,000 taken by Willcox. Inquire whether, 
in Warren’s judgment, these re-enforcements are sufficient for his pur- 
poses, that I may reply to General Grant. General Warren should 
at all hazards maintain his hold on the Weldon railroad, and, if prac- 
ticable^ to extend his line to connect with the Mnth Corps. At the 
same time if the enemy can be pushed back nearer the lead-works, so 
as to make the line shorter to the left of the Mnth Corps, it would be 
desirable to do so. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 

* See Grant to Meade, 8.50 a. m., second, ante. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1664 — 11 a. m. 

General Grant: 

Parke will be able to send Warren all his white troops, amounting to 
6,000. This will be ample for all Warren’s purposes, unless the enemy 
re-enforce strongly from their troops now north of the James. I have 
directed Warren to intrench himself strongly and to connect, if possible, 
with the left off the Mnth Corps; also, if practicable, to push the 
enemy back to their works around Petersburg, they being now, as I 
understand it, over a mile or more outside of these works. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 12.15 jg. m. 

General Grant: 

I send dispatch just received from Warren.* I am going to see him. 
The telegraph now runs to his headquarters. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

' August 19, 1864 — 8 p. m. 


I left Warren’s at 4 p. m. All quiet. At 4.30 the enemy drove in 
the picket-line he had established connecting with our works on the 
Jerusalem plank road, and, turning his right flank, interposed their 
masses between Warren and Parke. Warren immediately attacked 
them, and after a severe fight drove them back and re-established his 
lines. I send you his dispatch,! just received. The roads are in a very 
bad condition, and if it continues to rain there will be trouble in sup- 
plying Warren. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August 19, 1864—9.80 jp. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

Your dispatch of 8 p. m. just received. I am pleased to see the 
promptness with which General Warren attacked the enemy when he 
came out. I hope he will not hesitate in such cases to abandon 
his line and take every man to fight every battle, and trust to regain- 
ing them afterward or to getting better. The enemy must have left 
their line guarded by a single division. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


* See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. m., p. 306. 
tSee Warren to Humphreys, 6.50 p. m., p, 307. 
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Headquarters Arm\ op the Potomac, 

Aiigust 19, IbOi — 9,45 j?. m, 

Geaeral Grant : 

I send dispatcli^ just received from Warren. I think he is not 
aware that three of his regiments that were on picket are now in con- 
nection with Parke’s pickets on the old line. This I get from Parke, 
who said he could not hnd out whether these tliree regiments had any 
connection with the rest of the Pifth Corps. If Warren has included 
them in the missing it will reduce his losses in this respect. I have 
telegraphed him to inquire. I expect he will be attacked again in the 
morning, as the enemy are very tenacious of their hold on the Weldon 
road, and will not be likely to give it up without great effort. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major General, 


City Point, Ya., August 10^ 1864—10,11 p. ni, 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, dec, : 

Can you not spare Mott’s division from the line to re-enforce Warren ? 
The enemy have evidently taken everything from theii* line and would 
think of no attack except to dislodge our troops from the railroad. I 
will bring Hancock back to-morrow night, and then the Tenth Corps 
will relieve the Eighteenth, giving us more troops foot-loose. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 11 p, m. 

General Grant : 

It will not be possible to withdraw Mott from the lines, for it would 
leave the whole of the line recently held by the Fifth Corps to be held 
by the colored division of the Ninth Corps, less than 4,000 strong, 
Warren, I think, has men enough, provided the enemy do not re-enforce 
from the Janies. Warren, with his own corps and the two divisions of 
the Ninth Corps, ought to have, after his losses, nearly 20,000 men, and 
I cannot believe the enemy can have over 12,000. With this i)repon- 
derance he ought not only maintain his lodgment on the railroad, but 
should be able to drive the enemy into his fortifications. I have sug- 
gested to him to try it to-morrow morning, as the way to stop any 
further flanking by the enemy. I have, however, left it to his dis- 
cretion, dependent on the temper of his men, of which he is a better 
judge than I am. Instead of relieving the Eighteenth Corps, who are 
familiar with the line they now occupy, I would suggest the Tenth 
relieving Mott and the colored division of the Ninth that is holding the 
lines up to the plank road. Then Hancock could go to the Weldon 
road and the Ninth hold between the plank ana Weldon road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


See Warren to Humphreys, 8.15 i>. m., p. 308. 
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Special Oedees, \ TTae Dept., Adjt. Geneeal’s Opfice, 

No. 275. j WasJtwgton, Augzist 19, 1864. 

* # # # # 

13. Eirst Lieut. C. C. Chaffee, Orduance Department, is hereby relieved 
from the operation of Special Orders, ]^o. 268, August 12, 1864, from 
this office, on account of ill health. 

* * * qt: dfe * # 

36. By direction of the President, Bvt. Maj. Gen. John G. Barnard, 
U. S. Volunteers, and chief engineer of the armies operating in Vir- 
ginia, is hereby assigned to duty according to his brevet rank. 

* * » » * t t 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

D. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQITAETEEfcS AEMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Peotost-Maeshal-Geneeal’s Depaetment, 

Aiigust 19, 1864. 

Major-General Humpheeys, Chief of Staff: 

Genbeal : The prisoners sent in this morning from the Fifth Corps are 
from Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, of Heth’s division. They report that the 
■whole of that division moved down the railroad yesterday and engaged 
the Fifth Corps. They all think that no other troops took their place 
in the trenches. There are prisoners from Colquitt’s brigade, of Hoke’s 
division, who say that that brigade is the only one of the division which 
moved down the railroad. There are also prisoners from Dearing’s 
cavalry brigade. This brigade is composed of the Seventh Confederate 
Cavalry, the Fourth North Carolina, and the Sixty-second Georgia 
Kegimeuts. They are in W. H. F. Lee’s division. They have been 
doing picket duty from the right of their infantry line as far down as 
the Gurley house. Barringer’s brigade were doing picket duty on their 
right, extending from the Gurley house down toward Lee’s Mill. These 
two brigades, they think, are all the cavalry left in that vicinity. 
Prisoners all report that the enemy have no works between the lead- 
works and the position now occupied by the Fifth Corps. They 
heard of no troops coming from the north side of the James Eiver up 
to the time they were captured. One deserter from the Sixth Virginia 
Infentry, Mahone’s_ old brigade, reports that he went on picket night 
before last; that his brigade was then in the trenches, and that only 
two brigades of Mahone’s division (Wright’s and Perrin’s) have left our 
front. He has not seen Harris’ brigade lately, and thinks it possible 
that they may have gone away. Colquitt’s brigade has been lying in 
reserve in the suburbs of Petersburg for some time past, and moved 
down the railroad about 10 o’clock yesterday morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McBNTEE, 

Captain, de. 


Headq'uaetees Aemy op the Potomac, 

Peov ost-M aeshal-Genee al’s Depaetment, 

n. • /-. , -r-.r August 19, 1864. 

Major-General Httmpheeys, Chief of Staff: 

Geneea: Five prisoners of war, taken by the Fifth Cories about 3 
o’clock this afternoon, have just amved here. They ai-e from Colquitt’s 
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and Glingmaii^s brigades, of Hoke’s division. Clingman’s brigade was 
relieved by Eansom’s brigade, of eTolnison’s division, this morning about 
10 o’clock, and marched down the railroad. Prisoners state that the 
two mentioned are all the brigades of Hoke’s di\dsiou which have left 
tlieir old ]msition. They also state that Olingman’s, Col(j[uitt’s, and 
Mahone’s brigades made a charge on the left flank of the Fifth Corps 
this afternoon about 3 o’clock. Up to the time they were captured the 
enemy had only driven in or captured our skirmish line. They know of 
no troops having arrived from the north side of the Appomattox. One 
of the prisoners said he saw General D. H. Hill near the lead- works 
this morning ; another prisoner thinks that he is on General Beaure- 
gard’s staff. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, the. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point, Va.: 

Heth’s division and Colquitt’s brigade are now in front of Fifth Corps 
on raih’oad below lead-works. Colquitt’s is only brigade of Hoke’s 
division which moved yesterday. Bearing’s cavalry, composed of 
Seventh Confederate, Sixty-second Georgia, and Fourth North Carolina, 
together with Barringer’s cavalry brigade, are also in front of Fifth 
Corps. Deserter from Sixth Virginia, who went on picket night of 17th, 
states that Mahone’s brigade was then in our ff'ont, and that Wright’s 
and Perrin’s are the only brigades of Mahone’s division away from here. 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, i&c. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 11 p. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Twenty- two x)risoners of war, in which two officers are 
included, have just arrived from the Fifth Corps. They are from Col- 
quitt’s, Clingmau’s, and Mahone’s brigades, and report nothing in 
addition to la^st report. 

Very respectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, dec. 


Plank Koad Sihnal Station, 

August 19, 1864 — 6.30 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A few stragglers passing to our left on line of Weldon railroad. All 
quiet. Camps unchanged. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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AroDST 19j 1864 — 9.55 a. ni. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer^ Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

The rebel signal stations report one brigade of our infantry and 
eiglity-six wagons moving past Battery 5, toAvard onr front. Colonel 
B[rent] orders the rebel stations to keep a strict watcli ui)on our move- 
ments this a, m. 

FITLLEE. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

A^igmt 19 y 1H64 — 9,05 a, m. 

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Officer: 

The long train of box-cars reported to right of factory was moved at 
8 this a. m. toward the enemy’wS depot on Petersburg and Richmond 
Railroad. All quiet. 

A. C. JORDAK 

This is the only report left in telegraph office this morning. 

OPERATOR. 


Gibbon’s House Station, 

August 19j 1864. — 6 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

The camp of infantry reported as in the city yesterday has disap- 
peared. Too much Aviiid this a. m. to read enemy’s signals. ¥o observa- 
tion of account could be made after 10.30 a. m. on account of fog. 

A. C. JORDAN, 

Sergeant 


Headquarters Army op the Potomao, 

August 19^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : My lookout at the plank road station reports that at 5 
p. m. a battalion of infantry came into view to the left of the lead- 
works and halted, the rear being still covered. Four mounted men, 
apparently officers, were at the head and moved on to our left. Owing 
to the rain further observations could not be made. The lookout was 
of the opinion that it was the liead of a column of troops. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The plank road lookout reports that a few stragglers are 
passing southward on the Weldon railroad. This might indicate some 
movement of troops before daylight. All quiet. Camps unchanged. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Sigiial Officer, Army of the Potomac, 
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City Point, August 19^ 1864 — lO.lB a, m. 

General Hancock : 

The enemy claim to have captured 600 prisoners from you on Tues- 
day and numbers at other timCwS, makiug* in all near 1,000. They also 
claim to have captured many horses. How far are these statements 
correct 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, August 19^ 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

(Eeceived 10.40 a. m.) 


Major-General Hancock; 

The enemy are moving troops to Petersburg. How many have gone 
I do not know, but probably a division. If you can find an opportunity 
to attack any weak point do not hesitate to do so. I think it wiU be 
perfectly safe for you to have any portion of your lines guarded merely 
with pickets, whilst all the balance of the force is being used as an 
assaulting column. 

U. S. GEANTT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

General Gregg reports that he does not know of any horses being 
captured in his late fight. He had 300 killed and wounded and a few 
mired in a swamp. He has 33 men missing, none of whom he believes 
to be wounded. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 11,40 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

1 have sent for the list of missing to ascertain the number supposed 
to have been taken prisoners. I have never heard of any horses being 
taken, nor have I heard of any prisoners being taken, except that I 
supposed stragglers might have been. There may have been some loss, 
but it was considered a matter of so small moment that it never was 
presented to me in the light of captures by the enemy. When Gen- 
erals Miles and Gregg were pressed back on the Charles City road some 
men were missing, but it was supposed that they had been broken off 
in the jungle and had straggled to the rear. General Miles that even- 
ing reported 150 as unaccounted for, the most of whom he supposed he 
could collect. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19j J864 — 7 jg. m. 

General Grant: 

Brigadier-General Girardey’s death is noticed in the papers of the 
19th, and the following appears in the editorial: 

The hattles of Mo7iday and Tuesday , — We have autheBtic iiiformatioii that in the 
scries of severe engagements fought on this side of the river during Monday and 
Tuesday, culminating in the battle below Whitens Tavern on Tuesday evening, our 
entire loss — killed, wounded, and missing — does not exceed 1,000. We believe that 
our killed will scarcely number 100. The enemy’s killed alone wiU exceed our losses 
from all causes — the killed, wounded, and prisoners. Grant’s loss is not less than 
7,000 or 8,000. 

WIINFD S. HAlSrCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Same to General Meade.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
August 19, 1864 — 7,10 p. m, (Keceived 7.22 p. m.) 

General Grant: 

Desiring to carry out your wishes here, I have had, since my last tele- 
graph, careful examinations of the enemy’s line by my chief of staff and 
General Miles, to whom I i)ropose to give the attacking column. They 
are of the opinion I expressed to you, that by putting in a strong force 
at a certain point on my line we can break through the enemy’s line, 
probably capturing 300 or 400 prisoners and possibly two guns, but 
that it is a question as to whether we could hold it, as the point to be 
attacked presents no peculiar feature and is not as high as the sur- 
rounding ground. It is an important question how many men the 
enemy have opposite me now. I can only say their pits are well filled. 
I would like to know the latest information you have on this point, and 
I would like your views on the matter of the assault, as you know what 
is occurring elsewhere as well as here. A rebel paper of 19th speaks 
of the engagements here, some admitting 1,000 casualties, claiming 
that we had 1,000 killed. They do not claim many prisoners. 

WINFD S. HAHCOOK, 

Major-General, 


City Point, August 19, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

General Hancock; 

I have no information of the withdrawal of any troops from the north 
side of the river further than I telegraphed you to-day, and those 
proved to be cavalry and in less numbers probably than a division. I 
do not think it advisable to assault unless you feel satisfied that you 
will gain a decided advantage. I want principally the enemy so occu- 
pied that he cannot send off* any of his forces, and attacks made only 
when he leaves a weak place or where he can be surprised. From your 
descrix)tion I hardly think it advisable to let General Miles attack in 
the morning, but you are a better judge of this matter than I am. Ex- 
ercise your own judgment. 

U. S. GEAHT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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Headqtjabtees Second Aemy Corps, 

Augiist 19, 1861. 

General Grant: 

Your dispatcli is received. I liad almost completed my preparations 
for attack and hoped to be successful, but with, the proviso that a 
division of infantry had been withdrawn by the enemy. With their 
force not diminished I should anticipate a severe fight after carrying’ 
the line, without any advantage on my side, as my force would be con- 
siderably disorganized by the assault. I suppose I could fight 14,000 
men, of which 3,000 are on picket, not including Gregg’s remaining bri- 
gade of cavalry. After reading your disjiatch I have concluded not to 
assault in the morning, but to perfect my arrangements and take ad- 
vantage of any weakening of the enemy hereafter. The rain to-night 
softens the ground so where I wish to place artillery in close proximity 
to the enemy, making it very difficult to move 12-pounders, and I am, 
therefore, willing to postpone for this additional reason. These pieces 
have to be put in position by hand. Gregg has 1,600 cavalry here. 

WINF’B S. HAEGOOK, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., August 19, 1864—9.30 p. m. 

(Eeceived 10.40 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock: 

Hoke’s, Heth’s, and Mahone's divisions came out and attacked War- 
ren this evening, A heavy fight ensued, with considerable loss in pris- 
oners captured on each side. As we understand, Johnson’s division is 
also at Petersburg. This leaves Wilcox, Pickett, and Field, with the 
possibility of part of Pickett’s division gone to the Yalley, to guard 
from Petersburg to the James and to confront you on the north side. 
There must be a weak point somewhere. 

U. S. GEAFTT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


(Copy to General Butler.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
August 19 j 1864 — 10.40 p. m. (Eeceived 11.50 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Your dispatch is received. According to my information, which is 
necessarily imperfect. Field and Wilcox are here, and Wright’s brigade, 
of Wilcox’s division. These troops must number nearly as many men 
as I have, now that Mott is absent. From what General Birney informed 
me last night, I imagined that Pickett had left General Butler’s front. 
I shall try and avoid being deceived here by the enemy weakening 
materially their force, and am willing to try whether the weak point is 
here or not. 

WIKF’B S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19j 1864 — 11 j). m. 

General Grant : 

That you may know exactly how matters are here, I will say that I 
consider a much larger force necessary here for the offensive than for 
the defensive; and though I should have to contract my lines, I can 
still spare a division of Tenth Corps and maintain a respectable show 
Jiere. This is sent you on the supposition that you really feel desirous 
of calling for some of my force, as I have not been able to force the 
enemy here yet. 

WINTFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19^ 1804 — 13 m. 

General Grant: 

Eichmond Examiner of to-day has following telegram : 


Petersburg, August 18, 1864. 

A force of the Fifth Corps of the enemy, assisted by cavalry, broke through our cav- 
alry lines and succeeded in reaching the Weldon railroad just above Six-Mile Station, 
tearing up a portion of the roiul, some say as much as two miles. H. H. WalkePs 
andDavis^ (Mississippi) brigades coming on the raiders, a sharp fight ensued, the result 
of which is not fnlly^ascertained. One hundred and fiPty-right prisoners, including 
eight officers captured in the fight, ha^e arrived here. The enemy is in retreat by 
the latest advices. The prisoners say the movement had a twofold object, to draw 
troops from our front, in order if possible to charge on works, and, secondly, to break 
the road. General Frank Gardner has been assigned to the Defenses of Mobile. Two 
thousand men are reported as having advanced from Pensacola toward Mobile. 

I will iseud you the pafier by the mail-boat in the morning. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 8,45 a, m. (Eeceived 9.45 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Warren had a sharp engagement with the enemy yesterday 
afternoon, but held his position, which is on the Weldon railroad, about 
a mile this side of the Blick house. The enemy were re-enforcing in 
front of Warren all yesterday afternoon and last night. General Mott’s 
division relieved a portion of the Ninth Corps this morning, and the 
troops so relieved have gone to Warren. Nothing decisive has as yet 
resulted from the movement of the Fifth Corps. At about 2 a. m. last 
night the enemy opened from several of his batteries in front of the 
Ninth and Eighteenth Corps. All is quiet now. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjtitant- General, 


Confidential ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Circular. ) August 19^ 1864 — 11,30 a, m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires an assault made on some part of 
the line to-day. Commanding officers Avill therefore satisfy themselves 
how many troops they can spare for such a purpose, whether on their 
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own line or not. It is the instmctioii of the major-general coniinaiid- 
ing to leave the line pretty much with the pickets to hold, and to use 
nearly all his force for assault, if made. Commanders will have their 
lines carefully examined and (*arefnlly watched for any j)racticahle 
point that may exist or any sign of weakness that may be shown. Two 
days’ rations will be issued at once. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

F. A. WALKEB, 

A HS Ls taut A dj iita n t- Ge n era L 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Au[/ust 19^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. F. A. Walker, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ i8econd Coyys : 

Colonel: In reply to your telegram I have the honor to rei)ort that 
151 are missing in this command, allfironi the Second Brigade, of which 
102 are supposed to be taken prisoners. 

I am, colonel, very respectfullv, your obedient wservant, 

G. MOTT, 

Briyadier-Geney al of Yohinteers. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 19j 1804 — 8,40 ]), m, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 have the honor to report that prisoners taken by my pickets say 
that they broke through General Warren’s right, through the Thirteenth 
[Nineteenth ?] Indiana. The Seventh Wisconsin connects with my left, 
tmt report no connection on their left. Prisoners report three brigades 
as the attacking force, commanded by Archer, Clinginau, and Mahone. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 
Briyad ier- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

August 19^ 1864, 

Ool. John Pulpord, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 


Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that the regi- 
ments belonging to General Bragg’s brigade be ordered by you to join 
your line the first thing in the morning, following the telegraph line. 
You will give the necessary attention to this matter, so as to have Gen- 
eral Warren’s request (as above) carried out. General Warren tele- 
graphs at the same time that he has made his arrangements to fight 
at daybreak if the enemy chooses,- if not, he will re-establish the line 
at that time. If the fight should take place and the line not be re-estab- 
lished, you will refuse your left somewhat, throwing out vedettes suffi- 
cient to keep up a connection. This matter must be attended to 
promptly. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Auguht 10^ 1864. — 5 «. m. 

Major-Geueral Htoiphreys: 

I send twenty-one prisoners taken yesteiday. One of them, N. B. 
Smith, Twelfth Tennessee, says he is a deserter, and is disposed to Ue 
communicative. 

O. K. WABEENT, 

Major- GeneraL 


Head(2UArters Fifth Army Corps, 

August i/>, 1864. (lieceived 7 a. m.) 

Major-G-eneral Humphrey's, 

Chief of iStajf: 

Colonel Spear has driven the enemy’s cavalry pickets as far down 
the railroad to within a inile of Beams’ Station, and pickets all the roads 
between that point and this coming m fi'oin the west. I have directed 
him to withdraw the District of Coliiin])ia cavalry. General Ayres 
reports as follows : The enemy are in force on our front. They were 

at work most of the night sti-irngthening their position. Picket-firing 
is going on to some extent.” i have not received any report this morn- 
ing from General Crawford. I have sent our for him to make connec- 
tion with his lines with the Binth Corps. General Willcox has arrived 
and is now near the Gm*ley house. 

G. K. WAEBEN, 

Major- GeneraU Gommandvig. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August If), 1804 — 8 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

General Crawford reports that there is no axiparent change in the 
position or force of the enemy in his front, except that they have 
retired their skirmish line about 300 yards opi)osite the front of his left 
brigade. The skirmish line of that brigade has been advanced, accord- 
ingly, preserving the connection with the skirmishers of the Second 
Division, 

G. K. WABBEB, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19 j 1864 — 10.45 a. on. 

Major-General Warren: 

The accompanying dispatch* from Lieutenant-General Grant to the 
major-general commanding is sent for your information and guidance. 
In addition to the 2,000 men under Willcox, 4,000 men from General Parke 
will reach you during the day. The major-general commanding desires 
to know whether, in youi‘ judgment, these re-enforcements are sufiicient 
for your purposes. You should at all hazards maintain your hold on the 
Weldon railroad, and, if practicable, extend your line to connect with 

* See Grant to Meade, 8.50 a. lu., p. 293. 
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the Ninth Corps. If the enemy can he pushed hack nearer to the lead- 
works so as to vshorten the line connecting with the left of the Ninth 
Corps it is desirable that it should he done. 

A. A. HCMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1804 — 11 a, m, 

Major-General Htoiphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General.: I think ^dth the force you are sending me it will he safe 
to trust me to hold on to the railroad. I have been all the morning 
endeavoring to get up a proper connection with the Ninth Corps as close 
to Petersburg as possible, and have met no obstacle except the dense- 
ness of the woods, which seems to be a great difficulty to the officers in 
charge of the line. We are, however, progressing. The enemy left a 
good many dead on the ground we fought on yesterday. There are 
some indications that his main force has been withdrawn to Petersburg 
defenses, leaving a thin line in his intrenchments here. I am making 
every exertion to ascertain this. The destruction of the railroad 
depends so much upon the ability to burn the ties that it looks unimom- 
ising now.* 

Eespectfully, ^ 

G. K, WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 12,10 p, m, 

Major-General Warren: 

Your telegram of 11 a. m. just received. General Humphreys is 
absent. As it is now determined to maintain our lodgment on the 
railroad, its destruction becomes a matter of secondary importance. 
There is some delay in relieving Parkers troops, owing to the covered 
ways being filled with water. He is ordered to send them to you by 
brigades as fast as relieved. Is there not a shorter road for the infantry 
to move than by the Williams house? I amnow'on my way to visit 
you. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — i p, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


A dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant to the major-general com- 
manding, dated 3 p. m., states a brigade of cavalry has been ordered 
to report to you and that 200 railroad men have been sent to you to 
destroy the railroad. 


A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquaetees Fieth Army Corps, 

August J9j 186i — 4.15 p. m. 

Major-General IMeade: 

The enemy have just broken throngh the picket of General Bragg, 
between his brigade and the Mnth Corps. My troops are in position 
and I will give him a good torn. 

G. K. WAEEENT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19 j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatch from the plank road signal sta- 
tion is respectfully forwarded : 

2.30 p. M. 

The roar of a column of infantry (about two bripjades) moved to our left between 
1.45 and 2.15 p. m. on line of Weldon railroad. Head of column could not be seen 
on account of rain. Many stragglers followed. Battery in our front opened on a 
brigade of infantry passing by our station to the left. Battery near station is reply- 
ing. 

FULTON. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHBE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Fotomac, 

[Indorsement.] 

Eeceived 4 p. m. 

EespectfuUy forwarded for information of Major-General Warren, 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 6.15 p, m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corjgs: 

The major-general commanding directs that upon the arrival of the 
brigade of cavalry from Gregg’s division and of the railroad men you 
send them with a brigade of infantry and some ai‘tillery to clear the 
enemy ft*om Eeams’ Station and destroy the railroad as far south from 
your position as practicable. The commanding general directed General 
Parke to collect some reserve troops and drive back the enemy that 
had broken through the picket-line near his left, and re-establish the 
line, 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 19 j 1864 — 6.50 m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The enemy broke through the line I had just established between my 
position and that on the plank road, and moving rapidly on my right 
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flank, comi:)elled the whole of Crawford’s and Ayres’ divisions to fall 
back. A heavy fight took place, and the whole line has been regained, 
taking many prisoners. They are fi.'om Mahone’s, Heth’s, and Hoke’s 
divisions. Oar loss is heavy, being considerable in prisoners. I will 
report more definitely when I get returns. 

Kespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEF, 

Major^Qeneral, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 7.40 ]). m. 


Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


The commanding general desires to know whether you have re-estab- 
lished the picket-line where it was broken on your right. Upon his 
return he met your supply train on the Williams house road going out. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of btaff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
August 1864. (Eeceived 8.15 p. m.) 
Major-General Hitmphreys: 

I have made arrangements to connect my picket-line to-night along 
the road by Aiken’s. Potter’s division is at Aiken’s. We will 
straighten up all we can to-night and be ready for fight if necessary in 
the morning. 

G. K. WAEEEl^, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aiigust 19y 1864 — 8 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Your dispatch announcing the falling back of Crawford and Ayres, 
and the subsequent driving back of the enemy and re-establishment of 
the line is received. The commanding general thinks you should make 
the connection with the intrenchments at the plank road to-night with 
the re-enforcements sent you to-day, and that they should intrench 
thei‘e. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Angtist 19 j 1864 — 8.15 p. m, 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I find my losses in prisoners have been very considerable, ifearly all 
of the Pennsylvania Eeserves are missing and a great many in the 
other brigades of General Crawford, Cutler’s division will not be much 
reduced when we get it together, Ayres has lost very heavily and 
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General Hayes is missing. We liave possession of all ground fought 
over, numerous prisoners, and two stand of colors. I do not think it 
Xiossible to establish the line across to-night as suggested in your dis- 
liatch. I have Willcox and White in good i)OwSition to maintain my 
position. They have both been engaged. Potter s men did not get 
further than the Aiken house and I have stationed them there for to- 
night. We are well disposed as we can be against the enemy if he 
attack in the morning. The enemy everywhere fell back Irom oui‘ attack 
to-night in confusion, and if the troops had only held a little against the 
flank attack they could have stood it. If I could reo(*eupy the line of 
the picket which was broken to-day I would not think it advisable. We 
will try it in the morning if not attacked, and if we are we are just right 
now. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREH, 

Major- General, 


Headquautehs Ae]my oe the Potomac, 
August 19^ 1864 — 8,30 

Major-General Wareen: 

I am delighted to hear the good news you send, and most heartily 
congratulate you [and] your brave officers and men on your success. It 
will serve greatly to inspirit the whole army, and proves that we only 
want a fail* chance to show our eai^acity to defeat the enemy. I hope 
he wiU try it again. In the ineantime "l would try and get the Ninth 
Corps on the left to prepare a line and slash it weU, so as to secure the 
connection with the plank road. Parke has a few available troops and 
I will direct him to occuiiy as much of the line with them as he can. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 1864 — 9,45 jg, m, 

Maiior-General Warren: 

The Seventh Wisconsin Regiment and, I believe, an Indiana regiment 
were cut off during the break this afternoon and are now v^ith tlie left 
of General Mott’s line. I have directed General Mott to use his utmost 
to re-establish the connection with your right. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19y 1864 — 10.30 gg. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

I send you a dispatch* just received from the lieutenant-general com-' 
manding. It will not be possible to withdraw Mott, as he suggests, as 
it would leave the whole of the line recently held by your corps to be 
held by the colored troops, less than 4,000 strong. A deserter has 
come in to Parke who belongs to a brigade of Heth’s yet in our front. 
He says only two of Heth’s brigades went u^) to the railroad. On this 


See Grant to Meade, 10.11 p. m., p. 295. 
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I do not rely, but tbe fact of Ms brigade being in oui‘ front bliows that 
all of Heth’s is not in your front. Some prisoners taken tliis p. m. by 
Parke’s people say the attack on your right flank was made by three 
brigades, one of Mahone’s and two of Hoke’s division. I think you 
have in your front nearly all of Heth’s, three brigades of Mahone’s and 
two of Hoke’s, probably a division and a half, say 10,000 men. Could 
you not attack them to-morrow with all your force before they are 
re- enforced firoin the north of the James f I tMnk if your men are in 
good spirits it will be your best chance, but I only make the sugges- 
tion. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

^ Aiigust 19j 1864. (Eeceived 12.15 a. ni. 20th.) 

Major-General Meade; 

We are prepared with the supports you have given us of the Ninth 
Corps to try to hold our own. We have lost in numbers but not in 
morale. The same number of our troops could not be better situated 
to show their strength than w^e are now, and it would be more satisfactory 
to me to have Mott’s division retained with Parke than to have it here. 
If we are not strong enough to beat the enemy we cannot be taken. I 
have given orders to advance at daylight in every direction and will 
govern my movement according to the developments under your sanc- 
tion where it is practicable. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-Genera 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

Angnst 19^ 1861 — 2 p. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

General Potter is now moving to join you with a portion of the Second 
Division. The other brigade will follow as soon as relieved. He will 
have, all told, about 2,400 infantry. He has been instructed to report 
to you. General Willcox left this a. m. to report to you. I presume he 
has joined you ere this. General White will follow "soon. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


General Parke: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 10.30 m. 


I wish you would give directions to those regiments of General 
Bragg’s brigade to join us the first thing in the morning, following the 
telegrapli line. I have made my arrangements to fight at daybreak if 
the enemy chooses; and if not, we will le-establish the line and put 
your corps on it. Yoiir corps fought bravely to-day. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters First Division, Ninth Corps, 

Before Fetershxiro^ Ya,, August 19 j 1864, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Goiys : 

General: I have tlie lionor to state that I am directed by Major- 
General Parke, commanding the Ninth Corps, to move my command to 
your position and report to you for further instructions. My command 
is now being relieved by other troops, and will be ready to move within 
two or three hours. I therefore respectfully request that the bearer, 
Captain Howe, of my staff, be informed as to the proximate jmsition I 
am to occupy, in order that the command may be guided there by 
him. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JULIUS WHITE, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

Augnst 19, 1864 — 3.45 m. 

Brigadier-General Griffin, 

Commandmg First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
tliat the enemy are reported moving down on General Ayres’ and Col- 
onel Lyle’s front in heavy force. Ue directs you to at once put your 
command in readiness to move to the front and keep so until dark. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Ass ista nt Adj iita n t- Gen era 1. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Angust 19, 1804 — 9 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commandmg Second Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to have the 
timber in front of your line slashed as much as iiossible, so as to make 
it as strong as you can, and inform him frequently of the practicability 
of forcing the enemy’s line back. General Willcox’s division, 2,000 
strong, has arrived to our support. As soon as practicable please send 
in an ai)proximate list of your casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 

Assist a nt AdJ u ta nt- Gen era 1. 

P. S. — If you need more axes for slashing i)urposes let me know. 
(Same to General Crawford.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Avgust 19, 1864 — 9.30 a. on. 

General Ayres: 

The fact of the enemy leaving his dead on the ground may indicate 
that he has withdrawn to Petersburg and may have only a thin line in 
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liis breast- works. I wivsli you woukl use every exertion to make out 
tbe real state of the (*ase. I will send, llayes’ dispatch’^ to Crawford 
witli tlie same request 1 make of you. 

a. K. WAEEEXr, 

Major- Gmeral. 


Headquauteus Fifth Army Corps, 

Aagmt 10^ 186 i — D.J25 a, m. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Oommandinfj Second. Division : 

General : Tlie major-general commanding thinks you had better 
try and push the enemy’s pickets, so as to see as far ahead as you can, 
and let him know as soon as practicable what is the result. 

Very respectfully, voiir obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

A ss ista nt A dj 2 ( tant- Genera J. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Diyision, Fifth Corps, 

August 19 j 186i. 

The brigadier-general commanding division directs that the above 
order be executed at once, and the result reported. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres: 

GEO. L. CHOISY, 

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gami) and Actg, Asst, Adjt. Gen, 

Colonel Dushane will keep up the connection with the pickets on his 
riglit. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres : 

GEO. L. CHOISY, 

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 19^ 1864 — 1.10 p. m. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Fifth Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report sharp jiicket-firing on Colonel 
Lyle’s li‘ont for a short time. It has ceased. From all information that 
can be gained it is believed that the enemy’s line of battle is along the 
woods beyond the corn-field. It is supposed the picket-fire is sus- 
pended to allow us to bury theirs and oiu' dead. I ordered that done 
and a list of the nmnbers sent in. My operations of yesterday termi- 
nated satisfactorily in the repulse of the enemy’s attempt to drive us 
from this position. I state this, as it may be thought by some because 
my line temporarily broke that I was repulsed. When the attack was 
made I was on the defensive. It was the enemy’s attack. My picket- 
line has been pushed to the front of the woods. That is a better posi- 
tion for it than where it was yesterday; it then being in a corn-field 
had a very limited field of vision. When it fell back (the Twelfth U. S. 
Infantry composed it) it brought off all its wounded. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYEES, 

- Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

* See Hayes to Clioisy, 9 a. m., p. 313. 
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Head(2UArters First Erioade, 

Aiujust 19^ IbOi — 9 a, m. 

Lieutenant Choisy, 

Actg. Asst, Acljt, Gen,^ Second Div.^ Fifth Army Corps : 

Sir: Our picket-line on the left of railroad lias advanced to front 
of woods taking fifty of enemy’s dead. His line at this point is prob- 
ably beyond corn-field. Our pickets occupy his works on front of 
woods. On right of railroad Colonel Lyle’s pickets have not advanced 
to front of woods. Our wounded report enemy moving to our left. 
We are bringing off our killed and wounded. 

J. HAYES, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters First Brigade, 

A ngust 19 ^ 1864 — ^,30 p, m. 

Lieutenant OnoiSY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The officer of picket in front of my line reports the enemy sending 
heavy columns to our left across the railroad. Colonel Lyle has moved 
to right. I have placed Twelfth TJ. S. Infantry in front line on right of 
railroad. I will endeavor to ascertain how heavy the columns are. 
Yours, &c., 

JOSEPH HAYES, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters First Brigade, 

A\igu8t 19^ 1864 — 3 p, m. 

Lieutenant Ohoist, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General: 

The enemy are showing a heavy force in our front in corn-field. 
Colonel Lyle had a report twenty minutes since that the enemy were 
moving down on us in line of battle. 

JOSEPH HAYES, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 9,15 a, m. 

General Crawford: 

I send you a dispatch juvSt received from Ayres.'*' It seems to indi- 
cate that the enemy has withdrawn. I wish every practicable effort 
made to ascertain. Have Lyle advance as Hayes has done. 

G. K. WAEREH, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 10, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Corps: 

Colonel: The Third Brigade (Colonel Hartshorne) on the right of 
the division remains unchanged, the line ranging from 150 to 200 yards 


Seo Hayes to Choisy, 9. a. m., tliird, ante. 
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from tlie enemy’s main line of \yorks, wlio appear in the same force as 
yesterday. The Second Brigade (Colonel Wlieelock) remains the same 
as last evening, both line of battle and skirmish line. The skirmish 
line is about 150 yards in front of the battle line, and about the same 
distance from the enemy’s line of works. Ko apparent change in the 
force or line of the enemy. The First Brigade (Colonel Lyle) also 
remains unchanged, connecting on the left with the Second Division. 
The skirmish line of the enemy has retired 300 yards to the center ot 
the corn-field and Colonel Lyle has advanced his skirmishers to near 
the edge of woods. Wounded men report that in retiring the enemy 
gained ground to their right. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CEAWFOBD, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 19 j 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Army Corps: 

Colonel : There is no apparent change in the position or force of the 
enemy in my front, except that they have retired their skirmish line 
about 300 yards opposite the front of my left brigade. The skirmish 
line of that brigade has been advanced accordingly, preserving the con- 
nection with the skirmishers of the Second Division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 19^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel : The connection with the Ninth Corps pickets is formed. 
They connect about one-fourth of a mile from the Aiken house, bearing 
10 degrees north of east. I shall make the line as straight as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


General Crawford : 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 19 j 1864 — 10.15 a. m. 


From what I can learn by Major Eoebling, you have not got tlie con- 
nection with the Ninth Corps at all where I wanted it. I wish it to 
begin on the extreme right of the reserves, then in a northeast direction 
to the angle in the picket-line where I went with you, if it can be done. 
If not, then as nearly there as you can. Tins will enable the line to 
watch the enemy toward Petersburg j will not take half the men you now 
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have on, and will relieve much of thel^iiith Corps pickets. I sent Cap- 
tain Cope to aid in this, but he has not returned yet. You will have to 
stir this matter up. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEREK, 

2Iajor- General, 

P. S. — General Brap:g’s line will have to be taken away from where 
it now is and put where I want it, and he must superintend it person- 
ally and not employ a staffc* officer. 

> G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 19, 1864, 

[Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps:] 

General : I have retaken the iiitrenchments but there is no connec- 
tion with my right. Hartranft’s brigade, of Willcox’s division, has 
only advanced as far as the road to my rear which they picket. My 
force is not strong enough to stretch out. I beg you will order that the 
connection be made to-night. 1 have a rebel color. The enemy burst 
in Bragg’s brigade on my right and came down the line. Our artillery 
threw shells into our own intrenchments on my left, and greatly em- 
barrassed the men. 1 have lost Hartshorne and Carle and was once 
surrounded myself. 

Very respectfully, 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 

Brigadier- GeTieral, 


Headquarters Hinth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 7,30 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Captain Bache has just reported with General Mott’s division. 
General Willcox’s division got off between 4 and 5 o’clock. He had, by 
the last return, 2,115 equipped men. 

J^O. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864, (Eeceived 9.20 a. m.) 

General Parke: 

How many men will you be able to relieve with Mott’s division and 
send to Warren? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Majo7'- General, 


Headquarters I^Tinth Corps, 

August 19, 1861 — 9,25 a, m. 

General Meade: 

I will be able to relieve Potter’s and White’s divisions — about 4,000 
men. White’s can be relieved at once and sent to W arren. There may 
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be some d fficalty in relieving Potter’s owing to tlie water lioles in tbe 
covered ways compelling the troops to expose themselves 5 still we will 
attempt it. Officers are now conducting Mott’s men to their j)ositions. 
General Mott will relieve a bi'igade of Ferrero to-night. General Will- 
cox got off about 5 a. m. : as yet no report from him. 

JNO. G. PAEKB, 

Major-Geyieral, 


Headquabters 1^‘inth Army Corps, 

August 19 j 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


Will you please let me know when General Barnard arrives. I will 
inform you the moment that Potter’s and White’s divisions are relieved 
and ready to march. Shall I order them to move to Warren as soon as 
relieved without further orders'? 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- Geyieral, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 10.40 a. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


Have the last of the troops relieved by Mott’s di\usion begun to 
move to W'arrenyet? Please report the disposition of the troops hold- 
ing the intrenchments in your front as soon as it is completed. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters ISTikth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 10.45 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Yours of 10.40 received. Mott’s troops are now relie\ing Potter and 
White. As soon as relieved I will report. 

JEO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 10,50 a. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


Your dispatch of 10.30 a. m. is received. Potter and White should 
move to W arren as soon as relieved, wdthout waiting the one for the 
oth er or for frrther orders. I will let you know when General Barnard 
arrives, and if you cannot leave your headquarters he can go to you. 
Are you at Burnside’s old headquarters'? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Mott’S Left Brioade, 
GMeves^ Souse^ August ID^ 1864 — 7,80 ]), m. 
Major-General Humphreys : 

Colonel Piilford, commanding Mott’s left brigade, reports that the 
break was made through General Warren’s picket-line, three I'egimeiits 
to the left of our connection. The colonel thinks that the enemy then 
turned to their right and were engaged by General Warren’s troops. 
Colonel Pulford’s men have 25 enlisted men and 2 officers x)risoners, 
who state that they became detached horn the command and lost. 
Some of them were stretcher-bearers, and say they belong to Hoke’s 
brigade, Mahone’s dmsion. Colonel Pulford had strengthened his 
line, and x)reserves his connection with Warren’s regiment on our left. 
Colonel Pulford has sent out to ascertain, if possible, from those regi- 
ments of the Fifth Corps if their connection with the main body is per- 
fected. General Mott and I will remain here until we hear from this 
connection. 

JXO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 7.45 p. m. 


Major-General Parke, 

Oommandmg Ninth Corps: 

Has the picket-line been re-established between your left and War- 
ren’s right? Do you know anything of the force of the enemy that 
broke it — ^that is, what became of it? 

. A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 8 p. m, 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General Warren reports that the enemy, after breaking through the 
picket-line on his right, compelled Crawford and Ayres to fall back. A 
heavy fight ensued, and the ground was regained and the line I'e-estab- 
lished. Many prisoners were taken from Heth’s, Mahone’s, and Hoke’s 
divisions. General Warren is directed to establish his line to connect 
with yours to-night. The coimnanding general wishes you to aid in this 
with such available force as you have. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Hinth Army Corps, 

August 19j 1864 — 9.15 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 have just returned fi^om the Ohieves house and found your ‘two 
dispatches of 7.45 and 8 p. m. My dispatch from the Chieves house 
gives all the information I could a ccjuire.* Your dispatch, 8 p. m., I 

* See 7.30 p. m., third, ante. 
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have for'vrarded to G-eneral Mott and requested that he do all in his 
power to re-estahlish the connection with General Warren. I do not 
consider that the negro troops are fit for such a service, under the cir- 
cumstauceKS, but should the commanding general desire it I will direct 
that a portion of these be employed in this service. 

JXO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army Corps, 

August 19^ 1864 — 0,30 m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

A deserter has just come in fi?om the line of intrenchmentsj says he 
left the enemy's x)icket line ; belongs to the Forty-eighth IN’orth Carolina, 
Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division. Says two brigades of Heth’s division 
have gone down to the Weldon railroad — Walker’s and Davis’. 

JISTO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 9,50 p, m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

A dispatch from General Warren, just received, shows that his troops 
do not occupy the same line as before the fight. He says he will con- 
nect his picket-line to-night along the road by Aiken’s and straighten 
up all he can, and if not attacked to-morrow morning will endeavor to 
re-establish the line of to-day. I sent him your dispatch about his 
three regiments. Connect your picket-line with his to-night. His 
troops do not extend to his right farther than the Aiken house unless 
I misapprehend his dispatch. He does not consider it practicable or 
desirable to connect his troops with yours to-night and intrench them 
there. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 10,40 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


Have the last of the troops relieved by Mott’s division begun to 
move to Warren yet? Please report the disposition of the troops 
holding the intrenchments in your front as soon as it is completed. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 19, 1864 — 10,50 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

A dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant suggests to the major- 
general commanding sending Mott’s division to General Warren. 
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While the commaiiding general does not think all of Mott’s division 
could he spared, yet supposes you may he ahle to detach some part of 
it to General Warren. He desires to know about this and what part 
of it can, in your judgment, be spared. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquaetees Kinth AEiynr Coeps, 

August 19, 1864 — llAo p. m. 

Major-General Hxmpheeys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The dispatch of 10.50 just received. General Mott’s entire division 
is in position on the line. One brigade of his might be spared by 
returning the brigade of colored troops to their old position on the line. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Kinth Aemy Goeps, 

August 19, 1864 — 1;^.15 p. m. 

General White, 

Commanding Division, Ninth Corps, or 
Commanding- Opfioee Teoops Relieving General White: 

SiE : I have just received the inclosed dispatch from General War- 
ren. The Strong house is not far distant from the Jones house, a little 
to the south of west. You will perceive that this materially shortens 
your original line. General Warren has directed his picket-line to 
move foi ward. You should direct your left to move forward in con- 
nection with General Warren’s, preserving the alignment and your con- 
nection to the right. Please be on the lookout for any movement of 
the enemy. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. G. PARKE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquaetees Eipth Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 11 a. m. 

General Paeke: 

General: I have thrown an infantry picket across from my right, 
striking yours at the Strong house. I have taken off the cavalry that 
connected with yours, and all that part of your line south of the Strong 
house can be withdrawn. My picket-line is directed to move forward, 
and I hope to get it to the front so as to connect with your most west- 
ern point. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARRBK. 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Axigust 19, ISGi. 

Brigadier- General White, 

Commanding Division: 

General: Major-General Warren directs me to say that you will 
bring* your command to this point by the most direct route, and camp 
for the present near General Willcox, whose location will be pointed 
out to y(>u on your arrival. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. 1. LOCKE, 

Lieutenant’ Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-Generah 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 19y 1864 — 3,io i). /w. 

Brigadier-General Willcox, 

Commanding Division : 

General: Major-General Warren directs me to inform you that the 
enemy are reported moving down in force on General Ayi‘es’ front, also 
in front of Colonel Lyle. He desires you to have your command at 
once put in readiness to move to the front, and keep it so until dark. 

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 

Lietitenant’Colonel a7id Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

> August 19^ 186L (Received 10 p. m.) 

General Parke: 

The corps did finely to-day. General Warren complunents us highly. 
Hartranft and White stood the brunt of JVIahone’s division and ca])- 
tured some prisoners. Humphrey recaptured some works temporarily 
lost and captured 6 officers and 48 men. Potter got ui) just in time to 
save the road of communication. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig-., Fourth Div., NTinth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Fa., Aiigust 19^ 1864 — 6,80 a, m. 

Captain Hicks, 

Asst Adjt, Gen,^ Fourth Division^ Ninth Army Cor])s : 

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report: Tliere 
was very heavy cannonading along our lines from 11.30 to near morn- 
ing. Capt. George D. Moore, Twenty-thfrd U. S. Colored Troops, was 
shot dead by a sharpshooter, the ball passing through the lungs. 
There were two men wounded in the Twenty-third, one in the Nine- 
teenth, and one in the Twenty-eighth. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. G. THOMAS, 
C^onel, Coinmanding Brigade, 
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

Atigust 19^ 1861, 

Colonel ^Morgan, 

GJiief of Staff, Second Army Corps: 

Colonel : All quiet this morning. The enemy still holds the inter- 
section of the New Market and Charles City roads. My jnckets con- 
nect ironi Deep liiiii to Malvern Hill, running down the Charles City 
road to the Second Crook, thence hy a road west and near The road to 
Willis’ Church, and down the Quaker road to the Hill. In the affair of 
yesterday evening the dismounted cavalry held successfully the works 
at the intersection of the Now Market and Charles City roads against 
the attack in fi*ont, and quit them only when the enemy had passed 
by the right and left to their rear. Last night the enemy fell back in 
rear of this line of works. 

Tory respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Gomdg. Second Division, 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

August 10, 1804 — 8 a, m. 

Colonel Morgan, 

Chief of Staff, Second Army Corps: 

Colonel: The intersection of the New Market and Charles City 
roads is held l)y my pickets. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Gomdg, Second Division, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 19, 1864, 

[Brigadier-General Gregg:] 

General; The major-general commanding directs that you send a 
brigade of cavalry as soon as iiracticable to report to Maiior-Geiieral 
Meade. With your remaining force you must arrange to give early 
information of any movement of the enemy on our right. Please send 
mo word how many men you have left for duty. If necessary a brigade 
pf infantry can hold the cross-roads where you were attacked last night. 
Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOKGAlSr, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 19, 1864 — 3 p, m. 

General Gregg: 

It is important that the brigade of cavalry should proceed without 
delay to the left for service with General Warren about the Weldon 
railroad. Lieutenant-General Grant said it was* not necessary to wait 
lor orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ FRAHOIS A. WALKEE, . 

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


21 B B— VOL XLII, PT n 
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August 19, 1804 — 10 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Ooloiiel Comstock, 

City Point: 

Bridge will be ready at 8 j). m. There are two approaches ou the 
north side of river — one very steep, directly up the hill, the other 
round the base of the blud'5 the last fit for artillery and wagons, the 
first entirely practicable for infantry. I would suggest that General 
Hancock send a staff officer to direct the wagons and artillery by the 
latter road, as if the former gets choked it will entirely block the col- 
umn by that route. 

B. F. BUTLBE, 

Major- General 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yikginia and NouTn Carolina, 

Opfioe op the CniEP Signal Ofpicek, 

August 19^ 1864. 

General TJ. S. Grant : 

The following rebel signal messages were intercepted by the signal 
officer at the Mills house, on south bank of the Appomattox, two miles 
above Spring Hill; 

Akciier^s House Station, August 19, 1864. 

0. 0. U. C., 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Peiei'sTjurg : 

Colonel Simmons, commanding General Tliomas^ brigade, reports that his sharp- 
shooters stationed near ])ontoon bridge say that stragglers were crossing toward 
Prince George Iroin daylight and are still passing, and about 7 a. m. a brigade of 
infantry went the same way. 

K. 

AliClIEU^s IIouHE Station, August 10, 1804—10 a. 7)1. 

Petersburg Station: 

What is the news from the fight to-day? Is the Weldon railroad cut? 


Ajiswer from Petersburg: 
Have no nows. The road is cut. 


0. A. IT. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General 


City Point, Ya., August 19^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

' Gommandmg^ t&e. : 

Have you positive evidence of the presence of Pickett’s division any- 
where on your front? I ask because General Halleck telegraphs that 
evidence which has heretofore proven reliable reports the wiiole of 
Longstreet’s corps moving jQ?om Culpeper into the Yalley, 1 know 
Field’s division is here. 

XJ. S. GI^ANT, 
Lieutenant-General 
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Hbqrs. Dept, op Yiroinia and NTorth Carolina, 

I)i the Fields August J!), 1864 — 8,30 p, m, 

(Iveceivetl 9.30 p. m.) 

Lieuteniint-General Grant, 

Commanding^ d'c.: 

I liavo no positive e’sidence of Pickett’s division lately. That a 
portion of i-t withdrew on Monday and Tuesday I have no doubt, 
because some dismounted cavalry was among a portion of the picket- 
line in our front; but yesterday afternoon troops came back into the 
rebel lines who had been there before, because one of the captains in 
talking with an officer of the picket-line stated to me a cii'cumstvince 
which hapi)eiied to his company two weeks ago. I believe that but a 
brigade or two of Pickett’s division is before us. I am surprised at 
your information that Field’s division is not here. Most of the prison- 
ers captured by the Tenth Corps were fr</ni brigades of that division. 
The liichmond {Sentinel, which I sent you yesterday, speaks of Hen- 
ning’s brigade and another which I do not recollect, both of wlxich are 
in Field’s division, having made a charge on our lines on Wednesday. 
You will see by the intercepted signal message of the rebels that 
Lane’s brigade is near the Appomattox. 

EEl^J. F. BUTLEP, 
Major-General y Commanding, 


Hdqrs, Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina, 

August 19^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United states: 

General : From all I can hear the colored troops belonging to the 
Ninth Army Corps have been very much demoralized by loss of officers 
and by their repulse of the 30th. I would respectfidly suggest that 
the arrangement which was spoken of earlier in the season may be car- 
ried out and they be assigned to me to take the idace of the 100-dayvs’ 
men who are going home. Perhaps, by adding them to the Eighteenth 
Corps, we can get in condition by and by to start that corps out in an 
efficient manner upon the expedition suggested. For long marches in 
the enemy’s country I much prefer colored troops; there are with them 
no stragglers. Allow me to suggest whether the Ninth Corps, under 
the circumstances, might not be added to the Fifth and Tenth, as it 
has substantially lost its corps organization, and we might dispose of 
a troublesome question now pending. 

I have the honor to be, very truly yours, 

BENJ. F. BUTLEB, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 19^ 1864 — 10 p. m. 

General Butler: 

Warren, in occupying yesterday the Weldon railroad, was attacked 
by the enemy. Some confusion existed at hrst by the partial giving 
way of the Maryland Brigade, of Ayres’ division, tliat were out-flanked. 
This was corrected and the enemy handsomely repulsed, Warren 
establishing himself in the railroad within about a mile of the 
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enemy’s fortifications. To-day lie Avas re-enforced by a portion of tlie 
NTiiitli Corps relieved by Mott’s division, but about 4 p. m. the enemy, 
having moved between Warren’s position and the plank road, attacked 
him sharply in front and flank. Warren was obliged at first to with- 
draw his line to covei his flank, but as soon as he had executed this 
maneuver he attacked the enemy, driving him in disorder back, and 
re-establisliing his former line. The losses are reported heavy on both 
sides. General Ilayes, commanding Eegular Brigade, is missing. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- QeneraL 

(Same to General Hancock.) 


Dutch Gap, August JSei — S a, m. 

General Butler : 

Shelling last night by a light gun battery to the northwest. Ko 
damage done. 

LUDLOW, 

Major, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirointa and Ii^ortii Carolina, 

Chief Encuneeb’s Office, 

August 19^ 1861 — 10 a, m. 

Captain Lubey, 

Gommctiiding Pontoou Bridge^ Beep Bottom: 

Commence immediately to build tlie approaches for a vsecond pontoon 
bridge just above the one below Four-Mile Creek, taking tln^ pontoon 
bridge brought up by Captain Henderson. As soon as the approaches 
arc all ready send me word. You Avill then be instructed to build the 
bridge, so that it will be ready for use by 7 o’clock this evening. It 
may be necessary for the roadways on the other side to be repaired, 
so that the passage over the two bridges will not interfere with each 
other. In this case, and in any other, if you wish a detail of infantry 
to aid you apply to the commanding officer in your vicinity for aid 
by order of General Butler, showing this dispatch if necessary for 
that ])urpose. Answer if this can all be done. 

PETEE S. MICHIE, 

First Lieutenant^ U, 8, Fngmeers, Acting Chief Fngineer, 


Circular. I Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 19^ 1861. 

The following dispatch received firom the major-general commanding 
the department is promulgated for the information of this command: 


August 14 , 1864 . 

Major-Gen oral Biiixey: 

Dispatcli rccoivod. All honor to the hravo Toiitli Army Corps. These fonr ^nns 
'will maho gax) in the enemy’s line hy which I trust you will go through. You liavo 
done more than was expected of you by the li(*utenaut-geueral. 

B. F. BUTLER, 

MaJor.‘(reneral, 


By order of Maj'or-General Birney: 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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GENEEAL OREERfc3, ) IIEABQUARTERS TeNITI ARMY OORPfc^, 

No. 25. ) I)i the Fields FiisselVs Jlillj Va,j Angiiat 19^ 186i. 

The major-general coinmaiuliiig eoogTatulates the Tenth Army Corps 
on its success. It has on each occasion, when ordered, broken the 
enemy’s strong lines, and has captured, during this short cami^aigii, 4 
siege guns, protected by the most formidable works, 0 colors, and many 
prisoners. It has proved itself worthy of its old Wagner and Sumter 
renown. Much fatigue, ])atience, and heroism may still be demanded 
of it, but the major-general commanding is conlident of the response. 
To the colored troops recently added to us and fighting with us the 
major-general commanding tenders his thanks for their uniform good 
conduct and soldierly bearing, setting a good example to oui* veterans 
by the entire absence of straggling on the inarch. 

By command of Maj. Gen. D. B. BiiTiey: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

^ isHinla nt A dj uta n t- Qen erctl. 


Special Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps. 

A'lujust 19, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, commanding Second Division, will assume 
command of the troops at Deep Bottom. 

By order of Major-General Biruey: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
AasiHtant Adjutmit-Oenerah 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 75. ) Near Hateher^a, Ih., Augxint 19, 1864. 

* * * «• x* * * 

2. Pursuant to instructions from headquarters Tenth Armj^ Corps, 
Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner hereby assumes command of the troops at 
Deep Bottom, Va. 

By order of Brigadier- General Turner: 

ISEAEL Pu. SEALY, 

Capi., Forty-seventh Nevr Yorh Vols., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Oen. 


Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brigade, Kautz’s Division, 

Augxist 19, 1861 — i p. m. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Warren’s Corps: 

Sir : In obedience to verbal orders from the (‘ommanding general, I 
have the honor to report that my headquarters are on the railroad at 
Perkins’ house, south of the general’s quarters about one mile. 

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

SAML. P. SPEAE, 

Colonel Fleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Gommandbig Brigade. 


Headquarters, &c., 
August 19, 1864 — 8.30 p. m. 

Lieut. Col. E. T. Locke, 

istant A dj utant- Genera I : 

Sir: About the center of my line was charged at 8 o’clock by one 
company of rebel cavalry and the enemy handsomely repulsed. 1 send 
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two priKoners captured. They report three regiments of cavalry on my 
front, on the Vaughan road. The Tirst District of Columbia Cavalry 
will be here to-night. I have strengthened my pickets and will make 
a thorough reconnaissance at dayligiit, and report in peison. If you 
could let me have one company ot infantry at once I could use them at 
great advantage. One of the prisoners is a very intelligent, shrewd 
man. 

Very respectfully, 

S. P. SPEAE, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Angnst 1864 — 10 a. on. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I send you two dispatches from General Warren, one received at 1 
a. m. this day, from which I hoped Warren would be able to take the 
offensive. This morning, not healing from him, a call was made for in- 
formation, to which was sent the dispatch* of Colonel Locke, assistant 
adjutant-general, now forwarded. A deserter who came in last night 
asserts, as many have done previously, that the enemy are mining on 
Beauregard’s front. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aotgimt 20, 1H61 — 11.30 a. on. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I forward dispatch t just received from General Warren, from which 
you will see all hopes of any offensive movements on liis part are at an 
end, and that it is now questionable whether he can establish a line 
with his present force trom the Weldon road to the plank road. In- 
structions have been sent to him to emidoy Givgg’s cavalry and the 
working i)arty from City Point in destroying the railroad and not to 
detach any part of his infantry. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Oeoieo'al. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20, 1864 — 12.50 y. on. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

1 send two dispatches received this a. m. Your attention is called to 
the statement of the deserter from Pinegaii’s brigade, which is directly 
in conflict with the report from General Hancock this a. m., both parties 
averring of their own knowledge that Widght and Perrin, of Mahone, 
are at the same time in front oi‘ Hancock and Warren. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Qeneral. 


^ Soo Locl^o to irmnplireyh, 9.20 a. in., p. 338. 
t Seo Warreu to Meade, io a. in., p, 338. 
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IIeauquartees Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 

Army of the Potomac, 

August 20 j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General: A rebel deserter just sent in states that he left his regi- 
ment, Second Florida, Finegan’s brigade, still occupying their old 
position at about 11 p. m. yesterday. Finegan’s brigade, he thinks, is 
tlie only brigade of Mahone’s division left in the trenches. He states 
that Sanders and Wright’s brigades returned from north side of James 
Kiver night before last; says he is well acquainted with members of 
Wright’s brigade, whom he saw yesterday, and was told by them that 
the other brigade of the division had also returned. He thinks they 
marched down the railroad, as they did not take position in vicinity of 
Finegan’s command. 

Very resj^ectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoElNTEE. 


[Inclosuro Ko. 2.] 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of Provost-IMarsiial-General, 

August 20, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Forty-eighth Forth Carolina Eegi- 
ment, Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division,' who left his picket-line last 
night and arrived here this morning, reports that his brigade was lying 
in the trenches when he saw it last (yesterday evening). The rigiit of 
Cooke’s brigade rests on the fort in front of old Chimney, and extends 
to within about 400 yards of the mine. Kirkland’s brigade is on the 
right of Cooke’s. Fry’s (Walker’s old), and Davis’ brigades, he states, 
have gone down the railroad below lead-works. This man seems quite 
confident that tlie enemy are mining somewhere on Beauregard’s line, 
as volunteer miners were called for, and several from his regiment were 
at work somewhere on the left of Heth’s division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoEFTEE, 

Captain, <&€. 


City Point, Va., August 20, 1864-^1.10 p. m. 
Major-General Meade, Commanding, &c. : 

I have ordered General Hancock to withdraw from the north side of 
the river to-night and move back to his old position. When there you 
can send him to the support of Warren with the other brigade of 
Gregg’s cavalry. If the enemy comes out to attack, we will have the 
advantage of position. If they hold their lines only and persist in 
sending more troops to the Valley we can extend still farther. I am 
not so particular about holding the Weldon road permanently as I am 
to destroy it effectually, and to force the enemy to attack us, with 
advantages on our side. Two hundred railroad men with Hancock were 
ordered yesterday to report to Warren. They must be near there now, 
and will destroy more railroad in a day than a division of troops. 

H. S. GEAFT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1861 — 1.15 2>- w. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Your telegram of 1.10 received. The working party referred to 
passed here at 9.30 a. m. and are without doubt now with Warren, but, 
J fear, like Gregg’s cavalry, they will report themselves exhausted and 
unfit for service from long marching. Tlie roads are very bad and very 
trying to man and horse, Hancock will not probably be here before 8 
or 9 to-morrow morning, and will then also be tired and exhausted. I 
propose to detain him on the plank road and let him hold as far to the 
left of that road as practicable, thus freeing the Ninth Corps to operate 
with Warren on the Weldon railroad and covering the left flank. If 
the idea of extending beyond the Weldon railroad is entertained, it is 
absidutely essential a strongly fortified line should be constructed and 
Jield between that railroad and the Jerusalem plank road. Hancock 
can make such line to meet the line now held by Warren and part of 
the Ninth Corps. As it is made and strengthened Hancock can extend 
to the line and free more of the Ninth or Fifth Cor])s. If such line is 
not made any force on the railroad is liable to liave both hanks turned. 
With this line the enemy will be compelled to maneuver on our left 
hank, where we can collect available reserves to meet him. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Qenera}. 


City Point, Ya., Angmi ^<9, ISO! — 3A() p. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Gomnanclmg, &c.: 

Yon can use the Second Corps as you propose. I have no idea of 
extending farther to the left, unless, as stated in my dispatch, the 
enemy should persist in sending more troops to the Valley. I want 
to hold the Weldon road, though, permanently if easily done, and to 
thoroughly destroy it if it cannot bo held. 

H. S. GllANT, 

Li elite )i a n t- Genera L 


City Point, Ya., Aiigmi ^0, 1801 — 8.15 p. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding.^ d)C. : 

Richmond papers of to-day claim to have captured 2,000 prisoners 
from Warren. Is not this far above his estimate? What number did 
Warren capture, and what does he estimate the loss of the enemy at? 

U. 8. GRANT, 

LI eutenan t- G en oral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A%igHst 20, 1864 — 8 JO p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Warren’s return of casualties for the 18th shows 392 missing. His 
report this morning, which I forwarded to you, gave 1,500 as all the 
losses of his corps yesterday, but did not discriminate between the 
killed, wounded, and missing. I have sent your telegram to him with 
directions to let me know the missing in his corps and the Ninth on the 
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20tli. His losses, I know, from reports of otlieis, were nearly all in 
prisoners, succinct report of tlie atair lias been made, and I liave 
sent you all I liave received. * 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point. Augiint 20^ 1861 — 12 noon, 
Quartermaster-General : 

Cavalry liorses are needed to mount dismounted men. I will inform 
you shortly liow many as soon as Generals Gregg and Kautz can be 
beard from. I bad asked for 500, jiart of wbicb bave been received. 
Please cause more to be sent at once, if possible. Both these generals 
are doing successful bgbting on the Weldon road, and if kept well sup- 
plied now with horses may be able soon to strike the Danville road. 

IKGALLS. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

^ August 20^ 1864 — 1,30 ]), m, 

Ool. G. H. Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserter from Finegan, who came in this a. m., states that Wright’s 
and Saiiderws’ brigades returned from other side of James on night of 
18th instant. I understand the follo’s\ing to be the position of the 
enemy’s troops: Mahone’s, Harris^ Perrin’s, Wright’s, Colquitt’s, Cling- 
nian’s. Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, in fiont of the Filth Corps; Eansom 
relieved Clingman; Cooke and Kirkland are still in the trenches; Fiiie- 
gan with balance of Beauregard’s command still occupy their old posi- 
tions. 

J. MoENTEE, 

Captain^ <bc. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marsh al-General’s Department, 

August 20, 180 i, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of 8taff: 

General: A deserter from Richardson’s battery of Washington 
Artillery, just examined, states substantially as follows: He left his 
battery this morning about 10 o’clock, and Avalked into our lines near 
the plank road. The Washington Artillery is at present stationed in 
the enemy’s advanced fort on their right of the xdank road. There are 
six guns (four howitzers and two rifled guns) in that fort. The guns 
are removed from that position every night and taken in rear of 
tlie main liiu^ of works. They are returned about 3 a. m, every day. 
Jiiformant states that the three brigades of Mahone’s division, viz, 
Banders’, Harris’, and Wright’s, which were on tlie north side of James 
i^iver, returned to our front yesterday evening. This is confirmed by a 
prisoner from the Fourteenth Alabama Regiment, who was sent in by 
Fifth Corps to-day. 

Very respectlully, your obedient servant, 

J. McEKTEE, 

Oa]>tain, &c. 



330 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. (J. 


[CHAP. LIV. 


City Point, Augmi 20, 1861. 

(EeceivecI 8.15 p. m.) 

Captain McEntee, 

Headquarters Army of the Hofomac: 

Wc have iiev^s from Orange Court-House from our own men up to 
Wednesday morning last. No troojis had passed there from General 
Lee’s army since the division of Longstreet’s corps, v’hich passed two 
weeks ago to-day, except Eitzhugh Lee’s cavalry. Both the old men 
agree that no infantry has iiassed either way for the past two weeks. 
Deserters sent in from General Hancock left their lines after sunrise 
this morning. Late last night Field’s division and the two brigades of 
Anderson’s division were still on General Hancoc'k’s front. What else 
they did not know, if any, except that there was still right smart of 
cavahy on north side. The line of Pickett’s division between the two 
rivers remains unchanged. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 

(Same to Lieutenant Davenport.) 


IIdqrs. Dept, op Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

Office of Provost-Marsiial-General, 

In the Fieldy August 20, 1861. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Heinity Frovost-Marslial- General^ City Point: 

Nothing new, save deserters report six regiments of Pickett’s divis- 
ion as having left our front and gone to the north side of the James. 

JOHN I. DA YEN POET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-dG-Gamp, and Assistajit ProtmlMarshal. 


Plank Eoab Sional Station, 

August 20, 186 i — 9.16 a. m. 

Major Fisher : 

All quiet. Camps unchanged. 

H. W. FULTON. 


Plank Eoab Signal Station, 

August 20, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Impossible to make observations on account of the unfavorable con- 
dition of the atmosphere. Heavy firing on our left on line of Weldon 
railroad. 

H. W. FULTON. 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

Atignst 20, 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

A brigade of about 1,500 rebel infantry moved out of Petersburg at 
11 this a. m., moving to the left. The enemy are very busy strength- 
ening the four-gun battery to the left of white house on Cemetery Hill. 

A. 0. JOED AN. 
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Headquarters Armt op the Potomac, 

August 30, 1861 — 1^5 p. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

VMef of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch received from station near the 
Gibbon house: 


12.30 p. M. 


Another column of infantry, about 2,000 in number, has just moved out of city 
at a cross roads, going to the' left. No trains or artillery. 

JORDAN. 


Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac, 


1 have notified Wfarren], and of tlie former report. 


A. A. n. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Ang^ist 20^ 18G4. 


•Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: The following diAspatcli received from the station near 
the Gibbon house: 


4.20 p. M. 

Three regiments of infantry liave just passed out of the city, moving toward our 
loft. They were follow ed by six ambulances and four wagons. Two caissons on the 
same road, moving tow^iird the city. 

A. C. JORDAN. 


Very respecdfullv, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac, 


Station near Gibbon’s House, 

August 20^ 186d — 6.20 jp. m. 


Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Nothing new since report of 4.20 p. m. 


A. O. JORDAN’, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Road Sional Station, 

August 20^ 186i — 7 jp. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 5.30 p. in. three regiments of infantry moved to our left on Wel- 
don railroad, many stragglers passing and repassing on same road 
during the day. No other movements visible from here to-day. 

H. W. FULTON-, 

Sergeant, 
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AtTOUST 20, 18C4-. 


Capt. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Headquarters Army gf the Potomac: 
Eebel message received as follows: 


Colonel B[rext], 

Assibtant AdjiitanUGeneral : 

As soon as fog cleaiecl up observed unusual activity, from which 1 supposed move- 
ments had been taking place. One regiment of infantiy m old camp in open space 
to our lett of Cohl)’s Three companies of cavalry just crossing pontoon from Ches- 
terfield. Six pieces of artillery, with eight horses to each, and sixteen wagons 
crossed, going in the same direction. Eight ambulances iiassed Broadway road 
going toward City Point. Stragglers • crossing ponloon going towaid 

Petersbuig. Heavy works at the end oi ii:" .ir S farm have been manned. 

OPEKATOIi 

at C. 


(Same to A. B.) 


Very respectfully, 


TIIOS. II. PEAEEY, 

Second Lieutenant 


Circular.] IIeadquatiters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20^ 1861 — 2»30 jg. m. 

The following project for the disposition of the three corps, in accord- 
ance with communications received from the lieutenant-general com- 
manding armies in the field, is sent for your information and guidance: 

1. Major-General Hancock will withdraw from Deep Bottom to-night 
and reach the vicinity of his former camp toward noon to-morrow, when, 
with his corps, he will hold the intrenchments now held by Mott’s 
division and extend from the plank road toward the Weldon railroad, 
in the direction of the position held by the Fifth Corps on that road, 
and intrench strongly, slasliiug wherever it can be done. 

2. Major-General Parke, commanding Ninth Corps, will withdraw 
Ferrero’s division to-night from the redoubts and trenebes, where it is 
now held in support of Mott’s division, and mass it in rear until the 
same are occupied by General Hancock’s troops, when, with his corps, 
he will hold on Hancock’s left, as far toward the Fifth Corps as practi- 
cable, strengthening his position by intrenchments, slashing, &c. 

3. Major-General Warren will occupy the remainder of the line to the 
Weldon railroad and the left of the army covering that road, and will 
strengthen his position by every means in his ])()wer. 

4. The line from the plank road to the Weldon railroad need not be 
pushed up against the enemy’s works, but Avill be established by the 
corps commanders on the best gi’ouiul for holding between the intrench- 
ments on the plank road and the position v here the left must rest on 
the Weldon railroad. 

5. The remainder of Gregg’s cavalry will be moved from Deep Bot- 
tom to-night, and the cavalry now with the aimy will picket on its left 
and rear and cover the operation of destroying the Weldon railroad. 

0. So far as it can be done consistently with the security of his pri\s- 
ent position and operations, General Warren will have such parts of the 
intrenclimeuts and slashings made on the lines indicated as he may find 
practicable. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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IlEADQUAETEllS ENGINEER BRIGADE, 

City Point. Ya.. An mist 20. 1861. 

Oapt. H. V. Slosson, 

Gomdy. Gomjyany Z>, Fifteenth Ne%v Yorh Yol Fngineers: 

You will uroceed with eighty men and the two officers of your com- 
pany ill charge of the raft now making up to Broadway Landing on the 
Appomattox, where you will lay your bridge. You will be careful not 
to go up the river far enough to be seen by the enemy until after dark. 
You will take tin lanterns with you, taking care that they shall not be 
seen. In order to ])i‘event this keep a man between the Hght and the 
enemy. To-morroAv morning you will leave your tw^o lieutenants and 
sixty men in charge of the bridge, and return yourself with the bal- 
ance of your command to this place. The men who are to remain will 
take two days’ rations with them. A tug will be in readiness to take 
you up the river between o and 5.30 this p. m. It is expected that the 
bridge will be laid before 9.30 p. m. 

By order of Brig, Gen. U. W. Beuham: 

OlIAI^Nrimi CLAPP, 
Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Headquarters Engineer Brigade, 

City Pointj Ya.^ August 20^ 1861, 
Lieut. F. S. Livingston, Aide-de-Gamjg : 

As soon as General Hancock’s troops have crossed the bridge at 
Broadway Landing you will cause it to be rafted and brought here 
again with Captain Slosson’s company, retaining the tug you have 
with you for this purpose. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham: 

CHANKIITG CLAPP. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 20y 1864, 

Lieutenant-General ( Ir ant : 

Keports from General Gregg as to losses, &c., have not been received 
beyond tliat of last night. Tlie iollowing are the numbers of missing, 
including stragglers and those supposed to be cajitured, exclusive of the 
cavalry operating on this side of the river (this includes the 14th 
instant). Missing, unaccounted for, 9 officers and 540 men; sup^iosed to 
b(^ captured, 7 officers and 303 men. The report of the cavalry as to 
men and horses will be furnished you as soon as received. The losses 
were given by General Gregg last night, and are suiiposed to be cor- 
rect. They were trilling. 

WINFD S. HANTCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 20j 1861. 

General Grant, City Point: 

The following is General Gregg’s report of men and horses missing, 
corrected from that of last night. I send it that the report may be 
complete: Men, 36; horses, 35. The greater part of these horses were 
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swamped iu Beep Greek and abandoned. It is not known wlietber 
any of them lived to be extricated by the enemy. While in the swamp 
many were shot. 

WmWD S. HAIj^OOGK, 

Major-General, 


City Point, August 20^ ISO! — OdO a, m, 

Major-General Hancoce: 

You may withdraw from the north of the river to-night, marching by 
way of Bermuda Hundred and across the A])])oinattox at tlie pontoon 
bridge back to your old camp. Leave the Tenth Gorps to cover the 
crossing of the Second Gorps and cavalry. After you are entirely out 
of the way, the Tenth Corps will return to their placets at once, or may 
take up a shorter line and hold it until to-morrow night, as you and 
General Birney may deem most advisable. If anything througii the 
day should give you an advantage where you are, this order will not 
be observed. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 1864, (Eeceived 10.45 a. m.) 

General Grant : 

Adeserterfrom Forty-fourth Alabama, Law’s brigade, Field’s division, 
came in this morning. He states that the enemy have one brigade iu 
single rank and seven or eight guns on the high hill on the New Market 
road to the right and left. Their troops are deployed in the usual order; 
does not know of any change in troops. He saw a brigade moving to 
our right a little before dark last night, but does not know where they 
came from or who they wore. Says the talk among the men is that two 
divisions are there, and that there is no doubt but what Kershaw’s 
division has gone to Early, but they are looking for it back. Thinks 
Pickett is still across the James. His regiment has about 100 muskets ; 
started with nearly 900, many of whom have deserted. Says Alabama 
is full of deserters. His regiment was under marching orders niglit 
before last, during the firing at Petersburg. He knows that this morn- 
ing, besides all of Field’s division. Sanders’, late Perrin’s, brigade, and 
Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’s division, are there; also McGowan’s 
brigade, of Wilcox’s division. General Lee was there the evening the 
enemy attacked General Birney. From his account this attack was a 
general affair, the whole line being under orders to advance if the atta(*k 
on our right was successful. He says they knew that the Tenth Oori)s 
and part of the Second Corps are here. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Same to General Meade.) 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 20j 1861 — 12,10 p, m. 


Is there a pontoon bridge at Bermuda Hundred? I am ordered to 
march to Bermuda Hundred, but it is not stated whether a bridge has 
been thrown there or whether 1 am to cross at Point of Eocks. 

WINF’B S. HANCOCK. 



Chap. LIV'.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


335 


City Point, August 20^ 1864 — 1,50 2}, m. 

General Hancock: 

You will cross at Point of Eocks. If material for a bridge at Broad- 
way Landing can be raked together one will be thrown across there. 
Of this you will soon be advised. 

U. S. GEANTT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1864 — 2,15 jp. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I sent you a dispatch this morning, asking whether I was to go back 
by way of Bermuda Hundred Landing, as might be implied from the 
order, or whether it Avas intended 1 should cross at Point of Eocks by 
the usual route. Thinking you may not have received the dispatch, I 
repeat the substance. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

August 20^ 1864 — 3 p. m. (Eeceived 3.37 p, m.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to say that there will be two 
bridges for you to cross the Ai)pomattox on, one at Point of Eocks, 
the other at Broadway, and that thus, Avith the two bridges at Deep 
Bottom, you will have tAvo roads for your movement. I think but one 
of the bridges at Deep Bottom is prepared for wagons. 

C. B. COMSTOCK, 
Ideutenant-Golonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


General Hancock: 


City Point, August 20, 1864 — 3.10 p. m. 

(Eeceived 3.35 p, m.) 


A i)ontoon Avill be laid at Broadway Landing this evening, and Avill 
be ready for you two hours after dark. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenan t- General. 


General Hancock: 


City Point, Augtist 20, 1864 — i p. m. 

(Eeceived 4.26 p. m.) 


The words Bermuda Hundred should not have occurred in my dis- 
patch. As Colonel Comstock telegraphed there will be two bridges 
across the Appomattox, one at Point of Eocks and one at Broadway, 
and you should take the best route from Deep Bottom to them. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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City Point, Ya., Augiist 20^ 1864— L20 p. m, 
Major-General Hancock: 

There will be a bridge for you at Broadway, on the Appomattox, and 
the old bridge at Point of Eocks, giving you two lines t-o move on. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant’ General, 


General Guant: 

Eichmond Sentinel of 30th says: 


Headquauters, 

August 20,, 1861, 


About 3 o’clock this cveniug, 19th, the nrrangomcnts being eomplot(‘d, our forces 
attacked in front and flank Warren’s Yankee corps which had made a lcm])orary 
lodgment on the Weldon railroad two miles below here, driving them two miles, 
capturing over 2,000 prisoners, including General Hayes and a number of stand of 
colors. No nows from any other sources. 

YHNFD S. ITAlsrOOOK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Oorp«, 

August 20, 1861 — 9,80 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

My chief of staff, who is at General Butler’s headquarters, informs 
me that the roads are three feet in water in some places. He says that 
the troops cannot he over before morning; therefore I have directed 
them to proceed under the orders to their destination. The niglit is 
very dark, and, of course, there will bo a great deal of difficulty on that 
account. One division complete is over and the other is crossing, as 
is the c.avalry. General Biruey will cross to-night. The Se(‘ond Corps 
and the cavalry will bo over at 11 o^clock, 

WINFD S. IIAHCOOK, 

Major-General^ 

(Same to General Meade.) 


General Butler: 


Headquarters Second x\rmy Corps, 

August 20, 1864. (Eeceived 5.10 p. m.) 


Will you oblige me once more by picketing the road to your bridge 
with cavalry at points where a column might go astray*? I will not 
trouble you to build fires. The infantry will go by your bridge. Gen- 
eral Gregg takes the left-hand road to Broadway, and will send a party 
of his own cavalry to picket that road. 

WmFD S. IIANOOOK, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Hept. of Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 20, 1861. (Ee(‘eived 0.30 p. ni.) 
General Hancock, 

Deep Bottom: 

I have come over the road this far. The train is getting along very 
well, though some of the wagons are overturned. The troops cannot 
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get tlirough to-night. The road is horrible, in many places being knee- 
deep with water on account of the rain. Unless there is some pressing 
military necessity, the command ought to stoi) here and go on to-mor- 
row night. NTot more than one-half of them will get over the Appo- 
mattox by daylight. One train is taking that upper bridge, which was 
not the order. 

0. H. MOEGAN-, 

Lieutenani^GoloneJ^ tfr. 


CiROULAE.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Au()^i8t 20^ 1864. 

The following jnoveinents of troops are directed: 

1. At dark the First Division, Second Corps, Brigadier-General Miles 
commanding, will move to the road running rrom near the cross-roads 
opposite the center of his division to the lower imntoon bridge and 
cross the James; thence across the Appomattox to its old camp near 
the Deserted House. 

2. The Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will move by 
the New Market and Long Bridge road, following closely after the First 
Division, from the Gate Posts, and returning to its old camp near the 
Southall house. 

3. The Tenth Corps at dark will move from its present position by 
the road to be indicated by a staff officer from these headquarters, and 
will mass in the clear ground next the bridge, remaining in position to 
cover the bridge until the withdrawal of the Second Corps and cavalry. 

4. The cavalry, Brigadier-General Gregg commanding, will move at 
dark by way of Strawberry Plains to the bridge, crossing immediately 
after Second Corps, and reporting to Major-General Meade, Army of 
the Potomac. 

5. Tlic artillery now on this side of the river, assigned to divisions 
Second Corps, will move with the divisions. The remaining batteries 
now on the south side of the river will be conducted to their former 
camps near rhe Deserted Houvse by the chief of artillery, moving 
promptly at dark. 

0. All wagons and ambulances now with the troops will cross the 
bridge in rear of the commands to which they belong. Second Corps 
headquarters train will move in rear of the First Division train. 

7. The train of the Second Corx)s, now on the vsouth side of the river, 
will move out at dark, following the corps artillery, under charge of 
Captain McBntee, assistant quartermaster, and cross the Appomattox 
at Point of Kocks. This train must not obstruct the march of troops. 

8. The cavalry pickets will be withdrawn in time to cross the river 
with their command. General Gregg will notify Major-General Birney 
before withdrawing his cavalry. 

9. The infantry pickets will be withdrawn at 10 j). m. 

10. Major-General Birney will resume his former position at Ber- 
muda Hundred, after crossing the James. 

By command of Major-General Hancock: 

FBANCIS A. WALKEK, 
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraL 
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I do not think it best to send a brigade of infantry away without first 
reporting so to you. I ean add the District of Columbia cavalry to 
that of G-i egg’s division as well as not. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAERElSr, 

^ Major General. 


IIeaequarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Angust ^0^1h6i — 11.30 a.m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Your dispatch dated 10 a. m. is received. You need not send the in- 
fantry with the cavalry to Eeams’ station. Gregg’s brigade, strength- 
ened by such other cavalry as you can add to it, will be sufficient. 
Have the working party of 200 men from the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment at City Point to be used in destroying the railroad reached you 
yet? They should accompany the cavalry. 

A. A. nCMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff. 


Headqfai^tbrs Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1^61 — 11.85 a. m. 

General Humphreys: 

Colonel Spear says he thinks the enemy, up to last night at least, had 
only a small brigade of cavalry on our left. He tiiinks there were none 
at Eeams’ Station last night. I can send Colonel Spear out at once 
and he is anxious ; he can go with 700 men. He ranks Colonel Stedman. 
Colonel Stedman’s command, I understand, though tired, is ready to 
march. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corp»s, 

August 20^ 18G1 — 11.20 a. m. 

General Humphreys: 

I have just received the dispatch you sent here to General Parke.* 
He is not here yet. The disi)atch I sent you gives our picket-line quite 
nearly. It runs nearly eavSt a ud west from the Strong house. I believe 
it there rejoins the old line. General Potter’s command now holds it, 
and he is reconnoitering to the front. The enemy’s pickets are in the 
same place on the railroad. My cavalry on the Yaughan road, as we 
call it, near Flowers’, see nothing but the enemy’s cavalry. There are 
no cavalry movements south of us visible. A rebel ambulance man 
was captured, who said he had heard said their cavalry in some force 
moved out of Petersburg this morning, but he did not see them. The 
enemy must have lovSt considerably in killed and wounded yesterday, 
but the woods prevent our getting any estimate of their dead. Colonel 
Spear reports to me that from his own reconnaissance he has found the 
position of the enemy’s cavahy, and that he has now enough force to 
attack and rout them. Expecting General Gregg’s cavalry for some 
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time, 1 have kept Colonel Spear waiting their arrival. General Gregg’s 
cavalry are now at the Gurley house, and report themvselves very tired 
from marching all night. The working party has not come yet to de- 
stroy the railroad. I have sent for Colonel Spear and will see Avhat 
cavalry he can send with the others and will let all go that I can. Do 
you wish the cavalry to wait for the working force I? 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEIN, 

Major-GenerciL 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1861 — 12 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of /Staff: 

The detachment of railroad men have not arrived. 

G. K. WAEEEN^, 

Major- GeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A%ig%ist 20y 1861—12.45 jp. m. 
Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corjps : 

The railroad party passed these headquarters on their way to you at 


9.30 a. m. 


A. A. HHMPHEEYB, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20^ 1861 — 1,30 jp, m, 
Major-General W^arren, Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires as soon as the railroad party 
come up that they be put to destroying the road, commencing where 
you are and working southward,* that Colonel Stedman’s brigade of 
cavalry be used to protect them during the operation, and that you 
send Coloiud Spear to feel toward the left as you proposed, he* co- 
operating in the protection of the railroad party when necessary. 

A. A. ^riUMPHEE YS, 

3Iajor- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

^ August 20j 1864 — 1,50 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The following, just sent in by General Willcox, is sent for your infor- 
mation: 

James Orowloy, of Company A, Twenty-second Regiment of Virginia, Walker’s 
brigade, Iletli^s division, A. P. Hill’s corps, states thatlio expects we will get out of 
bere before niglit, because Corsair’s [Corse’s] division is expected up. This is a full 
division of Bc«inregard’8 troops. lie also states that there are heavy guns in strong 
earth-works on the railioad in front of us. 

HARRY LITTLEJOHN, 
Captain and Acting Absibtant Adjutant-General, 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major- GeneraL 
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Headquarters Ar^ly op the Potomac, 

A%ujmt ^<9, 186i — 2 }), m. 

IVIajor-Geiieral Warren, 

Gommandhxg Fifth Corps: 

The signal officer at Gibbon’s house reports, at 12.30 p. m., a column 
ol* infantry, about 2,000 strong, moving out of Petersburg toward the 
cmemy’s right. About two hours ago he reiiorted a brigade of enemy’s 
infantry mo\ing from Petersburg in same direction. 

A. A. niJMPnPEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff". 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20, 1801 — 2.15 p. m. 


Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corpus : 

Your dispatch of 1.50 p. m. received. Corse commands a brigade in 
Pickett’s division, which has been doing all the oi)erations in front of 
Bermuda Hundred. Probably this is the body of troops reported by 
the signal officer at Gibbon’s house. 


A. A. HIJMPIIBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headqxarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 20, IHbl — 2.4.0 p. m. 

IVIajor-General Humphreys: 

General: I have examined James Crowley. He is an Irishman 
and talks singularly. He says he has no doubt they will give us a 
light to-day to try and drive us out. He does not know anything 
about what he calls Corsair’s [Corse’s] division, of Beauregard’s troopvS, 
but supposes they will use everything to get us away. His statement 
seems based upon his own o])inions, and he is an ignorant fellow. I 
think, however, it is quite true that they will attack us, but I think 
we ought to be able to hold against everything. I am preparing to 
tight all around and not hold a long line so that our communications 
may be interrupted in case of an attack. 

Kespectftilly, 

G. K. WABEEII, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aiigust 20, 1864 — 5.20 p. m. 


Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The signal officer at Gibbon’s house reports, at 4.20 p. m., three regi- 
ments of infantry moving out of Petersburg south of the town. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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HEADCilTARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

A'lKjiiHt ^0^ 1804 — 0 m, 

Alajor-Ge’ieral Warren, 

Oommcmding Fifth Gorj^s: 

Have the railroad party reported to you, and have they commenced 
work! 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of istaff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 20^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphrey s, 

Chief of Staff: 

The railroad detachment has reported and has been directed to go to 
Avork at once. 

G. K. WAEREK, 

Major •General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

A%igust 20^ 1804 — 5,20 p. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff': 

I think the man who came into General P>utler’s lines nnusi have 
meant Kershaw’s brigade instead of Corsets. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Angxint 20^ 180 i — 0 p, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commandvig Fifth Corps: 

Kershaw’s old brigade is believed to be in the Shenandoah Valley with 
Kershaw’s division. Why do yon suppose the deserter to Butler’s 
lines refiTred to Kershaw’s brigade? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1864 — 6,80 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel Locke wrote the dispatch for me. I meant him to say that 
the man Crowley that I took to-day might have meant Kershaw. He 
did not know exactly how to imoiiounce the name, and it might have 
been Corse or Kershaw, 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aiigiist 20^ 1864. 


Major-General Warren: 


General Butler’s telegram about Corse’s brigade was in reply to one 
from General Meade inquiring for intelligence of Corse’s brigade. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20^ 1864 — 8 p. m. 

IMajor-General Warren, 

Comma7iding Fifth Corps: 

The commanding general would like to know how your troops are dis« 
posed, in order to give instructions imderstandingly to General Han- 
cock and General Parke in regard to the extent of line they will proba- 
bly be required to hold under the directions issued this afternoon. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Angmt 20, 1864 — 8.25 p. m. 


Major-General Warren, 

Coinnn’>id‘,fg Fifth Corps: 


The following dispatch* from the lieutenant-general commanding the 
armies in the field is sent you so that you may furnish the information 
asked for and enable the commanding general to answer it as soon as 
possible. Please include the losses, if any, of the troops of the Kinth 
Corps serving with you. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Auoust 20, 1864. (Received 3.40 p. m.) 

General Warren: 

General Potter’s picket-line holds that house in the corn-field and are 
intrenching themselves on a very good line. The rebels have left the 
place where they were last night. 

W. A. ROEBLHIG. 


Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

NTo: 109. ] August 20, 1864. 

In case we are attacked again, the commanding officers must take 
pains to control their men’s firing, and, if possible, fire by front and 
rear rank alternately, being careful to reserve their fire for the line of 


See Grraut to Meatle, 8.15 p. m., p. 328. 
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battle. One good volley well put in will render the enemy’s line pow- ^ 
erless. When the firing eontinnes and but few bullets come back, the 
firing must cease and a thin skirmish line advanced, and a division 
commander can order a charge or an advance whenever he deems it 
advisable without waiting for further sanction. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August ISGi. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General., Fifth Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the line remains the 
same. My pickets are confronting the enemy’s. 0(*casional shots are 
exchanged. 1 sent you a report from the cavalry officer sent out to 
the left. He speaks of a raid being in progress around to our left. 
My front is about as strong as it can be as a single line. The enemy 
made two attempts along the railroad last evening after the line was 
re-established and were driven back handsomely. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYEES, 

Bri gad ier- Geyiera Z, Comm a nd 1 ng. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 20^ 1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- Geezer al, Fifth Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the cavalry pickets re- 
port the enemy felling timber on my left beyond the road which comes 
into the railroad to our front. The work 'is going on briskly. I have 
just now a report that the enemy are marching a large force of infan- 
try down to our left of the road mentioned above. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

E. B. AYEES, 

Bri gad i er- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aug^ist 20, 1861 — 7*30 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Ayres : 

General: The major-general commanding is of the opinion that 
what the enemy are endeavoring to [do] on your left is to get some ar- 
tillery around there to fire over this way, and if they do they will not 
be able to touch your line. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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General Ayres: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1864 — 5.15 i). m. 


1 Rear from General Humplireys, too, tliat some foroo Ras Reen seen 
A’oing* out li‘om Petersburg to-day. TRe same was seen yesterday. 
They may design to attack us again to-day and try tlie left this time, or 
tliey may be extending tReir intrenchments to the left to keep us from 
investing Petersburg. 

G. K. WARREN-. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

/ August 20^ 186L 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Asshtant Adjiitant- General^ Fifth Corps: 

Colonel : I Rave the honor to report that the work of throwing down 
the breast- works in our front Anil be Rnislied, and a slashing made up 
to (or near) the picket-line, by midnight or thereabouts. Colonel Hof- 
mann will also be in iiosition and intrenched by that time. I desire to 
know where I sliall encamp my division, as but a small iiortion of it 
Avill be required in the line of the artillery around my heacl(j[uai'ters. 
Very respectfully, 

* R. B. AYRES, 
Brigadier- Genera ?, Comm an ding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

N'o. 45. ) August 20^ 1861, 

1. The Fifteenth Regiment Hew York Artillery is hereby assigned 
temxiorarily to the First Brigade, and the commanding ofdcer of the 
regiment will report without delay to CoL Frederick Winthrop, com- 
manding brigade. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres: 

GEO. L. CHOIST, 

First Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Gamp^ and Actg, Asst, Adjt. Gen, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d BRia., 2d Div., 5th Army Corps, 

Ho. 111. 3 August 20, 1864, 

I. Major Mobley being wounded in the battle of the 18th instant, 
while gallantly leading his regiment, thus leaving the regiment without 
a field officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Barrett, Fourth Maryland Volunteers, 
is assigned to the command of the Seventh Maryland Volunteers. The 
men of this regiment are as good and faithful as any in the brigade, 
but have become sadly demoralized because of the inefficiency and want 
of attention on the part of some of the line officers. It gives me pleasure 
to say that there are some honorable exceptions to this censure. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Barrett will have occasion to use all his well-known firm- 
ness and discretion in the eftbrt to bring this regiment back to its former 
efficiency, and to this end he will report to these headquarters all officers 
who do not freely and fully do their duty. This order to remain in effect 
until further orders. This order will be read at the head of the regiment 
at its first dress-parade after its reception. 

II. In case we are attacked again the commanding officers must take 
pains to control their men firing, and, if possible, fire by front and rear 
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rank alternately, being careful to reberve tlieir fire for tbe line of battle. 
One good volley well imt in will render tlie enemy’s line powerless. 
Where the firing continues and few bullets come back, the firing must 
cease and their skirmish line advanced. 

III. Each regiment will detail five men to relieve those chopping and 
slashing at the timber in our front. Colonel Bowerman’s detail will 
include one sergeant. They will report at these headquarters. 

By command of Colonel Dushane: 

J. BAhTKEED, 

Acting Assistant Adjntant- General. 


Headquarters Fourth Bivision, Fifth Army Corps, 

August 1861. (Keceived 3.10 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke : 


Sir: I have extended the rifie-pits from the left of the batteries to 
the little ravine. Does the general wish to have the line extended 
farther to the left on the next ridge? General Ayres thinks* it is 
intended to cover that ground with the batteries near the railroad. 

Very respectfully, 

L. CUTLEE, 

Brigadier- Genera L 


Headquarters Ninth AiiMV Corps, 

August 18(U — 9M a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Mott has Just reported that the connection with General 
Warren’s right is perfected. 

JNO. G. PAEKB, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20^ 186i — a, m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ifintli Coys: 

The major-general commanding desires to know where your ])icket- . 
line on the left is — where it (‘oniu^cts with General W arren’s,’ &(*. Please 
describe it so that it may be marked on the maps, or send a map with 
the line indicated. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20j 1804 — 11,30 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys : 

I have just arrived. I found your dispatch of 11 a. m. As far as I 
now know General Warren has answered your dispatch.* After leav- 
ing the connection with Warren’s left, I purpose returning along my 
line from Warren’s right. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


'' Soe 11.20 a. in., p. 339. 
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nEADQrAUTEES AEMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

. August 20^ 1804 — 3J5 p. m. 

Major-General Paeke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


In the event of General Warren being attacked this afternoon have 
you any troops that you can send to his support? Supx)orts in the line 
of rear*works might be withdrawn in sucli case. 

A. A. HFMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters INinth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1864 — i,30 p, m. 


In the absence of General Parke on the line I have the honor to 
reply t;o your dispatch of 3.45 that Thomas’ brigade (colored), Fourth 
Division, is in reserve. 

E. A. HUTCHINS, 

Ass ista n t Adju taut- Genera L 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20^ 1861 — 3.50 p. m, 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The order of 2.30 p. m., by which you are to withdraw to-night such 
troops as you may have in the redoubts, &c., of the second line of works, 
supporting MotPs division, is not intended to refer to the redoubts on 
the plank road, which cover the left and are in the first line. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 1864 — 6.30 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

* Assistant Adjutant-General^ Fifth Army Corps: 

Colonel: The officer in charge of my skirmish line reports having 
advanced about half a mile and still advancing without fiinding the 
enemy. They will continue to advance if the line to their left advances. 
How far is it intended they should go? They have no connection on 
their right. 

Your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTBE, 

Brigad ler- General. 


[Indorsomont ] 

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20., 1861 — 7 a. m. 

Eespectfully referred to General Willcox for his information. 

General Willoox will send a brigade with Major Eoebling, aide de- 
caini/, to establish the picket-line. General Warren thinks it best for 
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General Potter to lialt until tlie x)icket-line is established by Major 
Eoebling’, and General Willcox will please send word to General Potter 
to that effect. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

A ista nt A d jut an t-Ocn era ?. 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Corps, 

Aiujust 20^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

AHshtant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Gor]}s : 

Colonel: We have connected with some troops of your corps on the 
rig’lit who were cut off yesterday afternoon. They report that they con- 
nect with Mott’s division, of the Second Corps, on the right. We have 
picked up a few stragglers. 

Your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 

Bri gad i er- G en era J. 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 20^ 4804, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Fifth Army Corps: 

Colonel : 1 have clianged my headijuarters to the center of a large 
field near the Gurley house to north of road. 

I am, colonel, very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

EOBEET B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 20^ 1801 — 10,30 a. m, 

Lieut, Col, C. H. IMorgan, 

Chief of fltaffj Second Army Corps : 

Colonel : The reports from my pickets this morning are to effect that 
there is an appearance of small parties of rebels on the New' J\Iarket 
road beyond its intersection with the Charles City road and on several 
of the roads north of the Charles City road. At several places they 
have been seen removing barricades on those roads north of the < diaries 
City road. The vedettes at Deeii Eiin report a nioveinent of a force of 
perhaps two regiments across the front toward our right. Timely noti(*e 
will be had of any advance. If this should be made, it wmuld be better 
met by a force thrown a little farther out on the hill to the right of 
General Birney’s iiresent position. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Bri gad ier- Genera Z, &c. 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 20 j 166 i. 

Brigaclier-Geueral Gregu, 

Commanding Gamlry : 

General : Your coinmaiid will cross at Broadway. You will j^er- 
liaps fiud some of our wagons on tliat road, tliougli they wall probably 
be over before you start. The general suggests that you send a small 
party ahead to pic'ket your road, so there may be no mistake. 

Yours, 4&C., 


C. H. MOEGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of istaff. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

August 20. 1861. 

Ool. C. H. Smith, 

Commanding JSecoiid Brigade^ Second Division: 

Colonel: You will withdraw your brigade from its present position 
at dark, and move by way of Malvern Hill to the plain on J ames Eiver, 
and there mass your brigade until the divisions of the Second Army 
Corps shall have crossed the bridge, when you will move over and pro- 
ceed by way of the i^ontoon bridge at Broadway, on the Appomattox, 
to the vicinity of headquarters Army of the Potomac, ivhere you will 
receive further orders. The luckefcs will not be withdrawn until 9 i). m. 
The regiments on picket will be withdrawn by the Malvern Hill road. 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigad ier- General^ Coynmand ing. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and NToRTn Carolina, 

In the Fields August 20^ 1864 — 1.10 j). m. (Eeceived 2.25 ]). m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding^ &c. : 

Two deserters from Pickett’s division have just come in, one a very 
intelligent man. He informs me that six regiments have been taken 
from Pickett’s division and sent across the James Eiver j that on our 
left, opposite Port Walthall, they have reduced the line, so that the line 
of battle is scarcely stronger than the skhmish line, being one man in 
every tw^enty teet. I believe this statement. I think the weak point 
now is in front of our lino, and if we had the TenUi Corps here I have 
no doubt we could go out on the left; ‘at least I should be inclined to 
try it. 1 do not think we have over 3,500 men betw^een the two rivers. 
That you may judge for yourself, I will send you the deserter, with yes- 
terday’s paper. Please question him. Allow me also to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that the last of the 100-days’ regiments go away from 
me to-day. Certainly, in the absence of the Tenth Corps, I have no one 
whom I can send to Fort Itowhataii or Fort Pocahontas. Allow me 
to suggest that as the colored troops of the Ninth Corps are so much 
demoralized and broken up for want of officers, if they could be sent to 
me, by putting the w^eaker ones in Powhatan and Pocahontas, they 
might be recruited up and got into condition. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 
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City Point, Ya., Amjust 20^ 1861. 
Major-General Butler, Commanding^ c£t.: 

Tbe Tenth Corps — in fact, all the troops from north of the James — are 
01 ‘derecl to i*eturu to-night. When this change is made it will probably 
induce the enemy to strengtlien his weak point in your front before we 
can take advantage of it. If you can get through, however, I should 
like it very much. In regard to sending you the colored troops of the 
Ninth Corps, it is now impossible. Tlie Eighteenth Corps and colored 
troops of the Ninth Corps are holding all of our line at Petersburg, 
whilst the white troops of the Ninth are operating Avith the Eiflh Corps. 

U. S. GBANT, 

Llcutenan t- General, 


IlEABQXrARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC^, 
August 20^ J80J — 2 p. 


on. 


Major-General Butler : 

Prisoners say Corse’s brigade, of Pickett’s division, is moving south of 
the Appomattox to my left. Uave you any information bearing on the 
subject ‘I 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Mdjoo'-GeneraL 


nnQRS. Dept, of Virointa and North Carolina, 

August 20^ 1801 — 2,30 ]). m, 

Major-General Meade, Goonmanding : 

I have a deserter from the Thirty-second Virginia Begiment, Corse’s 
brigade: came in 12 o’clock last night. 

BENJ. E. BUTLEK, 
3£ajor-Gen( ral^ Commanding. 

(Cox)y sent by Meade to Warren.) 


UEAD<iUARTERS EnOINEER BriOADE, 

City Pointy August 20, 1861. 

Capt. T. Lubey, 

Comonanding Pontoon PetacJmeoit, Beep Boifoon : 

At daylight ill the morning you will dire(*t (^aptain Itenderson to 
raft his bridge, prepaiatory to having it tow(‘d to this place. 1I(‘ will 
bring his company with him. A tug Avill be sent to tow the bridge 
down at 0 a. in. 

By order of GenerM Benham: 

CIIANNING CLAPP, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. ()., 

No. 95. ] In the Meld, Va., August 20, 1861. 

Col. E. 0. Webster, quartermaster, having been assigned by the War 
Department as chief quartermaster of the Dei)artmcnt of Virginia and 
North Carolina, is announced as such, and will bo obeyed and respected 
accordingly. 

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 20^ 1861. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

General : The major-general commanding directs me to say that he 
prefers you should not discharge the muskets unless you consider it 
essential to the serviceable condition of your command. Unless some- 
thing new is developed to-day it is probalde your command vill recross 
to-night and you will have the opportunity to-morrow. The general 
would like to have you send your wagons, &c., during tin* afternoon, 
to park near the bridge preparatory to your withdrawal, but not on any 
of the roads leading to the bridge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAX, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^ &c. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 20^ 1861 — 6 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. H. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Goyps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to furnish you with the 
following extract from the telegraphic order for the movement of 
to-night, which embraces all the instructions with which lie is charged 
for yW after you cross: ‘‘The Tenth Corps will return to their places 
at once,” &c. 

I am, general, very respectfully, youi‘ most obedient servant, 

0. H. MORGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of ktaff. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 20, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel McGilverv, 

Chief of Artillery : 

The major general commanding directs that you watch the pontoons, 
and as soon as one is clear take your batteries across, and send them 
to their camps. 

Respectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 20 j 1864. 

Division commanders and chief of artillery will, during the after- 
noon, send to the rear all wagons, excepting five wagons of small-arm 
ammunition, preparatory to a withdrawal during the night to our 
former camps. All the sick able to march and non-combatants will be 
returned to their camp, and every care will betaken against straggling. 
Extraordinary care must be taken by division commanders in inspect- 
ing the picket-line, and seeing that that duty is performed with great 
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vigilance. The pickets will be withdrawn under the corps officer of the 
day, and full instructions for the movement Avill be given in due time. 
The enemy are reported moving to our right, and great caution must 
be used. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

A.S6 * ista nt Adj u tci n P Genera L 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Au(j7ist 20^ 1864 — L15 m. 

The following* movements of the troops are directed: First. At dark, 
precisely, the troops under Brigadier-General Birney will move by a 
road to be indicated by a staff officer from these headquarters. Sec- 
ond. The batteries will follow and keep closed up. Third. General 
Terry^s division will follow the batteries and act, if necessary, as a rear 
guard.. Fourth. The corps pickets will be withdrawn exactly at 10 i).m., 
and follow under the direction of the corps officer of the day acting as 
a rear guard. Fifth. The corps will mass on the cleared ground near 
the bridge and remain in position until Major-General Hancock has 
crossed his troops, in order to cover the bridge, then, resuming same 
order, each command will march to its former camp. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Foster Avill relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Coan and his brigade at 
Deep Bottom. Sixth. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn with his cavalry 
will bring up the rear, seeing that all stragglers are kept up. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adj iitant- General, 


IlEADQUARTEliS TENTH ARMY CoRPS, 

Atigust 20, 180' J. 

Brigadier-General Terry, 

Commanding First JDivision : 

The major-general commanding directs that you leave General Fos- 
ter with his command in the woidvs on his side of the river until morn- 
ing, when he will cross and proceed to his old camp, relieving Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Coan. 

Kespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjut((nt- General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., IOth Army Corps, 

No. 70. ) Near Hatcher^s, Va,, August 20, 18()L 

1. Major Strong, Sixteenth Heavy Artillery, New York Yolunteers, 
will report with his command to Col. N. M. CurtivS, commanding First 
Brigade, Second Division, Tenth Army Cor])s, without delay. 

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner: 

ISEAEL 11, SEALl, 

Gapt,, Forty-seventh New York Vols,, and Actg, Asst, Adjt Gen, 
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City Point, Ya., A^uju^t 20^ 1864 — 12A0j^. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding JEighteenth Army Corjgs : 

Statements of deserters and refugees go to show that the enemy 
are mining in your front. Can you not countermine against them? 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 20^ 1864, 


I have had reports of the mines in my front for sometime. Have two 
counter mines going now 5 can’t hear much yet in them.* 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Arhy Corps, 

A^igust 20^ 1864, (^Received 4 p. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

nothing reliable denoting a change in my front, no prisoners in. 
no movements of troops have been seen, except some small squads 
reported unofficially as seen moving toward left and rear yesterday 

p. m. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brigade, EAutz’s Division, 

August 20 j 1864, 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-Generalj Warreids Corps: 

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the First District of 
Columbia Cavalry. From a reconnaissance I know the position of the 
enemy’s cavalry. 1 have sufficient force to attack and rout them, and 
respectfully ask permission to do so. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

S. P. SPEAE, 
Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry, 


City Point, Ya., August 2L 1864—11 a. m, 

(Eeceived 0 p. m.) 

Major-General Halleok, 

Washington^ D, C, : 

Taking possession of the Weldon road has made the enemy appar- 
ently very nervous. They have been constantly attacking to regain 
possession. I cannot report accurately the result, but ai)parently our 
losses have been light in killed and wounded, whilst the enemy’s loss 
in that respect must have been heavy, from the fact of his being re- 
pulsed so oflen. The second day, however, we lost heavily in captuied, 
23 B B— VOL XLII, PT IX 
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from the fact that the enemy enveloped Warren’s right before he was 
aware of it. I withdrew the troops from north of the James Eiver last 
night, and now the Second Corps must be nearly in supporting distance 
of Warren. 

U. S. GEAN-T, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., August 2L iS64 — 1.30 p. m. 

(Eeceived 22d.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Washington^ I). C. : 

The enemy came out and attacked General Warren between 10 and 
11 a. m., but wsve repulsed with great ease. NTo loss reported on our 
side except General Cutler, slightly wounded, and Colonel Dushane, 
killed. General Warren reports 400 prisoners captured that he knows 
of; there may be more. I am expecting a heavy attack this afternoon, 
and preparing for it. 

U. S. GEANTT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., August 21^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade^ 

Commanding^ die. : 

Is the firing now heard on Warren’s front? If so the enemy should 
be opened upon by the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps, and their line 
threatened. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21j 1864 — 10 a. m. 

General Grant: 

I send a dispatch* from Warren explanatory of the firing which has 
been resumed within the last few minutes. Hancock is moving up; 
also Parke with his Poui'th Division. W arren, on the defensive, ought to 
be able not only to hold his position, but to punish the enemy severely, 
and undoubtedly would if we could only get our troops to act with the 
audacity the enemy show. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21j 1864 — 10.25 a. m. 

General Grant: 

I have ordered Ord and Mott to open with their batteries and make 
all the demonstrations they can against the enemy. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 

See Warren to Huinphreyb, 9.30 a. in.; p. 368. 
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City Point, August 21^ 1864 — 11.20 a. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

It is hard to say what ought to be done without being on the field, 
but it seems to me that when the enemy comes out of his works and 
attacks and is repulsed he ought to be followed vigorously to the last 
minute with every man. Holding a line is of no importance whilst 
troops are operating in front of it. 

TJ. S. GEAITT, 

lAeutmiant- General, 


Headquaetebs Abmy of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 12 m. 

General Gbant: 

Ord reports the enemy leaving his front. It is probably Martin’s 
brigade, of Hoke’s division, the only one left of that division in front 
of Ord last night, as reported by deserters. The enemy now holds his 
intrenched line with Johnson’s division and part of Heth’s, that is 
between the Appomattox and the plank road. I have asked Ord, if 
he cannot assault in his front, whether he cannot extend to his left so 
as to relieve part of Mott’s division, Second Corps, now holding from 
Burnside’s mine to the plank road. Hancock is now at the Strong 
house, west of the plank road, slashing trees to make an obstacle to 
the enemy’s interposing between the plank road and Warren. If I can 
get a line of obstacles to be held by a skirmish hue I can throw more 
troops to Warren’s support. Warren reports the enemy moving to his 
left. I have sent him youi‘ dispatch, having previously advised him 
the way to stop the enemy’s Hanking was to assume the offensive and 
make him look out for his flanks. The difficulty of Warren’s position 
is, the roads are impassable and his artillery cannot be moved. It is 
absolutely essential he should maintain his position, and I have no 
doubt of his ability to do so unless the enemy should bring so superior 
a force as to turn his left flank, in which case we cannot get our men to 
stand. They don’t mind any orders when they find themselves out- 
flanked, but move off bodily to the rear in spite of orders. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General 


City Point, Ya., August 21, 1864 — 12.45 jp. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

If the enemy are moving to turn Warren’s left, why can he not move 
out and attack between them and Petersburg, and either cut their force 
in two or get in rear of it? If the roads are impassable for our artil- 
lery it must be so for the enemy’s, and it becomes an infantry fight. I 
will telegraph Ord either to assault or extend, so as to relieve more men. 
The enemy evidently intend to use nearly their entire force to drive 
WaiTcn away, and we can either penetrate his line or hold ours with a 
very small force. 

U. S. GEAIiTT, 
Lieutenant- General 
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General Grant : 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

AuguHt 21^ 186d — 1 jp- m. 


Telegram 12.45 received. Instructions have gone to Warren em- 
bodying the spirit of your suggestions — ^that is, to assume the offensive. 
Ord has reported he can spare 800 men, and he has been requested to 
extend his left with that amount, and Mott allowed to extend his left 
proportionately. Tliis will free so many men for Warren. I shall move 
Hancock up as soon as he can make anything of an obstacle to prevent 
the enemy getting in between Warren’s position and the plank road. 
Telegraphic communication with Warren is interrupted just now. The 
main roads running into Petersburg are passable. It is the cross- 
roads which, by the passage of artillery and trains, have since the rains 
become impassable. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., Axigtist 21^ 1864 — 1.10 jp. m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commanding^ &c. : 

Do you not think it likely the enemy are preparing for a heavy attack 
on Warren this afternoon ? If such is the case, would it not be better to 
move Hancock up to his support at once, and leave the slashing to 
troops that will be set free by Ord? I have directed Ord either to 
assault on his front or to extend and relieve Mott, favoring the latter. 
You will know very soon which he thinks best. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


HeadqPARTErs Army of the ^Potomac, 

August 21j 1864 — 1.30 p. m, 

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant : 

The following has just been received fi’om General Warren. General 
Meade left here half an hour since for General Warren’s headciuarters. 
It is expected that we shall again have telegraphic communication with 
General Warren’s headquarters in a few moments: 


Headquarteks Fifth Corps, 

Avgust 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Tlie enemy attacked us both on the north and west with HilPs and Beanregard^s 
troops. We repulsed them, too, easily. They did not come on far enough to get the 
effect of our fire. 1 have a general order to push out, but the woods favor the 
escape of the troops. We have three battle-flags and probably 400 prisoners that I 
know of. I hope they will try again. General Cutler is wounded by a piece of shell 
in the face, not seriously. Colonel Dushane is killed. 

Respectfulh\ 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- Gen&ral, 


11.30 a, m. — ^AU quiet now. 


The line being down I send this by an orderly. 

G. K. W. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Geneial Grant: 


Jones’ House, Plank Boad, 

August 21^ 1864 — 2.30 p. m. 


Telegram of 1.10 received. I had just ordered one division of Hdn- 
cock’s to Warren’s left. I have now ordered the other one. The third 
(Mott’s) is holding our intreuchments. I have sent you a dispatch from 
Warren announcing another repulse of the enemy. As soon as I get 
on the field and Hancock is up I will assume the offensive — before if 
practicable. Hancock’s people, however, are very weary and wOl not 
be fit for much to-day and will not much more than get into position. 
The condition of the roads is a great drawback. Everything has to be , 
packed across the plank road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fieth Corps, 
Weldon Railroad^ August 21, 1864 — 5.25 p. m. 

General Grant: 

Hancock’s men are so exhausted with their long march that nothing 
can be expected of them this afternoon. Having moved Hancock over to 
the left I have placed Parke on the right, and he is extending to make the 
line and connection over to the plank road. The enemy appear to have 
abandoned their intention of turning Warren’s left and now show some 
signs of a movement on his right. My solicitude in desiring to have a 
line of slashings across to the plank road is based on the fact that the 
enemy may move on Warren’s left and turn our intrenehments resting 
on the plank road, which cannot be held if turned. This would compel 
the abandonment of this position and might embarrass us to recover 
our intrenehments. If the enemy do not make this move before night, 
Parke I think will preiiare the line so as to prevent it. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Va., August 21, 1864 — 8.30 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, &c. : 

Between the Appomattox and Baker’s [Bake-House] Creek the enemy 
are supposed to be very weak. General Butler is preparing two assault- 
ing columns to-night with the view of breaking that line at daylight in 
the morning. If successfdl he will endeavor to clear out the entire line of 
the enemy south from the Hewlett house and establish himself with all 
his force on the line of Swift Creek. With the Tenth Corps he ought 
to be able to hold his ground all day, if he gets through, and could only 
be driven away by drawing largely from Petersburg. I cannot say 
now what is best to be done with your forces in connection with this, 
but notify you so that you can take advantage of any weakness of the 
enemy. I shall hear and inform you the results of Butler’s efforts, and 
can teU better then the best directions to give. 

U. S. GBANTT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1861 — 9,20 p, m. 

General Grant: 

I liave just returned from tlie fi'ont. I found it impracticable to 
arrange any offensive movements for to-morrow. Warren expressed 
every confidence in his command defending itself against any attack, but 
advised against attacking. Hancock’s men are completely exhausted 
with their march, and nearly a third behind on the road. Parke’s peo- 
ple will be working all night on the connecting lines. Under those cir- 
cumstances, I gave orders to act on the defensive, but in the event of 
the enemy’s attacking again to follow up their repulse. I think now 
we have thinned our line from the Appomattox to the plank road as 
much as we ought to do. Ord proposes to send more men, but I do not 
think it judicious to weaken him any more, because the enemy, finding 
an accumulation on our left, might mass, and by a bold assault break 
through our weakened line. I don’t think this probable, but it is possi- 
ble. Warren reports taking some 400 prisoners to-day. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., August 21 y 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Gommandingy &c. : 

Tour dispatch of 9.30 [9.20J p. m. just received. I send you a dispatch* 
in cipher, from which you will see, when received, that 1 do not expect 
offensive operations to-morrow except in case of a success in Butler’s 
front making it practicable. If we can retain hold of the railroad it 
will be a great advantage. Has much of the railroad been destroyed? 
After the men get well rested it will be well to support the cavalry with 
a division of infantry to destroy as much of the road as we can, if an 
advantage is not gained in the meantime making it unnecessary. If 
Butler does not succeed in the morning he will relieve the Eighteenth 
Corps from the lines, leaving it loose. With that as a reserve, our 
lines will be strong. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21 y 1861 — 11 p. m. 


Tour dispatch in cipher received.* I will be prepared to-morrow to 
act according to developments. Prisoners say that General W. H. P. 
Lee was mortally wounded to-day. I send this for what it is worth. 
The railroad party have been at work to-day, but I have received no 
report of their progress. Gregg’s cavalry division are protecting them. 
In case it is necessary, a supporting force of infantry will be sent. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


See Grant to Meade, 8.30 p. m., p. 357. 
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Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

City Point j Ya.: 

The whole of Mahone’s division is certainly here. They arrived here 
at 8 o’clock yesterday morning. I understand the following to be the 
force in front of Fifth Corps : Clingman’s, Colquitt’s, Mahone’s, Harris’, 
Sanders’, Wright’s, Fry’s, and Davis’ brigades. The balance of Bean- 
regard’s, Heth’s, and Mahone’s commands are in the trenches on our 
front, occupying their old positions. Three brigades of Mahone, which 
returned, are also in front of Warren, fighting hard at this moment. 

J. McENTEE, 

Cajgtainj &c. 


AuaiJST 21, 1864. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

City Polyit: 

Hagood’s and Eansom’s brigades are now in front of Fifth Corps. 
W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry division was also engaged there this a. m., and 
General Eooney Lee badly wounded through lungs. So say prisoners 
from above commands. 


J. McENTEE, 

Gajgtain^ &c. 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 
Peovost-Maeshal-Geneeal’s Depaetment, 

August 21^ 1864. 

Major-General Humpheeys, 

Gliief of Staff: 

Gekeeal: Three deserters from Wright’s (Georgia) brigade who 
came in this morning make the following report: 

They state that they have been on picket here for the last eleven 
days. During that time their brigade has been to the north side of 
the James Eiver, and returned yesterday morning about 8 o’clock, 
together with Sanders’ and Harris’ brigades. They state that they 
camped in rear of their old position, and had orders to have their guns 
in order and be ready to march this morning about 2 o’clock down the 
railroad. These men report that Brigadier-General Clingman was 
mortally wounded day before yesterday. They say that in the attack 
on the Fifth Corps General Colquitt commanded his own, Clingman’s,^ 
and Mahone’s brigades which attacked our right, and two brigades of 
Heth’s division (I^y’s and Davis’) attacked our left. 

I understand the following to be the disposition of troops in our front 
from the enemy’s left to right: Bushrod Johnson’s division, Martin’s 
and Hagood’s brigades, of Hoke’s division, and Kirkland’s andMacEae’s 
brigades, of Heth’s division; Mahone’s division, and Fry’s and Davis’ 
brigades, of Heth’s division; Colquitt’s and Clingman’s, of Hoke’s di- 
vision. We learn of no troops having arrived from the north side of 
the James Eiver, except these three brigades of Heth’s division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McEKTEE, 

Gaptain^ &c. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department. 

Augusi ^7, 1864. 

Maior-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Ainong about 280 prisoiiors just seut in from Fifth 
Corps I find, in addition to those already reported, prisoners from 11a- 
good’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, and Eansom’s brigade, of Bushrod 
Johnson’s division. There are also prisoners from W. H. F. Lee’s cav- 
alry division, and officers captured say that General W. II. F. Lee was 
badly wounded in the lungs in the action this a. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoEHTBE, 

Cajytain^ die. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Aiigmt 1861 — 11.80 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Among thirty-seven prisoners just sent in from General 
Warren 1 find, in addition to those already reported in General War- 
ren’s fr'ont, a few men from Cooke’s brigade, of Heth’s division. Prison- 
ers from Fifth NTorth Carolina Cavalry confirm report that General W. 
H. F. Lee was severely wounded in the lungs to-day. He crossed the 
Appomattox Eiver yesterday morning with Chambliss’ and Barringer’s 
brigades. Eosser’s and Butler’s brigade are still on north side of J anies 
Eiver, and Wickliam’s and Lomax’s brigades, under command of Fitz 
Lee, are in the Shenandoah Valley with General Early. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

J. Mcd^TEE, 

Captahi^ die. 

P. S. — ^Dealing’s brigade^ is also here in W. H. F. Lee’s division. 

J. McB. 


Aug-ust 21, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

All quiet in front. Eight smart (*annonading in direction of Fiftli 
Army Corps. 

L S. LYON, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : Thefollowing report has just been received and is respect- 
fuily forwarded: 

Plank Roat> Station, 

August ^1 — 11 rt. w. 

A colunm of (ibont 600 infantry movinp^ to onr right in rear of fort northwest from 
station have disappeared ip woods. Enemy are shelling quite lively in oxir front; 
onr batteries replying. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 
Acting Chief Signal Offieer. 
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Walthall Sional Station, 

A%ig%isi 21j 1864 — 12 m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy’s signal officer reports that stragglers have been passing 
all the morning on the Broadway road, and infers a corps or division 
has passed toward Petersburg. He also reports a squadron of cavalry 
passing toward City Point. 


CHAELES L. DAYIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer, 


Gibbon’s House, August 21^ 1864. 

Major Fisher : 

The musketry in front of this station was only a heavy picket-fire, 
both lines remaining in their works. 

A. O. JOEBANT, 

Sergeant. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 21^ 1864 — 2.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following message has just been received from the 
signal station at the Jordan house, and is resi>ectfully forwarded: 


The enemy’s signal officer has just repoited as foUows: 
left from the Weldon road and are still pursuing.'* 


^^We drove the enemy’s 

DAVIS, 

Captain. 


T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKJSE, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


August 21, 1864—5 p. m. 

Captain Fisher: 

Firing by enemy in front of my station between 10 and 12 a. m. An 
embrasure is being built in a short work of the enemy at the place of 
the exploded fort. It will enable the enemy to enfilade our line in front 
of my station. 

I. S. LYON, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


August 21, 1864—0.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Vfficer : 

A regiment of about 400 men moved out of town on same road, and 
taking same direction as those reported yesterday at 1.30 p. m. They 
were followed by two ambulances. I think the enemy has moved the 
artillery from four-gun battexy to left of white house. 

A. 0. JOEDAN, 

Sergeant, 
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Plank Koad Sional Station, 

August 21^ 1864 — 7 p. m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher : 

Between forty and fifty ambulances passed to our riglit on Weldon 
railroad toward Petersburg to-day, and many stragglers passing and 
repassing on same road. NTo movements visible since last report. 
Camps unchanged. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

i8ergea7it. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 21y 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following rebel signal 
message, intercepted by the signal officer at the Jordan house: 


Colonel Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Since fog cleared, as far as I can see to left of Cobb^s and crossing pontoon and 
Broadway road, I notice a large number of stragglers passing, going toward Peters- 
burg, which leads me to think that a division or corps must have passed during the 
night. Two companies of cavalry passed along the Broadway road toward Peters- 
burg. The sharpshooters report the same. 

R., 

Sergeant at 1X4. 

(Same to A. B.) 


I am, genei'al, very respectfully, yoOT obedient servant, 

WM. S. STRYKER, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


Hbadquabters Aemt op the Potomac, 

August 21, 18G4 — 10.35 a. m. 
COMMANDHTO OePIOEE SECOND CORPS: 

In consequence of the bad condition of tbe roads at this time the 
conunanding general directs that for the present the subsistence sup- 
plies required for the troops west of the j)lank road be packed to them, 
and that the commanders of such troops make the necessary arrange- 
ments for this purpose. Until further orders no salt meat will be 
issued to the troops west of the plank road. The chief commissary has 
been directed to provide beef on the hoof instead. Please acknowledge. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistamt Adjutant- General. 

(Same to commanding officers Fifth and Ninth Army Corps.) 


Hbadqttarters En&inseer Brigade, 

City Feint, Ya., August 21, 1864. 

Capt. H. V. Sdosson, 

Comdg. Company D, Fifteenth New Torh Yol. Fngineers : 

Ton will remain until to-morrow morning, with sixty men and your 
bridge where it now is, with the draw either open or closed, as may be 
most convenient. The balance of your men will return to this camp 
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to-day. In tlie morning you will swing your bridge, take up tbe abut- 
ments, and have everything ready to tow to this place in the way that 
was attempted last night — that is, the whole bridge laid in one raft. 
The stern boats will be provided with oars and oarsmen to steer. A 
tug will report to you at 8 a. m. 

By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham: 

OHANTNING CLAPP, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


According to statement of deserters the troops of the enemy in their 
intrenchments in front of us are Johnson’s division, of Beauregard’s 
corps, one brigade of Hoke’s division, and two brigades of Heth’s 
division. The remainder are in front of Warren, namely, three bri- 
gades of Hoke’s division, two brigades of Heth’s division, and all of 
Mahone’s division. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to Major-General Ord.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Augtist 21^ 1864 — 12 m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Secoyid Corps: 

With the enemy’s intrenchment held with as thin a line as he now 
hold’s it, Mott’s division need only hold the front line of works thinly 
and the large redoubt on the plank road, so as to leave every man pos- 
sible available for the left. The commanding general thinks that in the 
present almost impassable condition of the roads it is advisable not to 
take your artillery beyond the plank road. 

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

P. S. — General Ord will send from 500 to 800 men to relieve that 
many of Mott’s. Please give directions accordingly, and let Mqtt 
communicate to General Ord where the troops can best get into the 
intrenchments. 

A. A. H. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 11.20 p. m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Gurley House: 

I am instructed to say that circumstances may render it necessary to 
assume the offensive to-morrow, and the commandmg general desires 
you to be prenared at an early hour of the morning. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to General Warren.) 
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OrRCXJLAR.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864, 

NTo preparations will be made for the troops going into permanent 
camp, as the command will probably be extended to the left to-day. 
The comma-nd will be held in readiness to move at short notice. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FEANOIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 2 p, m. 

The command is informed that General Warren has repulsed the 
second attack made on him to-day, capturing several colors and inflict- 
ing great loss on the enemy. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Wear Weldon Railroad^ August 21^ 1864 — 5 p, m. 
Excepting only the wagons for intrenching tools, no wagons what- 
ever will be brought this side of the plank road. Subsistence, forage, 
ammunition, and officers’ supplies must all be packed and brought up 
as required. Spring wagons are included in this particular. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 21j 1864, 

Major Hazard, 

Chief of Artillery j Second Army Gor^s : 

Major: The brigadier-general commanding desires that you place a 
battery of light 12s in the square redoubt on the right of the Jerusalem 
plank road, in addition to the battery already there (Clark’s). You will 
please have this attended to to-night as early as possible^ 

1 am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brig., Second Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864, 

The command will move immediately in the following order: Captain 
Brown, Captain Buiton, Captain McKnight, Lieutenant Beck, Captain 
Edged, Captain Sieger, Captain Ames, Lieutenant Roder, Captain 
Woerner, Captain Dow. Each battery will move out and follow the 
one preceding it without further orders. Captain Miller will command 
the column. 

By command of Capt. A. J. Clark: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Army op the Potoiviac, 

^ August 21^ 1864. (Received 1.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Division^ Second Cor;ps: 

To save time orders are sent you direct that General Ord will send 
from 500 to 800 men to relieve as many of your men now holding the 
intrenchments as practicable. An engineer officer will see you and 
conduct Ord’s troops to that part of the trenches from which yours will 
be withdrawn upon being relieved by Ord’s men. General Hancock is 
advised of this and will send you orders. Unless directed to the con- 
trary by General Hancock, please send the part of your division taken 
from the trenches to the vicinity of the Strong house. Have these 
orders executed as promptly as possible. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of JStajff. 


Headquarters Eiuhteenth Corps, 
August 21j 1864 — 1.30 p. m. (Received 2.10 p. m.) 

General Mott: 

Please send a staff officer to report to General Ames at once to show 
the latter the best way to the right of your trenches, where I wish 
General Ames to i)ost all his available force (two or three regiments). 
They will be stretched out to ccfver about half your present line. Also 
please send at once another staff* officer to report to General Carr, who 
has two or three regiments to post in the left half* of your trenches. Let 
these staff o.fficers know where to take the respective commands, and 
oblige, 

Tours, 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

Atcgust 21, 1864. (Received 2.45 p. m.) 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General.: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say 
that he is about to proceed with the balance of his command to the 
Gurley house (shown on the map). He will therefore be unable to 
relieve your pickets, and you will be obliged to look out for [your] own 
left. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PEANOIS A. WALKER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Third Brig-ade, Third Division, Second Corps, 

Gamp in the Trenches, August 21, 1864 — 12 m. 

[Maj. John Hancock, 

Assistant Adjutant- General :] 

Major : In compliance with orders from the general commanding the 
division, directing me to make a demonstration in front of the enemy^s 
works, 1 proceeded at once to the trenches. Orders were given to the 
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comiiiaud to strike tlie skelters in front where they could be seen by 
the enemy, the men to sling their knapsacks and take arms. Alter the 
batteries had opened on our line orders were issued and repeated with 
a loud voice throughout our line ^^to prepare to advance.^^ Banners 
were unftirled and every demonstration made to jump over the breast- 
works by raising muskets and hats while the whole line was cheering. 
This had the effect to bring the enemy partly up on top of theii* works, 
apparently waiting for our advance. Opposite oui* center we observed 
a strong hue of skirmishers, and behind an extensive abatis (Spanish 
riders) a line of battle, in strength fully equal to oui's. On the right 
(their left) they did not appear* quite so strong, owing to the continued 
fire kept up. The appearance on our left (their right) was about the 
same as in front of our center. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. MoALLISTEE, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aiigmt 21, 1864 — 5.30 a. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of 8taff: 

I have the honor to report that it is probable the estimate of prisoners 
taken from me reported in the Eichmond papers is neai'ly right. Gen- 
eral Crawford’s division lost in all, killed, wounded, and missing, 2,100 
men. General Ayres in the two days has about C50 missing. {3o many 
fell out on the march here that we^cannot say how many were prisoners, 
but it must be the greater proportion of the above. General Cutler has 
also lost heavily. We drove the enemy back everywhere in confusion 
with our troops in reserve, but they had such an easy way to escape 
into their intrenchments that our i)risoners were few, not ex(‘eeding 200. 
I will be able to send you a detailed report this morning, but as yet I 
have not got in reports from all the divisions. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General of Volmieers. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1861 — 5.40 a. m. 

Major-Genejal Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that yesterday I disposed my command on 
the three sides of a parallelogram with a view to prevent the possibility 
of being turned, and the whole command is about here in the space of 
little over a square mile. Until a perfect knowledge of the country is 
gained on which you propose to establish the intrenched line, I would 
advise some similar disposition of the Second Corps between here and 
the plank road, and then let us extend to meet each other. The country 
is so wooded that it will take some time to select the proper line, and 
in doing this the mass of the ti*oops could rest till their position was 
determined. These long lines in the woods expose them to be easily 
brokem, and it is impossible for the commander to provide against it if 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


367 


clone 'wliile the line is being established, unless it is securely intrenched, 
as we go, with a heavy flank force and inunediate supports to cover the 
line while it is intrenching. 

BespectfliUy, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Fifth Aemt Ooeps, 

„ , „ August 21, 1864—8.30 a. m. 

General Humpheeyb, 

Chief of Staff: 

It seems to me that a good point to concentrate the troops of the 
Second Corps before establishing any regular line is a little northeast 
of the Aiken house. A road very direct from the large redoubt runs 
by it to tMs place which will want a little cutting out where I made 
the slashing around the redoubt. The old line constructed as far as 
the bend southwest of the Jones house would do. It would then take 
across to some old works (it may be badly located) and then toward 
Dunlop’s; it would make a line about three miles long from the large 
redoubt to the railroad. 

EespectfuUy, 

G. K. WAEEBE, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

August 21, 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Major-General Waeebn, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


We hear heavy firing in your direction. What is the condition of 
affairs with you? 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquaetees Fifth Aemy Ooeps, 

August 21, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Humpheeys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The enemy have driven in my pickets on the north and west and 
opened with artillery, but his firing is from points where he cannot see. 

G. K. WAEEBE, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

August 21, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Major-General Waeeen: 

(Or any officer at his headquarters.) 

Heavy firing is heard in your direction. What is going on? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1861 — 9.30 a, m. 

Major-Generax Humphreys : 

General : The enemy showed an infant]?y line of battle a.t Flow- 
ers^, but our artillery compelled it to leave. I don^t think I can be 
whipped if dispositions will save me, for my line extends well around, 
with considerable reserves. If the enemy conies between me and the 
plank road to attack I would like to have his rear harassed if you have 
any little spare force to do it with. I consider the efforts this morn- 
ing as demonstration to get at a knowledge of my position. The firing 
has ceased for a few moments past. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEljl, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

Major-General Parke will move at once with Ferrero’s division 
toward your position to carry out the orders of yesterday. Major-Gen- 
eral Hancock’s troops will move at once to carry out the same orders, 
having arrived in this vicinity about 8 o’clock this morning. Should 
the enemy endeavor to penetrate between you and the plank road and 
attack you Hancock’s troops wiU be at once thrown upon him. 

A. A. HT7MPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 
August 21^ 1864. (Eeceived 10.30 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

We have just repulsed an attack of Mahone’s division from the west 
of the raih'oad. Whipped it easily. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 2f 1864 — 10.50 a. m. 

General Humphreys: 

We have now several hundred prisoners. They seem to belong to 
Mahone and Hoke, and there is among the troops a brigade commanded 
by General Hagood. The enemy is reported all the time moving down 
to my left. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21j 1864 — 11.10 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 

General Hancock’s two divisions are moving to the Strong house, 
from which point they will proceed to prepare the line to the left as 
indicated in yesterday’s instructions. They will be held ready, how- 
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ever, to move to you should any exigency require it. Parke is to move 
out at once with Ferrero’s division to you. Olingman’s, Hagood^s, and 
Colquitt’s brigades all belong to Hoke’s division. According to a 
deserter’s statement you have those three brigades of Hoke’s, Mahone’s 
division, and two brigades of Heth’s division op])osed to you. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

The following dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant is sent for 
your information and guidance.* 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Jones* House, August 21, 1864 — 2.20 jp. on. 
Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Cooys: 

The commanding general directs me to inform you that Hancock’s 
two divisions are ordered to the Gurley house. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Parke is ordered to set Ferrero’s division to slUvShing from the Strong 
house west, and to concentrate Potter’s division near the Aiken house. 

A. A. H. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864 — 3 jp. on. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have received your dispatch of 11.10 a. m. and the copy of the one 
from General Grant to General Meade of 11.20 a. m. for my information 
and guidance. If the enemy attacks me so as to get a crushing repulse, 
I will take every advantage of it. If he wishes to get me ofr, as he has 
been tiying for four days to do, I think he will make a more vigorous 
effort yet. I am holding myself prepared for it. On my north front 
he falls back at once into his intrenchments, and if I move west with 
my whole force I must make another detour to avoid a flank attack 
while doing it. I lose all the advantage of my artillery as soon as I 
move and get the eflect of his. I believe I have fought against the 
army opposed to me to know pretty well what to do here on the field. 
General Parke is now here. He ranks me. 

G. K. WARRENT, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

' Aoigmt 21, 1864 — 10.40 on. 

Major-General Warren, Coonmanding Fifth Corjps : 

Do you know how far the railroad party have destroyed the railroad 
to-day? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

I have received your dispatch and will send it. 

A. A. H. 


* See Grant to Meade, 11.20 a. m., p. 355. 
24: R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Avalist 21, 1864. — 12 m. 


The railroad party have destroyed about one mile and a half south 
of this place — ^the Globe Tavern. Thanks for your attention to my 
private dispatch. 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Ho. 205. 5 August 21, 1864. 

1. Col. Charles P. Stone, Fourteenth IT. S. Infantry, having reported 
at these headquarters, in compliance with orders from headquarters 
Army of the Potomac, is assigned to duty with Brig. Gen. E. B. Ayres, 
commanding Second Division, and will report accordingly. 

# # ^ 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOGKE, 
Assistant A djuta nt- General, 


CiROiTiiAR, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Ko. 110. 5 August 21^ 1864—9.45 a. m 

Wherever our skirmishers have been driven in they will be immedi- 
ately pushed back a,firaiu as soon as the firing ceases. 

By command of Major-General W arren : 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Ko. IIOJ. ) Augusi 21^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Division commanders will to-night strengthen their positions where 
they can, and have their men under arms at an early hour to-morrow 
morning. They will push their pickets out as far as possible, the men, 
if necessary, creeping on their hands and knees so that they may be 
able to give timely warning of the approach of the enemy in case of a 
fog; and, in that event, if an alarm is given and the firing begins it 
must be stopped as soon as it appears that the enemy is not advancing. 
Instructions must be given in detail on these points. Let sixty rounds 
of ammunition be kept on the persons of the men. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
AssistoM Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21y 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commanding Second Division : 

General: There are about thirty men of General Willcox^s on the 
picket-line with your men in front of the old barn on the right of the 
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railroad. The major-general commanding directs you to relieve them 
with your own men. An officer from General Willcox will point out the 
place. He accompanies this. 

y ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistan t A djutant- Genera L 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 21^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adj%ttant-Generalj Fifth Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the left of the Kinth 
Corps are constructing a rifle-pit in rear of my right (Lieutenant Van 
Reed’s) battery, cutting it off and rendering it impossible to draw it 
back if desired. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. B. AYRES, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commanding Second Division : 

General : The major-general commanding directs me to say that if 
you would rather putjup] that work yourself he will take the Mnth 
Corps men off* of it. He directed them to construct it last night. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


P. S. — The general intends to have a roadway made, so that Yan 
Reed’s battery can be withdrawn by the right. 

F. T. L. 


General Ayres: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 


I wish you to occupy with your troops the place where the brigade 
of General Hartranfr [is] if you think it necessary. I shall have to en- 
trust that part of the line to you and take him away. 

G. K. WARREK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

General Ayres: 

I wish you to take command of General Cutler’s division while in its 
present position and distribute that force so as to strengthen any part 
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of yours if necessary. If you will have a roadway made around where 
I stated, I will send over a battery. On your north front I laid out the 
lines myself, thus: 



Between A and B and between O and D I do not think any infantry 
should be placed. The battery at A should have the parajjet A B so 
fixed as to fire also in the direction a e ; that at D E, d I don^t 
tell you this as necessary for your information, but to say I rely upon 
you to see that it is carried out. I think you can use Van Eeed’s bat- 
tery, now between B and 0. It might be withdrawn by you if necessary 
and cover that space by the infantry taken from, the flanks A B and 
DO. I wish you on the front. I wish you to exercise the fullest au- 
thority and discretion, and do without consulting me, if I am not present, 
whatever you think best. I intrust our left in the same way to General 
Griffin. I will look out for the center and reserves. I believe Lee’s 
army can’t get us out of here if we fight well. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAERENT, 

Major- General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

Eo. 46. ) August 21^ 1864. 

1. Ool. Charles P. Stone, Fourteenth Infantry, having been assigned 
to duty with this division, by virtue of order from corps headquarters of 
this date, is assigned to the command of the First Brigade. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres: 

GEO. L. CIIOISY, 

First Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camjg^ and Aetg, Asst, Adjt Gen. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

Ho. — . 5 August 1864. 

The One hundred and ninetieth and One hundred and ninety-first 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, heretofore composing the Third Brigade, are 
hereby transferred to the First Brigade, and the Third Brigade will be 
discontinued until further orders. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford: 

GEO. MOHTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Fourth Division, Firth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864. (Eeceived 8 a. m.) 

Col. F. T. Loceh, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Sir : I liave completed tlie work on Bragg’s left so as to be ready for 
the battery which the general proposed to put in there. 

Yours, respectfully, 

L. CUTLEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
August 21, 1864 — 10.15 a. m. (Eeceived 10.30 a. m.) 

Captain Hutchins, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps: 

Will you please direct General Ferrero to move his division as soon 
as relieved by General Hancock’s troops to the vicinity of the Aiken 
House, and then hold in readiness to move to the support of the balance 
of the JSfinth Corps or the Second Corps. 

* JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Jones^ Mouse, August 21, 1864 — 2J90 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Hancock’s two divisions are ordered to the Gurley house. Mott will 
hold as far as the Strong house, and fui‘ther if he can. The command- 
ing general desires you to put Ferrero’s division to slashing and hold- 
ing from the Strong house toward Warren and to concentrate the 
division now at that work (Potter’s) about the Aiken house. 

A. A. HDMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Warren’S Headquarters, 

August 21, 1864 — 2.45 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 did not fully understand with General Hancock that he was to 
extend his line to the left beyond that now held by Mott. Will you 
please have this understood, so that I can have Potter’s division 
moved to the left and strengthened. He now holds a long thin line in 
front of the Aiken house, and White and Willcox .join him in reserve. 
Ferrero has not yet arrived. His men in the redoubt on the plank 
road were to have been relieved by the Second Corps, and then he was 
to come on to the Aiken house. 

31^0. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 8 ;p. m. 

Brigadier-General White, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: By direction of the major-general commanding the army 
I am directed to have the work of slashing and making rifle-pits con- 
tinued all night until a close connection is perfected from the right of 
the Fifth Corps through to the line occupied by the Second Corps. I 
wish you to attend to this work in your front and make a complete con- 
nection between General Willcox and General Potter. Please report 
progress. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Diy., Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 98. ) Before Petersburg, Va., August 21j 1864, 

Col. John I. Curtin, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is hereby 
assigned to the command of theFii'st Brigade, Second Division, Ninth 
Army Corps, and will report without delay accordingly. 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAMUEL WEIGHT, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

At General Potter^s^ near Gurlefs Mouse^ August 21^ 1864, 
Brigadier-General Ferrero, 

Commanding Fourth Division: 

General : I wish you to relieve the Second Division on the line it 
now occupies, extending from Warren’s position, the right of which is 
now picketed by General White’s division. I wish you to strengthen 
this line by slashing obstructions and such defenses as may be found 
available. I wish you to be prei)ared with a portion of the troops 
under arms at all times to resist any advance of the enemy that may 
be made on your front. The Second Division will be massed in the 
vicinity of Aiken’s house. General Potter’s staff officer will show you 
the line. It is possible that the Second Corps, Mott’s troops, may ex- 
tend to the left from the vicinity of the Strong house. If so, you will 
close to the left, and thus strengthen your line. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 21j 1864 — 10,15 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Gregg, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

General Warren holds the Weldon railroad at Blick’s, Dunlop’s, 4&c. 
A part of Kautz’s cavalry, under command of Colonel Spear, is watching 
and nicketinff on his left, probably with one regiment, and the brigade 
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you sent yesterday is covering the railroad party engaged in destroy- 
ing the railroad from Blick’s south toward Beams’ Station. The com- 
manding general desires you to move out to the Weldon railroad with 
your force and co-operate with General Warren, under whose orders 
the destruction of the railroad was commenced. If, in your judgment, 
any part of Kautz’s division should return to this side of the Black- 
water you can send them. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of IStaff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 1864 — 4,45 m, 

Maj. Gen. A, A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomac: 

General : I have the honor to report that my headquarters are on 
the plank road below McCann’s. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Comdg, Second Division, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Six-Mile JSouse^ Weldon Railroad^ Atigust 21^ 1864 — 5,30 p. m, 
Brigadier-General Greog-, Commanding Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move your brigade 
to this vicinity and cover the left of the army with your division, 
leaving Kautz’s division to cover from the plank road to the James. 
Colonel Si)ear, who is in command of the cavalry now here, is at the 
Perkins house, about a mile below this, on the Weldon raihoad. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

The cross roads are impracticable for wagons and artillery. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 2f 1864 — 6 a. m. 

Colonel Stedman: 

You will move your command out at once along the railroad and make 
dispositions to cover the party at work destroying it now about a mile 
south from here. Colonel Spear’s cavalry is out yet, and I have had no 
report since I saw you yesterday. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-General. 


City Point, August 21, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, Commanding: 

General Ord has extended so as to hold a greater front to relieve as 
many as x)ossible of the Army of the Potomac to go to General Warren’s 
support. To hold what he now does, two or three more batteries ought 
to be sent to him. Have you got them to spare? If so, send them. 
Two wlU probably be enough. 

U. S. GEAIN^L 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Captain !Norton: 

Kebel message received at 2.20 p. m.: 


August 21, 1864. 


O. O. and Colonel B. : 

The enemy was driven from Weldon road. 

Send to Lieutenant-General Grant. 


We are still pursuing him. 

O., 

At B. 

B. F. BUTLBE. 


City Point, Va., August 21^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Command mg ^ &e.: 

The last dispatch fi.*oin General Warren was dated at 11 a. m. He 
then stated that the enemy had attacked from the north and west, but 
were, too, easily repulsed. We did not get them close enough for his 
fire to have full effect. He captured, however, 400 prisoners that he 
knows of. I hope there is a mistake in the inter<*epted signal. 

U. B. GBANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Ya., Aug%ist 21, 1864—1 p. m. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, &c. : 

The enemy is evidently massing everything he can to drive our troops 
from the Weldon road. To do this he is undoubtedly leaving his 
intrenched lines almost to their own care. Have a reconnaissance made, 
and if, with the Tenth Corps, you can break through, do it. 

U. S. GEA]NT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


August 21, 1864—2 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

General Birney and myself are at this moment consulting upon the 
movement which you suggest, and will try and do it to-morrow morning. 
If we do anything I must have all the batteries I have left. I have but 
seven in all on the line and in reserve on this side of the river. Will 
send the one at Spring Hill to Ord. General Hancock has twelve. 

BENJ. P. BUTLBE. 


City Point, Va,, August 21, 1864 — 8.60 jp. m. 
Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, <&€.: 


The operator at General Warren^s headquarters, this moment, in reply 
to a question from me says every attack of the enemy has been repulsed, 
and Warren’s position is now stronger than ever. 


U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


(Copy transmitted to General Birney at 4 f). m.) 
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Auoust 21, 18C4. 

Captain Norton: 

Eebel message received 11.30 a. m. : 

10.45 A. M. 

O. 0., Colonel B., and A. B. : 

Since tlie smote cleared, as near as I can see to tlie left of Cobh^s crossing pon- 
toon, and also along the bridge road, I noticed a large number of stragglers passing 
going toward Petersburg, which led me to think a division or corps bad passed during 
the night. Two companies of cavalry passed along the military road going toward 
City Point. General Thomas’ sharpshooters made the same report. 

R., 

Sergeant at C. 

K[EZYWOSZYNSKI], 

Lieutenant, 


August 21, 18G4: — ^10.35 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: 

I would respectfully state that in answer to your inquiry the signal 
officers at Crow’s Nest, Water Battery, tower, and Spring Hill report 
that they have observed no movements or indications of movements of 
enemy to day. 

I have the honor to be, &;c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Tents Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864. 

Colonel Sharper, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to announce my return with my troops to old camp 
during the night. 1 was left to px’otect the crossing of Generals Han- 
cock’s and Gregg’s troops. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


August 21, 1864: — 8 p. m. 

Major-General Birney: 

It being now quite certain that the enemy have withdrawn very largely 
in front of our lino between the James and Appomattox for the ixurpose 
of giving battle to General Warren, on the Weldon road, below Peters- 
burg, it is thought expedient that we should make the attempt to pierce 
their lines in this front. For that purpose you will take, say, 4,000 of 
your best troops, and passing on to the plain near Port Walthall wiU, 
just before day, say 3.30 a. m., move upon the enemy’s lines between 
the Appomattox and Bake-House Creek, and up the valley of the creek, 
if found practicable. From the point at the old mill-pond near the 
picket-line held by us, it would be well to send off, say, two regiments 
,or a brigade of not more than 800 men, to move with vigor up the road 
"that leads to the left, at the same time to make a vigorous attack in 
that direction. A column of, say, 1,000 men should at the same time 
make demonstrations in the nature of a feint on the right, near Ware 
Bottom Church, so that the enemy shall be held in check there. This 
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column should be kept under cover as much as possible, so as to avoid the 
lire of the enemy’s batteries, and seek cover to all possible extent consist- 
ently with a demonstration. At the same time all our batteries should 
open on the center of the enemy’s line. As this movement, if properly 
timed, should be substantially over, let the troops take nothing but 
their canteens filled, and cartridge-boxes. So much depends on your 
executive energy and skill that I forbear making other details the sub- 
ject of an order. 

BENTJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


General Butler’s Headquarters, 

August J21^ 1864 — 3.55 p. m. 


General Birney: 

General Grant telegraphs as follows at 3.40 p. m. : 


The operator at General Warren’s headquarters this moment, in reply to a question 
from me, says every attack of the enemy has been repulsed and Warren’s position is 
now stronger than ever. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant^ General. 


GEO. A. KEI^SEL, 
Lie^itenant-Colonely &o. 


City Point, August 1864 — 5.80 'jg. m. 

(Via Butler’s headquarters.) 

General Birney, 

Tenth Army Corps: 

Get everything ready as we talked for the movement we spoke of. 
It is approved. We are to move on Petersburg, so we aU say. Will 
be back at once. Let the men take nothing but canteen of coffee and 
cartridge-box. 

B. F. BUTLER, 

Major-Oe7ierah 


August 21, 1864 — 7.15 p. m. 

General Birney: 

Come over. If you could bring with you Terry and the commanders 
that are to lead the column it would be better. 

BENTJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


August 21, 1864—11.40 p. m. 

General Birney: 

Telegram received. From what you have learned, what is your opin- 
ion as to the feasibility of the movement? You can judge better than 
I, having seen the parties making report. 

bbkj. f. butler, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

A iigust 21 j 1864. (Sent 12.15 a. m. 22d.) 

Major-General Butler, 

Headqitarters : 

My opinion is that they have restored the strength of their line to 
meet the return of my corps. Their line, like ours, -will almost defend 
itself -with artillery. IhaveconMence in the reportsof re-enforcements. 
I dislike to abandon the movement, but regard it as perhaps a doubt- 
ful one as to success. A surprise might take the line. 

D. B. EIBimT, 

Major-General. 

(Forwarded by Butler to Lieutenant-General Grant at 12.35 a. m. 22d.) 


Auoust 21, 1864. 

Colonel Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A small brigade of infantry and eight army wagons have moved 
toward our right on the road to Eichmond. 

OHAS. F. CEOSS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 21 j 1864. 

The following disposition of troops to execute the order will be made: 
Brigadier-General Terry, with Howell’s brigade, of his own division, 
one brigade of colored troops, under Brigadier-General Birney, and Cur- 
tis’ brigade, of Turner’s division, will make the attack. He will be 
ready to make the attack by 3,30 a. m, to-morrow. He wiU pass on to 
the plain near Port Walthall and move upon the enemy’s lines between 
the Appomattox and Bake-House Creek, and up the valley of the 
creek, if found practicable. Brigadier-General Foster, with his three 
regiments, will make a demonstration in the nature of a feint on the 
light near Ware Bottom Church, so that the enemy shall be held in 
check there. He will keep his column under cover as much as possible 
so as to avoid artillery fire, and will do all that is possible to make a 
demonstration. He will move up so as to drive in the enemy’s pickets, 
cheering and yelling, at precisely 3.30 a. m. Colonel Curtis will detach 
a regiment from his brigade to move up the mill-pond road on the right 
of Bake-House Creek. The regiment will then deploy to the left and 
make a vigorous attack on the enemy’s works. This movement will be 
made simultaneously with the attack by General Terry’s division on 
the" left. The regiment should be in position to make the attack at 3.30 
a. m. to-morrow. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Orders.] Headqxtarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 1864, 

The troops of this command will be held in readiness to move during 
the night in light marching order, without knapsacks. They will take 
one day’s rations and coffee in the canteens. 

By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August J21y 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry : 

The major-general commanding directs that General Foster’s com- 
mand be held in readiness to move and join his division, except his cav- 
alry and two infantry regiments. The garrisons of the redoubts will 
be relieved and march with their regiments. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August ^ly 1864. 

Brigadier-General Foster, 

Deep Bottom: 

Have all your troops, except cavalry and two regiments of infantry 
to garrison the works, ready to march to your division. Orders in due 
course will reach you. 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Ass istant Adjutan t- Genera 1. 


Deep Bottom, August 21y 1864, 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant A dj uta n t- General : 

Everything is now in its former i)osition. The pontoon was replaced 
before daylight. This morning both ixontoons below the creek are taken 
away. Lieutenant-Colonel C'oan is about leaving at this time. The 
enemy tried Colonel Coan’s pi(*ketR about daylight on the right in small 
force. 

R. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- Gen era 1. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August J21y 1864. 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Commanding Second Division: 

The major-general commanding directs that you cause the colored 
troops on the line to be relieved and sent to their brigade. 
Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864, 

Brigadier-General Turner, 

Gommayiding Second Division : 

The major-general commanding particulaiiy desires to have Curtis’ 
brigade go entire, and he directs that you relieve it by one of your 
other brigades. 

EespectfuUy, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Augtist 21^ 1864, 

Col. H. M. Curtis, 

Gonimanding Brigade: 

Colonel : I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
direct you to picket the line the same as last night and from the same 
troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISEAEL E. SEALY, 

Captain, Forty -seventh New York Yols,, Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen, 


Hdqrs. Fourth Eeg-iment Massachusetts Cavalry, 

In the Field, August 21, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 


Colonel : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders 
from corps headquarters I reported for duty with my command to 
Brigadier-General Turner, on the evening of August 13, and was 
assigned to duty in the trenches under immediate command of Colonel 
Curtis. On the 17th of August I reported for duty with my command 
to Major-General Birney at corps headquarters, and was ordered to 
picket and patrol that portion of the hne connecting the right of 
Brigadier-General Birney’s with the left of General Gregg’s picket- 
line. This duty was performed until August 20, at 10 p. m., when, in 
obedience to marching orders, I covered the rear of the retiring pickets 
to the pontoon bridge, reaching camp at 4 a. m. August 21. The only 
casualty to my command was an accidental injury to one man by gun- 
shot wound. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANOIS WASHBUEN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, Commanding, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, 

Commanding Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that you report, with your 
command (dismounted), to Brigadier-General Turner for duty in the 
intrenchments. 

EespectfuUy, 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters, 
August 21^ 1864 — 8,40 a. m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Wight eenth Corps: 

What did the firing mean, this morning'? 

B. F. BUTLEK, 
Major- General j Gomman d i ng. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864. 


Lieutenant-Colonel K!ensel : 


There is very heavy firing now going on five or six miles south of 
this apparently, probably a severe engagement on the left. It is too 
^ far to hear musketry, 

E. O. 0. OEI), 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21j 1864. 

Colonel Kensel, 

Chief of 8taff: 

The firing this a. m. was a shelling along the whole line just as much 
as we have had for three mornings previous. I suppose it was 
intended to annoy us. 


OEI), 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 2f 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you open your batteries 
upon the enemy. 

A. A. HUMPH EE YS, 
Major-General and Chief of I8taff. 


(Same to Brigadier-General Mott.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 10.85 a. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps : 

The major-general commanding directs that in addition to opening 
your batteries upon the enemy, you make every demonstration of 
attack upon them. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to Brigadier-General Mott.) 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

[August 21^ 1864] — 11,25 a, m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Mghteenth Corps: 

All was going on well on tlie left. The enemy showed a line of bat- 
tle in front of Warren’s left, when he opened his artillery upon them. 
It has been renewed. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 
August 21y 1864 — 11,80 a. 

General Humphreys: 

I have just received the following: 


m. 


Capt. S. A. C ARTBK : 

Have just discovered a movement of the rebels. They are moving in haste from 
the iront of Colonel Fairchild’s brigade to the rebel right ; the movement is quite 
plain. Colonel Fairchild with me. 

E. WRIGHT, 

Colonel f Commanding Brigade, 

This near Burnside’s mine. 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864. (Received 11.40 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

My ammunition in jfront was nearly all used up last night, and I 
can’t keep up the firing long. 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1864 — 11.40 a, m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Tour dispatch received. Can you concentrate your troops at any 
point, leaving a very thin line in the intrenchments, and attack if the 
enemy thins off much more, or can you extend your line and relieve 
some part of Mott’s troops, so that they can be sent toward the Wel- 
don railroad? Mahone’s division attacked Warren and was repulsed. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864. (Received 12 m.) 

General Humphreys: 

I will relieve a portion of my troops and- send from 500 to 800 men to 
relieve General Mott on the left. Please send a staff* officer to my head- 
quarters to show them the way. 

E, o. c. ord, 

Major-General, 



384 


OPEEATIONS IN SE. YA. AND N. C. 


[('HAP. LIV. 


Headquarters 

General Humphreys: 

Tlie following lias been received : 


Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 
August 21^ 1864 — 11,55 a. 


m. 


Captjiin Carter, 

Assistant Adjutant-Genei'al : 

Tli<^ rebel moToment reported to you continued about fifteen minutes, when our 
artiUery opened on tbem and they at once Md in a covered way. 

E. WRIGHT, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Kespectfully, 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

A^igxist 21^ 1864 — 12 m, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corjis : 

General Mott liolcls the intrenchments from your left to the plank 
road, and your troops had probably better extend to the left. I will 
advise General Hancock at once, and that Mott should send some one 
to point out how your troops should best enter the touches — but they 
are new to the intrenchments. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Gene^'al and Chief of 8tc(ff, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21j 1864. 

General Grant : 

I have ordered portions of my men to relieve Mott’s division, by 
General Meade’s order. My parapet front line in places does not cover 
my men, having been washed down by rain, hence there is danger of 
reducing too much my trench guard, having no reserves of either in- 
fantry or artillery. 1 should like two or three batteries from General 
Butler, Parke having withdrawn three batteries, and I liave none to 
replace them. I have no battery to prevent the enemy crossing near 
Fort Clifton. 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major- General, 


City Point, Ya., August 2f 1864 — 1 p, m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps: 

The enemy evidently intend to use nearly their entire force iio drive 
us from the Weldon road. This will enable us either to penetrate their 
line or to hold ours with a small force. Either make an attem])t to 
break through on your front, or extend so as to relieve Mott’s division 
to go to Warren. I am inclined to think the latter to be the best 
policy, but leave it to your judgment. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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Headquarters Eichteenth Army Corps, 

August 21j 1864. (Eeceived 3.50 p. m.) 

General Butler: 

I have asked General Grant for three batteries to replace three of 
General Parke’s. He replies that you %vill let me have one and Gen- 
eral Hancock the other two. Will the one from you arrive before 
night? My line now is between three and four miles long. 

E. O. G. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 21, 1861 — 8.05 jg. m. 

General Humphreys: 

The following has just been received: 


Headquaktdrs Pipth U. S. Colored Troops, 

August SI, 1S64 — 6.S0 i?. m. 

General ; An intelligent man, wliom I have liad in a tree top to-day to observe 
the motions of the enemy, reports that three bodies of rebels moved toward the left 
(our left) at 5 p. m. He thinks about a regiment in each body. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. SHURTLEFF, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth T. S. Colored Troojgs, 


E. O. C. OED, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 10 jp, m. 

General Humphreys: 

I do not feel confident as to strengtli of my line if attacked vigor- 
ously, with two little reserves two miles apart and enemy only 200 
yards ofi:*. Have made tlie best preparations I could. Shall to-morrow 
take the Spencer carbines from my detachment of cavalry and i>ut 
these arms in the trenches. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aiigust 21, 1864 — 10.40 jp. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 


The commanding general thinks it best that you should not weaken 
your line any further. He can get along very well without calling on 
you still more. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Ifear Petersburg, Va., August 21, 1864. 

Col. J, W. Shaffer, 

Chief cf Staff, Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 
OODONEL: I have to report that my corps in the last ten days has 
been reduced, principally by sickness, firom the 10th to the 19th 
25 R R— VOL XLII, PT II ^ 
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iiicliTsivej 2,103 officers aiul lucii. The sick men, wlicu 1 t(>ok command, 
averaged only 7 i>er cent. It is now iVoin 17 to 20, and increasing 
rapidly. The fact that these men came here from a malarious district 
of the South, that they liad been more tluiu two months in the trenches, 
and that in the last few days they have been exposed to heavy rains, 
which fill the pits, and to the cnemy^s lire, which prevents their obtain- 
ing rest, will account for this condition of the men. 1 have no hesita- 
tion in saying that unless the corps is relieved from its x)resent duty 
and allowed rest, in the course of a month I shall not have 5,000 able- 
bodied men for duty out of the 10,000 nowreported. 1 have no reserves 
to relieve the men from the trenches, who are simttered along a line of 
over three miles, besides doing picket duty for live miles on the river 
front. 

I am, sir, very resi)ectfully, yours, &c., 

E. O. 0. GUI), 

Major- Onieral of VolunieerHy Commandinij. 


Headquarters EianTEENTn Army Corps, 

III the Fkldj Va.j A^lgusi 21^ 1861 — 10.05 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Gommandinfj First Division : 

General; Get all your men under arms, including reserves. Send 
a staff officer to each of your brigades to let you know the condition of 
affairs, and whether there is any movement on the loft. Be prepared 
to and re-enforce any threatened part of the line without waiting any 
further instructions. The batteries are directed to open all along the 
line. Please comply with inclosed telegram as near as you can. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 


Headquarters EiauTEENTn Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding First Division : 

General: The major-general commanding directs that as soon as 
a staff officer reports to you from General Mott, commanding division 
of Second Corps, you will send all you j' reserves by the road the officer 
will designate, to relieve the loft half of the line now held by General 
Mott, in the Mnth Corps front. If you can you will relieve and send 
the sharpshooters put in front this morning, and let General Ord know 
the whole number of troops seiik 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

S. S. 8EWAED, 

Major and Aide-de-Camjg, 

P. S. — Send the best officer you have available to command the 
detached force. 
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Headquabtees Eighteenth Corps, 

August ^1, 186i — ^,20 jp, in. 


Brigadier-General Carr : 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct you to send one-half of your reserve force to report to Brigadier- 
General Ames for such instructions as he may give them. The other half 
you can retain as your own reserve. General Ames has all his men in 
the trenches, and is, therefore, without any reserve force. 

Yery respectfully, 

THEODOEE BEAD, 
Asslstcmt Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteen ih Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864, 

Maj. Theodore Bead, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Major; In compliance with your communication of this date one- 
half of my reserve have been sent to General Ames, commanding 
Second Division. They reported to General Ames at 5 o’clock this p. m. 
I am, major, yery respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

J. B. CABB, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21y 1864. 

Col. A. F. Stevens, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

Sir : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you move the 
regiments of your command now at the left of the Third Brigade and 
connect them Avith the other regiments of your brigade, holding the 
right of the line, this evening at dusk. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J, JOHNSON, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Augtist 21j 1864. 

Col. E. M. Cullen, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you send 
one-half of the force now with you (300 men under the proper officers) to 
report to Brigadier-General Ames, commanding Second Division. You 
will notify these headquarters so soon as you have complied with this 
order. Keep the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers with yourself. 
Yery respectfully, your obe(hlent servant, 

J. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Augmt 18(j1, 

Col. S. H. Egberts, 

Commanding Thirds Brigade : 

Sir: The brigadier- general commanding: directs me to say that the 
movement of your brigade toward the left of the line intended to be 
made last night will be carried into effect this evening. 

Very respectfolly, your obedient servant, 

J. JOHNSON, 

Captain and Assistant AdjxitanPQeneral, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1801 — 1.15 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. A. Ames, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General : I am directed to relieve General Mott, who occupies the 
trenches to your left, as far as the plank road at least. Mass all your 
reserve force to the left for that purpose. If you can find General 
Mott’s headquaiters (1 do not know where they are) get a staff officer 
from him to show you the best way to his (Mott’s) line, and relieve as 
large a part of his division as you can. General Carr will send two 
regiments, about GOO men, to relieve the remainder. Eeport when 
move commences. I telegraphed for a staff* officer to you. As soon as 
he comes from General Mott (perhaps you had better mass your reserve 
and wait his arrival) let me know what force you send. 

E. O. 0. OED, 
Major-General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Second Division, 18th Army Corps, 

In the Fields 7u., Aiigust 21^ 1861. 
In pursuance of instructions from corps headquarters, brigade com- 
manders will have their reserves kept well in camp and ready for any 
emergency. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ames: 

CHAELES A. CAELETON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

August 21 j 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac : 

General: Colonel Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, stationed at 
Mount Sinai Church, reports the eneni} ’vS pickets quite troublesome last 
night on the road to Surry Court-House and the Powhatan stage road; 
one horse killed; no casualties. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- Genera Commanding. 
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Hdqes. Second Ca.yalry Brioade, KIautz’s Division, 

August 21 j 1864. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, Assistant Adjutant^ General : 

Sir : In accordance to your directions I have the honor to report that 
all wUwS quiet on my front and flank last niglit. I made a reconnais- 
sance yesterday afternoon; passed to the right of Eeams^ Station. A 
small force, about 100, are at Beams’. The enemy patrol from Beams’, 
on a road west of the Vaughan road, all the way to Petersburg. The 
three regiments of cavalry have removed and are now encamped at a 
point tliree miles due west from the railroad. I shall make another 
reconnaissance this morning toward their camp. I routed two reserve 
picket stations of about thirty each yesterday. 

Very respectfully, 

S. P. SPEAB, 

Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry. 


Headquarters Cavalry Brig-ade, Kautz’s Division, 

August 21^ 1801 — 1 p. m. 

[Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Fifth Army Corps :] 

Colonel: Your dispatch received. I am on the extreme left. NTo 
force has yet been discovered. I am reconnoitering and will send you 
the first indication of any movement of the enemy. 1 have securely 
picketed every point. I am now with three regiments on the Vaughan 
road trying to ascertain their movements. The enemy have even drawn 
in their outer pickets. This means something which I am trying to 
discover. 

Very respectfully, 

S. P. SPEAB, 
Colonelj Commanding Cavalry. 


Headquarters Cavalry Beioade, 

August 21^ 1864. 

Ool. F. T. Locke, Assistant Adjutant- G<nier al : 

I am now at Colonel Wyatt’s house, V aughan road. The right flank of 
the enemy rests here. General W. H. F. Lee is in command. I had a 
sharp skirmish with his advance posts; drove them all in; advanced to 
the main body; can get no farther without heavy loss. The roads are 
all ban leaded in different places. The enemy are bivouacked; the 
distance between his line and ours cannot exceed one mile and a half. 
I have had some men wounded and captured; some prisoners. I shall 
picket stiungly every point. 

Yours, 

S. P. SPEAB, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, 

Augu>st 21j 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Sir: Since my last dispatch I have been to Beams’ Station. 
Destroyed two large water-tanks, pumps, store-house, &c. A force oi 
seventy of the enemy was there; small skirmish completely routed 
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them. Went two miles [beyond] Beams’^ destroyed telegTapli wire. 
Crossed the country and drove all x)ickets. Know where one regiment 
of cavalry is encamxied eight miles from here j will visit them to morrow. 
My flank is well guarded and the enemy’s right is well watched. It is 
stiU resting on Wyatt’s house. 

Yery respectfully, 

S. P. SPEAE, 

CoJonelj Commanding Cavalry, 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

Aicgust 1861, 

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: General Gregg directs me to say that Colonel Spear will 
be relieved by this division on Weldon railroad, and that you will 
picket from James Eiver to plank road, connecting with the pickets of 
the Second Division Cavalry at a point in vicinity of Gary’s Church, 
on plank road (Jerusalem). 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. C. WEIE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


City Point, Ya., Angust 22y 1861 — 10 p, m, 

(Eeceived 2 p. m. 23d.) 

Majoi*-General Halleck, 

Waslimgton, D, G,: 

Everything quiet to-day. There were indications all day of the enemy 
collecting his strength to atlemjit to drive our for(*es from the railroad. 
The effort may be made to-morrow. I susj)eiided about 2 a. m. to-day 
the order for an attack which had been preiiared and was to have been 
made at daylight. Yesterday’s oiierations cost the enemy very dearly 
in killed, wounded, and captured, whilst our loss was very small. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

City Pointy August 22, 186 f. (E(^ceived 8 a. m.) 
Major-General Meade, 

Headquarters Army of the Potomae: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to say that in consequence of 
the reports of deserters tliat the enemy’s line in front of Butler liad 
been reocciijiied by the original force, no attempt will be made from 
Butler’s front. 

0. B, COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Gam})^ 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22, 1861 — 8,15 a, on. 


Colonel Comstock’s telegram iTceived. If the Tenth Corps is brought 
this side of the Apjiomattox, 1 l)eg leave to renew my suggestion that 
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it relieve the Second Corps, holding to the left of the Eighteenth. This 
would leave some reserve for the line of the Tenth and Eighteenth 
Corps, and would enable the concentration of the Second Corps for 
further operations. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General. 


City Point, Ya,, A'lignst 1861. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding^ &g.: 

It is my desire to hold the Weldon road, if it can be held, and to 
thoroughly destroy it as far south as possible. I do not expect to 
attack the enemy behind his intrenchinents, unless he sends oft* a large 
part of his force. There is no necessity, therefore, for Warren moving 
from where he is unless he gains a better position by doing so. I intend 
to send all of the Tenth Coriis that can be spared from Bermuda to 
take the place of the Eighteenth, and to place the latter back on high 
ground where it will supiiort our whole line from the Appomattox to 
the plank road, and will, at the same time, be loose to go wherever it 
may be needed. Thinking it poSvSible, however, that the enemy might, 
during to-day or to-morrow, concentrate all his forces to drive Warren 
away, I have directed General Butler to hold the Tenth Corps where 
it is, to make the attack contemiilated for this morning should the enemy 
do so. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, &g. : 

Twenty-five hundred cavalry were seen moving toward Petersburg 
thivS morning. They will probably try to get to Warren’s left to-day, 
either to drive in the working party on the railroad or to operate on 
his rear. Do you not think it advisable to move a division of infantry 
a few miles down the road to be ready for them ? 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lienteymnt- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Weldon Railroad, August 22, 1861 — 11.20 a. m. 

General Grant: 

I find the enemy hUvS left Warren’s flank (left), and apparently his 
front between this point and the works in front of Petersburg. 1 also 
find that Warren is o(*cupying the most favorable point in case a per- 
manent lodgment on the railroad is determined on. There is no object, 
therefore, in advancing him unless it is intended to attack the enemy’s 
works. 1 have accordingly directed him to remain in his present posi- 
tion, pushing his skirmishers forward till they feel the enemy. Parke’s 
corps is on the right, completing the line from here to the plank I'oad. 
Hancock has one division in reserve and the other 1 have sent to assist 
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in destroying the railroad and covering the V'orking party. I under- 
stand the railroad men yesterday hocanie alarmed and mostly deserted 
the work. The enemy’s cavalry will undoubtedly endeavor to interfere 
with this work. I should be glad to know if these dispositions meet 
your views; also, whether 3^011 propose to re-enforce the intrenched line 
held by Ord and Mott by any of Butler’s troops, for I feel a little uneasy 
about this line. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 22^ JS()i — 12,30 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

My telegram of 11.20 has been delayed by the wire out of order. 
Since writing it Warren’s pickets report the enemy in position in- 
trenched, about a mile back from the position occupied yesterday. I 
have directed any signal dispatches for me to be sent to you, as they 
may indicate movements requiring your action. 

G. G. MEADE, 

Major-Oeyieral. 


City Point, August 22^ 1861, 

Major-General Meade : 

Two trains of cars loaded with troops moving to Petersburg have 
been reported this morning by the signal officer at Spring Hill. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

lAeuteumt- General, 


Weldon Eailroad, August 22, 1864 — 3,30 p, m, 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Wairen’s skirmishers are in contact with the enemy’s about a mile 
from here, and the same distance from the enemy’s outworks on the 
railroad. They do not report any very heavy force, and there is no indi- 
cation at this moment of any attack, notwithstanding the reports of 
signal officers Avould seem to indicate an accumulation of troops about 
the lead-works, which are on the railroad, inside the outer intrench- 
ments. A dispatch from General Ord asks for reserves of infantry and 
artillery in case it is anticipated he may be attacked. 1 have directed 
him to call on General Hunt for the artillery, as he has batteries in 
reserve; but I have no infantry to send him. Your dispatch, giving 
reasons for relieving the Eighteenth by the Tenth Corps, was not 
received by me till after sending my dispatch of 11 . 20 , which must be 
my excuse for referring in that dispatch to the subject. The railroad 
men have done very little work, and that very inditterently, Han- 
cock’s division will soon be at work in addition. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 
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City Point, Ya,, August 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding., dec. : 

Tlie object in relieving the Eigliteentli Corps is, that from being kept 
so long in the Api)omattox Bottom a great many are now sick and the 
number is increasing very rapidly. Having the Eighteenth Corps free 
will give the same reserve as having any other corps free would. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutena n t- Genera J. 


City Point, Ya., August 22j 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding^ dee.: 

Oars are running continually between Richmond and Petersburg, 
and this morning several trains have been seen to pass, heavily loaded 
with troops going south. Warren may be attacked this evening. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieut en ant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August ^4?, 1864 — 9.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I left the Weldon railroad at G -g. m. At that time all was quiet. 
General Miles, commanding division Second Corps, had progressed 
within one mile and a half of Reams’ Station, destroying the railroad 
as he moved. Hearing the enemy’s cavabry occupied Reams’ Station, 
I directed General Gregg to send all his available cavaky force to 
assist General Miles in occuiiying tbe place. Since my return a dis- 
liateb from General Gregg announces the occupation of Reams’ Station 
by his command. Colonel Spear, commanding brigade of Kautz’s cav- 
alry, drove the enemy’s cavalry on the Yaughan and Bond roads in the 
direction of Petervsburg, till he came to a bridge destroyed by the enemy 
after crovssing it, at which point the pursuit ceased. Prisoners report 
the death yesterday of General Sanders, commanding brigade, and the 
wounding severely of C-eneral W. H. F. Lee, but I place no reliance on 
the repoitsof prisoners in such matters, as they are generally only 
camp rumo]‘s. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Proyost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 22, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; Among lifteen prisoners of war just sent in from Fifth 
Corps 1 find men from Ransom’s brigade, of Busbrod Johnson’s division j 
Hagood’s brigade, of Hoke’s division; Kirkland’s brigade, of Hetli’s divis- 
ion, and Harris’, Sanders’, Wrigbt’s, and Finegan’s brigades, of Mahoue’s 
division, and one man from Chambliss’ brigade, of W. IL F. Lee’s cav- 
alry division. They all report that they were on picket last night, and 
that the commands to which they respectively belong moved during last 
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iiigilt and left them there. They were captured at daylight this morn- 
ing. They had no knowledge as to where their commands went, but 
they all have an idea that they returned to their old positions in the 
trenches in front of Petersburg. They report that General Sanders 
was killed this morning, and they heard that General W. 11. F. Lee 
died from wounds received yesterday. 

Very respectfidly, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTEE, 

CajJtahij (He, 


[First indorsement.] 


Captain McEntee: 

Yon mention the rnmor of General Sanders’ death this morning. Do 
you not mean yesterday morning? 

A. A. mJMrHEETS, 

Mujor-Qmeral. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Generali The prisoners say they hoard that General Sanders was 
killed yesterday evening. I have seen them the second time. 
Kespectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

CdptaiHy (He. 


ITeadquaeters Army op the Potomac, 

Provost-Marotal-General’s Department, 

Augtist 186 i — 12 midnight. 

Major-General TIumphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: T have Just examined the three deserters from Pinegan\s 
(Florida) brigade, sent in by General Mott to-niglit. They know that 
they left the Weldon railroad on Sunday night after dark and marched to 
their old position in the trenches. They say that WrighPs brigade was 
in their rear on the march, and tliey think they are now lying in their 
rear. They know nothing of other troops, ami say that (general San- 
ders was killed on Sunday last. They say they have told me all that 
they told General Mott. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTBE, 

Captain^ (He. 

P. S. — These men say that they heard that Scales’ l)riga,de, of Wil- 
cox’s division, was down on Weldon railroad on Sunday, hut they did 
not see it. Tiny think it a Korth Carolina brigade, in wliich supposi- 
tion they are correct, but 1 think it doubtful about the brigade being 
in our front. 

Eespectfully, 


J. MoENTEE. 
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IlEADQUAETEES ABMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

I liave the honor to forward the following messages: 

Jordan House, August a. m. 

Nothing unusual this morning. A train of twenty-three heavy wagons and five 
amhulancos passed a point on the Richmond road west of this station, moving south. 
No movements of troops visible yet. 

JORDAN, 

Sei'geant 

Station near old Fifth Corps Headquarters, 

August 22, 1804. 

At 8 this a. m. a squad of forty of the enemy, with arms and accoutermcmts, left 
fort in front of this ! a d "loved oft* in direction of their right. Number of tents 
in enemy’s works is ■. :« ■ '-'a « , and for a distance of 2,000 yards I counted only 120 
of the enemy. No working parties seen. All quiet. 

\yARTS, 

Lieutenant. 


^yALTIIALL House, August 22, 1804—0.20 a. nx. 

An hour ago about two regiments of infantry, followed l)y seven ambulances or 
wagons, passed a point in the Richmond road north 40 degrees west from here, mov- 
ing toward the euemy^s front on our right of Fort Clifton. A half hour r ■. '* ■ 

ment of infantry, without wagons, passed the open space in rear of .-I 
Factory, moving toward the right. An extensive camp has appeared on the hill 
south of and on the outskirts of tlio (dty. Two engines have been at the 

\yeldon Depot for the last hour. The enemy’s rifle-pits in front «>•* \V1 n*I e.,d ? 
Factory seem almost deserted this a. m. Several of the tents have disappeared since 
yesterday. 

DAVIS, 

' Captain. 


Plane Road Station, August 22, 1864— D. 50 a. m. 

About 1,100 infantry appeared marching in the intrcnchments to the right of the 
Gregory Chimneys. They came i*rom some point or points still farther to our right. 
They did not leave the cov<n‘ of the intren<‘hmeiits until under cover of the edge of 
the woods, about three-fourths of a mile to the left (our left) of the Chimneys above 
mentioned, when they tiled to the rear. These men moved in about twenty-ftve » 
subdivisions or detuchm<*nt8, apparently to not attract any attention. In addition, 
small squads seemed to join them as they passed various points of the line, thus 
w<‘akeniug it. Afterward about 20Q, in smaller detachments, marched along the 
iutrenehmonts in the opposite direction. These men were apparently a portion of 
the troox>s in our immediate front and were detached to take the ]>lace of the others, 
as the lookout could see them in small squads roll up their l>lankot8 and then march 
toward the right (onr right), from whence the iirst had come. Three wagons moved 
southward on the road along the Weldon railroad. They were seem about one mile 
to the south oTtho lead-works, thus indicating the preseuiee of the enemy, to some 
extent, in General Warren’s front. The line in our front is ai)parently a weak one 
at present as regards tlni number of the enemy in it. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Afajor, <^'c. 

Jordan House, August 22, 1804—10.40 a, m. 

A column of infantry has just passed open space in rear of Whitehead’s, moving in 
direction of Jh^hTsbiirg; tw'enty minutes i: ! g. \ eolunm of cavalry marching 
by IwoH, having four large flags, has just )» -mc. C r.'j.rrii Petersburg moving to our 
leftj twenty-live minutes in passing. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 


Jordan House —11.15 a. in. 

Another column of cavalry seen as last reported; twenty minutes in passing 
Infantry roi)orted in rear of Whitehead’s have passed into Petersburg. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 


WM. B. STRYKER, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 
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Heabquarteh^^ Aemy of the Potomac, 

August 22^ 1864, 

Major-General Hithpiihets, Chief of Staff: 

Geneual: The Ibllowinf);' dispatch re(*eive(l from the plank road 
station : 

7 A. M. 

Euomy planting inorp gnns on 'worka by tho lead-works, bearing to onr loft down 
tbo Weldon uiilroa<l. Camps un< banged' 

II. W. FULTON. 

Very rospoctfnlly, your obedient servant- 

B. F. FISnEll, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac, 


Plank Eoad Station, August 22^ 1861 — 12,60 1), m, 
Major-General Humphreys, Chiif of Staff: 

General: The enemy has broken np a small camp immediately in 
front of this station. There seems to be a force of the enemy in line or 
masvsed immediately sontliward of the fort already mentioned as near 
and west of the Weldon railroad. It is impossible to tell the numbers, 
but they are visible at several points throug'h openings in the timber. 
They are about one mile or more south of the lead-works. About 400 
additional cavalry came down the road from the direction of Petersburg. 
The indications are that all the troops seen this morning are massed in 
the vicinity of that fort or about one mile south of the lead* works. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEK, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Aitgust 22^ 1861, 

Major-General Huivipiireys, Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to forward the following report just received: 

Waltiiaix House, August 12, 1801 — 9.45 a. m. 
Twonty-two w.T^iOT-- and six ambulances have just passed tbe point on the Rich- 
mond road north 10 <icgrees west from here, moving tovv<‘ird Petersburg; scpiads of 
mounted men were mixed with the train. They ])Vob<ibly belong to the column that 
X)assed that point an hour and a quarter ago, an<l which iirobably kex)t the Petors* 
bmg road instead of going to the right of Fort Clifton. 

DAVIS, 

GaxAain. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer, 


Plank Road Station, August 22^ 1861 — 2 2), m, 
Mnj'or-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The enemy is fortifying along the railroad. The line of 
works they are throwing np are on the east side of the railroad and 
seemingly parallel with it and close to it. The line is between the fort 
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heretofore mentioned and their main line of fortifications in the vicinity 
of the lead-works, though not extending to either point. The cavalry 
mentioned in former reports, accomj^anied by several (about two) thou- 
sand infantry, moved down the road west of the railroad toward or 
beyond General Warren’s extreme left. Eighteen wagons followed the 
column. 

V"ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqes. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 22^ 1861. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following report just 
received : 

Jordan House, Juffust 23, 1S04 — 2.05 m. 

One large regiment of infantry, -well closed up, a rear guard of about thirty men, 
and three wagons and two ambulances, have just passed WTiitehead’s, moving in 
direction of Petersburg. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following report just 
received : 

GiBBON^b House, August 23, 1804 — 3,50 p, m. 
Rebel infantry has been moving into town from eiiemy^s left for some time. They 
march very openly in s(piads of fifty to seventy-five, and I cannot estimate their 
numbers with any accuracy; should judge there* might have been about 2,500 in all. 
When last seen they moved in a course about northwest, and were at a point west by 
southwest from this station. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STBYKEE, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Station, August 2S, 1^64 — 3 p. m. 

Major-General Hum-PHEETS, 

Chief of Staff: 

Genbeal: Wagons and ambulances are passing rapidly towai’d tbe 
enemy’s rear, but in an irregular manner, as if coming Ironi where there 
was danger. They come from the direction of the Blick house, or 
where General Warren’s forces were yesterday, and move upon several 
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parallel roads west of the Weldon railroad. A ])attery of artillery also 
came to the rear. It is my opinion that tlie line of works being’ thrown 
up, and mentioned in last report, crosser^ the railroad south of the fort 
and extends a short distance westward. The train of passenger cars 
remains stationary about a half mile south of tlic lead-works. It may 
be intended to remove wounded. At other portions of the enemy’s line 
in our front it is quiet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Walthale House, August 1801 — 1 p. m< 

[Lieut. William S. Stryker, 

Acting Chief Signal Officer:] 

Four small regiments of infantry, nine wagons, and ten ambulances 
have just passed near Whitehead’s Factory, on Eichmond and Peters- 
burg Eailroad, going toward Petersburg. Enemy’s signal ohicer 
reports wagons conthiually passing open space to left of Cobb’s, and 
that there is a large transport just above pontoon, which frequently 
shifts its i)osition so as to completely screen from his view whatever 
may be passing. 

FEAEEY, 

Lieutenant, 


Plank Eoad Sig-nal Station, 

Axigust 22^ 1861 — 5,30 p. on. 

Maj. B. F. Fisuer: 

At 4 p. in. a column of cavalry, numbering about 300, came out in 
vicinity of lead-works and moved southward, passing east of large 
fort and parallel with railroad. A train of thirty-three ambulances and 
one of thirty-four wagons followed. A train of fifteen wagons moved 
to the right. 

n. W. FIJLTOII. 


. Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Ajjhgiist 22, 1861 — 5,30 p. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

General : The following dispatches received : 

Jordan House Station. 

The enemy^s camps, in rear of thoir line of intronchments north-northwest frdm 
hero and about one mile back of Fort Clifton, have disappoared. 

T. R. CLARK. 

- Station near Avery House. 

Enemy are changing face ot works near large white house on the crest of the hill, 
so as to command a i)ortion of our line with an enfilading fire. 

W. H. WARTJS. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

B. F. FISHEK, 

Major a)id Chief Signal Officer. 
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Plank Eoad Sicnal Station, 

August 22^ 1861 — 7^?. m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Since last report ihirty ambulances and twenty-vseven Avagoiis moved 
to our left southward on liiu^ of Weldon railroad. Troops east of rail- 
road and near fort are in same ])osition a^s heretofore r(‘ported and con- 
tinue to throw up intrenchinents. All q^uiet in immediate li'ont of sta- 
tion, as also on our right. 

H. W. FULTOIS^, 

tiergeant. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22^ 1861 — 7 AO a. ni. 

Majoi’-General Hancock, Gommcmlbig Second Corjgs : 

General Warren reports the enemy to have retired from his front. 
The commanding general directs that when he moves forward, you fol- 
low him. 

A. A. HUMPHllEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22 j 1861 — 12 m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps, Gurley House: 

I should have informed you that the enemy have left their position 
west of this point, but are in front, intrenched about a mile this side 
of their works. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Blich House, Weldon Railroad, August 22, 1864 — 1 p, m, 
Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps: 

The commanding general directs me to say that the division you send 
to destroy the railroad will obtain imi)lements for the purpose from 
General Warren, to whom the commander of the division will send. It 
is probable that the quartermaster’s party sent fi^om City Point for the 
purpose of destroying the railroad have gone off altogether. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22, 1864 — 2,10 p, on, 
Major-General Hancock, Gomonaoiding Second Corps: 

The brigade of cavalry covering the working party on railroad will 
be withdrawn upon the arrival of the division of your corps on the road. 
One regiment of it will be left, subject to the orders of the commander 
of the division, to scout and picket for him. Please direct General 
Miles to report his progress in destruction of the road from time to time. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquartebs Army of the Potomac, 

Atigust 22^ 1864 — 8.15 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Mott, Commanding Divhion, Second Gor^s: 

General Warren reports that the enemy have left his front. His 
pickets are following, and his command may move forward. The com- 
manding general desii‘es to have you caution your command to great 
vigilance, as the enemy may look out for some weak i)oiut in our lines 
and endeavor to carry it. 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 
Major-General and GMef of Staff. 

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 22^ 1861. 

OflQcial copy furnished for the information of brigade commanders, 
who will use the utmost vigilance. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- Gtneral. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

^ August 22y 1864 — 9.10 jg, m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff] Army of the Potomac: 

General : Some deserters who have just come over state that Mahone 
has withdrawn all his forces from the front of General Warren and now 
occupy the works in my front. I forward the deserters to army head- 
quarters. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigadier- General. 

(Copy to Major-General Warren.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aug^ist 22j 1861 — 6 a. on. 
Major-General Humphreys, GMef of Staff: 

General Ayres has just reported that the enemy has left his front. 
Skirmishers are now being inislied out on the left and in front. Signal 
officer reports our skirmishers advancing ui) the railroad and enemy’s 
skirmishers falling back without firing. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-Geoieral^ Commandioig. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1861 — 7.20 a. on. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

The enemy seem to have retired toward Petersburg. I am pushing 
my pickets out in every direction, trying to lind out where they are. 
As soon as I can ascertain anything definite I w^ill at once inform you. 
Prisoners and deserters received this morning state that their loss yes- 
terday was heavy. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 

General Humphreys : 

My infantry pickets are on the road at the Flowers house. No enemy 
in sight. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

Where is General Gregg supposed to be? He has not arrived yet at 
the Perkins house, below here. Colonel Si)ear is still following upon 
the Vaughan road. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
August 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


186I--^.10 a. m. 


General Gregg was ordered yesterday to move his brigade across to the 
railroad, and with his division to look after the left. It was supposed 
he was at the Perkins house or that vicinity. He is probfibly on the 
road from. McCann’s to Perkins’. Can you conveniently send to meet 
him? 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


General Warren: 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 22 j 1864 — 9.50 a. m. 


The major-general desires to know how far your pickets have 
advanced and what they find in front of them. The major-general 
desires them advanced and supported. General Hancock is directed 
to follow you upon youi- moving forward. The major-general is at 
Hancock’s headquarters, and will await your answer there. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,. 

August 22j 1864 — 10,30 a. m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

My pickets have gone out to the Vaughan road on the west, and 
found no enemy. I sent the cavalry out long ago in that direction and 
expect a report every minute. General Ayres’ pickets also advanced 
toward Petersburg, and I have sent to see exactly how far. The enemy 
can be seen on the railroad, where they have always been. If we. are 
going to establish a line to hold, I believe the ground we are on is as 
good as any we can take up between us and Petersburg. If we wish 
2G R R— you xxn, pt ii 
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to get a battle at once out of tlie enemy, I think we should advance to 
the Danville railroad, which will undoubtedly bring the enemy out ol‘ 
his intrenchments, and we can have an open fight. At present we can- 
not take much artillery with us, and would not need much in such a 
movement. We can’t use any in an advance directly on Petersburg. I 
think our plan should be to establish a good line across to the idaiik 
road, with a good sized fort at this point where we can leave our artil- 
lery and a supply of ammunition, and then take every available man 
and go to the Danville road. If we advance against Petershurg I 
venture to say that we shall fare no better than heretofore in such 
attempts east of the Jerusalem xfiank road. 

a. K. WAEPEN, 

MajoT’Oeneral. 


Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 

August 22^ 186 L (Eeceived 5.40 p. m.) 

Major-General Warren: 

Don’t overlook the destruction of the railroad within the limits of 
your pickets, which probably has not been destroyed by the railroad 
party. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff, 


Special Orders, \ Headquarters Pipth Army Corps, 

No. 206. j _ A'ugust 22^ 1861. 

1. Lieut. Col. W. A. Throop, First Eegiment Michigan Yolunteers, is 
assigned to the command of the First Brigade, First Division, in place*, 
of Col. W. S. Tilton, Twenty-second Massachusetts Yolunteers, who is 
relieved and will proceed without delay to join his regiment at City 
Point. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

PEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutam^t- General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

A^lg^lst 22, 1864. 

General Warren: 

When you move forward I am ordered to follow you. Please let me 
know when you move. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 22, 1864 — 8.30 a. r,i. 

General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Army Corps: 

General : I have received no orders to move my command from this 
position. I am only moving out my pickets and skirmish line. 
Eespcctfully, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 
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PTeadquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

Atigust 1864, (Keceivecl 6 a. m.) 

Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Corps: 

Sir: The general eommaiiding division directs me to say that his 
picket-line is on the road running parallel to the railroad, and that no 
enemy is to be seen. 

GEO. L. CHOISY, 

Lmit,^ Alde-de-Gamp, and Acting Asslsta7it Adjutant- General, 


He AD< QUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, FiFTH CORPS, 

August 22,^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: I have just now an officer of my staff, who has been with 
my picket-line commanded by Colonel Winthrop. He rode with the 
colonel, and they saw the rebel troops along the woods beyond the 
corn-field. My picket-line is along this line of the corn-field. Colonel 
Winthrop is satisfied that the enemy are there in force. My pickets 
are still pushing on slowly. 

Yei'y respectfully, 

E. B. AYEES, 

Brigadier- Genera /, Go7mnandmg, 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 22y 1804, (Eeceived 4 p. m.) 

[Lieut. Col. F. T, Locke, 

A ssista7it Adjutaoit- General ;] 

Colonel : Colonel Stone went out with 100 men. He sends mo word 
that with 400 additional men the present line can be held; and, second, 
if it is desired that the line shall fall back, he wishes to know. 

Yery respectfiilly, 

E. B. AYEES, 
Brigadler-Ge7ierah 


Headquarters First Brioade, Second Division, 

Augtist 1861, 

Lieutenant CnoiSY, 

Acting Assistant Adjtita7it-Generul: 

Sir : I have the honor to report that after much difficulty I succeeded 
in advancing my pickets to the white house, driving the enemy^s 
X)ickets back. Mtev holding the house for a few moments the line fell 
back to their original position, reporting that they saw the enemy mov- 
ing to the left. My officers are all very poor and the men of the Second 
Brigade worse, and I have had great difficulty in getting the line up. 
I have again advanced the line; will report further. 

Yery respectfully, 

F. WHSTTHEOP, 

Colonel Fifth New Yorlc Veteran Volunteers, 
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Headquarters First Brioade, {Second Division, 

Aiigust iSbl, 

Lieutenant CnoiSY, 

Acting AsHistan^t Adjutant-General : 

Sir: I now liolcl the liouse and have driven the enemy’s pickets a 
considerable distance beyond it. 

F. WINTHEOP, 

Colonel Fifth Niw Yorl' YohaiicerH^ General Officer of Pickets, 


Headquarters First Brioade, Sec^ond Division, 

Aiigiist 22^ 1864, 

Lieutenant Choisy, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that my pickets liavo advanced 
beyond the house, and hold a portion of the enemy’s i)its which were 
occupied previous to my advance. The enemy’s inckcts are still in 
their pits otf toward my right, as the FTinth Corps has not made any 
advance in that direction. The pits 1 now hold are in the same line as 
that held by the enemy on my right. I have directed the line to remain 
in its present position until further orders. 

Eespectfully, 

F. WIHTHEOr, 

Colonel Fifth Few York Vet, Yols,j General Officer of Pickets, 


Headquarters First Brioade, Second Division, 

August 22^ tSOl, 

Lieutenant Chois y: 

I hold the enemy’s main line of works about seventy-five yards in 
advance of the white house. 1 send you in a prisoner. 

F. WIHTHEOP, 

Colonel Fifth New York Yet, Yols.j General Officer of Pickets, 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1861, 

Lieut. G. L. Ohoisy, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division: 
Lieutenant : I have the hoiior to forward to you four rebel prisoners. 
One Michael Cary, Company A, Twelfth Mississippi, assumes to be able 
to give information in regard to mining oi)erations by the enemy in 
front of Petersburg, and the disposition of their forces. 

Yery respectfully, 

E. S. BEAGG, 

Bri ga d ier- Genera I, Comm anding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22, 1861 — 7, 45 a, m, 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps, Gurley Souse: 


The commanding general desires to know what progress your com- 
mand made on the rifle-pits and slashing last night, and the present 
condition of your line. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquaetees NTinth Aemy Corps, 

Aiigiist 22^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Major-General Parke is at present on the line. It will be impossible 
to give you the information required in your dispatch of 7,45 until his 
return, which will be within an hour. 

E. A. HUTCHINTS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Kinth Corps, 

August 22, 1864 — 9,30 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Ferrero occupies from the Sti’on^ house the line occupied by 
one brigade of General Potter. He kas been at work all night and re- 
ports that by evening the work will be completed. I shall then extend 
]iim to the left, relieving Potter’s other brigade. The line in front of 
this brigade has been straightened and shortened to connect with the 
line of parapets and batteries in the Bliek house opening. We are at 
work on tins line now, and I hope to have it finished by evening. 

mo, G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, • 


Gurley House, August 22, 1864—10.15 a, m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General Warren has been directed to continue pushing forward his 
pickets and to support them. The commanding general directs that 
you advance the pickets of your line, keeping pace with those of Warren. 
Your diwspatch about your line indicates that Willcox’s and White’s 
divisions are not upon your line preparing it. If that is so, the com- 
manding general directs that when General Warren moves forward you 
cover his right fiank with these two divisions. 

A. A. HXJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 22, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

General Ferrero reports that scouts have advanced a mile in front of 
his division without finding the enemy. 

JN:0. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 22^ 1861 — 2.50 ]). m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Gorps^near Ourley House: 

The pickets of General Ayies have advanced and occupied part of a 
rifle-pit that was held by tlie enemy, who still hold it on his right. As 
the pickels of your corps have not advanced as far as his, they sliould 
be pushed forward as far as Ayres^ pickets. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major- Oeneral and Chief of 8taff. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters N’inth Army Corps, 

Ko,150, 5 Before Feter slur g^ Ya.^ August 22^ 1861. 

* » * if if * * 

2. The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers is hereby relieved from 
duty as engineer regiment of First Division. The commanding officer 
will report in person without delay to the commanding officer of the 
First Division for further orders. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke : 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAH, 

Ass istant A d juta nt- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Second Division, I^inth Army Corps, 

August 22j 1861. 

Brig. Gen. S. G. Grieein, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

General: Ton will continue work as rapidly as possible on the new 
line, Major-General Meade has just been here. He did not exactly 
understand the line where he ordered work suspended. He has coun- 
termanded the order and desires it (the work) pushed forward dili- 
gently. 

By order of Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAML. WEIGHT, 

A.s*,s istant A d j utant- General. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Hinth Army Corps, 

Weldon Railroad^ near BUcJds llottse, 

August 22j 1861 — 11.15 a. m. 

Colonel Humphrey: 

Colonel: General Warren has been directed to push forward his 
pickets and to support them. The brigadier-general commanding 
dire(*ts that you advance your pickets, keeping pace with those of 
General Warren. Will you please send out strong supports, and be 
ready with the rest of your brigade to support the troops of the Fifth 
Corps in case a general advance is made. 

I remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 

L. C. BEACKETT, 

Aide-de-Oamp. 
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llEADQUABTERt5 AeMY OF THE POTOHAO, 

Axujiist 22^ 1864 — 7 JO a. m. 

Brigadier-General Gheg-g-j 

Commanding Gamlry: 

(Through General Warren’s headquarters.) 

General Warren reports the enemy to have retired from his front and 
that his pickets are moving forward, feeling. The commanding general 
directs that you maintain a corresponding movement on General War- 
ren’s left hank. Prisoners report W. II. F. Lee’s division and Bear- 
ing’s brigade on the enemy’s right. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Stajf. 


TTeadquartbes Aehy of the Potomac, 

JBliclc Mouse, Weldon Railroad, Atigust 22, 1861 — 11,30 a, m. 

Brigadier General Geegg, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that you report at once the 
disposition you have made of your force to protect the party destroying 
the railroad and cover the left flank of the army; and that you estab- 
lish your headquarters within easy communication of this point, com- 
municating and co-operating with the commander of the infantry at 
this iioint, Major-General Warren, as well as with the commanding 
general. A division of infantry of the Second Corps will be sent to 
co-operate in the protection of the railroad party, and for the purpose 
of destroying it. 

A. A. HUMPHEBTS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headqhaeteks Army of the Potomac, 

August 22 j 1861 — 12,80 p. m, 

Brigadier-General Gregg, 

Commanding Cavalry : 

General; It was the disposition of your whole force and not the 
mere i)icket-line that was wanted. It was expected that you would 
have a considerable ])art of your force concentrated on or near the rail- 
road, or the roads adjacent, for the operations required of you. The 
commanding-general thinks it better to retain Colonel Spear to increase 
your force for such purposes. Some part of the country or line you are 
endeavoring to picket is represented to be imx)avssable, and if so, needs 
but very few xiickets. It appears that the only point at which our 
cavalry is in contact with the enemy is about Colonel Wyatt’s. The 
commanding general directs that you feel for the enemy’s cavalry line, 
and ascertain how it is posted and connected with the enemy’s infantry. 
General Warren will furnish you an infantry support should you need 
it upon yoxir calling on him. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Bliclv House^ Weldon Railroad^ Angxint 22^ 1801 — l,i5 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Greoo, 

Commanding Cavalry : 

The commanding general has just received a dispatch from Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant, stating that 2,500 cavalry were seen moving to 
Petersburg from the north side of the Appomattox, which it is surmised 
are destined to operate against our forces on or near the Weldon rail- 
road, Keep your command well in hand. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Gurley House, August 22, 1861 — 5.25 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. MoM. Greoo, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

If the enemy have possession of Beams’ Station the commanding 
general directs that you move with your cavalry and drive them from 
it, in co-operation with the division of iutantry of the Second Corps now 
on the railroad. You will, of course, at once send sufficient cavalry to 
the station to ascertain whether it is held in any force by the enemy. 
The operation of destroying the railroad will be continued as long as it 
is practicable for a day or two, 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 22, 1864 — 6 p. on. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Arony of the Potoonae : 

General: Colonel Spear has just returned from his reconnaissance 
and reports having driven the enemy’s cavalry, about 300 or 400, from 
Wyatt’s across the country in the direction of Petersburg j his pursuit 
was stopped by a bridge which the enemy destroyed after having passed 
it. Colonel Spear learned from negroes that the enemy’s infantry last 
night moved back to a road in rear of the Bolin [Vaughan ?] road. 
Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Second Division. 


Headquarters Pxpth Corps, 

August 22, 1861 — S.dO p. on. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys: 

Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg has advanced cavalry to Beams’ Station 
and finds nothing there, but learns that tlie enemy have one brigade of 
cavalry at a cre(^A three miles beyond. 

W. HAEPEE, Jr., 

Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal, Second Cavalry Division. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 

IIdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and I^Torth Carolina, 

August 22^ 1864 — 12M a. m. (Eeceived 12.40 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Scouts report that at 5 o’clock this evening the absent troops made 
their appearance again in their old places in front of our lines. The 
officer in charge of picket-line reports it as fully manned. I sent to 
General Birney for his opinion of the movement and he telegraphs as 
follows.* Shall we move at 2 o’clock as proposed? 

P. BTJTLEE, 
Major-Oeneral. 


City Point, Ya., Aiignst 22, 1864 — 1.30 a. m. 
Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, <&€.: 

Your dispatch of 12.35 received. Under the circumstances, I think 
you had better not move. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Generccl. 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I send the following from signal officer. What can it mean T The 
night trains were very heavy. These troops did not cross Chaffin’s 
farm this morning: 


Headquarters Dept, oe Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

Aiigmt 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, 

Acting Oliief of 

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is respectfully for- 
warded : 

Spring Hill Signal Station, 

August 1864 — 8.50 a. m. 

Captain Norton: 

^‘Twenty cars heavily loaded with troops just passed the Junction toward Peters- 
bursr. Also twenty-seven wasons and 100 cavalry on turnpike toward Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L, B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


B. P, BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding, &g. : 

The troops reported moving toward Petersburg must be the same 
that were opposed to the Second and Tenth Corps north of the 
James. They probably crossed the river during the night so as to 
escape observation. 

U. S. GEAOT?, 

Li eutenant- General. 


See Bimey to Butler, 21st (sent 12.15 a. m. 22d), p. 379. 
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IIbqrs. Dept, of YmaiNiA and Korth Carolina, 

August 22^ 1801—10.10 a. on. 

General Grant: 


Signal ofiScer reports, 6.50, six trains passed during night toward 
Eichmond. Fifteen cars loaded with troopwS 6.45 a. m. toward Eicli- 
mond; 2,500 cavalry toward Petersburg; twenty cars with troops 
toward Petei\sburg. Is it not relieving the field troops in the tienches 
with fresh troops from the north side of James ? 

BEISTJ. F. B^JTLEE, 

Major- General. 


City Point, Va., August 22, 1864. 
Major-General Butler, Coononaoiding, &c.: 

Prisoners and deserters taken this morning report the enemy^s loss 
very heavy yesterday, i think it most likely the troops seen going to- 
wai'd Eichmond are wounded men going to hospitals. Those moving 
toward Petersburg are likely troops getting back from the north side 
of the river. General W. H. F. Lee is reported mortally wounded in 
yesterday^s engagement. 

U. S. GEANT, 

L ie uteuan t-Qen oral. 


City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864. 
Major-General Butler, Goimiaoxding, <f-c. .* 

I think it will be well to hold the Tenth Corps ready to make the 
effort that was proposed for this morning for a day or two before 
moving it. The enemy may be induced to move most of his troops 
from your front in the hope of dislodging us from the Weldon road. 

U. S. GEAHT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

August 22, 1861 — 11.10 a. m. (Eeceived 11.25 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I will keep the sharpest possible lookout upon tlm movements of the 
enemy in my front, and will be all ready to move at once, day or night. 
At 10.35 twenty-seven wagons, fourteen ambulances, and 300 cavalry 
passed toward Petersburg; thirteen wagons toward Eidimond. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Ilajor- Geneo'dl, Oommaoidioig. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of ViuaiNiA and North Carolina, 

Offk^e of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 22, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 12 m. that 
nine cars loaded with troops passed the flnnction toward Petersburg. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON. 
Capiam and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Lieutenant-General Grant : 

When they get all their troops on the south bi<le we may be able 
to get out and have them all before us. 

B. P. BUTLER, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., August ^2, 1864, 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding^ &g,: 

I see by yesterday^s Chronicle that there is a large number of negro 
men at New Berne who will not enlist. Newspaper articles are not 
entirely reliable authority to act upon, but as the chief quartermaster 
is much in need of about 1 ,000 men to relieve the same number of enlisted 
men witli, T thought I would inquire of you if this was so, and if it is, 
to send them here for emi)loyment, not to be enlisted, 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


IlDQRS. Dept, op Yirctnia and North Carolina, 

August 22, 186 i — 10,30 jp. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Telegram received in relation to the unemployed negroes at NewBerne. 
I have reason to believe that there is truth in the report. I will send 
an energetic staff officer to investigate report and bring up the negroes. 

BENJ. P. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


Dutch Gap, A%cgust 22, 1864, 

General Butler: 

The enemy have fired shot Irom a Coehorn mortar. Can two be sent 
me? 

LUDLOW, 

Major, 


Headquarters, 
August 22, 1864 — 10 a, m. 

Major Ludlow, 

JDutdh Gajp: 

Have no Ooehorns. Will send an officer from Graham’s gun-boat who 
understands the Sawyer shells. You ought to be able to reach the 
range of a Coehorn mortar with your Sawyer canister. Try them at 10 
degrees elevation: they will give you COO yards. 

^ bxJTLER, 

Major-General, Commanding, 


General Butler: 

Enemy have opened 
tance not exact. 


Dutch Gap, August 22, 1861 — 10,50 a, m, 

another mortar on ns. Got good range, but dis- 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 
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Udqrs. Dept, of YmamiA and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sig-nal Officer, 

August 22^ ISGi — 9A5 a. on, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, Acting Ghief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 9.30 a. 
in. a column of cavalry, about 2,500, was seen on turnpike opposite rail- 
road junction, going toward Petersburg. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Ghief Signal Officer, 


TTdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 22^ 1864 — 11 a, on, 
Lieut. Col. G, A. Kensel, Actioig Ghief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer on Spring Hill reports that at 10.35 a. 
m. twenty-seven wagons, fourteen ambulances, and 300 cavalry passed 
the Junction on turnpike toward Petersburg; also thirteen wagons 
toward Richmond. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTON, 
Gaptaioi aoid Chief Signal Officer, 


Butler^s Headquarters, 

August 22j 1864, 

Colonel Abbot, 

First Connecticut Artilleo'y: 

The general commanding desires that you send to Dutch Gap two 
Coehorn mortars, with implements, and 100 rounds of ammunition per 
piece. 

A. MORDECAT, 

Captain of Ordnaoice, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina, 

Augoist 22y 1864, 

Major-General Birney: 

By order of the lieutenant-general, to whom I telegraphed the fficts 
and your opinion, you will not make the movement ordered. Please 
send notice to Ludlow’s troops not to (Dine over. Acknowledge re* 
ceipt. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Majo Qen era /, Co m on aoid i ng. 


4 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Aoigust 186 i, 

Major-General Butler, Goniooimidioig : 

1 have ordered troops back to ijosition, having received dispatch to 
suspend the movement. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major- Oeneral, 
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Headquarters, 

AuguBt 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

The signal officers re])ort six trains of cars passed the Junction last 
night toward Eichmond, and a train of fifteen cai‘S loaded with troops 
passing in the same direction this morning at 0.t5. Have a little 
reconnaissance made and see if there is any change of troops in your 
front. Have you any deserters '? 

BENTJ. F. BITTLEE, 

Major- Gcneralj Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

August 22^ 1864 — 11,15 a. 7n, (Eeceived 11.35 a. m.) 
Major-General Birney : 

The movement ordered last night has not been abandoned, but only 
postponed. Meanwhile let every preparation be made for it ; the troops 
organized so as to move quickly and reconnaissances made so that offi- 
cers may be instructed in the features of the country exactly over 
which they are to operate. Let this be done quietly, so as not to 
attract observation. Large bodies of ‘troops are moving to Petersburg 
to-day. Large bodies moved toward Eichmond early this morning 
and last night. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Majo7'-Qe7ieral. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

A^igiist 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Co^nmanding : 

The scout reports that the enemy are busily engaged in erecting a 
line of breast- works running from point of woods toward the old Port 
AValthali railroad. He says it is three logs high. Their lines, he says, 
are three times stronger than day before yesterday. He says this new 
line is some fifty yards in rear of their former advance line. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Maior-GeneraL 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1864 — 2 a, m. 

The movement of troops ordered for this morning is suspended, and 
the troops will resume their places as before. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

♦ August 22, 1864, 

The movement of last night is only postponed. Commanding officers 
will quietly acquaint themselves to-day with the ground over which 
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they are to move. This should be done without attracting observation. 
Officers and men should remain with their commands ready for any 
movement, as there is a great movement of troops, on foot, of the enemy. 
By order of Major-General Birncy : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Asststan t Adjutant- General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

1 ^ 0 , 103, 5 In the Fields Axigmt 22^ 186 i, 

1. Divisions will resume the usual picket duty, General Terry on the 
right, General Turner the center, and Bii^adior-Geueral Birney the 
left. The details will be mad(‘ heavy enough for a strong picket-line 
and safety of the camp. The pickets will go on promptly at 5 p. m. 

2. Brigadier-General Birney will move his brigade to the left of the 
line of fortifications, occupying the position recently vacated by the 
100-days^ men. The troops of his brigade will picket the same line that 
General Terry did. He will send his brigade officer of the day and 
ascertain the line and detail required 

# # # 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Amatant Adjutant- General, 


Orders.] IIdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, August 22, 1861, 

Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Col. 
N". M. Curtis, One hundred and forty-second New York Volunteers, 
commanding brigades, will proceed this afternoon in person to the Port 
Walthall plain and carefully examine the ground with reference to an 
attack on the enemy’s works between the Bake-House Creek and the 
railroad, making themselves thoroughly acquainted with the best posi- 
tion for drawing up their troops preparatory to an attack. The com- 
manding officer of the One hundred and twelfth Neiv York Volunteers 
will examine the Mill road with reference to a movement on the enemy’s 
works by the road running from the mill-pond obliquely to the right. 

By order of Brig. Geu. A. II. Terry: 

A. TEPKY, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Orders.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Va,, August 22, 1861. 

Indications of unusual activity on the part of the euciny having been 
reported, the officers and men of each portion of this command will not 
be ])ermitted to leave their regiments, but be kept in readiness for any 
movement that may be directed. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Assistant Adjutayit- General. 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 22^ 186 i — 8.15 a. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corjgs: 

General Warren reports the enemy gone from liis front. His pickets 
are moving up tlie railroad; his command will probably follow. The 
( ■•’:unn7!<lbig genera] desires you to caution your command to groat 
M-iijiiicc. possibly the enemy may count upon finding some weak 
point ill our lines. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Indorsement.! 

Please warn all your brigades accordingly and promptly. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 22 j 186 i. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Dispatch as to enemy leaving Warren’s front received. They would 
find my line (I have but one) very thin, but all have been put on the 
alert. If I am exiiected to hold this long line against assaulting 
columns, reserves of artillery and infantry should be sent me without 
delay. I have but little confidence in my colored regiments, which are 
nearly depleted of officers from sickness. 

OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Bliekh House^ Weldo7i Eailroad, August 22^ 1861 — B.SO jg. m. 
Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Your dispatch respecting the need of reserves of artillery and infantry 
in the event of your front being assaulted is received. The commanding 
general has no infantry to send you, but you can obtain some artillery 
by calling on General Hunt. The indications are that if an attack is 
made it will be directed against the position of General Warren, since 
a force is apparently being concentrated opposite to it. The command- 
ing general understands that you will shortly be relieved by the Tenth 
Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

In the Eieldj Fu., Augzist 22^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

Genbrad: I inclose report as to enemy having a battery which 
makes one I am directed to occupy, lately of Biiruside’s front, now unten- 
able. Night before last they smashed things generally, dismounting 
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guns, breaking wheels, and cutting down i)ai‘apet^ llicrein. Can you 
send an engineer officer (I have no one to send) to find a new place for 
these guns or have front of battery changed. The battery injured is 
near and to the right of the entrance of the covered way leading to 
Burnside’s mine. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General of VolnnieerSj Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864. 

Maj. Gen. E. O. 0. Orb, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

General: Major Duane, acting chief engineer, will at once send an 
engineer officer to examine the battery reported in your dispat(*h of this 
morning to Maior-General Humphreys as untenable. General Meade 
and General Humphreys have gone to General Warren’s headquarters. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTU Army Corps, 

August 22^ 1861 — 3.20 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

The following has been received from Colonel Wright, commanding 
Tenth U. S. Colored Troops, stationed to the left of Burnside’s mine: 

Doctor Lampson, of the Thirty-ftixth, is just from that regiment, and says the line 
officers reported to Lieutonant-Coloncl Pratt that the rebels were seen to move, with 
knapsacks, along their lino of works from their loft toward their right (our loft). 
Lieutenant Way, one of my aides, has just returned from the hatic^ry a little to our 
left, and reports that ho learned there that this morning tlio rebels were massing 
troops about a mile to my left in the woods to their (the rebel) rear. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- Omeral, 


HEADQUAETBRS ElGHTBENTn ARMT CORPS, 

Augtist 22, 1864 — 8,10 p. m. 

General nuMPHREVs: 

The enemy are sending up signal rockets in and to the left of town. 

E. O. 0. OED, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 22, 1864. 

[Brig. Gen. J. B. Oarr:] 

General : The report of Colonel Shnrtleff^ Pifth Colored, as to what 
a man Tip a tree saw, was quite important. I have rigged a lookout, 
and wish yon would direct all yonr brigades to keep men up trees so as 
to warn ns of moving of troops in onr front. Put your pickets on the 
lookout and listen at night, and have the enemy’s line of abatis care- 
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fully watched to note if it is taken away, or if their parapets are re- 
moved to make oi)enings for assaulting, so that you can, without 
waiting for orders, assemble your little reserve and notify the nearest 
batteries to be ready to repel attack. I have asked for a reserve force 
and may i30ssibly get it. You had better detail division officer of the 
day with orderlies all along your line to warn you of any changes. 

E. 0. 0. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Atigust 1864. 

Copy furnished for the information of the commanding officer, Third 
Brigade, who will see that a vigilant lookout is kept up along the line. 
Lookouts will be posted in position from which they can overlook the 
enemy’s line. All movements on the part of the enemy will be 
promptly reported to these headquarters. 

By command of Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr: 

J. JOHNSOK, 
Assistant Adjtitant- General. 


Major Fisher: 


Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August PP, 1864 — 7.10 jp. m. 


Since 10 a. m. nearly all the tents have disappeared from the line of 
rifle-pits on hill three miles northwest of here. I think there was 
about a brigade there. The enemy’s signal officer reports one trans- 
port gone dowir the river this p. m. without troops aboard. A large 
camp smoke rising southeast and about a mile from city. 

CHAS. L. DAYIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


HEADQUilRTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

August 22^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. Ames, 

Commanding Second Division: 

Genbrax: The corps officer of the day reports that the Thirty- 
sixth Eegiment Colored Troops seem unsteady and unreliable, and the 
major-general commanding directs that you send one-half of the Fourth 
Massachusetts Cavalry, who reported to you to-day, to report to the 
colonel of the Thirty-sixth, to be stationed among the men and restore 
confidence by their piesence and by keeping down the enemy’s fire. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THEODOEE EEAD, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

FerJeins^ House^ August 22, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Sir : I have made a reconnaissance to where the enemy’s right rested 
last night. The right is still there; same as last night. If there are 
none on the Yaughan road (as reported by a stafl:‘ officer of General 
27 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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Warren’s this morning) then the enemy have swung around or divided. 
The enemy’s cavalry are acting very cautious, and are changing picket 
stations daily, which will require to be vstrictly watched for the security 
of your left flank. My front is now being relieved by two regiments of 
Gregg’s cavalry. I regret having to leave at this time, but will turn 
over my orders so that there can be no mistaking them. Will report 
in person shortly. 

EespectfuUy, your obediejit servant, 

S. P. SPEAK, 

Colonel^ Gommandmg Brigade. 

P. S. — ^The enemy have re-established their pickets also on my left, 
on the Eeiray fEeams’?] road, on the Burt [Yaughan?] road, and cross- 
roads. I forgot to state that the breast- works at Eeams’ are about 
three-quarters of a mile in length, and only about fifty of a reserve were 
ther^ which I completely routed on yesterday. Have not seen Gen- 
eral u-regg yet. 

S. P. S. 


City Point, August 23^ 1864—6 p, m. 

(Eeceived 24th.) 

Major-General Halleok, 

Wasfbington^ J). G. : 

Our position on the Weldon railroad now seems entirely secure. One 
division of infantry and the cavalry have been working south, de- 
stroying the road as they go. They met some opposition to-day from 
the enemy’s cavalry and were consequently further re-enforced. Pris- 
oners taken since the last repulse of the enemy repeat the report of 
W. H. E. Lee being mortally wounded, General Olingman losing a 
leg^ and General Sanders killed. These reports, however, may not be 
reliable. 

IT. S. GKANT, 

Lieutenant’ General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23j 1801 — 10,30 a, on. 

General Grant: 

I have nothing new to report tliis morning. Eeports from deserters 
and observed movements of the enemy led to the belief of the proba- 
bility of an attack on Mott’s front last night. Every preparation that 
was practicable was made to meet it. I have called on General War- 
ren for his views as to holding his present position with his own and 
the Mntli Corps extending to the plank road. It becomes a question on 
which I desfre your views, how far Miles’ division, Second Corps, should 
go down the railroad destroying it. This division is small, less than 
4,000 effectives, and has a brigade of cavalry about 1,000 strong. From 
reports of deserters there is reason to believe the enemy sent infantry 
down the railroad on Sunday night, and we know he has two divisions 
of cavalry available for opera tioius, besides troops now on the road that 
can be sent up from the south to meet Miles’ advance. In my judgment, 
therefore, Miles ought not to go beyond sux)port from Warren’s posi- 
tion, say Bowanty Creek, some ten miles, which point he will probably 
reach to-day. He has no artillery with him and it cannot be got over 
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to liiin aud lie cannot carry any trains or reserve ammunition. He 
sliould, tlierefore, return or be re-enforced. If Wai'ren replies he can 
take care of himself, and it is deemed the line from the plank road to 
the Appomattox is secure, G-ibboiPs division can be sent to Miles, and 
another bri^-ade of cavalry; but this is extending' very far and leaves 
no means of repairing any casualties should the enemy, by a successful 
movement, penetrate our line at any point. I should be pleased to 
have your instructions upon these points. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, 7u., August 33, 1864. 

Major-General Meade : 

The Eiehmond pai)ers of the 22d claim to have captured from War- 
ren on Saturday morning 2,700 iirisoners. Did Warren lose any such 
number^ ISTo report yet received shows it. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Axigust 38, 1864 — 10.45 a. m. 

General Grant; 

Warren’s official returns show as follows: August 18: Killed, 66; 
wounded, 478; missing, 392. August 19: Killed, 46; wounded, 218; 
missing, 2,457. General Warren was in hopes many of the above miss- 
ing were stragglers. It should be observed the above report is exclu- 
sive of the Niinth Corps, who also lost prisoners on the 19th. It is 
therefore probable the Eichmond papers are not far in error. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23, 1864 — 12 m. 


I have a dispatch from Warren advising me he has so strengthened 
his position he feels secure against any attack without the aid of the 
Second Corps. In deciding upon the movements of this corps (Second) 
an important consideration must be held in view — the present condi- 
tion of all but the main and old roads. All others, country and cross- 
roads, are impassable for artillery and wagons. The rain of last even- 
ing will, I fear, keep them so for some days, or until we have fair 
weather — a warm sun and drying winds. The question therefore of 
supplying any large force at a distance from the main army or carry- 
ing supplies enters into the expediency of movements. With pack- 
mules we can keep ui> supplies if the troops are not too far removed 
from the trains. The trains cannot be taken along. This dispatch is 
intended as a continuation of the one sent this a. m. asking your views. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Foet PowhATANj August 23, 1864 — 2.15 p. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

I think witli you it would be imprudent to send General Miles with 
his small force beyond the support of the main army to destroy the 
railroad. If we can hold our present position until the roads get in 
good order, Ord can be sent with the Eighteenth Corps and cavalry to 
complete the work if possible as far as Hicksford, at least so far as 
to inconvenience the enemy in hauling around the break, and so that it 
would take considerable time to repair it. 

U. S. GKANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Widoio 8mitWs Souse, August 23, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

General Grant : 

I have examined the line from the Strong house to Warren’s right. 
It can be held securely by two divisions of the Ninth CorpSj leaving 
two divisions in reserve. Warren can hold his line securely with three 
divisions, leaving him one in reserve. Under these circumstances, as 
Miles has had a skumish with the enemy’s cavalry, and from prisoners 
learned that a division of cavalry was in his ft-ont, I have ordered Gib- 
bon down to Eeams’ Station and sent Hancock down to take charge of 
the two divisions of infantry and the cavalry and to destroy the rail- 
road as far as practicable. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of tbe Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 23, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: A deserter from Forty-fourth North Carolina, Kirkland’s 
brigade, Heth’s division, who just arrived here, reports that he left his 
picket-line last night; that he was on picket on the Weldon railroad a 
short distance below the lead-works. He states that on Sunday 
night last his brigade marched back from Fifth Corps front to a posi- 
tion between the lead-works and Petersburg. Ho states that they 
are lying on the railroad near the city, and he thinks that aU of Heth’s 
division is in that vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. MCENTEE, 

Captain, t£o. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 23, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General : A deserter from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade, who came in 
x this morning, states that his brigade left the Weldon railroad on Sun- 
\ day night and marched back to their old position in the trenches. He 
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states that he straggled behind his regiment and did not catch up with 
it until about 10 a. ni. yesterday. All the troops, he states, which were 
on the line of Weldon railroad in front of Fifth Corps have fallen back 
around Petersburg. He states that he saw no troops between their 
lower line along railroad and the lead-works. They had all marched 
inside of breast-works north of lead-works. This man states that he 
saw several men (stragglers) along the raikoad inquiring for S(*ales’ 
brigade, and they stated that the brigade had gone olf in the night 
and left them behind. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTTEE, 

Gaptahi^ &c. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

Auguat 23^ 1864 — 5,30 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys,, 

Chief of I3taff: 

General : Two deserters from Eighth Alabama, Sanders’ brigade, 
who came into our lines this afternoon, report that their brigade is now 
lying in its old position in the trenches on the right of the plank road. 
The whole of Mahone’s division, they think, is in that immediate vicinity. 
They confirm the report of the death of General Sanders, and one of the 
men states that this morning he heard one of the officers of his regiment 
reading from Kichmond paper an account of the death of A. P. Hill, the 
result of a wound received in his side on Sunday last. The other man 
thinks the truth of this report doubtful, as he thinks he would have 
heard of it from other sources if it were true. NTeither of these men 
have been in service more than a month, and their information is 
consequently limited. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTTBE, 

Captain^ &c. 


Aucust 23, 1864. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Tree Station— a. m. 

All quiet. Enemy seems more numerous in front of this station than 
heretofore. Small party to work on fort on crest of the hill near large 
white house. This work is cut for two guns and nearly completed. 


Avert House Station. 

Nothing unusual observed from this point. Observed a small wagon 
train consisting of eight wagons passing in the rear of enemy’s posi- 
tion, moving toward enemy’s right. No movements of troops observed. 
Respectfully, 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant, 



422 


OPERATIONS IN SB. TA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIT. 


Headquarters Aeimy op the Potomac, 

Amjmt 23^ 1861 — 7 JO a. on, 

Major-deiieral Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch received from the phiuk-road 
station : 


7.30 A. u. 

The force at Weldon railroad occupy the same position as last evening. New 
works near fort on lino of railroad, mentioned in yesierday^s repoits, look as if the 
enemy had worked on them all night. They extend into the woods left of fort, south 
of the fort on the one side and on the other disappear in woods near the hri( k 
* house, and have assumed quite a lormidahle ai>pearance. The brick house is about 
half a mile or less fi^om the fort and toward Petersburg. No change in our imme- 
diate front, except about a dozen of tents being put up where small camp was broken 
up yesterday. All quiet. 

FULTON. 


Your obedient servant. 


B. P. PISHEE, 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Walthall House, Angitst 23^ 1864 — 9.45 a. on. 

Major Fisher: 

There is a large camp, as of troops in bivouac, at a point left of the 
Weldon railroad as seen from here and bearing south 40 degrees west. 
The line of it runs east and west, and there appears to be conwsiderable 
activity at that point. Two engines have been at the Weldon depot 
and one or naore at the Lynchburg depot since daylight. Steam rising 
over trees at Pocahontas indicates the presence of an engine at that 
place. 

0. L. DAYIS, 
Oaptam aoul Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Aoigooif 23j 1864 — 11.15 a. on. , 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff": 

General: The enemy are very busy fortifying in the vicinity of tlie 
Weldon railroad. In addition to the line of workvS roiiorted as being 
constructed on the east side of the railroad and crossing vsouth of the 
fort and extending westward, they are throwing up another line in the 
woods to the rear of the fort. The fort is located west oi* the railroad. 
There seems to be a slight increase in the number of the enemy in the 
line of intrenchments in our immediate front, but it is still (}om])ara- 
tively a weak line as regards the number of men in them. At 0.4d a. m. 
a train of seventeen wagons and two ambulances passed southward 
west of the Weldon railroad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, ‘ 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Gliief l:^lgnal Officer : 


AuauST 23, 1864 


Tree Station. 


FTo change this p. m. Our i)ickets have compelled the enemy to cease 
work on two-gun fort on the hill. Enemy hauling logs to the front. 
All quiet. 


Avery House Station. 

Thirty- four wagons have passed over road in rear of Petersburg since 
1 this p. m., moving toward enemy’s right. Ho movements of troops 
seen. This road is being almost constantly used by the enemy and 
think it is the same road seen from Lieutenant Duff’s station. All 
quiet. 

WAETS, 

Lieutenant, 


August 23, 1864. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac: 

This a. m. enemy’s signal station reports three regiments on drill 
near Cobb’s, and two regiments of cavalry going toward their front 
in Chesterfield. H o movements of the rebels observed to-day. W eather 
this p. m. very smoky. The line of rebels reported this a. m. south of 
Petersburg remained the same till the haze prevented them from being 
seen. 

FULLER, 

Lieutenant, 


Jordan House, August ^3^ 1864 — 4 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

Grood many stragglers seen this a. m. going toward Petersburg. Fif- 
teen wagons loaded with hay in bales, and about same number 
loaded with tops of trees, having the appearance of being cut for 
abatis, passing in same direction. A 20-i)ounder Parrott gun has 
disappeared from Archer’s battery. Wagons and ambulances have 
been passing both ways about the same as usual. 

T. R. CLARK, 

Acting Signal Officer. 


Jordan House, August 28 ^ 1864 . 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

Tour note requesting information in regard to stragglers received. 
The stragglers came from direction of Richmond, passed on road in 
rear of Whitehead’s Factory, and went in direction of Petersburg. 
They were infantry, and were seen from daylight to about 12 m. Hone 
this p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. E. CLARK, 

Captain and Acting Signal Officer. 
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AuauST 23, 1864 — 6.30 p. in. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

The enemy is building an angle to the four-guii battery to left of white 
house, facing to the left. There has been considerable stir among the 
enemy’s trains, but no general movement. Nothing else worthy of 
report. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

August 23, 1864 — 7 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee: 

No change visible in enemy’s position south of lead-works and near 
fort. All quiet. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Special Oedees, ) Wae Dept., Adjt. General’s Office, 

No. 278. j Washington, August 23, 1864. 

# # # « # # # 

23. Leave of absence for thirty days on surgeon’s certificate of disa- 
bility is hereby granted Brig, Gen. S. S. Carroll, XJ. S. Volunteers. 

m ^ ^ * m m * 

35. The Eighth U. S. Infantry, now serving in the Ninth Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, is hereby temporarily consolidated into four 
companies, A, B, C, and D. The commanding general Army of the 
Potomac is charged with the execution of this order. The officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the regiment, over and above the comple- 
ment required for duty with the companies, will report in person, with- 
out delay, to Brigadier-General Cooke, superintendent of general re- 
cruiting service, at New' York City, for assignment to duty on regimental 
recruiting service. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the 
necessary transportation, 

* * * • * « • 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

B. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqes. Armies of the United States, 

No. 78. ) City Point, Va., August 23, 1864. 

#***««* 

2. Commissaries of subsistence will sell subsistence stores to all citi- 
zens properly authorized to be within the lines of the armies operating 
against Richmond, who are not entitled to draw rations, such sales to 
be made in compliance with paragraph 1230, Revised Army Regula- 
tions. Citizens will not be allowed to purchase a greater amount of 
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stores than is required for tlieir own use, nor more than a supidy for 
ten days at any one time. The quartermaster’s department will also 
sell to such citizens forage in such quantities and at such rates as may 
be determined on by the chief quartermaster. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeyieral. 


Headquarters Ariviy op the Potomac, 

August 23^ 1864 — 9,50 a, m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


The commanding general desires me to say to you that the division 
destroying the railroad may be required to remain ui)on that work be- 
yond the time for which they are now supplied, and that arrangements 
for their sui)plies must be kept in view, and the supplies maintained. 
The division will not return without further dii'ections from these head- 
quarters. It should leave some force at Eeams’ Station to hold that 
point. It should not tor the present go farther than Eowanty Creek, 
six miles beyond Beams’ Station. 

A. A. HUMPHEEY8, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 23^ 1864. 

Official copy respectfully furnished the commanding officer First 
Division for his guidance. 

By order of Major-General Hancock; 

F. A. WALKEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 23^ 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have received your disx)atch regarding the command at Beams’ 
Station and have directed that your orders be carried out. 

WIKF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Blields Mouse^ Weldon Railroad^ August 23 j 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

So far as any information has been obtained concerning the character 
of the ground between here and the enemy’s intrenchments, it appears 
to be the best position to hold on the railroad. Unless something 
should occur changing the conditions now existing, this position will be 
held ) and as we shall not advance the commanding general directs that 
you send a division to aid in covering the party destroying the railroad, 
and at the same time to destroy the railroad. The working party 
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appears not to have effected much. General Gregg is ordered to cover 
the destruction of the railroad and picket the left. The Avorking party 
is about a mile south of this point, the Elick house. The commander of 
the division should take the direction of the destruction of the road. 
That party belongs to the quartermaster’s dei)artment. 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23^ ISGi — 11,80 a, m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

General Gregg was directed to send Spear’s brigade to your division 
on the railroad, instead of the regiment of cavalry with it this morning. 
General Gregg’s instructions of 10 a. m. have just been modified. He 
is now directed to concentrate his division at Kearns’ Station and hold 
that point and picket to Warren’s left and also to your division, de- 
stroying the railroad. General Miles need not therefore leg. ve any force 
to hold Beams’ Station. Colonel Spear’s brigade will continue with 
Miles. 


A. A. IIUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 18()i — 1^1,10 p, m. 


General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have just received your dispatch of 11.30. General 
MilCwS’ division will be sent at once to comply with the order. 1 have 
sent some messengers to see what is wrong with the telegraph wire. 


WINE’I) S. HAKCOCK, 

Major-General, 


headquarters Se(K)ni) Army Corps, 

Angt(st ^.7, 1861 — 7 p, m. 

General HuMPHREfs, 

Chief of Staff: 

‘ General : I inclose a eoinmuiiieation received from Colonel Spear, 
together with General Warren’s note inclosing it. I have directed 
General Barlow, if Colonel Spear holds the field as is stated, to have 
the rebel dead counted. This communication was rec*eiv(^d at 0.15 p. m. 

WHSTF’D S. IIABCOCK, 

Ma jor- Genera Comm andmg, 

[Tmlosuie ] 

llEADynA.llT10BS PlPTH CORPS, 

Avgmt 23, 186i — 5.30 jp. m. 

General Hancock: 

I telegraph you a dispatch just received from Colonel Spear, with my 
reply. Some prisoners he sends in say when they left they, the enemy, 
were falling back. 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 



Chap, LIT.] 


427 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — ^UNION. 

[Sub-inclosme ] 

IIeadquartebs Cavalry Brioade, 

In the Fields Augiiist j?6'6i — 3 j), m, 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I reported to General Miles 5 he assigned me to duty. I proceeded up 
the Burt [Vaughan f] road, and when opposite Eeams’ Station, on the 
right, encountered Haml)ton^s cavalry; hard fight; the enemy were ten 
times my number. I fought them one hour. Sent for re-enforcements; 
could get none. Hampton’s division had just arrived to join Lee. My 
loss is 8 killed, 32 wounded; Captain Sargent killed. I left dead on the 
field 184 rebels. I hold my own ; liave sent to General Gregg for help. 
He returned me word he had nothing to do with me. I then sent to 
General Miles; he sent me word he could give me but 100 men. The 
enemy are in strong force on my left. I can do great execution and 
rout them if I have one or two regiments of infantry. No one seems 
to assist me; can I not get it from General Warren? I am very pecu- 
liarly placed. My men are exhausted, but will protect General W arren’s 
left at all hazards. Where Generals Gregg and Miles have gone there 
is no enemy, but on my front is the force above stated. 

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

S. P. SPEAE, 
Colonel^ Commanding Cavalry, 


Headquarters Army of tbe Potomac, 

August 23^ 1864 — 7.15 m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

You did not send Warren’s reply to Colonel Spear’s report. I should 
like to see it. I desire you to call on Generals Gregg and Miles for an 
explanation of the charge made by Colonel Spear, that they declined 
to send him assistance when he asked for it. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Majo7'- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 
August 23^ 1864 — 7,25 p. m. (Eeceived 7.45 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

General Warren is temporarily absent. I send you his reply to 
Colonel Spear. 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Xncloszire ] 

* Headquarters Fifth Army Corps — 5.25 p, m. 

Colonel Spear, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Colonel: Major-General Warren dii-ccts me to say that you- are so 
far off that ho will be unable to send you infantry from his command. 
If you cannot hold your own, you will have to fall back on General 
Miles. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 23, 1861 — 7.30 p. w. 

General Humphrets, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General Miles Las worked up to within a mile of Reams’, The heavy 
rain has put out part of Lis fires. The enemy’s pickets arc at the 
Slater Louse, and General Miles’ pickets within 1,000 yards of them. 
General Gregg had ordered a regiment to drive them away from Reams’. 
Colonel Spear says he drove the enemy’s skirmishers on the Vaughan 
or Bohn road two miles toward Petersburg, where a bridge had been 
destroyed. He states that their infantry pickets extended to this point. 
The cavalry retired in the direction of Petersburg. Slater’s house is 
where the Vaughan road intersects the Reams’ Station road. Colonel 
Spear met nothing but cavalry. The rain Las made it impossible for a 
horseman to ride to the railroad by the route General Miles took to-day. 

WIOT’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-Qeneral. 


General Gregg pickets a mile 
crosses the Blackwater. 


and a half below where the plank road 


W. 8, H. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864 — 8,30 p. m. 

Major-General Meade : 

Your dispatch of 7.15 received. I inclose you a dispatch fi'om Gen- 
eral Warren, which was neglected to be inclosed by him at the time, 
and which was received afterward.* I had previously directed Gen- 
eral Barlow, who now commands Miles’ division, and General Gregg, 
to send out and ascertain the number of the enemy’s dead, if Colonel 
Spear held the field; and had directed that the road at a suitable place, 
where a swamp passes through it, be intrenched, in order to hold it. 
I will call upon General Miles and General Gregg for the explanation 
you desire. 

WINFH S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Corps, 

August 23, 1864 — 1,30 p. m. (Received 2 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, 

A,ssistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that a misapprehension seems 
to exist as to the progress made by tliis division in destroying the rail- 
road. On my arrival this morning the railroad was destroyed only to 
a i)oint about one mile north of Reams’ Station. I have sent a brigacle 
to Reams’ Station, which up to this time is unoccupied, and am destroy- 
ing the railroad south as fast as possible. General Gregg is co-oper- 
ating according to his orders, and is now with his command at Reams’ 
Station, and will occupy the station when we get farther south. The 


See 6.25 p. m., p. 427. 
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instructions juiat received from General Meade seem to imply that one 
division is entirely to the south of Eeams’ Station. It is still to the 
north of that point. Our communications are now best made by the 
plank road. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectftiUy, your obedient 
servant, 

FEANOIS C. BAELOW, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 28^ 1864 — 7 jg, m, 

Brigadier-General Barlow, 

Commanding First Division^ Second Corps : 

General : I inclose you a note just received from Colonel Spear 
together with one from General Warren.* General Gibbon’s division 
wfil be at the junction of the plank road with the road to Eeams’ Sta- 
tion to-night, and will proceed to Eeams’ Station at.daylight and hold 
possession there, together with your artillery. General Gregg is“ going 
to picket from General Warren’s left to cover that station and around 
toward the plank road. He will release your cavalry. You will continue 
the destruction of the railroad toward Eowanty Creek, and, if possible, 
as far as Stony Creek. 1 leave here at daylight to proceed to Beams’ 
Station to take command of all the troops there, including the cavalry. 
In the meantime, if you have any difficulty nearer to General Gibbon 
than I am, call upon him. I have instructed him to clear out the road 
toward Eeams’ Station if it is obstructed. General Gibbon has also 
been directed to obstruct the railroad near Eeams’ Station by felling 
trees across it, if it does not interfere with your march, to the rear or 
fi'ont. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIKP’D S. HAlsrCOCK, 
Major-Oeneralj Commanding. 

P. S, — ^Please ascertain by a staff officer, if practicable, the number 
of rebel dead on the field where Colonel Spear had the fight this after- 
noon. Colonel Spear says that the field is in his possession. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Barlow, 

Commanding First Division: 

General : The major-general commanding desires an explanation 
concerning the charge made by Colonel Spear in the report inclosed to 
you this evening, that he was unable to obtain support. The charge 
Avas made directly against General Miles, but as it is supposed you 
were in command of the division, the general directs that you either 
submit a report of all the circumstances yourself or call on General 
Miles for an explanation, afe the circumstances may warrant. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAN^, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


See pp. 426, 427. 
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Eeams’ Station, Aiigtist 23^ IbOi-SMH p- m, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel Walicer, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel : I have the honor to repoit that this division has destroyed 
the railroad to Eeams’ Station. I ha\e the division to-night in the 
rifle-pits on the Dinwiddio Court-House road, about one mile and a 
half from the railroad to the west. There has been skirmishing nearly 
all day between the brigade of Colonel Spear’s cavalry (assigned to 
my command), some of my infantry, an<I the enemy. Hampton Legion 
is reported to be in Colonel Spear’s iront farther to the soutli and left, 
one mile and a half irom the railroad, just about west of Eeams’ Sta- 
tion. General Gregg’s division has been quite heavily engaged this 
afternoon. The firing has been quite heavy. The cavalry have stood 
their ground and repulsed the enemy up to this time, though firing has 
just now ceased. It breaks out now and then aftesh. General Gregg 
has just informed me that his whole division has been engaged. He 
thinks the position a desirable one to hold and is afraid that from lack 
of ammunition he ipay have to withdraw his division to-night. He has 
intimated a desire to me to send a force to hold the position if he with- 
draws, but as my object is to destroy the raiftoad, I do not see the 
propriety of moving ofl* to hold a position one mile or more from the 
railroad, which can be turned and which has no importance as an as- 
sistant to the object for which I am sent here. In the morning, if 
things are quiet, I shall continue destroying the nailroad south. I have 
sent to General Gibbon for a battery, and if I am unable to obtain it 
there, shall send to corps headquarters for it to-night probably. 
Eespectfully, 

FEAKCI8 C. BAELOW, 

Brigad icr- General. 

P. S. — Infantry has occasionally been reported advancing on us, but 
I do not credit the report. 

P. C. B. 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

[August 23j 1864] — 10.30 p. m. 

General Barlow: 

The major-general commanding instructs me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your note of 8.08 p. in., and to say that your view of the 
object for which you are at work is correct; but that if the enemy’s 
resistance is so great as to prevent operations upon the railroad you 
will of course assist General Gregg’s cavalry until General Gibbon 
gets up either at your own place or at his, if safe in connection with your 
operations at Eeams’ Station, for it is not supjiosed tliat the railroad 
can be destroyed before the enemy are driven oft. General (xibbon has 
both your batteries, which you can call on at any moment. As Gen- 
eral Gregg is so heavily engaged it may modify somewhat the order 
concerning Colonel Spear until such time as the enemy’s resistance is 
removed. You had better Send back for ammunition if you are likely 
to need more. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

F. A. WALKEE, 

A ssistant Adjutant- General. 

(Copy to General Warren.) 
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Headquarters TmiiD Division, Second Corps, 

August 23 j 1861 — 7.20 ]). m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomac: 

General: Officers iu my front line report tlie enemy have taken 
down tents in the woiks and on the picket-line, and that something 
more than usual seems to be going on. It may be they are to be 
relieved by other troops. I have given orders for increased vigilance, 
and will report if anything transpires that will be of service to the 
major-general commanding. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 23^ 1864. 

Col, K. McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel: In case of an attack on the First Brigade, yon will be 
prepared to move with year whole force to General De Trobriand’s 
support. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOHK HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 23^ 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

I have all my command at work straightening out the lines, putting 
in flanking batteries, slashing, and constructing abatis. I have no 
doubt I can get along now under any attack without the assistance of 
the Second Corps, so that that force can be used anywhere else. I am 
also completing the destruction of the railroad toward Petersburg. 
All is quiet here. 

G, K. WABBEN, 

2Iajor- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

Can you not, now that the line from the Strong house is completed, 
hold your position securely with only the Ninth Corps by making this 
line as strong as possible with slashings, abatis, &c.? It could be held 
with the colored division and one of white troops, having two divisions 
of white troops available as reserves. Also strengthening the Fifbh 
Corps line with abatis, &c., would preserve portions of it. Deserters 
last night say Mahone returned night before last to the trenches near 
the plank road. I think the enemy did abandon offensive movements, 
but he may resume them. It is important to destroy as much as pos- 
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sible of tlie railroad, aud I desire to send the other division of the 
Second Corps to assist in this work, as the enemy may send cavalry 
and infantry around your position to obstruct and defeat this work. 
Let me have your views as soon as possible. 

CEO. C. MEADE, 

Major- General, 


General Warren: 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 23^ 1801 — 10 a. m. 


The commanding general desires me to say that you must look out 
for your right flank in advancing. General Parke will be directed to 
advance the pickets of his line with yours. You will, of course, direct 
Colonel Spear to advance his cavalry pickets and su])ports on your 
left, if General Gregg has notcome upand taken command of the cavalry. 
Ilis instructions require him to advance correspondingly with you. 
Have him advised of whatever may be necessary for him to know from 
your command to enable him to carry out his orders. Have an under- 
standing with Parke, who is now on his line. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23y 1861 — 5,30 jg. m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

I am instructed to inform you that General Gibbon’s division will be 
moved to Beams’ Station to-night to support Barlow’s in the operation 
of destroying the railroad as far as Eowanty Creek. General Gregg, 
who was directed to concentrate his division of cavalry at Beams’ to- 
day and picket to your left and in front of Barlow’s division, Avill 
receive his instructions from General Hancock. He will keep you 
advised of any movement of the enemy. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
August 23, 1861 — 6,15 p, m, (Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Army Corps: 

General : Your dispatch inclosing Colonel Spear’s received. Your 
reply to Colonel Spear did not accompany. Colonel Spear was under 
the orders of the commanding officer First Division, engaged in destroy- 
ing the railroad. I heard a half hour ago that General Miles had sent 
two companies to Colonel Spear, and that he had a skirmish with 
Hampton Legion. General Gibbon’s division will camp to-night on the 
plank road, where the Beams’ Station road intersects, and will move to 
Beams’ at daylight. I do not know Colonel Spear, 'but am glad he 
killed so many lebels, and hoi)e he may get off their wounded, which 
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must be in bis bands. Gregg's eavaby is under my orders, and I shall 
be at Eeams^ at an early hour to-morrow. I shall have Gregg cover 
your left around as far as Eeams’, holding particularly the road coming 
in from Petersburg two miles to your left, which I have heard called the 
Bohn [Vaughan] road. I suppose this is the road Colonel Spear calls 
the Burt road. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

WINF’D S. HAKCOOK, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

Aiigmt 23^ 1861. (Eeceived 7.45 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adj^itant- General : 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I am notified from my 
vedette on the top of the house in the corn-field that the enemy^s camp 
fires are to be wseen about one mile and a half in the direction of the 
road 5 also camp to the (our) left of the road, on the prolongation of the 
line of the first above mentioned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYEES, 

Brigad i er- Genera ?, Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 23, 1864 — 8 p, m. 

[Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Ass istant AdJ utant- Genera I : j 

Colonel : The raih-oad has been destroyed to a point opposite the 
white house beyond our picket-line about 250 yards. The ties have 
been burned and the rails bent up to the picket-line. Beyond that point 
the road hiis been turned over. The enemy’s cavalry appeared at the 
cap of the woods whilst we were at work near the house. They were 
fired upon and retired. As before reported the enemy’s works beyond 
the corn-field on the right are occupied by his forces. His pickets come 
to the cap of the woods in which our pickets now are. The ground was 
thoroughly searched, and all arms, &c., brought away. The men in 
camp near that part of the road previously destroyed are using the 
rails for various purposes in their camps. The tievS still remain. 

Very respectlnlly, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 
Brigadier- General, Goiimiandmg. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Fred. T, Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that eleven rebel dead were 
buried by the men on the picket-line, on the night of the 21st instant, 
which were not included in my report. This will make up the number 
buried in front of the division seventy-six. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWD. S. BEAGG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

AngtiHt 28^ 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corj>8j Onrley House: 

The commanding general desires to know the condition of your lines 
from the Strong house to Warren’s right, whether the slashing is suf- 
ficiently extended to the front to render it impenetrable to any body 
of men. The line thus completed might be held thinly, with reserves 
at intervals, free communi(‘ation between which and all parts of the 
line should be opened. All the remaining available force of your com- 
mand should be concentrated on the left for co-operation with the Fifth 
Corps. The commanding general desires to know what part of your 
command will be required to hold your line in this manner, and what 
disposition you have made or are making in view of it. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

Atigust 28^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

Yours of 10 a. m. received. I have now on thelinefrom Strong’s house 
to Warren’s right three divisions — ^Ferrero’s, Potter’s, and White’s. 
The slashing, ab^atis, and iiaraiiet are not entirely completed, but nearly 
so. The heavy rain of last evening interfered seriously with our work. 
Willcox is now in reserve and I hope soon to withdraw White. I will 
have a detailed report of the condition in front of Ferrero, and if, as I 
think, it is very strong I certainly can withdraw White. I propose 
erecting epaulements for guns, one in the front of the line that Griffin’s 
brigade was at work on yesterday evening, and another in front of 
Ferrero, opposite an open space. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Speciad Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Second Div., 9th Army Corps, 

No. 90. j Near Weldon Railroad^ Va.^ August 23, 1864. 

I. The Forty-eighth Eogiment Pennsylvania Yolunteers is hereby 
restored to the First Brigade of this division, and the commanding offi- 
cer will report accordingly. 

II. The Second New York Mounted Eifles is hereby transferred from 
the Fmst to the Second Brigade of the division, and the commanding 
officer will report accordingly. 

^ ^ 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAMUEL WEIGHT, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 

Brigadier- General Ferrero, 

Commandhig Fourth Division: 

General: The major-general commanding the army has visited a 
portion of your line and expresses the opinion that the men were not 
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in condition to meet any sudden advance of the enemy; that most of the 
men were without their accouterments. At least half of the men of the 
different regiments should be on duty all the time and ready to receive 
an attack, and pickets and vedettes should be posted sufficiently far out 
to warn the whole command. The regimental commanders do not fully 
realize the importance of their trust, and they should be instructed. I 
think it would be well that your inspector and those of the brigades 
should visit the lines frequently and see that these suggestions are car- 
ried out. This is not written with any desire to lind fault, but sug- 
gested as a matter of instruction and precaution. 

Very respectfully, yoiu: obedient servant, 

JKO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 23^ 1861 — 8.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

General Miles’ division is moving to Beams’ Station with one regi- 
ment of cavalry. Is it required that more cavalry shall operate with 
him, or shall the cavalry be kept concentrated on the left of the Sec- 
ond Corps in the interval between it and General Miles’ division? I 
have one brigade a mile north of Beams’ Station, where the road to 
Dinwiddie Court-House strikes off A portion of the cavalry is out 
of forage and it is impracticable to supply it here. 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Axigust 23^ 1864 — 9.10 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Gregcl 

Commanding Cavalry: 

(Tlirough Headquarters Fifth Corps.) 

Your dispatch of 8.30 a. m. is received. The change of circumstances 
since the order of yesterday renders it desirable that a brigade of cav- 
alry shall accompany the division destroying the railroad. You will 
please give directions accordingly. The remainder of your cavalry in 
that quarter should be concen&ated on the left, covering that flank, 
and held ready to operate as circumstances may require. The animals 
of your supply train must be used to bring up forage. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General md Chief of Staff- 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 23^ 1864 — 9.55 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Greog*, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

(Through Headquarters Fifth Corps.) 

The commanding general suggests that you send Colonel Spear’s 
brigade with the division destroying the railroad. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Atfgust 28^ 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Brigadier- General GreGtO, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Upon furtlier consideration the commanding general directs that 
yon concentrate your cavalry at Eeams^ Station, and hold that point, 
picketing from there to Warren’s left, and also from Beams’ Station to 
the infantry division destroying the railroad. That divivsion will not 
leave any part of its force at Beams’ Station, and Spear’s brigade will 
remain with the division. Until further ordered it will not go beyond 
Bowanty Creek. Hold in view the contingency of additional infantry 
being joined to Miles’ command, and, in conjunction with your division 
of cavalry, moving beyond Bowanty Creek to destroy the railroad still 
farther south. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Widotc Smithes HoiisCj August 23^ 1864 — 5.30 jg. m. 
Brigadier-General Greoo, 

Commanding Canalry: 

I am instructed to inform you that Major-General Hancock will move 
Gibbon’s division to Beams’ Station to-night and assume command of 
the operations upon the Weldon railroad. You will receive your orders 
from him, carrying out the instructions already given you unless other- 
wise ordered. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


^ Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

August 23^ 1864 — 9.30 jg. m. (Beceived 11.45 p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I became engaged with the enemy’s cavalry this p. m. at 
4.30 on the road from Beams’ Station to Diuwiddie Court-House and 
about one mile and a half from Beams’. The enemy displayed a large 
force dismounted, certainly more than a division. The fight lasted 
until nearly 9 o’clock. The enemy displayed his force in open country 
and was repulsed in every attack made upon me. The enemy retired 
from my front at about 9 o’clock. The enemy were principally armed 
with muskets, but I do not think there were any infantry present. 
The action was severe and we hold our position. My loss in killed and 
wounded will not exceed 75. 

D. McM. GBEGG, 

Brigad ier- General. 


City Point, Va., August 23^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding j &c. : 

You may now send the Tenth Corps, or as much of it as can be spared 
jfrom Bermuda Hundred, to relieve as far as possible the Eighteenth 
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Corps. Wlien the Eighteenth Corjps is relieved let them go into camp 
on the high ground in rear of their present position. So long as we 
hold the Weldon road it is prudent for us to keep all the force we can 
south of the Appomattox. 

U. S. GEANT, 
LieiitenayiP General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and hToRTH Carolina, 

Avgust 1804 — 12,35 p, on. (Eeceived 1 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Telegram received. I will immediately proceed to relieve the Eigth- 
eenth, division by division, and encamp that corps as a reserve, so that 
fewer men can hold the trenches than if they were not so encamped. 

BENTJ. F. BUTLEE, 

^lajo r- General^ Comonandi ng. 


City Point, Avgiist 23, 1864. 

Lieutenant Davenport, 

General Bottler^ s Staff: 

Prisoners from Hoke, Johnson, Heth, and Mahoneys divisions yester- 
day, and deserters this morning from Finegan^s brigade, agree that on 
Sunday night the ti'oops in front of General Warren fell back to their 
old iiositions in the trenches. They admit that everything they dared 
spare was taken from the lines to drive us off the Weldon railroad. 
They admit the completeness of their repulse, and there are evidences 
that their loss must have been very considerable. General Sanders 
was killed on Sunday. General W. H. F. Lee shot through the lungs 5 
since reported dead. General Clingman lost a leg, and reported mor- 
tally wounded. Have you anything on the foregoing points, or to show 
the enemy’s i)osition yesterday and to-day along your entire line*? 

SHAEPE. 

Colonel, 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yiroinia and lijToRTH Carolina, 

Office Bureau of Information, 

In tlie Field, August 23, 1864. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Deserters report all of Field’s division, save Benning’s brigade, on 
the north side of the James. They think that brigade has gone to 
Petersburg. Pickett is in our front entire. There appears some reason 
for believing that all of Wilcox’s division has gone to Petersburg, 
although about one or two brigades there is some conflict of statements. 

JOHNT L DAYEKPOET, 

Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant ProvosPMarsJial, 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department op Ya. and N'. 0., 

No. 96. J Fortress Monroe^ Ya,^ August :186i. 

The following is promulgated for the infonnatiou of this command: 

State op New Hampshire, 

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundied and sixty-four. 
Besolved hy the Senate and Souse of Itepresentatives in General Court convened : 
That the grateful thanks of the State of New Hampshire are hereby presented to 
Brig. Gen. Gilman Marston for the patriotic devotion and conspicuous gallaufry by 
which he has won for himself imperishable fame, and reflected honor ux)ou the State 
of his nativity. 

Besolved, That the Secretary of Staie be diret tod to forward a coi\y of these resolu- 
tions to Brigadier-General Mars! on, and a like copy to the eomTiinnding oilicer of 
each regiment of New Hampshire volunteers in the field, to be lead ai; the head of 
their respective commands. 

WILLIAM E. CHANDLER, 
Spealcr of the House of Bepresentatives. 

‘ CHARLES H. BELL, 

President of the Senate. 
JOSEPH A. GILMORE, 

Governor. 

By command of Maj. Gen. B. ]?. Butler: 

R. S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes. Dept, of Virginia and Rorth Carolina, 

August 33, 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

Will you ride over -witli me to meet General Ord and consult with 
Mm about relieving tbe Eighteenth Corps with a portion of the Tenth? 
We will leave my headquarters at 3.30 p. m. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding T&nth Army Gor;ps: 


General: I transmit herewith rebel colors taken by the forces 
under your command the 16th instant, that the same may he for- 
warded to the headquarters of the Armies of the United States through 
the department commander. I have also requested Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dent, aide-de-camp, to turn over to you the three colors captured by 
your command on that date, and delivered to him by me the same day. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

WIRFD S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

_ No. 104. ) In tlie Meld, August 23, 1864. 

******* 

4. Pursuant to instructions from department headquarters, all detach- 
ments of the Thii'd Pennsylvania Artillery now doing duty on General 
Turner’s line are hereby relieved, and will report to-day to Brig. Gen. 
C. K. Graham, commanding Naval Brigade. 
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8. Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster, commanding Third Brigade, First Divis- 
ion, is hereby temporarily assigned to the command of the Second 
Division during the absence of Brigadier-General Turner. He will 
turn over his brigade to the next senior officer. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjiitant- General. 


Headquarters Btg-hteenth Army Corps, 

Angust 23^ IHGi — a. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

NTo lights reported in my front. Signal rockets seen early in the 
evening, but not reported since. Dcvserters just in report no change 
where they have been since yesterday morning. 

E. O. G. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 23^ 1864 — 6 a. ui, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The following is just received: 

Headquarters First Division, Eighteenth Corps, 

August ^3, 1864, 

Maj. Theo. Read, 

Assistant Adjuiani-General, Mgliteenih Corps: 

I have the honor to report that the officer commanding the pickets reports that a 
large body of the enemy are moving toward the left of the line. 

Very respectfully, 

J. B. CARR, 

R? igadier-Genet'ul, 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 23y 1864 — 6.30 a. on. 

General Humphreys: 

I have my little reserves under arms since daylight, and thi’ee bat- 
teries harnessed in my rear. Shall I let them return to camp? 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aoigust 23^ 1864. 


Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteeoith Coo^ps : 


Yes; let them return to camp. 


A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major- Geneo'al and Chief of Staff. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Ii^Torth Carolina, 

August 23j 1864 — 12.40 d^oloelc. 

Will General Ord meet General Birney and myself at liis head- 
quarters at 5 t). m,? We will endeavor to be punctual. 

B. F. BUTLEE. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 

General Butler: 

I will be at General Birney’s headquarters at 5 o’(*loek, as you re- 
quest. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 23, 1864. 


General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Butler sent for me to meet him at General Birney^s at 5 p. m., 
and I am about leaving. General Oarr will be notified if anything 
occurs. 

E. O. 0. OED, 
Major-General of Vohmteers. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

Aiigust 23, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding Division: 

General : General Mott thinks that some move is going on in his 
front. As it is possible that the enemy are massing for an attack upon 
the trenches in that quarter (Mott is next to our left) you will have 
your reserves under arms at daylight this morning. Notify your di- 
vision to be on the alert. Send staff officers along the different por- 
tions of your line to keep you informed of any move of the enemy, and 
prepare by every means to repel an attack. 

By order of Major-General Ord: 

S. S. SEWAED, 

Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Augmt 23, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding Second Division : 

Geisteral : The general commanding directs that you withdraw one- 
fourth of the men in trenches to give them rest. This in addition to those 
already put, who will relieve them in trenches as far as possible; the 
whole force to be stretched out so as to make the line continuous and 
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uniform. Tlie execution of tliiwS order is discretionary, depending upon 
tlie movements of the enemy, if any, since the last report that they were 
moving toward their right. 

I have the honor to be, general, with resnect, your^pbedient servant, 

S. S. SEWAED, 

Major and Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

AugnU 23^ 1804, 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr : 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to sa;^ 
that you can allow your reserves to go into camp, keei)ing them ready 
for any call. 

Very respectfully, 

THEOBOEE EEAD, 
AHslatant Adjutant- OeneraJ, 


Oeetce op Assistant Provost-Marshal, 

(hunicoek^ T7o, August 23^ 1864, 

Maj. Frank J. White, 

Provost-Marshal, EasUnlle, Ya,: 

Major: Eeliable information has been received by a refugee just 
from Northumberland .County, Va., that five small-class vessels are 
now fitted out, with about 300 men, with avowed pui'pose of making a 
raiil on Tangier and Smith’s Islands or other points on this shore. I 
would ask that Lieutenant Throckmorton, with liis slooi), be sent back 
at once to cruise in this sound, to report to me that I may increase his 
force. 

Eespectfiilly, 

J. W. STEONG, 

lAeutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal, 


City Point, Ya., August 2i, 1864 — 10,30 m. 

(Eeceived 25th.) 

Major-General Halleok, 

Wash ingtouj P. 0. : 

Yesterday evening the enemy engaged our cavalry which was pro- 
tecting the party destroying railroad near Beams’ Station. General 
Gregg was about one mile and a half west from the station and main- 
tained his position, the light lasting from 4.30 p. m. till 9 p. m. He 
reports his loss at seventy-live. Earlier in the iltternoon Colonel Spear, 
commanding biigade of ivautz’s cavalry, had a sharp engagement with 
the enemy’s cavalry on the Yaiighan road, near Beams’ Station, and, 
notwithstanding largely superior forces against him, maintained his 
ground, inflicting heavy loss on the enemy. He reports over 180 of the 
enemy’s dead left upon the field. The road is now thoroughly destroyed 
to Eeains’ Station j the force on the road was largely re-enforced last 
night, and will Jiush on the work. I send to-day a Eichmond paper of 
the 23d, directed to the Secretary of War. You will see from that that 
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^reat despondency was caused by tlie last adair on the Weldon road. 
In Rickmond they liave reports of five generals being killed in that 
action, but the death, of but two of them (Sanders and Lamar) is posi- 
tively confirmed. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


IIeadqttarters Army of the Potomao, 

Auf/ust a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Late last night I received a dispatch from General Gregg reporting 
that he had been engaged with his whole cavalry force with the 
enemy^s cavalry, about one mile and a half west of Reams^ Station, on 
the Dinwiddle Court-House road. General Gregg maintained his 
ground, the fight lasting from 4,30 p. m. till 0 p. m., with reported casu- 
alties about 73. Earlier in the aft<Tnoon Colonel Spear, commanding 
brigade, Kautz’s division, had a vsharx) (-ngagrinont with the enemy’s 
cavalry on the Bond [Vaughan?] road, also in the vicinity of Reams’ 
Station, on which occasion, notwithstanding the largely superior force 
of the enemy, Colonel Spear held his ground, iuHicting heavy loss, he 
reporting over 180 of the enemy’s dead on tin* field. The infantry di- 
vision of the Second Corps had reached Reams’ Station, thoroughly 
destroying the railroad up to that point. It will be joined early this 
morning by the Second Division, when General Hancock will take 
charge of the whole command, infantry and cavalry, and push the 
work of destruction as far as, in his judgment, it is practicable and ex- 
pedient to go. On the rest of the lines under Iny charge all was quiet. 
Major-General Ord reports the desertion to the enemy of a man who 
was believed to have been collecting information. 

GEO. (}. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, August 1 SG 4 — 10,50 a, m, 

Maior-General Meade : 

Richmond xiapers of yesterday show" gTeat despondency over the 
affair on the Weldon road, and report five generals killed, but only know 
positively of two of them, Sanders and Lamar, being actually dead. 
They seem to be unable to learn anything ofiicial of the affair, but have 
to depend entirely upon citizens going from Petersburg to Ricihmond for 
information. They say, however, we have not seen the end of that 
affair yet. 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

August 1864 — 11,30 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Deserters and prisoners have reported the wounding of the following- 
named Confederate generals in Warren’s affair: W. H. E. Lee, Cling- 
man, Sanders, and Harris. If to these is added Lamar, reported dead 
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in tlie Eiclimond papers, it would just make five. There is no doubt 
the enemy suffered severely in his attacks on the 21st. A deserter told 
me his brigade (Kirkland^s) had lost 300 men. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Ariviy of the Potomac, 

Aiigiisi 24,^ 186i, 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Following telegram forwarded for your information: 


llEAl^QUAUTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS, 

August 34, 1864. 


Major-General Meade: 

The following additional report lias jnst been received from Colonel Robeiis: 


^'The tioops reported as having stacked arms m hue opposite my brigade front 
have withdrawn their right somewhat to seek shelter in the adjoining woods fiom 
the shells thrown hy oiir batteries. There aie tAvo stand of colors visible along the 
stacks and the men iire building tires, as if x>i‘eparing their meal.” 


From the above it does not appear i)i‘ebable that the enemy fire massing in my 
fi'ont with a view to attack. 


E. O. C. ORD, 
Major-General. 


GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, 


City Point, August 24^ 1864—1,80 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

A division of the Tenth Corps was yesterday ordered to Ord^s sup- 
l)ort. General Grant has telegraphed to inquire if it is on the road 
and to harry it up. Tell Mott to be vigilant and have any reserve he 
may have ready to co-operate with Orel. In case of an attack notify 
Ord. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., August 24.^ 1864 — noon. 

(Received 6,10 a. m. 25th.) 


M. C. Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General ; 

Cavalry horses are needed to mount dismounted men. I will inform 
you shortly how many, as soon as Generals Gregg and Kautz can be 
heard from. I had asked for 500, i)art of which had beeu received. 
Please cause more to be sent at ouce, if ])ossible. Both these generals 
are doing successful fighting on the Weldon road, and if kept well sup- 
plied now with horses may be able soon to strike the Danville road, 

RUFUS INGALLS, 
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IIeabquartebs Army of the Potomac, 

A'ng%ist 1864 — 9,30 a. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General.: The following dispatch received from the plank road 
station: 

The enemy at the Weldon railroad occupy the same position they did yesterday and 
the day before. They continue to work upon their intrenchments at that point. A 
party is also at work on the fort or large redoubt in that vicinity. All quiet at 
other points in the oueniy’s lines visible from this station. 

ir. W. FULTON. 

The forces seen south of the lead-works, according to report received 
yesterday from the officer at the Walthall house, are the wsaine referred 
to above. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Plank Eoab Signal Station, 

August 2i^ 1804 — 11 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 9.40 a column of cavalry numbering about 500 came out of woods 
north of large fort on Weldon railroad, passed southward on the east 
side of fort and took a southwesterly direction, disappearing in woods. 
Enemy working on a new line of works connecting with the main line 
works in the vicinity of the lead-works and extending southward on 
the east side of railroad, apparently to connect with new works men- 
tioned in former reports. 

H. W. FULTOIf, 

Sergeant. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following rebel signal 
message intercepted by the officer at the Jordan house: 

Important.] 

Colonel Brent : 

Colonel Jordan reports the enemy in heavy force on our right in his front, near 
Swift Creek. From our point of observation wo have just seen four regiments of 
infantry pass o])en space to our left of CobFs going to their fi’ont in Chesterfield, 
Bermuda Hundred road. Gun-boat a little above Point of Rocks. Gun-boat and 
steamer just gone down the river. 

B., 

Sei'geant at C. 

(Same to Colonel Guyon [Gwynn] and A. B.) 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

Acting Chief Signal O-fficer. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 24^ 1864 — 4.25 j). m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: The following dispatch received from the plank road 
station: 


At 12 m. 700 infantry, with guns (muskets, I suppose) and knapsacks, appeared from 
the woods in front of our line, moving in direction of Weldon railroad, and disap- 
peared in woods near large fort west of railroad. A fatigue party of 300 men, with 
picks and shovels, came out from vicinity of lead-works at 11.30 a. m., moved 
southward on railroad, and joined the working party in the woods on the right of 
the fort near the railroad. At 2.30 p. m. a column of infantry, numbering between 
3,000 and 4,000 men, appeared from the woods, in the vicinity of the fort, along the 
Weldon railroad and moved southward on line of Weldon railroad. A battery of 
four pieces headed the column. At the same time another column of infantry, num- 
bering about 3,000, came to the east side of the fort, and after remaining a half 
hour returned in the same direction (westward) from which they came. About 
forty wagons and twenty-five ambulances moved westward on the same road in 
several trains. 

FULTON. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, ■ 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


AuausT 24, 1864—5.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer ^ Army of the Potomac : 

During tlie last hour I have observed in an open space southwest from 
me, and about half a mile from lead- works in Petersburg, four regi- 
ments of infantry moving from and out of Petersburg and in direction 
of their right. Soon after saw one regiment in same open space moving 
from their right and into Petersburg. 

Eespectfully, yours, &c., 

F. FULLEE, 

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 21^ 1861 — 6.22 p. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch just received from plank road 
station: 


5.30 p. M. 


A column of infantry, consisting of four reghnents, moved toward Petersburg on 
Weldon railroad and disappeared from our view near the lead-works. A.column 
of infantry, extending a mile and a quarter in length, four files deep and well closed 
up, came from the direction of Petersburg on road west of Weldon railroad, passed 
on the east side of the fort— the fort about a mile south of the lead-works — and 
filed westward, disappearing in woods. Fifteen minutes afterward another column, 
numbering about 2,000, came [over] the same road from Petersburg and followed 
road runnxng southward on line of Weldon railroad. Sixty-six wagons and seven- 
teen ambulances preceded the first column, goiag westward, 

FULTON. 


Very respectfully, your 


obedieut servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Auoust 24, 1804— 6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher. 

Chief Signal Officer ^ Army of the Potomac: 

The enemy have mounted one gam in the new angle of four-gun fort 
reported last night. Everything imusually quiet in enemy^s lines all 
day. ISo stir of account among trains. 

A. G. JOEDANT, 

Sergeant, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 24.^ 1864 — 6,30 ]), m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I learn from a report received from the Walthall house 
station that the four regiments reported by the plank road station as 
going toward Petersbui'g, after passing the lead-works, moved out 
toward their lines south or southeast from the cityj one regiment into 
the city from their right. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


SroNAL Station, 

Near TV P. Pavis^ House, August 21, 1861 — 7 p. m, 
Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac: 

I can see the lead-works from the station that 1 established. The 
enemy are engaged upon a line ol‘ Avorks almost south of lead-works, 
about 600 or 700 yards therefrom, and running from thence east across 
the railroad. They have a large iiarty employed ui)on it. 

GEO. J. GLAEKE, 

Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomacj, 

August 24, 1861 — 7.15 p. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch received from the plank road 
station: 

At 6 p. m, a heavy column of infantry, throo-qnari ore of a mile in length, appeared 
in vicinity of lead-works, coming from direction of Petersburg on road west of 
Weldon railroad, passed east of largo fort, and continued southward on lino of Weldon 
railroad. Twelve ambulances, ten wagons, and two carriages followed the column. 
The force working on new line of wortes along the railroad is not more than one- 
third as largo as this morning. Two batteries of artillery accompanied the columti, 

H. W. FULTON. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office, 

IS’o. 279. i WasMiigton, 1864. 

* * 4 # JlP # * 

22. Second Lieut. J. A. Kress, Ordnance Department, is hereby re- 
lieved from duty at Fort Monroe Arsenal, and will report in person, 
without delay, to Major-General Butler, commanding Department of 
Virginia and Korth Carolina, to relieve First Lieut. A. Mordecai, Ord- 
nance Department. 

23. Capt. J. M. Linnard, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers, 
is assigned to duty on the stafr* of Brig. Gen. Eegis de Trobriand, U. S. 
Volunteers, commanding First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, 
and will immediately report in person to General De Trobriand for 
orders. 

24. Col. P. P. Pitkin, Quartermaster's Department, recently ap- 
pointed chief quartermaster of the depot at City Point, Va., will at 
once enter upon the duties of his office, and report by letter to the 
Quaj:*termaster-General TJ. S. Army, also to Brigadier-General Ingalls, 
chief quartermaster of the armies operating before Eichmond. 

# # •» it: # # # 

26. Batteries C and E, Second U. S. Artillery, are hereby tempo- 
rarily consolidated. Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, inspector of artillery, 

Washington, D. C., is charged with the execution of this order. 

####### 

28. CoLE. C. Webster, Quartermaster’s Department, isherebyrelieved 
from duty at Kew Berne, hT. C., and will report in person without delay 
to the commanding general Department of Virginia and Korth 
Carolina, to relieve Col. Herman Biggs in his duties as chief quarter- 
master of that department. Colonel Biggs will turn over to Colonel 
Webster all public property and funds now in his possession, and give 
him all instructions pertaining to the Department of Virginia and 
Horth Carolina. 

29. On being relieved from his duties in the Department of Virginia 
and Korth Carolina, Col. Herman Biggs, Quartermaster’s Department, 
will report in person without delay to the Quartermaster-General U. 
S. Army, to enter upon his duties as inspector. 

^ ^ * * * * * 

By order of Secretary of War* 

E. D. TOWHSEKD, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Ho. 228. ) August 24^ 1864, 

2. Leave of absence is granted to the following-named officer: Brig. 
Gen. Francis C. Barlow, First Division, Second Anny Corps, for 
twenty days, on surgeon’s certificate of disability. 

* # # J(: # # # 


By command of Major-General Meade: 


S, WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augiist 24^ 1864 — 12,30 a. m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Gommmding Second Corps: 

Your dispatch of 11.40 p. m. is received. The commanding general 
desires me to say that the instructions to General Barlow are approved.^ 
The enemy must be disposed of before the road can be destroyed. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Glihef of Staff,, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
August 24j 1861 — 10,30 a, m, (Received 2.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade: 

General Gibbon is occupying the intrenchments here and General 
Miles pushing on with the destruction of the railroad. His left is about 
one mile and a quarter beyond the station. The enemy show no force, 
retiiing as we advance. Their cavalry, which was here in heavy force 
yesterday, all reported to have retired about an hour since. They held, 
and still hold, the fork of the Dinwiddie and Reams’ Station road and 
stage road. Their vedettes are still opposite ours on this road. The 
cavalry picket from here over to Gary’s Church on the plank road. 

WmWD S. HANCOOK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Grant.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 21, 1861 — 6' i?. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The road is destroyed for about three miles and a half beyond 
Reams’. Rowaiity is still two miles or so beyond. General Miles’ 
division is behind the intrenchments here to-night. General Gibbon’s 
division will continue the work to-morrow. The enemy’s cavalry have 
been very quiet to-day. General Gregg tells me that they are at the fork 
of the roads, as described in dispatch of this a. m. My men are much 
fatigued. General Miles reports his men as tired out. They have not 
recovered from the fatigue of their late marches. General Gibbon will 
be separated some three or four miles from here to-morrow. He can, 
however, in case of need, fall back on the plank road, if the enemy 
should ai)pear in force on some of the roads between him and Reams’. 
A negro, who came in to-day, says they are expecting us at Dinwiddie 
Court-House, and their cavalry appear to be watching the roads in 
that direction principally. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


* See Walker to Barlow, 23<1, 10.30 p. lu., p. 430. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 21^ 186i — 8,20 m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commandhig ISecond Gorjgs^ Reams’^ Station: 

Signal officers report large bodies of infantry passing south from their 
intrenchments by the Halitax and Vaughan roads. They are probably 
destined to operate againsr General Warren or yourself— most pi*obably 
against your oi)erations. The commanding general cautions you to 
look out for them. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 11 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

Your dispatch is received. The signal officer does not say about 
how many men he observed, nor the time. If the enemy have sent any 
considerable force to operate against me, 1 do not care about separating 
my force so far. Eowanty is now reported by citizens to be eight miles 
fi'om here. 

WINFD S. HAIsTCOOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 2ij 1864 — 2.30 p, m. 


Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Rlrision, Second Corps: 

General : General Ord reports that a body of 5,000 of the enemy 
have taken ux) a position in rear of their lincvS opposite hivS left division, 
and he apprehends an attack to-day or to-night. A division of Tenth 
Corps was ordered yesterday to his suppoi't. The commanding general 
desires you to be vigilant, and to be preiiared to co-operate with Gen- 
eral Ord, in the event of his being attacked, with any reserved force 
you may have, 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


I 

i Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

August 24^ 1864. 

The troops will be formed in the rear line and be prepared for any 
movement at mementos notice, in accordance with the above. Great 
vigilance is required. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 

29 R R— VOL KLIX, PT IT 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 24j 1864 — SAG m, 

Brigadier-Goneral Mott, 

Commanding Division^ Second Corps: 

General Ord reports that the troops mentioned in his previous report 
(about 5,000 in number, who threatened his front) are moving into 
Petersburg, apparently on the return to the north side of the Appo- 
mattox. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

Angust 24^ 1864. 

The order for the movement of troops is hereby countermanded. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 24^ 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

From our advance signal station we can see the lead-works, and 
the eneniy^s line of defenses, wliich are full of troops. There is only a 
picket-line visible outside. At W. P. Davis’ house would be an excel- 
lent position to i)lace a redoubt. Having done this we could safely 
proceed to establish our lines closer Petersburg, or make that the start- 
ing point in a movement on the Danville road. This house is just on 
the line which divides the slope toward Petersburg from that south- 
ward. 

G. K. WAUEEN, 

Major- Gtmeral, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 24j 1864 — 12.80 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

I forward you the following: 


Colonel Locke: 


Signal Station, 

W. P. Davia^ Rome— 1^.30 p. m. 


The enemy have a lariDfe party at work upon a lino about 600 yards south 20 de- 
grees east of lead-works and extending east across the railroad. No other move- 
ment visible. 

GEO. J. CLARKE, 

Signal Officer. 


The two hoys confirm this. They say they are building a high fort in 
advance of the town and are afraid we will shell the town from our 
advanced position. 

G. K. 'WAEKEN, 

Major-General. 
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ArrausT 24, 1864 — ^2.45 p. m. 

Forward all these to General Meade at City Point. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquabtees Fifth Abmy Cobps, 

Auoust 2i, 1861 — 1 ]). m. 

General HujVIPHBEYS: 

I have just got two itiost intelligent hoys, Northern born, about four- 
teen years old. They ran out of Petei-sbnrg yesterday. They saw 
General Lee and heard him say to G(uieral Hill and oilier officers that 
he would get us out of here ]>y Saturday night. These boys say they 
are now wagoning supplies from Stony Creek Station, via the plank 
road, to Dinwiddie Court-House; thence by the Stony Creek road, and 
tliat all their ca\^alry ate out in tliat direction. The road along the 
railroad goes into Pidersburg* at Halifax Creek; next we>t comes the 
Yaughan road — they live on i1 at Flowers’; then comes the Squirrel 
Level road; then the plank road. They -say the rumor in Petersburg 
yesterday was that Early was coming back. They also say there was 
talk that they might (*harge our lino somewhere east of tlie elerusalem 
road. They are afraid we will extend around and get the other road 
unless Early gets back. These boys are so intelligent that I send them 
up to headquai'ters. They say the peojile of Petersburg are mu(*h 
frightened; that General Lee told a boy that was shut in the rown like 
themselves, and was crying, that he’d have us out of here by last Friday 
night. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 

Headqitabtees Army of the Potomac, 

Auf/mt Aly 1S6-1 — 1.30 p. m. 

General Grant : 

I forward the above. 1 think General Lee meant last Saturday, when 
he tried and could not get us away. I hope he vill try again. Ord 
seems to think now he will not be attacked. 

GEO. CL MEAHE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augii,st -24, 1861 — 1.25 p. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

The commanding general directs that you proceed at once to the 
erection of a redoubt at the point indicated in your dispatch to-day. 
Major Duane is directed to send an engineer officer and some engineer 
troops to report to you for the purpose. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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IIeadc^uarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 24^ 1864 — 5 p. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of titaf: 

I have sent out Major Eoebliii^ to lay oft* the redoubt, but upon 
investigation I find that it will be difficult for me to work on it to-night. 
My men are all at woik draining, building battei*ies, and repairing 
roads that I have tools for. I can afl*ord prot(T*tion to any other work- 
ing party, liowevei;. The value of this ground demands prompt atten- 
tion. and I am having it done as fast as i)ossible. 

G. K. 

Jlajor- General. 


HEAD(iITARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 2f 1864 — 5.30 m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corihs : 

Major Duane is ordered to send out intrenching tools for the redoubt, 
&c. General Parke will furnish some working parly if he can well do 
so, upon your notifying him. 

A. A. HDMPnttEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8taff. 


Headc^uarters Fifth Corps, 

Aug%ist 24, 1861 — 9 ]). m. 

General Humphreys: 

I have received your report of the signal officer.*- This force may be 
only working parties going out. All the prisoners 1 sent you to day 
say they are working on new line all along. I feel certain if they have 
gone out it is to interfere with General Hancock. They cannot do 
anything with me here. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-General, 


Headc^xtarters Army of the Potomac, 

[Atigiist 24, 1864] — 9.10 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The columns were too strong for working parties, ])robably 8,000 or 
10,000 strong. More probably after Hancock than after you. 

A. A. HUMPJJKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of htaff. 


Headquarters Fifth aVRMY Corps, 

Angnst 21, 1861 — 9,20 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

My signal officer has a good station to see about the lead-works, 
but, unfortunately, he left there about 5 p. in. Up to that time he had 

Soo Humplireys to Hancock, 8,ii0 p, m., x>* 440 , 
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seen nothing’ but working parties. It seems to me singular if they 
designed to atta(*k any one that they should haye started <iut at that 
hoiu‘, as they could not get far before dark, and might as well have 
waited for that to cover their movements. It looks like a feint, it* 
anything, to me. 

G. K. waeke:n^, 

Major-General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fiftr Army Corps, 

INo. 207. 3 August ISGi. 

I. Brigadier-General Bragg’s brigade, Fourth Division, is leinxio* 
rarily assigned to the Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford com- 
manding. General Bragg will break up his present camx> early to-mor- 
row morning and remove to the cainii of tlie Third Division. 

II. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade. Fourth Division, is assigned tempo- 
rarily to the Second Division, Brigadier-General Ayres commanding. 

III. The headquarters staff and provost guard of the Fourth Division 
will report to corps headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 1864, 

Col. 0. S. Wainwrioht, 

Commanding Artillery Brigade: 

Colonel: The inclosed telegram* ivS sent you for your information. 
The major-general commanding directs that you send a battery at day- 
break to-morrow morning down to the left near the railroad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

P. S. — The battery to be sent will be taken from one of those near 
these headquarters. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

Augrist 24^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that one officer and eight^’'-flve 
men of the enemy’s dead have been buried in my front. Ko flags were 
captured. This is exclusive of those buried on the ff'ont of the Fourth 
Division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYEES, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


See Humplireyij to Warren, 8.20 p. m., p. 449. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
August ^i, ISbL (Eeceived 9.20 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General Crawford, 

ConimauiUng Third JHvision : 

General: The inclosed telegram* is sent yon for your information. 
The major-general commanding directs that you have your command 
under arms at daybreak prepared to take i)osirion on the left of General 
Griffin, facing south. 

I am, general, very ves])ectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LO('KE, 

IJeuienani-Colonel and Assisianl Adjutant (General. 


Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 7Sf)J — JOJj m. 

Brigade commander^ will have their eoininands under arms at day- 
break. The men will be aroused at 3 a. in. without noise and get their 
breakfast. At daybreak the command will be prepared to take position 
on the left of General Griffin, taeing south. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawtbrd: 

(}E(). MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- (general. 


Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 1864. 

Battery commanders will have their batteries in readiness to move at 
daybreak to-morrow morning, and wait further orders from these head- 
quarters. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawl‘ord: 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 186 f — 11 p, m. 

Brigadier-General Bragu ; 

General: The major-general commanding directs that in ease it 
becomes necessary you will receive and obey orders from Brigadier- 
General Crawford from your ])resent position, as General Crawford may 
find it necessary to send orders to you before you can change your 
camp. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant - 1 djutant-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1861 — 5,tio p, m, 

Major-General Paree, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General Warren is directed to commence to-night the (instruction of 
a redoubt at P. W. Jones’, his most advance point on the Weldon rail- 

' See IIuiii])hre,\s to Warreu, 8.20 p. ni., p. 449. 



CHAP. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC, UNION. 465 

road, and an engineer officer witli some engineer trooxDS lias been 
ordered to report to him. If he should ask for aid from you in the 
work, please furnish it if you can well do so. 

A. A. HiniPHKEYS; 

Major- General and Chief of Staff.' 


Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

Angiist 24.^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Dispatch of 5.20 received. Will be happy to furnish 
General Warren all the aid in our power. Major Biddle inspected my 
line to-day. Will report the condition. Am having the slashing ex- 
tended to the front. I ordered the roads in front of picket-line block- 
aded. Hope to have a summary of my line made to-morrow. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Second Arimt Corps, 

Chief Quartermaster’s Office, 

August 24^ 1864 — 11 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Gregg, Commanding Cavalry: 

General : General Hancock directs me to say that he has a dispatch 
from General Humphreys that signal officers report large bodies of in- 
fantry moving south from Petersburg on the Vaughan and Halifax 
roads, and General Humphreys expresses his o])inioii that they are for 
operation against us. General Warren, however, is of the opinion that 
they are working parties on a new line the enemy are known to be 
building. The general would like you to see how strongly the eneniy 
hold the Vaughan road at daylight to-mozTow, sending a squadron up 
the road as far as practicable. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff . 


City Point, Ya., August 24^ 1864 — 1.20 p. m. 
Major-General Butler, Commanding^ &c.: 

Has a division of the Tenth Corps started yet to replace the Eight- 
eenth*? General Ord has just asked Meade for any spare troops he may 
have, stating that there are indications of an attack, and that a number 
of deserters having gone over to the enemy last night, who may have 
given information of his weakness, makes him fear the result. If a 
division of Birney’s has not gone, how long will it take to get one 
there? 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters, 
August 24^ 1864 — 1.45 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, Commanding^ City Point : 

General Ord telegraphs me that his lookouts inform him that large 
bodies of troops, supposed to be 5,000, are concentrating in front of his 
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lines, and asking for one division of General Birney’s command, which 
I have ordered, he fearing attack either to-day or to-night. Deserters 
say that Mahone’s division was relieved by Pickett’s, which was cut up 
in the light of Sunday. The fact that Mahone’s division was in the 
light appears in to-day’s Examiner, which I have sent you. That there 
has been some change in my front between the James and Appomattox 
would appear from the fact that for the first time in many weeks 
picket-firing was started on our left near Port ^Yalthall. 

BEhTJ. E. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


Hdqus. Dept, of Yiuginia and Koutii Cafolina, 

In the Fields xlugust IHbl — 3J)G p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Gkant, 

City Faint: 

Order wavS sent this moiiiing for one division to move, and I suppose 
it is en route, i will hurry it along. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Qenend<f Commanding. 


Spuing Hill, Augnst 186i--7.30 a. m. 

Captain INouton, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A train of ten cars, i)artly loaded with troops, just iiassed the Junction 
toward Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Spring Hill, August ^i, 1864. 

Captain Norton: 

All quiet on our picket-line now. A large addition to our picket 
arrived just now. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 21^ 1864 — 8,50 p. m. 

OoL J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of* Staff: 

Colonel: The following rebel signal dispatch was intercepted by 
the officer on Mills’ house station : 


AKcnEii\s Hox^sb, August 84 j 1S04-—1.CO p. m. 

Colonel B., 

J ssistan t Adj utani- General , Fefersl) urg : 

Colonel Jordan reports tlio enemy in heavy force on onr right (in his front) near 
Swift Creek. From onr present observations we have just seen three regiments pass 
an oi)en space to onr left of Cobb’s, going to their Iront in Chesterfield. 

R., 

Sergeant at C. 

Eespectfully, &c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 
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General Orb: 

This intercepted rebel dispatch may relieve you from apprehension 
of attack. 

BENJ. E. BUTLEE. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Ofpice OP'' THE Chief Signal Officer, 

August 1864- 

Colonel Shaffer, 

GMef of i8taff: 

Colonel : I have incidentally heard that the Tenth Corps moves this 
p. ni. to relieve the Eighteenth. If this is so, and the Eighteenth comes 
here, will you please inform me, as I shall have to make some arrange- 
ments in regard to keeping up the communication with the James Eiver 
after the Tenth Corps has taken its signal officers away. 

Eespectfully, &;c., 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Oficer, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. 0., 

No. 5 Augtist 1864. 

* K- # 

IV. Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Cories, will with Ids 
corps relieve the Eighteenth Corps, under (*ommand of Major-General 
Oi'd, from duty on the left of the line of this army. Major-General 
Ord, upon being relieved by the troops under General Birney, will 
occupy the north side of the James with his brigade of negro troops at 
Deep Bottom. With Ames^ division he will occupy the intrenched line 
between the Appomattox and the James. He will encamp at Spring 
Hill, the division under Brigadier-General Carr as a reserve. If Gen 
erals Birney and Ord will consult together and make such movements 
of their troops as will allow this change without attracting the notice 
of the enemy, save that there is no objection that the enemy shall see 
the troops of the Tenth Corps marching to the left; the movement of 
the Eighteenth Corps to the right it would be better to conceal. The 
light artillery along the two lines will be quietly changed by detach- 
ments, so as to attract no notice and be all the time in a state of effi- 
ciency. So much of the artillery of the Eighteenth Corps as will re- 
place that which is now serving with the Eighteenth Corps from the 
Tenth Corps will be left on the line on the left, so as to preserve there 
the necessary number of guns. Further orders to arrange details, if 
necessary, will be issued as the movements progress. 

By command of Major-General Butler : 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assista^it Adjutant- General. 
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HDQRg. Dept, op Vieoinia and Noeth Oaeolina, 

August 24, 1861 — 11 a. m. 

General Birney: 

The following has juat been received by signal from Spring Hill: 

There is a little tiling between ours and the enemy’s pickets opposite this station 
in piece of woods on left of line. 

iSIMONS, 

LietUeuant and Signal Offictr. 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 

Lieutenant- GoloneL 


GeNEBAL, BUTLEB’S IlEADQITABTEBfc^, 
August 2L — 1 }), on. (Beceivod l.O-l p. m.) 

Major-General Bibney: 

Please march at ouce a division to Geneial Oid. He informs me 
that the enemy are massing* troops in his front as if to make an attack. 

BENJ. P. BUTLEB, 
Major- General^ Comonandmg, 


Headquabtebs Tenth Abmy Cobps, 
August 18(ji. (Beceived 1.28 p. m.) 

Ma;]. E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-Geoieral : 

Deserters in to-day say that Pickett’s division has been ordered to 
relieve Mahone’s, v^hich is badly cut up from Sunday’s light. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- Gejierah 

[Indorsoment.] 

Eespectfully sent to Lieutenant-General Grant. 

B. F. B. 


TIdqbs. Dept, of Viboinia and Hobth Cabolina, 

In the Fields August 2i^ 1861. (Deceived 2.05 p. m.) 
Major-General Birney: 

Push at once all the troops you can to place of Eighteenth Corps. 
General Ord lias started one division and says there is indication of 
an attack. Don’t mind the division at Deep Cottoin. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 


Headqitartebs Tenth Army Corps, 

Aoigust 2dj 1861 — 5.15 p. on. 

Captain Norton; 

Lieutenant Ireland reports a column of infantry, from four to five 
regiments, moving to our left across the meadow opposite the Crow’s 
Nest. 

C. F. CEOSS, 
Lieutenant^ Signal Oorjgs. 



Chap. ] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


459 


Aug-ust 24, 1804. 

Colonel McGilvert, 

Tenth Corps : 

Please start your batteries as soon as you can. Our batteries are 
now all in position; none in reserve. Let me know when they start. 

A. PIPER, 

Colonel and Chief of Artillery. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 27. ) In the Fields near Hatchefs^ Ya.^ August ISGi. 

The Third New JIaiiipshire Volunteers having been left by the death 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Plimpton, killed in action at Pussell’s Mill, 
without a held officer present, Maj. eJainesE. Randlett of that regiment 
is, at his own request, relieved from duty as provost marshal at these 
headquarters and will report for duty with his regiment. 

II. Capt. J.E. Sweet, Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, acting aide-de- 
camp, is hereby announced as provost-marshal at these headquarters. 
Major Randlett will turn over to him all orders and instructions relative 
to the duties of the office. 

By command of Maj. Gen. I). I>. Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant A djtita nt- Oeneral. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August ^4, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Terry, commanding First Division, will proceed 
with his command at once to the position occupied by the Eighteenth 
Corps before Petersburg, and report to Major-General Ord. Brigadier- 
General Foster, commanding Second Division, will relieve the troops 
of the First Division on the line. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Tenth xArmy Corps, 

August 1864. 

Brigadier-General Birney, 

Commanding Colored Brigade : 

The major-general commanding directs that you assume command of 
the colored troops encamped in the neighborhood of the signal tower, 
and take 1 hem with you when you move. They will constitute a brigade 
under your command. There are several regiments in that vicinity. 
Respectffilly, 

‘ ED. W. SMITH, 
Assista nt A d jutant- General. 


General Orders.] Hdqrs. 3d Brig-., 1st Div., 10th A. 0., 

Beep Bottom^ Fa., August 24^ 1864. 
In pursuance of orders from corps headquarters the brigadier- general 
commanding is temporarily relieved from command of this brigade and 
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ordered to anotlier field of duty. In thus taking temporary leave 
of the brigade he takes pleasure in testifying to your uniform valor 
and good conduct and to the many gallant acts performed by you while 
it was his good fortune to command you. With many kind and sincere 
wishes for youi‘ future suc(*esses the general bids you a temporary good 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- Geiieral, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Enia., 1st Div., 10th A. C., 

No. 25. 3 Beep Bottom^ Ya.^ August ^4, 1804. 

Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster having been temporarily assigned to command 
the Second Di^ision, Tenth Army Corps, the undersignedhereby assumes 
command* of the Third Brigade, First Division, Tenth Army Corps. 

H. M. PLAISTEI), 
Colonel Eleventh Maine Yohinteers. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

A^igust 24^ 1804. 

Commanding officers will hold their commands ready to change camp 
at short notice. 

By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assista7it Adjntaoit- Genei^al. 

(To division commanders.) 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

JYear Hateher^s, Va., August 21^ 1801. 

Col. N. M. Curtis, 

Co7ninanding First Brigade: 

Colonel : Colonel Coan will take position in the line near Battery 
No. 1, prolonging his line toward Battery No. 3. The general com- 
manding directs that you bivouac your troops in the intrenchments 
on the left of Colonel Coan in prolongation of his line. This movement 
will not be made until dusk. Your command will be held in readiness 
to man the breast-works in case of an attack of the enemy. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED EDDY, Jr., 

Maj. Forty-seventh Fete York Yols., Actg. Asst. Insp. Gen.^ 

and Acting Asslsta^it Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Seoond^Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Eateher^s, Yu., August 24. 1804. 

Col. N. M. Curtis: 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you move 
your command to the position on the line of intremffiments before desig- 
nated at once. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED EDDY, Jr., 

Maj. Forty-seventh Ne^c York Yols.^ Actg. Asst. Insp. Gen.^ 

a7id Acting Assistant Adjutant- Ge^teral. 
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Headquarters Second Diyision, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Eatcher% Va., Aiigtist 24.^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. W. B. CoAN, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel : By direction of the brigadier-general commanding you 
Avill bivouac your command in the intrenchments, your right resting in 
rear of Battery No. 1, This movement vill not be made until dusk. 
The command,* however, will be held in readiness to move to the posi- 
tion in case of an assault by tlie enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EBWABD EDDY, Jr., 

Maj. Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols.^ Actg. Asst. Ins^y. Gen.. 

and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Head(21tarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Batcher'* s^ Va.^ Avgust 21, 1864. 

Col. F. A. Osborn, 

Go mma nd i ng Th i rd Brigade : 

Colonel: By dire(*tion of the brigadier-general commanding you 
will xdease detail at once 100 men to relieve the garrison of the redoubt 
ill' front of Battery No. 1, 100 men for the redoubt in front of Battery 
No. 3, and oO men for the redoubt in front of Battery No. 0. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAID) EDDY, Jr., 

Maj. Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols., Acig. Asst. Insp. Gen., 

and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps, 

August 21, 1864 — 11.10 a. m. 


General Humphreys, 

Chief of tltaff, ike. : 

The following has just been received: 


ni>QRs. Timm Bkioade, First Division, Eigiitkkntii Army Coups, 

August 34j 1804 — 0.4o a. m. 

Capt. J. Johnson, 

Assistant AUjutanUGcneral, First Division: 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the lookout from onr hrigacle reports 
tlio enemy havin^r re-oiilbrced their line in front of our ])riftade. A number of 
trooi)8, (‘^T nil. nod hy the lookout as a brigade, liavc stacked arms and laid down in 
roar of their front lino, and one company double-quicked to the pits, which they 
entered about in front of the Fifty-eighth Pciuibylvauia, the third regiment from 
the right of our brigade. Tliis force is thought to he a part of the troops reported a 
short time since, this morning, as moving from Ce'iuetery Hill toward Petersburg. 
The left of this line of stacks is about opposite the right of our brigade, and the 
right extends off toward the city. 

Very respectfulh , your obedient servant, 

S. H. ROBERTS, 

Colonel 130th Ajeiy Yo7% Commanding Brigade. 

E. O. C. OKD, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Axigxist 21:, 1861 — 2.30 j[). m. 


Major-General OrDj 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Major-General Meade telcgrai)lis tliat a division of tlie Tenth Corps 
was yesterday ordered to your support and will be hurried up. Gen- 
eral Mott wiil co-operate with you as far as possible in the event of 
your being attacked. 

A. A. nUMPHEP]YS, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters EiOHTEENTn Corps, 

August 21^ 1861. 

Major-General Meade: 

The following additional leport has just been received from Colonel 
Eoberts: 

The troops reported as having stacked aims in lino opposite my hi igade front 
have withdrawn their right somewhat to seek shelter in the adjoining woods from 
the shells tlirown by our batteries. There are tw'-o stand of colors visible along Ihe 
stacks and the men are building fires as if piep.iring their meal. 

From the above it does not appear probable that the enemy are 
massing in my front with a view to attack. 

E. O. C. OED, 

' Major-General. 

(Forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
August 21y 1861 — 1.30 

Major-General Oed, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corgs : 

At what time will your second line probably be ready for occupation 
by your troops'? 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps, 

August 21^ 1864 — 5.10 p. in. 

General Humphreys: 

If you mean by my second line the redoubts in my front, they will 
not be finished in four days’ hard work, 400 men day and night. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters BianTEENTH Corps, 

August 24, 1861 — 12 m. 

General Butler: 

If you can send me a division, or a brigade at least, of General Bir- 
ney’s command it will be very acceiitable, I have just learned from 
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lookouts that tLe rebels have ])laeed about 5,000 men on a certain part 
of my front which is weak and vulnerable, and as the rebels have had 
intelligent deserters fr'oin my line with detailed information of its weak 
condition yesterday and the day before, T ap])rehend from this move 
of theirs an assault may be made by them to-day or to-night. 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-denerah 


Headquarters EiOHTEENTn Army Corps, 

August 186d, (Received 12.45 p. m.) 

General Rutler: 

An officer from General Birney is here and says that General Birney 
is awaiting orders. I have none to give. Has any been sent. 

B. O. C. ORD, 

Major- (jeneraJ. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

Aiigust M, 1861 — 1 jp. m. (Received 1.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Oed: 

Your order and that of General Birney went at 11 o’clock to both of 
you. Have you received it? I have ordered Birney to send you a 
division at once. 

BENJ. E. BUTLER, 

Major- deneralj Commanding, 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTn Army Corps, 

August 21y 1864, (Received 4 p. in.) 

Major Davis: 

Telegrams relating to General Birney’s move and Colonel Howard 
received. All right. Erom further information I think the enemy are 
simply replacing reserves in my front. Will General Biruey’s division 
get here in time to have one of mine relieved and cross the Appomattox 
to-night? I have received no word fr‘om him as to his movements. 

ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTn Army Corps, 

August 24^ 1861. 

Major-General Birney: 

Will you have enough men here to-night to relieve a division of 
2,800 men 5 if so, what time may I expect them? 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major- QcnenA 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
Augiist ^i, 1861 — 1.20 p. m. (Eeceived 4.23 p. m.) 

General Ord, 

Eighteenth Gori)s : 

General Terry lias marched with his division to report to you; should 
reach you by dusk. Directly one division of yours reaches me will 
relieve my command and march over. 

D. B. BIEI^EY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 21^ 1861. 

General Carr, 

Commanding First division: 

General: The report just received of the brigade (rebel) forming 
in rear of oui* Third Brigade rather indicates a re-enforcement, and 
perhaps attempt to assault. Please have a reserve called from your 
trenches at once — ^if it can be done secretly all the better — and send 
them to the Hare house redoubt, and as re-enforcement to the point 
threatened. Send a detail to the Hare house redoubt of 150 men to 
finish some embrasures there under direction of Major Walker. Send 
the detail at once. Major Walker or some one to represent him will 
be there. 

Youi*s, &c., 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


August 24, 1804— 8.40 p. m. 

Colonel Piper, 

Chief of ArtiUeryj Eighteenth Army Corps : 

I have sent Lieutenant Worth with your orderly to Captain Harn 
with orders that if there are three disposable batteries to send one to 
relieve Angel. So much depends on the artillery now that it will not 
do to strip ourselves of it entirely. Please let me know as soon as the 
Tenth Corps batteries arrive. They should be harried up so as to be 
here as early as possible to-morrow. 

HENEY J. HUNT, 

B r iga d icr- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Near Prince George Court-House^ Va.^ August 21^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General: Genei’al Gregg notified me two days since that he had 
directed the regiments of my command under Colonel Spear to report 
''o me here. Yesterday Colonel Spear reported by letter tliat h#^ ha<l 
been directed by General Meade to report to General Gregg. Know- 
ing that General Gregg considers his cavalry force sufficient, I suspect 
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that the order was given to Colonel Spear at his own request. If so, I 
question very much whetlier the interests of the service would be pro- 
moted by detaching him from his division on his own suggestion, as his 
judgment cannot be compared witli his merits as an individual soldier. 
I respectfully request that the necessity of the case be submitted to 
General Gregg. At the same time I consider it my dutj^ to report that 
there are two large gaps in the line between the Jerusalem road and 
the James Eiver — one on the left and the other on the right of Mount 
Sinai Church, my command being insufficient at present. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Poto^iac, 

August 24, 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Division Cavalry: 

Your dispatch of 0 a. m. is received. The commanding general 
requests me to say that you misapprehend the circumstances under 
which Colonel Spear’s command was retained on the Weldon raihoad. 
The commanding general gave the order without any representation 
from Colonel Spear, or any expression of opinion by him. It was based 
upon the strength of the enemy’s cavalry there (two divisions), and the 
active operations now going on on the Weldon railroad, which require 
all the force that can be rendered available without excessive weaken- 
ing of important ])oints. With your reduced force the commanding 
general expects you to look after only those avenues of approach that 
are most likely to be used by the enemy. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Istaff, 


City Point, August 25, 186L 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, ^ 

Secretary of War: 

I start at 4 x>- Portress Monroe. Will start from there to 

return to-morrow night. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 25, 1861—5 p. m. 

(Received 7.15 a. m. 2Cth.) 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of ^Yar : 

There are indications of the enemy attacking us this evening or in 
the morning. I shall not therefore go to Port Monroe as I telegraphed 
you this morning. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


30 R R — VOL XUII, FT U 
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City Point, Va., August ^5, 1861—11 a. m. 

(Eeceived 6 p. m.) 


Major-Geueral Halleck, 

Washington^ D. 0.: 


It 18 niiderstood in Eiclimoiid tliat Pitz Lee has been ordered hack 
from the Valley with his cavalry division. I have no doubt of the 
truth of the rumor. If the men of the Second Division now in Wash- 
ington can be remounted and returned here, and horses sent to re- 
mount those here without horses, we will be strong enough and can 
render their cavalry almost useless. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., August ^5, 1864— 2.30 jg. m. 

(Eeceived G p. m.) 


Major-General nALLECK, 

Washington.^ JD. G. : 


Pickett’s and Field’s divisions are here. You can say this to General 
Sheridan, and that there is no doubt about it. One regiment from each 
of the four brigades of Pickett’s division were detached a coxiple of weeks 
ago, and for some time I did not know but that they had gone to the 
Valley, These regiments are now back. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., August 25, 1864 — s.30 j). m. 

(Eeceived 7 a. m. 2Gth.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Washington^ J>. G. : 

Tip to the last accounts this afternoon from General Hancock, who is 
south of Eeams’ Station, he had been attacked several times to-day, but 
had repulsed every assault. Since the last dispatch very heavy and 
continuous artillery firing has been heard in that direction, continuing 
until dark. When I hear from there will telegrajih you again. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquaeters Army of the Potomac, 

August 25, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Everything is appaiently quiet this morning. Last evening the sig- 
nal ofiicers reported large bodies of the enemy moving along the Wel- 
ttlon railroad near the lead-works, going southwardly, and this morn- 
ang they report the disappearance during the night of camps from our 
front. This intelligence has been communicated to Generals Warren 
and Hancock, and the latter instructed to move with caution and be on 
the alert, and in case he finds the enemy interposing between himself 
and Warren to return and rejoin the army. The last dispatch from 
Hancock is C a. m,, in which he reports thatin consequence of the above 
intelligence he has this morning ceased work on the railroad till he can 
satisfy himself the road is clear of the enemy and his rear unthreatened. 
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The road lias been tliorou^lily destroyed some three miles beyond 
Eeams’ Station, and within two miles of Eowanty Creek. If it is de- 
termined to maintain a permanent lodgment on the Weldon road, it 
will be necessary to erect some redoubts and in other ways strengthen 
the position and our liims. If the lines from the plank road to the Ap- 
])omattox can be made secure I vsee no dilticulty in holding the Weldon 
road with the Fifth, Ninth, and part of the Second Corps, and perhaps 
extending beyond to the L^mchburg road. I do not deem it advisable, 
liowever, to commence tlie proposed w^ork, involving considerable labor, 
unless it iwS settled the position is to be maintained. Is it intended the 
Eighteentli Corps, on behig reliei'ed, are to r<‘turii to Bermuda Hun- 
died, or will any poition be left as a reserve to the Tenth Corps ? 

CEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


nEAD<pTARTERB ARMY OF TEE POT03IAC, 

Aiigiibt ^5, 1861, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ City Faint: 

General Meade has just gone to Geneial Ilaucock’s headquarters. 
The force of cavalry between the ]>lank road and James Eiver is still 
small. The cattle should notretuni yet to (»oggins’ Point. 

A. A. UUMPIIBEYB, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


City Point, August J26, 1864, 

General Meade: 

(Care General Ilancock.) 

I feel too unwell to-day to get to the iront. Think T will take a boat 
this evening and go to Fortress Monroe and return to-morrow night. 
Would it not be safe for Hancock to pick up all the force he has on the 
railroad and make one day’s march toward Weldon and destroy there 
a few miles of road, and return by a road Larther east than the one he 
goes on t 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 25 j 1864 — 2 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Hancock reports the enemy passing his left and threatening the 
plank road in his rear. T don’t think he can destroy much more of the 
railroad than he has if the enemy iuterrui^t him, because His tbree is 
so small that he must keep it in hand to meet attacks and have but 
small working parties. Movements reported by signal officers in con- 
nection with statements of deserters in this morning lead to the con- 
clusion that Lee is about making an effort to get us away from the 
railroad. This will take, I think, the form of passing our left and 
threatening our rear on the plank road. I am m^ing x>reparations to 
meet this contingency. Should Hancock be pressed or the enemy 
interposed between him and Warren I shall withdraw him to the plank 
road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-OeneraL 
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City Point, August 25^ 1864. 

General Meade : 

I think it advisable to got all our forces back on the line we now 
hold, and strengthen it well. When that is done we can detach 15, 000 
or 20,000 men, and start them early in the morning so as to make a 
march of twenty miles, and destroy the road tliat distance. We may 
be able at the same time to send the army gun-boats up the Ohowan 
with a detachment of troops to destroy the triangle of roads between 
the Nottoway and lloanoke. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 

nEADQTJARTERS PlETH OOKPS, 

Augiist 25, 1861 — m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point: 

I send a dispatch* just received from Hancock. I have ordered 
Mott’s reserves and Willcox’s division. Ninth Corps, down the plank 
road to the branching oif of the Reams’ Station road to watch Han- 
cock’s rear, and move up to his support if necessary. If tlie enemy 
will only attack either Hancock or Warren we are all right, but he may 
bother us by maneuvering and getting between the two forces. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Humphreys.) 


City Point, Ya., August 25, 186 J. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding, &c. : 

1 think from last dispatches received from General Hancock he had 
better be instructed to fall back at once to our line. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


City Point, August 25, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

The following (lisx)atch just received and forwarded for your infor- 
mation: 

Butler’s Ueadquai^ters — 1.05 i). m. 

General Grant: 

The following rchel dispatch has just been deciphered by our signal officer: 

'^ 2.30 P. M. 

^ ' General Pickett : 

Your dispatch of date 2 p. in. received. Bo prepared to blow up your mine at any 
time, as Hoke's two divisions are ordered to you. Pontoon bridge across Appomattox 
must be captured as soon as practicable. 

<'G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

“ GmeraV^ 

I have sent copy to General Ord. 

J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of 8faff. 

JJ. S. GRANT, 

Lie utenant- Gen eral. 

* See Hancock to Humphreys, 11.4.0 a, m., p. 482. 
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City Point, August 1864 — 6 jj. m. 

General Meade : 

I desire to liold the Weldon railroad as long as possible. EedoubtvS 
should be eonsti iicted on Warren’s left, and the line generally strength- 
ened. Ifc is not intended to keep any more troops south of the Appo- 
mattox than ivS necessary to hold the line. 

IT. S. GRAIjl'T, 

Lient€7ianU OeneraL 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August ^5, 180 ^ — 7,10 p, in. 

General Grant : 

Your dispatch of 0 p. in. just received on my return. Bo you mean 
to hold to the Weldon railroad or to the Jerusalem plank road, or the 
line T’e now lioldf I presume, as you said this morning to build the 
redoubts on the railroad, that you mean the line now held by Warren, 
but to prevent misunderstanding ask for explicit instructions. When 
I left, llancock had re])ulsed several attacks of the enemy; Willcox 
was moving up to his sup])ort. After leaving I hoard rai_)id and con- 
tinuous artillery Hring. \vhich is now going on. Ho report from 
Hancock. He was liirrep'd to withdraw after dark as he could not 
work any more on the railroad for the presence of the enemy. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, 


City Point, Ya., August JSo, 1864. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding,) &c,: 

T meant by my dispatch that we would hold our present line to and 
west of the Weldon railroad. 

U. S. GRAHT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City I^oint, August ^5, 1861 — 10 p, m, 

Major-General Meade : 

Lieutenant-General Grant requests me to ask if anything has been 
heard from Hancock since vour dispatch of 6 [7.1 5?] x). m. 

O. B. COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 25^ 1804 — 10.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

A staff officer has just arrived from Hancock, leaving him at 7 p. m. 
^At that time the enemy, having massed, assaulted Hancock with great 
vehemence in front and on both lianks, carrying, I regret to say, his 
inti’enched line on his right flank. At the time the staff officer left 
Hancock had rallied his men, reformed them, and was preparing to re- 
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take Ills lino, which he hoped to do. The road in his rear, leading' to 
the plank road, was yet open, and the staff olhcier met Willcox’s column 
about two miles -from the scene of action and huriied them up. I 
have sent orders to Warren and Parke to immediately send Crawibrd’s 
and White’s divisions to Hancock’s support and to iflssist him in with- 
drawing. Hancock was authorized several times during the day to 
withdraw if the security of liis command required it or it the enemy 
interposed between him and Warren. On my return here at 7.30, find- 
ing a dispatch from him intimating* lie desired orders to withdraw, 
specific orders were sent, but, althougli the operator acknowledged the 
receipt and said they were delivered, I fear tlie enemy at tliat time had 
possession of the road between the operator and Hancock. I am in 
hopes the arrival of Willcox lias enabled Haneoek to recover liis in- 
trenchmeiits, and that lie will withdraw as soon as it is dark. Sliould 
the enemy follow to-morrow, the ro-enfor(*ements (*aiTied by ( Crawford 
may enable Hancock to tmnish him. 

GEO. Cr. MEADE, 

Major-deneraL 


City Point, Va., Avg^fit 25^ 18()i — 11.20 j». m. 
Major-General Meade, 

Commandhuf, dr. : 

The enemy having carried Hancock’s rifle-pits have probably cap- 
tured a good many prisoners. In that case, and finding, too, that 
Hancock is being re-enforced, they will be likely 1 o return to-night with 
their prisoners and attack Warren in the morning. Warren ought to 
be well on his guard. 

• IT. S. GRANT, 

Lleutenunt-deneraJ. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

’ A'ug^iHt 4?J, 1801 — 11.20 p. m. 

General Grant: 

Another staff officer has arrived from General Hancock, who left him 
at 8 p. m. At that time all was quiet. Hancock had been unable to 
recover that portion of his line whicli the enemy got possession of. 
The staff officer reports the fighting very severe and dCvSperate; he can 
form no idea of our losses, though thinks they must be considerable. I 
regret to state he reiiorts the loss of eight pieces of artillery. It ap- 
pears the enemy got possession of a salient in the line Avhere two bat- 
teries were posted. The stafi* officer says trom the number of attacks 
repulsed the enemy’s losses must be far greater than ours. General 
Hancock was making his preparations to withdraw wiien this ofiicer 
left, and as his rear was all open no difficulty in this operation is antici- 
pated. The wounded will all be brought off, but the dead cannot be 
buried. I have directed the re-enforcements ordered to be halted and 
held in readiness for movement to-morrow in case Hancock is followed 
or attacked. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Majo^-QeneraL 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augtist ^ 0 , 1864 — 11,50 p, m. 

General Grant : 

On learning that Hancock was withdrawing I ordered Parke and 
Warren to halt the re-cnforcements on tlie w^ay to liim, and communi- 
cate with him as to the necessity of their advancing farther, and in 
case lie did not require them to" recall them. Warren felt perfectly 
secure without these reserves; with them he will be prepared for any 
attack. I think it probable the enemy may follow up Hancock on the 
plank road, though if he has been as severely punished as the accounts 
from Han(*ock would indicate, he will most probably be satisfied with 
Hancock’s withdrawal and the capture of the guns. I have already 
I’eported that it was the opinion of the stafi* ofticer that the loss in 
prisoners was small. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

3Iajor- QeneraJ, 


Washington, August ^5, 1864 , 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers, 

A ssistant Adjiita u t- Gen era I : 

Scouts report that no troops had moved to or from tlie Valley up to 
Tuesday night, 23d. Ilebels are hauling considerable grain by wagon 
to Beaver Dam Station. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assista nt Adjiitant- General, 


City Point, Ya., August 25^ 1861 — 2,30 p, m, 

(Deceived 6 p. m.) 

Brevet Major-General Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General : 

General Gregg has 700 dismounted men here, and wants that 
number of cavalry horses at once. He has 000 dismounted men in 
Washington, and would like to have them mounted and sent back. 
General Grant has sent orders to General Halleck on the subject. I 
have not heard from Kautz, but presume he will require 1,400. Five 
hundred have been received and issued to Kautz. 

EUFHS IHGALLS, 

Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster, 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

A%igust 25^ 1864 — 12,20 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have just arrived at Mott’s on my way. Have two deserters who 
were from Mahone. They said Mahone was not relieved this morning; 
that two of his brigades had gone up to the raiboad; that the troops 
we saw yesterday in front of Ord were Seales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, 
and that they continued on to the railroad; that the talk among the 
men was that Lee was accumulating all his available force on the rail- 
road determined to drive us olf; that in front of Mott’s they had but 
one rank in the intrenchments, the line not being as strong as their 
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picket-line^ and that they depended on their artillery to hold this line. 
I directed Mott to have" his reserves all ready to send to Hancock or 
Warren if required. Parke tells me' tliere has been cannonading at 
Eoams^ about an hour ago. 

GEO. G. MEADE. 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Angvnt ISGl — 1 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys : 

Warren informs me that Hancock lias sent word that the (‘nemy\s 
cavalry have broken through his left, and indicates a fear of their get- 
. ting possession of the plank road. Direct GeiuTal Mott to send his 
available force immediately down the plank road to the intersection of 
the Beams’ Station road. He will find some artilhuy of the Ninth Corps 
at the Williams house and can take all of the batteries. Tell him to 
communicate to ITancock as soon as he reaches there, llammck is at 
Reams’ Station. 


GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-^ General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augufit ^5, :/<96*i — J,:JO p. m, 

Major-General Meade, 

General Warren\<i Ileadqmriers : 


General W[arren| will show you dispatch from (rcneral H[ancook] 
dated 11.40 a. m. I send you one dated 10.20 a. m. 1 notified Mott at 
once, and Parke also, informing them of substance of Hancock’s dis- 
patch, and telling them to get all their commands under arms, Mott 
to hold the greater part of his ready to move in any direction, all 
except a thin line in the intrenchments. T have ordered the cavalry at 
headquarters, provosr-marshal-generars included, to get ready, and will 
send them down the plank road to look out there and repoi't to the olli- 
ceip commanding in that vicinity. I have notified Kautz. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A%igust 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Meade, 

Oeheral Warre^i^s Seadgmrters : 

Captain McEntee reports thestatement of two deserters from Harris’ 
brigade, Mahone’s division, who deserted from picket-line this morning 
at 0 o’clock. Wright’s, Harris’, and Finegan’s brigades are in the 
trenches. Weisiger’s and Sanders’ brigades, together with Scales’ 
brigade, of Wilcox’s division, went down the Weldon railroad about 
dark yesterday. Davis’ brigade, of Heth’s division, they say, is on the 
left of Fineganj the remainder of Heth, they think, is on the right of 
Mahone. They think Hagood’s and Colquitt’s brigades marched witn 
theirs last evening down the railroad. Major Fisher, signal officer, 
says the troops working on the intrenchments south of the lead- works 
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number about 2,000. I mention these statements so that Hancock may 
have what data there is for estimating the force about him. The desert- 
ers are, I suppose, those you saw this morning. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

A'ligiist ^5, 1864 — i.l5 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Gomdg. Army of the Fotomae^ General Warre^i^s Headquarters: 
Mott has sent 2,200 men down the plank road. I am supplying their 
places with engineer troops, about 1,000 strong, and the headquarters 
infantry. Patrick had but forty cavalry, which I sent vdth Mott’s 
troops. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August ^J, 1804 — 5.15 p. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

The following dispatch from General Hancock just received : 


nEAlXiUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

Juguat Q5j 1SG4—4.15 jj. m. 

Just received your dispatch by Captain Rosen craniz. I fear it will bo too late to 
have Willcox get here for any practicable pur^>ose, as he is between four and hve 
miles off now. Still I shall order up his division. Had the division come down the 
railroad it would have been here in time. I desire to know as soon as possible 
whether you wish me to return from this station to-night in case we can get through 
safe. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK. 


P. S. — Skirmishing going on in my front. Do not know whether the next attack 
will be on my right or left. I think on my left. 

W. S. H. 


Hancock telegraphed at 3.40 p. m. : 

The enemy just assaulted Miles and were repulsed, and prisoners say badly broken. 
Anderson's brigade, of Field's division, these prisoners say, the only one. 

A. A. nUMPfiREYS. 


nEADQtrAKTEKS AEMY OE THE POTOMAO, 

Office op the Peovost-Marshal-G-eneeal, 

Gify Point, August 25, 18G4 — 8 a. m. 

Major-General TTnvrPHEETS, 

Chief of Staff; 

General: One of om’ agents left Eiehmond about noon of day before 
yesterday, having arrived there on Monday afternoon about 4 o’clock. 
By direction he inquired from many diftereut sources, and seemed to 
he entirely satisfied that no troops had been sent either to the Valley 
or to Atlanta, but understood, on the contrary, that it was considered 



474 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap LTV. 

necessary, and that the order had already gone forth, that one of the 
cavalry divisions sent to Early should return. Some other citizens 
stated that the division recalled was already on its way back, but our 
agent was unable to fix tliis with certainty. Citizens in Richmond said 
that Early had whipped the Yankees out of the Valley, and that he 
was now on his way to Pennsylvania. A Mr. Slater, who is a clerk in 
the telegraph ofii. e at Richmond, .said tliat^Geiieral Sherman would be 
the worst used up man in this war, and that operations in his rear were 
in progress that would insure his defeat. Twenty-seven hundred pris- 
oners are claimed to have been taken in the fight on the Weldon rail- 
road, who are now on Belle Isle, but are to be shortly sent to Georgia. 
It is claimed that the Weldon railroad is to be retaken at whatever cost. 
A very large number of wounded men were brought into Richmond fiom 
the direction of Petersburg after the railroad fight, and the agent 
thinks that the trains running on Monday from Petersburg to Rich- 
mond and returning were loaded with the wounded going up, and going 
down were conveying the troops which had been ox)erating on the 
north side of the river. He could not learn of any new movements 
of troops, except of the return of those which had been on the north 
side of the James. He did not see as much as a company of soldiers 
in Richmond wliile there. In going to Richmond on Monday saw no 
troops, exce]>t about 300 cavalry near White’s Tavern. He understood 
that they were going to Malvern Hill. The force which two weeks ago 
was camped about four miles from White’s Tavern, toward the river, 
estimated at about seven regiments, is there still. The road for about 
thirteen miles southerly from Richmond is blocked with fallen trees. 
Elour, which a week ago was worth $210, sold day before yesterday for 
$300, and is still advancing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. SHARPE, 

Colonel^ cf'6*. 


Headqfarters Ariviy of the Potomac, 

AxKjnst ^5, 186L 

Major-General HiTMPnREYS ; 

The last deserters who know anything of Mahone came in on night 
of 23d instant and stated that Einegan’s and Wright’s brigades were 
there, and they supposed the whole division was there. Inclosed please 
find telegram from General Butler’s department, which is the latest we 
have in regard to Picket^.* 

Very respectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

CapUiinj (&t\ 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
PROVOST-MARSnAL-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, 

August 25 J 186 L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from Forty-eighth Mississippi, Harris’ 
brigade, Mahono’s division, who left their picket-line this morning I 
about C o’clock, just arrived here, and make the following report; 


See Davenport to Sharpe, August 23, p. 437. 
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Malioiie’s division lies in the trenches, occupying their old position, 
and is disposed in the following order from their right to left, viz, 
Wright, Harris, Finegan. The two other brigades, Weisiger^s and 
Sanders’, together with Scales’ brigade, of Wilcox’s division, marched 
down the Weldon railroad about dark. They were ordered to leave 
their tents standing and to get away as quietly as possible. During 
the latter ])art of yesterday afternoon informants saw Generals Lee and 
Beauregard riding hurriedly n]} the Weldon railroad in h‘ont of the 
lead-works. They are of impression that the enemy intend attacking 
our left again. j5avis’ brigade, of Heth’s diviwsion, they say, is on the 
left of Fiiieg all’s, and the balance of Heth’s division, they think, is on the 
right of Mahon e’s division, lying to tlie right of the lead-works. They 
say that tlie enemy have no troops in reserve about the city 5 that all 
troops, except those marched down the railroad, are lying in thetrenches. 
They think that Hagood’s and Colquitt’s brigades'niarched down the 
railroad yesterday evening with troops of their division. One of them 
is certain that he saw Scales’ brigade marching in that direction (down 
the railroad) last evening, but saw no other brigade of Wilcox’s division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant;, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, &c. 


Headquarters General Warren, 

[August ^5, 186i] — 4.10 p. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

The following from Captain McEntoe is just received: 

Headquarters Army or the Poto:mac, 

PUOVOST-MARbllAL-GENERAl/S DEPARTMENT, 

^ Jugubt 20)1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of 8taff: 

Generve: a dpsertor fVom Portv-first Virginia Res^inient, Mali one’s bn ga do and 

i i i .i. t 5; 


_ „ 1 the major L 

regiment say that three divisions, he&ides the two mentioned brigades, were on the 
move, and lie tlionglit their destination was Stony Creek. An important move, he 
said, was on loot, and he tlion^ht they intended to get in rear of General Warren. 

Very respoctluUy, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain ) <^c, 

P. S. — Ho also states that there are very few men in onr front j that the men are in 
one rank in the trenches and have no reserve. 

J. McE. 

A. A. HinVIPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquartees Army op the Potomao, 

August 35, 1864 — 7.10 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General : Inclosed please find note just received from Colonel Sharpe. 
Sanders’ and Malione’s brigades, of Mahone’s division, may be in front 
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of General Butler, but I think the balance of the division still in our 
front. We had a deserter who left there at 12> o’clock to day, and he 
states that Finegan, Harris, and Wright were then in our fi'ont. 
Eespectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain^ &g. 


[Incloguip ] 

City Point, Angmt <25, 1SG4. 

Captain McEntee: 

1 learn that the information of General Butler to-day is to the effect 
that Field is still on the north side of the James. N'othing is known 
there of Wilcox. ^^Mahone arrived to the rear of Pickett’s division at 1 
o’clock this a. m. He is going to relieve Pickett, it is stated, who is 
going to Petersburg.” 

Yours, 

G. II. SIIABPE, 

Colonel^ &c. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomao, 

August 25, 1861 — 7.15 p, m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Mahone’s and Sanders’ brigades may be in General ButlePs front, 
but the balance of that division was in our front at 12 m. to-day, so says 
deserter. 

J. McENTEE, 

Gaptain, &o. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 25, 186L 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Gity Pointy Ya. : 

Deserter from Forty-first Virginia reports that Sanders’ and Mahone’s 
brigades, with exception of Forty-first Eegiment, moved last night with 
three days’ rations. Heard the major of his regiment say that three 
divisions besides the two brigades were on the march, and that an im- 
portant move was on foot. Suppose their destination was Stony Creek 
and intention to get in Warren’s rear. Intelligent contraband from west 
of Reams’ says the pickets told his master that a big force was to be 
there to-day and whip the Yankees off railroad. Generals Lee and 
Beauregard were seen riding rapidly about near lead-works yestcu'- 
day evening. Scales’ brigade was seen on the march with other troops. 
Troops are in one line in our front with no reserves. 

J. MoENTEE, 

Gaptain. 


City Point, August 25, 1864— 8 p. m. 

Captain McEntee, 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 

I think it proper to say that the information sent you in quotation 
marks to the effect of Mahone being in the rear of Pickett is not of the 
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liighest value. Manning sends me word just now that he has just 
examined an intelligent deserter from Tweiity-fourtli Yirgiiiia, Tenys 
brigade, who says that IMahone is not there, and that Pickett, with 
Thomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, only, are before their intreneh- 
nieuts, 

SnAEPE, 

GoloneL 


HEADCiUARTERS AR^MY OF THE POTOMAC, 

[August 25^ lS6i.] 


Colonel Sharpe, 

(Jiiy Point: 

General Hancock was attacked six times by the enemy and repulsed 
them five times, with heavy loss to them and light on our part. In the 
sixth attack they broke through Barlow’s division, and captured several 
guns. The balance of Hancock’s line held its position until evening, 
when it is said both parties retired. The Fifth Corps was not engaged, 
but holds its old position, Second in rear of Fifth. 

J. MoENTEE, 

Ca]}tain, 


Hdqks. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina, 

Li the Fields Augiiat 55, 1864 — 1.30 jp. m. 

Colonel Sharpe: 

1 find Field still on north side of James. Can get no imsitive infor- 
mation of any of Wilcox’s division. Mahoiie arrived in the rear of 
Pickett’s division this a. m. at 1 o’clock. lie is going to relieve Pickett, 
it is stated, who is going to Petersburg. I leave immediately for Wash- 
ington and New York with the general. Shall be gone a week. Man- 
ning will do my work while gone and keep you informed thereof. The 
fiagvof truce letters received. They shall be forwarded. 

JOHN I. DAYENPOET, 

Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Omripj and Assiatant Provost- Marshal 


Headquarters, 
August 55, 1864 — 6.80 p. m. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

Several deserters arrived since Davenport left. They report no 
changes. Just examined deserter from Tweiity-iburth Yirginia, Terry’s 
brigmle, in our front. He is quite inteUigont and says Mahone is 
not there. Pickett’s division, with Thomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, 
only before our intrenclimeuts. The prisoners have been sent to Ber- 
muda. I have had possession of this office but a few hours. 

FEED. L. MANNING, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camjg. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August ^5^ 186-1. 

Major-Geneial PIumi^hrey^s, 

(Jliief of iStaff: 

General: The lookout at the plauk road station reports as follows: 


7 A. M. 

No movomoiits vibible. The ouemy continues ^^orkin^^ upon their Jine of intrench- 
nieutb along the AVcl(l(>u laiiroud. The imiubor of men at work is greater than 
that last evening, but not so large as that yesterday morning. All quiet. 

H. FULTON. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. V. FISHEE, 
Major and Chuf Signal Officer. 


Head(2UArters Army of the Potomac, 

A'lignst 25^ 186d. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch Iieceivedfrom a lookout stationed 
on a tree near the Gibbon house and overlooking the city and vicinity: 

An infantry camp in rear of Cemetery Hill disappeared last night, also a majority 
of enemy’s camps in environs of city have disappeared. No unusual movements vis- 
ible this morning. 

A. C. JORDAN. 

Very respectfully, your obedient vServant, 

B. F. FISHEB, 

2[ajor and Chief Signal Officer. 


Auoust 1864. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Nothing of moment noticed tliis morning. A body of about 400 
infantry without arms moved into the city from the right on the line of 
the Petersburg and liichmond Eailroad. 


A. 0. JORDAN. 


Signal Station Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

At 9 a. m. rebel signal station reports iiiiieteeu wagons passing in 
rear of Battery 6 going toward City Point. A number of stragglers, 

also, going toward our ; also, column of infantry passing the 

of Cobb’s and nine wagons on •Bermuda Hundred road going 

toward that point. No movements of rebels observed. 

FULLER, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 
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Headquarters EionTEENTH Army Corps, 

Jordan's Mousey August 1861 — 10.30 a, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A few infantry strag’^lers are now on the road in rear of Whitehead^s 
going in direction of Petersburg. I send the following rebel messages: 

Colonel Brent, 

Ahshtant Adjiiianl-Oeneval : 

Infantry drilling in open siiace to our left of Cobb’s. Gnn-]joat below Point of 
Rocks. Nino wagons passed open space going down the Bermuda Hundred road 
toward that point. 

R., 

Sertjeant at C, 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel Brisnt, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Fifty-seven wagons, mostly six-borse, with guard of fifty cavalry, hu\ e just i>a8sed 
Bermuda Hundred road going toward our front m Chesterfield. 


(Same to A. B.) 


Caffiniil and 


R., 

Sergeant at G. 

T. E. OLAEK, 
Acting Signal Officer . 


Jordan’s House, August 25y 1861—11 a. m. 

Maj. B. P. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Colonel Brent, 

Ahshtant Adjutant- General : 

A battery of six pieces, six liors(‘s to a x)iece, foJlowed l>y six wagons, lias just 
passed over iiontoon, going toward Petersburg on the Broadway road. 

R., 

Sergeant at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 

T. E. OLAEK, 

Cajptain and Acting Signal Officer, 


Gibbon’s House, August 25y 1861 — 1.20 j). m. 

Major Fisher: 

A battery of six guns, with caissons, came into town at the cross-roads 
moyiiig to the right. Could not trace them out of city again. 

JOED AIN, 

Sergeauv. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 25y 1861, (Eeceived 5.45 p. in.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following intercepted rebel messages are respectfully 
forwarded: 

Headquarters Pickett^s Division, 

August ^6, X864 — 2 jp. m. 

General G. T, Beauregard : 

Jdave felt the enemy's front and discovered force all prepared on my line. 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-Generalf Commanding 
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2.05 P. M. 

Colonel Brent, 

Assistant AdjiiianU General : 

There js a large hrigade of infantry drawn up in line of battle through open space 
to our left of Cobb’s. 

K., 

S&i'(jeant at [C.]. 

(Same to A. B.) 

The rebel signal station lias also reported this a. id. fifty-seven 
wagons with a guard of fifty cavalry passing on Bermuda Hundred 
road, going toward their front in Chesterfield; also tw’^o batteries of 
artillery passing in rear of Battery 5, going to our front. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STEYKEE, 

Acting Chief /Signal Officer. 

(Forwarded to Grciieral Ord by General Humiihreys.) 


Jordan House, August <25, 18GI — A.05 p. m. 

Major FisnER: 

The following messages just received (intercepted) : 

Colonel Brent, 

Assistant AdjutanUGeneral : 

About one large brigade of infantry, followed by twciity-fivo wagons and ten 
ainbulancos, coming from behind their Potersburg front, had just passed, going down 
Broadway road, thoir head of column halting at their heavy works on Gilliam’s 
held to our right of that point. Tlio brigade of infantry has crobsed pontoon an(l 
halted in open space to our loft of Cobb’fa. Officers seem' very actively emjdoyed. 

R., 

S&t'geant at [6'.]. 

(Same to A. B.j 

In my front just dibcovered a force all prei)ared on my line. 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major- G cn ct'al, Co m m andi ng. 

I did not get the address of the message from General Pickett. 

T. E. CLAEK, 

Gaffiain and Acting Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

B>o. 229. ) August 25^ 1864. 

I. When detachments of engineer troops that may have been assigned 
to duty with army corps are relieved from such service, no officers or 
men belonging to such detachments will be retained with the corps 
except when specially authorized from these headquarters. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Army of tue Potomac, 
Angvst 26^ 1861 — 1.06 a. m. (EeceivecI 3.45 a. in.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Gommanding /Second Goriin : 

The troops se<^n moviiij>' in the way indicated numbered 8,000 or 
10,000, and the time was a little before sunset. 

A. A. HlJMPHliEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


JlEAD<iUARTERS SECOND AhMY CoRPS, 

August 26, 1861 — 6 a. m. 

Major-General Humpureys, 

Chief of Staff': 

On account of the information you g’ave to me last night, T have con- 
cluded not to send General Gibbon’s division out to work this morning 
until 1 have satisfied myself that such a force is not in my immediate 
vicinity. 1 sliall send out and see how far I can clear the roads to my 
front and right this morning. There are important roads coming in 
from the stage road between Eeams’ and where the working party 
would go. I consider my force too small to separate sucli a distance 
until sure that the enemy’s infantry is not in my front. 

WINF’i) S. UANTCOOK, 

2Iajor- General. 


Head(,>iiarters Second Army Corps, 

Angust 26, 1861 — 0 a. ni. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff': 

General Gregg lias struck tlie Vaughan road at two different points, 
and I can lieai* nothing of any movement of the enemy on tliat road. 
I am sending General Gibbon out to work. 

S. HAKCOCK, 

2lajor- General of Vol%mtecrs. 


(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac^, 

August 25, 1861 — 10 a. m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Your dispatch of this morning is received. The commanding general 
approves your course. He desires you to keep your command well 
together and proceed with caution. Should the enemy interpose with 
overpowering force between you and Warren, you should fall back to 
the plank road, or farther if necessary. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


31 R — ^yoL XLII, PT II 
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Head QUARTERS Second Army Corps, 

August 1801 — 10,W a, m. 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

Wliile General Gibbon ^vas moving out tlie enemy drove in Spear^s 
cavalry on the road crossing tlic railroad about a mil(‘ to my lelt, near 
tlie Smart bouse. General Gibbon was instructed to drive them back 
to the point they came from before proceeding farther, Tliey show a 
pretty strong front, i)robably only cavalry. 

WmFH S. HANCOCK, 

Major’GeneraL 


HEADQirARTERS SECOND CoHPS, 

August 1801 — IIJO a, m. 

General Humphreys: 

The enemy have driven in the cavalry on the left on the Stony Creek 
road. Part of them or some other force has- passed aroiiud to my lelt 
and broken through Gregg’s line running from here to the x)lank road. 
1 do not know that there is anything more than cavalry. If there is 
anything on the idank road around the Williams house it had better 
be looked after. General Gibbon is engaging the enemy on my left, and 
General Gregg, vith a few infantry, is attibckiug those .Avho broke 
through to the rear. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- Goner aL 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Pietii ^Vumy Corps, 

August J15, 1801 — 1 j>. m. 

Major-General Hancock:: 

Warren has informed me of your dispatch announcing the breaking 
through your left by the enemy’s cavalry. 1 liave directed Mott to 
send all his available for(*e down the plank road to the Hearns’ Station 
road and to take one of Parke’s batteries, now at the Williams house, 
with liim. The oflicer in charge of this command is directed to report 
to you on his arrival. I think, from all the information I can obtain, 
that the eiiemy are about assuming the offensive, and will either attacdc 
you or interpose l)etween you and Warron. Under these circumstances, 
I fear we cannot do much more damage to the railroad. That being the 
case, you can exercise youi‘ judgment about withdrawing your command 
andresiuning your position on the left and rear of Warren, either where 
you were before or any other position which, in your judgment, Avill be 
better calculated for the purpose and based on the knowledge of the 
country your recent operations may have given you. Let me know by 
the bearer the condition of things in your front, and your views. 

GEO. G. IMKADE, 

Major- GeneraL 


General Meade: 


Headquarters Second Ai^my Corps, 

August ^ 0 , 1801 — S m. 


General: The enemy have been feeling all around me and ai’o now 
cheering in my front, advancing and driving in my skirmishers. 1 
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think they will next move across the road between Warren and myself 
as they press my lines. Two prisoners taken at different times say 
that all of Hampton’s cavalry and a part of Hill’s corps, or all of it, are 
in my front — one prisoner said Heth’s division. 

WIKF’D S. HAlSrOOOK, 

Major- Oeneraly Conmanding. 


Ueadc^juarters Second Corps, 
Aiigust 25^ 1861 — 2A5 p. 

General Meade; 

Considering that the enemy intend to prevent any further desti‘uc- 
tion of the railroad, there is no great necessity of my remaining lierc, 
but it is more important that I should join Warren; but I do not think, 
closely engaged as I am at present, I can withdraw safely at this time. 
I think it wiR be well to withdraw’' to-night, if I am not forced to do so 
before. Everything looks promising at present, except that, being in 
an inclosed ]>osition, the enemy are liable to pass between myself and 
Warren and I cannot determine the ffict, so that Warren had better be 
wat('hfiil until I can make a practicable connection wdth him. 1 shall 
try to keep my cavaliy engaged to keep them off* the plank road. 

WINFH S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General^ Command>ing. 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. — 2.15 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock; : 

In addition to Mott’s troops, I have ordered Willcox’s division, Ninth 
Corps, to the xilaidt road, where the Beams’ Station road branches off‘. 
Willcox is ordered to report to you. Call him up if necessary. He Avill 
have some artillery with him. I hope you will be able to give the 
enemy a good thrashing. All I apiirchend is his interposing between 
you and Warren. You must look out for this. 1 hold some^more of 
^V'arren’s forces ready for contingencies. 

GEO. G. MEADE. 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

/ August 25, 1861 — 3.30 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

The prisoners taken thus far belong to Wilcox’s divivsion and the (5av- 
alry. One of them says he saw A. P. Hill over here about two miles 
this morning. There is nothing more than skirmishing going on just 
now. The enemy have attacked twice, once with McGowan’s and once 
with Scales’ brigade. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


(Copy to General Warren.) 
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HeADQUABTEEI:^ SECOND COEPIS, 

August 1861 — 3 AO ]). m. 

General Meade : 

The enemy just assaulted Miles’ jfront in two lines, but were repulsed, 
and prisoners say were badly broken up. They give some indication 
of an attack now on iny left. The enemy’s advance was made without 
firing a shot and some of the xOTsoners were taken within fifteen i)aces 
of the breast- works. Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s division, is here — 
prisoners say the only one. A second x)risoner says he saw Hill on the 
field. This prisoner says he is a Union man. 

WIKF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


HEAD(ilTAETERS SECOND AEMY CORPS, 

August 1864. — 4,30 }>. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of IStaff: 

An examination of the country leads me to believe that the enemy 
cannot turn my right without making a wide detour b}^ the Vaughan 
road, and they have not time to do this to-night. The right of my line 
extends nearly to Jones’ Hole Swami), impassable for trooxis in line. 
I am more apprehensive concerning my left, but it is getting so late the 
enemy must make vigorous use of the time to gain any advantage. I 
have ordered up Willcox’s division as a precaution, llave heard noth- 
ing from the cavalry reported to have passed in the direction of the 
plank road. There is only skiimishing going on now. 

WINF’H S. HAN(30CK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

A.ugust 1801 i ,it) ^), m, 

Major-General Meade: 


The latest indications are that the enemy have drawn a line from my 
left, covering the railroad and the roads to Diiiwiddie and Stony Creek. 
They are heard chopping, I suppose felling abatis, though the pickets 
report they hear artillery moving where the chopping is going on. I 
still hold the road between me and Warren. The enemy have made 
no demonstration on the Vaughan road. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Copy to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Ai^my oe the Potomac, 

Augtist 25^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

I have just seen Captain McEntee and learned the agreeable news 
that you have repulsed the enemy. Willcox is moving up, in accordance 
with your orders. There is some force of Mott’s at this point, which 
you must remember in any movement you make to-night. You can with- 
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draw- to-uiglit if yon deem it best for the secmity of yonr comniand. If 
the destructioTi of the road cannot be continued there is no object in 
holding Eeams’, except to keep out the enemy, a secondary matter. I 
prefer having your corps within supporting distance of Warren and to 
assist in holding his hank and rear. 

GEO. a. MEADE, 

Major-Gowral, 


HEAB<2UAIiTEIlS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 26^ 186d — 7.30 jg. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw to-night 
and take post in the vicinity of the Williams house, or some point 
covering the plank road and looking toward Warren’s left. Direct 
General Gregg to post the cavalry so as to watch General Warren’s 
left and around past the plank road. General Mott has 2,200 men at 
the interse(*tion of the Eeams’ Station road with the plank road, which 
please withdraw and send to their former positions in the intrench- 
ments. 

A. A. HUMPHIHWS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff. 


Headquarters uIrmy of the Potomac, 
August 1801 — ,9 p. m. (Eeceived 8 a. m. 2Gth.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Heeond Corps: 

The commanding general desires to know about the attack which 
commenced at 5., ‘JO p. lu. 


A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of istaff. 


Headqxtarters Army of tue Potomacj, 

August 25., 1864 — 10.30 p. m. 

Maior-General Hancock, 

Commanding /Second Corps: 

At 7.30 p. m. an order was sent you by telegrajh to withdraw an<l 
take position near the Williams house, looking toward Warren’s left. 
The telegraph ()])erator here reported that it was re(*eived by your tele- 
graph operator, but it is apparent now, since the arrival of yoiu* staff 
olti(*er, Captain McEntee, that your telegraph othce was then in the 
handvS of the enemy, who ])robably got the dispatch. It also referred 
to Mott’s brigade at the interse(*tiou of the Eeams’ Station road with 
the plank road. The commanding general directs you to withdraw if 
you can do so with security, and desires me to inform you that he has 
ordered (h‘awford’s division and White’s division, of the Muth Corps, 
both under ('rawford, to move at once to your support. Crawford will 
take with him the two brigades of Mott on the plank road, about 2,000 
♦ strong. These re- enforcements the commanding general hopes will be 
slifticient to cover your withdrawal. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 



486 


OPERATIOKS IN OT.. YA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIY. 


HEADQlTARTEItS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC^ 

AngnHt 1H()1 — :11 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps: 

Dear General : l^o one aympatUizes with yon more than I do iu the 
misfortunes of this evening. MeEntee gave me such good accounts of 
affairs up to the time he left, and it was then so late, I deferred going to 
you as I intended. If 1 had had any doubt of your ability to hold 
your lines from a direct attack, I would have sent Wiilcox with others 
down the railroad, but my anxiety was about your rear, and my appre- 
hension that they would eithei* move around your left or interpose 
between you and Warren. To meet the lirsl contingency I sent Will- 
cox down the plank road, and for the second I held Crawford and W^hite 
ready to move and attack. At the same time I thought it likely after 
trying you they might attack WaiTen, and wanted to lea^'i' him till the 
last moment some reserves. lam satislied >ou and your command 
have done all in your i)owei, and though you have met witli a reverse, 
the honor and esditcheons of the old Second ait^ as bright as CA^er, and 
will on some future occasion prove it is only when enormous odds are 
brought against them that they (*an be moved. Don’t let this matter 
wori'y you, because you have given me every satisfaction. 

Yours, truly, 

GEO. G. MEADK, 

Major-Crcnerah 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A'ligust p, m, 

Maior-General Hanc^oc^k, 

Comynanding Second Corps: 

Tour dispatch by Captain Miller is received. The commanding 
general has ordered General Crawford’s division, General White’s 
division, and Mott’s two brigades, to move up to your supiioit at once 
to cover your withdrawal. Should you not need them you Avill vsend 
them back to their commands. The commaiTding general aiiproves 
your withdrawal. 


A. A. HXTMPTIEEYS, 
Major-Gey\eral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Atigtist ^5j 1864. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, Commanding Second Corps : 

General : In returning to you the accompanying communications in 
reference to the statement of Colonel Spear, that during his recent 
engagement with the enemy he was unable to obtain from the troops in 
the vicinity the assistance he needed, I am instnuded to say that the 
explanations of Brigadier-Generals Barlow and Gregg are entirely 
satisfactory; and that the commanding general has no comments to 
make respecting the matter, further than to say, that if General Barlow 
considered it inexpedient to send to Colonel Spear the su])port tliought 
necessary by that officer he should have ordered him to faU back if hard 
pressed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 



488 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. 0. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Headquarters Third Ditjsion, Second Corps, 

AngMst 18G1—2 J'j p. on, (deceived 2.30 p. in.) 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have vseiit tlie Second and Third Brigades, with the ex- 
ception of the pickets, numbering about 2,200. They are taken from 
the square redoubt on the left of the plank road, and all from the lefo 
of the plank road to the Strong* house. I will send some of the First 
Brigade to occupy the redoubt, and juit the engineer troops to connect 
with General Ferrero if it meets your approbation, 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. ]\[OTT, 
Brigadier^ General, 


Eeplied. — Tou have stripped the left too much. Put the supports 
ot the pickets on the left in the intrenchments; halt some part of the 
force in tlie large redoubt until the troops you are sending there get 
to it. The engineer troops will go at once to the intrenchments on the 
left of the plank road, and will be sufficient to hold them. I will send 
headquarters guard for a part of your second line. 

A. A. nUMPHEKYS. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Angoist 25, 1861 — 3,30 p, m. 

Maj, Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Ar^ny of the Potomac: 

General: Yours of 2.35 p. ni. received. I have ordered 250 men 
from the line on the right of the plank road to oc( u])y the redoubt. A 
small reserve is in the intrenchments to the left ol the plank road, 
which, with the engineer troops, wdll, I think, be sufficient to hold them. 
Will tlie engineer troops report soon ? 

Yery respectfully, your obedient s^nvant, 

G. MOTT, 

Briga d ier- Genera L 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Third Division, Second (Iorps, 

Avgatif 2^), 186 i. 

The commanding officers of the Second and Third Brigades will ha\'e 
their commands under arms, ready to move at a moment’s notice in any 
direction, with the (exception of their picket-line. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

JOTINT TTAHCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adja I ant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Augoist 25, 1861, 

Commanding- Officer Third Brigade: 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that you take all your 
available force at once, leaving the picket-lino, down the ])hink load to 
the intersection of the Iteams’ Station road. You will hiid some artil- 
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leiy of tlie Ninth Corps at the Williams house and can take one of the 
batteries. As soon as the force reac'Les the point specified you must 
communicate to General Hancock, who is at Beams’ Station, on the 
Weldon raikoad. Colonel McAllister being* the senior, he will take 
command of the Second Brigade also. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEABQUAUTEliS FIFTH AUMY CoUPS, 

A^igust 25^ 1R61 — 5 p, m. 

General Meade: 

Lieutenant Bicketts, of my staff, has just returned from the right of 
the Second Corps along the railroad. It was all quiet along the road, 
and but a little skirmishing going on, with an occasional shot from the 
artillery at Beams’ Station. 

Bespectfully, 

G. K. WABBEN, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 25 j 186 1 — 8,15 p, m. 

General Humphreys : 

Major Boebling has just returned from near Beams’ Station, saying 
that the enemy got in between us and the Second Corps just before 
dark, so that he could get no news. I have completed my lines so that 
they are now nearly iiu'losed. 1 think no effort could drive me away. 
Yours, resx)ec*tfiilly, 

G. K. WABBEN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 25, 186 i — 9,50 p, m. 


Major-General Warren, 

GfHiiNKtndlmj Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send a sfcafC offieer to 
communicate with General Hancock and as(*erlain whether he desires 
re-enlbrcements, and if he doe^s, that you send General Crawford’s 
division to his support, informing him of the strength of Crawford’s 
division. Pai*ke is similarly directed in resi)ect to White’s division. 
General Hancock is ordered to withdraw to the vicinity of Williams’ 
bouse, so as to hold the jdank road and look toward your left. Please 
let the staff* officer obtain all the information concerning the last attack 
and the condition of aff‘airs with Hancock, and telegrai^h it here upon his 
return to your headquarters. 

A. A. TIUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 2 :j^ 18Gi — 10.16 p. w. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Since telegrapliing you a vstaff officer has arrived from General Han- 
cock. The commanding ^-eneral directs tliat you send Crawford’s di- 
vision to liis support at once. 


A. A. HUMPH PE YS, 
Major-General and Chief of ^taff. 


General Humphreys : 


Headquarters Fifth Auivn" Corps, 

Augnst ^5, 18(U — 10.10 p. m. 


Which way shall 1 send Crawford — around hy the plank road or 
direct along the raiboadf 


G. K. WAPPENT, 
Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 26, 1864 — 10.20 p. m. 

Maiior-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Crawford will take command of White’s division as well as 
his own. Parke is instructed to that eife(*t. He will also take (iom- 
mand of two brigades of Mott’s division, about 2,000 strong, which are 
on the plank road at the intersection of the road from Peams’ Station, 
and take them with him. The enemy broke through Hancock’s right. 
Willeox’s division may be sufficient to enable him to drive the enemy 
back, but he will iirobably need more re-enforcements. 

A. A. HUMPHPEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army ‘of the Potomac, 

August 26, 1864 — 10.80 p. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

Send Crawford by the plank road since the railroad near Peams’ 
Station is in the hands of the enemy. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

^ August 26, 1864—11.30 p. m. ' 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


A dispatch just received from General Hancock informs the com- 
, manding general that he will withdraw during the night. As he is now 
withdravung and may not need the re- enforcements ordered to him, the 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


491 


commaiKling general directs that you halt the division you have sent, 
and send a stall* olhcer to ascertain -whether G-eneral Hancock wants 
the troops to cover his withdrawal. Ii*lie does, they will bo moved to 
him ; if not, they will be recalled. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Chief of ktaft\ 

(Same to (rcneval Paike.) 

[IndoraeTnoiit.] 

General Crawford need not send a stad' officer, but have Lieutenant 
Howell go to General Hancock to find out if he wants troops and 
await Lieutenant Howelfs return. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

A. S. MAR VINT, Jr., 
AsfiiftUtnt Adjutant- Qenerah 


OlROtTLAR.] HEADiiUARTERS FlPTH ARMY CORPS, 

Auguat 25^ JSOd — 1.16 i). in. 

Division commanders will hav(‘ their commands ready for action at 
the shortest notice. 

By command of Majoi‘-G(‘n<*ral Warren: 

A. S. MARVIJST, Jr., 
Asalatanf Adjutant- CieneraJ. 


Hkadqttarters Fifth Army’ Corps, 

AiujiiHt 26.^ IRiil — 1 j). m. 

General Griffin: 

Tlie battery on the road looking south from the left of your line ought 
to have arrangements made so that it (‘an be <‘overed oii its right Hank 
and at tlie same time be able to lire to the right if necessary. Will you 
please have that attended tof 
Respectfully, 

G. K. WAREEU, 

Major-General. 


General Griffin: 


Headqttarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Angtasd 26^ IShf — 11 p. in. 


The enemy broke in on General Hancock’s right to-night near Reams’ 
Station, so as to cut od* our communication from here with him. Our 
cavalry still hold nearly down to that place, and will remain on our 
flank. General Meade has directed me to send General Ci‘awfbrd with 
his force by way of the plank road to-night. Willcox’s division has 
already gone, and AVhite’s division goes with Crawford. I shall have 
to depend upon your two, divisions and the artillery to hold this place. 
I think a single Vank behind the breast- works is amply sufficient to do 
so, and wish the troops so disposed at daylight, putting in reserve all 
that can be withdrawn. General Griffin will mass his troops con- 
venient to his left and center, and General Ayres near his present head- 
quarters. All provost guards will be put in the line behind the intrench- 
ments, and whatever men (no matter what duty they are on) that can 
be made available with muskets. The enemy may attempt to get 
between us and the plank road, in case Hancock falls back to the plank 
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road, and then Ave shall have to hght in tliat direction. A compara- 
tively small slashing and breast- work only is required to enable us to 
close our lines on that side. I wish to put all the axes I have with the 
men of the reserve force early in the morning to make it. I have already 
determined where it is to be. Captain Cope will report to General 
Griffin at 4 o’clock in the morning to direct any working party that 
General Griffin may furnish. 

Eespectfiilly, 

G. K. WAEEENT, 
Major-Oeneral^ Commanding. 

(Same to General Ayres.) 


CincuDAB.] Hdqes. First Division, Firth Corps, 

Angust 25^ 1864. 

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move 
at '4 o’clock to-morrow morning. The slashing parties will assemble at 
headquarters First Brigade at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. All provost 
guards and ihoneer parties will be held ready to put behind the breast- 
works in case of an action. A staff officer from tliese headquarters will 
be at First Brigade headquarters to give direction to any working 
parties. 

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin: 

W. S. DAVTS, 

Aoiing Assinkoit AdjutimkOeyieral. 


ITeapqvarters Fifth Artmy Corps, 

Augmt 26^ 1864 — 11 a. m. 

General Ayres: 

General*. Will you have the ]>icket-line of General Bragg’s brigade 
replaced by those at present under your (*onimand. 

Eespecttiilly, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 


General Ayres: 


Head<^itarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August ^J, ISO I — 2.40 p. m. 


Please send out at once and relieA^(‘ General AYillcox’.s ]>ickets. His 
division is all wanted in reserve. 

Eespectfull 3 % 


G. K. WAEEEN, 

Alajor (}enerah 


fliuloi scnnciit J 

Headquarters Second Division, Fii^rii Army Corps, 

A ugust 186 /. 

I sent out the men according to this order, (hmeral Potter had 
already relieved the pickets of AVillcox. As my line runs around (he 
palisades it is very long. Shall 1 relieve the pickets sent out by 
General Potter? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

li. B. AYEES, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs. First Brigade, Second Ditision, Fifth Corps, 

A'lig'iist 25^ 1864. 

Lieut. G. L. Ohoisy, 

Acting Asaistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: The oliicer sent by me to remain on my picket-line through the 
night to observe and report, states that he heard frequently, after 
midnight, wagon trains of the enemy moving in our front toward the 
right of our line. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

OKAS. r. STONE, 

Colonel Fourteenth Infantry^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

August 25^ 1861 — lO.JO ]). m. 

General Orawford: 

You will immediately proceed with your division back to the Tem- 
ple house, thence south on the plank road to the road to Ileams’ Sta- 
tion, and then along that road to the support of (xoneral H aneock. You 
will have command also of General White’s division, which, I believe, 
will Join you here, and also two brigades of Mott’s division, now at 
Williams’ house. The enemy broke through Hancock’s right to-night. 
Willcox’s division may be sufti(dent to enable him to drive the enemy 
back, but he will probably need more re-enlbrcements. 

G. K. WAEBEN, 

Major-General. 


Orders.] Head(,>uarter*s Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 2Jj I8(>i — 11.15 p. m. 

Brigade commanders and the commanding ohicer of the Ninth Massa- 
chusetts Battery will have their <*ommauds in readiness to move imme- 
diately. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford: 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Asslsta nt Adjutant- General. 


Orders.), Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 25^ 1861 — 12 p. m. 

Brigade commanders will allow their troox)s to lie on their arms 
until further orders. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford: 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Oqrps, 

August 25^ 1864 — 11.40 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Bragg, 

Commanding^ &o.: 

General : The general commanding desires you to take command 
of the First Brigade (Colonel McCoy), in addition to your own brigade, 
during the movement now in contemplation. 

Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ GEO. MOiTTEITH, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquakters Army oe the Potomao, 

August 25j 1864. — 12A5 jp. m. 


Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General Hancock reports, afc 1 1.20 a. ni., that vsome force of tlie enemy 
lias passed around his left and broke through Gregg’s line, running 
ftom the Weldon railroad to the plank road. Gregg is looking after 
them, but you had better caution all your command to get under arms. 
If you have anything about the Williams house, see to it. 

A. IIXJMPHEEYS, 

Major- Oeneral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 25 y 1861 — 1.20 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

I understand General Meade has just left your headquarters. Will 
you send him the substance of the dis])atch I sent you? Bay Warnm 
was notified by Hancock, and that 1 liave notified Mott lo get all his 
command under arms and be ready with it or the larger ])art of it to 
move in any direction. Have informed liim of Hancock’s dispatch. I 
have notified Kautz and have ordered ail the cavalry here under arms 
to send to the plank road. 

A. A. HUMPllEEYB, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army OoRr>s, 

August 25^ 1861 — 1,80 p. m, 

Major-General Parke, 

Headquarters Ninth Corps: 


I have directed Mott to send some troops down the plank road to 
protect Hancock’s rear, which is threatened by the enemy’s cavalry. I 
have directed him to take one of your batteries now at the Williams 
house. Please give the necessary orders on this imint, and get White 
and Willcox ready as soon as you can lor immediate movement. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General j Command ing. 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Ninth Army Ooicps, 

August ‘,^5, 1861 — 1,15 p, m. 


I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired on my 
front during the night nor up to this time. TJie slashing in the front 
has been continued. Two batteries are being constructed in my front. 
I now hold about two miles and a quarter of line. The Fourth Divis- 
ion on the right occupies 2,600 yards. The Second Division (Potter’s) 
is now relicwing White’s (the First), ^and wih hold the rest of the line. 
This w’^ill give me Willcox and White free to move. 

JNO. (}. PAEKE, 

Major-GeneraU 
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IlEADt^UABTEES FIFTH AeMY OoHPS, 

August 26^ 1361 — 2,80 ]), m. 

Major-General Paeke: 

You will please order Willcox at once to move down tlie plank road 
and take position on that road at the forks of the road to EeaiUwS^ Station. 
This is, I believe, near a place called Ohay’s or Cay’s [Shay’s] Tavern. 
There are several roads leading to Beams’, but I refer to the first main 
or practicable road below the Williams house. He can take three l)at- 
teries with him. Let liim communicate and report to Ilancock when 
he arrives there. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


He.U)quarters Army of the Potomac, 
A^igust 25^ 1864. — 10 p. m. (Beecived 10.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires that you send a staff officer 
to communicate with General Hancock and ascertain if he desires re- 
enforcements, and if he does, that you send White’s division to his 
sui)port. Inform him of its strength. Warren is similarly directed in 
respect to Crawford’s division. General Hancock is ordered to with- 
draw to the vicinity of the Williams house. Bequefst the staff officer to 
obtain all the information concerning the last attack and the condition 
of affairs with Hancock, and telegrai^h it to these headquarters upon 
the retuxm of your staff* office?. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 25 j 1864 — 10.15 p. m. 


Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Since my dispatch of 10 p. m. a staff officier has arrived from Gen- 
eral Hancock’s headquarters. The commanding general directs that 
you send White’s division to Hancock’s sui>port at once. Crawford 
'will take command of White’s division as well as his own. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 




HEADQTJAETEES lirrNTH Aemt Ooeps, 

August 35, 1864. — 10.50 p. m. 

General Htopheets: 

We havelicen Leaving an nnusiial amount of picket-firing on our right. 
Thinking it in front of Ferrevo [I sent] to him, but his stafl: officer [says ) 
it [isl not on his ffiont, but still fairther to the right. '■ 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General, 
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General Warren: 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 25^ 1864 — 2,30 j), m. 


I liave 135 men on picket immediately on your right, belonging to 
Willcox’s division, and apparently covering your front. Can you con- 
veniently relieve these men, as Willcox is under orders for immediate 
movements 

JNO. G. PAltKE, 

Major-Oeiieral, 


Headquarters Firth Army Corps, 

August 25j 1864 — 2,15 p, m. 

General Parke: 

1 have just sent word to General Ayres to relieve Willcox’s skir- 
mishers. 

G. K. WAPREN, 
Major- Oen oral. 


General Warren: 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 2>'‘)j 1861, 


Have you any news from Hancock ? 

PAPKE. 


August 35, 1801—0.10 p. m. 
Major-General Parke, Commmulhig Math Corps: 

General AVarren is temi)orarily absent. Nothing liiRs been received 
fr'om General Hancock since the heavy firing began. 

FPEH. T. J.OCKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 25^ 1861 — 10,30 p. m, 

Major-General Warren: 

I have been directed to send White’s division to the sux^port of Gen- 
eral Hancock. The dispatch states that Crawford will take command 
of White’s division as well as his own. Please inform me where Craw"- 
ford may be found in order that White may report to him. 

JNO. G. PAPKE. 


General Parke: 


Headquarters Fieth Corps, 

Atigust 25, 1861 — 10,45 p, w. 


You had better send a staff officer to me to find out where General 
Crawford is. 


G. K. AVAERBN, 

Major-General, 


P. S. — ^No other news except that General Meade says the enemy 
broke through Hancock’s right. Willcox’s division may be sufficient 
to enable him to drive the enemy back, but he will probably need more 
re-enforcements. 


G. K, W, 
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Headquarters ]^iNTn Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864 — 1.10 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

Commanding JSeeond Division: 

General: I wish you to relieve General White’s division, botli on 
Ids main line and picket-line, and also make arrangements to relieve 
the picket line of the Third Division. Please have a sharp lookout kept 
in your front and report as soon as iiossible the state of affairs in your 
front. Please hold your men in readiness to move at a moment’s 
notice. 

JKO. G. PAPvKE, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
Reams'' JStation^ August 25^ 1864 — 4.30 p. m. 

General Willcox, 

Commanding Division^ NhitJi Corps : 

For security here i wish you would march your division, with per- 
ha[)s a battery of artillery and no wagons, to this iioint rapidly. Look 
out for both Hanks when you arrive near me, if you hear any tiring in 
rhe neighborhood. 

WmF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Ma jor- Gen era Z, Comm and in g. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 26.^ 1864 — 6.15 a. m. 

Brigaflier-Gcneral Greco, 

Commanding Second Division^ Cavalry Corps : 

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to say that he has 
deluded to send but a force toward the enemy’s supposed position at 
the fork of the stage and Beams’ Station roads, to ascertain whether 
any infantry is in our front, and, if possible, to drive away the enemy’s 
cavalry, in order to give us earlier information should any considerable 
forc'c advance. The general will give you a good brigade of infantry 
with all of your own force you can get together, and wishes you to 
arrange the necessary preliminaries before ho sees you. He will be at 
your lieadquarters during the course of an hour. 

C. H. MOEGAN, 

lAetiicnant-Colonel and Chief of ktajf. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of ViRaiNiA and North Carolina, 

August 25, 1864S.45 a. m. (Eeceived 9.15 a. m.) 
Forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General Grant. 1 think 
this is Pickett’s division going to take Mahone’s place. 


Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 125 f 1864 — 8. SO a. m. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: Tho signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 8 a. m. fourteen cars 
heavily loaded with troops passed tho Junction toward Petersburg, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTOK, 
Cojjtoin and Chief Hignal Officer. 


B. F, BUTLER. 


32 E E— TOL XLII, PT II 
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In the Field, August 25^ 186d. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Chief of Staff: 

I am about to go NTorth, by leave of General Grant, to probate my 
brotlier’s will, wMcli cannot be done witliout my personal i)rcsenee. 
There are matters of business connected with my command and the 
exchange of prisoners which will require me to visit Washington. 
Have I permission to do so “2 

BEINJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Hdqus. Dept, op Yieoinia and Korth Carolina, 

In the Fields August 25^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding j &c.: 

The enemy made a charge on our picket-line early this morning, 
because of the information of some deserters who went over last night 
saying that our troops were all moving away. Thereupon General 
Pickett is reported saying that he wanted to straighten his line near 
Ware Bottom Church, and made a charge for that purpose wdth a very 
strong skirmish line. For the moment our pickets were pressed back, 
but they recovered and charged in return, and retook all our own 
picket-line and part of theirs. The loss of the enemy is pretty large. 
Ours I have not yet learned, but it is trifling. We have captured 
fil'teen prisoners. 

BENTJ. F. BTJTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Viroinia and NTorth Carolina, 

August 25y 1864 — 12,30 o^clock. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: « 

General Birney reports that he has re-established his picket-line, 
which was forced back by a charge from the enemy; that in a charge 
in return he has taken 50 i^risoners — two commissioned ofiScers. We have 
also five deserters. Our loss in killed and wounded is trifling. It was a 
plucky little aftair on the part of General Foster. As all seems to be 
going right now I will, at 2 o’clock, start Korth. A telegram will reach 
me at Willard’s, or at the Fifth Avenue, NTew York, if you should desire 
to communicate with me. 1 have turned over the command to General 
Ord, the senior, during my absence. 

BEITJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- General^ Command ing. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Meldy August 25 j 1864 — 8,06 jg. m. 

Colonel Bowers, 

Assista^it Adjutant- General^ City Point: 

General Birney’s report of the attack on his line this morning shows 
our loss as 1 killed, 16 wounded, and 14 missing. The enemy’s loss in 
killed and wounded must have been more than double our loss, as they 
attacked us in oui' rifle-pits. We captured 61 prisoners. 


J. W. SIIAFFEE, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff, 
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Memorandum Order.] In the Field, August 25^ 1864—1 ])• 
During tlie temporary absence of tbe commanding general tbe com- 
mand of tbe Department and Army of tbe James will be devolved upon 
Maj\ Gen. E. O. 0. Ord, commanding Eighteenth Army Cor]LS. 

BEi^J. F. BUTLEE. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and N'orth Carolina, 

loi the Fieldj Axig%ist 25^ 1864 — 8 m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, 

Chief Quartermaster, Bermuda Landing: 

Tbe Eighteenth Corps has moved to north side of the Appomattox. 

E. S. DAYK, 

Major and Assistant Adjxitant- General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 25, 1861 — 8,30 a. m. 

Colonel Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is 
respectfully forwarded: 


Battery No. 3, August 1S64 — 8,30 a, m. 


Captain N[orton] : 

The firing has coased. The enemy hold pari of onr pits in woods to onr left of 
Battery 3. Generiil Foster has just sent a force to retake them. 

BAKER; 

Sergeant j Signal Corjga, 


■Respectfully, &c., 


L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of 'Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August 25, 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

General: I ■would respectfully state that picket-firing has 'beeu re- 
ported along our whole lino from right to left, andaiipears 'to have been 
commenced by our own men. 

Respectfully, &c., 

L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 
A'ligust ^5, 1861 — 3.55 p. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of j8faff: 

Colonel: The foUo^ring rebel message was intercepted from the 
Archer house station : 


General Beauregard: 

I lia% e felt the enemy line in my 

Respectfully, 


Headquarters Pickett’s Division, 

August L*5j 1864 — 8 p. m. 


front and discover them in force along iny lino. 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

L. B. NTORTONT, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


(Copy to General Grant.) 


Battery 3^ August ^5, 1861— L25p. m. 


Captain Norton: 

The enemy opened with one heavy gun. We arc replying. 

BAKER, 

Sergeant. Signal Coips. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Ya. and N. C., 

No. 233. \ In the Field, Va., August 25, 186L 

# •X’ ^ 

YI. Brigadier-General Ames, with his division, will relieve the col- 
ored troops now stationed near the signal tower. These colored trooi)s, 
upon being reliev(‘d by General Ames^ division, will relieve all the col- 
ored troops now serving vith Major-General Ord. The colored troops 
now serving with General Ord, upon being relieved, will relieve General 
Foster’s command at Deep Bottom. 

# ^ ^ -X- 

XYI. The Second Regiment New Hampshire Yolunteers will be sent 
without delay to relieve the regiments of lOO-days’ men now at Fort 
Pocahontas. The latter regiments, nj)on being relieved, will be placed 
en route for Y^'ashington, D. C., preimratoiy to ])eing sent home to be 
mustered out. Quartermaster’s dex)artment will furnish the n(‘(*essary 
transportaiion. 

XYll. The brigade consisting of the Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth, and 
Twenty- seventh Massachusetts YolnntecTS, and Ninth New fJersey Vol- 
unteers, will be sent to North Carolina, reporting to Drig. Geii. 1. N. 
Palmer, commanding District of North Carolina, who will order tlie 
One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Yolunteers, and the Ninth 
Vermont Yolunteers, to be sent to Bermuda Hundred, to report to 
Major-General Ord, commanding Eighteenth (^orps. Two of the first- 
named regiments will be sent first, and the transportation which takes 
them will bring back the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Yol- 
unteers; then the next two regiments will be sent, and the same trans- 
portation bring back the Ninth Vermont Yolunteers, The quarter- 
master’s department will furnish the necessary transportation, and the 
movements will be made as promptly as possible. 
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XIX. The detacliment of Ohio 100-clays^ men, at Eermiula Land- 
ing, will, as soon as relieved by a company of the First Xew York Yol- 
xinteer Engineers, together with the detachment of the same regiment 
now at City Point, be placed en route for Washington, preparatory to 
being mustered out. Quartermaster’s department will furnish trans- 
portation. 

* -J" it: * * # # 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAYIS, 
Aasistant Adjuiant^OeneraL 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yirginia and Xorth Carolina, 

August ISGi — 5A0 a. m. (Eeceived 0 a. m.) 

General Birney: 

If the enemy are in earnest you will next hear of them on your left* 
Look to that a little. 

BEXJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Ma )or- General j Commanding. 


HEAD(^tTARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY OORPS, 

Atigust 25j 1864. 

Major-General Butler; 

It was reported to me, between 1 and 2 a. m. to-day, that only 700 of 
the 1,800 that started yesterday to relieve Ames reported; the rest 
straggled on the road, so that I did not relieve Ames. I will order such 
as were relieved to be forwarded at once. General Meade informed me 
yesterday he had positive information that Mahone was to relieve 
Pickett, and I (concluded the force in my front to be Pickett’s. Shall I 
send General Ames, now, out of the trenches? 

E. O. G. OED, 

Major-General. 


flndorsement ] 

IlDQES. Dept, op Vieginia and Noeth Oaeolina, 

August 25, 1864 — 6.40 a. m. 

General Bieney: 

Forwarded for the information of General Bimey. 

Do you think that it is necessary to bring Ames out of the trenches 1 
What could cause so much straggling? 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


Headqtjaetees Tenth Aemt Ooeps, 

August 25, 1864. 


Major-General Btjtlbe. 

Gommandhig : 

I only wish Ames to consummate the exchange. I feel quite confident 
of holding my front with my present force. 

D. B. birney, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, op Viroinia and Kortd Carolina, 

August 25^ 1864 — 8 a. m. 


General Bienet; 


Ord does not like to let Ames go this morning. Must you liave kirn, 
or, in other words, is the moyement in your front over? 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


ITEADQrARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS, 

August 1864. 

Major-General Btjtler, 

Commanding Department: 

In executing my order to charge and retake the line from enemy 
we captured -SO privates and 2 commissioned officers. This makes, 1 
think, some 50 altogether. My lines are re-established. 

D. B. BIEKEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Atigust ^5, 1864, 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding : 

General Foster, commanding Turner’s division, reports an attack on 
his picket-line at ‘several points, but that it has not been forced in. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding : 

We send you three prisoners. During the assault they held for a 
while a portion of our trenched picket-line. We have retaken all but 
one point, and wiU take that. They advanced with a line almost of 
battle. 

D. B. BIEHEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eiohteenth Corps, 

August 25y 1864 — 8.45 a. m. 

General Birney, 

Tenth Corps : 

Will any of your corps be sent to relieve part of mine to-day ? I 
should know beforehand and tlie time to expect them. Of the two bri- 
gades of General Terry’s division, one 1,000 and the other 800, only 700 
arrived during the nigbt in time to relieve a part of General Ames’ 
division. To prevent such straggling in the night is difficult. General 
Ames, with 1,500 men, is on the road and should cross the Appomattox 
before 11 a. m. The remainder of his division will march as soon as 
they can be relieved by General Terry’s. 


E. O. 0. OED. 
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Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

August 25^ 186i, 

Major-G-eneral Ord: 

Directly General Ames arrives I will send 3,000 men. There must 
be some mistake as to straggling* in Terry’s division. These men will 
reach you by dusk and relieve as many of yours. The enemy made a 
sharp and determined attac'k on my advanced line to-day,- that vdll 
make me careiul in changing. 

D. B. BIEISTEY, 

Major-General, 


Hbqrs. Dept, op Virginia and Korth Carolina, 

Aug%ist 25^ :l86i — 10,30 a, m, 

Major-General Btrney: 

General Ames’ division has arrived here; you had better order the 
colored brigade to march. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 


IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Forth Carolina, 

In the Fleldy Aiigust 25,^ 1804 — 11 a, m, 

(Eeceived 11.30 a. m.) 

Major-General Birney: 

What is your loss in this morning’s oiierations? 

BEFJ. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding Deparfoyient : 

My losses are trifling in killed and wounded and a few prisoners. 
The rebels lost severely in wounded and some fifty iirisoners. Will 
send in report as soon as I can get it. Terry has got his command all 
in trenches now. Have placed several colonels in arrest for the strag- 
gling. Will stop it in a little while. 

D. B. BIEFET, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Forth Carolina, 

In the Fields Aug^ist 25, 1864, (Eeceived 11.45 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Tenth Army Cori)s: 

Have you received special order arranging the movements of the 
colored troops'? It is almost exactly what you mention in your last 
telegraph to General Butler. 

By command, &c. : 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquaktebs Tenth Abma" Oobps, 

August 1864 — 12.20 2). m. 

Major Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral: 

T have not received the special order, but understand that the col- 
ored troops at signal towei‘ have been ordered to Deep Bottom. I 
understood that a demoralized brigade with General Ord, under (reneral 
Paine, was to go to Deep Bottom, and that 1 was to take tiie signal 
tower troops vdth me. 

D. B. BIBNEV, 

Major-General. 


IIeadquabters Tenth Arma^ (Jobph, 

August 25y 1861. 

Brigadier-General Bibnev: 

The following dispat<‘h was received from department headquarters: 

By a luistako the special order referred towns not sent yon. It is as follows: 
‘^Bri^*adier-General Anns, with his division, will relieve* the colored troops now at 
the signal station. These troops, on l)(‘ing relieved, will relieve all the colored troo]>s 
now with General Ord. The colored troops now with General Ord will relieve Gen- 
eral Foster’s command. '' 

Bespectfidly, 

R. S. DAVIS, 

A ssisfan t A^jula n t-G eneruL 

You will take command of the colored troops mentioned as being 
now at signal station, and take them with you wdieii jmu move. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMTTG, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Major-General Birney : 


Butler’s TTeadquabtebs, 

August 26. 1861. 


The colored troops now in the command of Major-General Ord are 
ordered, upon being relieved, to relieve General Foster. 

li. S. DAVIS, 
Assistaoit Adjuiaitf-Oini ral. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25j 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

I had expected to take the colored regiments near signal tower with 
me to Petersburg, and tliat [the] colored brigade with General Ord 
would go to Deep Bottom. 1 expect to need them there if General 
Ord’s report of Terry’s division is correct. 

D. B. BmisTEY, 

Major-General. 
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General Ord: 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 2o^ 1864: — SAG i?. m. 


All of my colored troops liave marched to relieve all of your colored 
troops tliat are to march to Deep Bottoii to relieve Foster’s brigade 
there. 

D. B. BIENTEY, 

Major- QeneraL 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864, 

Colonel Shaffer, 

Chief of 8taff: 

Have gun-boats been ordei'ed above the pontoon bridge? 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- Qeneral, 


IIdqrs. Dept, of Viruinia and North Carolina, 

August 25^ 1861 — 4,30 p. m. 

General Birney, 

Tenth Corps: 

I have ordered Graham to send up his boats and request Captain 
Smith to send up boats. It looks as if the rebs intended making an 
attack on our front. 

J. W. SHAFFEE, 
Colonel and Chief of 8taff, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 25 j 1864 — 6,20 p. m. 

General Birney, 

Tenth Army Corps: 

1 telegraphed General Meade to know if his necessities on the left 
made more men necessary to him, and he replied that he is not posted 
UvS to the result of this evening’s battle, but as General Hancock has 
repulsed several attacks to-day he thinks the last must have resulted 
the same. As Hancock can do no more damage to the railroad he will 
bo withdrawn. For this reason I have ordered General Faine to report 
to you with his troops (three regiments) as soon as they could be relieved 
and march over. You can place him where his services vdll be most 
needed. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General, 


Old Headquarters [Eighteenth] Army Corps, 

Augxist 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

Upon reflection I think that 3,000 colored troops are more needed on 
this front than yours, and shall keep them unless I receive information 
from General Meade they will not be needed. A severe battle has 
been going on all evening on our exfreme left. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- Oe^ieral, 
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Va,, A^^g^l8t 25, lfi64. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commcmdvif/ Fivismi, Tenth Corps: 

General: I am instructed by Major-General Ord to ask you to re 
enforce as soon as possible that portion of the line of trenches from 
which General Ames has been relieved, with the full number of men 
you intend shall occupy the line. You will also please relieve, as fast 
as your men come up, that portion of the line occupied by Colonel Fair- 
child’s brigade. The movements will have to be made very carefully 
in order to i)revent drawing the fire of the enemy. Have the men take 
the bayonets off their pieces, and use all means of concealment in pass- 
ing along the covered ways and in the trenches. Colonel Fairchild 
and staff* will render you every assistance, and give any information 
you may desire to facilitate you in relieving the trenches. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 

THEODOEE BEAD, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant’ General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

Atignst 25, 1HG4, 

Brigadier-General Terry, 

Commanding Division, Tenth Corps: 

General: I am instructed by Major-General Ord to say that you 
need not keep your reserve troops formed any longer, but that he wishes 
you to have your men sleep on their arms in readiness for any night 
attack, and that you have all your troops under arms half an hour 
before daylight, in readiness for any emergency. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODOEE BEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant’General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig., 1st Div., 10th A. 0., 

Nfo. 105. 5 Deep Bottom, Va,, August 25, 1864, 

*###**# 

II. In obedience to instructions from corps headquarters the Twenty- 
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers will proceed to corps headquarters, 
using all possible dispatch, and report to the assistant adjutant-general, 
Tenth Army Corps, 

III. Col. G. B. Dandy will at once proceed with his command to 
headquarters Tenth Army Corps. They will move in heavy marching 
order with shelter-tents, knapsacks, &c. 

IV. The commanding officer of the Eleventh Maine Volunteers will 
at once proceed with his command to corps headquarters. They will 
move in heavy marching order with shelter-tents, knapsacks, &c. 

By order of Col. H, M. Plaisted, Eleventh Maine Volunteers, com- 
manding brigade: 

[THOS. F. EDMANDS,] 
Captain and, Acting Assistant AdjutanPOeneral, 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25 j 1864. 

Brift'adier-General Foster, 

Commanding Second Dhnsion: 


General: I am instructed by the major-general eonimanding to 
inform you that the Twenty-fourth Massa(*’husetts is ordered to report 
to you for the puri) 0 se of fully manning the three advanced redoubts, 
the holding of which he regards as vital to the line. 

Eespectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Assist (( nt Adju tani- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General ^ Tenth Corps: 

The casualties in this division, in the skirmish of this morning, were 
1 killed, 12 wounded, 14 missing. 

R. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Atigust 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General : General Ord reports that in marching to his headquarters 
with two brigades, out of 1,800 men General Terry only arrived with 
700. This is extraordinary even for straggling. The major-general 
commanding wishes you m marching over to use extraordinary precau- 
tions. Commanding officers of brigades, regiments, and companies 
should march at rear of their commands. Knapsacks and camp mat- 
ters can be transported by sujiply trains, and the division so marched 
as to keep every man in the ranks. He wishes you to instruct your 
officers in this matter, and show that the corps can march as well as 
fight. Major-General Ord makes a very severe report as to the First 
Division. The column should be, by hourly halts, kept closed up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Aug%ist 25, 1864 — 3.10 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Foster, 

Commanding Second Division : 

The major-general commanding directs that as soon as your command 
is relieved by General Ames, you inarch with it to the late headquarters 
of the Eighteenth Corps before Petersburg. A staff officer will be sent 
to conduct you. You will please send word when you are ready to 
march. 

Respectfully, 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistani Adjutant- General. 
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Headquartbes Tenth Aeiit Corps, 

August S3, 18GL 

General Poster: 

Come on as soon as relieved. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant A^jutaut-Oetio'ah 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August S5, 1804 — 4.10 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Poster : 

You will not be relieved by General Ames, but will remain on the 
line until further ordei's. 

By order of Major-General Birney; 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutaut-Oenerah 


Headquarters 

Commanding Oppicee, 

Deep Bottom : 

Send two more regiments here at once. 
By order of Major-General Birney: 


Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 


ED. W. SMITH, 
Assist a n t Adjutan t- Oen era 1. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

Commanding Ofpicee, 

Spring Hill: 

Be prepared for an attack at any moment. 

By order of Major-General Birney; 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Hatcher’s, August 25, 1864 — 7.40 p. m. 

Colonel Smith: 

I would respectfully suggest the propriety of building a battery in 
rear of Batteiy No. 4, to the left of the road and the right of Battery 
No. 5. 

Veiy respectftilly, your obedient servant,. 

E. S. POSTEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Birney, 

Commanding Colored Brigade: 

Upon being relieved by General Ames’ division. Eighteenth Corps, 
you will march across pontoon bifdge and report to Brigadier-General 
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Terry, near headquarters? BigMeenth Corps. General Ames -vrill 
relieve your pickets, u'Mch uill follow you. A staff ofScer will show 
you the route. Every precaution will be used against straggling. 

By order of Major-General Biimey: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assista nt AU j uta nt- General. 


Headqttaetbus Eighteenth Aehy Coups, 

August 4^.5, 1804 — 7 a. m. 

General Humpheeys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The following telegram just received from General Butler: 

Mahone’s division has re-ciiforeed Pickett, and the enemy are making attack at 
Ware Bottom Cliurcli. Is Amos ou his march? 

I aiivswered that — 

Only 700 of the 1,^00 which started to rolievo General Ames’ division were reported 
at 1 a. m. to-day as having arrived, and General Ames’ men arc not relieved- 1 shall 
form those which are not in the trenches, and, if yon direct, start them. 

Will General IVIcade ^ivc General Butler information as to Pickett’s 
haying relieved Mahone in my front? 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major- Generah 


TTeauquaeters Army of the Potomac, 

August 1864 — 7,25 a, m, 

Major-General Orb, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Yonr dispatch jnst received. We have no deserters or others that 
give us information of Pickett having relieved Mahone. Pro]>al)ly 
those were Pickett’s troops seen yesterda.y afternoon moving out of 
Petersburg toward the intrenchmeiits south of the lead- works. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8taff, 


ITeauc^uarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 25y 1864. — 8 a, m, 

Major-General Orb, 

. ' Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

The last inibrmatioa we have of Mahone is from deserters from his 
division on the night of the 2.‘hl. lie had then returned to his former 
position in the trenches. 

A. A. IHJMPIIEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Hbqrs. Dept, of Virginia anb Forth Carolina, 

August 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Orb: 

You may send over here as much of Ames’ division as you can. 
Caution him to march so as to prevent straggling. If you can relieve 
his troops without loss they may as well be relieved. Take measures 
U) pick up the stragglers of Terry’s division. 

BEFJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 
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Headquarters EiOHTEENTn Army Corps, 

August ^5, 1864. 


General Butler: 


Five of my batteries started last night 5 1,500 of General Ames’ men 
will start at once, if not countermanded. They were relieved by about 
halt* that number. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A%ig%ist 25^ 1861 — 10.15 a. m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding JEJighteenth Gor2)s: 


Is the whole of your corps to move to the north side of the Appo- 
mattox upon being relieved in the trenches by the Tenth Corps? Is 
the Tenth Coims as strong as the Eighteenth, or stronger? 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps, 

August 25y 1864. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The Third Division, colored, goes to Deep Bottom north of the James, 
Ames’ division north of the Appomattox, and Carr’s division to Spring 
Hill. The Tenth Corps is stronger than mine. 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Poa'OMAC, 

Augicst 25j 1864 — 2.10 ]). m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps. 


All the available troops General Mott can scrape together have been 
sent down the plank road to the intersection of the Eeams’ Station 
road, as General Hancock reported the enemy had broken through ‘ 
Gregg’s line from the Weldon railroad to the plank road. This leaves 
General Mott with a very thin line. In arranging for the transfer of 
your artillery to the north side of Appomattox please hold in mind not 
to get our contingent batteries into the works to-day or to-morrow. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-G&neral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 25y 1864 — 2.80 p. m. 

General Humphreys: 

“ Your dispatch of 2.10 p. m. received, and will be attended to. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 
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Heauquartees EigtHteenth Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

General Humphreys: 


General Butler lias just sent me word tliat tlie command of tlie 
department devolves upon me in Ms temporary absence. 

E. O. G. OED, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Va., Avgust 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Arony Corps: 

I have just received tlie dispatch to General Pickett which was in- 
tercepted by our signal officers. If there is to be any blowing' up it 
will iirobably be in front of the Eighteenth Corps. The men who are 
likely to be exposed, however, ought to be notified, so they will not be 
stampeded. If we can be on our guard when a mine is sprung the 
enemy ought to be repulsed with great slaughter. Where do you 
understand ffiom the dispatch the explosion is to take place? 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


General Meade: 


Headc^uarters Exchteenth Army Corps, 

August 25j 1864 — 7.50 p. m. 


In addition to the troops in my trenches I have a reserve of six 
regiments colored trooiis, three of them pretty good regiments. If 
General Hancock is pressed back, or immediate necessity arises for 
these troops, they are at your service with three days^ rations and 100 
I’ounds of ammunition. 1 think the intercepted dispatch intended to 
draw our force over to the north side of the Appomattox, where Gen- 
eral Birney is in command with 7,500 men, and who is prepared for an 
attack. If you require my reserve force please send officers to pilot 
them. 

E, O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 


P. S. — How goes the battle? 


E, O. C. O. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Aug'ust 25^ 1864 — 8.80 p. m. 

Major-General Ord: 

Many thanks for your offer of troops. I shall not need them. The 
appearance of the enemy in such heavy force will prevent any further 
destruction of the railroad, and Hancock will be withdrawn to night 
within our lines. I have not heard recently from the field, but just 
before I left he had repulsed several vigorous attacks of the enemy, 
inflicting heavy loss on him. Soon after I left the heavy artillery 
firing commenced, the result of which has not been reported. Willcox’s 
division, Mnth Oori)S, was near Hancock, moving up to his support 
when I left. I have no doubt he has punished the enemy severely, and 
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am only sorry T have to withdraw him, as our boys like iiotliiug better 
than to get the rebels to charge their breast- works. I don^t under- 
stand Beauregard’s dispatch. Hoke has only one division. It looks 
as if it was intended avS a blind. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

Atigtist 25^ 1861 — J m, 

Major-General Ord : 

The following is from the signal officer at Spring Hill, timed 4.45 
p. m.: 

Fourteen cars, pjirtly loaded 'vvith troops, just passed the Junction toAvard Rich- 
mond. 

SIMONS, 

Lhuttnani and Signal Officer, 

J. W. {SIIAFFEB, 
Colonel and Chief of iStaff, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

Au(j%iHi ^5, 1861. 

Major-General Ord: 

The rebel dispatch I sent you indicates that they intend attacking 
on this front. 1 have requested gun-boats to go up Appomattox. 1 
have sent all the information I have received to General Biriicy for his 
information. General Butler being absent, you are in commaml. 1 will 
forward you all information I i*eceive. 

J. W. BIIAFEEB, 
Colonel and OJmf of I8taj}\ 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 
Augmt 25 1864 — 5 p. m. (Bcceived 5.120 ]). m.) 

Colonel Shaffer: 

Warn the troops upon any point of the line likely to be mined. JMaee 
strong rcvserves with artilleiy in rear of such points. Have the men 
and guns in the advance work likely to be mined withdrawn under 
cover of a second line. The colored troops on the way here will be sent 
back, except a garrison for the fort at tliis (md of the pontoon biidgo. 
General Birney will be notified by you to remain in charge between the 
James and Appomattox. 

OFT), 

31ajor-(re}ieraL 


f Indorsement.] 


General Bienby: 

I .send the following [above] dispatch for your information and in- 
struction. 

J. W. SUAFFEli, 
Colonel and Chief of tStnff. 
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Heauqxjabtebs Eighteenth Aemy Oobps, 

August 25, 1864 — 6.25 jp. m. 


Colonel Shaffer: 


From the best information you have where do you suppose General 
Pickett to be? 


OED, 

Major- general. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

August 25, 1864 — 6.55 p. m. 


General Ord: 

I have no doubt he is on this front near the left of our line. 

J. W. SHAFPEE, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 25, 1864 — 7 jp. m. 

Major-General Ord: 

Pickett’s division and Thomas’ brigade of Georgia troops are known 
to be on this front. I cannot, however, see where they could possibly 
have a mine on this front unless under one advanced redoubt we have. 
Possibly the mine may be on south side Appomattox. General Birney 
will be fully prepared for them here. 

J. W. SHAFPEE, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

Maj. Theodore Bead, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Major : I have the honor to state that our lookouts report no move 
ments of the enemy visible in our front. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. CAEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. CARR, 

Commandnng Division : 

Major-General Ord directs that you be prepared for assault at 
moment’s notice, and have your reserves under arms at once. 

■ Veryrespedihlly, S. S, SBWAED, 

Mc^or and Aide-ds-Camp, 


£•53 R B— VOL XLII, PT II 
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Headquarters liJianTEENTH Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, First Division : 

I am instructed by Major-General Old to say That you need not keep 
your reserves formed any longer, but that he wishes you to have your 
troops sleep on their arms, in preparation for any night attack. Half an 
houi‘ before daylight to-morrow you will have all your troops under arms 
and ready for any emergency. You will also have 100 rounds of am- 
munition per man on your side of the creek, in order that you may 
sutler no inconvenience in case of a rain. Your troops that have been 
in reserve in rear of General Ames^ front have been relieved and or- 
dered to report to you. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODORE READ, 

Assistant AdjutanP General. 


Headquarters Eidhteenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Carr, 

Commanding First Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps : 

General ; Major-General Ord directs me to say that he expects 
your command to be relieved to-night, and he desires you to take the 
necessary steps and to march your division, train in advance, across 
the Appomattox. Your division is to relieve General Foster’s, late Gen- 
eral Turner’s, division. You wiU send a staff* officer at once to the 
place occupied by the division, to learn the localities and select camps 
and quarters. I shall probably relieve the men in your trenches by 
colored troops now on this side the Appomattox. Please report at 
these beadquarters in person as soon as you can, for farther instruc- 
tions. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. SHARPE, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Dit., EiaHTEENTH Army Corps, 

August 25, 1864. 

Brigade commanders will have their troops sleep on their arms to- 
night, in readiness to meet any attack that may be made. Half an hour 
before daylight to-monow morning the troops will stand to their arms 
in readiness for any emergency. Brigade commanders will also see 
that their commands are supplied with fifty rounds of ammunition per 
man. 

By command of Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr: 

J. JOHNSOI^, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move 
at a moment’s notice. 

By command of Brig. Gen, J, B, Carr: 

J. JOHNSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 


Brig. Geu. A. Ames, 

Commanding Second Division: 


August irS6i. 


G;ENERAL: General Ord wishes you to march your men through the 
ravine or valley a little to the left of his headquarters, and all the way 
to cover them, if possible, from the enemy. Believe your division this 
morning fcom the trenches if you can do so with safety, and march 
them across the Appomattox as fast as you can do so. Please report 
as you start. Be careful to prevent straggling. 

Eespectfully, 

S. S. SEWAED, 

Major and; Aide-de-Gamj)» 


Hdqrs. Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Near Eatclierh^ A^igust 25^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Tenth Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the three brigades of my 
command are in line at proper intervals from Battery No, 0, on the 
right, to the Appomattox Eiver, ready to move to any point at a mo- 
ment’s notice in case they should be called upon to resist an attack. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. AMES, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Brigadier- General Ames directs me to inform you that lus command 
reached the bridge at 10.40. The command was all up; very little 
straggling. General Ames intends crossing at once, and will repoi't 
temporarUy to Major-General Birney. 

TV. H. ABEL, 

Captain and Assistami Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 25^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ames, 

Commanding Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps : 

General : Brigadier-General Birney’s command is ordered to return 
to the intrenchments. He will take position on the left, relieving your 
force, so that you can have ample reserves for the exposed points neax' 
the center. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Aanis^tant Adjutant- General^ 
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Headquarters Tenth Army (Jorps, 

Atigust 25^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ames : 

General Ord lias countermanded tlie order for Birney’s brigade to 
come back. Colonel Grubb, commanding Si)ring Hill, reports a rebel 
column moving toward our front (Battery 3, old). 

By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant' General. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Near Fetcrshurg^ Ya.^ August 25j 1664. 

Col. E. Wright, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel: I am directed by tbe general commanding to inform you 
that your command will be relieved to-night as soon as it is dark 
enough to do it with safety. You will send two staff officers to these 
headquarters to conduct the colored troops, who are to relieve regi- 
ments of your command, to their position on the line. You will cause 
your camp to be struck, wagons loaded and moved to the rear of divis- 
ion headquarters in the open space, and see that your command is 
ready to be put in' motion as soon as relieved, when you will form 
your brigade in the rear of division headquarters. On the march 
the trains will precede the columns. Every precaution will be taken 
to prevent straggling. Company and regimental commanders will 
march in the rear of them respective commands. The rear guard 
will march in the rear of the brigade to urge forward all stragglers. 
Yon will march in the rear of your command, accompanied by the 
senior medical officer, who will allow none to leave the ranks or 
be put upon ambulances, unless them condition absolutely recpiires 
it. Your assistant adjutant-general, accompanied by an orderly, 
will move at the head of the column to receive orders for tlie general 
direction of the troops. You will allow the column to rest for ten 
minutes occasionally, being careful to notify your command of the 
length of the rest, and also being careful to select open ground where 
there are no trees nor bushes, so that none may be left behind asleep 
and be overlooked. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SOLOK A. OAETEE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 

P. S. — If you have employment for your staff* officers, officers from 
these headquarters will put the troops in line. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Nea/r Petersburg^ Fu., August 25^ 1864. 

Ool. E. Wright, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Colonel: By direction of the general commanding you will have 
your command formed as soon as possible after being relieved in the 
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imniecliate vicinity of yonr own headquarters. You vill see that they 
are supplied with seven days’ rations and 100 rounds of ammunition 
upon their person. Division headquarters will be there in a short time. 
1 am, colonel, very respecttully, vour obedient servant, 

SOLON A. CAETEE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


City Point, Va., August 20, lfib4—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hallecic, 

Washington, D. C.: 

I have no report of casualties yet from operations -yesterday near 
Beams’ Station. Orders were given during the day for General Han- 
cock to return, but, being pressed by the enemy, he could not do so until 
night. Frequent assaults were repulsed, but just before night the 
enemy carried one point of the line and captured eight pie(*es of artil- 
lery. The stait* officer, who gives the only report i have, thinks the 
enemy were very severely punished, and that our loss in prisoners will 
be small. During the night General Hancock returned to his place in 
line without opposition. Yesterday morning the enemy drove in Gen- 
eral Butler’s picket-line. The picket guard soon rallied, however, 
drove the enemy back, and re-established their lines. The result Avas 
1 killed, 10 wounded, and 14 missing on our side. Two commissioned 
officers and 59 men were captured from the enemy. What their cas- 
ualties were in killed and wounded we do not know. 

U. S. GBANT, 

FAeuteyiant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 20, 180i — 10 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Hancock’s troops were withdrawn without molestation or being fol- 
lowed. He is now near the Williams house. He rei)orts his command 
at present unserviceable. A report from General Gregg, commanding 
cavalry on Warren’s left and Hancock’s rear, reports the enemy press- 
ing his pickets a little this morning with a view, he thinks, of picking 
up stragglers. Warren’s and Parke’s troops have returned to their for- 
mer position, and every preparation has been made to meet any further 
offensive movements of the enemy. All else quiet. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 20, 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 

General Grant: 

A safeguard that was left on the battle-field remained there till 
after daylight this morning. At that time the enemy had all dis- 
appeared, leaving their dead on the field unburied. This shows how 
severely they were punished, and doubtless hearing of the an-ival of 
re-enforcements they feared the result to-day if they remained. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-QeneraL 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

J ngust 26^ 1864 — 1 _p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Since sending my last dispatch I have conversed with the safeguard 
referred to. He did not leave the field till after sunrise. At that time 
nearly all the enemy had left, moving toward Petersburg. He says they 
abandoned not only their dead, but their wounded also. He conversed 
with an officer, who said their losses were greater than ever before dur- 
ing the war. The safegniard says he was over a part of the field, and 
it Avas covered with the enemy’s dead and wounded. He has seen a 
great many battle-fields, but never saw such a sight. Very few of our 
dead; nearly all of the enemy. All of our wounded are brought off, but 
oui* dead unburied. I have instructed Gregg to make an effort to send 
a party to the field and bury our dead. 1 should judge, from all ac- 
counts, the enemy will most likely be quiet for some time. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


General Butler’s Headquarters, 

Aug%i8t 26j 1864. 

Colonel Bowers, 

Assistant Adjtdant- General : 

Following rebel signal message was intercepted by our signal officer 
at the Miles house lookout at 11 a. in. : 


August 26 , 1864 -. 

General Pickett; 

Iloke^s mine failed to explode from some nameless cause in the gallery. It will he 
tried again soon. Have your re-enforcements arrived? 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


[J. W. SHAFFEE.] 


[Indorsement.] 


1 V . M. 

Forward to General Meade at General Hancock’s headquarters or at 
headquarters of Ninth or Fifth Corps. 

A. A. IIUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, Va., August 1864. 

General Meade: 

The signal dispatch intercepted is evidently a hoax, as was the one 
intercepted yesterday, to blind us from some really intended attack. 
To-day I suspect it will be against Warren. 

IT. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Ya., August 26, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

I think the chances are that Warren will be attacked in rear this 
afternoon by the same force that attacked Hancock yesterday. There 
will he probably a demonstration on his front by aU the force now occu- 
pying the lines in his front. If Warren can prepare for both a front 
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and rear attack tlie enemy will be most severely bandied. The cavalry 
ought to watch the enemy well and give full notice of the direction from 
which he comes, and when they are forced back into our lines they 
should fight on foot with our infantry. If Warren can be fuither re- 
enforced by putting* Hancock’s men on the line and relieving some now 
there, it ought to be done. I give this as iny viewfi?om the intercepted 
dispatch of Beauregard. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General 


General Grant: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aiig 2 ist ^6*, ^ p. m. 


I have just received your dispatch in reference to an attack upon 
Warren. All you suggest has been done. Warren is prepared, and 
Gregg’s cavalry is well out watching all approaches. I have sent you 
the information by the safeguard, showing you how terribly the enemy 
was punished yesterday, and that they retired last night to Petersburg, 
leaving their dead and wounded on the field. This may be owing to their 
intention to attack at some other point, but 1 don’t think it wDl be on 
Warren. Previous to your dispatch I had directed Hancock to relieve 
Perrero’s division of colored troops, not to increase Warren’s defensive 
force, but to use these troops in the construction of Warren’s redoubts, 
as they work so much better than the white troops, and save the latter 
for fighting. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General 


llBADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 26 j 1864 — 9Ao p, m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The usual <j[uiet has imevailed along the lines to-day. This j). m. 
signal officers reported the movement of considerable bodies of the 
enemy (artillery and infantry) passing the lead- works into Petersburg, 
some turning apparently to the left, or the enemy’s right. This was 
undoubtedly the force that attacked Hancock yesterday, returning to 
their intreuchments. The following disposition of troops will be made 
to-morrow : The Second Ooriis, one division in the trenches from the left 
of the Tenth Corps to the Strong house, with one division in reserve on 
the Jerusalem plank road and one division in reserve in rear of the 
point of junction of the Second and Tenth Corps; three divisions of 
the Ninth Corps on the line between the Strong house and the right of 
Fifth Corps; the Fourth Division, colored, in reserve at the Guidey 
house, to be employed in constructing the field-works to be built to 
vstrengthen the line; three divisions of the Fifth Corps on the line 
crossing the Weldon railroad and extending down that road to the 
Perkins house; a fourth division in reserve. By this arrangement 
each coi*ps has a reserve which can, in case of emergency, be concen- 
trated at any point threatened. Major-General Birney. commanding 
Tenth Corps, has reported x>i^i*t of his corps being in the trenches oc- 
cupied by the Eighteenth; the balance to relieve part of the Eigh- 
teenth. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General 
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City Point, August 186L 

Major-General Meade: 

You are authorized at all times, until further orders, to assume com- 
mand and direct the movements of all troops operating against Peters- 
burg south of the Appomattox. 

U. S. GEA13-T, 
Lieutenant- General. 


(Copy to General Ord.) 


IIeadquarters Army of the Potomac, 

A%igust ^6, 18()i — 1 p. m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac : 

I send you part of McEntee’s report of statement of prisoners as to 
the force of the enemy against Hancock yesterday.-*' The cavalry on 
the enemy’s right is W. H. F. Lee’s division, composed of Chambliss’ 
(old), Barringer’s, and Hearing’s brigades, and Butler’s division (Hamp- 
ton’s old), composed of Young’s, Eosser’s, and Butler’s brigades. There 
is, besides, a small brigade commanded by Colonel G ary. Some two or 
three regiments of cavalry have been left off on north side of James. 
Hampton commands all the cavalry, and has been promoted to be lieu- 
tenant-general. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

August 1801 — ^ p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Ask General Hunt if he cannot spare one or two batteries for Han- 
cock to use near the Williams house. I think there are some of the 
NTinth Corps which are available; if he takes them let him notify Parke 
of it. 


GEO. G. MEAHE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August ^6, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: On examination of about thirty prisoners of war I find 
the troops in front of General Hancock yesterday to have been as fol- 
lows: Wilcox’s division entire. Thomas’ brigade, of Wilcox’s division, 
has been exchanged for Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s division (said to 
be on account of some disagreement between Generals Field and An- 
derson). Kirkland’s and Cooke’s brigades, of Heth’s division, and San- 
ders’ and Mahone’s brigades, of Mahone’s division. . The balance of two 


* See McEntee to Humphrey a, secoDcl, 
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last named divisions are still lying in the treiiolies in front of Peters- 
burg. I also find some changes in the organization of the enemy’s 
cavalry. General Hampton has been promoted to be lieutenant-gen- 
eral, and is in command of the whole cavalry force, which is now 
organized into three divisions, commanded respectively by Geneial 
Pitz Lee, General W. H. P, Lee, and General Butler. General Pitz Lee 
has Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades, and is now in the Valley with his 
force. General W. H. P. Lee has Davis’ (Chambliss’ old), Barringer’s, 
and Dearin g’s brigades. Bearing’s brigade is composed of Pourth Korth 
Carolina, Seventh Confederate, and Second Georgia Eegiments. But- 
ler’s division is composed of Young’s, Rosser’s, and Butler’s biigades. 
Butler’s brigade is composed of Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth South Caro- 
lina Regiments; came here from South Carolina last May. First and 
Second' South Carolina, of Young’s brigade, relieved the three latter 
regiments on the coast of South Carolina. There is also a brigade of 
cavalry not attached to a division, commanded by Colonel Gary, and 
composed of Twenty-fourth Virginia, Seventh South Carolina, and 
Hampton’s Legion. With the exception of the two brigades with Gen- 
eral Early, and perhaps two or three regiments left north of the James, 
I think all of the above mentioned cavalry arc on the enemy’s light, 
near Stony Creek. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENfTEE, 

Captain^ &c. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 26^ 1864, 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Pointy Va, : 

The .troops in front of General Hancock were Wilcox’s division en- 
tire. Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s, has been exchanged for Thomas’, 
of Wilcox’s, which may have given Davenport impression that Wilcox 
was there. Cooke’s and Kirkland’s, of Heth’s, and Mahone’s and 
Sanders’, of Mahone’s, were also at Reams’. The balan(*e of the two 
latter divisions were left in trenches, in our front. All their cavalry 
under Lieutenant-General Hampton, save Wickham and Lomax, were 
also at Reams’. There may be two or three regiments of cavalry north 
of James, but the brigades are represented heue. 

J. MoENTTEE, 

Captain, 


City Point, August 26, 1864, 

Lieutenant Manning-, 

Oeneral ButlePs titaff: 

Lieutenant: The troops which fought Hancock were Wilcox’s 
division entire, Cooke’s and Kirkland’s, of Heth’s, and Sanders’ and 
Mahoue’s, of Anderson’s. Thomas’ brigade, of Wilcox’s, has been ex- 
changed for Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s. The other brigades of 
Heth and Malioue were left in the trenches on our front. We think all 
the cavalry was also at Reams’ Station. What do you get? 

SHARPE, 

Colonel, 
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PIeadquarters, 

August ^6‘, 1864 — 4,15 p, m, (Eeceived 4.25 p. in.) 
Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point : 

Two deserters from Eighth Yirginia and Twenty-fourth Virginia, 
Terry’s and Huntoii’s brigades, report matters unchanged in our front. 
They know nothing of Mahone, and say no new troops have arrived. 
One deserter from Sixty-third Tennessee eanie in from Deep Bottom; 
says Johnson’s old brigade is on the north bank, but knows nothing 
outside his brigade. Eefugee from Eichinond reports much dissatis- 
faction in the city. Women congregate before Jeif. Davis’ house and 
mayor’s office, demanding meal, and that great suffering exists. The 
ne^'o troops taken from Burnside’s corps, are treated brutally. He 
came out of Eichmond by the way of Chaffin’s farm, and says there are 
few troops between the city and Deep Bottom. Johnson’s battery, 
with 300 men, across the road from Chaffin’s farm, and further below a 
command of 500 men, N'orth Carolinians, under Colonel Elliott, were 
the only forces he met. 

FEED. L. MAN-NTIKC, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamp, 


Plank Eoad SiaNAL S'cation, 

A%igust ^6*, 1864 — 6,15 a, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The numbers of the enemy on the line of works, lately thrown up, 
between lead- works and large fort near Weldon railroad, appear less 
this morning than yesterday. A i)arty of twenty-five were at work 
on the line joining the works in vicinity of lead- works, but a fatigue 
party of fifty came out of woods in vicinity of lead-works and the 
working pai‘ty, then busy working, joined the fifty and they went down 
the railroad and disappetired in the woods at the north side of the 
large fort. All quiet at other points of tlie enemy’s line visible from 
this station and no changes visible. 

II. W. FTTLTONT, 

Sergeant, 


Eighteenth Army Corps Signal Station, 

August 26^ 1864, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

. Chief Signal Officer : 


Colonel Brent: 


Two steamers liaye just come above pontoon, Ip. in., with flags from stem to 
stem. Three regiments of intantry have just come out of breast-works in ()])(m S])aco 
to left of Cobb^s and are going toward the woods in rear of that ]>oint. Five six- 
horse wagons passed Bermuda Hundred road going toward that place. Eighteen 
six-horse wagons now passing open space going to enemy's front in Chcstorlield. 

(Same to A. B.) 


General Beauregard: 


Headquarters. 

Cheslerfieldf Auf/ust ^6, 1864 — 1:1,45 p, m. 


So much the better. Only one division arrived yet from Richmond, 11.15. 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-Gme^'ol, Commanding. 


FULLEE, 

Lieutenant Signal Officer. 
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Hdqks. Abmy of the Potomac, Sicnal Department, 

August 26^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Glmf of Stajf: 

General : The following dispatch should have been received some 
time since, but just came from plank road station: 


At 4.4.0 p. m. a squadron of cavalry and hrigade of infantry came from the left on 
line of the Weldon railroad and disappeared near lead-works, moving toward Pe- 
tersh urg. Immediately after another column of infantry and one of cavalry appeared, 
coming from the left on line of Weldon railroad, and took the roads running west- 
ward parallel with each other from southeast corner of large fort. The infantry 
occupied thirteen minutes in passing, and the cavalry eleven minutes. The presence 
of a large force in the vicinity of the fort is supposed from seeing many men in scat- 
tered parties through the day, lounging about. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department, 

August 20\ 1864 — 5.10 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatch received from the signal station 
near the Weldon railroad under charge of the officer with General 
Warren: 

A column of enemy’s infantry, say one division, followed hy two army wagons 
and some paok-mulos, hiis just passed to our right ou Squirrel Level road. They were 
twenty-live minutes passing. 

STRYKER. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoab Signal Station, 

August 26, 1861 — 6 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 5.30 a column of infantry, about a mile in length, came from our 
left on line of , Weldon railroad and disappeared near lead-works, 
moving in direction of Petersburg. Another column of infantry, appar- 
ently coming from woods in rear of large fort, is halted on road west of 
new work. I can’t see the end of the column. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant. 


August 26, 1864. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

Everything very quiet in enemy’s lines all day. E'othing of any 
nature worthy of report noticed. 

A. 0. JOEDAN, 

Sergeant 
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Atjotjst 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

Enemy’s signal report: 

New tented camp below pontoon bridge on Berinndn Hundred side. S<iuads of 
four 01* live seen moving about in it. Six oi seven wagons crossed pontoon bridge 
and moved toward open space to left of CobVs. 

A. 0. JOI® A^sr. 


Orders.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 26^ 1864. 

The following disposition of troops will be made to-morrow morning, 
the 27th instant: 

1. Major-General Hancock will retain one division of his corps on 
the plank road in the vicinity of the Williams house. One division 
will be established in the vicinity of the Avery house. General Mott’s 
division will continue to hold the line it is now posted on. 

2. Major-General Parke will relieve Perrero’s division by Willcox’s 
and White’s divisions, which will hold the line from the Strong house 
to Potter’s right. Ferrero’s division will be established in reserve in 
the vicinity of the Gurley house. 

3. General Gregg’s division of cavalry will be posted between the 
Weldon railroad and plank roadj General Kautz’s division between 
the plank road and the James Kiver. General Gregg will receive his 
directions from these headquarters, and will, besides reporting to it 
everything important that occurs, communicate to General WaiTen and 
General Hancock whatever concerns their respective commands. 

4. The chief engineer will proceed at once to the construction of 
the redoubts iiroposed for the left of the line on the Weldon railroad, 
and of the works at Burnt Chimneys and the Strong house. He will 
call on the commanders having troops in reser\^e for working parties. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 

A.95 i titan t Adj uta tit- General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

Avgust 26^ 1864 — 2 a. m. 

Major-General Meade : 

My troops are now massing near the Williams house. It will be a 
long time before the stragglers are up and my command organized so 
as to be serviceable. It has been engaged in one of the severest and 
most obstinate battles the corps has ever fought. At dark the enemy 
held only the line they had taken from General Gibbon and General 
Gregg. I had retaken part of my intrenchments, and would have 
retaken everything if I had had another brigade at about 6 or 7 o’clock. 
Unfortunately your note telling me that re-enforcements were ordered 
up did not reach me till 4.15, and it was 5 before I could reach either 
Mott or Willcox. General Miles’ and General Gregg’s commands di<l 
particularly well. I lost several guns. The horses had nearly all been 
shot before the final assault. The line taken from General Gibbon was 
so close to my only remaining line of letreat that I decided not to 
imperil Willcox by putting him in after dark, but withdrew my com- 
mand. It wiU not be available to-day for any serious work. The 
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enemy must liave suffered heavily. I think my own losses in killed 
and wounded severe but not great, as I fought under cover principally. 
Willcox arrived two miles and a hall‘ from the field at 7.15. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General of Volmiteers. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Angitst i*6‘, 186i. (Eeceived 8 a. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The following dispatch received about an hour ago: 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding : 


IIcadquakteus Second Cavalry Division, 

Axignst 30, 1S64, 


General: The enemy did not follow on my rear last nif>ht at all. I did not move 
from the position held b,\ General Willcox until 12 o^clock. The enomy aro pressing 
my pickets a little this morning — I snpiiose looking for stragglers. Very many men 
hid in the woods last night, l)ut they are in motion this morning. One of my regi- 
ments, mounted, remained at the swamp, on the lelt of the battle-field, until 11 
o’clock. The enemy did not molest it at all. The line is established as you directed. 
I have oue of my brigades near McCann’s, the other on the left ot Warren. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier- General. 


WINFT) S. HANCOCK. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aug^ist 26^ 1864. (Eeceived 9.45 a. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

The attack about 5.30 was probably intended to be a simultaneous 
one, by Wilcox on my center and Heth on my left. The enemy formed 
in the woods, placed their artillery in x>ositiou, and opened a heavy can- 
nonade, lasting about fifteen minutes, and then assaulted Miles^ front. 
He resisted tenaciously, but the enemy broke his line. Some of Gib- 
bou^s troops were hurried over to repair the damage, and the enemy 
only gained a slight foothold. They soon attacked on my extreme left, 
driving Gibboii^s division from its line. His men had been much wearied 
rushing over to General Miles and hack during the repeated assaults. 
General Gibbon succeeded in forming a secoM line, and the enemy, who 
were pressing on with great enthusiasm, were severely checked by the 
dismounted cavalry under General Gregg, whi(*h behaved handsomely. 
General Miles regained more of his intrenchinents, distinguishing him- 
self. All he had to work with were such small x)arties as could be 
rallied and formed by staff* officers. Tlie fighting was continuous till 
dark, the enemy being held in check by artillery, dismounted cavalry, 
and skirmishers. At dark we withdrew, for reasons stated. The chief 
of artillery reports that he lost about 250 horses. The enemy made no 
advance up to a late hour last night, holding, as far as could be 
seen, some of our captured guns with their skirmish line. They must 
have suffered heavily. My own loss, including cavalry, will perhaps not 
exceed 1,200 or 1,500, though this is surmise, as the command is not 
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yet organized.- Captain Brownson, of iny staff, was mortally wounded, 
dying during the night. Colonel Walker, assistant adjutant-general, 
is missing. It is acknowledged to have been one of the most deter- 
mined and desperate tights of the war, resembling Spotsylvania in its 
character, though the number of engaged gives it less importance. A 
few more good troops would have given us a victory of considerable 
importance. I forward this morning prisoners from Field, Wilcox, and 
Heth. Major Angel, of my staff, saw and conversed with two prison- 
ers of Mahoneys division last night. I do not find them this morning. 
They said Mahoneys division, with the exception of one brigade, was 

WINF’D S. HAIS-OOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Grant 10.15 a. m.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 26^ 1864 — 2.15 p. )yi. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Gorps^ near Williams^ house : 

General Hunt will direct Wright’s and Durell’s batteries of the 
Ninth Corps to report to you. They are now near the Chieves house. 
One is a four-gun, the other a six-gun battery, both rifled. They 
appear to be the only ones available. 

A. A. HUMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 26^ 1864 — J p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Hunt finds the two available batteries of the Ninth Corps 
that were at the Chieves house have been removed. The Ninth Corj^s 
must have with it more batteries than it can use. It has twelve bat- 
teries; three of them General Hunt has in i^osition in the intrench- 
ments, leaving nine batteries with the troops of the corps. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 26j 1864. (Eeceived 0 p. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys : 

The following dispatch has just been received by signal: 

Signal Station. 

Captain Taylor: 

At 4.45 p. m. a column of enemy's infantry appeared, moving from the south along 
a road near the Weldon railroad toward Petersburg. The column occupied one hour 
in passing. About a regiment of cavalry also passed in same direction. 

THICKSTUN, 

^ Signal Officei\ 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Axigxist 1861 — 7 2)> ‘>^1- (Eeceived 7.35 i). in.) 

General Meade; 

The ambulances sent from here under a small guard of cavalry pro- 
ceeded to the Emmons house, which is within say, three-quarters of a 
mile of the church at Beams’, and saw nothing but ‘cavalry vedettes. 
They picked up seventeen of our wounded on the road and returned. 

WIBF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


llEADQUAIiTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 26j 1864 — 8 p. m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

OommamVmg Second Corps: 

I send you copy of dispatch from signal officer on the i)lank road. 
The commanding general wishes to know whether the signal officer can 
be correct in his observation, and if the colors named are really missing 
from the troops engaged yesterday. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Iiiclosxire.] 

Hdoes. Army op the Potomac, Signal Dm-artment, 

Avgust 26, 1864. 

Maior-G-eucriil Uumphreyr, 

Chief of Staff; 

General; The following dispatch receiv„a from plank road station: 
{■/ 7.10 P. M. 

The column reported halted on road near load- works consisted of eight regiments, 
and moved toward Petersburg at 6.30 p. m. They carried five U. S. colors flymg. 
At 6.40 ii coliinm of infantry, consisting of about 4,000 men and eigliteen pieces ot 
artillery, appeared in vicinity of large fort, and moved toward Petersburg, disap- 
pearing near lead-woiks. The aitiUer> uimc up trom our left on lino of Weldon 
railroad, but I think th(‘ iiilautiy came ii on road running Tvest from frp tort- 
Enemy are busy mounting guns on neiv uorks neai V eldoii railroad. Ambulance 
trains passing both waj s during the day. PULTON. 

Very respectfully, your jbcdient servant,^ ^ FISHER 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 26^ 1864. 


General Williams. 

Headquarters Army 
General: I cannot say 
have heard of none as yet. 
matter and send report. 


of the "Potomac : 

positively as to the colors being lost, but 
Will at once make an investigation of the 

WINE’D S. HANCOCK. 
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IlEADCiUAllTERS SECOND ArHY OOEPS, 

Aiigmt A?6', 186i — 8,20 j), m. 

General Meade: 

General Gregg tells me he did not receive any order from you to-day 
directing' the advance towai*d Beams’. He is here this evening. 

WINFD S. HAT^TCOOK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 20 j 186 i — 9,20 jg. m, 

Major-General Hancock: 

Your telegram of 8.20 just received. I did not send any orders to 
General Gregg to-day, as I intended you to vsend them and thought I 
so expressed myself. An order will be issued this evening directing 
Gregg to report to these headquarters, but requiring him to notify you 
of anything occurring on the plank road and Warren of anything on 
the railroad. I should judge from your dispatch about the ambulances 
that the enemy’s cavalry occupy Beams’, in which case Gregg has not 
the force to dislodge them, and I do not wish to bring on an unequal 
fight, but he might send a flag of truce and propose to the commander 
there to send a party to bury our dead. 

GEO. G. MEADE, * 
Major-General, 


Special Orders. ^ Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

> Jones^ House j before Fetersburg^ Va,^ 

No. 216 . ) Atigust 26, 1864, 

# * i*' # -f * # 

3. Hereafter no officers of this corps will be assigned to the command 
of a brigade unless with the approval of the commander of the corps. 
Whenever an officer succeeds to the command of a brigade by virtue of 
seniority his name will be reported to these headquarters, with the 
recommendation of the commander of his division, without delay. A 
list of the present brigade commanders will be sent to tlieso headciuar- 
ters, with a statement whether they command brigades by virtue of 
seniority or not. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

W. P. WILSONT, 

Ca;ptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- OencraL 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 26, 1864. 

It having been understood that several stand of colors were lost on 
the 25th instant, a, report will be made at once as to what regiments in 
the difi'erent divisions are without their colors. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

W. P. WILSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Hbadquaetees Thied Division, Seoonb Coeps, 

„ Augxist 36, 1864. 

Maj. G-eu. A. A. IIumpheeys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

Geneeal: Inclosed I forward you an order issued at Eiclunond, 
August 15, 1864, and is now being distributed to our pickets wherever 
circumstances will admit it. Where the pickets are near enough they 
are thrown over; at other places they are left near springs, &e., where 
the pickets of each aiany get water. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Briga d ier- Genera 1. 

[Incloaiiro.] 

G-ENERAL Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oepice, 

No. 05. ) Richmond^ August 15^ 1864. 

1. It liaving been represented to the War Department that there are 
numbers of foreigners entrapped by artifice and fraud into the military 
and naval service of the United States who would gladly withdi*aw 
from further particii)ation in the inhuman warfare waged against a peo- 
ple who have never given them a pretext for hostility; and that there 
are many inhabitants of the United States now retained in that service 
against their will who are averse to aiding in the unjust war now being 
prosecuted against the Oonfederate States; audit being also known 
that these men are prevented from abandoning such compulsory service 
by the difiiculty they experience in escaping therefrom; it is ordered 
that all such persons, coming within the lines of the Confederate armies, 
shall be received, protected, and supplied with means of subsistence, 
until such of them as desire it can be forwarded to the most convenient 
points on the border, where all facilities will be afforded them to return 
to their homes. 

By order: 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, ^ 

August 26^ 1864. 

[Maj. John Hancock :] 

Ma JOii : In obedience to a verbal inquiry of Major-General Meade 
this morning at division headquarters, I would respectfully state that 
this command arrived at the intersection of the plank road and Beams’ 
Station road at 5 p. m. yesterday, where our troops were massed on both 
sides of the road. At the close of this the head of Willcox’s command 
passed by toward Beams’ Station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' B. MCALLISTEB, 

Colonel Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers^ Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

August 26 j 1864 — 3 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Lieutenant Howell has just returned from General Hancock’s and in- 
forms me that General Hancock’s troops will take up position around 
34: R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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the Williams house; that General Hancock informs him that they can- 
not he depended on for operations early in the mornini?; that all avail- 
able troops will be required to protect my left flank. General Willcox’s 
division will cover the withdrawal of the Second Corps. General Mott’s 
division returns to the intrenchments. 

G. K. WAEEEhT, 

Major-General. 


Hbadquaetees Fifth Army Corps, 

August 26j 1864 — 4.45 a. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I am anxious to know soon whatyour views are about General Craw- 
ford’s remaining here since the report received from General Hancock 
by Lieutenant Howell, which I sent you. 

G. K. WAEEBE, 

hlajor- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 26, 1864 — 5.25 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 


In reply to your dispatch of 4.45 a. m. the commanding general says 
use Crawford for protecting your flank as well as White, and Willcox, 
also, as soon as he returns. He thinks it probable you may be attacked 
this morning. He understands the report of Lieutenant Howell to 
mean that General Hancock did not want Crawford. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS. 


Major-General aiul Chief of Staff. 


m. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
August 26, 1864 — « a. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

1 hear nothing of the movements of the enemy this morning. Col- 
onel Stedman sent an officer to report to me and I directed him to feel 
toward Eeams’ Station, and push in if the enemy’s infantry fall back, 
but have heard nothing from him. 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

_ August 26, 1864—10.30 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 


The major-general commanding desires that you will be particularly 
vigilant to-day, and if, upon being attacked, you should need support 
Genei'al Parke will give you White’s and Willcox’s divisions upon youp 
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notifying liim that you need them. He is instructed to that effect. 
Should lie be attacked and need supports, let him have them from 
Crawford’s and other troops. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Copy to Major-General Parke.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 26^ 1864 — 10.43 a. m. 
Commanding- Opfioer Fifth Corps: 

Lieutenant-General Grant has ordered that certain works be con- 
structed along the line occupied by your troops. These works will be 
constructed under the superintendence of Major Duane, acting chief 
engineer, and the commanding general directs that on the requisition 
of that officer you furnish as strong working parties as you can con- 
sistently with the safety of the position held by you. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assista7it Adjutant-General. 

(Same to <*ommandiug officer Hiuth Army Corps.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 1864 — 2 2 ). m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have received no information from our cavalry to-day. I have 
nearly completed an inclosed line at this point, into which General 
Parke’s line can retire if suddenly broken, and the rest might retire 
toward the plank road. I think no apprehension need be felt for us 
beyond what is ordinarily possible if we become isolated. As soon as 
these arrangements are made we will go to work forming a line facing 
south from here to the Gurley houvse. I have your dispatch about sup- 
porting General Parke, and have seen him. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- General. 


[Headquarters hhFTii Army Corps, 

August 26, 1861.] 


Major-Gimeral Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

I send you the following, just received : 


Signal Station, Davis^ Bouse, August 26, 1SG4 — m, 

[Colonel Locke:] 

At 5.50 p. ni. four regiments of enemy’s infantry passed to our right on Squirrel 
road; a general and staff preceded the column, and the escort carried two large 
dags. The troops were accompanied by a number of stretcher-bearers and followed 
by one ambulance. At 6 o’clock saw ten wagons; at 6.15 one battery of artillery 
passed and was followed by a brigade of infantry marching rapidly; at 6.25 a 
heavy column coinpojjed of artillery passed, and continued to lill the road as long as 
observation was possible. All moved to our right. 


Respectfully, 


GEO. J. CLARKE, 

JFirbt Lieulenant, Signal Corps, V. S. Army. 


G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Aug'iist 26^ 186i — 6,15 a. m. 

General Hancock sends me Tvord that he has been withdrawing during 
the night from Reains^ Station to the Williams house, covered by Gen- 
eral Willcox’s division. His men are very much demoralized and can- 
not be much relied upon this morning. Lost very heavily in killed and 
wounded, and nine pieces of artillery. Use every effort to hasten the 
disposition of our troops, so that we may have a reserve force to meet 
an attack coming from toward the plank road, and to expedite the 
slashing of timber and forming a line on that side. I have no knowl- 
edge of what this cannonading is that is now going on. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEK, 
Major-General^ Conmaiiding. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 20\ 1864, 

Brigadier-General Griffin, 

Gommandiitg First Division: 

General : The major-general commanding desires you to send out 
early to morrow morning as many men as you have axes for, to slash 
the brash in front of the line constructed by Colonel Gregory, and report 
the number of men sent out for this purpose, so as to enable the major- 
general commanding to take them into account in the general arrange- 
ment of working details. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 26, 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that a reliable officer comes in 
from my picket-line and reports the rebels going at a fast pace, artil- 
lery and infantry, along the Squirrel road toward Petersburg just 
before dark. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. AYRES, 
Brigadier- Getter a I, 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

August 26, 1864 — 7,30 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Braoc: 

A staff officer has been sent out to find the right of General Will- 
cox’s line, looking to the forming of a line to meet an attack coming 
from the plank road. The general commanding directs that you move 
out your command as soon as this line is ascertained and set your men 
at work at once slas5hing timber. Have your men in readiness at once. 
A staff officer will be sent to move you out. 

Very respectfully. 


GEO. MONTEITTT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquabtbes Ninth Ae.mv Ooeps, 

August 26, 1864 — 6.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humpheets, 

GUef of Staff; 

General Willeox has arrived with his division, having covered the 
withdrawal of General Hancock to the forks of the plank road. He 
reached a point within a mile of the fight and took a position there, by 
Older of General Hancock, to cover his withdrawal from Eeams’ Sta- 
tion. The division is now massed in the vicinity of these headquar- 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Ninth Aemy Coeps, 

August 26, 1861 — 9 a. m. 


Major-General Humpheets: 

I have the honor to report that nothiog nnnsnal has transpired on 
my immediate front during the past twenty-four hours. Potter’s and 
Ferrero’s divisions occupy the line from the Strong house to Warren’s 
right. White’s division is in reserve on the left of my line, and Will- 
cox has returned from General Hancock and now massed at the Gniiey 
house. I learn indirectly that the cavalry cover our rear from War- 
ren’s left over to the plank road. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


OlECULAB.] Headquaetees Ninth Aemt Coeps, 

‘ August 26, 1864. 

I. Until further orders the troops of the corps occupying the trenches 
will be turned out at 4. a. m. and remain under arms until 6 o’clock, at 
which hour the rolls will be called and inspections will be made by 
companies, under the supervision of regimental commanders. All ab- 
sentees will be noted and reported to brigade commanders. 

II. During the day one-fourth of the troops occupying the intrench- 
ments will be under arms with their accouterments on. At night their 
number wiU be increased to one-third. 

III. The troops in reserve will be paraded daily at 5 a. m. for roll-call 
and inspection. Absentees will be reported as required in paragraph I. 

IV. Brigade commanders will forward to their division commanders 
daily reports of the strength of their respective brigades. 

EOBEET A. HUTCHINS, 
Assista/nt Adjutamt- General. 


Headquaetees Second Division, Ninth Aemt Coeps, 

August 26, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. G. Geippin, 

Gommandwg Second Brigade: 

HENEEAE: By telegraph from headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
the general commanding the Ninth Army Corps is directed to use ex- 
traordinars vigilance to-day to detect any movement or attempt of the 
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enemy. Ton will give orders to your command to insure every pre- 
caution and a vigilant lookout on the part of both picket and main 
line. Any demonstration or movement of the enemy observed will bo 
reported at once. 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAML. WEIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 26, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Ferrer o, 

(Jommandlng Fourth Division: 

General : The following is an extract from orders just received from 
headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

Major-General Parke -will relieve I'errero’s ili vision by Willoox’s and White’s divis- 
ions, ■which ■will hold the line from the Strong house to PottePs right. Perrero’s 
dmsion ■will be established in reserve in the vicinity of the Gurley house. 

I have directed Generals Willcox and White to relieve your division 
on the line to-morrow morning. On being relieved you will please 
move your division and encamp it in the vicinity of the Gurley house. 
Major-General Hancock is directed to retain one division of his corps 
on the plank road in the vicinity of the Williams house, and General 
Gregg’s division of cavalry will be posted between the Weldon rail- 
road and the plank road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JFO. G. PAEKE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Washington, August 26, 1864. 

Major-General Butler? 

You have permission to visit Washington. 

H. W. HALLBOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

^ _ August 26, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 


I think Major-General Bimey and Tenth Corps, on this side south of 
Appomattox, should act in concert with General Meade, and therefore 
in that matter should be under his orders. I endeavored to see and act, 
and offered General Meade all my reserves, 3,000, last evening, ii 
needed. ’ 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

T . , , „ , ^ August 26, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


» Birney is bringing to this side over 12,000 infantry to relieve 

7,600 of my corps. Of these 7,600 1,600 will go to Deep Bottom, and 
2,800 to Spring HiU, south Appomattox, leaving me with 3,200 to 
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relieve over 10,000. After relieving my front with similar numbers to 
what I have in the trenches General Birney will have a reserve of about 
5,000. Can he not station those at or near his rear and let me take 
Carr’s division, 2,800, to relieve Turner’s 4.500? As it is I have no force 
to relieve Tui-ner’s division. There will be but little rest for Ames’ 
division if it has to do all the duty on the peninsula. 

E. O. C. ORD, 
Major-Oeneral of Volunteers* 


City Point, Va., August 1864. 

Major-General Ord: 

You can take any or all of the Eighteenth Corps to relieve the Tenth 
that may be necessary. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


ITeadqxtarters Army of the Potomac, 

August ^6j 1864 — 5.20 a. m. 


Major-General Ord, 

Oommandmg Department: 

What does the artillery fire mean? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Okie/ of Staff. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 26j 1864 — 5.50 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The firing is nothing more than the usual morning firing replied to 
by our batteries. 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Majo7'- General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army- Corps, 

August ’26^ 1864. 


General Humphreys: 


Have you any important news this morning? 

E. O, C. ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

. August 26 j 1864— 9 ^a. on. 

Major-General Ord, 

Gomoyianding Department: 

Hancock was withdrawn last night to the Williams house. The fight 
about dusk was very severe. The enemy got into his breast-works at 
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one point — a salient — but not at any other. I do not know what his 
loss was, but it must have been heavy, and that of the enemy greater. 
Will let you know particulars when they are received. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 2b, 1864 — 10 a. m. 


Major-General Ord, 

Bermuda Hundred : 


I hear firing in your direction. Is anything going on? 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commamding. 

(Same to Major-General Birney.) 


General Meade; 


General Ord’s Headquarters, 

August 26, 1864 — 11 a. m. 


General Ord directs me to reply to your telegram that there has been 
no firing on his line between James and Appomattox, with the exception 
of a few guns which amounted to nothing. 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

August 26, 1864. 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that “ at 7.35 
a. m. eleven cars heavily loaded with troops passed the Junction toward 
Petersburg.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NOETON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Offcer. 


Water Battery, Atigusb 26, 1864. 

(Eeceived 2.16 p. m.) 

Captain Norton; 

The 100-pounder Parrott in the Water Battery has opened on How- 
lett’s. The enemy ai’e replying. 

BEUYN, 

lAeutenant and Signal Officer. 


Colonel Abbot; 


Butler’s Headquaeters, 
August 26, 1864. (Eeceived 9,30 a. m.) 


Send three 8-inch mortars to Major Ludlow at Dutch Gap. 

By command of Major-General Butler ; 

J. W. SHAPFEE, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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EroADWAY LANDiNa, Ya., August J96^ 1864—9.45 d^elock. 

Colonel ShaefeRj 

Chief of Staff to General Butler : 

Will send the mortars without delay. Please instruct the engineer 
department to make another magazine at Butch Gap without delay. 
That already there was designed only for the 100-pounder gun. Since 
then I have sent two guns and hve mortars 5 the ammunition is exposed 
even now more than is safe, especially if the rebels use mortars. 

HEKEY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 26^ 1864. 

Colonel Abbot: 

Beside the magazine for the 100-pounder there is at Butch Gap one 
magazine six by six feet, ready to receive ammunition. Will that do? 

ri. A. Y¥jzm, 

TAeutenant and Assistant Fngineer. 


Broadway Landtno Va., August 26^ 1864—1 m. 
Lieutenant Vezin, 

Engineer JDeiyartment, General Butler^s Staff: 

I think another magazine should be made at Butch Gap. The 
demand for more artillery seems to be constant, and there is not even 
with the new magazine enough for what is now there. 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, 


Hatcher’s, August 26,, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

(Received 9 a. m.) 

General Ord: 

There are no signs of any movement on part of enemy in my front. 
As 1 am now rather disorganized by present position of my troops, I 
would like to complete the exchange. General Paine has marched to 
Beep Bottom. 

B. B. BIRNEY, 

* Major-General. 


General Birnet : 


Hatcher’s, August 26, 1864. 


Please report by telegraph to me if anything unusual occurs in your 
front. General Paine left here early tliis a. m., probably about 1 
o’clock. Report if he has arrived. Can you send the whole of Turner’s 
division here to relieve Carr’s, without weakening your front too 
much? 


E. O. C. ORB, 

Major-General. 
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Aitoxjst 26, 1864—1.15 p. in. 

Major-General Birney : 

I bliall relieve part of Carres division now in trendies with colored 
troops on this side, inarch them across the Appomattox to-night. Was 
to relieve part of Foster’s division — about one-half. I shall move my 
headquarters this p. in. and take the giound now occupied by yours. 
You can be ready to start for this side at 5 p. in. Your chief of artillery 
and the Eighteenth Corps cliief of artillery will remain where they now 
are to place batteries in position as they arrive, and then join their 
headquarters. 

E. O. C. OBI), 

Major-CreneruL 


HATOnBB’S, Augiist 26, 1864 — 2 p. m. 

General Obd, 

Highteentlh Corps: 

The rest of Terry’s division is en route from Deep Bottom. Paine 
reached there at 11 o’clock. iN’othing unusual here. 1 think you 
should put Ames and Carr between James and Appomattox. The line 
is long. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 
August 20, 1864 — 2.10 p. m, (Received 2.15 p. in.) 

General Birney, 

Tenth Army Corps: 

General Grant, and I also, think the last intercepted dispatch, about 
Hoke“s mine failing, a hoax. You can, however, make arrangements 
and be prepared tor any emergency north of the Appomattox. I shall 
start in a few minutes and would like to meet you at General Butler’s 
headquarters. 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 26, 1864. (Received 10.15 a. m.) 

General S. Williams: 


The firing is, I think, from Hewlett house battery and Water Battery 
on my old &ont, Bermuda Hundred. 


'D. B. BIRFEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 26, 1861 — 7.30 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


I have the honor to inform Major-General Meade that I have assumed 
command of the line lately under General Ord, and hold myself sub- 
ject to the orders of General Meade. 

D. B. BTRKEY, 

Major-General. 
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nEADQUARTERS ARjMCY OF THE POTOMAC, 

August 2C>^ 1864 — 7.35 jg, m, 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 


General Meade desires that yon will i)lease state in general terms 
the strength of your troops in line and in reserve and the dispositions 
you have made of your forces. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 26^ 1864. (Eeeeived 8.10 p. ni.) 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Terry’s division is on my left, colored troops in center, and Carr’s 
division, Eighteenth Corps, on my right. My strength I estimate at 
9,000, Will make a more formal report and particular statement to- 
morrow. 

I). B. BIENET, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 1861. (Eeceived 8.10 p. m.) 

General Williams: 

I have not yet succeeded in getting my corps over. I have only re- 
lieved Ames’ division with G,000 of my corps. I will have a brigade 
over to-night and expect Foster’s (late Turner’s) division to-morrow. 
The artillery is the same as to number of guns and position. Will suid 
a field return when the exchange is perfected. Colonel Piper remains 
with me a few days as chief of artillery. My corps is probably 3,000 
stronger than the Eighteenth. 

I). B. BIEIsrET, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 26y 1861 — 8.55 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding First Division : 

The major-general commanding directs that as soon as Colonel Plais- 
ted’s command arrives you cause it to relieve a part of General Carr’s 
line. 

EespectfuUy, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Deep Bottom, Augmt 26, 1864. 

Major-General Birney : 

Colonel Plaisted has not yet started. He will as soon as his pickets 
are relieved, probably by 3.30 o’clock. 

CHAS. J. PAIKE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Deep Bottom, August ^<7, 1864, 

Lietit. Ool. E. "W. Smith, 

Assistant Ad) utant- General : 

I have iust started witli the One hundredth ‘Sew York, Eleventh 
Maine, and the portion of the First Maryland Cavalry not on picket. 
General Paine’s troops are now relieving my pickets, and they will fol- 
low as soon as possible. 

H. M. PLAISTED, 
Colonel,, Comm and ing. 


Headquarters Tenth Army (Jorps, 

August <56, 18()1 — 6J5 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Terry, 

Commanding First Fimsion: 

Plaisted’s brigade is on the march. The major-general commanding 
desires that you send a staff oih(*er to meet the column and conduct it 
to you by the shortest route. 

Eespectffilly, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 56, 1804 — 5.56 p. m. 

General Foster: 

At the usual hour for relieving the pickets General Ames will relieve 
General Foster’s pickets. General Foster will remain with his com- 
mand in position until relieved by General Carr, but will be in readi- 
ness to move, and as soon as relieved by General Carr will march his 
force to the new position near Petersburg. 

By order of Major-General Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 
'Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 


General E. S. Foster : 


l7i the Fields Fa., August 56*, 1864, 


Generax: J am directed by Major-General Ord to say that you can 
remain with your two brigades on this side the Appomattox for the 
present. 

Yery respectfully, 

THEODOEE BEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Drv., 10th Army Corps, 

So, 24. 5 FFear Satclier^s, Fa., August 56, 1864, 

Brigade commanders will hold themselves in readiness to move as 
soon as relieved by troops from the Eighteenth Army Corps. The 
order of march of this division will be as follows : First Brigade, Colonel 
Curtis commanding; Second Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Coan com- 
manding; Third Brigade, Colonel Osborn commanding. 
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The conunaiuliiig officers of brigades will detail a strong rear guard 
to prevent straggling. To accomplish this end line officers will march 
in rear of their companies, field officers in rear of their regiments, and 
brigade commanders in rear of their brigades, seeing personally that 
their commands are kept well closed np. Cariteems will be filled before 
starting, and no one will be permitted to leave the ranks except for 
urgent reasons. A limited amount of transportation in excess of that 
already allowed can be procured from the division quartermaster for 
the knapsacks of such men as are unable to carry them, thus enabling 
tliem to keep up with the column. Let there be no delay when the 
order to move is received. 

By order of Brig. Gen, E. S. Foster: 

[J. M. BAElSfAED, Jr.,] 

Lientcnantj Aide-de-Gamp, and Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Special Orders, \ IIdqrs. Second Div,, 10th Army Corps, 

No. 80. J Ifear Matcher^ Fa., August 26^ 1864, 

» * « -St: # ^ 

2. Capt. George W. Gardner, commanding Twenty-fourth Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, will, so soon as relieved by troops of the Eighteenth 
Corps, report with his command to Col. F. A. Osborn, commanding 
Third Brigade, and will be temporarily assigned to that brigade for 
duty until further orders. 

3. By direction of Major-General Ord, the Twenty-fourth Massachu- 
setts Volunteers will accompany the troops leaving to-night, and when 
relieved the commanding officer will report at these headquarters. 

By order of Brigadier-General Foster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant^ General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

[Augicst 26 j 1864.] 

Major-General Birney: 

Colonel Grubb has two 20-pounder Parrotts and 175 men. The First 
Connecticut Battery, six brass rifled, has just reported here by order of 
General Ord. Colonel Grubb has seen a rebel column moving toward 
our front, Battery 3, &c., for the last fifteen minutes, but I cannot make 
it out. 


CHAS. H. GEAVES, 
Assistant Adpita^it- General, 


Headquarters 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 


Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 


AH quiet on the lines during the night. Some little picket-:^ing and 
morta"^ practice. I forward dispatch from signal officer indicating a 
return of x)art of the enemy’s troops that were seen to -move yesterday 
p, m. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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City Point, Ta., Aiigust 27, 1864. 

(Received 9.20 a. m.) 

Major-General Meade : 

I leave liere in a few minutes for your headquarters and General 
Warren’s. 

U. S. GRANT. 


City Point, August 27, 1864—5.50 p. m. 

Major-General Meade : 

I leave this evening for Portress Monroe. Will be back to-morrow 
night. 


U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutmmt- General. 


(Same to General Ord.) 


City Point, August 27, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

General Meigs, quartermaster-general, has informed me that 1,000 
cavalry, remounted on fresh-shod horses, are being sent from Wash- 
ington to City Point. They are commencing to arrive now. Cavalry 
horses will be received until the whole number required is sent at the 
rate of 300 per day until all are sent. About 500 have arrived and 
been issued. 

R. INGALLS. 


Major Eckert : 
Richmond Examiner of 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

August 27, 1864. 


to-day says : 


Port Morgan is in the enemy’s possession. Whether blown up or evacuated is not 
known. 


About 7.4:5 last nigbt a rebel operator was discovered on our line 
near Cabin Point. Said be bad orders to cut tbe line, tbougb it grieved 
bim to do it. He requested tbe following message be sent IS'ortb : 


On the Line near Cabin Point, Augvst 26^ 1864. 

W'aldo P. Gorr, 

Clarksburg j W. Fa.: 

Your son, Maj. Nathan Goff, jr., was in the Libby Prison, and weU, about the Ist 
of July. His wants have been supplied by Colonel J. and myself. My father and 
mother are well. 

OPERATOR. 

Said be knows Major Strickland. He cut bne, and left at 8.40 p. m. 
It was repaired early tbe next morning. Please inform General Butler 
about Fort Morgan. 


R. O'BRIEN. 
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Headquarters, 

August 27 j 1864 — 6.25 jp. m. 

Colonel Sharpe, City Point: 

Two deserters from Tweiitietli Georgia came in this morning at Deep 
Bottom. Say that Anderson and Law, of Field’s division, are this side 
the river, having crossed a few days ago; where, they do not know, 
but saw them move toward their i)ontoon bridge. Deserter from in front 
of Ord’s late headquarters, from Thirty-first North Carolina, came in 
night before last. Says the whole of Hoke’s division is there. Deserter 
from Fifty- third Virginia, in our front, thinks Scales’ brigade is there. 
Say-s he saw their wagons. Otherwise everything remains unchanged. 

FEED. L. MANNING, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Chmp, 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 27^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of titaff: 

General: The follgwing dispatch received from station neai‘ the 
Gibbon house: 

A detaclinient of infantry, mmibering about 1,500, passed a point southwest by west 
from this station, moving toward the right. They were preceded by a train of 
twelve wagons. Stragglers moved v ilh the wagons, but were too distant to tell 
whether armed or not. 

A. C. JORDAN. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief JSignal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 27^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded : 

7 A. M. 


The enemy are still working on new line of works in large force, and are appar- 
ently building a large redoubt or fort east of railroad and south-southeast from the 
fort on the west side of the Weldon railroad. This work is at the termination of 
their lino lately thrown up in that vicinity. The line in our immediate front has 
been strengthened duiing the night. Camps also evince more activity. All quiet. 

^ O O FULTON. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 
2fajor and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potoma<^, Signal Department, 

August 27y 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following report from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded : 

9.30 A. M. 

At 8.30 a. m. a column of infantry came from the left on line of Weldon railroad, 
halted and came to a front, facing this way, east and near the large fort. After 
j-emaining half an hour 150 came toward onr picket-line, 200 moved toward Peters^ 
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burg, disappearing near lead- works, and the remainder moved back into the woods 
to the rear of the fort. At 9.10 a. m. a column of cavaliy, numbering about 1,100, 
came from woods to the right and rear of the fort, passed on the east side of the 
fort, and disappeaied on the load going westward. 

FULTON, 

Very respectliilly, yum* obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Hdqrs. Akmy of the Potomac, SiaNAL Department, 

August 27^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded: 

At 10 a. m. a section of artillery appeared in vicinity of lead-worus and moved 
toward large fort, disappearing in the woods. At 11.15 a. m. a column of cav.ilry, 
numbering 600 or 700, came out of woods on the right of*fort near Weldon railroad 
and moved southward on line of Weldon railroad. 

II. W. FULTON. 

Very respectfully, youx obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sig-nal Department, 

August 27^ 1864, 

Maj, Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staf: 

General: The following intercepted message is resi)ectfully for- 
warded: 


Colonel Brekt, 

Assistant Acljiitant-GGneral : 

A brigade of infantry drawn up in line on Gilliam’s farm, left resting on Red Bluff. 
I think they only camped there lor the night. Stragglers constantly passing Broai 
way road toward City Point ; a few passing pontoon to Prince George side. I am led 
to helieve there was a considerable movement of troops during the night. All the 
tents, except three on or near open space to left of Cohb’s, have disappeared. 

LATER.-~Th<* brigade has taken up line of march toward Petersburg. It is com- 
posed of live regiments. Stragglers passing open si>ace going toward front in Ches- 
terfield, Gun-boat above pontoon. 

Stili. LATER. — Eleven regiments passing open space, going toward Cobb’s from front 
in Chesterfield. They were followed by nine wagons, guarded by infantry. A now 
camp near the pontoon has just been struck. Troops coming toward Bermuda Hun- 
dred. Thirteen regiments just passed pontoon, going toward IMnco George side; 
think they are the same that passed open space, except two regiments which came 
fipom the camp. These troops were followed by fifty-eight ambulances and seventy- 
one wagons, straggling guards of infantry and cavalry. Four pieces of artillery 
camo from front in Chesterfield; |)asbcd open si)ace going toward pontoon. Th'o 
troops before reported are now passing Broadway road to Petersburg. ' 

R., 

S&i'geant at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

B. P. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Fotomac, 
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Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

August 27, 1801 — 6 m. 

Major Fisher; 

All quiet. Ho change since last report. 

H. W. FULTOH, 

Sergeant. 


Special Orders, ) IIdqes. Third 1>iv., Second Army Corps, 

Ho. 184. ) . August 27, 1801. 

if -Jir ^ * If Jp 

5. Tlie Eiftli and Sixtli New Jersey Eegiments being about to leave 
this army, tbeir term of service bavin g expired, carry with them the 
best wishes of the brigadier-general commanding the division. Having 
taken i)art in all the battles (with but a single exception) of the 
Army of the Potomac, and having a record which any organization may 
be well proud of, he hopes that after having seen their triends at home 
they will soon return again to remain until this rebellion is crushed and 
peace and quietness once more prevail throughout the whole Union. 

By command of Brigadier-General Mott: 

J. n. LOCKWOOD, 

Lieutenant and Aeting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Second Bri0., Third Div,, Second Army Corps, 

August <97, lS6i. 

Maj. John Hancock, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.j Third Division, Second Army Corps: 

Major ; I have the honor to report that the colored troops on my 
immediate left were this morning relieved by the First Brigade, Tliird 
Division, Ninth Army Corps, commanded by Brigadier-General Hart- 
ranft. 

I am, major, very respectMly, your obedient servant, 

B. E. PIEECE, 

Brigadier-General of Volmiteers. 


Davis House Signal Station, 

August 27, 1864 — 9.i0 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

The enemy shows a strong line of men this a. m. loitering behind 
the works in front of lead-works. About 300 yards left of lead- 
works I see through an opening in the ti^ees a double line of works, 
the second about 200 yards behind the first. At intervals through the 
woods, for a quarter of a mile right and left of lead-works, I can see 
breast-works thrown up. I do not know whether any of these works 
nave been before reported. I see no guns in any of them, nor any 
unusual activity of working parties. 

EespectfuUy, &c., 


35 R Rr— VOL 3XII, PT II 


CHAS. L. DAYIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 
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Datis House Sional Station, 

A'ligust 27^ 1864 — 9A0 a, m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

About 100 cavalry, with one ambulance, have just passed a point on 
Squhrel road 300 yards left of lead-works, moving toward our left. 
EespectfuUy, &C.5 

CHA8. L. DAVIS, 
Captain^ Signal Corps^ U. S, Army. * 


Davis House Sional Station, 

August 27j 1864 — 10,15 a. m. 

Colonel Locke: 

9.30. — ^A column of infantry, about 200 strong, moved to oui‘ left on 
Squirrel road. The enemy have just relieved their pickets on left of 
railroad. ISTo other movement is visible, except small working parties 
at difterent points on their line. 

EespectfuUy, 

GEO. J. CLAEKE, 

Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

. August 27^ 1864 — 8 p, m, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The following movements have been seen to-day since my report of 
9.50 a. 111. : At 11.30 a. m. about 100 cavalry passed a point on Squhrel 
road, 300 yards left of lead-works, moving toward the right; probably 
the same force that moved to the left at 9.40 a. m. At 3 p. m. a section 
of artillery passed same point, going to the left. At 5 p. m. about 200 
men, with iatrenchiug tools, came outside the works in front of lead- 
works and passed to the left out of view. At C p. m. about 300 men 
advanced to the front and passed into the woods out of view. I think 
they were going on picket. 

EespectfoUy, 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain y Signal Corps, U, S. Army, 


General Ayres: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Augu^st 27y 1864 — 9 a, m. 


General: I wish you would have your pioneers clear out all the 
obstructions hi the draining ditches in the field where we are now, and 
good wagon road bridges put over them wherever needed, instead of 
the filling of rails and earth they now have in places. We must make 
every efrbrt to secure good drainage in order to prevent sickness. 

EespectfuUy, 

a. K, WAEBBK, 

Major-General, 


(Same to General Crawford.) 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

^ 0 . 49. j August 27^ 1864. 

1. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade, Fourth Division, having been tempo- 
rarily assigned to this division, will be designated Third Brigade, Sec- 
ond Division, in future. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres: 

GEO. L. OHOISY, 

First lAeutencmt^ Aide-de-Cmnjg^ and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

August 27^ 1861 — 10 a. on. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to leport that nothing unii’sual has transpired on 
my front during the past twenty-four hours. Some little picket-firing 
occurred in front of the Fourth Division about 9.30 p. m. No enemy 
has been seen, excepting two or three, probably scouts, about one mile 
in our front. The First and Third Divisions have relieved the Fourth 
on the line and it is now going into camp in the vicinity of the Gurley 
house. I propose moving my headquarters to-day to the vicinity of the 
Aiken house. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1864. 

General Parke: 

General Meade desires me to withdraw five batteries from your 
corps. Will you inform Colonel Monroe which ones you wish to retain? 
Tell him to come and see me to-morrow to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, 

H. J. HUNT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1864. 

Colonel Monroe, 

Chief of Artillery^ N’intli Corjps : 

Eight guns from your corps are ordered to Baltimore. Send a sec- 
tion each of Eaton’s, Eogers’, Mayo’s, and of Start’s batteries to City 
Point to report to Colonel Bowers, adjutant-general to General Grant. 
The cannoneers need not go with them. The horses and drivers you 
will direct to return to their batteries as soon as the guns are turned 
over at City Point. They will bring back the caissons with them if 
those are not needed. Eogers’ and Start’s batteries are with the corps. 
Baton’s and Mayo’s being in the works here, I will give them their 
orders. I wish you would hurry Eogers and Start. Inform me at once 
of the receipt of this, and of your action, and report when the sections 
leave, 

HENRY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augtist ^7, 1861 — 11,10 a, m. 

General J. G. Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The commanding general, accompanied by Lieutenant-General Grant, 
has just left here for General Warren’s headquarters, and desires that 
you will meet him at General Warren’s. Please acknowledge. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

August ^7, 1864—11,45 a. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Dispatch of 11.10 received. Will meet the lieutenant-general and 
the commanding general Army of the Potomac at General Warren’s 
headquarters. 

JNO, G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Atigust 27^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Fotomac : 

In reply to your dispatch of this date, I have the honor to state that 
on the 24th instant I forwarded you a statement of the casualties in 
the Ninth Army Corps on the 18th and 19th instant, including both 
White’s and Willcox’s divisions, as follows: Killed, 3 commissioned 
officers and 44 enlisted men; wounded, 22 commissioned officers and 
211 enlisted men; missing, 1 commissionedofficer and 86 enlisted men; 
total, 26 commissioned olhcers and 341 enlisted men; aggiugate, 367. 

On the 26th, as directed, I forwarded the following report of my 
casualties on the 20th and 21st instant for the corps: Killed, 9 enlisted 
men; wounded, 4 commissioned officers and 41 enlisted men; missing, 
4 commissioned officers and 132 enlisted men; total, 8 commissioned 
officers and 177 enlisted men; aggregate, 185. 

Consolidated report for the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st instant: Killed, 
3 commissioned officers and 53 enlisted men; wounded, 26 commis- 
sioned officers and 252 enlisted men; missing, 5 commisvsioned officers 
and 218 enlisted men ; total, 34 commissioned officers and 518 enlisted 
men; aggregate, 552.* 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Circular.] Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 27^ 1864, 

The orders from headquarters Army of the Potomac requiring that 
suiipliesto be carried from the plank road to the Weldon railroad on 
paclk-mules having been rescinded, division commanders are hereby 


But see revised statement. Part I, p. 127. 
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directed to make all necessary repairs on the roads leading from their 
commands to the plank road, keeping them in good order without fur- 
ther orders. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke: 

EOBT. A. HUTCHES, 
Ab^aistmit Adjtctant- General. 


Heaequabtebs Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 186i. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomae : 

General: I have the honor to ask if General Kautz will make his 
reports diiectly to headquarters Army of the Potomac and will receive 
his instructions directly Irom there*? General Kautz’s headquarters are 
still at Lucas’, on the Prince George Coui‘t-House stage road. Until the 
present, I have kept one brigade on the Weldon railroad, between Gen- 
eral Warren’s x)osition and Beams’. The other, which covered the 
return of the Second Corps from Beams’, is on the plank road at Tem- 
ple’s, these brigades connecting their pickets between the plank road 
and the railroad, and to General Warren’s left. I will to-day concen- 
trate my command as directed, which will give me an opi^ortunity of 
shoeing, and also of feeding hay. The swamp crossing the plank road 
between Temple’s and the Williams house is now full of water suitable 
for horses. '1 will select a camp so that my horses may be watered in 
this swamp. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I). McM. GBEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General Gregg-, Commanding Cavalry : 

I have your dispatch of this morning, informing me that you would 
concentrate your division as directed. The order of last evening was 
not intended to direct the concentration of your division, but merely to 
indicate that it would picket, watch, and hold against the enemy’s cav- 
alry a certain pait of the flank and rear of the army. The disposition 
you had made of it was considered judicious. General Kautz will 
receive his instructions from you and make his reports to you, com- 
municating to these headquarters anythingrequiring immediate atten- 
tion from it. This dispatch is not intended to interfere with such dis- 
position of your division or of Kautz’s as you may deem best suited to 
carry out the objects indicated in your instructions, you reporting any 
changes you may make in the riosting of your troops. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Div., Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomae: 

General : This morning I sent a communication to the commanding 
officer of the cavalry at Beams’ Station requesting that I might be 
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allowed to send burial parties on the field at Beams’ Station. The 
officer commanding the rebel picket north of the station first promised 
an answer in ten minutes; then, later, stated that an answer would be 
given in an hour by Oeneral Butler. My staff officer waited an hour 
and a half beyond the appointed time and then returned to my head- 
quarters without an answer. The officer commanding the rebel pickets 
stated that we had about 200 dead on the field, and of these fifty had 
been buried, and that small parties were still employed in burying the 
dead; that all our wounded had been rem'oved save about twenty still 
in the church at the station. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 

There are two of our medical officers with the wounded at the church. 
The officer stated that these wounded would be removed to-day. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Cavalry Corps, 

No. 78. ) Aiig^ist 27^ 1804. 

#*#*#** 

2. Col. Charles H. Smith, First Maine Cavalry, having reported for 
duty, is hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Second 
Brigade, Second Division, cavalry. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 

U. 0. WEIR, 

Gapain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

August 27y 1804 — d.50 p. m. 


General Ord: 


I have just received a signal dispatch that eighteen cars, heavily 
loaded with troops, have just passed the Junction, en route to Richmond, 
and sent a copy to General Grant. 

J. W. SHAPPER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 27^ 1804. 

Major-General Ord: 

I hear firing in your direction. Is anything going onl 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Fields August 27, 1804, 

General Meade: 

General Ord directs me to reply to your telegraph that there has 
been no firing on his line between the James and Appomattox, with 
the exception of a few guns, which amounted to nothing. 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff, 
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Aug-tjst 27, 18G4. 

Colonel Smith, 

Assistant Adjtitant- General: 

A small brigade of infantry and eiglit army wagons liave moved 
toward our right, on the road to Eichmond. 

GHAS. F. CEOSS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) IIdqrs, Department of Ya. and NT. 0., 

1^0. 235. ) In the Field, Ya., Axigiist 27, 1864, 

***** * 

YII. The Thirty-seventh TJ. S. Colored Troops will be sent to Wilson’s 
Wharf, James Eiver, and the Tenth U. S. Colored Troops to City Point. 
Quartermaster’s department will furnish transportation. 

******* 

XII. Col. E. B. Grubb, Thirty-seventh Xew Jersey Volunteers, will call 
in all detachments of that regiment and -will then proceed to report to 
Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, commanding Tenth Corps. 

By command of Major-Genex'al Ord: 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assistayit Adjutant-General, 


Ordnance Office, Port Monroe Arsenal, 

Old Point Comfort, Ya,, Aiigtist 27, 1864, 

Col. H. L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Train, Broadway Landing, Va, : 

Sir: Your letter of the 23d, with requisition for 100 13-inch mortar 
shells, was received yesterday, and the shells will be shipped to Colonel 
Pitkin td-day. With regard to ammunition for siege guns I would 
state that I shall probably be able to store all that may be received 
here until you want it. In case I can not do so I will inform you of the 
fact. Your requisitions for 8-iuch shells have all been filled, but I have 
more on hand which can be sent you if you desire it. The Coehorn 
mortar ammunition has been and will be sent forward as fast as received. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. EDSOX, 

Captain of Ordnance, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

^ August 27, 1864, 

Major-General Birney: 

The following statement fi’oin the provost-marshal-general’s ofS.ce is 
sent for your information : 

Major-General Humphreys: 

A deserter from Sixty-first Georgia, Clingman^s brigade, Hoke's division, who just 
arrived here, reports that he left his regiment last night; that they were then lying 
between City Point railroad and the Ai)pomattox River. Ho is a Prussian and under- 
stands very little English, and knows little of the enemy's organizations, but he 
seems quite certain that the balance of Hoke’s division is lying in the trenches on 
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tbe of Clingman. Ho says tlioy are Georgia and Soutli Caroling troops. Ho 

reports that the enemy had a mine dug in front of his brigade, and that about a week 
ago it filled with water and caved in. He says it commenced about thirty yards in 
rear of their works, running parallel with the railroad until it approaches near our 
lines, when it was turned short to the right. He also explains the use of the tool of 
which I sent draft several days ago. He says it is used for boring holes m the earth 
in front of enemy’s works, forming listening galleries to guard against our mining. 
Ho states that they have a row of holes about ten feet apart all along the front of 
Olingman's brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,, 

J. McENTLE, 

Captain. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 27, ISGi, 

General Humphreys: 

The story of tlie deserter agrees with our own ideas, and we will be 
prepared for it. The place selected is a good one for us. 

D. B. BIEl^EY, 

Major- OeneraJ. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Ko. 107. ) In the Field, August 27, ISGd. 

1. The troops recently constituting the Third Division of this corps, 
under Brig. Gen. O. S. Perry, TJ. S. Volunteers, having been mustered 
out of the service. General Perry will turn over the records and public 
property belonging to headquarters of the division to Brig. Gen. Will- 
iam Birney, commanding colored brigade, and will also order his staff 
officers, except his aide-de-camp, to report to liim. Brigadier-General 
Perry will report for orders to the maiior-general commanding the 
department. 

2. Colonel Grubb, commanding Thirty-seventh New Jersey Volun- 
teers, will report to Brigadier-General Birney. 

3. The Thirty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops, as soon as relieved from 
their present position, will proceed, via City Point, to Wilson’s Wharf 
and relieve the 100-days’ troops now stationed there. The quarter- 
master will furnish transportation to City Point by rail, if possible. 

4. The Tenth U. S. Colored Troops will be relieved by Brigadier- 
General Birney after dark to-night, and will proceed to City Point, 
relieving the regiment of 100-days’ men on duty there. 

* * * # » . 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Fetershurg, Va,, August 27, 1864. 
As soon as the corps is together the line to be defended by it will be 
divided between Brigadier-Generals Terry, Birney, and Poster, General 
Terry on the left, General Birney on the center, and General Poster on 
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the right. Lieutenant-Colonel JackvSon, assistant inspector-general, 
will make the division of line with regard to the number of troops 
under command of each general, whowSl be responsible for their lines, 
as to artillery, pickets, and defense, and as to connections right and 
left. Each commander will have his troops together with a reserve 
sufficient to relieve troops frequently from trenches. Three days’ 
rations will be kept on hand, and half-rations whisky can be issued 
on order of division commanders to troops on fatigue. Weak points 
should be defended by additional abatis and vigilant pickets and 
reserves. The artillery must be well supported and its officers con- 
tinually on the alert, especially at or before daybreak. 

By command of Major-Geiieral Birney : 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Assf stcmt A dj iita nt- Genera L 


Hatcher’S, Atigust 27^ 1864. 

(Received 10.35 a. m.) 

General Orb: 

General Foster wishes to know when you expect him to leave with 
his other brigades. 

THEO. READ, 

. Asnistani Adjutant-General. 


August 27, 1864. 

Major Read, 

Assistant Adjtitant- General^ Hatcherl^: 

General Foster will not leave until he is relieved by other troops, 
either to-night or to-morrow morning. 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 
Acting Chief of Staff. 


Butler’S Headquarters, 

August 27 j 1864. 

General Foster: 

I will relieve you just as soon as General Carr comes over with his 
command from the other side of Appomattox. I have so telegraphed 
General Birney. 

ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg ^ Ta., August 27 ^ 1864. 

Col. A. A. Rand, 

Commanding Fourth Massaehusetts Volunteer Cavalry: 
Colonel: The major-general commanding directs that you detail 
Major Stevens with fifty mounted men to relieve the mounted picket 
now on duty on the Appomattox River. The men will take with them 
three days’ rations. You will direct Major Stevens to report in person 
at these headquarters for instructions witliout delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. ^ 
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Headquaetees Tenth Aeimy Corps, 

August ^7, 18()i — 8A0 p. m, 

Ool. A. A. Eand, 

Commanding Fotirtli Massachusetts Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that yon relieve v^ith your 
command the Thirty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops, now on duty in the 
front. You will move immediately under the guidance of a staff officer, 
who will be sent you for the purpose. 

Eespectfolly, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Ariviy Corps, 

In the Field, Ya.^ August 27^ 1864. 

Lieut. Ool. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjictant-Oeneral^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: Pursuant to your instructions I had the troops of my 
command in readiness to move as soon as relieved by those of Briga- 
dier-General Carps division, but previous to the arrival of that officer 
I received instiuetioiis from Major-General Ord not to send from this 
portion of the line more troops than General Carr brought. Ascertain- 
ing that General Carr had but 1,400 men with him, I sent Colonel Cur- 
tis’ brigade and the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Eegiment, in all 
about 1,500 men, and by direction of Major-General Ord remained in 
command of the other two brigades of my division. 1 directed Colonel 
Curtis to report to you on aiTival. General Ames’ division and two 
brigades of General Carr’s division are here, and I can see no reason 
why my command could not all move now, but General Ord\s order 
prevented. I shall use every endeavor to get my other two brigades 
relieved during the day or to-night, and, if possible, will reach my posi- 
tion before Petersburg during the night. I send this by Lieutenant 
Barnard, of my staff*, who can give you any information regarding my 
situation. 

EespectfuUy, yours, 

E. S. EOSTEE, 
Brigad ler- General^ Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] 


Send a staff officer and let him relieve the rest of Carr’s division. 


It will save him some marching. 


D. B. BIE]!TBY, 

Major-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 10th Army Corps, 

Eo. 25. ) Near Hatcher’^s, Ya., August 27, 1864. 

Capt. P. A. Davis, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is re- 
announced on the staff of the brigadier-general commanding. All offi- 
cial communications for these headquarters will be addressed to him. 
By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Poster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Diy., 10th Army Corps, 

No. 81. 5 j^ear Eatdherh^ August 27, 1864. 

1. Col. W. B. Barton, Forty-eiglitli New York Volunteers, having 
reported for duty, will assume command of the Second Brigade, Second 
Division. 

* * # * ^ # 

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. EigtHteenth Army Corps, 

No. 109. i In the Field, Va., August 27, 1864. 

I. Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr will, with his division, occupy the right 
of the line of defenses, extending from the James Eiver to Battery 
No. 5. One brigade should occupy the space on the left of the line 
fi'om Battery No. 5 to about 200 yards to the right of Battery No. 3, 
and the other brigades extended according to the strength of the line 
occupied, his pickets covering his front on tte picket-line extending 
to the left as far as where that line crosses a ravine in front of Battery 
No. 7. 

II. Brig. Gen. A. Ames will, with his division, occupy the left of the 
line of defenses, extending from General Carr’s left to the Appomattox 
Elver, arranging his brigades so as to cover the most exposed parts of 
the line with a heavy force. His pickets will take the picket-line from 
General Carr’s at the crossing of the ravine in front of Battery No. 7 to 
the Appomattox Eiver. 

III. Each division commander will appoint for his division a perma- 
nent chief of outposts and pickets who will attend to x)Osting the ^vis- 
ion pickets and visit them at such times as may be directed. The picket 
duty is of vital importance, and all officers and men arc e^^ected when 
on such duty to attend to it, as when in turn they are off picket their 
safety and quiet depends on the vigilance of those on picket. These 
latter should never be surprised or stampeded. 

IV. Infantry will be detailed to support the artillery in redoubt in 
front of each division by the respective commanders of such divisions. 

V. Eegular parade, drills, and roll-calls will be resumed, proper calls 
being sounded. Bands when i)racticing will be sent to the rear. 

By command of Maj. Gen. E. 0. C. Ord: 

THEODOEE EEAD, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

No. 82. 5 City Point, Ya., August 28, 1864. 

I. Hereafter deserters from the Confederate Army who deliver them- 
selves up to the U. S. forces will, on taking an oath that they will not 
again take up arms during the present rebellion, be furnished subsist- 
ence and free transportation to their homes if the same are within the 
lines of Federal occupation. If their homes ai*e not within such lines 
they will be furnished subsistence and free transportation to any point 
in the Northern States. All deserters who take the oath of allegiance 
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•will, if they desire it, be given employment in the quartermaster and 
other departments of the army, and the same remuneration paid them 
as is given to civilian employ6s for similar services. Forced military 
duty or service endangering them to capture by the Confederate forces 
will not be exacted irom such as give themselves up to the U. S. mili- 
tary authorities. 

# # # ^ # 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistajit Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August ^5, 186d — 11 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Fortress Monroe: 

I have nothing particular to report this morning. There was a little 
more brisk firing than usual about 3 a. m,, apparently on the lines of 
Mott and Birney. As no report has been received of it it is presumed 
to have been without consequence. A flag of truce sent in to Beams’ 
Station yesterday by General Gregg, proposing to send a working 
par-fcy to bury our dead, was declined by General Wade Hampton on 
the ground that his people were then engaged in burying our dead, es- 
timated at 200 in number, and that our wounded had all been 
removed. A congratulatory order of General Lee in yesterday’s Pe- 
tersburg paper claims 9 guns, 7 colors, and 2,000 prisoners as the 
result of the battle at Beams’. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augxist 18Gi. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General : On examination of deserters from the enemy this morn- 
ing I And that Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, of Heth’s division, and Har-‘ 
ris’, Wright’s, and Finegan’s, of Mahoiie’s division, still retain their 
old positions in the trenches. The general supposition is that the bal- 
ance of the two named divisions are lying in reserve inside the enemy’s 
works. I cannot locate Wilcox’s division, but deserters all say that 
all the troops which fought the Fifth [Second] Corps at Beams’ Station 
returned to within the trenches, or enemy’s line, around Petersburg. 

Very resi^ectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Gajgtnin, dtc. 


Headquarters, 

August 28j 1864 — 7.35 jp. m. (Beceived 7.45 p. m.) 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 

One deserter from Twenty- fifth Virginia Battalion, an organization 
raised for local defense in Bichmond, now temporarily attached to Ben- 
ning’s brigade, came in to-day at Deep Bottom j brings no news. A 



Chap. LIV.] 


557 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 

few refugees from Eiclimond agree as to the hard times in that local- 
ity, but have no military information. One of them says the report is 
current that General Lee says he will drive us off the Weldon road if 
it takes all his army to do it. 

FRED. L. MANTFINTG, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqes. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 28^ 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; The following dispatch received from the plank road 
station : 


7 A. M. 

All qiTiet and no change perceived in enemy^a lines or camps. They continue to 
wo'rk on fortitications m vicinity of large fort'near Weldon railroad. 

H. W. FULTON. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 28^ 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General ; The following intercepted rebel messages have just been 
received from the signal oiScer at the Jordan house and are respect- 
fully forwarded: 

Colonel Brent, 

Jssistant AdjutanUGeneral : 

One gun-boat above x)ontoon. No movements of enemy observed this p. m. 
(Same to A. B.) 


August 28, 1864--8.40 a. m. 


Colonel Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A battery of eighteen pieces, eight horses to each piece, eight horses to each cais- 
son, passing open space to left of Cobb's going toward pontoon. About twenty-five 
wagons passing on road going toward Cobb's. 

R., 

Sergeant at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


10.15 A. M. 

Colonel^ Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A battery of artiUery have come from the enemy's front in Chesterfield and halted 
in open space to left of Cobb's. Thirty wagons have passed open space going to- 
ward pontoon. 

R., 

Sergeant at C, 


(Same to A. B.) 
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Colonel Brent, 

Assistant Adjn fan Gen et^a I : 

A battery of six pieces of artillery, six horses to each, have just passed the Jordan 
farm, have now halted in rear of Battery No. 5 ; were not there at daylight. 

R., 

Sefi'geant at C, 


(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Artillery followed by six wagons going tovrard pontoon from open space to our 
lett of Cobb's. 


(Same to A. B.) 


R., 

Sergeant at C. 


Colonel Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Eighteen pieces of artillery before reported did not cross pontoon. Battery 
reported in open space has moved in direction of Bermuda Hundred. Some twenty 
wagons crossed pontoon from the Prince George side and are now passing open space 
going toward enemy's front in Chesterfield. Wagon train and ambulances crossed 
pontoon going toward Bermuda Hundred. There is an increase of tents in rear of 
open space. About 100 horses were taken from the right of same place going to 
water from which I think there is a cavalry or artillery force there. 

R., 

Seh'geant at 0. 

(Same to A. B.) 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 


B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac, 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Augmt 28, 1864 — 7 p, m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

All quiet. Two battery flags on new works near Weldon railroad. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

Angnst 28, 1864, 

Maj. W. G. Mitchell, 

Aide-de-Oamp, Second Army Corps: 

Major: In reply to your note of yesterday concerning recommenda- 
tion of colonels previously recommended for promotion, now to receive 
brevets, I have the honor to recommend for a brevet, for gallant and 
meritorious conduct, Ool. James A. Beaver, One hundred and forty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who has already been recommended 
by his former commanders for promotion to the rank of brigadier-gen- 
eral, and who lost his leg at Eeams^ Station, August 25. Although not 
among those mentioned in your note as having been previously recom- 
mended for promotion, I desire to recommend for the brevet rank of 
brigadier-general, Lieut. Ool. K. O. Broady, Sixty-first New York Vol- 
unteers, who has for some time held the commission of colonel in his 
regiment, but cannot be mustered on account of the insufficient num- 
bers of his regiment. Colonel Broady is an officer of proved ability. 
He commanded tke Fourth Brigade of this division in the action of 
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August 25 until wounded, when he was obliged to leave the field. I 
consider that the service would be benefited by the conferring ui)ou 
him of the additional rank desired. 

Very respectfully, 

N’ELSON’ A. MILES, 

Brigadier- General of Vohcnfeers^ Commanding Division. 


General Orders, / IIdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps, 

No. 61. s August 28^ 186L 

The number of colors lost recently in this command calls for special 
notice from the major-general commanding the division. A written 
report will be required from each regimental commander losing a color 
on the 25th instant; and in every case where there appears to have 
been no adequate reason for the loss the regiment will not be per- 
mitted to carry any colors until it demonstrates in action its ability to 
protect them. This rule will hereafter be followed in regard to all 
colors lovst in battle, that the absence of them may be a standing 
reproach to those unable or unwilling to defend them. 

By command of IMajor-General Gibbon, commanding division: 

A. nENEY EMBLEE, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Colonel Locke: 


Davis House Sional Station, 

August 28^ 1864— 7 p. m. 


3.15 1). m. the enemy marched a column of infantry north on Weldon 
raih’oad. They were about 800 strong. Everything very quiet. 
Eespectfully, 

GEO. J. OLAEKE, 

First Lieutenant and /Signal Oflcer. 


Circular.] Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

August 28j 1864 — 4.20 a. m. 

Division commanders will hold their commands in readiness for 
instant service in any direction they may be needed. 

By command of Major-Geperal Warren : 

A. S. MAEYIN, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 

August 28j 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Maior-Geueral Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired in my 
front during the last twenty-four hours. I have had a survey made of 
the lino and am now making some improvements in its location, mainly 
to place the men on dry ground, 

JNO, G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ij^'inth Ariiy Corps, 

!No. 45. 5 August 28^ 1864. 

I. In accordance with Special Orders, !No. 155, paragraph 2, head- 
quarters Ninth Army Corps, of this date, the undersigned assumes 
temporary command of the First Division, Ninth Army Corps. 

II. The stafl* will remain tbe same as before, with the addition of First 
Lieut. E. A. Watts, Seventeenth Michigan Volunteers, aide-de-camp, 
who will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

J. F. HAETEANFT, 
Brigadier-General^ U, 8, Volunteers. 


Hdqrs. Second Diy. Cayalry, Army of the Potomac, 

August 26) 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff j Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket- 
line from James Eiver to the left of the Fifth Army Corps. General 
Kautz reports one man wounded by a guerrilla near Eollins’ house, on 
the Powhatan road. The picket-line of the Second Division is comidete 
from Gary’s Church, on the plank road, to the railroad near the W^yatt 
road, thence to Warren’s left. One brigade is posted between the plank 
road and the Williams house, and one brigade between the Williams 
house and Doctor Gurley’s. A sketch of the i)icket-liiie will be forwarded 
as soon as pracjticable. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEFGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirotnia and North Carolina, 

Office of Chief Sjonal Officer, 
August 26., 1604. (Eeceived 6.50 p. m.) 

Col. J. W. Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 6.15 p. m. 
a train of ten cars loaded with troops passed the Junction toward Peters- 
burg. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant; 

L. B. NOETON, 
Cajptain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Telegraph this to General Ord. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 28y 1864. (Eeceived 12.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Ord: 

A quartermaster is here stating that he has orders at once to take all 
the details from the depots. It will be impossible tor me to relieve 
those details until the troops of General Foster and Thirty-seventh New 
Jersey arrive. You know the length of my line and that it needs all 
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of my troops. I am expecting Foster and Thii*ty- seven tlx NTew Jersey 
hourly. Until they come the taking away of youi* details from depots 
will make it impossible to send others. All of your corps has been 
relieved except those. The enemy made a sharp attack on my line at 
daylight. 

D. B. BIFKEY, 

Major-OeneraL 


Hatcher’S, August 28^ 1864. 

Major-G-eneral Birney: 

If Colonel Giubb had obeyed my orders yesterday he would have 
been able to have relieved the quartermaster’s emidoyes before this. 
He had ixositive orders to iiiaich some time ago, and if you can send down 
and get a detail from him before you can call back the quartermaster’s 
party, you had better do so and can take yoiu* choice. This dispatch 
will be your authority. 

E. O. G. OBD, 

2Iajor-Genert(l. 


Aucust 28, 18(>4 — 12.55 p. m. 

Major-General Birney: 

I have directed Colonel McGilvery, as department commander, to 
remain here until all my batteries are in i)lace and the officers fully 
instructed as to their duties, range, &c. Colonel Piper has the same 
instructions on your side of the river, and will not be relieved by you 
until you wish it. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- General. 


August 28, 1804. 


Major-General Birney: 

Colonel McGilvery has been ordered to report to you. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 


August 28, 1864. 


Major-General Birney: 

I inspected the front formerly occupied by General Foster at sunset 
last night, and General Carr’s division was there on the ground. Gen- 
eral Foster should have reached you last night. Colonel Grubb sent 
me word a few moments ago that General Birney had authorized him 
to stay at Fort Converse. If you choose to keep the details of Colonel 
Cole’s cavalry and let Colonel Grubb’s regiment remain where it is I 
have no objection, but the only way to get scattered men to their com- 
mands is to order them peremptorily to join, and applications will soon 
come in for new details. I had so ordered with Colonel Grubb’s regi- 
ment and with the details from the Tenth Corps at the depots, City 
Point, railroad, or elsewhere. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major-General. 
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Hatcher’s, Atigust 28^ 1864 — 2,20 p, m, 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney: 

I Rave just learned tRat General Foster is still Rere, and Re is ordered 
to move at once to join you. TRis is due to misunderstanding as to 
wRen Re was relieved, General Oarr not Raving reported Rim relieved 
to tRese Readquarters or notifying Rim tRat Re was relieved. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Army Corps, 

August 28, 1864, 

General Birney: 

General : I packed up and started for your Readquarters tRis morn- 
ing. General Ord detained me and says I must remain Rere to-day to 
instruct Ris battery officers tRe range to different points of the enemy’s 
line. Captain James, Third ERode Island Artillery, who reports with 
Ris battery to you this morning, took a memorandum of all the batteries 
on your line yesterday for me and is doubtless prepared to give you any 
information in regard to them that you may require. I Rave shown 
your last dispatch to General Ord. He says I must remain, neverthe- 
less, and give the above-mentioned information. I shall come as soon 
as I can get away. 

Eespectfully, 

F. MoGILYEEY, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

NTo. 104. ' 3 Before Petersburg, Va,, August 28, 1864, 

# # # # # # 

4. TRe position of the troops of this division in the trenches is re- 
assigned as follows, viz: 

First. The First Brigade, Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, commanding, will occupy their present front with 
two regiments in the trenches and two in reserve. 

Second. The Second Brigade, Col. J. E. Hawley, Seventh Connecti- 
cut Volunteers, commanding, will rest its left as now, connecting with 
the right of the First Brigade, extending on the right to a point about 
520 yards to the left of the Hare Rouse. Colonel Hawley will place 
one-half of Ris troops in the trenches and the other half in reserve, pro- 
vided that one-half of Ris force will give not less than one man to every 
yai'd of the front assigned to Rim. Only one of the two regiments 
armed with Spencer rifles will be placed in the front line at once, and 
the men now on the line between the Hare Rouse and the front, 520 
yards to the left of it, will not be removed until relieved by the troops 
of Brigadier-General Birney’s command. 

Third. TRe Third Brigade, Col. H. M. Plaisted, Eleventh Maine Vol- 
unteers, commanding, will occupy the ground between the left of the 
First Brigade and Mott’s division, of the Second Corps. Colonel 
Plaisted will place one-half of Ris men on the front line and one-halt* in 
reserve, provided that one-half of Ris force will be sufficient to place 
not less than one man to the yard in the trenches. 
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Fourth. The reserves will relieve the troops iu the trenches once in 
forty-eight hours. 

^ * 


By order of Brig. Gen. A. H, Terry: 


A. TERRY, 

Assista?it Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. First Brio., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Hatcher’^ Ya,^ August 28,^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-Gen( ral : 

Colonel: In compliance with instructions from corps headquarters, 
I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders trom Brig. Gen. 
R. S. Foster, I left the defenses at Bermuda Hundred, Battery Ho. G, 
at 6.15 a. m. on the 27th instant, '^dth the following troops, viz: One 
hundred and forty-second. One hundred and seventeenth, One hundred 
and twelfth, and Third Hew York Volunteers, and the Twenty-fourth 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, numbering in all 57 commissioned 
officers and 1,580 enlisted men; and that I reported at the headquar- 
ters Tenth Army Corps, near Petersburg, Ya., at 10 a. in. the same day, 
with 57 officers and 1,577 men, three men having been excused and sent 
to the rear by the surgeon. At 6 p. in. I was assigned a position on the 
right of the line before Petersburg, as follows: three regiments with 
their right resting on the river and their left resting at the mortar and 
liglit 12-pounder battery, posted on the right of the race-course, and 
one regiment assigned to jiicket duty on the Appomattox River, their 
left resting near the Dunn house ; the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts 
Volunteers was, by direction of the commanding general, reported to 
Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry at 1 p. m. 

Very respectfully, youi‘ obedient servant, 

H. M. CURTIS, 

Colonel 142d Neic Yorlc Volunteers^ Commanding Brigade, 


Headquarters Cayalry Division, 

August 28^ 1864 — 11 a, m. 

Captain Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Cavalry Division: 

Captain : I have to report one man wounded of the Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Oavaliy last night on picket near Rollins^ house, on the Pow- 
hatan road. He was tired upon three or four times and struck in three 
lilaces with buckshot and horse killed. In other respects the line has 
been undisturbed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


[Auoust 29, 1864. — For Grant to Halleck, referring incidentally to 
Sheridan’s operations in the Shenandoah Valley and the return of the 
Sixth Army Corps to the Army of the Potomac, see Vol. XXXIX- 
Part II, p. 313.] 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 29^ 1864. — 11 A5 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

1 have nothing of importance to report this morning. The 13-inch 
mortar has been placed in battery on the right of the Tenth Corps 
front, and from time to time throws shell at the railroad depot in Peters- 
burg. The difficulty of supplying the troops on the Weldon railroad, 
and the advantage of greater facility in moving troops from left to right 
of our extended line, has caused my attention to be called to tlie expedi- 
ency of extending the City Point raih*oad to the Weldon railroad in 
rear of our lines. A survey by the engineers proves the scheme quite 
feasible, and there is ample material in the shape of rails and ties on 
the N'orfolk road. The labor, therefore, would consist in the trans- 
portation of this material, the grading and laying of the track. The 
engineers estimate it would require a month to complete the work, but 
I am of the opinion, by placing a large force on it, it could be done in a 
shorter time. The question of its expediency is greatly dependent on 
the proposed future operations, and is therefore submitted to you for 
judgment. If it is contemplated the army will remain in its present 
position for any considerable time over the peidod, three weeks, required 
to construct the road, I think it would i^ay, as unless this is done we 
shall have to build, at least, two corduroy roads between the plank road 
and Weldon railroad. Report from signal officer just in indicates a 
movement of the enemy’s infantry from theii* right to left. Troops 
are seen passing in that direction this morning. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Va., August 20, 1864, 

Major-General Meade: 

I will direct work to be commenced on the railroad extension at once. 
I do not want to give up the Weldon road, if it can be avoided, until we 
get Richmond. That may bo months yet. To facilitate operations, 
wagons returning from near the lilorfolk road and from the Weldon 
road should throw in a light load of rails and bring them to the present 
depot. Ko rails should be brought from the Norfolk road east of 
where the proposed road will intersect it, unless the engineers deem it 
expedient to haul in wagons all the rails that will be required. When 
the road is finished to that point, a train of cars could be run down the 
road and used to bring up the rails. Again, if wagons were to be used 
exclusively in placing rails where they are wanted, four parties could 
work at once — one from the Weldon road north, two from the Norfolk 
road (one north, the other south), and one from the City Point road. 
The manner of doing the work will be submitted to the engineers. 

U. 8. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Major-General Meade: 


City Point, Ya., August 29, 1864, 

(Received 1 p. m.) 


If Captain Michler can possibly be spared, direct him to report here 
for orders. I want an engineer officer to report to General Sheridan 
for duty. 

JJ, 8. GRANT, 

‘ Lieutenant- General, 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

August 4^.9, 1864 — 6 jg. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 


I cannot possibly spaie Major Micliler. Two officers, Captains IMeii- 
(lell and Tui'nbull, have recently" been taken away. Major Duane’s 
health is precarious and I am daily expecting his being obliged to leave 
on this account. Michler is the only officer of experience I have to act 
as chief engineer. In our present position the engineers are very much 
occupied. Ilesides held-works, there are the surveys for roads, the 
obtaining a knowledge of the topography of the country, countermin- 
ing, and a variety of miscellaneous duties which are constantly arising 
and would prevent the reduction of the engineering force of this army. 
If it is deemed imperative to take an officer from this army, I would 
prefer the detachment of Captain Harwood, but I hope some one may 
be found other than those now here. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., August 4?,9, 4861 — 1.20 p. m. 
Major-General Meade : 

I presume that our cavalry is so disposed that the enemy cannot 
come around Warren’s hank and attack in rear without our having 
timely notice. If tiiey should make such an attack Warren should 
move with every man he has and trust to getting back his position 
after a battle. 

IT. S. GEANT, 

L i €U tena nt- Geyiera I. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 29^ 1864 — 1.20 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Your dispatch of 1.20 received. Kautz’s division of cavalry watches 
our rear from the Jerusalem plank road to the James, Gregg’s division 
pickets from the Jerusalem i)lank road west, around our rear, and to 
Warren’s left. Any movement of the enemy, such as you indicate, 
would therefore be known. There is no indication of any such move- 
ment. Perhaps my dispatch of this a. m. may have been accidentally 
either erroneously written or misapprehended. I desire to say the 
enemy’s infantry had been seen passing from the vicinity of lead 
works toward Petersburg, apparently moving to their left. I have 
four divisions of infantry in reserve, ready to meet any movement in 
our rear or on the left. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., August 29^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. Inoalls, 

Chief Quartermaster Armies Operating against Bichmond : 

You will please extend the City Point Eailroad with the least practi- 
cable delay to the Weldon railroad, the extension to pass in rear of our 
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prewsent lines, and at points giving the greatest accommodations to our 
troops. Telegraphs marked A and B on the subject are respectfully 
inclosed for your information.* 

By command of Lieutenant General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Asslstan t A djn tan t- Genera L 


Headquabteus Abmtes oe the United States, 

Ofpice of Chief Quaetekmaster, 

August ^.9, ISGL 

Maj. J. C. DrANE, 

Chief Engineer Army of the Potomac^ General Meadeh Ildqrs. : 
The survey was made at the time by competent engineers; the dis- 
tance was about four or five miles; cost of construction about $75,000; 
time, four weeks. It was thought by General Grant that further action 
would be unnecessary; but if General Meade desires a road constructed 
in rear of his lines I will have a cheap temporary track laid down that 
will not cost much nor take much time. 

EUFUS INGALLS, 

Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augtist ^,9, gsOi — i), m. 


Brigadier-General Inoalls : 

Major Duane has shown me your disiiatch offering to build the rail- 
road from the City Point road to the Weldon road. I shall be very 
glad to accept your offer. All the labor you want can be furnished by 
details. There is ample material on the NozTolk road. Possibly even 
the ties on that road may be available. At any rate, we can get all 
the material on the ground in advance of the preparation of the bed of 
the roadway. I have directed Duane to confer with you. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, Commanding, 


City Point, Va., August ^,9, 18Gi, 

(Eeceived 11,30 p. m.) 

General M. C. Meios, 

Quartermaster- General : 


General Grant has ordered me to extend the City Point Eailroad to 
the W eldon road at once in rear of our lines. I have ordered work to 
be commenced at once and to be pushed forward as rapidly as possible. 
Detail will be made from the trooi)s to assist. Will you please dii'ect 
Colonel McCallum to send additional men and the necessary material 
to complete this work without any delay? General Grant is anxious 
to have it completed at the earliest moment possible. 

EUFUS INGALLS, 

Chief Quartermaster, 


See Meado to Grant; 11.45 a. in., and Grant’s reply, p. 564. 
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City Point, Ya., Augiii^t 20 , 1864 , 

(Eeceivecl 11 p. m.) 

Major Wentz, 

Chief JEngineer and Super int&nde^ii, Alexandria : 

I have just received a communication from General Ingnlls, inclosing 
order of General Grant, for the immediate construction of line of rail- 
road to connect City Point road with Weldon load, starting from and 
connecting with the two most convenient points on both roads. Gen- 
eral Ingalls requested me to telegraph you, and urge immediate action, 
and the mustering of all railroad force you can obtain, and as many 
military will be furnished as may be needed. He has telegraphed the 
quartermaster-general, who will confer with you, and that you notify 
Colonel McCallum of your wants, and call on him for all the assistance 
he can send you. If McAlpine does not get back to-night I am ordered 
to go over to headquarters in the morning to see Major Duane in regard 
to the line and the points he wishes to connect. Please telegraph your 
instructions immediately, as General Ingalls is urgent. I will telegraph 
McAlpine at Horfolk. 

Jl^O. MOEGAlSr, 
Assistant JByigmeer. 


City Point, Ya., August 20, 1864, 

Oapt. M. Smith, 

Commanding James Blmr Flotilla: 

There is good reason for believing that one or more torpedoes were 
planted in the river, between this and Wilcox’s Landing, last night. 
Before sending out any vessels, particularly with valuable cai'goes, I wish 
at least to have a search made to see if the vsuspicion entertained is 
verified. I would be pleased, captain, if you would instruct the officers 
in your command convenient to this locality to search the river Irom 
immediately below here to Wilcox’s Landing. 

IT. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Washington, August 29, 186-i. 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, City Pomt, Va.: 

Scouts who left Mine Eun Thursday night are just in, and report fol- 
lowing: Wickham’s and Young’s cavaky brigades passed up the Valley 
early part of last week. Corse’s and Anderson’s brigades started for 
Eichmond early part of last week. Anderson’s brigade recalled and is 
still in Valley. Thought to be no infantry now in the Valley but part 
of Ewell’s old corps and two or three brigades of Longstreet’s corps. 
General Ed. Johnson, of Ewell’s corps, gone to Atlanta. Understood 
that Beauregard has gone to Atlanta with troops from V alley. General 
Lomax is in Eichmond, but not known whether his brigade is there. 
Prominent secessionists of Orange County say Eichmond cannot be 
held a month with Weldon road in our possession. Eumors of impor- 
tant movements of infantry in the Valley when scouts left, but no par- 
ticulars could be had. Other scouts will be in Wednesday. 

GEOEGE K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

(Copy to Generals Meade and Sheridan.) 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

City Pointy Aug^ist 29^ 1864, 
j\Iajor-GeDeral Humphreys, CJiief of Staff: 

General : Our men failed in reacliing* our agent niglit before last, 
being driven back by the enemy’s scouts. They met him, however, 
last night, he ha^ing left Eichmoiid on Saturday evening. He says 
that he knows of no military movements, as none have taken place 
through Eichmond in any direction. Two trains a day are run on the 
Yirginia Central Eailroad, and they go certainly as far as Gordous- 
yille, as the agent himself lately bought a ticket to that point for a 
woman of his acquaintance. Ho supplies are being sent to General 
Early whatever. It is understood that Early must subsist himself or 
vstarve. Everything has been called in from the country easterly of 
Eichmond, and the agent is quite certain that there are now but three 
picket-posts from Bottom’s Bridge to Eichmond, with two men on each 
post. He says that last night it was understood that twenty men 
belonging to the torpedo corps were to be sent down to join with fifteen 
scoilts, under Lieutenant Tolman, to put torpedoes in the eTames Eiver 
below this point. They had been waiting for a favorable night for 
some time. He knows that the twenty men came from Eichmond on 
Saturday, and he thinks that the work was done last night. He 
thought that the torpedoes would be i>ut in the river near Kimmage’s, 
but our scouts told him that last night they happened to land near 
Kimmage’s. He then said that there had been but two othbr points 
spoken of, one of which was Harrison’s and the other the mouth of 
Herring Creek. This is all the information we have on that subject. 
Our agent brought through with him night before last a Mr. Make- 
water, engineer on the rebel steamer Beaufort, and a week from now 
he will bring the chief engineer of the rebel gun-boat Fredericksburg. 
It will be necessary to keep a lookout for these people, as after having 
effected their escape they are not desirous, on account of their families 
and friends, of giving information which will afterward appear in the 
papers, and consequently conceal their former occupation. I believe 
that Makewater was received yesterday by the provost-marshal at 
General Butle]'’s headquarters. I inclose herewith Saturday’s Eicli- 
mond paper, being the only one brought. One of my lines is running 
very well now, and if the commanding general desires any specific 
information I should be glad to have my attention directed to it. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel^ &c. 


City Point, August 29, 1864, 

Captain McEntee : 

General Grant has a dispatch from Washington to-day noon, brought 
by our people from Mine Eun, Indicating that troops from the Yalley 
are on their way back to Eichmond. Details not yet received, but 
expected by other scouts Wednesday. General Edward Johnson gone 
to Atlanta. Eumored also that Beauregard had gone to Atlanta with 
some of the troops from the Yalley. Information received here to-day 
shows only that Bushrod Johnson’s and Hoke’s divisions are in i)osition 
in fi?ont of the Tenth Corps. Three refugees from Eiclimond bring 
nothing different from report to General Humphreys this moiming. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 
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Headquartees, 
August 20^ 1861 — SAG jg. m. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

City Foint: 

Deserters from Twenty-fiftli I^Tortli Carolina, BusLrod Johnson’s cliyis- 
ion, report Johnson and Hoke before Tenth Corps. Deserter from First 
Engineers says it is the only engineer regiment in rebel service. De- 
tachments of it are at bridges across the James, remainder encamped 
near Petersburg. Deserter from Seventh Tennessee says only between 
fifty and sixty in the regiment. Heard sergeant-major say so. All 
came in last evening and early this morning. Three refugees brought 
no news. 

FEED. L. MANNING, 
Lieutenant and. Aide-de-Oamjg, 


Hdqes. Aemy of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 29^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General; The following dispatch received from plank road sta- 
tion: 

At 7.10 a. m. a column of infantry, nuninorini? "betwoon 3,000 and 4,000, came from 
woods in the rear of the large fort near Weldon railroad and went toward Peters- 
burg, disappearing near load- works. Enemy’s line quiet. They continue working 
on new line of works near ^Veldon railroad. 

FULTON. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Hdqes. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 29j 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following report received 
from the signal officer at the Jordan house: 


August 29—9 a. m. 

The enemy are at work intrenching north-northwest from this point, probably 
with the intention of enfilading the 13-inch mortar. The enemy have just been 
using a Whitworth gun from a point behind the woods nearly opposite Dow’s mortar 
battery. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STRYKEE, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer, 
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ITdqus. Aemy of the Potomac, Sionae Depaht:meht, 

August ^9, 186 L 


Major-General HuMPHREYfcJ, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: I liavetlie honor to forward the following* report just 
received fi:om the station near the Gibbon house; 


August 29—2.10 p. m. 

Two pieces of liglit artillery liave just moved from Petersburg toward the enoiuy^h 
^^orks in front of Cemeteiv Hill. 

JORDAN, 

8er()(a)\t. 


I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AYM. S. STPYKEE, 


Aeting Chief Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

No. 233. 5 August .2.9, 1864. 

* * » X. -v If 

6. The Artillery Brigade of the Ninth Coips will be eonstituied as 
follows, Lieut. Gol. J. A. Monroe, First Eliode Island Artillery, eom- 
manding: Eoemer’s battery. Thirty-fourth New York, four 3-inch guns; 
DurelPs battery (Pennsylvania), six 3-inch guns; JonewS’ battery, Elev- 
enth Massachusetts, four 3-inch guns; Eaton’s battery. Twenty-seventh 
New York, four Napoleons; Twitchell’s battery, Seventh Maine, four 
Napoleons ; Eogers’ battery, Nineteenth New York, four Napoleons. The 
following-named batteries, now in the Ninth Corps, are transferred to 
the Artillery Eeserve, and will report to Brigadier-General Hunt, chief 
of artillery, Army of the Potomac, who will give the necessary instruc- 
tions for the organization of the artillery park of the corps, and for the 
transfer of the surplus material to the artillery park of the army: 
Start’s, Third Vermont, four 3-iuoh guns; Thomas’, Second Maine, 
four 3-inch guns; Mayo’s, Third IMaine, four 3-inch guns; Wright’s, 
Fourteenth Massachusetts, four 3-inch guns. 

* * * # * -ji * 

10. The attention of corps and other independent commanders is 
called to the large number of officers and men on special, extra, or daily 
duty, and on detached service within this army. According to the last 
reports over 1,000 officers and 21,000 enlisted men are so employed; 
numbers considered by the commanding general altogether dispropor- 
tionate to the present strength of the army, and he calls upon corps 
and independent commanders to institute rigid iusj>ections for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether many of the officers and men now on 
special service cannot be returned to duty. It is supposed that, as a 
general thing, the existing details for detached service were made prior 
to the commencement of the campaign, and now that the army is so 
much reduced in its effective strength the commanding general is of 
the opinion that the details for special ser\nce should be reduced pro- 
portionately, and he trusts that it is only necessary to direct attention 
to the subject to secure the return to duty of all officers and men whose 
service on detached duty can possibly be dispensed with. 

# * # # # 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

August 29^ 186i — 12.35 i). m. 

TUe attention of corps commanders is called to the ciicular of July 2 A 
from these lieadqnarteis, calling for reports twice daily, by teleg'raph, 
of the events that transpired within the preceding twelve hours. The 
daily evening reports may hereafter be discontinued, but it is expected 
that morning reports giving a full summary of events that may have 
transpired the twenty-four hours previous will be regularly rendered 
at or before 9 a. m. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(To Generals Hancock, Warren, and Parke.) 


Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

August 29^ 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock:: 

The artillery on the lines is under my general charge. The generals 
having charge of portions of the line give such orders to the batteries 
as their positions or circumstances require. All the batteries of the 
Sixth Corps, the only serviceable ones at my disposal, are now in posi- 
tion, There are none to replace yours, as there is no reserve artillery. 

HENKY J. HUOT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Drv., Second Army Corps, 

Ho. 494. ) August 20 ^ 186L 

1, Lieut. Col. William Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
is hereby assigned to the temjporary command of the Consolidated 
Brigade of this division. 

# * * * * * 

By oi’der of Brigadier-General Miles : 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 29^ 1864. 

[General Mott:] 

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to inform you that 
the engineers have decided the location for a redoubt, about 2o0 yards 
in front of the Strong house. In order to cover properly the working 
party on this redoubt, your picket-line may have to be advanced a little 
in tliat vicinity. I am directed to meet the commander of the brigade, 
the picket-line, or some officer charged with establishing the new posts, 
and indicate generally to him where the line is to run. You will 
be required to furnish 500 men to work on this redoubt in two 
reliefs, one only being absent from the line at once. The first relief to 
be ready for work at 7 a. m. The men can be taken fi*om the brigade 


See Vol. XL, Part 11, p. 587. 
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camped near tlie Strong' lioiise witli tlie above precaution. I will be at 
General Pierce’s headquarters about 7 a. m. to-morrow to meet the officer 
you may designate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. H. MOEGAK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

Au(J^^st 29, 1861 — 11 a, m. 

General Humphreys: 

It is all quiet here this morning. I would like to ride along the 
lines, perhaps as far as your headquarters, if there is no reason for my 
remaining here. 

G. K. WAEEEK 

Major-Oeneral 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 29 j 1864, 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


Genbrad : I am directed by the major-general commanding to inquire 
whether the Fifth Corps has been reorganized into three divisions as 
proposed by you some time ago; and, if so, whether the instructions 
of the commanding general requiring that the troops of the old First 
Corps, certain Maryland regiments excepted, should comiiose one of the 
new divisions, have been complied with. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

Aug'iist 29y 1864 — 10.15 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: The enemy’s pickets in our front, right and left of the 
railroad, have shown a disposition to advance slightly this morning, 
apparently for the purpose of observation. There has been some firing 
in that quarter, and one man of our pickets wounded. All is now 
quiet. 

Very respectfully, colonel, your most obedient servant, 

CHAS. P. STOETE, 

Colonellith Infantry (in temporary command Second Division). 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 29, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has transpired on 
my front during the past twenty-four hours. A portion of my line on 
the right is being altered, which will increase the strength of the line 
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and give tlie troops better camping-ground. I have ordered one-fourth 
of the command to be on duty at the parapet, with arms and accouter- 
ments, throughout the day, one-tliiid tliroughout the night, and the 
whole command to be under arms at 4 a. m., and remain until 5. 

JN-Q. G. PAEKE, 

Major- Genentl. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 


Major-General Parke: 


August ISGi — 12,10 jp. m. 


The commanding general desires that you will submit your views 
with regard to reorganizing the Pirst, Second, and Third Divisions ol 
your corps into two divisions, and in the event of such reorganization, 
what distribution do you advise should be made of the several regi- 
ments and of the staff officers that would be rendered supernumerary'? 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adj utant- Genera h 


Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

Before Fetcrshiirg,, A%igiist 29^ 18(M. 

Lieut. Col. J. A. Monroe, 

Chief of Artillery,^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I inclose herewith Special Orders, ISTo. 233,* current series, 
of this date, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, reducing and 
designating the batteries of your corps. The batteries named will con- 
stitute the brigade of your corps for the present and will be sufficient 
for its wants, as Major-General Meade states that the number of divLs- 
ioiis will be reduced to three. General Orders, Ko. 82, t Army of the 
Potomac, of 1863, defines the duties of the chief of artillery of this 
army and will guide you in your duties and responsibility to him. A 
copy of the order has been transmitted to Major-General Parke by the 
adjutant-general of this army. If you have no copy of it you will 
please request permission of General Parke to take a copy of his. You 
already have the oi'ders for the organization of your park, the number 
of rounds of ammunition for each gun, the number of wagons can be 
easily calculated, and the number of forage wagons (five to each twenty- 
five ammunition wagons) for forage and provisions. Each battery is 
allowed five wagons — one for baggage, i&c., and four for provisions 
and forage. (See General Orders, No. 27, July 1, 1864, headquarters 
Army of the Potomac, paragraphs 9 and ILJ) You will calcinate the 
number of wagons authorized according to that order, complete and 
submit it to me, and, upon approval, complete your train from the 
wagons you now have, when orders wdll be given you to turn over the 
surplus to the artillery park of the army. You will complete the staff 
of your brigade as soon as practicable and make arrangements for the 
prompt and regular supply of rations and forage. It is desirable that 
the artillery of your corps should be kept as much as possible together, 
and it is General Menders instructions that when batteries are assigned 
by the corps commanders for service with the divisions their adminis- 
tration and supplies will be provided for from the Artillery Brigade, 

* Seep. 570. 

+ See Vol. XXIX, Part IT, p. 84. 

t See paragraphs 9 and 11, Special Orders* No. 44, Vol. XL, Part I, pp. 40, 41. 
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When the troops are detached from the corps so as to make it neces- 
sary, instructions will be given in time to the batteries to draw their 
siipi>lies from the division or brigade to which they are attached. 

I send you herewith a copy of Special Orders, IS^o. 279, of October 28, 
1863, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, respecting wagons to 
accompany batteiies. It is always a saving of horses and of efficiency 
to have sufficient wagons to accompany batteries to transport forage. 
I also send you two copies each of General Orders, N’os. 2 and 5, from 
these headquarters. There are so few copies of them on hand that I 
cannot send you more. You will please cause the commanders and 
officers of your batteries to be instructed as to their requirements, and, 
if desired, leave a copy of each with General Parke, to whom, in obe- 
dience to paragraph 489, General Eegulations, you will submit them 
and all other instructions sent you from these headquarters. Full and 
prompt reports to these headquarters respecting the service under your 
direction and all that concerns the artillery are expected from you, 
that every means may be promptly taken to make and keep your artil- 
lery efficient. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

HBNEY J. HUNT, 
BrUjadier-General^ Chief of Artillery. 

# ^ [Intlosuro Xo. 1 j 

Special Orders, ) IIeadqitarters Army op the Potomac, 

No. 279. ) October 28, 1863. 

^ ^ ik ^ ^ m ^ 

5. Hereafter orders requiring all wagons other than ambulances and 
medicine wagons and wagons containing intrenching tools to be sent to 
the rear may be so construed as to allow one wagon to accompany each 
battery of artillery for the purpose of conveying subsistence stores and 
forage. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Asmtant Adjutant^ General. 

[Inclosurc Xo. 2 ] 

General Orders, ) Arty. Hdqrs., Ar^my or the Potomac, 

Eo. 2. ) January 15^ 1864. 

The follownig instructions and regulations for the artillery of this 
army, having been sanctioned by the general commanding, are pub- 
lished for the government of all concerned: 

1. The responsibility of choosing the position for action devolves 
upon the commander of the artillery. If assigned to his position by the 
general officer under whose orders he is placed he will, to relieve him- 
self from the responsibility, report to the latter its objectionable fea- 
tures, provided a better one can he found, and suggest the means 
necessary to improve or secure it. 

2. In taking up a position, four points require especial attention: 

I. The efficacy of fire of the battery. 

IL Cover for the pieces from the enemy^s fire. 

III. The position of the rest of the troops. 

IV. Facility of movement. 

I. That the fire should be effective is in all cases the most important 
consideration, to which, as far as may be necessary, the second consid- 
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eratioii must be sacrificed. For this purpose a clear view of the euemy 
is necessary, and judgment must be used in the selection of the difi 
ferent projectiles, according to the nature of the ground and the object 
to be attained. Concentration of fire, rather than its distribution, is 
of importance; hence the gniis should be as much as possible so placed 
that their fire may converge on important points, and should not be 
too much scattered over the field. In a liilly or undulating country a 
moderate elevation, which gives a good view of the ground, is the best 
position for artillery. Too much elevation should be avoided, since the 
fire is more effective in proj>ortion as the projectiles pass more closely 
to the gTound, Ground covered by bushes, trees, or other obstruc- 
tions is not favorable to the use of artillery. It is advantageous 
under all circumstances to fire at lines obliquely, and at columns in the 
direction of their greatest depth. Against walls, the most efiective 
projectile is solid shot. Shot and, in rare cases, shell should be used 
against log stockades, barricades, &c., and for sweeping a wood — to 
which latter purpose shrax): el and canister are not well adapted — and 
also against deep columns of eavaby, taken in the prolongation of the 
column. There has been too much neglect of solid-shot fire from the 
smooth-bore guns, and altogether too much dependence placed upon 
shell. In the above cases percussion shell fired direct so as to act first 
as solid shot or, at need, slirapnel without the fuse are the best for rifled 
field guns. Canister is to be employed at close quarters. It is effective 
both from the wide si3readofits balls and from the raindity with which 
it may be fired, accurate aiming not being necessaiy. Canister may be 
fired with great advantage into the edge or skirts of a wood which is 
about to be charged by our infantry, and against the flank of an enemy^s 
battery at close quarters, under which circumstances the canister-shot 
are very destructive to both men and horses. The prevailing tendency 
to the use of canister is too great. Shrapnel may be considered as a 
long-range canister, the iron case or shell carrying the bullets safely 
over the ground before distributing them. It should be chiefly used 
against troox)S which are stationary or not moving rax)idly, or dmected 
against fixed points over which an enemy is passing. Distances must 
be accurately judged, the x^rojectiles carefully prepared, the fire slow 
and deliberate, and its effect well noted, with a view to the correction 
of errors. Shrapnel is too aften wasted. Artillery ofiScers should 
recollect that, although it is the most effective and powerful of projec- 
tiles if well used, it is also the most harmless and contemptible if used 
badly; that the elements of uncertainty in its effect are numerous, and 
therefore in its use nothing should bo left to chance which can be made 
certain by care and attention. Shraiinel should never be fired rax)idly, 
except against large and dense masses, and then solid shot would gen- 
ei'ally be better. An intelligent otficer, or non-commissioned officer, 
should be detailed to watch the effect of each shot, and to report what 
correction ax)pears necessary. When time i)resses and observation of 
the shrapnel fire is difficult, canister is xH'eferable, if the range is such as 
to admit of its use. Shrapnel fire is very effective against lines of troops, 
columns, or batteries which are stationary upon open ground. It is not 
to be used against troops which are covered from view by the conforma- 
tion of the ground, or by obstacles of any kind, excei^t only when it is 
known that the enemy is stationed within a certain distance in the rear 
of a given obstacle, as in tlie case of field works, against the defenders 
of which shrapnel is effective. The allowance of shrapnel for the light 
12-pounder gun is largely in excess of the ordinary requirements of bat- 
tle. By reference to the table for i)acking ammunition chests it will be 
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seen that for the D^-poiinder gun only eight shra])nel are allowed. In 
determining the proportion for the light lii-poiinder gun the number 
was increased to twelve, because circumstances might arise which 
would make them useful, but it was exi)ected that habitually one-third 
of them, at least, would be used as solid shot. Batteries should be as 
much as possible protected fi.‘om sudden attack, either by their position 
or by trooi^s posted near them. A position within ride-range of a wood, 
or other cover which is not held by our own troops, is a bad one, and 
should not be taken if possible to avoid it, since the enemy can oecu])y 
the cover, if only with sharpshooters, and pick off our men and horses. 
Woods and other places of cover within the range of small-arms must 
therefore be occupied by our own troops. Even on perfectly oi)en 
ground the flanks of a battery must be protected from assaults. Its 
front can take care of itself; and hence it follows that the sui)ports of 
batteries should never be placed behind them, nor amongst the car- 
riages, but always on the flanks, either on the prolongation of the line 
of the battery, or, if cover can be secured, in advance or rear of that 
prolongation ; but always within easy supporting distance and no closer, 
so that the fire directed on the battery may not injure its snx)pox'ting 
troops. Although artillery, as a rule, must protect itself against 
attacks from the front, yet if such attacks are made by a heavy force, 
either in successive lines or in column, and with determination andxxer- 
sistence, the supporting troops should, if practicable, wheel forward 
their outward flanks, so that their cross-fire may sweep the ground in 
front of the battery, and may then charge vigorously with the bayonet, 
the commander of the supports having previouvSly arranged with the 
commander of the battery for a suspension of the artillery fire. The 
enemy having been driven off*, the supports will at on(‘e fall back toward 
the flanks so as to unmask the fire of the battery. 

II. Artillery should, whenever practicable without undue detriment 
to its oflensive powers, seek positions in which it may bo protected 
from the enemy’s fire, or concealed from his observation. The best 
natural cover is that afforded by the crest of hills which slope gently 
towai’d the enemy. The guns should be placed behind them with their 
muzzles looking over the top. The limbers and caissons will thus be 
entirely concealed. Cover which makes splinters when struck by shot, 
such as masonry, wood stacks, &c., is objectionable. Artificial cover 
may be obtained by sinking tlie piece. This is done by making an 
excavation for it to stand in. The excavation should bo one foot and a 
half deep in front, and should slope gently upward toward the rear. The 
earth is to be thrown up in front to the height ol* about one foot and a 
half. Ditches may he dug at the sides for the men. This vsystem of 
sinking the piece is used with advantage behind the edge of a hill, as 
it permits the piece to be brought closer to the crest and enables it tlic 
better to sweep the ground. Good drainage should always bo secured. 
INext to the protection of the guns, that of the caissons and limbers is 
of importance. Where the batteries are frequently moving the limbers 
cannot be put under cover, but must remain close in rear of tlie pio(‘es. 
Where so situated that they are not likely to require movements greater 
than can be effected by hand, as on a defensive line, or in i)osition, a 
caisson body for each piece, or even one for each secition, may be par- 
tially protected near the guns by digging trenches of one spade width, 
for the wheels only, so as to sink them to the axles, all the limbers 
with their horses being placed under cover if it can be found within 
reasonable distance of the position of the battery. Each section sliould 
load from one caisson-body until the latter is empty, when it should be 
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replaced and sent to tlie ammunition train to be replenished. NTeither 
caissons nor limbers must, under any circumstances, be so far separated 
from their guns as to be beyond the prompt control of the battery com- 
mander. 

III. The third consideration in posting artillery is the position of the 
rest of the troops. In general, the moveihents and positions of the 
infantry and cavalry determine the position for action of the artillery, 
which usually places itself on the flanks of the other troops, or between 
their intervals where it is secure itself and can fire for the longest 
period of time. A position in advance of other troops is very objection- 
able, especially in advance of cavalry. Cases occur, however, in which 
it cannot be avoided, those cases being, in general, when the action of 
the artillery is of primary importance, and there is no suitable position 
for it elsewhere. When a line of battle is established, on which in- 
fantry is to receive an attack, it is often strengthened by artificial 
means. A rifle-pit is dug, or barricades of wood constructed, or ad- 
vantage is taken of stone walls, &c. In such cases the artillery should 
be placed immediately on the line, preferably on advanced points, or 
in Hanking i)ositions, if such ofier, so that it can be used freely, and 
fire canister at need. This it cannot do if posted, as is too often the 
case, behind the line so as to fire over the troops. For the reasons 
already given, the guns when so posted should not be placed behind 
wood or stone barricades. Such cover should be removed and the 
pie(‘es sunk as already directed, or earth })arapets placed in front of 
them. It may be laid down as a rule that artillery should not fire over 
our own troops. For this there are three good reasons: Accidents are 
liable to happen to the troops fi'om x)rojectiles; it embarrasses their ad- 
vance by battering the ground in front of them, and obliging them to 
hold back until the fire can be stopped or its range extended; it makes 
the men over whom the projectiles are x>assing uneasy, and may de- 4 
moralize them. When it becomes necessary to fire over troops, solid 
shot and, in rare cases, shell should be used, and not canister nor 
shrapnel; the latter imojectile being liable to burst too soon, and to 
carry destruction among those over whose heads it was intended to 
pass. 

IV. It is of importance that evei'y position assumed by artillery should 
afford facilities for free movement in every direction, in order that such 
new positions may be taken up as circumstances may require. When 
this is not the case, care must at least be taken that the safety of the 
guns is not compromised. When the position is to be held to the last 
extremity, vstrong supports should be &rnished and the guns fought to 
the last, so that if lost it shall be with honor. If the position is not to 
be so lield, and the nature of the ground willpernnt,prolonges must be 
fixed that the battery may be fought retiring with the other trooi)s. 
When it is likely that a position will be carried and its defense will not 
justify the loss of guns, they must, if the nature of the ground will not 
admit of the use of the prolonge, be limbered up and retired in due sea- 
son under the protection of their supports. A battery may often be re- 
tired by sections, and half batteries under the protection of its own fire 
alone. Whenever a battery takes post, the means of moving it to the 
front, the flanks, or the rear must be studied by its commander, and, if 
necessary, walls and fences torn down and ditches filled up, so that no 
unexpected obstacles may hinder its freedom of movement in any direc- 
tion. It is a disgrace to an artillery officer if a gun, or even an oppor- 
tunity of rendering service, should be lost through a neglect or want of 

37 R »•— VOL XLII, PT II 
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Oil Ilia part. Guns may be honorably lost, especially if 
their sacrihce is necessary to the safety of other troops. But in all 
such cases the enemy should be made to pay dearly for them. 

3. Objects of lire: It is too much the tendency of artillery to lire at 
artillery. In the beginning of a battle the artillery should direct its 
lire wherever the enemy seems most exposed to danger. When the 
battle is fmdher advanced, if our own troops are about to repel an 
attack, that portion of the enemy’s force is to be fired on whose attack 
is the most dangerous for the time being. If we are acting on the 
oUeiisive, the gams must fire on that portion of the enemy w^hose resist- 
ance is the most formidable. When acting on the defensiTO the enemy’s 
infantry and cavalry are the most proper objects of fire. Artillery fire 
is to be concentrated on single points rather than divided between 
numerous objects, notwithstanding that such a division or distribution 
of the fire may cause a greater absolute loss to the enemy. It is not 
the number of killed and wounded that decides a battle, but the panic 
and demoralization of tho.se wdio remain j and this panic and demorali- 
zation are much sooner created and spread by concentrating the artil- 
lery fire on successive points than by distributing it over a wide space. 
The general rule is thfit artillery should concentrate its fire upon that 
l)art of the enemy’s force which, from its position, or from its character, 
it is the most desirable to overthrow. Against an enemy’s battery the 
fire should be concentrated on a single pie(*e until that is disabled, and 
should then be turned upon another, and an analogous plan should 
generally be followed in firing upon infentry and cavalry. When firing 
upon a hostile column the guns are to be directed at its center. If the 
column is in the act of deploying the flank toward which the deploy- 
ment is being made is to be fired on with canistm' or shrapnel. As a 
general rule artillery should not fire upon skirmishers or small groups 
of men. It is too much the habit to open fire on wagons or single 
horsemen, or small ]>arties, and sometimes, as in almost all cases of 
shelling woods, on a mere susincion that an enemy may be in a certain 
locality. This is a perversion of artillery fr*om its proper duties, which 
ai’C to destroy material obstacles and disorganize masses of men, so as 
to make them an easy prey to the other arms. A .successful fire upon 
individuals, or even on small bodies, i>roduces no adequate result, and 
may be compared to picket shooting, w^hich scarcely rises above the 
level of murder. 

4. Expenditure of ammunition: One of the evil effects of firingat 
small bodies is the waste of ammunition. Eapid firing at large bodies 
and opening at long range.s are additional causes of waste. In small 
skirmishes between 300 and 400 rounds per battery are expended; the 
fire, according to the reports, frequently averaging, and sometimes 
exceeding, one round per minute tor each gun. In general engage- 
ments batteries have been known to expend all the ammunition in their 
chests in a little over an hour and a half. An officer who expends 
ammunition in this manner proves his ignorance of the proper use of 
his arm, and a want of capacity for the command of a battery. He 
also incurs a heavy responsibility by throwing a whole battery out of 
u.se, and should be held to answ’er'fbr the consequences. There has 
been an improvement in thi.s respect, but there is still too great a con- 
sumption of ammunition. It is not so much the loss of the ammunition 
that should be considered — ^limited as is the amount which an army can 
transi)ort — as the loss of eft*ect from too distant and too rapid firing. 
In no case, except when firing canister at short ranges, should the rate 
exceed one round from each gun in two minutes; and that rate should 
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only be readied at critical moments, when the distance, numbers, and 
formation of the enemy are such that the fire is sm*e to be efiective. 
At all other times one round in four to six minutes is as rapid firing as 
should be permitted. The value of the rifled cannon consists princi- 
pally in its accuracy. Accuracy requires careful pointing, Trith close 
observation of the eflect, and these require time. Twelve shots in an 
hour at an object over 1,000 yards distant, the time being spent in 
careful loading and pointing, will produce better results than fifty shots 
will ordinarily produce from the same gun in the same time. If a heavy 
artillery fire is required it should be obtained, not by rapid firing, but 
by bringing a large number of guns into action, and firing each with 
the gTeatest accuracy attainable. The cami^aign allowance is calcu- 
lated to sufSce for a general action and the combats which usually 
precede it; and, under ordinary circumstances, an oflicer who expends 
all his ammunition in a few hours i-enders himself liable to the vsuspicion 
that his reckless expenditure was ])ronipted by a desire to quit the 
field. In future, batteries will not he jiermitted to leave their positions 
under this plea. The guns and cannoneers will remain on the ground 
until ammunition is furnished them. As soon as one caisson from each 
section has been emptied tlie empty caissons will be sent to the rear, 
under charge of a non-commissioned oflicer, to replenish at the ammu- 
nition train. At a time when all the resources of the country are taxed 
to the utmost to provide the army and navy with munitions of war, 
the non-eflective exjienditure of ammunition, in addition to other evils, 
diminishes greatly the efficiency of fire to which the artillery might 
attain ; for the consequent excessive demand gives us, in many instances, 
imperfectly made and hastily inspected projectiles, instead of carefully 
manufactured and approved ones. 

5. The custom which obtains in some batteries of bringing from the 
ammunition-chests a number of rounds and placing them near the gun 
on the ground is a bad one, and is positively prohibited. It not only 
leads to too rapid firing, but in case of a sudden movement of the 
battery this ammunition is apt to be left on the ground, as it requires 
time properly to repack it. 

6. Opening fire: That the enemy is within range is not a sufficient 
reason for firing upon him. The fire is not to be (*ommenced until the 
enemy is within effective range — ^that is, so near that at least one-quarter 
of the shots are hits. Firing at too great a distance wastes ammunition 
which will be wanted at the critical moments of the battle, and embold- 
ens the enemy’s troops by giving them a contemptuous idea of the 
effects of our fire. Frederick the Great, in his instructions on this 
subject, says: 

It sometimes happens that the general in command, or some other general, is him- 
self forgetfnl, and orders the fire to he opened too soon, without considering what 
injurious consequences may result from it. In such a case the artillery officer must 
eertainly obey, hut he should fire as slowly as possible and point the pieces with the 
utmost accuracy, in order that his shots may not he thrown away. Such a fire is 
only pardonable when the general wishes to attract the enemy's attention to one 
point so as to make movements in another. 

But in such a case as this the object of the fire should be explained 
to the artillery officer. Accuracy of fire is of more importance than 
quickness. The fire should be slow while the euemy is at a distance, is 
to be quicker as the distance diminishes, and is to become rapid when 
canister shot is being fired at effective ranges. There are moments in 
which wo should not fire, or only very slowly, and others of a critical 
nature in which there should be no question of saving of ammunition; 
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but the latter are only of short duration and do not lead to a lavisli 
expenditure, while the inedicient constant lire at lon^? ranges always 
has that efteet A careful record will be kept of the amount and kinds 
of ammunition used. 

7. After an engagement the commander of each battery must use all 
diligence in putting it into a condition to march and to tight. He will 
replace disabled horses, fill ui) his ammunition chestvs, make whatever 
repairs his means will permit, and, if necessary, reassign officers and 
men, so as to be ready for service at tlie earliest possible moment. 
This will be done before he sleeps. He will also present to the com- 
mander of the artillery brigade to which he belongs a field return, 
showing the number of effective officers and men, of guns, caissons, and 
horses, the amount of ammunition exiiended, and vhat he has on hand 
after replenishing his chests. The field return will give the names of 
officers killed and disabled, and those for duty, and vill be made each 
night of a battle lasting more than one day. The field returns of bat- 
teries will be at once consolidated by the commander of the brigade, 
who will use all the means at his disposal to complete the batteries for 
service. He will note his action on the consolidated returns and trans- 
mit them to the chief of artillery of the army for his information, and to 
enable him to pro^nde at once for all deficiencies. When a general 
action is fought the batteries should be refitt(Hl and ready to take the 
field at dawn of the ensuing day, even with a reduced number of guns. 

8. As soon after the action as possible a general return of the losses 
of men and material, and a separate report of the fight, will be ]>resented 
to the commanders of artillery brigades for transmittal to the chief of 
artillery. The return should contain a specification of the men and 
horses killed and disabled, giving the names of the killed and wounded 
officers and men and dates of death ; of whatever has been made unserv- 
iceable or has been injured; of whatever has been expended, lost, or 
damaged, distinguishing what has fallen into the hands of the enemy; 
and, under the head of remarks, should call attention to all defects of 
material and of ammunition noticed, and should suggest propei remedies. 
The report, which is in addition to that required by the commander of 
the troops with which it serves, should briefiy describe the participation 
of the battery in the engagement, as far as may be necessary for under- 
standing the part taken by it; the special instructions communicated; 
its position, with a statement of the neighboring troops; the nature of 
the enemy^s troops against which its &e was directed ; the distances 
of fire; the kind of projectiles used; the effect remarked; the reasons 
why positions were changed; the behavior of the men, and, without 
regard to rank, who distinguished himself; and, lastly, all important 
circumstances observed in its neighborhood. If sections or half bat- 
teries were detached, it is to be specified by whose order and for what 
purpose they were so detached. Separate reports should be prepared 
by the commanders of pieces so detached. They are to be annexed, in 
original, to the narrative of the commander of the battery. 

9. When more than one battery is engaged, the brigade commander 
should also forward a general account of the operations of the artillery, 
mentioniag specially those who distinguished themselves. He will 
also consolidate and tabulate the returns of losses of men and material 
of his corps. 

10. Commanders of each brigade of artillery will see that the inspec- 
tions prescribed by the General Regulations, paragraph 104, are regu- 
larly made. He will himself inspect each battery once in each month, 
and make a report of the inspection in the prescribed printed form to 



Chap. LIT.] COBRESPONBEKCE, ETG.^ — UKIOK. 581 

the chief of ai'tillery of the array. Tlie iuspection will be made as early 
iu the month as practicable, and will extend to all the i^oints embraced 
in the forms, in which all blanks will be properly lilled. This inspec- 
tion report wdll accompany the moiithly return. 

11. A monthly return of each battery, according to the form furnished 
from this office, will be made on the first of each month to the brigade 
commander. The returns of each corps will be consolidated, and the 
consolidated return sent to the office of the chief of artillery. Should 
any battery be deta(*hed, so that its i‘eturns are not received within 
three days by the brigade commander, he will enter its name with the 
reasons lor its absence in the column of remarks, and forward the con- 
solidated returns by the third of the month at latest. As soon as the 
return is received from the absent battery, it will be forwarded to the 
office of the chief of artillery, entered on the consolidated return, and 
returned to the cojnmaudant. Requisitions for liorses and ordnance 
stores will also be transmitted with the monthly return. Except in 
cases of exigency, such requisitions will be sent in at no other time. 

12. Oommandants ot artillery will watch over and check the extrava- 
gant expenditure of ordnance stores, and take the necessary measures 
to cause instructions to be given regularly to officers and non-com- 
missioned officers in all their dutiCwS. A regular course of instruction 
for officers and non-commissioned tifficers will be established whilst in 
winter quarters. These recitations will embrace the tactics, orders, 
&c., in force, and also the subject of ammunition, its description, and 
mode of i)reparation. Special attention should be called to the study 
of Articles IV and V of the Instructions for Field Artillery. 

13. On marches no supplies or baggage whatever, except the knap- 
sacks of cannoneers, articles authorized by regulations, and, when cir- 
cumstances absolutely require it, two dayjs’ forage of grain and hay 
(twisted) will be allowed on artillery carriages, nor will any article be 
placed on the spare wheels. Brigade commanders will be responsible 
for the enforcement of this order, and will in their respective commands 
cause all articles placed on artillery carriages, contrary to this order, 
to be thrown off. 

14. On level, good roads, when it will not add sensibly to the labor 
of the horses, a portion of the cannoneers, not to exceed tw^o to the 
piece and four to the caisson, may be allowed to ride, but no man shall 
be allowed to ride longer than half an hour at a time. If the roads are 
bad or pass over rolling ground no one shall, under any circumstances, 
be allowed to mount the chests, except the artificers who work in camp, 
for whom the limber-chests of the forge and battery wagon are reserved. 
Cannoneers may from time to time change places with the drivers. The 
sick, unable to march, must be carried in ambulances, or as may be 
otherwise provided. The chests will be mounted only by order of the 
commander of the battery, or by his authority delegated to chiefs of 
sections. On approaching a hill the men so mounted will, without 
waiting for orders, dismount. On the mai'ch batteries will never stop 
to water. It delays the column behind them. The cannoneers wiU 
remain near their pieces, and when an obstacle presents itself wiU be 
called to the front at once to remove it, fill up mud holes, repair 
bridges, 4&c. An officer, or intelligent non-commissioned officer, should 
always precede the column so far as to enable him to return and notify 
the commandant of any obstructions. When it is x)robable that there 
wiU be a delay of ten minutes or more the drivers should be dismounted 
and the pole props let down. When, fvom any cause, a carriage on the 
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marcli is unable to proceed it 'srill immediately be drawn out of tbe 
column, and tbe carriages behind it will pass and close up, so as not to 
delay tbe movement of tbe troops. 

15. When not on tbe march, and battery drills are not practicable, 
the battery horses will, when tbe weather permits, be exercised daily. 

Bv command of Brigadier-General Hunt : 

JKO. hr. OEAIG, 
Assistant Adjutant-Q-eneral, 


[InclosnrG No. 3.] 

G-eneeal Ordees, I Arty. Hdqrs., Army op the Potomac, 

JnTo. 5. ] April 11, 1864, 

1. For tlie campaign, the knapsack carried on the ammunition chest 
will not contain more than the following-named articles: One-half 
shelter-tent, one wool blanket, one poncho, one jacket or blouse, one 
pair drawers, two pair stockings, two shirts, one pair trousers. The 
excess of the kits over these articles will be carried by the owner, and 
the amount of clothing to be packed in the knapsacks may be reduced 
at the discretion of the brigade commander. The great coat will be 
carried Ly the owner. 

2. Haversacks and canteens will not be carried on the carriages,* 
they must be carried by the men. 

3. Not more than four knapsacks will be transported on the gun 
carriage, battery wagon and forge, and not more than eight on the 
caisson. The excess of the number of knapsacks must be carried by 
the men, or their transportation otherwise provided for. 

4. The knapsacks and paulins must be so packed and arranged as 
to offer no impediment to the service of the guns, or to the prompt 
imocurement of ammunition. 

5. The gunner and chief of caisson will, under direction of the chief 
of the piece, be rcvsponsible for the proper loading of these articles on 
their respective carriages, and that no more than the number allowed 
are carried. The excess will be thi’own off* on the road, the knapsacks 
of the gunner and chief of caivsson being the first to be thrown away. 

0. In packing the limbers the knapsacks must be packed as closely 
as possible to the chests, so as not to throw the weight on the pole. 

7. The loading of the forage wagons, of w^hich three are allowed to 
each battery, must be strictly attended to, and the battery commanders 
and brigade quartermasters will each, when the wagons are under his 
charge, be resi)onsible that these wagons ai'C loaded with forage exclu- 
sively. 

8. The full weight of forage must be secured, as the campaign allow- 
ance of ten pounds a day is the minimum on wdiich a horse can do 
his work. The minimum load to start with is 2,700 x)ounds of grain, 
being six days’ supply for the wagon teams and two days’ supx^ly for " 
the battery horses. If the roads ai*e good, this load may be increased 
to 3,220 pounds, which will give seven days’ forage for the battery 
horses and forage wagon teams. The other ^vagons, ambulances, &c., 
carry the forage for their own teams. 

9. In drawing forage trom the depot, care must be taken that the full 
weight of grain is obtained. The quartermaster who receipts for the 
forage is responsible for this, and must take the necessary measures to 
secme the full amount he receipts for. If unable to get it, he will 
promptly report the cause to his commanding officer, and in time to 
rectify it. No subsequent excuse will be received. 
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10. In no case will any grain be carried on the artillery carriages 
until the forage wagons are loaded with seven days’ supply. When the 
wagons cannot carry this amount any forage on the artillery carriages 
would overload them. 

11. When a battery is separated from its brigade and wagons, one 
days’ forage may be carried on the carriages, viz, one bag on each car- 
riage, to be packed so as not to throw its weight on the pole. In feed- 
ing it out, the heaviest carriage to be first unloaded. 

11^. Forage wagons should not be sei)arated f¥om their batteries when 
it is possible to avoid it, except when the brigade marches together, 
when the wagons may be with the brigade train, but ready tfj be 
detached with their batteries at a moment’s warning. Should it be 
necessary to send the forage wagons to the rear, or leave them behind 
with the trains when the battericvs move, it will be so stated speciaUy 
in the order and instructions given for the supply of forage from day 
to day. As the packing of grain on horses injures the latter, one for- 
age wagon should, if posvsible, always accompany each battery. 

13. Great care must be taken in feeding. To feed from the ground 
occasions great waste, and the dirt eaten by the horses with it is inju- 
rious. In the absence of nose-bags horses must be fed from boxes, or 
cloths, or by hand. The grain left in the nose-bag or otherwise by 
the horse, must be collected and fed to him, if necessary, by hand. 

14. Battery commanders should frequently allow their batteries to 
pass them on the march, carefully inspecting the horses, carriages, and 
men. The same rule is applicable to chiefs of sections and of i)ieces in 
their respective commands, in order to enforce the observance of all 
orders. 

15. The drivers must not be allowed to lounge, to cross their legs 
over the horses’ necks, or to needlessly punish them. The cannoneers 
must be kept at tbeir j)osts or opposite them on the side of the road, 
and no straggling will be permitted. They are liable to be called on at 
any moment, either for servi(*e or to aid in getting the carriages 
through difficult places. 

16. Special attention is called to paragraph 13 and following of Gen- 
eral Orders, NTo. 2, of January 15, 1864, from these headquarters, respect- 
ing the loading of the artillery carriages and watering the horses on 
the march.* 

By command of Brigadier-General Hunt: 

JNO. K. CRAIG, 

A ssistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

August 29^ 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomae : 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket- 
line fcom the James River to the left of the Fifth Army Corps (War- 
ren). General Kautz reports one man of the First District of Columbia 
Cavalry slightly wounded and another captured, with horse and equip- 
ments, by guerrillas last night while on picket. The latter was patrol- 
ling. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GREGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 


See p. 581. 
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HE.iDQUARTEES TENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Aligiist j99j 1864. 


Colonel Shaffer, 

Chief of Staff: 

I wish to place two lOO-ponnder Parrotts in a battery on my right- 
Will yon ask Colonel Abbot if he can send them to me“^ They can come 
up by railroad and be hoisted into the work from the cars, where the 
13 inch mortar is. 


D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Beiershurg^ P«., August 29^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. F. McGilvery, 

Chief of Artillery : 

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that you open on 
the town of Petersburg all available guns from 7.30 to 9.30 this evening, 
concentrating the fire as much as possible. The 13-inch mortar will be 
fired upon court-house as rapidly as it can be handled. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeim^al. 


Special, Orders, > Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 109. ) Before Petersburg^ Va.^ August 29^ 1864. 

3. Maj. A. H. Stevens, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, with Com- 
panies I and K of that regiment, are hereby detailed for duty at these 
headquarters. Major Stevens will report with his command to the 
provost-marshal without delay. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral 


Special Oedees, ) Hbadquaetees Tenth Aemy Coeps, 

No. 110. ) Before Petershurg^ Ta., Atignst 29, 1864. 

******* 

2. Colonel Band, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, will have entire 
command of his troops within this corps. He will maintain the picket- 
line from the right of General Foster to Spring Hill. He will relieve 
all orderlies, as he deems best for the service, and supply the provost 
marshal with a lieutenant and twenty-five men for duty. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ V€(>.j August 29, 1861. 
The following disposition of the troops comprising this division is 
hereby made for the present. If found unequal it wiU be rectified as the 
natui'e of the ground will be learned. The First Brigade, Colonel Cur- 
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tis commanding, ^dll occupy the line irom tbe Appomattox to the City 
Point Eailroadj the Second Brigade, Colonel Barton, the line ii*om the 
City Point Eailroad connecting with Colonel Curtis’ line, the left resting 
about half way across the race-course ; the Third Brigade, Colonel Osborn 
commanding, from the left of Colonel Barton’s brigade, connecting on 
the left with the troops of Brigadier-General Birney’s di\ision. Brigade 
commanders will report tlie length of the line and the number of men 
in their front and the number of men in reserve. Each brigade will 
picket its own front and strengthen the works in such places as is 
necessary by additional abatis, earth-works, &c. If sand-bags are 
required the number necessary will be reported at once. Each brigade 
commander will be held responsible for the proper picketing and 
strengthening of the work on his front and for the defense of the line 
intrusted to his charge. The troops in the trenches will be relieved 
from the reserves as often as brigade commanders deem necessary. 

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster: 

P. A. DAYIS, 

Gaptam and Assistayit Adjutant-General. 


Special Orbees, 1 Hbqes. Licht Artillery Brioabe, 

> Tenth Army Corps, 

iNo. 15. ; Aiigust 29, 1864. 

In pursuance of orders from general headquarters, commanding offi- 
cers of rifled guns in position to reach the city of Petersburg will open 
Are upon a central part of the town at 8.15 or 8.30 o’clock this evening, 
and continue the fire for one and a half hours. The fire should be 
delivered with care and with a certainty of reaching the town. 

By command of F. McGilvery, colonel First Maine Light Artillery 
and chief of artillery: 

O. S. DEWEY, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamp. 


City Point, Ya., August 29, 1864. 

Maior-General Orb: 

If you can raise from 400 to 600 cavalry, send them under a good 
officer from Deep Bottom to sweep down the river to Wilson’s Wharf. 
From that point they can be ferried over the river and return by this 
side. There will be no necessity for them to take forage with them. 
The object in sending them is to catch up all the enemy’s scouts and 
parties that are said to be near the river with torpedoes ready to plant. 
I want them to destroy and use all forage and wheat stacks, but to 
keep out of houses. 

U. S. GEAITT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Hatcher’S, August 29, 1864— 2.50 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I cannot raise more than 200 men, and do not think it advisable to 
send that small [force] across the river, as the enemy’s pickets are re- 
ported to have been strengthened at Deep Bottom. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-General. 
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Hatcher'S, August ^0, 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I cannot raise more tlian 300 cavalry this evening by raking together 
all in this neighborhood. The best officer I have is Captain Allis, who 
does not know much about the country, but I will put him across the 
river if you say so. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major- General. 


City Point, August 1864—3 30p.m. 

(Eeceived 4 p. m.) 

General Ord, 

Eighteenth Army Corps: 

General Grant directs me to say that he thinks 300 cavalry will be 
sufficient for the purpose if it can get out from Deep Bottom, and that 
he thinks the infantry can enable it to get out. 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, op YiRaiNiA and North Carolina, 

Axigust 29^ 1864 — 3,35 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have 10 officers and 251 cavalry; about half the men scattered on 
orderly and other duties. General Birney reports over 600 cavalry. I 
have telegraphed hftn for 200. Probably he is away, or considers him- 
self not under my orders, as no answer has been received to my tele- 
gram. Is it worth while your ordering him to send me 200 cavalry*? 
They would arrive here some time to morrow a. m. I shall await your 
orders whether to send my 200 cavalry on the scout from Deep Bottom. 

E. O. C. OED, 

3Iajor-Ge7ie7*al, 


City Point, August 29^ 1864 — 3,45 p, m. 

General Ord: 

A force of 200 is not sufficient. Postpone the expedition until a 
larger force is available. 

By command : 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters EiaHTEENTH Army Corps, 

August 29, 1864, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

General Birney now reports that he has no cavalry mounted, except 
a small company that relieved my escort on the river as pickets and 
the usual provost guard and orderlies. He left the cavalry that was 
at Deep Bottom there, and all the rest is dismounted in trenches. 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General, 
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Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemt Ooeps, 

August 29, 1864 — 8.45 p. m. 

Colonel Bowees, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 


General Bimey ^slies to put 200-pounder Parrotts on tlie railroad 
■wLere the 13-inch mortar is. Shall I direct him to do so? 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement ] 

Respectfully referred to Major-General Meade, wlio "will give General 
Birney such orders as he may deem proper. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters EiaHTSENTH Army Corps, 

August 29 j 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

Can you send me 200 cavalry, under a first-rate field officer, for a 
special purpose? 

E. O. C. ORB, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

August 29^ 1864 — 3.15 p. m. 

General Ord : 

I have no cavalry mounted, except a small company that relieved 
your escort on the river and the usual provost guard and orderlies. I 
left the cavalry that was at Deep Bortom there. My cavalry are dis- 
mounted and in trenches. 

D. B. BIRljTEY, 

Major-General. 


Hatoher^S, August 29, 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

Major-General Oid wishes to know if you received his telegram in 
regard to the cavalry. He also directs that you relieve a detail of one 
lieutenant and thirty men of the Eighth Maine Yolunteers, now on duty 
with your artillery train, as soon as you can. 

THEO. READ, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August 29, 1864. 

Maj. Theodore Read, 

Eighteenth Army Corps : 

I answered General Ord that I had no mounted cavalry except order- 
lies and a small picket force on duty. I left 100 cavalry at Deep 
Bottom. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs. Dept, op Tirginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 29, 18Gi — 9.20 a. m. 

(Eeceiyed 10.10 a. m.) 

Major-General Orb, 

Headquarters Eighteenth Gorjgs : 

I think it would not be advisable to attempt to drive them from that 
position. General Paine has not enough troops to hold it permanently 
if he obtains it, and it is not of much importan(*e anyway. His defen- 
sive works call easily be held with his strength, but it might be fatal to 
attempt ohensive movement. 

Kespectfully, 

PETEE S. MICHIE, 

First Lieutenant, JJ. IS* Engineers* 


Headquarters Department, 
August 29, 1864. (Eeceived 11.25 a. m.) 

General Paine, 

Commanding, Beep Bottom : 

You need not drive the enemy from Ammon’s house. It is not of suf- 
ficient importance for you to give the enemy the defensive and take the 
offensive with your limited command. Besides it is too far from your 
line to hold it should you take it. Lieutenant Michie, engineer, will 
ride to your headquarters this p. m. to explain the ground around you. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

l7i the Field, Atigust 29, 1864 — 7.55 p. m. 

Major Bead, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, General OrWs Headquarters: 

The earth- work is distant at least two miles from battery at Crow’s 
Nest, and at least a mile and a quarter from the position at Dutch Gap. 
It can therefore do us no great injury. We cannot prevent its erection 
without occupying the ground ourselves, which would take a large 
force, say 2,000 men, ’to do. I believe that the enemy are simply making 
a strong defensive line of works on the ridge from Cox’s Ferry to Three- 
Mile Creek, which we occupied some two weeks ago and afterward 
abandoned. 

PETEE S. MICHIE, 

First Lieutenant, U. 8* Engineers. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 29, 1864. 

Colonel Abbot: 

A detail of 100 men has been ordered to report to you from Tenth 
Connecticut Volunteers. 

T. BEAD, 

Major, <&c. 
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Headquarters Eightebn-th Army Corps, 

August 29, 1864 — 4,80 j>. m. 

Captain Norton : 

Lieutenant Amsden reports tiie follomng : 


The enemy are building quite fi large earth- work directly northwest of this sta- 
tion and to the left and rear of Sailor’s Tavern, on the Cox’s Ferry road. The Hewlett 
house battery has just opened on the Water Battery. The battery reported last night 
has been annoying our working party at Dutch Gap to-day. 

THEO. P. PATTERSOJir, 

Mrst IAeutenan% Signal Corps, U. 8. Army. 


Headqitabtees Siege Train, 

August 29, 1864. 

Capt. T. Ebson, 

Ordnance Officer, Fort Monroe : 

Captain: On 23cl instant I sent you a requisition for 100 rounds 
for the 13-inch mortar. Please notify me if you will supply them with 
all convenient speed, as the supply on hand is getting low. Are the 
cartridges for the rifled guns (30-iiounder Parrott and4J-inch gun) made 
up at Fort Monroe ? If so, the men in charge should*be cautioned to 
use only good mortar powder and to he more careful in measuring it. 
As it is, the cartridges are part mortar powder, part cannon powder, 
and part a mixture of the two. I have been obliged to empty and refill 
them here. I would prefer to have them forwarded unfilled to having 
them in their present condition* 

Your obedient servant, 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding. 


Headquarters Oayalrt Division, 

August 29, 1864. 

Captain Weir: 

Captain: I have to report, for the information of the general com- 
manding the cavalry, that one man of the First District of Columbia Cav- 
alry was slightly wounded on picket last night, aud one pian, with horse 
and equipments, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry was captured 
whilst patroling. No other events reported. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUCTJSTV. KADTZ, 
Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding Division. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina, 

No. 124. ) Neio Berne, N". C., August 29, 1864. 

I. Fort Clark, at Hatteras Inlet, will be dismantled, and the arma- 
ment, ordnance stores, &c., transferred to Fort Hatteras. The com- 
manding officer at Fort Hatteras is charged with the execution of this 
order. 

m m m m m * 

By command of Brig. Gen. X. N. Palmer: 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs. Outposts, 132d Eeot. New York Infantry, 

Camp Glaassenj Batehelder\s Greelc^ If, C., August 29^ 1864. 
Brig. Gen. I. K PAXiiiER, Commanding : 

A refugee just came in reports that all available troops in this part 
of the State have been sent to the line of the Weldon railroad. The 
movements of the enemy’s scouts, I think, show this. A good time for 
a raid, 

G. H. HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding. 


Headquarters District of North Carolina, 

Kew Berne^ ¥. C., August 29 ^ 1864. 

Col. D. W. Wardrop, 

Commanding Sub-District of the Albemarle, Boanol'C Island: 

Colonel : The commanding general directs me to say to you that 
Captain Martin, chief mustering officer of this department, and Lieu- 
tenant King, chief engineer of this district, proceed to Eoanoke Island 
for the purpose of procuring all the colored laborers it is possible to 
get together for duty at Fort Monroe. The interest of the service re- 
quires that every such man that can be spared should go, and the com- 
manding general hopes you will give those officers every facility for xko- 
curing them. These laborers will receive ^^16 per month and their 
rations, and their families will be provided for during their absence. It 
may be necessary to stop the work on the fortifications at the island 
for "the present. It is more necessary that they should go to Fort Mon- 
roe than that the work with you should continue. If these men cannot 
be persuaded to go willingly they must go, and the steamer will bring 
them to Hatteras, where a steamer will be in readiness to take them to 
Fort Monroe. Please detail one of the officers of the Eighty-fifth New 
Y^ork Yolunteers, who is going on leave, to take charge of these men, 
turn them over at Fort Monroe, and take a receipt for them, the receipt 
to be sent here. 

Yery resi^ectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters District of North Carolina, 

Ifew Berne, N. G., August 29, 1864. 
Captain Josselyn, IT. S. Navy, Commanding Commodore Hull : 

Sir : General Palmer directs me to inform you that Lieutenant Ward, 
his aide-de-camp, goes to-morrow with the steamer EUa May, and about 
100 men, to Hyde County for the purpose of breaking up as far as 
possible the supply line of the enemy from that county out into further 
rebeldom. General Palmer desires very much to have you (if consistent 
with the duties of the Whitehead) direct the captain of that steamer 
to lay about in the Pungo region for a day or two, in order that he may, 
if necessary, render Lieutenant Ward assistance. There will be no 
necessity of aid on land, but it might possibly be well for Lieutenant 
Ward to be well backed on the water. If you can give Lieutenant W. 
this aid, the commanding general will be much obliged to you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. JTJDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 



Chap. LIY.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


591 


City Point, Ya., August 30^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Tour dispatch, was received.* The chief engineer of the railroad will 
report to Major Duane this morning, and will arrange all details for 
the prompt construction of the road. I have asked at Washington for 
an increased force of trackmen and mechanics and the necessary 
material. The expense will not finally amount to much, as we can save 
the material, and I trust the work can be performed certainly during 
September. 

EUFtJS lEGALLS, 

Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster. 


Headquarters Army of the Poto^viac, 
Department of Provost-Marshal-Generad, 

August 30^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of J8taff: 


General: Two deserters from Posey’s and Wright’s brigades, ot 
Mahone’s division, report that A. P. Hill’s corps is all in our front j 
Heth and Mahone occupy their old positions, and Wilcox occupies the 
extreme right of the line. They report no changes in i)osition since 
their troox)s returned from Kearns’ Station. They know nothing of a 
projected railroad from South Side to Weldon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTEE, 

Caj^tain^ {&c. 


[Indorsement.] 

Forward to General Meade at lieadquarters Second Corps. 

One of the men deserted from picket-line at dark last night 5 the other 
at 7 o’clock this morning. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and, Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

August 30y 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following telegram received from plank road station: 


8.30 A. M. 

All Enemy appears in stronger force than yesterday in front line of in- 

trenchments from the Gregory Chimneys to largo fort on onr left near Weir (undoubt- 
edly Weldon railroad). Also, eneniy^s camp in the woods in our inoonediate front is 
somewhat larger than it was last evening. 

H. W. FULTON. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FI8HBK, 

Major and Chief Signal Ojfcer^ Army of the Potomac. 


See Meade to Ingalls, 29th, p. 566. 
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Plank Road Sional Station, 

August SOj 1864, 

Maj. B. F. Fisheb: 

All quiet. The enemy have opened a signal station of observation in 
woods 00 degrees west of north from station. The station gives the 
enemy a view of nearly all the open country in our rear between this 
point and woods south of Fort Griffin. 

H. W. FULTOF, 

Sergeant, 


Axjg-DST 30, 1804 — ^0.20 a. in, 

Maj. B, F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer , Hdgrs, Army of the Potomac: 

A column of about 3,000 infantry and eighty pieces of artillery 
moved out of Petersburg toward the left. The caissons with the ar- 
tillery were packed with gi*ain. 

A. 0. JORDAN, 

Sergeant 


HdQRS. ARMV of the l^OTOMAO, SlHNAL J)El>A3iTMENT, 

August oOj 186 L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch received from the elordan house 
station : 

The oueiuy are constructing heavy earth-works at a point on loft hank ot‘ the Ap- 
pomattox north-north w(‘st iiom this station and nearly ()pposifc<‘ the Ruslnnoro 
honso. It will coinnuiud and eiililade the ravine in rear ot Battery No. 5 , where the 
13-inch mortar is located. 

T. R. CLARK. 

They, the enemy, have established a station of observation in rear of 
the Gregory Chimneys, which will command a view of the plain aroundthe 
Jones house and that between these headquaiters and the Avery house. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. fisher. 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


General Orders, ) War Dept., Ad.tt. General’s Opfkie, 

No. 249. ) Washington, August 30, 1861, 

Oapt. Ely S. Parker, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers, is 
announced as private secretary on the staff of Lieutenant-General 
Grant, with the rank of lieuteiiaut-coloiicl, vice W. R. Rowley, resigned. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TGWNSEND, 
Assistant JidjutantOeneral, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of tiijs Rotomao, 

No. 234, ) August 30, 1861, 

m xt * . # # * # 

C. In compliance with paragraph 12, ol* Special Or<lers, No. 282, of 
August 26, 1864, from the War Depai‘tinent, the organization known 
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as the Provisional Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, and now 
serving with the iJTinth Army Corps, will proceed, with as little delay 
as practicable, to report to the commanding general of the Eighteenth 
Army Corps. 

* * # # If # * 

By command of Major-G-eneral Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- GeyieraJ. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August SOj 1861, (Received 9.30 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

I do not think the large works on the plank road nearest the Chim- 
neys are as safe as they should be. The enemy’s pickets, being so very 
close there, afford unusual facilities to the enemy for attack. It seems 
to me a part of the reserves ought to be near these works. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 30, 1861 — 9,30 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams: 

I have to report that there has been no change in my command of 
importance during the last twenty-four hours. I liave this morning 
1,100 men on fatigue, of whom 500 are at work on the new redoubt at 
the Strong house. The jiicket-line near the Strong house was advanced 
about 400 yards to cover the working party, as the redoubt is being 
erected outside the present hue of intrenchments. 

WINE’D S. HAJSrCOCK, 

Major-General, 


General Hancock: 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

August 30, 1864 — 10.15 a, m. 


Your dispatch of this morning received. The commanding general 
directs me to say that the division near the Williams house may be estab- 
lished in the vicinity of the Jones house, or anywhere else on the plank 
road that will make it most available as a reserve in that part of the 
line. The division near the Avery house is required as support for the 
Tenth Corps as well as for the front of Mott’s division or iiart of it. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of /Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

August 30, 1864, 

General Humphreys: 

A deserter from Fiuegau^s brigade came in to-night and reports all 
(juiet in the enemy’s lines. He says his brigade, of Mahone’s division, 
were in the fight August 35. 

WINFD S. HANGOCl^, 

Major-General. 


38 R R— VOL XLII, PT IX 
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Headquabtebs Seooot Abmy Oobps, 

Angiist 30j 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Willi 

Assistant Adjutant- freneraJ^ Army of the Potomac: 

Genebal : I iKwe the lioiior to recommend tlie following officers for 
promotion, by brevet or otherwise: 

First. Brig. Gen. Frainds 0. Barlow — ^tbr highly meritorious and dis- 
tinguished conduct throughout the campaign, and particularly tor 
gallantry and good conduct while heading his division in the assault on 
the enemy’s works at Spotsylvania, May 12, 18C4: to date from May 
12, 1864. 

Second. Brig. Gen, 1). McM. Gregg — for highly meritorious and dis- 
tinguished conduct throughout the campaign, particularly for the 
reconnaissance on the Charles City road and at the battle of August 
25, at Reams’ Station, Ya.; the date of promotion to be fixed by the 
major-general cominanding the army, General Gregg having been 
under my command only teinporaiily. 

Third. Brig. Gen. K A. Miles — for highly meritorious and distin- 
guished conduct during the campaign, and iiarticularly for gallantry 
and meritorious service at the battle of August 25, 1864, at Reams’ Sta- 
tion, Ya. ; to date August 25, 1864. 

Fouith. Col. James A. Beaver, One hundred and forty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Yolunteers — for highly meritorious and distinguished conduct 
throughout the campaign, particularly for valuable services at Cold 
Harbor, Ya., while commanding a brigade; to date from June 3, 1864. 
This officer was wounded at Ohaucellorsville; again in the assault on 
the enemy’s works in front of Petersburg, June 16, and again at the 
battle of E<*ains’ Station, Ya., August 25, 1801, where he lost a leg. 

Fifth. Col. T. A. Smyth, First Delaware Yolunteers — for highly 
meritorious and distinguished conduct throughout the campaign, par- 
ticularly in the battle of the Wilderness and at Cold Harbor, Ya.; to 
date from June 3, 1864. 

Sixth. Col. H. L. Brown, One hundred and forty-fiftli Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers — ^for highly mevitoriouvS and distinguished conduct through- 
out the campaign, particularly for gallantry at Spotsylvania, May 12; 
to date May 12, 1864. This officer was wounded at first Fredericksburg 
and was twice wounded at Gettysburg. 

Seventh. Col. Thomas W. Egan, Fortieth Kew York Yolunteers — for 
highly meritorions and distinguished conduct throughout the campaign, 
particularly for gallantry ou the succeswsful assault of the enemy’s works 
at the North Anna, May 23, 1864; to date from May 23, 1864. This 
officer was wounded in an assault upon the enemy’s works in front of 
Petersburg, June 16, 1864. 

Eighth. Lieut. Ool. K. O, Broady, Sixty-first New York Yolunteers — 
for good conduct throughout the campaign, and particularly for dis- 
tinguished services at ReamvS^ Station, Ya., August 25, 1864, where he 
was wounded; to date August 25, 1864. This officer received the ap- 
pointment of <*olonel of the Sixty-first New York Volunteers, but has 
not been mustered in ou account of the lack of the necessary number 
of men in the regiment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 
Major-Qeneral of Volmteers^ Commanding, 
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Gbneeal Oedees, ) Hdqeh. Second Div., 2d Aemt Coeps, 

IS'o. 63. ) A%igust 30, 1864. 

The following-named regiments, having lost their regimental colors 
m action, are hereby deprived of the right to carry colors until by their 
conduct in battle they show themselves competent to protect "them : 
Mghth Kew York Heavy Artillery, One hundred and sistv-lburth New 
York Volunteers, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers The officers 
and men of the command should understand that their colors should 
be the last thing surrendered, and that in all well-regxilated military 
organizations it is considered a disgrace for a majority of the command 
to return from the field of battle without them. 

By command of Major-General Gibbon, commanding division: 

A. HENRY EMBLEE, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[I'lmt indorsement ] 

Headquaetees Second Division, Second Aemy Ooeps, 

Septemher 3, 1864, 

Respectfully forwarded, with the request that my action in this case 
may be approved by the higher authorities, my attention having been 
called since the publication of this order that there might be some 
doubt of my authority to deprive regiments of their flags. I believe 
that it is a long-established custom of the service. 

JOHN GIBBON, 

Jilajor-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division. 

[Second indoisement.] 

I think no regiment which has lost its colors should be permitted to 
carry others until by the decision of the commander of the army they 
had in action shown that they were able to preserve them; but I think 
the rule should be generally applicable to the whole service. I have 
no objection to the system being inaugurated now and applied to all 
regiments which have lost their colors. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

WINP’D S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General, Commanding, 

ClECULAE.] HDQES. AeTILLEEY BeIG-ADE, SECOND COEPS, 

Avgust 30, 1864. 

Battery commanders on the line are instructed to fire on the enemy’s 
working parties and reply to artillery fire on their line. 

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes. Second Beigade, Thied Division, Second Coeps, 

August 30, 1864. 

Lieut. J. H. Looetwood, . 

Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Corps : 
Leeutenanx : In compliance with instructions received last evening I 
have the honor to report that I have this morning advanced the left of 
my picket-line about 400 yards and now have it established, my left 
connecting with the Ninth Army Corps. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. R. PIERCE, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 
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Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

August 80, 1864 — 8,50 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 


I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front during yes- 
terday and through the night. No change in the enemy’s position was 
observed from our advanced signal station. There were 1,800 men from 
this corps at work yesterday upon the new redoubts on this line. 

G. K. WAREEN, 

Major- Genera I, Com mand Uig, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 30, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 send the following just received: 


August 30, 1864—12,30 p. m. 

Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Colonel: My division picket officer reports that a guard sent to a house states 
that the occupants say that IlilPs corps is camped about three miles to the west 
of us or to the left of our lines. 

CIIAS. GRIFFIN, 

Brigadier-General f Commanding Division. 


FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assist a 7it Adju ta nt- Oenen 1 1. 


[rnclorsenieut ] 


Forwarded to General Meade at lieadqnarters Second Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Hinth Army Corps, 

Angnst 30, 1864. — 5 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

Tlie pickets of tke center division of my line report that at 3 a. ra. 
trains, either artillery or wagons, were moving in their front toward 
the le/t; also that they heard the rebel reveille. 

JRO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 

(Same to Major-General Warren.) 


Headquarters Hinth Army Corps, 

Augmt 30, 1864 — i a. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

Pickets in my front report a heavy movement of artillery toward the 
enemy’s right. I will have the matter investigated in the morning and 
report particulars, if any. 

JHO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

August 30, 1864 — 12 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report all quiet along my immediate front during 
the past twenty-four hours. No picket-firing and no enemy in sight 
from the line of vedettes. The pickets in front of the center and left 
divisions report hearing the enemy moving ai’tilleiy or wagons during ^ 
the night to their right (our left). The line of parapet is being* 
strengthened and camp-grounds being policed and drained. A detail 
of 1,000 men was ordered to report this morning to the engineer officer 
at the Chimneys in front of my center. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 157. j Before Petersburg, Th., August 80, 1864. 

» -if -if ^ m # # 

3. In compliance with paragraph 6, Special Orders, No. 233, Army of 
the Potomac, under date of August 29, 1864, the following-named bat- 
teries are transferred to the Artillery Eeserve. The commanding 
officers will at once report to Lieut. Col. J. A. Monroe, chief of artillery, 
who will give them the necessary instructions as required in the above- 
mentioned order ; Start^s (Third Vermont), four 3-iuch guns 5 Thomas’ 
(Second Maine), four 3-iuch guns 5 Mayo’s (Third Maine), four 3-inch 
guns; Wright’s (Fourteenth Massachusetts), four 3-inch guns. 

# if * If * # # 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke: 

JNO. C. YOXJNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army op the Potomac, 

August so, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet along the cavalry line 
of pickets. Last night a rebel lieutenant approached a vedette on 
plank road; was fired upon and captured. He was sent to your head- 
quarters this morning. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


City Point, August 80, 1864, (Eecoived 10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord: 

To protect the navigation on the James Eiver I have determined to 
establish a garrison about the Berkeley house, on .the north bank. 
General Barnard selected the location to-day and has sent for your 
engineer officer to direct him as to the works to throw up. You will 
please furnish the garrison. Two <‘ompanies of infantry, a section of 
artillery, and one squad^^on of the First New York Mounted Eifles will 
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be sufiEicient. I tbink tbe artillery and infantry can be taken from tbe 
gamsons of Fort Powhatan and Wilson’s Wharf. General Marston, 
having but a small command at Wilson’s Wharf, should be assigned to 
the command of all troops on the river east of City Point and west of 
Fort Monroe, with headquarters at Wilson’s Wharf. 

U. S. GltAHT, 
Lieuteiiant-&eneral. 


Headquarters Biuhtbbnth Corps, 

Angiist 30, 1864 — 11.50 j). m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I will make the detail for garrison at the Berkeley house. The Hew 
York Mounted Eifles have re-enlisted, except about enough to take care 
of the horses of men on furlough. 1 have had to replace the two 
squadrons of it at Deep Bottom by a detail from my guard. The cav- 
alry guard to garrison the Berkeley house might be taken [from] General 
Birney’s or Kautz’s cavalry. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

Avgmt 30, 1864. 

Lieutenant Miohie, 

G-eneral Butler's Headquarters : 

General Ord will be directed to send a small garrison to the Berkeley 
Place, Hairison’h Lauding. A work will be erected under your charge, 
and if you will call upon General Barnard at these headquarters 
to-morrow morning he will give you its general character. 

0. B, COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Oamp. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

At(gust 30, 1864. 

Colonel Abbot: 

Have you any disposable 100-poundor Parrotts? How many? Gen- 
eral Birney wants two. Do you know of any i)ositions on his line 
where a lOO-iJOunder J’arrott would be worth more than a ilO-pounder? 
I go down to see this a. m. Please answer. 


H. 3. IIITHT, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Iiidoraonioni.] 


Answered in person before received. 


H. L. A[BBOTj. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
August 30, 1861 — 10 a. m. (Eeceived 11a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. S. Williams: 

During yesterday 1 had a fatigue detail day and night (COO men) on 
redoubt to left of Hare house. Sent a regiment to Wilson’s Wharf and 
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ojue to City Point for quartermaster’s and commissary details. Sharp 
artillery duel during the evening. Enemj developed more artillery 
than for some time past and have more mortars in position. Our fire 
"was chiefiy at railroad depot and the batteries and working parties 
erecting new workvS on ChewSterfield Heights. 1 have asked for two 
additional 13-iiich mortars and 200 pounder Parrotts, which would 
enable me to silence the batteries on Chesterfield Heights that almost 
take my line of battle in reverse. They could be brought to the 
position on the railroad and transported without difficulty. 

D. B. BUtNEY, 

Major- General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Bit., 10th Army Corps, 

INo. 1. ) Before Petershurgy Fa., August SOy 1864, 

The following-named officers are announced as composing the staft 
of this division, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly; Capt. 
H. L. Johnson, assistant Capt. A. T. Atwood, assist- 

ant quartermaster ; Capt. ii. Holmes, commissary of subsistence; Capt. 
Lewis L. Weld, [Seventh j U. S. Colored Troops, [acting] assistant 
inspector-general; First Lieut. M. V. B. Eichardson, assistant commis- 
sary of musters; First Lieut. E. W. Morey, Nfinth U. S. Colored Troops, 
acting aide-de-camp; Second Lieut. II. E. Biu‘ton, Thirty-fifth U. S. 
Colored Troops, aide-de-camp. 

By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney: 

[H. L. JOHIJSOl^,] 

Oaptaiih and As8ista7it Adjutant-General, 


Circular, ) Hdqrs. Third Btyision, Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 1. ) Before Petersburg, Va,, August 30, 1864, 

Until further orders the line held by this division will be apportioned 
to the brigades as follows: The First Brigade will hold two-thirds of 
the line, the right and left of which will be pointed out by a staff offi- 
cer from these headquarters. The Second Brigade and the Thirty- 
seventh New Jersey Volunteers will hold the remaining third ot the 
line, the New Jersey regiment holding it two days out of every six. 
The Tliirty-seventh New Jersey Volunteers will commence its tour of 
duty to-night, holding the line tor the next two days, with such portion 
of Colonel Holman’s command as may be required. 

V By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney: 

[H. L. JOHNSON,] 

Captain and Assista^it Adjuta^iPGeneral. 


Circular.] Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Bi the Field, Va,, Augtt^st 30, 1864, 

TTcreafter division commanders will not have their pickets posted 
until after dark, so that the numher maybe (concealed from the enemy, 
except in front of Brigadier-General Ames’ division, where they may 
be post^ at sunset. 

, By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord: 

' THEODOEE BEAD, / 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- GeneraL 
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Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

Li the Fields Fa., Augnst 30, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, 

Commanding First Division: 

Generax. : I am directed by Major-General Ord to inform yon that 
lie is going over to the Court of Inquiry at the Second Corps this morn- 
ing, and that should anything occur you will be in command. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODOBE BEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

A%igust 30, 1864. 

Captain Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Cavalry Division: 

Captain : I have to report all quiet on the picket-line. Considerable 
firing occurred along the left of the line between rebel scouts aiipar- 
ently and our vedettes. Nfo casualties are reported on either side. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District of NTorth Carolina, 

Uew Berne, N. C., August 30, 1864. 

Maj. H. T. Lawson, 

Chief Provost-Marshal, District of North Carolina : 

Major: The commanding general wishes yon to have immediately 
posted in Hew Berne and Beaufort posters to the following effect: 


HKADQUARTKItb DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

New Jimie, K, 6’., Aiiyuat 30, 18Gi. 

All able-todied colored men not now engaged in some regular permanent employ- 
ment will be given immediate work as laborers at the rate of $16 >)er month and 
one ration per day. All such will immediately report themselves to the provost- 
marshal. 

By command of Brigadi(‘r-Gonoral Pahner : 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Jsshtanl AdJuianUGeneral. 

I am, vei'y respecitfiiUy, yoTir obedient servant, 

J. A. JUDSOF, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Heajjquaetees Aemy op the Potomac, 

Avgust 31, 186-i — 11 a, m. 

Lieutenant-General Geant : 


There is nothing of importance to report this morning. The field- 
works on the left are being constructed as rapidly as possible. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Magor-Oeneral. 
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City Point, Ya., August 31^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade : 

As soon as it can be done I would like to have a column of cavalry, 
perhaps sui)ported by infantry would be well, thrown out west fi'om 
Warren’s position to cut off wagon trains carrying supplies into Peters- 
burg. It should be a rapid, sudden dash to gather up all the teams 
and straggling escorts they could find. 

U. S. GRANT, 

L I eutena nt- 0 eneral. 


City Point, Ya., August 31, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

I go this morning to Port Monroe. Expect to start back this even- 
ing. 


XT. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

August 31, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Three rebel deserters, two from Pinegan’s brigade, Ma- 
hone’s division, and one from Davis’ brigade, Heth’s division, just 
arrived here, and report that they left their picket-line last night. 
They report no changes in the enemy’s lines. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEB, 

Gajgtain, &c. 


Colonel Sharpe; 


Headquarters, 
August 31, 1864 — 10.45 p. m. 


Deserters from Twenty-fifth Virginia Battalion say that Field’s 
division went to Petersburg last Wednesday, with the exception of 
one brigade. Deserter from Second Maryland says seventy men for 
duty in the battalion. Lost 88 men in the assault on the Weldon road. 
Rci>ort no changes on our front. Refugees agree as to hard times in 
Richmond. Am on the lookout for the ones you wrote about. 

FRED. L. MANNING, 

* Lieutenant ana Aide-de-Gamp. 


Plank Road Sicnal Station, 

August 31, 1864 — 6.40 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 10 a. m. 180 men moved from the picket-line in our front, appeared 
on Weldon railroad, and disappeared west of large fort. The enemy 
arc very active in improving fortifications in our front and left. All 
quiet. 

H. W. PULTON, 

Se/rgeemt. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Aiigmt 31^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General S. Williams: 

There has been no change in my lines since last report except that 
General Gibbon’s division is now near the Ohieves house, one brigade 
being in support behind the advanced works on the plank road and two 
regiments supporting the battery on the plank road just in front of the 
large square redoubt. 

WIHFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-Qenerah 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Diy., Second Army Corps, 

No. 498. ) Aitgiist 31, 1604. 

* * * It * * * 

2. The Fourth Regiment New York Artillery is hereby temporarily 
assigned to the First Brigade of this division and will bo reported 
accordingly. 

By order of Brigadier-General Miles : 

WM. R. DRIVER, 
Assistant Adjiitani-Qeneral. 


Headquarters Fifth Army" Corps, 

Augxist 31, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing oi importance transpired in 
my front during yesterday and last night. Twenty-four hundred men 
were at work yesterday upon the new forts being constructed on this 
line. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 
August 31, 1864. (Received 1.45 p. m.) 

General Warren: 

There has been no firing on my front. How goes it with you now? 
Do you think it means anything more than to drive off the sigmal party 
or was it intended as an advance? 1 liave large details at work. 
From present appearance it is hardly necessary to relieve thqjn. 

JNO. G. PARKIil, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

August 31, 186 f. 

Major-General Parke: 

There has been no firing for an hour and a half. 1 don’t think it 
meant much this morning, and have not changed my working ])arties. 

G. K. 'WARREN, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Fifth Corps, 
Angxisi 31^ 1R64 — IIJO a. m, (Eeceived 12 ni.) 
General Crawford: 

The enemy have been pressing our picket line quite heavily at the 
white house on the railroad, and General Warren wishes you to be 
ready to be under arms at the shortest notice. 

w. A. eoebli:ng, 

Major and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Providence, August 31^ 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant: 

My leave of absence expires Friday next. Shall we await orders 
here? 

A. E. BUR^^SIDE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 31y 1864 — 9.30 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report quiet on my line during the last twenty- 
four hours. In front of the Third Division General Willcox^s scouts 
sent out report meeting the enemy’s x>ickets about one mile and a half 
in front of our line. Camp-fires and shelter-tents were seen by the 
party. The pickets in front of Second Division report chopping in 
their front and wagons moving during the night. The work on the 
redoubts is progressing well and the line being generally vStrengthened. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 31, 1864—11 a. m. 

General J. G. Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

I am directed by the commanding general to say that he is waiting 
for your views witli regard to the reorganization of the First, Second, 
and Third Divisions of your corps. His own idea is that in view of the 
rediKicd (condition of General White’s division it would be best to trans- 
ier the regiments now composing that division to the Second and Third 
DiviwSions. He desires to publish, as soon as practicable, an order 
reorganizing the Fifth and Ninth Corps. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Augxist 31, 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

In referimce to the reorganization of the First, Second, and Third 
Divisions of this corps, I agree with the major-general commanding 
that in view of the reduced condition of the First Division it would be 
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best to transfer these regiments of this division to the Seeond and 
Third Divisions. By the transfer of the Second Pennsylvania Pro- 
visional Artillery to the Eighteenth Corps this division is further 
reduced 284 muskets. Tliis leaves ten regiments in the division. The 
maximum number of muskets 340 and the minimum 40. These regi- 
ments, I think, should be so divided between the Second and Third 
Divisions as to equalize, as nearly as possible, the ehe(‘tive strength of 
the two divisions. There is one captain, assistant adjutant-general ; one 
majjor, assistant quartermaster 3 one surgeon, Volunteers, and three ca])- 
tailis, commissaries of subsistence. I am of opinion that these officers will 
all be required in the reorganization. Should there be any supernumer- 
aries, I will report it. The remaining staff officers are all acting and 
belong to the regiments of the division, excepting Lieut. E. P. Mc- 
Kibbin, Fourth U. S. Infantry, assistant commissary of musters, and 
he is absent wounded. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Augnst 31^ 1864. 

Major-General Parke: 

General Meade proposes to have a series of redoubts constructed 
from the bastion fort on the extreme left back toward the Williams 
house as soon as engineer officers can be had to superintend them. 
Had not work on the line you spoke of yesterday better be postponed 
for the present*? 

1^. MIOHLEE, 

Major of Engineers. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

August 31^ 1864 — 1^ m. 

Major Miohler, 

Engineers^ Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

Dispatch received. All right. Nothing extensive has been done on 
line spoken of yesterday. Ilow soon will you be able to ha^'e the line 
of infantry parapet staked out in the vicinity of the redoubt at the 
Chimneys^ I wish to put the men at work as soon as possible. Have 
you adopted any names or numbers for these works t If not, please do 
so, and thus save us a confusion of names, if not of tongues. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

31ajor- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

August 31j 1864. 

Major-General Parke: 

Have directed Lieutenant Benyaiird to mark out the infantry parapet 
to-day and report to you when it is laid out. Will see the general in 
regard to naming or numbering the different works. 

N. MIOHLEE, 

Major of Engineers^ TJ. 8. Army. 



Chap. LIV ] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC» UNION. 


605 


Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 31 j 1864. 

Capt. J. C. Younoman, Assistcmt Adjutant-General: 

Captain : I Lave tLe honor to report that scouting parties sent out 
to-day found the enemy’s pickets occupying light intrenchments in an 
open held, about three-quarters of a mile &om our own picket-line, in 
front of my left brigade. In front of my right brigade their vedettes 
were found about a quarter of a mile from oar own, with their main 
picket-line about 100 yards beyond. No firing occurred on either side. 
Copies of Special Orders, No. 32, headquarters Armies of the United 
States, were shown to the enemy’s vedettes and left within a short dis- 
tance of them in conspicuous places. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. F. HAETEANFT, 
Brigadier-G enter al^ Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Aiigust 31y 1864. 

Brigadier-General Potter, Commanding Second Division : 

General: The major-general commanding desires me to say that 
General Hartraiift will withdraw his left regiment (One hundred and 
seventy-ninth New York) for the purpose of occupying that part of the 
line left vacant by the removal of the Second Pennsylvania Provisional 
Heavy Artillery, and he desires you to extend your right so as to occupy 
the ground that will be left vacant by the withdrawal of the One 
hundred and seventy-ninth New York. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

August 31 J 1864. 

Captain Younoman, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain : I have the honor to report that my scouts yesterday met 
the enemy at about one mile and a half. A scouting party more to the 
right met their pickets on the further edge of the woods about one mile 
from our works. Camp-fires and shelter-tents were seen by the former 
party. I would respectfully suggest that the officer of the trenches 
straighten out the picket-line of the corps. 

Very respectfully, 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army of the Potomac, 

August 31y 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomae: 

General: I have the honor to report all quiet along the cavalry 
pi(*kets, save annoyance by small parties of guerrillas or scouts. Since 
last report the enemy’s vedettes have appeared on the plank road. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEBGG, 

Brigadier- Gener at of YoVmteers^ Gommandi/ng. 
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Headquarters Sec^ond Cavalry Division, 

Anguat 31j 186 J — 11 a, m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

General: In reply to your communication of lliis date Ihave the 
honor to report that my division can be concentrated at the Williams 
house in from three to four hours. General Xautz’s regiments are posted 
as follows: one at Syeanioie Church, one at Zion Cliurch, one on the 
Horfolk railroad, and one on the Lee’s ]\Iill road. The regiment at 
Syc'amore Church could not be gotten here in less than ten or twelve 
hours. Exclusive of this regiment, the others could be concentrated in 
eight hours. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedioiit servant, 

1). McM. (JEEGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding, 
The enemy have pickets on the plank road in front of mine. 


IlDQRs. Dept, op Virg-inia and North Carolina, 

In the Fields August 3f 1861, (Ivcceived G.15 p. m.) 

Major-General Barnard, 

City Pointy Va, : 

General Ord informs me that there will be but two companies of in- 
fantry (negroes), numbering in all about sixty men, to go to Harrison’s 
Landing. With this for(io it will be impossible to do any work, as it 
will all be required for guard duty. The wharf will have to bo repaired 
before the artillery and cavalry can land. I send down some engineers 
to-morrow early to repair wharf and erect the wo3‘ks. 

PETEK S. MICniE, 

First Lieut, ^ U, S, FngineerSj and Acting Chief Engineer of Pept, 


Hdqrs, Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Signal Officer, 

August Bf 1864, 

Major-General Ord: 

The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that ^^at 7.45 a. m. a train 
of eight cars heavily loaded with troops passed the Junction toward 
Petersburg.^’ 

L. B. NORTON, 

Captain and Chief /Signal Officer^ Department of Va, and W. G, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. 0., 

No. 239. ) In the Field, Va,, August 31, 1864, 

# # # « # # 

XL Brig. Gen. Gilman Marston, XT. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 
to the command of all the U. S. troops on the James River, east of City 
Point and west of Fort Monroe. He will establish his headquarters 
at Wilson’s WharL 
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XII, Brig. Gen. G. Marston will detail one section of artillery and 
two companies of infantry from the garrisons at Fort Powhatan and 
Wilson^s Wharf, to establish a garrison at the Berkeley house on the 
north bank of the James. 

XIII. In accordance with instructions received from the lieutenant- 
general commanding the Armies of the United States, Major-General 
Biriiey, commanding Tenth Corps, will detail and send to Bermuda 
Hundred, early to-morrow morning (1st proximo), a squadron of cav- 
alry, for transportation to the Berkeley house, at Harrison’s Landing. 

=«•**#* ♦ 

By command of Major-General Ord: 

E. S. DAYIS, 
Assiiitant AdjutanPOeneraL 


Headquarters Siege Train, 
Broadway Landing^ Fa., Axtgust 31^ 1861. 

Brig, Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery* Army of the Potomac: 

General : The following is a list of the companies of my regiment 
now on duty in the Petersburg lines, with their guns, &c. : Company 
A (fourteen-gun battery), Taylor’s house, two 4 J- inch guns, four lO-inch 
mortars; Company I),near Hare’s house, four "S-inch mortars, five Coe- 
horns; Company G, between Hare’s house and railroad (Suttblk), two 
8'iuch mortars, eleven Coehorns; half of Company I, near Spring Hill 
(reserve), two 20-pounder Parrotts; half of Company I, near Jordan’s 
nouse, one 13-inch mortar; half of Company F, near Jordan’s house, 
three 30-pounder Parrotts; half of Company F, extreme light of line, 
four 8-inch mortars; Company M, near Avery’s house, four IJ-inch 
guns ; total, forty- two. 

Your obedient servant, 

HEXEY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

August Slj 1864. 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Deserters in this morning say that Hetli’s division, which has been 
in reserve since the railroad fight, came into the trenches on my left 
last night The deserters were from Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division. 

D. B. BIEXEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Atigust 3f 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant AdjntanPGetieral : 

There is nothing of importance to report on my hne. Shelling the 
town has compelled the enemy to stop the incessant musketry on my 



608 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. 0. 


[Chap. LIV. 


lino. Everything now is comparatively quiet. The enemy are digging 
at several points. I have 000 men on fatigue details under C'aikaiii 
Gillespie. 

D. B. BIUNKY, 

Major-GcneraL 


Spiqoial Orders,) Headquartkus Tenth Army (Jorps, 

NTo. 113. ) Before Petershvrg^ Va,, Augmt 81^ /«S‘67. 

# » X # # X- X- 

8. Capt. H. L, Johnson, assistant adjiitaut‘g(meral of volunteers, will 
report in person to Brig. Gen. A, TI. Terry, commanding First Division, 
for assignment to duty with one of the brigades of his division. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Ansisfant Adjutant-OeneraL 


Hdqrs. First Brig-., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Vil, Augxist 81, JSOL 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain: In pursuance with instructions from division headquar- 
ters, dated 30th instant, L have the honor to make the following report 
of my command during the last twenty-four hours : No offensive demon- 
strations have been made from my front; but f(‘w artillery shots have 
been exchanged. No change in the position ol* the troops under my 
command except the change of camp of the Eighty-lifth Eegimont 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, in a<i(*ordance with the directions of the 
brigadier-general (joinmanding division. With regard to the intrench- 
ments I sent out s<wenty-five sand-bags and the proper number of 
shovels for the construction of new and additional loop-holes for look- 
out, the enemy having awS<*ortained the i)ositiou of those already con- 
structed and firing into them constantly. The officer commanding the 
trenches reported yesterday at 5 ]). m. : 

The enoiuy arc at work at and in rc4ir of ili(» fort which was ])lown n]> by tia; also 
arc strengthening their linew on and no.ir tho ravine. About three ininiiteV time w.m 
taken to-day in exchanging papers, when they again eoimn<m(‘od firing. 

I would K'spectfully awk wliether tlio OKcluiiigo of papei'K is author- 
ized. Yesterday was remarkably quiet except a f(‘,w shots from the 
eueiuy. Tho officer of tlie trenches I'eports this morning: 

The enemy ko])t xi]> quite a neverc fire during the ni^ht and have been at work 
fltreugthoniug the works on their line in front of tbi« b’^igad.e line. I received 
soventy-fivo bags and ten shovels last night and have inl loop-holes as far 

as they went, and have done other work in repairing. Had two men of the Hixty- 
soventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry wound<‘d by tho enemy <luring the night. 
One man was wounded in the jSixty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infanti'y yeslerday. 

I have the honor to be, cax)tain, your obedient servant, 

JOHIIUA B. HOWELL, 

Colonel Eighty-fifth Penmylmnia Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade. 
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IIdqrs. Second BRia., Second Diy., 10 th Army Corps, 

JS^ectr Petersburg^ Va.^ August 31^ 1864. 

apt P. A. Dayis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: I liave the honor to report that nothing of special interest 
as occurred on the line held by niy troops during the past twenty- 
)ur hours. The changes in position indicated in the circular of yes- 
erday trom division headquarters were made last evening, and meas- 
res have been taken to carry out fully and immediately the provisions 
f the cir(*ular of 28th instant from corps headquarters. 

Very respecthiUy, your obedient servant, 

W. B. BAETOIST, 

Colonel Forty-eighth New YorTc VoUinteers^ Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August jy, 1861. 

iMajor I)AYis, 

Assistayit Adjutant- General : 

General Ord directs you to send orders to Major-General Birney that 
by direction of General Grant he wishes him to send early to-morrow 
morning a squadron of his cavalry to Bermuda for transportation to 
the Berkeley house, at HaiTison’s Landing. 

’ THEO. BEAD, 

Asuistant Adjutant- General. 


riEADQtTABTERa ElGnTEENTH AEMY CORPS, 

August 31, 1861. 


Major Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Soncl to til© coinmaiudiug officer ait Wilson’s Wliarf and tell Mm to 
send two companies of infantry to Harrison’s Landing early to-morrow 
a. m. to take possession there. The engineer officer will be there with 
a company of engineers to throw up a cover for them. There is no 
enemy in that neighborhood, and they can laud without opposition. 
Ascertain whether there is a boat at Wilson’s W^harf; if not, notify 


me so I can order one. 


B. O. 0. OBD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

August 31, 1864. 

Major Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General ; 

General Ord wishes to see General Marston at these headquarters. 

THEO. xCEAJL/, 

■ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


39 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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Headquarters Oayalry Division^ 

August 31^ 1864, 

Captain Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Cavalry Diinsion: 

Captain : I Rave to report tliat a force of ten or twelve of the enemy 
attacked the picket-line, near the Blackwater, of the Eleventh Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, but were easily driven off. They wei‘e dismounted 
and seemed to desire to break through the picket-line. They have not 
been heard of since. Eebel scouts were seen at other points along the 
line, but they made no attack; otherwise, everything is quiet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUIST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General, Cnnnnaading. 


IIdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

August 31, 1H64. 

Brig. Gen. G. Marston; 

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
inform you that, to protect the navigation on thcMames Eiver, the 
lieutenant-general commanding has determined to establish a garrison 
about the Berkeley house, on the north bank, to consist of two compa- 
nies of infantry, a section of artillery, and one S(iuadroii of cavalry. The 
artillery and infantry for this garrison will be selected by you from the 
garrison at Port Pocahontas and Wilson’s Wharf. You will render 
every facility to the engineer officer in charge and move the troops to 
the new garriwson as soon as the works are ready. 1 am farther 
instructed to inform you [thatyoti] have been placed in command of 
all the troops on the river east of City Point ami west of Port Monroe, 
with yoiu' headquarters at Wihson’s Wharf. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

R. S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- Gc7ieraL 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, August 31, 186L (Received 6,15 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. Marston, 

Wilson'^s Wharf: 

General Ord directs that you send two companies of infantry early 
to-morrow morning to Harrison’s Lauding to take i)ossession there. 
An engineer officer with a company of engineers will be there to throw 
up cover for you. There is no enemy there. Telegraph General Ord 
if you need any transportation. Please acknowledge receipt. 

R. S. DAVrS, 
Assistant Adjutant- QeneraU 


Headquarters District op North Carolina, 

New Berne, N. C., August 31, 1864, 

Oapt. William Holden, 

GM(f Quartermaster, District of North Carolina: 

Captain : The commanding general directs me to inform you that 
the negroes for Fort Monroe will commence collecting- tQ-d^y- Major 
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Lawson will send them all to you. The commanding general wishes you 
to designate some rendezvous for them, and have roUs prepared as fast 
as they report, informing them that their pay and rations will commence 
from that time. I will telegraph Captain Wheeler to send all those 
from Beaufort and Morehead to you. The commanding general hope^s 
that you will make such arrangements ai^ will insure the presence of all 
when the time comes for them to go. 

I am, colonel, very respectMly, your obedient servant, 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- GeyieraL 


{AUGrUST 31, 1864. — For the effective strength” of the Union forces 
operating against Eichmond, see Part I, p. 39.] 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj, Gen. George G. Meade, XJ. S» 
Army, commanding, f(yr the month of August, 1864. 
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General hoadquartors 

36 


30 

39 


Provost Guard (Patrick) 

51 

870 

1,353 

1, 935 


Engineer Brigade (Benham) 

41 

1,610 

2, 124 

2, 574 


Battalion U S. Engineers (Har-vsood) 

6 

200 * 

343 

405 


Artillery (Hunt) 

38 

1,210 

1,383 

1 675 

44 

(riiarda and orderlies (Ingalls) 

3 

80 

85 

90 


Signal Corps (Fisher) 

11 ! 

151 

183 

220 


SecOTut Army Corps (Hancock) 

721 

12,512 

19, 231 

45, 021 

45 

Fifth Army Corps (Warren) | 

675 i 

11, 658 

18,418 

33, £95 

54 

Ninth Army Corps (Parke) 

433 

10, 621 

15, 461 

33, 199 

26 

Second Oavaliy Division (Gregg) 

146 

3, 696 

6 237 

11 012 

4 

Total 

2, 161 

42, 707 

64, 856 

129,771 

173 


Organization of the Army of the Potomac^ commanded hy Maj, Gen. 
George G. Meade^ U. IS. Army, August 3f 1864. 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 

PROVOST GUAJID. 

Brig. Gen. Marsena R. Patrick. 

SOtli Now York (20th Militia), Col. Theodore B. Gates. 

68th Pennsylvania, Col. Andrew H. Tippin. 

114th Ponnsylvtiuia, Col. Charles H. T. Collis. 

1st Indiana Cavalry. Company K, Capt. Theodore Majtheny. 

1st Massaclmsctts Cavalry, Companies C and D, Capt. Charles F. Adams, jr. 

3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, Companies A, B, and M, Maj. James W. Walsh. 

VOLUNTEER ENGINEER BRIGADE. 

Brig. Gen. Henry W. Benham. 

15th New York (five companies), Maj. William A. Ketchum. 
i 50th New York, Col. William H. Pettes. ^ 

Commanding detachment at Washington, D. C., the remainder of regiment 
serving in the field under subordinate officers. 
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BATTALION U. S. ET^GINEEKS. 

Capt. Franklin Harwood. 

GUARDS AND ORDERLIES. 

Independent Comi)any Oneida (New York) Cavalry, Capt. Daniel P. Mann. 

SIGNAL CORPS. 

Maj. Benjamin F. Fisher. 

ARTILLERY. 

Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt. 

Artillery Parle. 

Capt. Calvin Siiaffek. 

Maine Light, 2d Battery (B), Lieut. Charles E. ^St^bl)s. 

Maine Light, 3d Battery (C), Capt. Ezekiel K.Mayo. 

Massachusetts Light, lUh Battery, Capt. Joseph W. B. Wright. 
Vermont Light, 3d Battery, Capt. Romeo H. Start. 

1st United S^tates, Batteries II and I, Lieut. Edwin L. Garvin. 

Sixth (U>rj)8 ArtiUcTif. 

Capt. William A. Harn. 

Maine Light, 4th Battery (D), Lieut. Charles W. White. 

Ist New Jersey Light, Battery A, Lieut. Augustin N. Parsons. 

New York Light, 3d Battery, Lieut, Alexander S. McLain. 

Ist Ohio Light, Battery H, Cajit. Stephen W. Dorsey. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery E, Capt. William B. Rhodes. 

5th United States, Battery K, Lieut. John R. BriuokhL 

1st Delaware Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Erasmus C. Dunning. 

SECOND ARMY (H)RPS. 

Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Nelson A. Milks. 

Fh'st Brigade. ConnoU dated Brigade. 

Col. Jambs C. Lynch. Lient. Col. William Wilson. 


28th Massachusetts, Capt. James Flein- 7th Now York (live companies), Capt. 

ing. ^ Jacob Scheu. 

26tb Michigan, Capt. Lucius H. Ives, 39th Now York (six companies), Capt. 
5th New Hampshire, Maj. James K. David A. Allen. 

Larkin. 52d Now York (six companies), Lieut. 

61fet New York, Lieut. CVd. K. Oscar John Bambach. 

Broa dy. 57th New York (eight companies), Li(‘ut, 

Slst Pennsylvania, Capt. Lawrence Mer- Martin V. B. Brower. 

cer. 63d New York (six companies), Capt. 

140th Pennsylvania, C a p t . • 1’ li o m a s Alexander Watts. 

Henry. 69tli New York (six companies), Lieut, 

183d Ponnsylvauia, Lieut. Col. George T. Murtha Murphy. 

Egbert. ' 88th New York (live companies), Capt. 

2d New York Heavy Artillery, Maj, John A. Desmond. 

George Hogg. Ulth New York, Capt. Edgar J, Hues- 

4th Now York Heavy Artillery, Capt. ton. 

John B. Vande Wiele. 126th New York, Lieut. Albert Reynolds. 

126th New York, Lient. John F. Ran- 
dolph. 

^ All organizations of artillery, excepting those entered under this head, will be 
found in the rosters of the commands with which they served. 
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Fourth Brigade. 

Liout. Col. William Glenny. 

64th New York, Capt. Horatio N. Hunt. 

66th New York, Lieut. Simon Pincus. 

53d Pennsylvania, Capt. Philip H. Schreyer. 

116th Pennsylvania, Capt. John R. Weltner. 

145th Pennsylvania, Capt. James H. Hamlin. 

148th Pennsylvania, Capt. James F. Weaver. 

7th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. Joseph M. Murphy. 

SECOND DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. John Gibbon. 

Provost Guard. 

2d Company Minnesota Sharx>shooters, Cajit. Mahlon Black. 
First Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Horace P. Rugg. 


19th Maine, Capt. Joseph W. Spaulding. 

19th IMassachusetts, ) t ;*--x /■i.-vi 

aOth MMsachnsetts; ] Edmnnd Eioe. 

7th Michigan. Lieut. Col. Samuel N. Smith. 

1st Minnesota (two companies), Capt. James C. Farwell. 

59th New York, Capt. George W. Ryerson. 

152d New York, Lieut. Col. George W. Thompson. 

184th Pennsylvania (seven companies), Maj. Charles Kleckner. 

36th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Clement E. Warner. 

1st Company Andrew (M<ass.) Sharpshooters, Capt. Isaac N. Mudgett. 


Second" Brigade. 

Col. Mathew Murphy. 

155th New York, Capt. Michael Doheny. 

164th New York, Capt. Robert JTeggart. 

170th New York, Col. James P. Mclvor. 

182d New York (69th New York National Guard Artillery), Capt. John Coonan. 
8th New York Heavy Artillery, Cajd. Joseph W. Holmes. 


Third Brigade. 

Col. Thomas A. Smyth. 

14th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Moore. 

1st Delaware, Lieut. Col. Daniel Woodall. 

2d Delaware (two companies), Cai)t. Philip Johnson. 

12th New Jersey, Capt. Daniel Dare. 

10th New York (six companies), Lieut. Col. George F. Hopper. 
108th New York, Lieut. Col. Francis E. Pierce. 

4th Ohio (four companies), Maj. Frank J. Spalter. 

69th Pennsylvania, Capt, Patrick S. Tinen. 

106th l^ennsylvauia (three companies), Lieut. John Irvin. 

7th West Virginia (four companies), Capt. Isaac B. Fisher. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Gersiiom Mott. 

First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. P. Regis db Trobriand. 

20th Indiana, Lieut. Col. George W. Meikel. 

17th Maine, Lieut. Col. Charles B. Merrill. 

40th New York, Capt. Madison M. Cannon. 

7M New York, Capt. Lawrence H. Thompson. 

86th New York, Lieut. Col. Jacob H. Lansing. 

124th New York, Lieut. Col. Charles H. Weygant. 

99th Pennsylvania, Col. Edwin R, Biles, 
noth Pennsylvania, Maj. Isaac T. Hamilton. 

2d U. S. Sharpshooters, Capt. Adolphus A. Guest. 

1st Maine Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Talbot, 
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Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gon. Bykon R. Piercb. 

5tli Michigan, Col. John Pulford. 

93d New York, Lieut. Col. Benjamin C. Butler. 

57th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William B. Neeper. 

84th Pennsylvania, Capt. John R. Ross. 

105th Pennsylvania, Capt. John C. Conser. 

141st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Casper W. Tyler. 

1st Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Maj. Nathaniel Shatswell. 

1st U, S. Sharpshooters (seven comp.anies), Capt. Henry C. Garrison. 

Third Brigade. 


Col. Robert McAllister. 

11th Massachusetts (seven companies), Maj. Charles C. Rivers. 
5th New Jersey (three companies), Capt. Thomas G. Morrow. 
6th New Jersey (three companies), Capt. Louis M. Morris. 

7th New Jersey, Capt. Thomas C. Thompson. 

8th New Jersey, Maj. Virgil M. Healy. 

11th New Jcrse^^ Lieut. Col. John Schoonover. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Maj. John G. Hazard. 

Maine Light, 6th Battery (F), Capt. Edwin B. Dow. 

Massachusetts Light, 10th Battery, Lieut. Henry II. Granger. 

New Hampshire Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Frederick M. Kdgoll. 

1st New Jersey Light, Battery B, Capt. A. Judsoii Clark. 

New Jersey Light, 3d Battery, Capt. Christian Woernor. 

1st New York Light, Battery G, Cax)t. Nelson Ames. 

4th New York Heavy, Battery D Capt. Derrick F. Ifamlink. 

4th New York Heavy, Battery L, Lieut. Frank Seymour. 

New York Light, 11th Bati(‘ry, Capt. John E. Burton. 

New York Light, 12th Battery, Lieut. George K. Danchy. 

1st Pennsylvania Light, Jtattery F, Capt. R. Bruce Ricketts. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Batteries A and B, Sergt. William D. Child, 
4th United States, Battery K, Lieut. John W. Ro(l(‘r. 

5th United States, Batteries C and I, Lieut. W. Butler Bock. 

FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 

Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren. 


BROVOST GUARD. 

2d Wisconsin (two companies), Lieut. Henry Naegely. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin. 


First Brigade. 


Second Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. William A. Throop. 

121st Pennsylvania, Capt. Nathaniel 
Lang. 

142d Pennsylvania, Maj . Horatio N. Wax*- 
ren. 

143d Pennsylvania, Capt. Chester K. 
Hughes. 

149th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John 
Irvin. 

150th Pennsylvania, Maj. George W. 
Jones. 

187th Pennsylvania, Capt. Joseph A. Ege. 


Col. Edgar M. Gregory, 

22d Massachusetts/ Mai. Mason W. 
Burt. . 

32d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. Cush- 
ing Edmands. 

Olst Pennsylvania, Capt. Eli G. Sellers. 

155th Pennsylvania, Col. Alfred L. Pear- 
son. 

21st Pennsylvania Cavalry (dismount- 
ed), Maj, Oliver B. Knowles. 


2d Company Massachusetts Sharpshooters attached. 
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Third Brigade. 

Col. James Gwyn. 

20tli Maine, Maj. Ellis Spear. 

18tli Massacliusetts, Capt. Luther S. Bent. 

1st Michigan, Maj. George C. Ilopper. 

•16th Michigan, Col. Norval E. Welch. 

44th Now York, Lieut. Col. Freeman Conner. 

83d Pennsylvania, Capt. Amos M. Judson. 

118th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry O’Neill. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. ROxMeyn B. Ayees. 

First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Col. Charles P. Stone. Col. Samuel A. Graham. 

5th New Y^ork, Col. Frederick Win- 1st Maryland, Lieut. Col. John W. Wil- 
throp. son . 

UOtli New York, Lieut. Col, Elwell S. 4th Maryland, Lieut. Col. Gregory Bar- 
Otis. rett, ]y. 

146th New York, Maj. James Grindlay. 7th Maryland, Maj. Edward M. Mohley. 
10th United States (three companies), 8th Maryland (seven (*oinpanics), Lieut. 

Lieut. Adolph Luning. Col. John G. Johann(‘8. 

11th United States (six companies), Purnell (Maryland) Legion, Maj. Robert 
Capt. William G. Edgerton. G. liing. 

12th United States, Capt. Philip W. Stan- 
hope. 

14th United States, Capt. Charles IT. In- 
graham. 

17th United States, Capt. John P. Wales. 

15th New York Heavy Artillery, Lieut. 

Col. Michacd Wiedrich. ‘ 

Third Brigade. 

Col. J. William Hofmann. 

3d‘ Delaware, Capt. James E. Baily. 

4th Delaware, Maj. Moses B. Gist. 

76th New York (seven companies), Lieut. Col. John E. Coak. 

95th New Y'ork, Lieut. Col. James Creney. 

147th New York, Lieut. Col. George Harney. 

56th Pennsylvania, Maj. John T. Jack. 

157th Pennsylvania (four companies), Capt. Thomas E. Carter. 

THIRD division. 

Brig. Gen. Samuel W. Crawford. 

Fb'st Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Col. Thomas F. McCoy. Brig. Con. Henry Baxter. 

16th Maine, Col. Charles W, Tilden. 04th New Y'ork, Maj. John McMahon. 
39th Massachusetts, Capt. Georgo S. Nel- 97th New York, Col. Charles Wheelock. 

son. 11th Pennsylvania, Capt. Benjamin F. 

104th New Y^ork, Capt. W illiam W. Gra- Haines. 

ham. 88th Pennsylvania, Capt. Edmund Y. Pat- 

90th Pennsylvania, Capt. YYilliam P. tersou. 

Davis. 

107th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry J. 

Sheafer. 

190th Pennsylvania, Capt. Neri B. Kin- 
sey. 

191st Pennsylvania, Capt. Richard M. 

Birkman. 

•^Brady’s and Jardine’s eomxnniies Micdiigau Sharpshooters attached. 
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2'Mrd Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Edward S. Bragg. 

Tth Indiana, Maj. Merit C. Welsli. 

19tli Indiana, Maj, William Orr. 

24tli Michigan, Lieut. Col. Albert M. Edwards, 
bth Wisconsin, Capt. Thomas Kerr. 

7th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Max'k Fiunicum. 

1st Battalion New York Sharpshooteis (three companies). 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 

Col. Charles S. Wainwrigiit. 

Massachusetts Light, 3<l Battery (C), Lieut. Aaron P. Walcott. 
MAssachusetts Light, 5th Battery (E), Lieut. Joseph E. Spear. 
Massachusetts Light, 9th Battery, Lieut. Richard fcJ. Milton. 

1st New York Light, Battery B, Lieut. Robert E. liogers. 

1st New York Light, Battery C, Capt. Alinont Barnes. 

1st New York Light, Battery D, Lieut. Lester 1. Richardsou. 
let New Y'ork Light, Battery E, Capt. Angell Matthewson. 

1st New York Light, Battery H, Capt. Cluirles E. Mink. 

1st New York Light, Battery L, Lieut. Charles L. Anderson. 
New York Light, 15th Battery, Capt. Patrick Hart, 
let Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Lieut. William C. Miller. 
4th United States, Battery B, Lieut. James Stewart. 

5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. William E. Van Reed. 

NINTH ARMY CORPS. 

Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, 

ESCORT. 

3d New Jersey Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. John S. Hough. 


PROVOST GUARD. 

8th United States, Lieut. Hanson E. Weaver. 


FIRST DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen, John F. Hartranpt. 


First Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Joseph II. Barnes. 

21st Massachusetts (three companies), 
Capt. Orange S. Sampson. 

29th Massachusetts, Capt. Willard D. 
Tripp. 

35th Massachusetts, Lieut. George M. 
Farrington. 

56th Massachusetts, Capt. Abijah 
Hollis. 

57th Massachusetts, Lieut. Albert Doty. 
59th Massachusetts, Maj. Joseph Col- 
burn. 

100th Pennsylvania, Capt. Joseph H. 
Pentecost. 


(Second Brigade, 

Lieut. Col. Gilbert P. Robinson. 

3d Maryland (four companies), Capt. 
David J. Weaver. 

179th New York (H(wen companies), Lieut. 

Col. Franklin B. Doty. 

14th Now York Heavy Artillery, Maj, 
George M. Randall. 
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feJfiCONl) DnifelON. 

Brig. Gen. Robert B. PoTTiai. 


First Brigade, 

Col. John I. Curtin. 

3Cth Massacliusetls, Lieut. Col. William 
E. Draper. 

58t]i Massacliusetts; Maj. Everett S. Hor- 
ton. 

Slttt New Yorlx, Capt. George W. Wliit- 
man. 

45tli Pennsylvania, Capt. Tlioodore 
Gr(‘g4». 

48tli Pennsylvania, Mai. Oliver C. BosLv- 
sboll. 

4tli Rhode Island, Capt. Waller A. Read. 


Second Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Simon (L Griffin. 

31st Maine, Capt. James Dean. 

32d Maine, Capt. Josiah N. Jones. 

2d Maryland, Capt. Benjamin E. Tay- 
lor. 

6th New Hampshire, Capt. Samuel G. 
Goodwin. 

9th New Hampshire, Cai)t. John B. 
Cooper. 

11th New Hampshire, Capt. Arthur C. 
Locke. 

17th Vermont, Capt. Henry A. Eaton. 

2d New York Mounted Rifles, Maj. 
William H. Mapes. 


Acting Bngine&^s, 

7th Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Percy Daniels. 
THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox. 


First Brigade, 

Col, BENJAMiaX C. Christ. 

81 h Michigan. Ca])t. John S. Fr<‘oman. 
27th Mieliij'.ni.’' Capt. Richard Vosper. 
109th New York, Ca])!. Edwin Evans, 
hist Pennsyl\^‘uua, Ca])t. Joseph K. 
Bolton. 

S7th Wisconsin, Col. Saimn*! Harriman. 
38fch Wisconsin (liv(‘ (companies), Lieut, 
(^harles L. Ballard. 

13th Ohio Cavalry (<lismounted hat- 
^ talion), Capt. Hteplieu R. Clark. 


Second BHgade, 

Col. William Humphrey. 

Ist Michigan Sharpshooters, Col. 
Charles V. Do Land. 

2d Michigan, Capt. Ehenezer C. Tul- 
loch. 

20th Michigan. Lieut. Col. Byron M. 
. (;m(:lu-oii. 

16th New York, Caj)t. John M. Kessel- 
luark. 

00th Ohio,t Xjieut. Col. Martin P. Avery. 

50th Pennsylvania, Lieut, Col. Edward 
Overton, jr. 

24th New York Cavalry (dismounted), 
Lieut. Col. Walter C. Newberry. 


Acting Engineer's. 

17th Michigan, Capt. Josei)h A. Sudht)rough. 


FOURTH division. 

Brig. Gen. Edward Eerrero, 


First Brigade. 

Col. Joshua K. Sigfried. 


Second Brigade, 

Col. Henry G. Thomas. 


27th IT, S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 

Albert M. Blackman. 

30th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Hiram A. Oakmaii, 

39th U. S. Colored Troo])8, Col. Ozora P. 
St(barns. 

43d U. S. Colored TlVooiJS, Maj. Horace 
Bumstead. 


19th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Joseph G. Perkins. 

23d U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. William 
C. J. Hall. 

28th IT. S. Colored Troops, Col. Charles 
S. Russell. 

29th U. S. Colored Troops (six compa- 
nies), Lieut. Col. Charles J. 
Wright. 

31st U. S. Colored Troops (six compa- 
nies), Capt. Adgate L. Loomis. 


*l8t and 2d Companies Michigan Shai-pshooters attached. 
1 9th and 10th Comi>anies Ohio Hharpshooters attached. 
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A irriLLKlJ Y lUiKS ADE. 

Lieut. Col. J. Albbkt Moneoe. 

Maine Light, 7th Battery (G), Capt. Adolhert B. Twitchell 
Massachusetts Light, 11th Battery, Capt. Edward J. Jones. 
New York Light, 19th Battery, Ca])t. Edward W. Rogers. 
New York Light, 27th Battery, Capt. John Ji. Eaton. 

New York Light, 34th Battery, Capt. Jacol) Roemer. 
Pennsylvania iJght, Battery D, Lieut. George W, Silvis. 

CAVALRY. 


SECOND lUVISION. 

Brig. Gen, David McM. Gre(}G. 


First BrUjade. 

Col. William Stmdman. 

let Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Samuel 
E. Chamberlain. 

Ibt New Jersey, Col. John W. Kester. 
10th New York, Maj. M. Henry Avery. 
6th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Norman A. Bar- 
rett. 

Ist Pennsylvania, Col, John P. Taylor. 


j^ee07td Brigade, 

Col. Charles If. Smith. 

1st Maine, Maj. Sidney W. Thaxter. 

2d Pennsylvania, Capt. (Jeorge C. 
Eckert. 

4th Pennsylvania, C^ipt. Joseph An- 
drews. 

8th Pennsylvania, (^apt. Alexander Me- 
Callum. 

13th Pennsylvania, Col. Miehael Kerwin. 
16th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John K. 
Robison. 


AriUUrg, 

2d IJnit(‘d 8tat(‘s, Ihittery A, Lieut. Robert Clarke. 


Abstract from returns of tlw Department of Virginia and North VaroJina, Maj. (ten, 
Benjamin F, Butter, V. Jrmg, eommanding, for the month of August, 1804. 


[CoiupilcA niainly from suborAinato r«turiiH.l 


ConiTnanA. 


General lioadqjiartors 

Signal Corps (Nortoip 

Naval Briga<le * (Graham) 

Pirst New York Eugineora (Eaton) 

Siege Artillery (Abbot) 

UnattacheA troops 

Tenth Army Corps (Birney) 

Eighteenth Army Corjjs (Ord) 

Cavalry Division (Kautz) 

District of Eastern Virginia (Sliepley) 

District of North Carolina (Palmer) 

Grand total 
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22 

54 

30 
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2 
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76 
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60 
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1 11,410 
2, 019 

30, 382 
3,672 
9, 359 

0 ' 

1 1 

38 

131 

3,' 038 

4,704 


12 

274 

5,282 

7, 505 

9, 202 

1 119 

01 

1, 435 

32, 228 

42,813 

81, 224 

177 

243 

1,423 

32, 119 

42,702 

81,053 

177 

249 


^ Not accounted for on r<‘turim. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 

Or(ninh^iihnt of iroojys in ilie T)epartme7it of Virijinia mid Xorfh Caro- 
Jincij commanded by 2faJ, Oen. Benja^nin F. Butler^ U. id. Army^ 
August 31 j 1864. 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 

SIGNAL CORPS. 

Capt. Lemuel B. Norton. 

NAVAL BRIGADE. 

Brig. Gen, Charles K. Graham. 

ENGINEERS. 

Ist New York, Capt. Samuel C. Eaton. 

SIEGE ARTILLERY. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot. 

1st Connecticut Heavy, Col. Henry L. Abbot. 

13tb New York Heavy, Companies A and H, Capt. William Pendrell. 

3d Pennsylvania Heavy, Company M, Capt. Frederick Kortc. 

UNATTACHED TROOPS, 

13tli Company Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Capt. John Pickering, jr. 
1st New York Mounted Rilies, Lieut, Col. Alexander G. Patton. 


TENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. 

EinST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry. 


Mrat Brigade. 

Col. Joshua B. Howell. 

39th Illinois, Capt. Lewis T. Whipple. 
()2d Ohio, Col. Francis B. Pond, 

07 th Ohio, Col. Alvin C. Voris, 

85th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward 
Campbell. 


Becond Brigade. 

Col. Joseph R. Hawley. 

6th Connecticut, Maj. Daniel Klein. 

7th Conn(‘Cticut, Capt. Seager S. Atwell. 
3d New Hampshire, Maj. James F. 
Randlett. 

7th New Hampshire, Col. Joseph C. 
Abbott. 

16th New York Heavy Artillery (detach- 
ment), Ma.j. Thomas J. Strong. 


Third Brigade. 

Col. Harris M. Plaistkd. 


10th Connecticut, Maj. Edwin S. (ireeley. 

11th Maine, Capt. Simeon II. Merrill. 

21th Massac'husetts, Capt. George W. Gardner. 
lOOth New York, Col. George B. Dandy. 

Ist Maryland Cavali'y (dismounted), Lieut. Col. Jacob H. Counselnian. 
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SECONl> DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Robert S. Foster. 


First Brigade, 

Col. NT. Martin Curtis. 

3d New Yort, Capt. Jay M. Wicks. 
112tli New York, Lioiit. Col. John F. 
Smith. 

117th New York, Col. Rufus Daggett. 
142d New York, Lieut, Col. Alben M. 
Barney. 


Second Brigade, 

Col. William B. Barton, 

47th New York, Capt. George B. Kirby. 
48th New York, Lieut. Col. William B. 
Coan. 

76th Pennsylvania, Capt. Josex^h R. Fin- 
ley. 

97th Pennsylvania, Col. Galusha Penny- 
X)acker. 


Third Brigade, 

Col. Francis A. Osborn. 

13tli Indiana (tlire<‘ companies), Capt. Samuel M. Zent. 
9th Maine, Capt. Robert J. Gray. 

4th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Jeremiah I). Drew. 
115th New York, Cax)t. William JI. Shaw. 

169th New York, Lieut. Col. Alouzo Aldon. 

THIRD division. 


Brig. Gen. William Birnky. 


First Brigade, 

Col. James Shaw, Jr. 

29th Connecticut Colored Troops, Maj. 
David Torrance. 

7th U. B, Colored Trooi)s, Capt. Julius A, 
Weiss. 

8th U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Edchairo 
Mayer. 

9th U. S. Colored Troox^s, Lieut. Col. 
Samuel C. Armstrong. 


Second Brigade,** 

Col. John IT. Holman. 

1st U.S. Colored Troops, Maj. Henry S. 
Perkins. 

22d IJ.B. (’olorod Troops, Col. JoHCX>h B. 
Kidduo. 


Xinatlached trooj^s, 

37th New Jersey, Col. E. Burd Grubb. 

artillery brigade. 

Lieut. Col. Freeman McGilvery. 

Connecticut Light, 1st Battery, Cax)t. JamoB B. Clinton, 

New Jersey Light, 4th Battery, Lieut. Charles R. Doane. 
New Jersey Light, 5th Battery, Capt. ZenaH C. Warren. 

3d New York Light, Battery E, Cai)t. George E. Ashby. 

3d New York JJgbt, Battery 11, Capt. William J. Riggs, 

New York Light, lOtb Battery, Capt. Richard H. L(hl 
N ew York Light, 33d Battery, Cai>t. Alger M. Wh^^eler. 

1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery A, Lieut. William 8titt. 

1st Pennsylvania Light, BatteiyE, Capt. Thomas G. Orwig. 
3d Rhode ■* ’ T’-. , . f'attery C, Cax)t. Martin S. James. 

Ist United .S : . P-. r » D, Lieut. Jose))h P. Sanger. 

Ist United States, Battery M, Capt. Loomis L. Langdon. 

3d United States, Battery E, Lieut. John R. Myrick. 

4th United States, Battery D, Capt. Frederick M. Follott. 


’*Also reported in First; Brigade, Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. 
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UNATTACHED TROOPS. 

4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Companies E, P, G, H, I, K, L, and M, Col. Arnold A. 
Rand. 


EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord.* ^ 

FIRST DIVISION. 


Bri". Gen. Joseph B. Carr. 

First Brigade. 

Col. Aaron F. Stevens. 


2(1 Now nam]>Hhiro, Liont. C‘ol. Joab 
N. Patterson. 

13th New Hampshire, Maj. Normand 
Smith. 

81st New York, Lieut. Col. John B. 
Rauls ton. 

OStliNew York, Lieut. Col. William 
Kreiitzer. 

139th New York, Maj. Emhre Rogers. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. Edgar M. Cullen. 

8th Connecticut, Capt. Charles M. Coit. 
5th Maryland, Maj. David B. White. 
10th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. John 
Coughlin. 

96th New York, Capt. George W. Hindes. 
118th Now York, Lieut. Col. George F. 
Nichols. 


Third Brigade. 

Col. vSamuel H. Roberts. 


2l8t Connecticut, Capt. James F. Brown. . 
40th Massachusetts, Capt. Wisnor Park. 

92(1 New York, Capt. Harry C. Fay. 

58th I’ennsylvania, Maj. Charles A*. Winn. 
188th Pennsylvania, Maj, Francis H. Reichard. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames. 


First Brigade. 

Col. James Stewart, Jr, 

23d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. John W. 
Raymond. 

26th Massachusetts, Capt. Albert H. Fos- 
ter. 

27th Massachusetts, Capt. Peter S. Bai- 
ley. 

9th New Jersey, Capt. Augustus Thomp- 
son. 

65th Pennsylvania, Capt. John C. Shear- 
er. 


Second BHgade. 

Col. Geor(}e M. Guion. 

11th Connecticut, Capt. Francis T. 
Brown. 

8th Maine, Maj. William M. McAr- 
thur. 

12th New Hampshire, Capt. Thomas E. 
Barker. 

148th New York, Lieut. Col. John B. 
Murray. 

19th Wisconsin, Lieut. Edward O. Em- 
erson. 


Third BHgade. 

Col. Harrison S. Fairchh.d. 

89th New York, Capt. James Hazley- 

2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Maj. James L. Anderson. 

>*■ Also in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina during the 
temporary absence of General Butler. 
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THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Charles J. Paine. 


First Brigade* 

Col. John Holman. 

1st U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Henry S. 
Perkins. 

22d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Joseph B. 
Kiddoo. 

37tli U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Abial G. Chamberlain. 


Second Brigade, 

Col. Alonzo G. Draper. 

5th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Giles W. Shurtleff. 

36th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Benjamin F. Pratt. 

38th U. S. Colored Troops (seven com- 
X)anios), Lieut. Col, Dexter H. 
Clapp. 


Third Brigade. 

Col. Samuel A. Duncan. 

4th U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Augustus S. Boernstein. 

6th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. John W. Ames. 

10th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Edward II. Powell. 

DEEP BOTTOM, VA. 

2d U. S. Colored Cavalry (dismounted), Col. George W. Cole. 

UNATTACHED. 

79th Now York (two comx)auies), Cai>t. Henry G. Ilellron. 
artillery brigade. 


Col. Alexander Piper. 


3d New York Light, Battery K, Capt. .lames R. Angel. 

3d New York Light, Battery M, Capt. .John H. Howell. 

Now York Light, 7th Battery, Lieut. Martin V. McIntyre. 
New York Light, 17th Battery, Capt. George T. Anthony. 

Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery F, Lieut. Thomas Simpson. 
1st United States, Battery B, Lieut. Robert M. Hall. 

4th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Stephen L. Hubbard. 
5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Israel Ludlow. 

5th United States, Battery F, Lieut. Alexander J. McDonald. 

CAVALRY DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz. 


First Brigade. 

Col. Robert M. West. 

3d New York, Col. George W. Lewis. 

5th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Christo- 
pher Kleinz. 


Second Brigade. 

Col. Samuel P. Spear. 

Ist District of Columbia, Maj. J, Staii- 
nard Baker. 

11th Pennsylvania, Maj. Franklin A. 
Stratton. 


Artillery. 

Wisconsin Light, 4^11 Battery, Capt. George B. Easterly. 

*Also reported in Second Brigade, Third Division, Tenth Arzny (^orjzs. 
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DISTRICT OF EASTERN VIRCINIA, 

Brig. Geu. George F. Sheplby. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Brig. Gen. Israel Vogdes. 

20th New York Cavalry, Col. Newton B. Lord. 

Ist U. S. Colored Cavalry (five companies— dismounted), Maj. Harvey W. Brown. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. Augustus B. R. 
Sprague. 

New York Light Artillery, 8th Battery, Cax)t. Butler Fitch. 

13th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. William A. Howard. 

2d U. S. Colored Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Francis C. Choate. 

NEWPORT NEWS. 

Brig. Gen. Edward A. Wild. 

^ 1st U. S. Colored Cavalry (three companies — dismounted). 

PORT MONROE. 

Col. Joseph Roberts. 

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (hattalion), Col. Josepli Roberts. 

U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion (five companies), Lieut. William Shields. 

PORT MAGRUDER. 

Col. Joseph J. Morrison. 

4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Company G, Lieut. Orson A. Baxter. 

20th New York Cavalry, Comi)any H, Lieut. John D. Lee. 

Ist Now York Mounted Rifles (detachment), Capt. Minott A. Pruyn. 

16th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Col. Joseph J. Morrison. 

EASTERN SHORE. 

Capt. Robert E. Duvall. 

Purnell Legion (Maryland) Cavalry, Company A, Captain Robert E. Duvall. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. James D. Mahon. 

Ist Virginia, Loyal, Comi)any A, Lieut. Oliver G. Thomas. 

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (detachment). 

DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer. 

SUB-DISTRICT OP THE ALBEMARLE. 

" Col. David W. Wardrop. 

16th Connecticut (two compauics), Capt. Joseph 11. Barnum. 

85t}i New York (one company), Lieut. Col. Will W. Clark(^. 

101st Pennsylvania (one company), Lieut. David M. Ramsey. 

103d Pennsylvania (two companies), Cax)t. Thomas A. Cochran. 

5th Rhode Island lleavy Artillery, Company D, Capt. James Moran. 

5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company K, * Capt. Emelins Dc Moulen, 

SUB-DISTRICT OP BEAU PORT. 

Col. Thomas J. C. Amory. 

17th Massachusetts (three comx)aiiies), Capt. Henry Splaino. 
ist North Carolina (eight companies). Col. Joseph M. McChesney. 

2d North Carolina (five companies), Lieut, Col. Walter S. Poor. 

158th New York, Col. James Jourdau. 

23d New York Cavalry (two companies), Capt. Emory Cummings. 

2d Miissaohusetts Heavy Artillery, Conapany B, Capt. Nehemi^ P. Fuller. 

3d New York Light Artillery, Battery C (section), Lieut. Enoch Jones. 


* Petachment 24th Battery Now York Light Artillery attached. 
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SUB-DI&TKICT OF NEW liEKNE. 


Brig. Gen. Edwakd ITarland. 

15th Connecticut, Col. Charles L. Upham. 

Ist North Carolina (two companies), Capt. Richard J. Allen. 

99th New York (four companies), Ca])t. John C. Lee. 

132d New York, Lieut. Col. George H. Hitchcock. 

9th Vermont, Col. Edward H. Ripley. 

I2th New York Cavalry, Col. James W. Savage. 

2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Col. Jones Frankie. r 

1st North Carolina Colored Heavy Artillery (recruits), Maj. Tliorndikc C. Jameson. 

3d New York Light Artillery, Lieut. Col. Henry M. Stone. 

New York Light Artillery, 23d Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom. 

5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (ten comi)anicb), Lieut. Col. George W. Tew. 


Washington, J^e2>temher /, — f) p. hl 

(Ecceived 2d.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The NTavy Department appears very anxious that the army should 
take Wilmington. At the instance of Captain ¥ox, General Gillmoro 
has been directed to accompany Mr. Fox to see you on the subject. 
Whether any operations there be possible, and, if possible, whether 
expedient to be undertaken now, is left wholly to your judgment by 
the President and entire satisfaction will be felt with your determina- 
tion. Fox and Gillmore started for City Point to-day. I have ordered 
Bowers’ appointment as assistant adjutant-general, according to your 
request. 

E. :\r. STANTON, 

Heereiarif of War. 


Washington, ^^epfvmhcr /, p, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Gity Fointy Va. : 

Assistant Secretary Fox, Navy Department, and General Gillmore 
go down to see you about a i)rojcct on Wilmington. It originates in 
the Navy, not in the War Department. I think we have more irons 
now than we can keep from burning. 

Pr. W. JIALLECK. 
Major-Gimeral mid Chief of iStaff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

iSeptemher J, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I have nothing of comsequeneo to report this morning, unusual quiet 
prevailing yesterday and last night. The enemy are appa.rently ere(jt- 
ing a battery on the north side of the Appomattox to enlilade the posi- 
tion occupied by the 13-inch mortar. This will be met by a removal of 
the mortar to a more secure position. Orders will be issued this morn- 
ing to Brigadier-General Gregg instimcjting him to concentrate all the 
available cavalry of his own and Kautz’s command, after leaving the 
necessary pickets so as not to attract the enemy’s attention, and with 
this command, supported by Ayres’ division, Fifth Corps, who for this 
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purpose will be ordered to report to bim, to proceed at early daylight 
to-morrow, from the left of Warren’s line, to the several roads leading 
into Petersburg from the west and southwest and endeavor to capture 
or destroy some of the enemy’s trains, supposed to be passing between 
Stony Creek and Petersburg. It is believed, however, that besides 
strong escorts to these trains the enemy is prepared for an operation of 
this land by the disposition of his cavalry between Stony Creek and 
Petersburg and by holding in readiness an infantry reserve to meet the 
contingency. 

CEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- QeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 1, 1861 — 11 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ City Point: 

I have to ask of the lieutenant-general commanding the favor of a 
seven-days’ leave to visit my family in Philadelphia to attend to private 
affairs, the leave to commence on Sunday the 3d instant. This applica- 
tion is based on the belief, so far as my knowledge extends, that the 
operations of this army during that time will admit of my services being 
dispensed with. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Generaly Commanding. 


City Point, Va., September 1864 — 11.05 a. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

Tour dispatch of 11 a. m. received. From all information for the last 
twenty-four hours Early’s force is nowon its way to Richmond. If this 
proves true we may expect stirring times within a few days of his ar- 
rival, and I should not like you to be absent. A dispatch iS just in, 
however, from General Sheridan, and as soon as it is deciphered I may 
be able to tell better what may be expected, and will inform you. If 
you do go I would prefer your starting immediately so as to be back as 
early as possible. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., September /, 1861. 

(Received 1 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade : 

Sheridan is satisfied that no considerable force, if any, has been de- 
tached from his front. I am willing, therefore, that you should go for 
a week, but if it is convenient for you would prefer that you start this 
evening. Ingalls stai-ts for Washington this evening in a special boat, 
and if you will go he will start at any hour that suits your conven- 
ience. 


U. S. GRANT, 

lAeutmant- General. 


40 R R— VOL XLIl, PT II 
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Headquarters Army oe the TotomaOj 

Septcmher i, 1861 — 1 p, m, 

Lioutenaiit-General Grant: 

Your telegram just veceivetL I will be ready to leave this cveuing 
with Ingalls, and will endeavor -to return before the end of the week. 
Whom shall I leave in command during my absence Major-General 
Parke is the ranking officer. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-OeneraL 


City Poini’, klcptemher 1^ 186 L 

(Received 2.80 p. ni.) 


Major-General Meade: 

General Parke, being the senior officer, will be left in command. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- OencraL 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

September i, 1861 — 3,05 p. m. 


Major-General Parke, 

Gommanding Army of the Potomac: 


General Meade has loft. Shiill 1 notiiy General Hancock and Gen- 
eral Warren of what General Ferrero reports and tell them to get their 
reserves under arms ? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Sexytember f 1861. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Please notify Generals Hancock and Warren ot General Ferrero^s 
report and have them get their reserves under arms. Ferrero is at tln^ 
Gurley house. Are you in telegraphic communication with General 
Gregg or the commanding officer of the (‘avalry ? 

JNO. (J. PARKF, 

Major-Oeyieral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September i, 186i — 3 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

We have no telegraphic communication with General Gregg, whose 
headquarters are on the plank road beyond the Williams house. Gen- 
eral Gregg has just got here. He left his headquarters at 2 o’clock, 
when everything was quiet. I have sent a staff offi(*er to inquire 
about it. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

8€i)teml)er 1864. 

Major-General Parke, 

Gomdg. Army of the FotomaCj Readqitarters Ninth Gorjjs : 

The following just received from the staff officer I sent out. I have 
notified Hancock and Warren: 

Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 1, lS6i—'5,10 j)- ni. 

Gouoral Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The picket-lino of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on right of Sixteenth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Colonel Stnith, on right of plank 
road, was att.acked. Colonel Smith, temporarily commanding Cavaliy Division, 
strengthened his lines and sent out reconnoitering force. It has returned, ana Col- 
onel Smith reports they found no enemy, and thinks the attack was only a raid on 
the picket-line. All quiet now. 

C. D. EMORY, 
(^aptain and Aide-de-Camp, 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Ghief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sejptembcr f 1861. 

Major-General Parke, 

Gonmanding Army of the Potomac: 

The following dispatch just received by General Gregg: 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

September J?, 1804. (Received 4.40 p.m.) 

Brigadier-General Gregg, 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


Pickets of Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry attacked by enemy. Colonel Smith has 
sent out First Maine. AU quiet on other parts line. The Fourth is near Gurley^s 
house. 

H. C. WEIR, 
Absisfant Adjutant-General. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


U. S. Ship Onondaga, 

James Eiver^ Scjgtcmher i, 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States: 

General: I have respectfully to inform you that since the morning 
of the 29th ultimo the boats of the U. S. steadier .Sassacus have been 
employed dragging the river with grapnels below City Point to Har- 
rison^s Landing for the torpedoes supposed to have been placed in that 
vicinity, but have not succeeded in finding any. It is thought that 
their locality is not correctly defined, or that the parties reporting them 
have been misinformed. I have ordered a steamer to patrol the river 
nightly from City Point to Harrison’s Landing to prevent the enemy 
from indulging in any such diabolical tri(‘ks hereafter. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MELANTGTOK SMITH, 

Gai)tain and Jliinsional Officer, Commanding in James River. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Proyost-Marshal-Gbneral’s Department, 

/September i, 1864. 


]\Iaj()r>Geueral IlmiPHREYS, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: A rebel deserter from Eiglitli Alabama Eegiinent, San- 
ders’ brigade, Mahone’s division, who left his picket line last night and 
arrived here this morning, reports no changes in the enemy’s position. 
Mahone’s division is posted in the trenches from their right to left in 
the following order: Wright, Mahone, Sanders, Harris, Finegan. The 
brigades of this division are very much reduced in numbers. This man 
states that it is well understood that there ai*e but 500 men in Sanders’ 
brigade, and that it is as large as the brigades of the division will 
average. They have lost severely in the recent battles. The inform- 
ant also states that Anderson’KS and Law’s brigades, of Field’s division, 
are lying in a ravine between the lead- works and iilank road. Gen- 
eral Putler reported these two brigades gone from his fruiit several 
days ago. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoBNTEB, 

Captain^ &c. 


Headquarters Army op the J^tomao, 

Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

September 1, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff\- 

General : The men from Eighth Alabama report that the wagon 
train spoken of went from Stony Creek to Dinwiddie Court-House, 
thence to Petersburg on old stage (or plank) road. They do not know 
the strength of guard with train, or whether they run regular or not. 
They think that most of their supplies are brought by South Side and 
Danville railroads. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEK, 

Captain. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac s 
Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department, 

Siptember i, 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Of the three men sent toward Stony (ireek Station one 
was captured and the two others have just returned. They report 
that they went aboxit three miles below Kearns’ Station, but could xiot 
get through Jones’ Hole Swami), and consequently could not get to 
the railroad below Kearns’. They state that that part of the cotiutry 
is thorouglily guarded; that all roads are picketed, and there are 
guards at every crossing along th(‘ streams. They saw negroes who 
had lately b(‘(Mi at Stony Creek Station who told them that there was 
no work being done on the railroad in that vicinity, and that they were 
not building a branch railroad. They also stated that the cars do not 
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mil as far up as Stony Greek. The negroes told them that the enemy 
were expecting us to make a raid' through that country, and that they 
were exceedingly vigilant on that account. 

Yery respect&Qy, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain^ <S)g. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Gity Fointj Va,, September Ij 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

General: I have received from E. G. Lee, commanding U. S. 
steamer Commodore Morris, seven refugees brought through from 
Eichmond by our agent. They left Eichmond last evening at 8 o’clock. 
Papers brought by them were given to the officers on the steamer. 
One of them, a bright and intelligent young man who was born in the 
North, says that on Sunday last he met an acquaintance of his who has 
long been a sutler in the army; that he knew of his having gone some 
little time ago to General Early’s forces in the Valley with a supply of 
tobacco. He says that when they met on Sunday the sutler told him 
that all of General Early’s troops were on their way back. He did not 
know what point they had reached on their return, but the fact^-of the 
whole force returning was spoken of as a certainty. It was understood 
that they were coming back to General Lee’s army. This refugee says 
that on Sunday night some troops passed through Eichmond going to 
the Petersburg railroad, but whence they came, and whether or not 
they were the advance of Early, he is unable to say. Yesterday morn- 
ing a battalion of artillery numbering some sixteen guns passed through’ 
the city on its way, as was understood, to Chaffin’s farm. No troops 
were Avith it excejit such as belonged to the artillery, and the reasons 
for the movement were not understood. General Kemper has been 
put in command of the reserve militia of Virginia, of which two regi- 
ments, the First and Nineteenth, are in the city doing duty at the 
various departments, offices, the Libby Prison, Castle Thunder, &c. 
The First Eegiment is composed of Virginians, old men and boys, over 
and under the age subjecting them to conscription. The Nineteenth 
Eegiment is composed of foreigners who have rendered themselves 
liable to do military duty by voting within the Confederacy, but are at 
the same time iiermitted to remain in Eichmond as shoemakers, black- 
smiths, &c. These, with the Tredegar Battalion, the Navy Battalion, 
the Arsenal Battalion, the Armory Battalion, and Hensley’s Battalion 
of clerks in the War Department, contain every man able to walk or 
render any service whatever, and are thought to average about 300 
men each. Flour is said to be still advancing, the most ordinary 
quality being now dihicult to get at $325 a barrel, and the stalls for 
the sale of meat in the market have been reduced to two or three in 
number. Poi*k is not to be had in the market, and the fresh meat 
which has supplied the city for a short time past has been mainly 
bought by the Government and sold at fixed prices to the poorer classes. 
It was said to have been sent on by General Early, and was of very 
poor quality. No military movements, not hereinbefore stated, are 
known to have taken place. 

Very respectfully, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel, 6oe, 
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llEADC^UAliTERS AKMY OF THE 1\)T()MA<J, 

ISepiember i, lS6i. 

Colonel Shari>e, 

City Point j Va.: ^ 

Enemy is lying Eero from tlieir rigEt to left in tlie following order: 
Wilcox, MaEone, HetE, JoEnson, Iloke. MuEone’s division lies from 
their ligEtto left in tlie following order: Wright (resting on railroad), 
MaEone, Sanders, Harris, Finegan. Law’s and Anderson’s brigades, 
of Field’s division, are lying in ravine between plank road and lead- 
works. 


J. MoENTEE, 

Captain, 


Headqxtarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marsiial-Ceneral, 

September 7, IRGL 

Captain MoEntbe : 

My Dear Sir: Deserters yesterday from Twenty- fifth Virginia Bat- 
talion report that all of Field’s division has gone to Petersburg, except 
one brigade. Deserter from Second Maryland reports that there arc 
hut seventy men for duty in the battalion; that they lost eighty-eight 
men in the assault on the Weldon railroad. I sent to you a telegram 
epitomizing the information received here on the 21)th instant through 
a telegTam from Captain Leet regarding Early. My telegram was either 
late on the 20th or early on the 30th, and was nearly in these words (I 
write from memory): That reports fi‘om our scouts from Mine Kun 
showed movements indicating the return of Early’s troops; that Hen- 
. eral Edward Johnson liad gone to Atlanta ; that it was reported Beaure- 
gard had gone to Atlanta with a part of the troops fi’om the Valh^.y. 1 
should like very much to know if such a telegram was not received. 

Yours, 

a. 11. SHARPE. 


Headqttarters, 

September i, ISGi. (Received 4.25 ]>. m.) 

Colonel Sharpe : 

Deserter from Twenty-sixth Mississippi, Davis’ brigade, lleth’s 
division; intelligent deserter irom NTinetoenth Georgia, Oolcpiitt’s 
brigade, by birth a Pennsylvanian, says Johnson and Hoke join on the 
left of neth and carry lim^ to th(^ river. Says nothing is rumored of 
Early’s return from the Valley; on the contrary, he says there is talk of 
sending him more men from Longstreet’s old cori)s. jNo deserter or 
refugee that I have examined Ix^lievesthat Early will abandon the Val- 
ley. This young man says that it is not believed that we have nundi of a 
for(je before Petersburg; that his colonel remarked yesterday that he 
Avould take his regiment alone and carry our iirst liiu^, if sniiport^ed. 
He also says they are in daily expectation of our withdrawal, and the 
men all dread remaining hei’c this winter; that great dissatisfaction 
])revails, and all agree that this is tlie last year of the war. He says 
liis lieutenant knew ot‘ his intention to desert, aiid will come over him- 
self the Iirst opportunity. 

FRED. L. MANNING, 
l/mdenant and Aide-de-camp, 



Cn\p LIV.] COREESPONDENOE, ETC. — UNION. 631 

Heptember 1, 1801—6.30 i). m. 

Maj. B. F. FiiSher, 

Chief Signal Officer; 

Considerable dust tbis a. in. to south and west of city, but no move- 
ment of troops can be seen. Tlie usual quiet all along the lines. 

A. O. JORDAjN^, 

Sergeant. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrb. Armies op the United States, 

Uo. 85. 5 City Point, Tu., Seffiember 1, 1864. 

******* 

2. On surgeon’s certificate of disability leave of absence for twenty- 
five days is hereby granted Brig. Geu. Eufiis Ingalls, chief quarter- 
master, Armies operating against Kichmond, to take effect on the 5th 
of September next. 

3. Ool. P. P. Pitkin, chief quartermaster of the City Point depot, is 
announced as acting chief quartermaster of the Armies operating 
against Eichmond during the absence of General Ingalls. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 
Assistmit ^Adjutant-General, 


Special Ordbes, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

No. 230. j fSeptemher I, 1864, 

******* 

2. The Fifth and Ninth Corps will, with as little delay as practicable, 
be each reorganized into three divisions. In the Fifth Corps one of the 
divisions will be composed exclusively of the troops composing the old 
First Army Corps, except that the corps commander is authorized, if 
he thinks it best, to assign the Maryland troops in his command which 
belonged to the First Corps to the other divisions to be formed. In 
the Ninth Corps the First Division will be broken up and the regiments 
composing it transferred to the Second and Third Divisions. Before 
carrying into effect the arrangement above directed the commanders of 
the Fifth and Ninth Corps will submit to the major-general command- 
ing their projects for the reorganization of their corps, giving the dis- 
position proposed to be made of the general and staff officers whose 
positions may be changed and the names of such officers, if any, as may 
be rendered supernumerary. 

******* 

10. During the temporary absence of the major-general commanding 
the command of the troops operating against Petersburg south of the 
A])pomattox devolves upon Maj. Geu. J. G. Parke, the senior officer 
present. 

******* 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Special Orders, ) IlEADtiUARTERS ^Vrmy op the Potomac, 

No. 237. 5 (September J, 

Paragi-apli 2 of Special Orders, No. 236, of this date, from these head- 
quarters, is so far niodilied as to require that the Piftli Army Oorj)s be 
reorganized into two instead of three divisions, as directed^ in that 
ordei'. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistunt Adjutant-Oeuerul. 


Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 288. ) Washington^ September 1, 186i. 

3. Oapt. H. E. Glum, Signal Corps, XJ. S. Army, will i)roeoed witliont 
delay to headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina and 
relieve Capt. L. B. Norton, Signal Coi'ps, V, S. Army, in his duties as 
chief signal officer of that department. 

4. Capt L. B. Noiton, Signal Corps, TJ. S. Array, on being relieved 
from duty in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, will pro- 
ceed without delay to headquarters Department of the Susquehanna 
and assume charge^of the signal detachment of that department. 

5. First Lieut. Paul Brodie, Signal Corps, U. S. Array, will rei)ort in 
person without delay for duty to the chief signal officer Department of 
Virginia and North Carolina. 

6. The following officers of the Signal Corps, JJ. S. Array, are hereby 
relieved from duty in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina 
and will proceed without delay to headquarters Middle Military Divis- 
ion and report in person to Major-General Sheridan, commanding, for 
assignment to duty: Pfrst Lieut. Wilson Bruyn, First Lieut. Charles 
F. Cross, Second Lieut. O. B. Ireland. 

7. Second Lieut. Francis X. McCloskey, Signal Corps, U. S. Array, is 
hereby relieved from duty with the Army of the Pot()ma(i and will, at 
the expiration of his leave of absence, report in person for duty to the 
chief signal officer Department of the Susquehanna. 

* * * * » * « 

By order of the Secretary of Wai-: 

E. 1). TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

SepUmber /, 180 i — 9 a. vi. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

There has been no change in my lines since last report. The large 
redoubt on the plank road has been partially drained and the work on 
the fort near the Strong house continued. Fatigue details have also 
been at work on the new fort on the left of the plank road and the one 
at the head of the railroad cut. 


WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major General. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 1864-^3,M p. m. 

Major-General Hancock: 

General Perrero reports heavy skirmishing with the cavalry in his 
rear. The major-general commanding thinks you had better get your 
reserves under arms. 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


(Same to Major-General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
September 1, 1864. (Eeceived 4.15 p. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

I have ordered my available troops under arms. If there is any 
trouble m the direction indicated by your dispatch, I should be author- 
ized to move General Miles from his position at the Avery house. 

WINTFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September f 186 i — 5.30 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Information received from the cavalry picket-line shows that there is 
no longer any necessity of the reserves being under arms. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

(Same to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 1, 1864 — 7A5 p, m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


The major-general commanding directs that during the operations 
to-inorrow the troops be on the alert and the available force held ready 
to move. No details for working parties will be furnished to-morrow. * 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


(Same to Generals WarreTi and Willcox.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 1, 1864. (Sent 8 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

I am instructed to inform you that General Gregg will concentrate 
a strong cavalry column during the night, and at dayhght make a dash 
ui)on the enemy’s line of communication between Petersburg and Stony 
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Crock Doj)ot, moving from our Hues near tlio Perkins lioiuso. CJeiuTal 
Warren will ])lace a division of iufautiy under Gregg’s orders for sup- 
port. The •commanding general desires tliat especial vigilance be 
enjoined upon tlie troops in tlie front. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

(Same to Generals Birney and Willcox.) 


Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, 

Sej^temher f 1864. 

Major-General Hanooce, 

Commanding Second Army Corps: 


Edgell’s battery, of your corps, i-elieved the siege guns in Port Hell. 
Both the batteries in that fort are rifles; one, at least, should be of Kapo- 
leons. I have none of that kind at my disposal. Either an additional 
battery of !Napoleons should be put there or exchanged for Edgell’s. 
It would be more efficient for use against the rifle-pits of the enemy’s 
skirmishers. I am on a court-martial, and can’t go up this morning. 

HENKY J. TIUKT, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 7, 1861. 

In consequence of a proposed movement of the cavalry under Gen- 
eral Gregg, it is directed that no details for fatigue be furnished to- 
morrow. The troops will be kept in readiness to move at short notice, 
and those on the line particularly will be on the alert. 

By order of Major-General Hancock : 

W. V. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 186 

The following directions are given for the better ])oli(*e of the line 
of intrenchinents held by this corps: 

I. The troops along the line connecting with the imdosed works will 
not be permitted to occupy tlie ground near the i)arapet. In all cases 
a suilicient interval must be allowed for the passage of troops in col- 
umns of four, and for the prompt formation in line to resist an attack. 

II. In the inclosed works commanders will exact constant att(mtion 
to sanitary and poli(*(^ measures. No rubbish whatever will be allowed 
to be put in the ditches, and the parade ground and bamiuettes must 
be kept cleared, so as to permit the iiromptest movements of the gar- 
rison in case of an attack.' 

II r. Sinks for the use of the men will be constructed along the entire 
line and the men forced to make use of them. Where the rifle-pits 
liavc been left in a filthy condition by the troops formcTly on the line 
they will be propeily iioliced. 

' Erroneously urrungefl out of cUrouolo|t>i(Ml order. 
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JV. DraiiiiR will l)c constructed to keei) the pits and vicinity of tke 
forts dry. When tlie rifle-pits cannot be drained otherwise, small pits 
for the reception of the surface water should be sunk, to be emptied 
and cleaned out whenever necessary. 

V. The assistant inspector-general will detail an officer of his depart- 
ment to inspect the line daily to report upon the observance of this 
order and the orders heretofore published respecting the police and 
sanitary measures of camp. The report of this officer will be sent to 
these headquarters daily at 8 a. m. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Artillery Eric., Second Corps, 

No. 141. > September 1, 186L 

Battery K, Fourth TJ. S. Artillery, Lieut. J. W. Eoder commanding, 
is relieved from duty with the First Division of the corps. Lieutenant 
Eoder will report without delay with his battery at these headquarters. 
The Third New Jersey Battery, 0 and I, Fifth United States, and the 
Twelfth New York Battery will unhitch and unharness. 

By command of Maj. John G. Haisard: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 1, 186i, 

[General Mott:] 

The line for the rifle-pit to connect the redoubt on the plank road 
with the one at the Strong house is laid out. The general desires as 
much work done on it as practicable to-day by your i>ioneers. Colonel 
Morgan has seen General Pierce on the subject, and his inoneers and a 
few from Colonel McAllister’s brigade are aheady at work, putting ui> 
the revetment and clearing, away the underbrush, so that a large 
detail irom First and Second Divisions can work to-night. No further 
directions are tie(*essary to them. The general will require the garri- 
son at the large ledoubt to work on that part of the rifle-pit adjacent 
to the fort to-night — half of the garrison to work till 12 m., the remain- 
ing half till daylight; the flrst relief to commence work at dark. He 
wishes you to provide them with tools in the proportion of one pick to 
two shovels; also to send a staff officer to report to me at 4 p. m., to 
whom the work to be done will be indicated. Those of youi* men from 
the brigades ot General Pierce and Colonel McAllister at work to-day 
will not be requhed to work to-night. The night work will be done by 
tlie details from First and Second Divisions and from the garrison at 
the redoubt. 

Ecspectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

0. H. MOEGAN, 

lAeut&nant-Golonel and Chief of Staff, 
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IIeadquakters Second Army Corps, 

Se^temher 1, 1861 — 1 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division : 

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to say tliat it is 
reported that heavy skirmishing is going on with the enemy’s cavalry 
in rear of General Ferrero; he therefore directs that you hold your 
command in readiness for any contingency. The working party now 
in the fort near the Strong house will form the garrison of the fort in 
case of any difficulty in that vicinity, and will hold the fort under 
charge of such officer as you may select, meanwhile they will continue 
to work, as all they do adds to the defensive power of the position. 
Eespectfully, your- obedient servant, 

0. H. MOEGAN, 

Meutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 1, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 

1 have the honor to report that about JO a. m. yesterday the enemy 
advanced a party about 150 sti’ong to the vicinity of the Davis house, 
drove in the outlying picket, near the signal station, capturing 8 men, 
wounding 3, and killing 1, and causing the pickets to fall back a short 
distance. The enemy then retired. We hold the Davis house, but our 
signal station is much annoyed by the enemy’s shaipshooters. There 
are 2,400 men ai woi’k daily on the defenses at this point, and 1,200 
daily on picket, which, together with the details for camp guards and 
other necessary duties, makes the entire command on duty every other 
day. 

G. K. WAEEElSr, 

Major- General, Com mu nd ing. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

S^temher 1, 1861 — 13.25 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The commanding general decides that the regiments of the old First 
Division, the Maryland Brigade excepted, must be organized into one 
division. He authorizes you, however, if you wish to do so, to submit 
a project for the reorganization of the Fifth Corps into one division. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 1, 1864 — 1 p. m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

If it is imperative to have the First Corps made into one division I 
think it will be best to make one division of the Fifth Coips, too, which 
will make one of nearly the same size. 1 think the best way to do this 
is to select the officers who are to command the division and lot them 
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organize the brigades, subject to approval. If the choice of commanders 
can be left to me I will make it; if not, I wish the major-general com- 
manding to make the selection himself. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

8ej)temher i, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Potomac: 

According to the returns of the regiments of the old First Corps, 
exclusive of the regiments of the Maryland Brigade, the aggregate 
present is 5,785. The field return for August 21 is 11,642 aggregate. 
It will be seen that the one division of the old First Corps will comprise 
nearly one-half of my command. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 1, 1864 — 2,30 p, m, 

Maj. Gen, G. K Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Paragraph 2 of Special Orders Ho. 236, of this date, from these head- 
quarters, is so far modified as to authorize you to reorganize the Fifth 
Corps into two divisions instead of three, one division to be composed 
of the old Fitst Corps and the other of the Fifth Corps; and you can 
carry this arrangement into effect without further reference of the sub- 
ject to these headquarters. You will, however, report the names of 
such staff officers, if any, as may be rendered supernumerary by the 
change. ' 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 1, 1864, 

General S. Williams: 

General : I wish in the consolidation of this corps to two divisions 
to have General Griffin command one and General Ayres the other. 
Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

S^tember 1, 1864 — 4,45 p. m, 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Meade has left the army to be absent a few days. He 
expected, however, that, as the senior officers, Generals Griffin and 
Crawford would be assigned to ihe command of your two divisions. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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HBADQDAETEES FEPTH AEMY OOEl’S, 

Septeiliber 1801. 

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I shall not do anything toward the reorganization of this cori^s until ' 
the return of Maior-Genoral Meade. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- 6 eneral^ Oomman di iig. 


IIeadquaetbes Pifte Aemy Ooeps, 

September 1, 1801 — 0 p. m. 

Major-General Htjmphebys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Two deserters from the Seventh Georgia Cavalry (Hampton’s) have 
just been brought in. They came in by the Vaughan road. They state 
there is but a small force of cavalry there watching our lines. No 
infantry. They say Hill’s corps is in the trenches at Petersburg. 
They will be forwarded at once. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Hbadquaetees Aemy op tub Potomac, 

September 1, 1801. 

Major-General Waeeen, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

I inclose you a copy of instructions* to Brigadier-General Gregg. 
The commanding general directs that General Ayres’ division be pre- 
pared to support General Gregg at daylight to-morrow, and that tlu^ 
commander of the division report to-day to General Gr(‘gg for instruc- 
tions. As it would interfere with lus duties as a member of the Court 
oP Inquiry, General Ayres need not acconn)any the division. 

A. A. IIUMIMIREYH, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IlBAD(JTIAETEES PlPTiI AkmY CoEI’S, 

September /, 1801 — 8.30 p. m. 

General Hemphebys, 

Chief of Staff’: 

I have learned what General Gregg lias directed my infantry to do 
in his support in the morning. It would be much simplm- lor us lun-e 
to send General Crawford’s division. It is all in reserve, whih'. Gmun-al 
Ayres’ is all in the lines, except about .’500 out on jiicket. General 
Crawford has as many as General Ayres. I think General Ayres ouglit 
to go if his division goes, and he ranks General Gregg, as does General 
Crawford. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREN, 

• Major-General. 

' Kt ‘0 IIumphroyH to Gregg, p. U44:. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 1864 — 9 m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 


The major-general commanding consents to the substitution of Gen- 
eral Crawford’s division for that of General Ayres. The commander 
of the infantry will not have charge of the operation, which is neces- 
sarily intrusted to General Gregg, but will support the cavalry. The 
commanding general requests that you will see that the directions for 
the movement of the infantry are conveyed to the new commander. 

A. A. HCnvIPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September i, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I send the following, just received: 

Halifax Road Signal Station, 

Septemhei'^ 1864 — 7,10 p, m, 

Lieutcuant-Colonel Locke, 

Assist a7if AdjutanUGeneral : 

From 4.45 p. iii. to 6.15 }). iii. a cloud of diist was rising at a point nortli-north- 
west from station, and about half a mile back of W. P. Davis’ house. It moved 
toward the enemy’s front on Halifax road. Cannot tell whether it was troops or 
trains. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain, Signal Corpa, U, S, Army, 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, ■ 
September i, 1864 — 11.45 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The commanding general requests that you will hold all your avail- 
able troops ready at an early hour to-morrow morning for any contin- 
gency that may arise. This will not interfere with the orders already 
given in regard to Crawford’s division. 

A. A. HXJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

September ly 1864 — 8.10 p. m. 

General Grbcg: 

I hear firing somewhere between you and my corps. Do you know 
anything about it*? 

G. K. WAEEEiT, 
Major-Generaly Commanding. 

p. S. — ^Will General Parke please have an orderly take above 
message? 

G-. A. W. 
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General Waeebn: 


Headquaetees Ninth Aemy Ooeps, 

S^t&mher i, 1861 — 3.30 j>. in. 


Yotir dispatch of 3.10 p. m. to General Gregg Just received. I do 
not kno-w where General Gregg’s headquarters are. General Ferrero 
reported firing to the south of the Gurley house, and has his division 
under arms. 


JNO. G. TAUKB, 

Major-General. 


Headqttaetees Fifth Aemt Ooeps, 

September 1, 1861 — 11 p. m. 

General Geegg: 

Can you tell me how much force appeared south of the Gurley house 
just before dark and whether the line was re-e[nforced] ; and will you 
not give your officer in command of the picket near me instructions to 
send me word direct if anything occurs to-day? When the enemy’s 
cavahy [attacked] I got no notification from your lino. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARItBN, 

Major-General. 


Headqttaetees Second Oavaley Division, 

SepUmbm' 1, 1861. 

Major-General "Waeeen: 

General Gregg has gone to army headquarters. Pickets of Fourth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry wore attacked. Colonel Smith, commanding 
Second Brigade, has sent out to ascertain what force attacked and to 
drive back. All quiet on other parts line. Colonel Stone is here. 

H. 0. WEIR, 
Aseistant Adjutant-General. 


OlECUDAE.] IIEADQUAE'CEES FiFTH AEMY CoBPS, 

September i, 1861 — 13 p. m. 

Division commanders will hold all their availabh* troojis K'ady at an 
early hour to-morrow morning for any contingency that may arise. 
They will have their men under aims and ready for service wherever 
required by early dawn. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

A. S. MARVIN, Je., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

General Geiffin: 

General Gregg reports that a portion of his cavalry was driven in 
just before dark in front of the Gurley house. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

[A. S. MARVIN, Je.) 

[Memorandiwn.] 

This will not interfere with the orders already given in regard to Gen- 
eral Crawfoi'd’s division. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

ITo. 215. j September 1, 1864. 

I. Tlie Independent Wisconsin Battalion, on duty at these head- 
quarters, is relieved, and will proceed to join General Bragg’s brigade, 
in the Third Division. 

^ # 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, * 
istajit Jidj iitant- General. 


Headquahteiis Fifth Army Oorp«, 

JSejpteniber 1, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General : I am instructed to inform you tliat General Crawford’s 
division lias been substituted for yours in tbe operations of to-morrow. 
By command of Major-General ’Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistaiit Adjutant^ General. 


IlEAHQTJARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, 

S(gpte7nher 1864 — 9.15 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Crawford, 

Go77imandwg Third Division: 

General: You will have your division under arms to-morrow morn- 
ing, and move the head of your column down the main road toward 
Eeams’ Station, so that it will bo at the point where our line crosses the 
railroad at 3 a. m. Your division is to support a movement of General 
Gregg’s cavalry, and the accompanying instructions* from Major-Gen- 
eral Uuinplireys will show you to what extent. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

” Assistant Adjutant-General. 


City Point, Va., Septetnber 1, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside, 

Drovidmeej B. I. : 

Lieutenant-General Grant dii‘ects me to say to you that under exist- 
ing circumstances he does not deem it best to return you to the com- 
mand of your corps at present, but that he will not relieve you from it 
unless to assign you to some other command. He therefore desires you 
to remain at Providence or such other place as you may select until 
further orders from him. 

T. S. EOWEES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

* See Humphreys to ‘Warren, 9 p. m., p. 639. 

41 B R— YOL ?xn, PT H 
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HEADyUAETEKS NiNTII AEMY CORPH, 

September J, 18(;i — d.30 «. m. 

General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

I have the honor to report all quiet along iny lino during tlio past 
twenty-four hours. Small seoutiiig ])artics were sent out irom eaeli 
division and report the enemy from tlirco-quarters to one mile from our 
picket-line. The redoubt at tho Ohimiieys is not yet completed. Tlio 
infantry parapet on right of this work will bo changed, and 1 puri)os(' 
making a strong piu'apet on the line to be staked out by th(> engineers. 

JHO. G. PAllKliJ. 

Major-General, 


IIbadqitartbem Army op tub Potomac, 

September 1, 1801 — :i.lO m. 


Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 


Major-General Meade will leave these headquarters at. 3 p. m., to be 
absent from the army a week. In his absence tho command ol' tho 
array will devolve on you as senior officer, and ho suggossts that you 
make your headquarters at this place duiing his absence. 

A. A. HUMPHHEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Sept&niber 1, 1801 — 2.10 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

I am directed by the major-general comnia}iding to say that yon can 
carry into effect the order of to-day requiring the reorganization of 
your corps into three divisions without further reference of tho subject 
to these headquarters. The commanding general desires, however, 
that General "^itc be designated as the commandei; of the colored 
division. 


St WILLIAMS, 

A ssistan t Adjntan t- Gemra 1. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Oorps, 

Septetnber 1, 1801 — 3 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Ferrero has just reported that the cavalry in his r(«ir ai’O 
skirmishing with the enemy pretty heavily. 

JNO. G. PAllKE, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) HEADQUAitTERS Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 160. i September 1, 1804. 

I. In pursuance of paragraph 2, Special Orders, No. 236, headquar- 
ters Army of the Potomac, dated Beptember 1, ISCi, tho First Division 
of this corps is hereby discontinued and tho regiments comiirising it 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


643 


are transferred to the Second and Third Diviv^ons, as follows: To the 
Second Division — ^Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, battalion 
Third Maryland Volunteers, battalion Thirty-fifth Mavssachusetts Vol- 
unteers, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers; to the Third Division — 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifty-seventh Massachusetts 
Volunteers, Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, One hundredth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and seventy-ninth INew York 
Volunteers, Fourteenth NTew York Artillery (heavy). 

II. The regiments transferred to the Second Division will be assigned 
to brigades by the commanding officer of the division. 

III. The regiments transferred to the Third Division will constitute 
the Third Brigade of that division. 

IV. Brig. Gen. John F, Hartranft will assume command of his origi- 
nal brigade and temporarily the command of the Third Division. Maj. 
W. H. D. Cochrane, assistant quartermaster, and Oapt. 0. J. Mills, as- 
sistant adjutant-general, will report for duty at these headquarters. 

V. Staffi officers rendered supernumerary by the operation of this 
order will report to the chiefs of their respective departments at these 
headquarters for orders. 

VI. Acting vStaff officers and enlisted men on duty at the different 
headquarters of the division and brigades thus broken up will report 
to the commanding officers of their respective regiments. 

By command of Brigadier-General Willcox; 

JOHN 0. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

ISejpteniber I, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

OJdef of Staffs Army of the Potomac : 

The following just received from General Ferrero: 

I havo to report that Captain Andrews, in command of cavalry pickets in onr 
front (Grxirley house), states that the enemy attacked his line again at sundown and 
drove him back one-quarter of a mile, where he now is, and that it was infantry that 
made the attack. 1 have established a strong picket of infantry in rear of the cav- 
alry and ordered my division in lino of battle before sunrise in the morning. 

The enemy also advanced his vedettes to this edge of the corn-field 
in front of the Third Division this evening. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

S&jgtevnher 1, 1864 — 11,45 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Willcox, 

Commanding N'inth Coxjgs: 

The commanding general directs that you be prepared at daylight to 
withdraw one division from your front to support General Ferrero if he 
should require it, and also have the reserve artillery ready to send 
him. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General cmd Chief of Stajf. 
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HEADQTJAliTERfci NiNTU AiIMY OoilVS, 

iSejptember 1861, 

Brigadier-Genoral Febreuo, 

Commanding/ Fourth Dimsion: 

General : Major-General Parke having assumed, in the absence of 
Major-General Meade, the coininand of the Army of the Poloinac, the 
undersigned respectfully begs to inform you that he has, in compliance 
with directions of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, temporarily assumed com- 
mand of the INinth Army Corps. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. B. WILLOOX, 

Bri gad ter- General^ Comma nd i n g, 

(Same to Brig. Gen. E. B. Potter, commanding Second Division, and 
Brig. Gen. John F. Ilartranffc, commanding First Division.) 


Ueadqxjartebs Army of the Potomac, 

Septeynher 186 f, 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you concen- 
trate your cavalry during the night (your own division and that of 
Kautz), leaving such pickets as may l3e necessary to watch the most 
important and most exposed points, and at daylight make a sudden and 
rapid dash upon the enemy^s line of communication between Peters- 
burg and Stony Creek Depot for the purpose of capturing wagon trains 
and straggling escorts, returning with such captures as you mak(‘ to 
your present position before the enemy can collect a largely superior 
force against you. This line of communication is the Boydton plank 
road or the road west of it. You should leave our lines somewhere 
near the Perkins house. General Warren is directed to have Ayr<‘«’ 
division of infantry ready to support you at daylight, the commander 
of which will be instructed to report to you during to-(lay, and to whom 
you will give such orders as may be necessary for the eflicient execution 
of the operations you are charged with. 

A. A. IIUMPIIEKYJS, 
Major-General and Chief of BtaJ}\ 


Ueadquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

ISeptembcr /, 186i, 

General Gregg; 

The picket-line of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry is rci-established. 
All (luiet in front. 

11. C. WFIE, 

Ash kta nt Adjutant- Genera L 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

tSeptember i, 18bi — 7 ]>, nu 

Brigadier-General Gregg, 

Commanding Cavalry: 


General Warren reports at 0 j). in, that two deserters from the 
Seventh Georgia (HamptoIl^s) have just been brought in. They 
came in by the Vaughan road. They state that tUeie i« but a small 
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force of cavalry tliere watcliing onr lines — no infantry. As soon as 
tlie&e deserters reach these headquarters they will be examined and I 
will send yon anything further that may be elicited. General Patrick 
informs me that there are between 100 and 200 bounty jumpers, as he 
styles them, who have deserted from us, and ai'e believkl to be in the 
woods watching an opportunity to get through the cavalry picket. 
This would be a good reason for retaining the picket-line. 

A. A. HUMPHKETS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September f ISOI — 7 p. m, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Armp of the l^otomac: 

General: 1 have directed the regiments of my division and General 
Kautz’s I'egiments to move from my beadquarters at 2 a. ui. to-morrow. 
By moving at this hour my command wall be at the Perkins house at 
daylight. The only mads upon which 1 can move out to strike the 
plank road west of the railioad are the Wyatt road (leading west from 
a point about two miles south of General Warren’s iiosition) and the 
Dinwiddie stage road. On this latter I will (*ertainly strike the enemy’s 
cavalry in force at Gravelly Hill, two miles from Reams’ Station. The 
Wyatt road after leaving the railroad runs in a northwesterly direction 
and strikes the Vaughan road two miles and a half out. Prom the 
lioiiit at which the Vaughan road is struck there is no road leading 
^ross to the plank road. The V aughan road is very certainly defended 
for the protection of the idank road. The success of the operation 
required of the cavalry requires that a sudden dash be made. If you 
have any additional information will you please advise me at what 
l)oiut a force of cavalry might be moved rapidly with a prospect of 
reaching the road upon which the enemy may possibly be moving 
wagon trains'? 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier-Oeneral of Volunteers^ Gomdg. Second Division,, 


Headquarters Army op the PotomaO;, 

September f 186 i — 9,15 p, m, 

Brigadier-General GREO-a, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

I sent you about 7 o’clock some information respecting the condition of 
the Vaughan road nearer Petersburg than where you propose to strike 
it, .showing that it is there but slightly guarded. I am not acquainted 
with the roads leading to it or to the Boydton plank. As soon as these 
deserters arrive I will question them and send you the result. The 
commanding general directs that the x^ickets be left on the line they 
now hold. General Crawford’s division has been substituted for Gen- 
eral Ayres’ to sui)port you. General Warren is directed to see that 
your instructions to the commander of the latter are turned over to the 
commander of Crawford’s division, and is informed that the operation 
is intrusted to you and that the infantry commander will support you, 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral cund Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September J, 186 i — DJO p. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Hxtmphreys, 

Chief of Army of the Fotomac; 

General : The following just received from the commanding otlicer 
of the cavalry regiment on picket in front of the Gurley house: 


A little before dark this evening the enemy began moving infantry and di’ove the 
left of my line some distance back. Everything indicates an attack to-morrow 
morning. 

.T. ANBKEW.S, 

Captain, Commanding Fourth I'enusylcania Cavalry. 


I think this force must be dismounted cavalry. 

1). IdoM. GREGG, 
Briyadier-Oeiieral. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

September 1, 1861 — lld5 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

(Through headquarters Second Corps.) 

Your telegraph received. The commanding general sees no reason 
for changing the order for the movement. All available troops will bo 
held ready at an early hour in the morning to meet any contingency. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Dry., Army op the Potomac, 

September J, 186i. 

Col. J. P. Taylor, 

Mret Femmyloania Cavalry ; 

My Dear Sir: The order discharging from theU. S. service the 
First Pennsylvania Cavalry has been received at these headtinai ters. 
As yon will accompany your rejpment to Pennsylvania, there to be dis- 
charged with it, I can not permit your deptirturt*- without expressing to 
you how much I feel the separation of yourscli' and command from the 
Seicond Division. For nearly two years the First 1‘ennsylvania Cav- 
alry has been under my command, and now, at the end of its term ol‘ 
service, I can proudly say its recordis without blemish. The excellence 
of your regiment resulted from theiiroper ajqireciatiou of discipline by 
its officers. In the many engagements of this division, in which your 
regiment has participated, many officers and enlisted men have fallen. 
They met death facing the foe. Let them be imoudly remembered by 
those who survive. To you, colonel, my thanks are duo for the efficient 
manner in which you have always perfhrmed your duty, whether as a 
regimental or brigade commander. You can return to your home well 
satisfied that you failed not in your duty, bearing with you the sincere 
friendship of myself and all your companions in arms. 

With the very best wishes for your health, happiness, and success iJi 
the futm-e, 

I am, very truly, yours, 

D. M(jM. GREGG, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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[Septembbe 1,] 1864 — 1.35 a. m. 

Major-General Oed: 

As the two companies which you sent to the Berkeley Place are insuf- 
ficent to do any work, the general commanding desires that you send 
in addition a small colored regiment, which can he relieved after the 
defenses are completed. 

C. B. COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Special, Oedees, ) Hdqes. Depaetment of Va. and K. C., 

No. 240. 5 In the Field, Va., September 1, 18€4. 

♦ * * # * # # 

V. Maj. Gen. D, B, Bir^y, eomniandiiig’ Tenth Corps, will send to 
Broadway Landing, as soon as i>osRible, a regiment of colored troops, 
there to take water transportation for Berkeley house, Harrison’s Land- 
ing- Quartermaster’s department will furnish trans^rtatiom 
*#*#*### 

IX- The Seventy-ninth Xew York Volunteers will proceed and report 
without delay to the commanding officer Ninth Army Corps, Army of 
the Potoinac- 

# # ii: # # 

XIIL Brig, Geu. O. B. Ferry, U, S, Volunteers, willneportinperaoji 
without delay to Lieut. Gen. U, S. Grant, commanding Ar mi es of the 
United States. 

By command of Major-General Ordi 

B. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Beoadwat Landing-, Va,, September JMi-SJiO a . m . 
Major Tecthbull, 

Mrgt CmneeUeut Artillery, Bmdquartere Tenth Carps: 

I have ordered Captain Brooker to relieve you. He will arrive prob- 
ably by noon. The ambulance wblch brings his baggage will bring 
back yours, and yourself, too, if you prefab it to horsebaciu I shafi 
come down with Captain Brooker, 

HENBY L- ABBOT, 
Colonel First Conaueetimt ArMUery, 


Headquaetees Siege Aetillbet, 

Broadway Landing, Yn., S<ptetnbi^ i, ISOL 

Maj. E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Va. and V, C.: 

Majoe : I have the honor to inclose a copy of paragraph IV, Special 
Orders, No. 123, headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps. 1 would 
reiaiJectfully protest against this order: first, because it annuls General 
Orders, No. — ,headquartersDepartmentof Vuginia andHorth Carolina, 
dated June 19, 1864 (copy herewith inclosed), and thus deprives me of 
the command assigned to me by the commanding general of the depart- 
ment j and, second, because it destroys the organization of the siege 
artillery of the department, and thus impairs its efficiency. When the 
lines of Bermuda Hundred were first cojjstructed its fixed artillery 



648 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N, 0. [Chap. LIV. 

armament was decided upon by the proper engineer and artillery olTi- 
cers and approved by the commanding geneinl. ^ These artillery troops 
were organized into a command independent of both cori)S then oceti- 
pying the lineSj and ordered to report direct to de])artment headquar- 
ters. All morning reports, &c., desired by the different corps com- 
manders for their information were forwarded to them, and all firing 
was conducted in strict accordance with their orders; but the independ- 
ent organization of the command was established, and it has been 
strictly preserved. I have supplied these troops with amnmnition, 
rations, clothing, and, until the recent illness of iny assistant surgeon, 
with medical attendance. They have consequently never sutfered by 
the numerous changes of troops in their vicinity. An assistant 
inspector-general for my command has been appointed by the command- 
ing general after the inconvenience of depending u])()u the cori)S com- 
manders, for the services of this officer had been i)ractically demon- 
strated; and lately a medical officer has been ordered to the command 
for the same reason. In fine, the same organization established after 
much study for the garrisons of the field-works around Washington, 
has been adopted here. The troops, being fixed in position, while those 
about them are constantly changing, have been organized into a sepa- 
rate command (Siege Artillery, Department of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina), reporting direct to the commanding general, and only receiving 
orders necessary to their proper co-operation from the corps command- 
ers about them. Their system, established by the commanding general 
on May 17, and reaffirmed by him at the reorganization on June 10, and 
kept constantly in force since that date, is entirely done away with by 
the inclosed order from headquarters or Eighteenth Cori>s. The now 
system destroys a compact, well-organized command, consisting of 
nine companies, under the charge of Major Cook; deprives both iiim 
and myself of all control; breaks up my command into thirteen inde- 
pendent batteries, depending for every thing upon the chief of artillery 
of a corps. Suppose a transfer of corps to 0 (*ciir, these batteries 
would be left without a commanding officer, without rations, without 
medical attendance, at the very time when the ne(*eihsary conlhsion 
would most invito an attack. Again, sui)i)os(^ the chief of artillery of the 
Eighteenth Corps should think some change of armannmt advivsable. 
Under this order, that which has been fixed by the commanding gen- 
eral of the department with much care might be changed without his 
knowledge or consent. To me the disadvantages of the change api)ear 
so evident that I cannot but protest against the ord<u', and re(iucst 
that my command may be left as heretofore organized. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IIKNlty L. ABBOT, 

Colonel PiTHt ComuTtlcui JlvilUery^ Oommandbuj. 

[IiitloHuro Ko 1.] 

General Orders.] lIixiRs. Dkvartment op Va. and N. C!., 

In the Field, dune 1.0, Wdl. 

#*##### 

The First Connecticut Heavy Artillery and Battery M, Tinted Penn- 
sylvania Artillery, will be reported to these headquart(TS by (\)1. II. L. 
Abbot, First Conne(‘ticut Heavy Artillery. 

**#*#*# 

By command of Major-Oc^neral Butler: 

J. W. HIIAPFEB, 

Colonel (mil Aetbuj AmHiimt AdjntmiUOemraL 
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Special Oebbes, ) Hdqes. Eighteenth Aemt Ooeps, 

No. 123. 5 In the Meld, Va.j S^temher 1, 1864. 

■»**#*** 

ly. Commanding officers of all heavy, siege, and permanent batteries 
now in position on the front occupied by the Eighteenth Corps will 
report in person at once to Col. A. Piper, chief of artillery, Eighteenth 
Ai*my Corps, who is placed in command of all artillery from Deep Bot- 
tom to Port Converse. They will also send in daily to the headqnai'ters 
of the artillery morning repox ts of the strength of their batteries and 
such other information as may be useful to the chief of artillery. 

K- Xf * * * * * 

By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Oi'd: 

THEODOEE BEAD, 

A ssista nt Ad j uta n t- Genera 1. 


[Tndoisomont.] 

Let a proper order be issued putting the organization and command 
ol* the artillery as was agreed upon and settled as the most for the 
benefit of the service by the within order. 

BENTJ. E. BIJTLEE, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 

So much of Special Orders, No. 123, paragraph lY, issued from head- 
quarters Eighti^enth Army Corixs, as relates to the command of Col, H. 
L. Abbot, namely, the siege artillery, is hereby revoked, and Colonel 
Abbot will, as heretofore, report only to these headquarters. 


TTeadqttarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September i, 1864 — 9 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gen(rral : 

All is quiet on my line. At one point the enemy keep up a sharp- 
shooters^ fire. So far as I can make out from deserters, Heth has 
relieved two of his brigades on my left and sent them to his right in 
reserve, and line remains as before. The enemy are busy in construct- 
ing boom-proofs and strengthening their lines. I have 700 men on 
fatigue, and sent by General Ord’s order a squadron cavalry from my 
right that were on picket to Bermuda riundred for special duty. I 
am at work along my line policing and strengthening it. I found its 
])oli(*e in most filthy condition, the covered ways having been used as 
sinks. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September i, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery : 

The firing on oiu* lines is in reply to fire opened by the enemy. 
Eespectfully, 

F. McGILVERY, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, 
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September 1, 1864. (Received 3.27 i). in.'' 

Major-General Birney, 

Tenth Amiy Corps: 

Major-General Ord directs that you send a regiment of colored i voops 
to Berkeley house, Harrison’s Landing, for temporary duty. They will 
go to Bermuda Landing and take water transportation then'. No land 
transportation will bo required with them. 

R. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutani-Ceneral. 


IlBADQtTARTEER TENTH ARMY OORPS, 
September J, 18Gi — i.l5 p. m. (Rci'cived 4.36 p. m.) 

Major Davis i 

As my troops are in line it may be night before a colored regiment 
can be taken out. As this will thin my line, could not a regiment from 
the reserve at Spring Hill be sent to me during its absence t 1 sent 
you a very intelligent deserter this morning. He reports Hcth, lIok<‘, 
and Bushrod Johnson in my front. 1 have sent in prisoners from all. 

1). B. BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 

Send to General Ord. 


IlATCnER’S, Septemhi'r 3 , 1 S 6 i . 

Maijor-General Birney: 

I have no reserve at Spring Hill. The garrison then' is minced to 
two companies. 

E. <). 0, OKI), 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Goep.s, 

No. 114. ) Before Fetersbnrff, Wr., Sejdemher J, 1804. 

«**«**« 

2. Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth I*enns 3 (lvania Volunteers, is 
assigned to the temimrary command of the Third Division during tlu' 
sickness of Brigadier-General Birney, and will assume ('-onimand at 
once. 

3. Second Lieut. Joel W. Hyde, Twenty-ninth Connectient Volun- 
teers, is hereby appointt'd acting assistant inspector-general for tlu' 
First Brigade, Third Division, and will be obeyed an<l respc'cted accord- 
ingly. He will report in person to Lieut. Col. R. TI, .Jackson, assistant 
inspeetor-generiil, at these headquarters for instruction, 

4. The commanding officer of the I’hii'd Division will send the small(',st 
of the colored regiments lately belong :i>g to the Eighteenth Corps to 
Bermuda Hundred as soon as possible, there to embark for Berkeley 
house, Harrison’s Landing. 

***** * • 

By conunand of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. HMITH, 

A ssistan t A djnta nt- General. 
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Circular.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va,, J^eptember f 1864, 
Brigade commanders will enjoin on tlieir ofidcers and men in tlie 
trendies the most extreme vigilance during the night and to-morrow. 
At 4 o’clock to-morrow morning the reserves, including every man 
capable of bearing arms, will be placed under arms and kept in readi- 
ness to move until half an hour after sunrise, and during the whole 
day to-morrow no man will be sufCered to leave his regiment, except for 
absoluteljj^ necessary purposes. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. n. Terry: 

ADEIAIN TEEEY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


ITdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersbtirg^ September I, 186i, 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report the following summary of events 
pertaining to my command during the past twenty-four hours: The 
position, &c., of the reserves remained unchanged. The draining and 
poli(dng of the trenches in my front are in progress, the trenches being 
now in a far better condition than when I hrst occupied them. NTo 
movements of note, offensive or defensive, have been made by my com- 
mand. 

The officer of the trenches reports last night: 

TLo oiiemy kept up a rapid fire of musketry and quite annoying firo from sliarp- 
sliootcrs, who enfiladed the line. They are cpiite busy erecting, completing, and 
repairing works on their line, one of which seems to ho huilt ^so as to enfilade the 
railroad and a groat part of the brigade line : also one of his works in process of 
construction opposite the center of this brigade line beems so situated as to enfilade 
the right of our line. The enemy is also tlnowing up a second and in some places a 
third line of works opposite our center. 

The officer of the trenches this morning reports: 

All well. The enemy kept up a fire on the lolt and center of our lino almost con- 
tinually. No working was done by them that could be seen during the night. But 
little firing has been done from our brigade. I have had some work done on the 
trenches. 

No casualties have occurred since yesterday’s report. 

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant. 

J. B. nOWBLL, 

Colonel Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Vols., Gonidg. First Brigade. 


Hbadqttaetees Seooito DrvisioN, Tenth Aemy Ooeps, 

Near Betersburg, Fa., September 1, 1864. 

Lieut. Ool. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that for the past twenty-four 
hours it has been unusually quiet on my front. The troops of my com- 
mand have been engaged in raising and strengthening the parapet and 
traverses at several points on the line. In rear of Third Brigade a 
covered way has been commenced leading from the reserves to the 
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trenches. The line was found in a very filthy condition, but sinks arc 
being dug, and, though policing is in progress, it will take several 
days to place the trenches in proper condition. 

I am, respectfully, yours, 

31. S. FOSTER, 

Brifja (I i er- Oen era 1, Co mm a n ding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Veterslmyg^ IVf,, Sej^fiemher /, ISdf . 

Colonel Curtis: 

Colonel: On aecounfc of certain niovemeiits tliat will talv(‘ at 
daylight to-morrow morning? nniusnal vig^ilan(*e will be ol)S(n‘ve(l on the 
part of the troops in the front line, and any movemeni on the pari o(‘ 
the enemy promptly reported. The trooi)s oi* the command will be hold 
in readiness for any movement that may o(*cur. 

By order of Brig. Gen. K. S. Foster: 

r. A. DAVIS, 

Captahi and Adjnluni-Cvneral. 

(Same to Colonel Barton and Colonel Osborn.) 


Headquarters Third Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Betershnrg^ Va.^ Hepfembey /, 

Col. John H. Holman, 

Gomdg, ^Second Brig.^ Third J)lv,^ Tenth Army Corjm: 

Colonel : Yon will proceed at once with your roginieni io Broadway 
Landing. Yon will report to the eommanding ollicer oi* ])oxi. 

Very respectfully, your obedient scu'vant, 

[R W. MOinOY,| 

Firfit JAeutenanf and Aefing Asf{i,^t((nt Adjatanl-CvneraL 


Headquarters Se(T)Nd Division ('avalrv, 

Ideptemhvy /, /<S67. 

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: General Gregg directs me to say ihai you will phrase 
leave two of your regiments on jncket, and come yonrself witlj tln^ other 
two regiments. 

I am, very revSpeetfully, your obedient servant, 

JI. (h WEIR, 

A ssisfant A djufanf- OenvraL 


Headquarters Army ok the Potomac^ 


Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division : 


J^epiember I, IHOi — 9 p. m. 


General: The orders for the movement have not been <*onn1er- 
manded, but General Gregg will not withdraw his pi(}kot-]ine. 

A. A. IIlJMPUliEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff, 
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COEKESPONDENCEj ETC. — UNION. 

Headquarters EEORUiTiNa Eendezyous, 

Neicport News^ Fd., September 186L 

Brig. Gen. G. E. Suepley, 

Commanding District of Eastern Virginia: 

Sir: I liave tlio lionor to report tliat some Government employ6s 
(colored) came up liere ii*om Fort Monroe and Hampton liospitaLs^ 
baYing been allowed a short leaYC of absence for the pniposo of getting 
tboir families, if possible. I told them I bad no boats, but YP^ould help 
them with men. They reappeared the next day with sail-boats, I sent 
with them a captain and fifteen men (dismounted caYalry). The fami- 
lies were in and about Sinithfield. I gaYC them strict instructions to 
abstain from plundering; to injure no one, if possible; to get the women 
and children merely, and come away as promptly as possible. They 
were to land in the night. They followed these directions closely, 
but became delayed by the numbers of women and children anxious to 
follow, whom they i)acked in extra boats picked up there, and towed 
along. They also had to contend against a head tide and wind calm, so 
that their progress down Sinithfield Creek in the early morn was ex- 
ceedingly sloY^ The inhabitants evidently gathered in from some con- 
certed i)lan of alarm or signals. For three miles below the party were 
Lntcrcei)ted by a force of irregular appearance, numbering about 100, 
liaving horses and dogs with them, armed variously with shotguns, rifles, 
&c., and posted behind old breast-Avorks with some hurried additions. 
They attacked the leading boats, killed a man and woman, and Avounded 
another woman therein. The contrabands then rowed over to the 
opposite bank and scattered over the marshes. How many more have 
been slaughtered we knoAV not. Two men have since escaped to us 
singly. When the rear boats, containing the soldiers, came u]), the 
captain landed, with the design of attacking the rebels, but then the 
firing revealed their full numbers. He found they outnumbered him 
more than six to one. and that the revolvers of our cavalry, in oiien 
boats or on the open beach, would stand no chance against their rifles 
behind breast- Avorks. He embarked again, and they made their way 
l)ast the danger by wading his men behind the boats, having the bag- 
gage and bedding piled up like a barricade. They then had a race with 
bhree boats, which put out from side creeks to cut them off. But for 
bhe coolness and ingenuity of Captain Whiteman, none would have 
escaped. None of the soldiers are known to have been severely 
wounded, but three are missing in the marshes and woods. We have 
siiKiC learned that there are signal stations in that neighborhood, which 
ought to be broken up. 1 would also earnestly recommend the burning 
t)f a dozen or twenty houses, in accordance with youi' General Order, 
No. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWI). A. WILD, 
BrigaMer-Oeneral of Volunteers. 


Neav Berne, BT. C., September i, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 

Oomdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 

General: The negroes will not go voluntarily, so I am obliged to 
force them. 1 have sent seventy-one and will send tWs afternoon about 
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150.^ I expect to got alai'ge lot to-morrow. 1 liavo doiio all that (*oul(l 
be done, but I am not as fortunate as you expected me to bo. I sball 
keep working. 

I have the honor to be, very respectlhlly, 

FEED. MAETIN, 
Gaptiii)!, and Aide-dc-Oamp. 


Headquarters District op North Carolina, 

New Berne, N. €., Heptember J, IHdl. 

Maj. R. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Department of Ya. and N. 0. ; 

Major: The matter of collecting the colored men for laborers has 
been one of some difficulty, but I hope to send up a respectable force. 
The matter has been fairly explained to the contrabands, and they have 
boen treated with -the utmost consideration, but they will not go will- 
ingly. Now, 1 take it that the state of the country needs their services, 
and that if they will not go willingly they must be forced to go, and L 
propose to take all 1 can find who are in no permanent emifioyment and 
send them up. I am aware that this may be considered a harsh meas- 
ure, but at such a time we must not stop at trifles. As long as the 
general understands my motives I do not care ])articularly for the <‘om- 
plaints of outsiders. 1 have promised all the contrabands I have seized 
that their pay shall commence from the day of taking them foom here. 
I hope you will direct the quartermaster so to place them on the rolls. 
Captain Martin, upon his arrival, will explain more fully the difficulties 
in the way here. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier- Genera L 


Washington, September 3, 1801. 

Lieutenant-G-eneral Grant: 

Just returned. Does the fall of Atlanta make any change in your 
views, especially as to the time, October 1 ? 

G. V. FOX. 


nBADQUAIITERM ARMY 01 *' THE POTOMAC, 
September 3, 1861 — 8A0 a. m. (Received 8.40 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States, City Point: 

The following telegrams* received shows the result of the operations 
of the cavalry column this morning. Shall General Gregg make 
another dash in heavier column at some point two or three miles lower 
down? The brigade that made the dash out was 2,600 or 2,800 strong. 

JNO. G. I’ARKK, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

’ So6 Gregg to Ilumplireys, 6.15 and 7.80 a. m., pp. 669, 670. 
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City Point, Va., Septemher P, 1864. 

(Received 9.15 a. m.) 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


General Gregg' need not make any furtker effort to reach the enemy’s 
wagon train in the direction lie did tMs morning. Keep Warren and 
Gregg* ready, however, to move out and attack the enemy if he should 
feel his way up near om' left. 

IT. S. GRAKT, 
LieutenanP Ceneral. 


City Point, Ya., September P, 1664. 

Major-General Parke: 

What was the result of the ca^valry movement this morning as to 
losses on each side? 

U. S. GRAKT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


IlEAlKiUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

Septe^nber 1864 — 3.15 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States: 

General Gregg has not yet reported the losses. He has been tele- 
graphed for them. It is reported by lam and by General Warren that 
no movements of the enemy have been observed, as the following dis- 
patches show.* 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major- Genera ?, Comm anding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September P, ISOi — 7.15 v. m. (Received 7.25 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States: 

The parties sent out by General Gregg found no evidence of any 
movement of the enemy going on. The signal officer on the Weldon 
railroad saw no movements during the day other than those reported. 
It is probable the brigade of infantry seen going out the Squirrel Level 
T‘oad re-enforced the infantry and cavalry posted at the intersection of 
the Roydton plank road and the road the cavalry moved out on. 
Gregg’s cavalry got within 300 or 400 yards of the plank road. It was 
not intended to strike it so near Petersburg. A branch road from the 
one they were on enters the ])lank road a mile farther from the town. 
Ko other enters it this side of Rowanty Creek. 

JNO. G. I>ARKE, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


*Soo Warren to Ilumphrc^ys, 2.30 p. m., and Gregg to Humphreys, 2.30 p. m., 
pp. 665, 670. 
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HEAEQUAKTERI:^ ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

Provost-Marshal-General^s Department, 

September i6’67. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General: I liave the honor to report the following as the resuh of 
examination of iirisoiiers and deserters who eame iu this morning and 
last night. The two deserters from Seventh Georgia (Cavalry v(‘poi*t 
that Yonng’s brigade of cavalry is lying about live miles west of Weldon 
railroad, on the Diiiwiddie road. The Seventh Georgia, now attacln^d to 
Young’s brigade, came out iu June last, and when it arriN'cn here num- 
bered 1,000 men. It now numbers 400, twenty-live of whom arc mounted. 
The Twentieth Georgia Battalion has been atta(*hed to Jed*. Davis 
Legion, and Fourth Alabama Battalion to Phillips’ Legion. The bri- 
gade, they think, numbers about 1,500 men, about two-thirds mounted. 
Deserters from Mahone’s and Sanders’ brigades report no changes in 
that division. W. H. Dugan, deserter from Twenty-first South Carolina, 
pist came from Weldon, where he had been on furlough. He reports 
that Ilagood’s brigade came here from Charleston in IMay last, J,7()0 
strong, and that he was told by the colonel of the Twenty-seventh 
South Oarohna, ■whom he met a few days ago at Weldon, that the bri- 
gade, counting sick and wmmded, would not number 800 men. A 
deserter from Lucas’ battalion heavy artillery, stationed at Charleston, 
makes the following statement regarding troops about Charleston, &c. : 
Lucas’ battalion, 200 men, stationed on James Island; live comi)anies 
heavy artillery, 500 men, and First Regiment South Carolina Infantry, 
700 men, stationed on Sullivan’s Island; Blake’s light battery, 100 
men; Thirty-second Georgia Regiment, 700 men, and St^cond Sontli 
Carolina Heavy Artillery, 800 men, statioiu'd at Mount Pleasant. I’his, 
he states, is a large estimate of troops in that vicinity. He stat(^s that 
some time ago, when a demonstration was made on Se(*(sssionvi lie, that 
all the troops were taken from Sullivan’s Island (save three (*ompani(‘s), 
and that the latter place could have been taken with one r(‘gimcnt. He 
also states that Port Sumter can never ])c taken by liring upon it; 
that the only way to take it is to starve out the garrison, juid that can 
only bo done by kcoiung u]) a steady fire during the night. Tlu^ gar- 
rison have very little sui)])lics at a time. Provisions are taken to tlnan 
iu boats every night, and by preventing ihat the fort would soon be 
comi)elled to surrender. All of the above-mentioned imm state that 
cars run on Weldon raikoad as far as Stony Creek, and that the emnny 
are carting supplies from that point to l^etersburg via Diuwiddie Court- 
Uouse. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTKF, 

Captain, 


llEABQUARTERS AliMY OF THE P<)T()MA(J, 

Sipfcitihcr 180 f , 

[Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff:] 

General : I have seen the man from the Twenty-first South Carolina 
the second time, and i‘rom what ho says I think there is no inconsistency 
in his statement. Ho was a sergeant in his <*.ompany, and had l)<*en 
Qffered a position as lieutenant, but declined it. He was intimately 
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acquaintod with Colonel G-aillard, and stood by his side when a piece of 
shell cut off his arm; assisted in binding his wound, &c. On meeting 
him at Weldon he casually observed that “ the brigade must be pretty 
well reduced ” by this time, and the Colonel replied, “ Yes; if the sick 
and slightly wounded were with the brigade I suppose it would number 
800 men.” He also states that many of the men of the brigade have 
deserted and gone home. He knew of nine men from his company de- 
serting at one time. The brigade has been in several battles in this 
vicinity, and always lost heavily. They were considered the best South 
Carolina brigade in the field. 
llespectfuUy, 

J. MoENTEE, 

Captain., &e. 


Headquaetees Aemy op the Potomac, 
Peovost-Maeshal-G-enbeal’s Department, 

September 2, ISGi. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division, 
who just arrived, report the following: They left their picket-line about 
noon to-day, and came into our lines in fr'ont of the lead-works. Wil- 
cox’s division is stationed in the trenches, from their right to left, in the 
following order: Anderson’s, Lane’s (in front of lead- works), McGow- 
an’s, Scales’. They were both at Petersburg yesterday, and returned 
late last evening, and they saw no troops in reserve. They have heard 
of no troops amving in that vicinity lately, and they report no recent 
changes within the enemy’s linos. They see wagon trains passing 
b(»th ways on the plank road Avest of the Weldon railroad every day, 
and state that they have no guard with them. 

Very respectfully, 

J. MoEHTBB, 

Captain, &c. 


They also report that Lane’s brigade moved down the railroad a short 
distance this morning on account of some movement observed or sus- 
pected within our lines, but they returned again to their old position. 
Ecspectfully. 

J. MoEHTBB, 

Captain. 


Headquaetees, 
September 2, 186i — 1.80 ni. 

Colonel Sharpe: 

Deserter from Forty-sixth North Carolina, Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s 
division, came into otir lines yesterday morning: Says the cooks that 
brought rations from the l ear reported that Barly had been ordered 
here from the Valley, and that the rumor was regarded as a certainty 
by all the soldiers. Eeports no changes, but tells the old story of want 
in the Oonfedoracy, and the rebellion idayed out. 

’ FEBD. L. MAimiNG, 

lAeutmmt and Aidp-^e-C<Mnp, 


4 a R B— yOli XLII, PT U 
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Headoitartkes, 

September S, 180 J — 7.80 p. m. 

Colonel Sharpe: 

Two deserters from First Confederate Battalion, Davis’ brisado, 
Hetb’s division, bring nothing new. One irom Fifty-first North Caro- 
lina, Olinginan’s brigade, Hoke’s division. He had heard that Early 
was ordered to Petersburg, but finally said that all he heard was origi- 
nated fr-om our papers. May there not bo something in that? 

FEED. L. MANNING, 
Lieutemnt and Aide-do-Camp. 


Prank Eoad SutNAR Station, 

September A*, 1801 — 8.30 <t. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy eontinues active on intrenchments in vicinity and lel't of 
lead-works. All quiet and camps unchanged. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


September 2, 1<S()4. 

Maj. B, F. Fisher: 

Over 100 wagons have been observed moving over road; about three 
fourths of them passed to our left. Little labor has been iierfoi'ined by 
enemy at and to left of exploded fort, 

1. S. LYON, . 
Signal ojlleer. 


[Maj. B. F. Fisher:] 


September 2 , 18 (M. 


Maj or-Geiicral Pick ictt : 


SKriKMiiKU 2, 1801. 


[When will] communicatiioii by telegraph with your hoadipiarlors b<^ (‘oruiibdiMl ? 
What of the ouemy^B canal since last report ? 

G. T. BKAITPKGAKI), 


F. FULLER, 

lAvKtvnunt UH(l Avibuj Officer, 


Major Fisher: 


HEAPqUARTERS TENTH (iOKPS, 

September 1’, Mil. 


Cileneral Beaukkgakp ; 

As soon iis sufficient wire can be had. 


IIEADQUAKTKHH JhCKK'IT’H DiVIHION, 

JSfpiem'btr ASYA/, 


Nothing now about canal since last nmort, 
G. E. PICKKTT, 

Major- < if enairal. 


T. R, CLARK, 
Vaptain, and Signal Ojjieor, 
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[Maj. B. r. Fishee:] 

September 2, 1864—6.25 p. m. 

General Beauregard: 

This last message could not get on account of sun and smoke, but it said some- 
thing about wire can be had and something about the canal. 

G. E. PICKETT. 


E. FULLEE, 

lAetiteiiant and Acting Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Seffiemher 2^ 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. P. Fisher: 

The enemy are working by large detail on new line of works running 
from their main line in vicinity of lead-works southward. The part 
running from sheds on railroad to our right, and connecting with main 
line, has not been worked on before for eight days, movements or 
change of camp visible. 

n. W. FULTOl^, 

Sergeant. 


Septeiviber 2, 1864—6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Several light trains seen on Kichmond road this p. ni. moving toward 
the right. Otherwise the usual quiet has prevailed all day. 

A. C. JOEDAl!^, 

Sergeant. 


Hbqrs. Army op the Potoma.o, Signal Department, 

September 2^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following intercepted 
rebel messages received from the signal officer at Walthall house: 

Sergeant R., 

At a : 

Have there been any movements of enemy since last p. m. ? Watch them and re- 
port their movements. 

B., 

Colonel and Assistant AdjutanUGeneral. 


Colonel B. : 

Could not see any distance before Sam. When fog cleared off, made the follow- 
ing observations : One company of cavalry and one battery of artillery drilling in 
open space to our loft of Cobb's. 

R.; 

Sergeant at C. 

Our officer at the Walthall house states that he observes no changes 
in the rebel line or camps, and no movements. The officer at the plank 
road station reports: 

The enemy are active in improving works on our front ; are building an extensive 
fort in front of woods near lea-d-woriss j have also commenced a new line of works 
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in roar of main lines north-northwest from this station At 8.30 a. in. 200 cavalry, 
followed by twelve wagons, came from woods in front of large fort near Weldon 
railroad ; passed on the east side of fort and took the load running Vest crly. Camps 
unchanged. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. STKYKEll, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


Special Ordees, ) IIbqes. Armies op the XJntteb States, 

No. 80. j Citg Foint, V7r., Hcpfembcr A?, /<S'67. 

I. Brig. Oen. O. S. Ferry, TJ. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved from 
duty in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, and will 
report in person to Maj. Gen. D. N. Couch, commanding D(‘i)artmont 
of the Susquehanna. Capt. H. L. Johnson, assistant adjutant general 
volunteers, has perinission to accompany him. 

^ # 

By command of Lioutonant-Gencral Grant: 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Special Orders, ) IlEADQTrAETERS Army op the Potomac, 

No. 238. i September 3, 186 /. 

******* 

2. The location of the depot for the recuperation of weak and t(nn- 
porarily disabled cavalry horses, made by Maj. Elinor Otis, Fourth 
U. S. Cavalry, special inspector of cavalry for this army, is a])proved. 
The camp for dismounted cavalry will bo at or m^ar tlie doiiot <\stab- 
lished by Major Otis, and said camp is placed under the general super- 
intendence of that officer. 

******* 

By command of Major-General Parke: 

S. WILLIAMS, 

< Assistant Adjutant- QcneraL 


Headquarters Second Army Cords, 

iSeptember 2 ^ I 86 i — 0 Jr> (u m. 

General Humphreys, 

GMef of ^taff: 

The following report is just received: 

IlEADQUAKTERS TiriKI) DIVISION, SKCOND AKMY COUPB, 

September 2, i8(H^ 

Captain Wilson, 

Acting Assistant AHjntanUQencral : 

I have the honor to report that olhcorH m charge of iho pickets inform me that 
there has been a movement on the part of the enemy toward their right. 
Rebpectlully, 

(K MOTT, 
Jfirigad i ir- 0 cneral. 


WFD S. HANGOOK, 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 
ISejptember 2^ 1664, (Eeceived 6.25 a. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

Two deserters liave just come in, one from Malione’s old brigade and 
Due from Wilcox\s old brigade. They are not aware of any movement 
of their troops. 

WlNWJy S. HAI^OOOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General Humphreys : 

I am connecting Tort Crawford and the redoubt at the Strong house 
with a rifle-pit. It requires a great deal of work from my command, 
and I am not able to work any south of the fort at the Strong house. 
I think the Mnth Corps ought to throw their breast- work forward 
there to connect with the fort, as I am doing on the right of it. As 
it is now, the fort is some 200 yards in advance of the rifle-pit. 

WINF'D S. nAli5"COCK, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

• Sepf&tnbet' 2j 1664 — 9 a. m. 

General S. Williams: 

Since my last report fatigue details from this command have been 
working at the fort near the Strong house, the one on plank road, and 
the other at the head of the raihuad cut. About 1,300 men were at 
work last night on the rifle-pit connecting the fort at the Strong house 
with Fort Crawford. The one at Strong house is garrisoned and far 
enough advanced nearly for guns. 

S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Poiomac, 

September 2, 1864. (Sent 10.50 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The rifle-pits south of the Strong house redoubt will be attended to 
by the Ninth Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
S^tember 2, 1664. (Eeceived 10.50 a. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I would like a copy of the dispatch you sent me on the night of the 
24th telling me that a force of the enemy had moved out E'om Peters- 
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bitrg, and that General Warren thought it might he a orkiiig party, &c. 
Colonel Walker had this and sevci-al dispatches on his person when 
captured. 

WINF’D S. nAKCOOK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Aetwy op the Potomao, 

ISeiitember 3, IShl — 11.15 a. m. 

Major-General Hanoock, 

Commanding (Second Corps: 

I send you the dispat<‘li* you ])robahly referred to. I do not find any 
other of similar character. 

A. A. IllTMPHPEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomao, 

September 5, IftOl — 5 p. m. 


Major-General Hancock; 


It is considered that the four guns in Battery No. 20 might be removed 
without materially weakening the line there, and they are therefore 
available for transfer to the line now held by Birney. The ai manient 
for Battery No. 6, near Fort McGilvery, is marked for two 30-pounder 
Parrotts, but the difficulty of supplying them with ammunition makes 
it desirable to substitute two field guns for the armament ol‘ the 
redoubts and batteries, as piescribed in the list. 

A. A. nUMPIlBEYS, 
Major-G&neral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Hecond Arky Oori’s, 

September 3, 18(11. 

Major Duane: 

Is there any name for the fort at the Strong house? One would bo 
very convenient. 

(!. H. MOllGAN, 

Lientenant-CoUmel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQtTAUTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

September 3, 18(11. 

General Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires me to say that 
the order for immediate movement has been countermanded, anil lhal 
the tioops may be allowed to make themselves as comloi table as 
possible. 

I have the honor to b(‘, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 

* Soo lIumiiliK'ys to Ilaucoclc, Auguiit 24, 8.20 p. m., p. 441). 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

JSejptember 2^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Mott: 

General : The major-general commanding thinks you had better 
have your troops between Fort Crawford and the fort at the Stiong 
house moved forward to occupy and complete the rifle i')its now par- 
tially erected. With your left at the fort, near the Strong house, your 
right ought to nearly reach Fort Crawford. The general does not 
desire the camp on the second line struck until the men have finished 
their breast-works. I will go over the line with one of your staff 
oflicers and General Pierce if you desire, and indicate as far as practi- 
cable what the general wishes done. 

Eespectfally, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


IlEADCiUARTERS SECOND ARMY OORPS, 

September 2^ 1864 — 10.40 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General: The major-general commanding instructs me to say that 
he understands thexe is no gairison in the fort on the left of the plank 
road and that he deems it important that a small garrison should be 
put there as soon as possible, particularly to-day, as there are no work- 
ing parties out. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 2, 1864. 

Col. Eobert Mc^Allister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel ; The brigadier-general commanding directs that the troops 
of your command be moved up and complete and occupy the new line 
of workwS. The camps will not be broken up until the breast- works are 
completed. Majjor Willian will accompany you on the line and indicate 
as far as practicable the desires of the general. 

£ am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ J. H. LOCKWOOD, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fietii Army Corps, 

September 2, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

1 have the honor to report everything very quiet in my front 
during yesterday and last night. X send you two citizens, Messrs. 
Burgess and Batonn, who came into our lines this morning and escaped 
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from conscription. They are well posted as to the location of the 
enemy’s works west of this point. One of them, Mr. JBnrgCvSs, is a 
miller and has lived here a lonji time. Two deserters from First Ten- 
nessee Eegiment have just been received and have been sent up. 

O. K. WAEREN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


nEADQtTAETERS AEMY OP THE POTOMAC, 

i^(2^tember 2, 1801 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corpn : 

If the enemy should feel his way up near our left it is the intention 
of the commanding general to move out the available force on the loft 
and the cavalry and attack. He desires, therefore, that you will remain 
prepared for such operation to-day until farther orders. The enemy 
should be closely watched in that direction, and reconnaissances made 
by detachments from the Fifth Corps and from the cavalry to ascertain 
what movements, if any, he is making. 

A. A. HUMPnitEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Brigadier-General (iregg.) 


TTeadquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemiber S, 1861 — 10.10 a. m. 

Major-General IIttmpiirbys, 

Chief of Staff’ : 

Please state what you mean by the “ left ” in your dispatch jnsti re- 
ceived. Is it south or west t 

(1. K. WARREN, 

Major- Genera I, Command i n g. 


nEADQITARTl-iRS ARMY OP THE POTOMAO, 

September 1801 — 10.30 a. mi. 

Ma-jor-General Warren: 

The left of the army was meant. The direction from your eori)8 
would be west or southwest, and even farther round west and south- 
west were the directions in which it was thought reconnaissances should 
be made. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff’. 


Headquarters Army of the I’o'i'omao, 

September S, 1801 — S.IO p. mi. 

Major-General Warren: 


The commanding general desires to know whether you have any 
information as to movements of the enemy in your vicinity. 

A. A. HUMPHREYB, 

, Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 2^ 1864 — 2,30 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have no information whatever of the movements of the enemy near 
me to-day. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septeiyiber 2, 1861 — 7 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I send yon the following, just received: 


Hi:ai)qi^aiu]:rs Kihst Nr,w Jersey Cavalry, 

Setyf ember ?, 1SG4, 

Capt. IT, C. Weir, 

Jasiatant J(ljuiant-General, Second Diriaion, Cavalry Corpa: 

I have the honor to report that I drove in the enemy’s pickets on the railroad to 
witliiu 400 yards of the junction of it with the Dinwiddie Court-House road, at 
which point the enemy appeared in force of about hfty, liring on my men, and on 
the Vaughan road I drove them across the swamp. Both these roads *^they had bar- 
ricaded by trees and wires. Across the swamp they had a camp of cavalry, proba- 
bly a reserve of their pickets. No movement of the enemy could be detected on 
either of these roads. The pickets belonged to Colonel Gregg’s brigade, and were 
picketing strongly. The Second Brigade does not connect with my left, and this 
lino is in good condition, excepting the left, 

JOHN W. KESTER, 
Colonelj Commanding Cavalry Pickets, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 
Major- Genera Z, Command mg. 


Headquarters Second 'Cavalry Division, 

September 2, 1864, 

General Warren : 

The force of the enemy that attacked last evening not ascertained. 
The commander of pickets sends his report to the nearest commander 
of infantry, Geueral Ferrero. I will instruct him to send you a report 
also. 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

September 2^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col, F. T. Locket, 

Amstant Adjntant-Gen&ralj Seadquarters Fifth Army Corps: 

Sir : By an act of treachery on the part of rebel officers, who ap- 
proached our outposts oil the Weldon railroad this morning, two com- 
missioned officers were drawn out of the post and shot 5 one slightly, 
the other severely. They Avere fired 011 by about fifteen men posted 
near where the interview took place, and immediately after the rebel 
officer who conversed with them had left. The above is reported by 
the division picket officer. General Griffin has furnished me with a 
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few of Ill’s sharpshooters, who, T hope, will be able to punish this perfidy. 
As I understood the report our officers were invited out by the rebel 
officers, who waved papers, as if they desired to exeluuift'e ordei's con- 
ceruipg deserters, which have lately been exchanged by the pickets. 
Very respectfully, ypui' obedient servant, 

0. P. STONE, 

Colonel Fourteenth TJ. **?. Infantry, in Temporary Command, 


llEADQXTAETERS PlPTH ARMY OORX’S, 
September 2, 180T. (Eeeeived 1.10 p. in.) 

Brig. Gen. S. W. Ora-weokd, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General : The major-general directs that you keep your command 
to-day in readiness for any emergency that may arise. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOGKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


IlBADQXIARTERS FlPTII ARMY CORPS, 

September 2, IBGi. 

Brigadier-General Crawford, 

Commandi)iy Third, Division : 

General : You will please direct the batteiy with you (the Ninth 
Massachusetts Battery) to report without delay to Colomfi Waxnwright, 
commanding Artillery Brigade. The battery is to bo ixlaccd in tlie new 
fort on the left. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutunt-Gemral. 


llXiJADQXrARTERS NINTII ARMY CoRl’S, 

September 2, iBdf — 1 a. m. 

General nxJMPHREys, 

Chief of StaJ': 

Tour dispatch received.* T have ordered Gimoral Fotter’s division to 
be ill readiness at daylight; also the reserve artillery. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-Genera 1. 


nEAD(iUAXtTERS NiNTIX ARMY ('OlfPM, 

. September 2, IStil — I'.KdO a. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Monroe, 

C/iief of Artillery : 

Colonel : The commanding general directs that yon Iuivm* your re- 
serve batteries ready to move at daylight to tln^ siippoi-f of (Seiiin-al 
Ferrero, should he re(iuiro it. 

Very respectfully, yonr obediimt servant, 

JNO. C. VOirNGMAN, 

A ssistan t A dju la n t- Genera L 


*Soo Siiptomber 1, 11.4.‘^|). m., p, (illf. 
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Headquarters Army Corps, 

September 2^ 186i — 6A5 a. m. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


Everything quiet. 


O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


Brigadier-General Wtllcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps : 

The following dispatch from the signal officer in front of General 
Warren is sent for your information, as the troops referred to are in 
your front: 

Signal Station, Halifax Road, Septemler Sj 1804—8.20 a. m. 
Lieutonant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-Geneo^al : 

ATjout a nrigadG of infantry is now moving on tlio Squirrel road, one mile left of 
lead-works, going toward our left. Another brigade of infantry has advanced from 
the enemy's works left of lead-woiks toward their front in woods, with their right on 
the railroad. Consideiahle activity in all their camps. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staf. 


HEADQtrAE,TERS NiNTH AEMY OOEES, 

September 3, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Brig;. Gen. S. WiLLrAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

1 have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty- 
four hours. Yesterday afternoon the enemy advanced their picket-lino 
across the corn-field and into the woods in my front. Cavalry vedettes 
were heard in the woods during the night. Patrols sent out at day- 
light report that the enemy have withdrawn their picket to the posi- 
tion held by them yesterday a. in. During their stay in the woods 
they blockaded the roads. I reported this morning operations in my 
rear. '' 

' O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 2, 1864 — 11.15 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys: 

1 have just returned from Ferrero’s line. He has a good position. 
With the addition of another battery and a cavalry outpost which I 
have ordered to be furnished, the only weak point on my front seems 
to be the salient where the new work is building, on which the woods 
press too closely, and I have ordered out 100 ax-men to slash that 
down at once. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- Gen eral. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Cori>s, 

No. 161. ) Sej^temher 

# X ■% m * ^ 

5. The Third Maryland Volunteer Battalion is hereby transferred 
from the Second Division, Brigadier-General Potter commanding, to 
the Third Division, Brigadier-General Ilartranft commanding, and the 
commanding officer will report for orders accordingly, 

0. The One hundred and seventy-ninth l^’ew York Volunteers is hereby 
transferred from the Third Division, Brigadier-General Hartranft (joui- 
mandiiig, to the Second Division, Brigadier-General Potter command- 
ing, and the commanding officer will report for orders accordingly 
*»##*## 

By command of Brigadifer-General Willcox: 

JNO. 0. YOUNIJMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- deneraJ. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Se^tmnher 3, 1861 — 13.50 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

Commmding Second Division ; 

General : The commanding general directs that you hold your divis- 
ion in readiness to move at daylight to the support of General Ferrero 
should he requii-e it. General Hartranft will extend his lines so as to 
cover the ground now occupied by your troops in case you are (tailed 
upon to move as indicated above. If you ar(‘ called upon to move, you 
will do so at once, commencing on the* right, leaving General Hartraiift 
to take up the line. Your pickets will not be relieved iiiilil after Gen- 
eral Hartranft shall have got in position. 

1 have the honor to be, general, very resitectfully, your olx'dieut, 
servant, 

JNO. 0. YOUNG MAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- Ocnerai. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Dtv., Oth Army Oorps, 

No. 105. ) Near Weldon Itaib'oad, Va., September 3, Jddd. 

I. The following regiments, viz, Twenty-lirst, Massaehusc'tts Volun- 
teers, Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunt(‘ers, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, One hundred and sovenly-iiinth N<'w York Voluntc(‘rs, 
having been transferred to this division, an^issigm'd as follows: To the 
First Brigade — ^Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunte(‘rs,Thirt.v fifth Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers; to the SiXiond Brigade — Fifty-sixth Miussuchu 
setts Volunteers, One hundred and seventy-ninth New York V'oluntem's. 

II. The commanding officers of the above regiments will report im- 
mediately to Col. John 1. Curtin, commanding First Brigade, and to 
Brig. Gen. S. G. Griffin, commanding yecoud Brigade, respectively, as 
assigned by paragraph I of this order. 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter: 

8AML. WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters I^inth Army Corps, 

8e;pteml)er 2^ 1864 — 12.50 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Hartranpt, 

Commanding Third JDimsion: 

General : The commanding general directs that yon be prepared at 
daylight to extend your line so as to occupy, besides your own posi- 
tion, the front now covered by General Potter^s division, should he be 
called upon to move to the support of General Eerrero. Should the 
movement be made, General Potter’s pickets can be relieved after you 
get fully into position. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

jm. 0. YOUXGMAK, 
Assistatit Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., I^inth Army Corps, 

Ko. 47. ) Ailceyi^s Sousc^ Tu., Sejpt ember P, 1861. 

I. In obedience to Special Orders, 'Eo. 100, paragraph 4, headquar- 
ters Ninth Army Corps, dated September 1, 1804, 1 hereby assume 
command of the Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, temporarily. 

II. Capt. J. D. Bertolette, assistant adjutant-general, is temporarily 
assigned to the division staff. 

III. Lieut. E. A. Watts is announced as aide-de-camp on the staff of 
the general commanding. 

J. F. HAETEANPT, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

S^tember 2^ 1864 — 12.50 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Ferrero, 

Commanding Fourth Division: 

General : The commanding general directs me to say that should 
you be attacked in the morning, .the Second Division and reserve bat- 
teries will be ready to move to youi* support at daylight, and he 
requests that you send him the earliest intelligence possible of any 
movement of the enemy, toward daylight, and to have your command 
in readiness to meet aiiy emergency that may arise. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Seoond Cavalry Division, 

[Sej^tember 2, 1864] — 6.15 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

One of my brigades passed out directly west from General Warren’s 
headquarters at 5 a. m. Last intelligence it was within three-quarters 
of a mile ot the Petersburg and Dinwiddie plank road. But little 
opposition encountered. The brigade at. this time is certainly on the 
plank road, 

^ . D. MoM. GEEGG, 

BrUjadier-Omral 
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry IJordk, 

iSe^teniber JSbJ — 7.j() «. w. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chkf of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General: The brigade hoiit to strike ilie plank road moved at a 
rapid gait, driving pickets before them and reach(‘d a i>oint less than 
three-quarters of a mile from the plank road, when it was met by two 
regiments of cavalry and a section of artillery. Skirmishing began 
when the commander of the brigiule learned that a large force of c<iv- 
alrywas camped three miles south of his position. Tin* roa<l upon 
which the brigade moved strikes tlie plank road two miles from Peters- 
burg and one mile from the first line of works. The brigade coininamh'r, 
satisfied that it was impracticable to acconiifiish the object of the (‘\p(‘,- 
dition, returned with his command, the enemy appearing in his usir 
and using artillery. The cavalry under my command is now massed 
in rear of General Warren’s headquarters, where 1 will await further 
orders. The roads followed is the same as that leading from Wyatt’s. 

I). MoM. GRKGG, 

Brigadier-Gemral of VolmUm'n, OommamUng. 


Headquarters Fietii Army Corps, 

[Sejgtcmbcr 2, /iS’Oi) — .s a, m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

General: Pi’isoners captured inform me that tlu' whole of l)<'ar- 
ing’s brigade was at or in rear of the point where the advanc(‘ regiments 
were met; also that at the ])oint where the road followed by my brigade 
strikes the plank road, and for some distance below, the i)lank road is 
defended by earth- works occupied by infauti y. 

1). M(*M. (lUMGG, 

Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September Jtifit — p. m. 

Brigadier-General Grego, 

Conmmding Ca miry : 


The commanding general desires to know whether yon have any 
information as to movements of the enemy on the hift. 

A. A. llUMPIlItKVB, 
Major-Oeiierul and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Soytember /.%7 — S.:Mp. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac.: 

General: Ho movement of the enemy on the lel‘t has been disc<»v- 
ered. The officers commanding jiickets between railroail and plank 
road have been instructed to send int'onnatiou at once to Ma,for-Gonoral 
Hancock. All quiet on the cavaliy picket-line. 

1). MoM. GUKGG, 
Brigadier- General, Cavalry Corps, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 2^ 1864 — 3.10 j). m. 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

The commanding general desires to know what your losses were, and 
ivhat those of the enemy this morning. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

8ej)te7nher 2j 1864. 

Maj, Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

CM(f of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

Gener AL : In the attempt to reach the x)lank road this morning, three 
[non of the Pirst Maine Cavalry were wounded. Three prisoners were 
:iaptured from the enemy. What other loss the enemy may have had 
LS not known. 

1). McM. GREGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 2^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

ChUf of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

The cavalry is very closely massed in the only open space within our 
lines in this vicinity, a space too small for camping. If the command 
Ls to return to its former camx) I would re(iuest that I may be permitted 
bo wsend a x)ortion away before dark, as the road across to the plank 
road is very dilhcult to travel in the dark. Parties sent out reconnoiter- 
Lng can discover no movement of the enemy in a southwesterly direction. 

D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 


Hatcher’s, Ya., September 2, 1864. 

(Received 9.20 p. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff': 

Is there anything new in your front? 

E. O. C. ORD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 2, 1864. (Received 9.50 p. m.) 

General Ord: 

N o ; nothing new. A column of Gregg’s cavalry made a dash close to 
the Boydton plank road, opposite Warren’s headquarters, this morning 
early, but found the road guarded. The losses on both sides were few. 
Nothing further during the day. 

- A. A, HUMPHREYS, 

Major- Generals 1 
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Fort Monroe Arsenae, Ya., 

September 2^ 1S6L 

Col. H. L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery^ Broadway Landing: 

Sill: Your letter of the 29tli ultimo wais received this morning', and 
in reply I have to btate that the 13-inch shells called for in your reipiisi- 
tion of the 23d instant Avere forwarded to City Toint immediately on 
the receipt of your requisition. With regard to the cartridges for the 
4.5-iiich and 30-pounder rifled guns, 1 would state that some of them 
which have been sent you were prepared at this arsenal and some were 
received from -CfTew York and other arsenals. In preparing thovsc sent 
from this arsenal, cannon powder has been used exclusively for the 4.5- 
inch and mortar powder for the 30-poundcrs. No mixture of difierent 
kinds of powder has been used. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. EDSON, 

Captain of Ordnance^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 2, 1861 — 9 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

• The usual fatigue details on redoubt and work on camp police and 
strengthening ti'enches were carried on yesterday morning. The enemy 
were discovered pushing out a sai> from their line to left of Hare house. 
I opened fire on it with artillery, which brought on a general artillery 
fire from batteries on each side. Our lire was good and stopped the 
work. The taking away of two strong regiments and cavalry iiickets 
from my already attenuated line will compel me to reduce the fatigue 
details on redoubt. It was my understanding that in relieving the 
Eighteenth Corps ii should be massed, cxceiit one division, to hold my 
former line at Spring Hill to support mo holding a threatened line. I 
seem to be called on for all details and my line is very much reduced. 
I shall in a few days fall back to the new line, holding advanced line by 
pickets. 

1). B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 115. ♦ j Before Petersburg ^ Ya., September 2^ 1861. 

# K; * # JJS If 

4. Lieut. Col. R. II. Jackson, awssistant inspector-general, is hereby 
temporarily appointed chief of artillery, and will avssumc the diiti(ss of 
that ofSlco, and the command of the Artillery Brigade, at once. The 
stafi* olficers of the brigade will rejxHt to Lieutenant-Colonel Jack- 
son immediately. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Pirst Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

No, 108, f Before Peter slur Ya,^ Septemler 2^ 1864, 

1. Maj. Yincent B. von Koerber, First Maryland Cavalry, is hereby 
detailed for duty as engineer officer of this division and will report for 
instructions to these headquarters. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEEET, 

Assistant Adfitmt- General, 


Hdqrs. l^iRST Brio., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peierslurg^ Fu., September 1864, 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Asshtant Adjutan t- General : 

Captain: 1 have the honor to report that no clianges Iiave occurred 
in the dispositions of the i*e&eives of the First Brigade. Instructions 
in regard to draining and cleaning the trenches have been received 
and aie being carried out. Tlie officer of the tienches yesterday re- 
j)orted that the enemy were engaged in running a sap near the center 
of our line, which report was at once forwarded to the brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding the First Division, at whose direction Colonel Howell 
opened two guns on tlie working parly. Tlie camp of the Eighty- 
fifth Bennsylvania Yolunteers wa^s shelled yesterday evening, the 
shell x)assing directly over the brigade headquarters. One man was 
wounded, having his arm shot ofi‘. The officer of the trenches reports 
this morning all quiet. The enemy fire<l upon our line continually last 
night, wounding one man of tlio Sixty-second Ohio Yolunteers. Two 
men from the same regiment were wounded by a shell yesterday. The 
enemy is still at work upon his new ditch and fiied from it last night. 
The line (*ould be much improved if some sand-bags were furnished. 
It is (luite weak in some ifiaees. The casualties named are all that oc- 
curred ill the past twenty-four hours. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANTCIS B. POKD, 

Colonel Sixty-seeond Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg, First Brigade, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Wear Petersburg^ September 2^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant’- Oeyxeral^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : 1 have the honor to report that during the xiast twenty- 
four hours there have been no unusual movements on the i)art of the 
enemy. On the light of my line the ti’ooi)s are engaged in policing, 
strengthening, and raising the parapets and cutting abatis to be placed 
on that front 5 on the center, Colonel Barton^s brigade in policing 
trenches, &c.; on my left, in raising and strengthening the parapets 
and draining the low ground mentioned in Captain Briscoe’s report 
A covered way is nearly completed from the reserves to the trenches, 
materially shortening the distance heretofore necessary to go in order 
to reach the fi-ont. Sinks have been dug some distance to the rear, 
connected with the trenches by a covered way. 

EespectfuUy, yours, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Oomman ding. 


43 R R — VOL 3XII, PT U 
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War Department, 
Sei^tember 1S61 — 8 m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The telegraph line between I^ashvillc and Chattanooga being broken 
we have had nothing soutli of Kashville to-day, and the next intelli- 
gence firom Atlanta may come through the Eichmoud papers. If you 
get anything from that source please transmit to this De])artment. 

EDWINT M. STANTON, 

Secretary of ^Yar, 


City Point, Va., September 3^ JfSOd — 6.30 p. m. 

(Eeceived 11 p. in.) 

Hon. G. Y. Fox, 

Assistant Secretary of the JYavy: 

It is impossible at this time to say what effect Sherman’s victory may 
have on the time of undertaking the enterprise you speak of. 

U. S. GKANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Provost-Marsual-General’s Department, 

September 3^ 1861. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two devsertors from Finegan’s and one from Harris’ 
brigade report no change within the enemy’s lines. They have heard 
of no troops arriving at Petersburg, either by rail or in any other way. 
They left their picket-line last night and arrived here this morning. 
Very respectfully, 

J. MoENTEE, 

Captain^ ike. 


Jordan’s House, September 3, 1861—11 a. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

About fifty horses are grazing in front of Whitehead’s Factory. A 
train of cars is now standing on the Eichmond railroad opposite this 
X)lace and about one-third of a mile from Archer’s battery toward 
Petersbui*g. Many soldiers without arms and citizens are going from 
Petersburg on the railroad toward the train. There is a rebel station 
of observation in a small house in front of the train. The enemy are 
still at work on Archer’s battery^ also on the earth-work opposite the 
Eushmore house. Three limbers for heavy pieces are in the works. 
The rebel signal officer reports the drilling of cavalry and artillery near 
Cobb’s. Wagons moving to and from Bermuda Hundred and over 
pontoon. I send his last message. 

Colonel Vknakle : 

No farther inovomout. I report ovory moveraont aH soon as it takes place. 

R., 

Sergeant at C. 

T. E. OLAEK, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 
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Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of htaff: 

The within is forwarded. Perhaps some portions maybe of interest. 

B. E. EISHEB, 

Major, 


September 3, 18G4 — 5.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. E. Eisher: 

xV new line of works appeared this morning extending along the 
ridge of the high ground near Petersburg. It forms a second continu- 
ous line from rear of exploded fort to three-quarters of a mile to lett. 
Enemy are at work on exploded fort and at other points to left. 

I. S. LYON, 

Lieutenant and Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

SejJtember 3^ 1861 — 9 a, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Since last report little has been done on my lines. I received no noti- 
fication as to whether there was any necessity for the troops remaining 
in readiness to move during the day, and was therefore able to work 
but a small party. 1 have, however, about 2,500 men at work this 
morning, and am now occupying the fort at the Strong house, and have 
moved forward and occupied the rifle-pit now being constructed 
between it and Eort Crawford. The Ninth Corps have not taken any 
steps apparently to connect on the other side. 

WINE^D S. HANCOCK, 

' Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 5, 1861, (Ecceived 7.15 p. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

The Ninth Corps have not come forwai'd to the fort yet. My line has 
gone forward, and I think they should have a practical connection. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 5, 1861. (Sent 7.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The delay in the connection of the Ninth Corps line with the Strong 
house redoubt was perhaps unavoidable, or from some misapprehension. 
It will be made to-morrow morning the first thing. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

ISei)tember 3, ItihL 

Lieutenant’ Colonel Moroan, 

Inspector-General^ Second Corps: 

Ho system of designation lias been establislied for redoubts and bat- 
teries. It is the custom to designate them from their locality as the 
Strong house redoubt, or from their character, as the redan or the 
fourteen-gun battery, or the large redoubt of tlie plank road. Ho 
name has been selected for the redoubt near the Strong liouse. 

A. A. TlUMPirPEYS, 
Major-General and Cliuf of Staff, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September IbOl, 

Col. Robert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel; The brigadier-general commanding directs me to say that 
the part of the new parapet nearest the fort is vseeu by the enemy. 
Brush should be thrown up in front of it. The trooi)s in camping will 
leave a street between their front tents and the parapet, so that it can 
be used as a parade ground and for the passage of troo})s along the 
rifle-pits. Streets will be cut to the rear without delay, so tliat every 
regiment will have a road to pass to the roar in case they are moved at 
any time. An abatis of sharx)ened timber or stakes will be i)ut up 
about 200 yards in front of the rifle-pits and paths made for the pickets 
to pass in and out. There are some old rifle-pits near tlie ibrt in trout 
of your new rifle-pits, which you will destroy. You will also i)repare 
an abatis and place it in front of the fort. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMBS JI. LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-GeneraL 

(Same to Brig. Gen. B. R. Pierce, Second Brigade.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

St :ff‘ ,iil“ r y, 18(>J, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oe^ieral : 

I have the honor to report that the Third DivivSiOTi (Crawford’s) moved 
out yesterday at 3 a. m. to support the movement of General Gregg’s 
cavalry. The division returned to its former camp about 7 a. m. Two 
officers, First Lieutenant Buckingham, One hundred and forty-sixth 
Hew York Volunteers, and Lieutenant Green, Fifth H<*w York Vohin- 
teers, were shot by rebel sharpshooters yesterday morning at the picket- 
line near the Davis house. Lieutenant Buckingham diinl from the 
wound received. Everything very quiet during the day and night. 

(L K. WARRKH, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Headquarters Pieth Army Corps, 

September 3^ 1864, 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

While in iny present position T deem it necessary that I should have 
an additional force of cavalry under my direct command of at least 200 
men. General Gregg is distant from me, and only pickets from the 
railroad around to the eastward, and I continually wish information 
from the west and southwest. I got no information the other day when 
the enemy’s cavalry diove our pickets in before the enemy himself 
apjieared, and if our cavalry pickets should be driven in there by a line 
of battle of infantry I should have no notice at all. My escort amounts 
to only titty, and this for patrolling, provost duty, &c., within the lines 
gives me nothing to send out. 

Jiespectfally, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sej^tember 5 , 18 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Gregg has been directed to send the detachment of 200 cav- 
alry asked for by you. 

A. A. HHMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Euptii Army Corps, 

September 3^ 1864, 

Major Huane, 

Engineer Corps : 

Your fort on the road north of my headquarters has the defects on 
its north and south fronts that I cautioned you against. The flank 
angle is in the prolongation of the interior crest of the face of the 
bastion that flank is made for. It should have been on the prolonga- 
tion of the exterior crest or bet^^een that and the prolongation of the 
S(5aiT). By your present arrangement the flank is unduly increased, 
the interior si)a(*e correspondingly diminished, and the excess of earth 
in front of the curtain, which i)erfect flanking arrangement requires to 
be removed, is very much increased in amount. On the whole, the 
defect 1 speak of is one which diminishes the interior space (a thing 
always to be avoided), increases the length of the parapet and labor of 
construction without benefit, and increases the dead spaces in front of 
the curtain. Your west front was so far from meeting flanking princi- 
ples that 1 remodeled ifc myself. Your east front has no flanking 
arrangements, though it admitted of the same as I iflaced on the west 
front. What 1 (‘onsider errors in this work T have seen committed 
before, and would invite your attention to them for the sake of all 
concerned. 

G. K. WAEEBJS-, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 


(Same to Captain Howell.) 
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Office of Peovost-Maeshal-Geneeal, 

Armies Opeeating Against Eiohm:ond, Va., 

September 3, 1861. 

Major-General Waeebn : 

Mt Dear General: When the family of refugees sent in by you 
came in 1 found they had an abundance of Southern States money, but 
otherwise were destitute of pecuniary means. The young child had 
the whooping cough, and two of the children were without slioes. Tlu> 
papers I could have given them would probably have insured their 
being forwarded to Philadelphia, with sundry delays while waiting on 
officials at sundry points. Besides, Ihadno way of ])ro\i(ling for their 
suboihtence, and on deliberation I handed to Mrs. Flowers the sum of 
$100, as I gathered from your not** that the boys had really rendeiH'd 
you servi<'e. It seemed to me that such people vShould not go forward 
as mendicants, and 1 thought you would approve i1. If this be so, 
will you please sign the within and return them to me through adju- 
tant-general’s office? 

Very respectlully, 

GKOEGE II. SITAEPE, 

Colonel, (He. 


IIeadcjitaetees Fifth Army Corps, 

September 3, 1861. 

Brigadier-General GEjp'PrN, 

Commanding Fmt Division: 

General : Will you have directions given to the brigade camped 
near the fort on our left to be prepared to oc(“ui)y i( at short nolice, to 
clear the entrance through the camp, so that artillery can enter and 
throw any abatis that may be inside the lort outside of the ditch on 
the northwest and southwest fronts I 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

A ssisUin t Adjutant- General. 


IlEAD(itTAETERS KlNTII ARMY CORPS, 

September 3, 1861 — !) a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

1 have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty- 
four hours. All roads in front of the corps have Ix'cn well blo(*kaded. 
Scouts report no change in the enemy’s line this morning. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
llrigadier- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

September 3, 1864. 

Corps : 

Please have the connection of your ride-pits with the redoubt at the 
Strong house made to-day and the line occupied. 

A. A. IIUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Brigadier-General Willcox, 

Commanding Ninth 
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IIBADQUARTEES I^INTH COEPSj 

S^temler 3^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys: 

Your dispatch, received. My line does not extend to the redoubt at 
the Strong house. There are troops of Second Corps on my right. If 
an engineer officer will meet me I will arrange my line so as to make 
the connection. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 5, 1864. 

Brigadier^General Willcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The commanding general learns that the line of the Xinth Corps is 
not yet connected with the Strong house redoubt. He desires to know 
why the delay occurs. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

[Firgt andorsemont ] 

HBABQUAUTERS jCrUiTTH ABMT OoEPS, 

September 3, 1864. 

Eespectfully referred to Brigadier-General ITartranffc, who will please 
return with remarks. 

By command of Brigadier-General Willcox: 

JNO. 0. TOUlS’GMAljr, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

[Socond indoraoment ] 

Heabquartees Third DmsioN, Ninth Army Corps, 

Sejptember 3, 1864. 

Eespectfully returned. 

No axes could be iirocured until nearly night to cut timber for the 
work, but every preparation was made to connect the line early in the 
morning. 

J. P. HAETEANFT, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Begitemher 3, 1854. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

In answer to your inquiry I have to state that a messenger from an 
engineer officer reported to me about 3 p. m. that the new line was 
staked out and that he was sent to show its location. This was the 
first information since my dispatch to you this morning. I at once sent 
him to General Hartranft with an officer and orders to go to work at 
once and occupy the line this morning. But the general reported about 
5 o’clock that the tools were all in use. You will remember the loft of 
the line is being rebuilt. Meantime tools are got up and the work shall 
be prosecuted with vigor to-morrow. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

Septemher 8j 1864, 

Brigadier-General Greo-o, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac : 

The major-general commanding directs that you send a detachment 
of 200 cavalry to report for duty to Major-General Wari’en, until further 
orders. 

A. A. nUMPITKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Oorps, 

September 3, 1861, 

Major-General Ord: 

My Dear General: I have just received the Eiehmond paper and 
thank you for it. Notliing new. L have just had some iirisoners ; they 
say everything is quiet. The enemy’s brigades do not, I lind, number 
more than 400 to 600 men so far as I have examined the prisoners, and 
I have had many. 

WlNFl) S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 


Water Battery, September .9, 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Captain Norton, 

Chief Signal Offioer^ Bntlefs Headquarters: 

The rebs are evidently building a magazine in their now works this 
a, m. They have a line of short ritle-pits iutrimching from the works 
to the river. 

PAETPJDGE, 

Signal Officer. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 30. f Jkfore Petersburg j Va.^ September 3^ 1861. 
Capt. C. M. Kobins, commissary of subsistence of volunteers, is hereby 
announced as the acting chief commissary of subsistence of tJie cor])s. 
By command of Maj. Ci^en. 1), B. Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adj%f,tant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September .9, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Nothing new on our lines. During cheering of troops as to Atlanta 
news the enemy opened upon us. This caused a little more than usual 
iiring. Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery, my chief of artillery, died sud- 
denly yesterday from effects of chloroform tak<m during amiiutation of 
linger, wounded at battle Deep Bottom. 1 have appointed Lieutenant- 
Colonel Jackson, acting chief ai‘tillery. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 
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Headquartees Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

l^ear Peter shiirg. Ycu, 8eptemher <?, 1864. 

Lieut. Ool. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adpitant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I liave the honor to rexoort that during tlie past twenty- 
four hours there has been no movement on the part of the enemy on 
my front or change in the disposition of my own command. The troops 
ot Colonel 0 unis’ brigade are engaged in strengthening and repairing 
the intrenehments and abatis. Colonel Barton’s line being situated on 
higher ground is more easily repaired, and the improvements in prog- 
ress on the intrenehments and for policing are nearly completed. A 
l)ortion of Colonel Osborn’s line is on low ground and requires consid- 
erable time and labor to put it in x>roper order. Ilis troops are engaged 
in raising the paiapet and forming a suitable banquette. I coi)y the 
following extract troni Colonel Osborn’s report regarding policing on 
his part of the line: 

By persistent efforts in tlio last-namocl my trenches have been brought from the 
extremely lilthy condition in which 1 lound them to a state in whi< h it is ]) 0 &sible 
for mon^ to live with the h <)])0 ol retaining their health. As they are in a hollow, 
the drainage is vei y difficult, but I ho^ie to succeed in accomplishing it by running 
a drain 200 or 300 yards to the rear. 

Very resi)ect fully, yours, 

R. S. EOSTEE, 
Brigad ler~ General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 5, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

Captain Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Cavalry Division : 

Captain: A re])ort has just come in from Major Baker from Syca- 
more Church.* He reports that a train of two wagons, escorted by a 
non-commissioned officer and six men, was attacked whilst returning 
from his camp to these headquai'ters j three of the men and six 
of the mules were captured. A force was sent in x>ursuit that came 
upon the enemy in superior force and there was a severe fight. Cap- 
tain Hamilton, who was in command of the purvSuing party, was com- 
pelled to fall back with the loss of 1 man killed and 3 wounded. 
Captain Hamiltoii was slightly wounded. The rexiort <loes not state 
either time or place, and is rather indefinite. Major Baker does not 
ask for assistance. I infer that it occurred early this morning as the 
regiment was taking up its position at Sycamore Church. 1 have sent 
for fiHther x^articulars. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigad ier- General. 

[Indorscnjont.] 

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 5, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Eospectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general com- 
manding. 

All quiet on the line of the Second Division. 

D. MOM. GEBGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Second Division. 


See Part I, p. 842. 
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HDyEs. Second Div. Oavaley, Army op the Potomac, 

Septeniler 3, 1864. 

Brig. Gen, A. V. Katttz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: General Gregg directs me to ask wliat portion of tlie 
rigM of your line lie sliall relieve when j'on send the eight comxianies 
of the First District of Columbia Cavaliy to this eoinuuind, and when 
you purpose sending them. This question with a view to ascertain the 
time and the point to be taken up by this division. Your eoinnmnica- 
tion received just now. Ascertain particulars. Latest news from At- 
lanta say that Hood left his works, went and fought Sherman, and was 
whipped. Tlie coips which Sherman left in front Atlanta marched 
into Atlanta, and occupies the place. Very quiet here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WBIE, 
Assi.<it(tnt Adjnlant- General. 


City Point, Va., S^tember 4, 1864. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Army of ihe Votomae: 

A lino should bo selected at once in rear of our present lino, and fac- 
ing from it, which can bo taken at any time if the enemy should come 
iiiifrom the roar. Some preparation should also be taken to make it 
defensible. If Major Duane is not able "for such duty no one could 
select such a lino better than General JJumphreys, 

U. S. GEAFTT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


City Point, Va., Fieptemher 4, 1864. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

A scout sent from Washington to Gordonsville, and who loft the lat- 
ter phice on the 1st instant, reports that Early’s tor(*os commenced 
passing there on tho 28th, on their way to Richmond, and w(*ro .still 
passing when he left. They avowed their inirpose of driving us from 
the WSdon road, Breckinridge was left in the Valley with orders to 
hold it. A close watch must bo kept upon tho enemy, and every ])rop- 
aration made to receive an attack. My own impression is that if the 
enemy attack, and I expect it, he will hold his imescnt lines fronv the 
James Eiver to tho Weldon road W'ith a force not exceeding tlireo 
divisions. With the balance they will likely march entirely around 
OTU' left and attack in roar near the Jerusalem idank road. Sliould 
they do so, all our troops to tho h'ft of the point of attack should bo 
instructed to move at once against the enemy, leaving only garrisons 
for the inclosed works. All troops to tluj right should also be taken fr) 
face the enemy, leaving not to exceed 2,000 men to the mile to hold 
the intrenehments. With ]>roper vigilance the cavalry will be able to 
give timely notice of tho point of atfcick, if made. 

U. B. GRANT, 
lAeutenmt- General. 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Sej^tember 4, 1864. 

Lienteoiant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies of the United States: 

Your two dispatelies leceived. Immediate arrangements will be 
made to meet the contingency promptly. The lookout at Friend’s 
house reported to-day a column of troox)s, 2,500 strong, moving on the 
road from Richmond to Petersburg. 

JNO. G. PAEKB, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


City Point, Va., September 4, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I will be at your headquarters at 10.30 to-morrow (IMoiiday). Gen- 
eral Grant Avishes me to consult you and Major Duane about a line in 
our rear. 

J. G. BAENTAED, 

Brevet Major-General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

September 4, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from Finegan’s brigade, who left his picket- 
line last night,^ reports no changes within the enemy’s lines. He has 
heard nothing indicating the recent arrival or departure of troops. 
Very resiiectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain. 


P. S. — There are 110 regiments, or twenty-two brigades, in our front 
(south of Appomattox Eiver). By general comparison of deserters’ 
statements ljudge that these regiments do not average 200 men each. 
Eespcctfully, 

J. McE. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 4, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from Mahone’s division, who left their 
picket-post this morning about sunrise, just arrived here, and report 
no changes in the position of the enemy. Law’s brigade, of Field’s 
division, is lying in a ravine in rear of Mahone. One of these men has 
friends in the brigade, and saw them there last evening. They have 
been lying in that i)ositiou since General Hancock’s fight at Eeams’ 
Station, and informant states that while he was with the Fourth Ala- 
bama (Law’s brigade) last evening they received orders to be ready to 
march at a moment’s notice. Other slight indications that another 
light was in prospect induced these men to leave this morning. One 
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of those men, from Ninth Alabama, states that Ihorearo oi^^hty -seven 
muskets in his regiment, and not inoie than 000 in the brigade, lie is an 
intelligent man, and has a good general idea ot‘ enemy’s organization. 
He is certain that the brigades of AFahone’s division do not averagie 
800 men, and from general observation,^ he thinks, the otlier brigades in 
HilPs corps very little larger. The brigades of Lee's army, ho thinks, 
will not average 1,000 men. Law’s brigade, ho thinks, is the only one 
of FiekPs in our front. Neither ot* these men have heard ol the arrival 
of lrooi)s from Early or elsewlieie. Provisions for Alahono’s division 
are all cooked near the South Side Railroad de])ot and carried to the 
front everyjiightby the cooks. It is fiom them that the men gcneially 
get the iK^rs, and they think had any troox)s arriv(Hl th(‘re by rail they 
would have heard of it. 

Very respectful]} , your obedient servant, 

J. MoENTEE, 

Captain^ tOc. 


Plank Uoxd SiaNAL Station, 

J^ioptemher /, 18 f) I — 6 JO p, m. 

Major Fisher : 

At 12 m. a train of twelve wagons loaded with forage eame from our 
left, moving toward Petersburg, Euemy^s lines unusually quiet. 

• II. W. FULTON. 


September 1, 1864 — 7 p. m. 

MaJ. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

There has been considiwable stir in enemy^s lines this p. in., but I 
have not been able to (*atoh any movement of account. One piece ot 
artillery and caisson mov(‘(l out of town toward the left at p. in. 
Several small sejuads of infantry moving in different directions all 
p. m., but nothing heavy. 

A. 0. JORDAN, 

8(rgv<(nt, 


Spe<tal Orders, \ Headquarters aimv oe the Poi'omac, 

No. 240. i September /, 18(11. 

'I’lie leave of absence recently granted to P>rig. (ien. J. White, U. S. 
Yoluiitecrs, hy the commander of the Ninth Oorps, lor the benetitof his 
health, is extended ten days. 

By command of Major-(Jeneral Paik<‘: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
AHHhtdut A <ijut<(nt-(Jener((J. 


JTEAD<iTTARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAd, 

i8(pf ember /, 1801. 

M ajor-( X eneriil IT ANeo< Tc, 

Commanding Hecond Corps : 

The following dis])atch^ from the lieutenant-general commanding 
the armies in the field is s<mt for your information and guidance. The 

^ See (Jrant; to J^arko, koginumg — ^A liuc, iSec., p. 6S2. 
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major-general commanding directs that corps commanders holding on 
the left of the plank road so arrange their troops and artillery on the 
left of that road that they may he withdrawn promijtly, with the excep- 
tion of the garrisons and armaments of the inclosed works, which will 
remain to hold the line. The corps commanders holding on the right 
of the plank road will so arrange their troops as to he able at any mo- 
ment to withdraw all but 2,000 men to the mile, and move them 
promptly to meet an attack from the rear. They will also keep in view 
the contingency of holding the line solely with the inclosed works as 
far as the Hare house. Their reserve artillery will likewise he held 
ready to move. A line will he at once selected in rear of the line now 
held upon which to meet an attack upon the rear. Due notice will ht‘ 
given of the positions to he occupied in it by the difterent corps ni)on 
the hapx)eiiing of such contingency. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Majo'i'’ General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Generals Warren, Birney, and Willcox.) 


Headquaeteks Army of the Potomac, 

Scpiemher i, 1S6I — 0.35 m. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock: 

The following dispatch* has just been received from Lieutenant- 
General Grant. The commanding general directs that youcauvsethe 
instructions it conveys to he at once complied with so far as your com- 
mand is concerned. 

S. WILLIAMS, 

A ss i sta nt A dj utant- General. 

(Same to Major-General Birney.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Sej^iemher 4, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

In view of the information you scud I would like to suggest the ex- 
pedienciy of putting a redoubt at the Smith house and one at the 
Williams house, if time permits, [.s*?VJ tlie road from the plank road to- 
ward Gurloy^s, properly Smith’s, which is in a considerable clearing 
on higli ground. There, ahso, are roads more or less good running to 
the railroad. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 4^ 1864. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Secona Gorjgs : 

A line will he thrown up at once from Warren’s left to the Williams 
house, and cover for as much artillery as can be established at the 

* Soe Grant to Parke, beginning — ^A scont, &o., p. 682, 
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Willinius liouso aiul Smith house; redoubis will be put up there if 
time admits, which is doubtful. The redoubt at the Gurley house will 
be worked at to-uight. 

A. A. IIUMIMIUEYS, 

Major- Qemrul and Ohio/ of istaff. 


Special Oudees, ) IlDCiua. Aiity. Biiiu., Ho Aemy Ooups, 

No. 143. i Se^temher -i, ISO'L 

* * ■* m » * * 

The batteries on the lino will be in readiness to move at short notice, 
but will not hiteh and harness until further orders. Batteries not on 
the line will be ready to move at very short notice, but will not hitch 
and harness until further orders. 

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Oeders, ) Hdqes. Abty. Brig., 2d Army Corps, 

No. 143. i Sejgfemher 4, 1864. 

During the temporary absence of Maj. John G. Hazard, Oapt. P. M. 
Edgell, First New Hampshire Battery, senior officer, will assume com- 
mand of the bi'igade. 

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard; 

U. 1). EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September -i, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General; In reply to yours of the 3d instant I would state that 
General Meade, in conversation at my headquarters on the morning 
after the battle at Beams’ Station, did say that you had from 1(),000 to 
20,000 trooiis at youi‘ command. To make this number it was umhjr- 
stood that ho (General Meade) included General Willcox’s division, of 
the Ninth Coips, and the parts of two brigade's from this division, which 
were ordered to report to you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obc<lien(, st'r\'ant, 

G. MOTT, 

ISrigadiur-Gencral of Volunteers. 


IlEAIXiUAKTKUS Sl'K’OND ARMY CoRPS, 

Sei)fember 4, Mil. 

Brig. Gen. G. Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General: The major-general eommanding desires yon to hold your 
lino with not more than 2,000 men to (he nulc of in(r<'nehments on the 
right of the plank road. < )n ( he lelt pr(*parationa will be made to hold 
the, lines by means of the redoubt on the plank road and the one at the 
Strong hous<' and (In' usual i)iek<‘,l. To (his end the abatis will be per- 
fected and the ground cleared ns wt'Il as prsw'ticable, to allow the forts 
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to liave a lair sweep. Any remains of old iiitrenchments on this front 
must be taken down. The general desires yon to select a good reliable 
commander for each of these forts. The one at the Strong house will 
be garrisoned by about fOO and Fort Crawford by about 600 men. Fur- 
ther instructions will be given after an examination of the line in the 
morning, but meanwhile you are requested to keep your men at work 
as indicated. These preparations are very necessary, as information 
has been received that Early has retired from the Valley and an attack 
is expected in the direction of the Jerusalem plank road, which it will 
require all available troops to meet. The general would like the picket- 
line of the enemy in your front disposed of as soon as you consider the 
nights favorable. He also wishes you to caution your commanders to 
watch the movements of the enemy, reporting any changes in their dis- 
positions of troops. 

I am, general, very respectfully, youi‘ obedient servant, 

AYM. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant AdjiitanPQeneraL 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

iSeptemler J, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand, 

Commanding First Brigade: 


General: It is reiiorted that General Early, with his corps, is com- 
ing down and will probably make an attack on or near the Jerusalem 
plank road. You will make arrangements so that you can hold the works 
with about one-half of your brigade and the artillery. You may have 
to withdraw the balance at anytime. The instructions are to hold the 
intrenchments with 2,000 men to a mile. I estimate your front at 
about one-half a mile, and think the above number can be withdrawn. 
You will caution your command to be very watchful and report any 
movement of the enemy without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 




Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 4, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. B. E. Pierce, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

General: The brigadier- general commanding directs me to inform 
you that it is reported that General Early, with his corps, is coming down 
and will probably make an attack on or near the Jerusalem plank road. 
You will select a good reliable commander for the fort near the Strong 
house. You may have to withdraw your command, with the exception 
of 400 men for the garrison at the fort, and your pickets at any moment. 
In the meantime you will keep your nien at work to perfect the abatis, 
and have the ground cleared so that the guns at the fort will have a 
fair sweep. Any remains of old intrenchments in front should be taken 
down. You will caution your command to be very watchful and report 
any movement of the enemy without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. LOCKWOOD, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adgutant-General. 



[Chap, LIY. 


6)^8 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. ANB N. 0. 

Confidential.] IIdqks. Third Div., Second Army Corps, 

Se^temier 4, 1864. 

Col. Eobert McAllister, 

Gomnianding Third Brigade: 

Colonel : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
inform you that it is repoited that General Eai'ly is coming down and 
will likely make an attack on or near tbe Jerusalem plank road. You 
will i)crfect the abatis in your front and around tbe fort. A good com- 
mander will be select(‘d for the fort and a garrison of 600 men for tbe 
same. It may be necessary to withdraw the rest of your forces, with 
the oxcei)tion of your picket-line, at any moment. In the meanwhile 
keep your men at work as above, and have tbe ground cleared as well 
as practicable to allow tbe forts to have a fair sweep. Any old breast- 
works in your front will be destroyed. 

I am, colonel, very respectlully, your obedient seiwant, 

J. H. LOCKWOOD, 

Limtenunt and Aciing Annistant A.ljutant-OeneraL 

You will instruct your picket to bo very watchful and your men vig- 
ilant, and report pjoiupily to these headquarters any movements or 
changes of the enemy. 


UeADQ DARTERS ElFTII ARMY CORPS, 

S^temher 4, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Asmtant Adjutant-Ocncral: 

1 have the honor to rep(»rt that nothing of importance occurred in 
my front during yesterday or last night. Details numbering ^,400 
men were at work yesterday on the defenses. 

G. K. WAEKEK, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headqdar'I’ers Fifiti Army Cotips, 

iSeglfiiilicr 4, 1801 — 9.40 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj ntant- General : 

Two deserters from C(»bb’s Legion ^Georgia cavalry) came in last 
evening. They say they belong in Maine, and were conscripted about 
three months ago. They are now on their way to army headquarters, 
mounted on their own horses. 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

/SepteDiiber 1, 1804 — 9 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has taken place on 
my line during the last twenty-four hours. Scouting parties report the 
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enemy st ill in our front, but not in large fon^e ; cm* of tlieir vedette ])osts 
was found this niornii^g abandoned. 3 inel('S(‘ a document printed in 
German, ])icked up between our lines and tho>s(^ ot* the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedieni servant, 

O. r>. WILLCOX, 
Brifjadkr-Generalj Commanding, 


Headquarters Xintu Aeimy Corps, 

l^ej>temher 4^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Army of the Vofomac : 

The tbllowing report has been ree(‘ived from the Third I^ivision officer 
of the day : 

Tlie ])iokct-]inc of 8(‘con<l Brio ado lias ]>ceii advanced 100 yards in advance of tlio 
ground occupiod this inorning. The liucs on th<‘ left of tho First P)rii»ade and right 
of Third Brigade were advanced io form a eoinplot<‘ conneclion. S<*ouis were sent 
out. On return report the enemy’s vedettes on thi* edge of the voods; also report 
tho enemy very busy at work on ibrtilicatioiis 800 yards ])oy(*nd the vedettes. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- OcneraL 


Headquarters Xintii Army Corps, 
September i, 186J, (licceived 1.15 p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chi(f of Btaff: 

General ITartranft reports tlmt the work connecting with the redoubt 
at the Strong house will be entirely completed this afternoon. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September ISGi — 9,80 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Willoox, 

Commanding Kinth Corps : 

Tho major-general commanding directs that you at once have all rhe 
for(*e •[)ossible jmt U])on the construction of theredi mbt at tho Gxu'ley house 
and u])on the line from the Gurley lious<^ to Warren’s loft, and that the 
work be pushed to completion as rapidly as possible. INlajor MichlcT 
will have the line from the Gurley house to the Williams house staked 
out lo-moiTow morning and ivill inform you m soon as it ivS done. The 
commanding general directs that you at once put upon it as strong work- 
ing parties as practicable and have it tiuishod as soon as ])()ssible. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8iajf, 


Headquarters Xinth Army Corps, 

September 4^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I can luit about 3,000 colored troops on tho work at the Gurley house 
and line connecting with Warren in tho morning. Five hundred white 
ti'Oops are detailed fo)‘ the <‘orduroy road and it will require a consider- 
4.4 R R— YOL XLII; PT II 



690 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[(^IIAP LIV. 


able force to slash trees in front of the new line toward retcrsbnrg' so 
as to give an unobstructed view from oue main redoubt to the other. 
As soon as a lino is staked out from the Gurley to Williams hoirse 1 
will throw on it all the available white troops, say two-thirds, exclusive 
of the parties on the road. Please telegraph me if this arrangement is 
satisfactory to the major-general commanding. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- Qoneral. 


IlEADQTJAETERS AKMV OP THE POTOMAO, 

He^temher J, 1861. 

Bx’igadier-General Willoox, 

Commanding Ninth Corpti: 

Your dispatch received. The work on the Gurley house redoubtand 
the luic from there to Waiien’s liiu* .should be commenced at once and 
coutiuued thi-ough the night. Tlie .slashing you mentioned should bo 
continued to-morrow. One-half the available white troops for the line 
between the Gurley and Williiims hou.se would bo better than two- 
thirds. 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IlEADCiUARTEES AllMY OP THE POTOMAO, 

8ei>tcmber 4, 1861. 

Brigadier-General "Willcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Major Duane says the engineer ollicer who staked the work out is at 
the Gurley house with the engineer comirany there. lie belongs to the 
Fiftieth Xew York. Major Duane is instructed to order him to report 
to you in person at once. 

A. A. nUMPTlBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headqtjaetees Second Divi.sion, Oavaley Corps, 

September 4, 1864. 

Major-Geucral Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : All quiet along cavahy line of pickets. 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General 


Hbaiiquartebs Army op the Potomac, 

S^tember 4, 1864 — 8.1i0 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Greog-, 

Commandmg Cavalry : 

Information has been received of the passage through Gordonsville, 
on their way to Eichmond and Petersburg, of a largo part of Early’s 
troo])s, beginning on the 28th ultimo and continuing when the inform- 
ant loft there on the 1st instant. The lieutenant-general commanding 
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tl)e ai'mies in the field anticipates an attack, and from the rear, and the 
major-general commanding enjoins strict vigilance on the part of all 
the troops, but especialy upon the cavalry. Please let me know with 
some detail the line of cavalry pickets, and have them pushed out as 
far as practicable, particularly on the west and southwest. The various 
attacks on the cavalry pickets a few days ago may have been for the 
pur];)ose of ascertaining the best mode of approaching and attacking 
our rear, and the pickets should, therefore, be pushed out farther, 
PJeaso enje^n upon all the necessity of prompt and rapid communica- 
tion of intelligence of the enemy. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of htaff. 


Headquabtees Abmy of the Potomac, 

Sej)tC7nher 1864. 

Brigadier-General Gbeogt, 

Go^mianding Ga valry : 

In the event of an attack by the enemy on our roar, it is probable 
their cavalry would endeavor to cross the Blackwater at some points 
below where we hold, and come up upon our trains between City Point 
and our lines. Please keep this in view as among the contingencies. 

A. A. irUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Special Obbebs, ) Hbqbs. Abmies of the TJniteb States, 

Ko. 87. 3 City Pointy Tu., SexHeniber i, 1864. 

# •# X t # 

IV. On surgeon^s certificate of disability, leave of absence for fifteen 
days is hereby granted Maj. Gen. E. 0. 0. Ord, commanding Eighteenth 
Army Corps, 

Y. Maj. Gen. John Gibbon, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby temporarily 
assigned to the command of the Eighteenth Army Corps. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWEES, 

Ass \sta7it Adjtitant- Gmieral. 


Heabquabtebs Tenth Abmy Cobps, 

S&ptember 4, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams, 

Assistant Adjuta^it- General: 

I have the honor to transmit the following report received from the 
signal officer: 

3.50 p. M. 

The lookout at FrieneVs house reports a column of troops 2,500 strong, with four 
stand of colors, coming from Biohmond toward Petershurg. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 
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City Point^ Hei)iimber i, 1801 , 

Colonel Shaffer, 

General Bntlerh Headquarters: 

Lieutenant General Grant desires me to ask if any rebel troops have 
been seen from the Point of Bocks observatory moving from Bichmond 
toward Petersburg, If so, in what force and at what times? 

0. B. COMSTOCK, 
Jjitiifcnanl Colonel and Aldc-dC’Camj), 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Car'olina, 

In the Field j 8 ( 2)iember i, 1801 — 7,30 i >, m . 
Lieutenant Colonel Comstock, 

Aidc-de-C<nnp^ Giti/ Point : 

There have been no tioops seen moving from the signal tower. 

B. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant AdjutanPOcnerah 


TlEAD(iXTARTERS TENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Se])temher -i, 1864, 

The following is a synopsis of dispatcdies received from Lieutenant- 
Geneial Grant and headiiuartcrs Army of the Potomac: An attempt 
on the part of the enemy to drive us from the Weldon road is antici- 
pated. It is thought they will march around our loft and attack us in 
rear. Should they do so, all our tioo])s to the left of the imint of attack 
will move against the enemy, leaving only garrisons in the inclosed 
works. The troops on the right of the plank road will be so arranged 
as to be able to bo withdrawn at any moment, all but 2,000 men to tlie 
mile, and move imomptly to meet an attack from the rear. It may 
necessary to hold the line as far as the llaie house solely with the 
inclosed works. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

KI). W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


IlDQRS. ARTILT.ERy BRIGADE, TENTII ArMY CORPS, 

lUfore Petersburg, Va,, September i, 1861, 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps: 

CoEONEL: lhave the honor to submit the following reporl of the 
<)])e]‘ations of the artillery of the eorps during the last tw<‘nty-tour 
hours: The enemy opened tiro upon the batterhss on the extreme left, 
but with little etlect, and were soon sileiuTHl. There was but little 
liring on the right during the day. Caiitaiu Biggs^ battery (II), Third 
New York Artillery, expended seven ty-five rounds on the enemy’s 
working parties at work ou tin* hill to the left of the railroad. Lieu- 
tenant Stitt, Battery A, Eirst Pennsylvania, reports twenty-live rounds 
expended, lie has the crater in his immediate front and is in a good 
position to injui‘e the enemy’s works. Captain Orwig, Battery E, First 
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Pennsylvania, reports an expenditure of fifty-seven rounds. The 
whole number of rounds expended by the artillery is 227. The enemy 
opened quite briskly from tlieir mortar batteries about 7.30 or 8 o’clock 
last evening. Ko casualties. The sanitary condition of works and 
batteries is constantly and rapidly improving. With the exception of 
the Hare battery the whole line is in fair order. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. n. JACKSON, 

Lieut. Gol.j Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery, 


General Orders, ) ITdqrs. First Dtv., IOtic Army Corps, 

No. 25. j Before Petersburg^ September i, 1864. 

Eobel newspapers frequenlly afford information of the greatest value 
even when, to the casual observer, they seem to contain no items of 
any importance. Hereafter all such papers received within our lines, 
whether by gift, purchase, or exchange, by any commissioned officer or 
enlisted man, will be immediately sent to these headquarters, in order 
that they may be forwarded to the major-general commanding. 

By order of Biig. Gen. A. II. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Gcne^'al, 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fu., /September 4, 1864, 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjntan ^ General : 

Captain: I have the honor most respectfully to make the following 
report of operations on tlie pi<jkct-line in front of this brigade during 
the past twenty-four hours: The enemy still continue to work at the 
fort which was blown up by us, extending and strengthening their lines, 
making work which will cause us much trouble when completed. Dur- 
ing yesterday they were throwing dirt on the right of the raih'oad close 
to the deep cut. Our trenches are being placed in as good condition as 
possible. I would state that in our front near the ravine are three 
dead bodies (our men) unburied. We cannot got to them to bury them 
unless under a flag of truce. During the night constant firing has 
been kept up by the enemy’s pickets. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS B. POND, 

Colonel iSixty-seeond Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding First Brigade, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Hear Petersburg^ September 4, 1864, 

Col. N. M. Curtis, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

An attack from the enemy is anticipated on the part of our line near 
the Weldon railroad. In such an event the withdrawal of a portion of 
the troops of this command will bo necessary. The brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding directs that you hold your command in readiness 
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to occupy the whole division front in case such a withdrawal is needed. 
The Forty-seventh 'New York and Ninth Maine Ee,i>iments will xei)ort 
to you in addition to your own brigade. All of One hundred and Toiiy- 
second New York will be brought onto the line, excei:>t enough to guard 
the fords of the river. This will give you about 1,050 available men. 
You will have charge of the entire line and will be held responsible for 
its proper defense. All cooks, clerks, and other special and extra daly 
men on the line, also all convalescents, will be used in defense. Those 
dispositions are understood by the commanding officers of the other 
brigades and will he carried into effect promptly if ordeis aie received. 

Eespectfully, yours, - 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain ami Assistant Adjutant-General, 


IlBAnQUAiiTEns Eig-iitbeniui Coups, 

jSlejjtember /, JISOI — jp, m. 

General Eawltns, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have arrived here and assxuned command of the Eighteenth Corps. 

JOHN GIBBON, 

Major-General, 


Special Oudebs, ) irnQus. EianTEENTU Aumy Coups, 

> Offic^e Chief of Autu.leuy, 

No. IG. ) September i, JH6i. 

# # X- # 41 it: 

2. Major Cook, First Connecticut Artillery, having reported for duty, 
is placed in charge of the batteries of Ixis regiment and the compajiies 
of the Thirteenth New York Artillery and of the Third Pennsylvania 
Artillery, now on duty within the limits of the Eighteenth Army 
Corps. 

By command of A. Piper, colonel and chief of artillery: 

F. W. PAUL, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


IlEABQITAUTEUS OAVALUY DmSION, 

September f, JSOi — 0 a, m. 

Captain Weiu, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Cavalry Division: 

Captain: In reply to your dispatch of last evening, I have to stale 
that, UwS the execution of the order regarding the First District of 
Columbia Cavalry is not intrusted to me, I cannot say when the trans- 
fer will be uiade. There is great dissatisfaction in the regiment about 
the order, and the officers say if will be countermanded. It virtually 
breaks up and destroys one of the most ellicieut regiments in the serv^- 
ice. They are mneh discouraged by the order, as they have heretofore 
felt great pride in their regiment on account of being armed with a 
peculiar and effective weapon. If General (Svegg would ])icket the 
portion of the line between the railroad and tlie plank road it would 
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enable me to bave a reserve force to explore the front of the picket-line 
and break lip the lendezvous of the bushwhackers. I have not yet 
heard from Sycamore Churchy and presume that everything is quiet in 
that vicinity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division, 


Hdqrs. First District of Columbia Cavalry, 

Ggcamorc Clnircli. Va.. September 4, 186 i. 

[Col. S. P. Spear :J 

Colonel: I have the honor to state that from indications 1 am led 
to believe that the rebels are in some force in our front. They fre- 
quently i>ass aiound our left in small paities below Cocke’s Mill, get- 
ting in our rear. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. S. BAKER, 
Major,, Commanding, 


[First indorsement ] 

Ueadquarters Second Cavalry Brig-ade, 

Olive Branch Churchy Sej)ieml)er 4^ 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding 
general. 

I have instructed Maj. J. S. Baker to use every precaution to prevent 
surprise, and to watch closely and obtain, if possible, information as to 
the force of the enemy. 

SAM. WETHERILL, 

Major Bleventh BemisyJvania Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


[Second iiidorsemont.] 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September i, 1864 — 7 p. on. 

Respectfully referred to General Gregg. 

Eei)orts from other portions of the line report all quiet. I cannot 
re-enforce Major Baker without abandoning other portions of the line. 
Very respectfully, &c,, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Third indorsement ] 

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 4, 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general com- 
manding. 

I have ordered a regiment of General Kautz, picketing between the 
plank road and NTorfolk railroad, to be relieved by one of the Second 
Division, that General Kautz may send his regiment to support his 
pickets at Sycamore Church. 

D. McM. GREGG, 

Brigadier- Oeoieral of Volunteers, Commanding Secooid Division, 
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Headquarters tJ. S. Forces, 

Fort Magnuler^ iSlej)tember li, 

MaJ. WlCKHAlVt IlOEEHAN, 

Assistant AdjntantArcncral, District of Eastern Virginia: 

Sir: I am ^owy to report tlic loss of three of my command belong- 
ing to Troop H, Twentiotli New York Cavalry, in tlic following man- 
ner: I received a telegram to send an ambulance for tlirco sick men to 
Jamestown Island. 1 accordingly ordered an ambulance and seait to 
Lieutenant Lee, oommaiuling Troop IT, for an escort, but lie could fur- 
nish only three men, one of whom was a corporal .just come olf i)icket 
duty. ITiey started with the ambulance, and vTien within about a mile 
of flamestowu Island they were iired upon from tlu^ woods by a party 
of lifteen gueiTillas. The <*or])oral was killed and the imivatcs cither 
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners, but the ambulance driver es<*aped 
with his vehicle while the cavalry were lighting. The body of the cor- 
poral has been recovered, but uotra<*es of tlu^ ])rivat(‘s. The horses of 
the corporal and one private <'ame in after the ambulance. Tlmrewere 
marks of blood upon them. The other horse Avas captured. Upon learn- 
ing of the occurrence by telegram I sent a squad of twenty-one men 
(all that could be got togcitluw — some of tluun sick), under Lieutenant 
Lee, whose report I herewith forward. I would urgently request an 
additional force of cavalry at this i)ost. The two companies I have 
lost were invaluable, they being intimately acapiainted with the coun- 
try, having b(‘cu luTC I'or more than a year. I have (*aptured through 
these companies 1 commissioned ollicer, 3])rivates of the Fifth Yirginia 
Cavalry, and a few guenallas. I am called upon for guards at all the 
Government farms between Foit Monroe and Fort Magruder. I have 
not half the command to ])(n*form the guard duty required. A large 
number of my own regiment ar(^ sick, and a majority of the cavalry are 
in the same condition. l\Iy men ar(‘ on duty ev(My other day for picket. 

1 remain, sir, very resi)ectiully, your obedient servant, 

J. eJ. MOlUMSOK, 
Colonel^ Commanding Post. 


I Iiu’loHuni.] 

riDQRS. Troop II, Twentieth New York Cavalry, 

Fort Magruder^ Tu., Sejitember i, Ji%L 

Ool. J. J. Morrison, 

Commanding Fort l\Iagrndcr: 

Colonel: In accordance with orders received from you September 
3, 181)1, I ])roceeded to Jamestown Island in search of the guerrilla, parly 
who tired upon ambulance guard from (h)mpa.ny H, Twentieth N(*w 
York Cavalry. I scoured the country within teiiiniles of the plac<^ of 
attack, hut could discover none of tlub immny. 1 sue(*eed<Ml in rei'over- 
ing the body of tln^ eorpoval in chai*ge of guard, who was Ibund with 
fourteen buckshot holes in his body; I also recovered 2 horses and 
e(]uix)monts, 1 Sharps (*arl>ine, a.nd one saber. Tlu^ guard were tired on 
troin ambuvsh, and lost 1 man killed and 2 tak<m prisoners (one of tlumi 
badly wounded), 1 horse and equipments, 2 Sharps carbines, and 2 
salxu's. On impiiiy I found a» number of the citizens in the ueighhor- 
hood away from home, and in soim^ cases their families were unable to 
t(^ll wbero they were. I have no doubt that tlu^ guerrilla party in ipies- 
tion was com])oso<l of (iitizeiis of t.liat neighborhood. In order to get 
together a sullieient number of men to mak<‘ this trip I was foreed to 
take the men who had just been relieved from twenty-four hours’ i)icket 
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dutyj besides some wlio were unwell and not fit for dufcy, remaining out 
over niglit. There were not men left in camp to relieve the picket 
guard, and they have been forced to remain on duty forty-eight hours, 
1, therefore, respectfully request that more cavalry be furnished this 
post, that in case of another attack of this kind sufficient men may be 
on hand to send a force out, and leave enough in camp to do the regular 
picket duty required. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. LEE, 

Lieutenanfj Gomdg, Gomimny JECj Twentieth Neic Toric Gavalry. 

[Indoi'semf'nt.] 

nEABQTJARTEUS DISTRICT OP EASTERN ViRG-INIA, 

Norfolh, Ya,j Septe^nber 7, 186i. 

Eespectfully forwarded, calling attention of the commanding general 
to the urgent necessity for another company of cavalry at and near 
Yorktown. I have none to send. 

G. F. SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier- General^ Gommanding, 


Washington, September 5, 1S64—6 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Launches ordered by telegraph from here, Philadelphia, and Kew 
York. Vessels beginning to arrive at Hampton Eoads. Admiral 
Porter returns from the West to-morrow, and will go direct to you. 
The information and maps I sent you some time since were furnished 
by a Horthern man who left the South very lately, and he has resided 
at W, thirty years. He knows the sentiments of people on the coast, 
and has other information, and as Governor Andrew vouches for him 
1 will send him down in the boat that carries Admiral Porter. 

G. V. FOX, 

Assistaht Secretary of the Jyary. 


City Point, September 5, 1864, (Eeceived 10.30 a. m.) 
Major-General Parke: 

Colonel Spear reports that the enemy made his appearance at differ- 
ent i)oints between Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill. I think it 
advisable to send a brigade of cavalry in that direction to feel the 
enemy and drive what force he has in that quarter entirely off*. This 
should be done at once. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutencmt- General. 


# 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Proyost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

September 5, 1864. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

# Ghief of Staff: 


General: Deserters from Harris’, Finegan’s, Mahone’s, and 
Wright’s brigades, who left their picket posts last night and arrived 
here this morning, rei)ort no changes in Mahone’s division. One of 
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these men reports tliat abont 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon he saw two 
brigades of Field’s division pass through Potershni-g. I'here were tv'o 
wagon-loads of intrencliiug tools accompanying the column. They came 
from the north side ot the Appoinattov, and were going to the right of 
the enemy’s line. He does not know what brigades they were, bnt was 
told they belonged to Field’s division. Ifone of these men have heard 
of the arrival of troo'i)s by rail. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE. 

(J<q>tam, d;c. 


IlEADQTTARTEES ARMY OP THE TOTOMAO, 

Pro VOST-AI ABSUAL- dENERAL’S I )EPA RTMENT, 

iSepteinber 5, 18Gi. 

Major-General IltTMPnBEYS, Chief of 
General: A deserter from Scales’ brigade, "Wilcox’s division, who 
left his command to-day and just luxived here reiiorts no change in 
Wilcox’s division, lie state's that night before last Fry’s brigade, of 
lleth’s division, marched around theii right Hank and wi'nt down the 
plank road. Re does not know their dc'stination, and thinks they have 
not yet returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MOBNTEE, 

Captain, &o. 


Headquaetees Army op the Potomao, 

ifeptemher 5, 186i, 

Ma.jor-General nxTMPnBEYS, Ohkj of 
General: Two deserters from Gobb’s(G(*orgia) Legion, who left their 
command yesterday morning, just arri\’ed hert*. They are natives of 
Maine; have lived south abont live yi'ars, and about thrc'c* weeks ago 
wore conscripted. They state that a few days ago they ovt'rheard the 
officers of their regiment talking about tlu'. strength of their cavalry 
force. They concluded that there were not more tlian l,r)()0 mounted 
men in Hampton’s command, and about 11,000 dismonnt/cd. 1 think, 
however, that them estimate in regard <o dismounted men is ratlier 
small. There are 100 mounted men and 400 dismounted in Gobb’s 
Legion. The Seventh Georgia has about 40 mounted and 350 dis- 
mounted. Roaring’s and Gary’s brigades are nearly all mounled. 
They leit their brigmle yesk'rday laoruing on the Vaughan road about 
six miles from Hearns’ Station. 

Very respectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

^ (J<q)taiH, dee. 


irEADQTTAETEES AEMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

PxiOVOST-MAltSIIAL-GENEEAL’S DEPARTMENT, 

September 5, 186d. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: ’ , 

General: Two deserters from Eighth Alabama, Mahone’s division, 
report no change in position of that command. Tlu^y left their regi- 
ment this afternoon, and came in near the plank road. They report 
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that last eveniug they saw Brattoii^s brigade, of Field’s division, inarch 
through Petersburg, and they heard that they were going down toward 
Stony Creek. This may be the force which deserter from Scales’ bri- 
gade saw moving around their right flank (reported to-day). They are 
quite intelligent men, one of them a sergeant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. MoEKTEE, 

Captainy &c. 


Colonel Sharpe : 


Headquarters, 
September 5, 1864^ — 5.10 p. m. 


Four deserters from Twenty-lourth Virginia, one from Eleventh Vir- 
ginia, Terry’s brigade, Pickett’s division, and one fi*om Thirty-second 
Virginia, Corse’s brigade, came over yesterday, having received Gen- 
eral Grant’s circular on the picket-line. They bring no news. One 
said he heard rumors day before yesterday that part of Early’s troops 
were coming to Petersburg, but did not know where the report 
originated. 

FEED. L. MAINNING, 
LieMteyiant and Aide-de-Gamp. 


^ September 5. 18G4. rPeceived 0.55 p. m.) 

Colonel Sharpe: 

Had two deserters from Sixth Georgia, Colquitt’s brigade, Heth’s 
division. One wsaid that a division from Early’s command passed 
through Petersburg last night for the right. Such, he said, was stated 
by everybody, and it was the opinion of his officers that we were stretch- 
ing toward the Danville road, and this division was to prevent our 
reaching it. The other one corroborated the story. Both said that the 
idea of driving us ott* the Weldon road was given up. Two deserters 
from the ram Virginia were forwai'ded me from the flag-ship. Three 
deserters from the Forty-fourth Tennessee, Bushrod Johnson’s old 
brigade, at Cox’s farm, brought no nows. 

FEED. L. MANNING, 
lAexitenant and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the FieJdy September 5, 1864. (Eeceived 7.50 a. m.) 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Gify Point y Va.: 

Hundreds of the orders have been sent over our front by kite-flying. 
I saw a copy printed in the Eichmond Examiner. Some of the desert- 
ers that came here know it, but the majority do not.**^ 

‘ FEED. L. MANNING, 
lAeiitenant and Aide de-Gamp. 

^ Reference i» to Special Orders, No. 82, Armies ol the United States, August 28, 
1864, 1). 555. 
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llDilRH. Army of the roxoMAc, Sional Department, 

tieptomher 5 , ISOL 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The Ibllowiiig report lias been rocoived IVoin tlic plank 
road vslatiou: 

a A. M, 

All auiet. Small fati^^uo p.irtios «aro at woik at <liHVr<‘nt points of (‘many’s lino. No 
cliauge of camps visible. 

n. W. FULTON. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

r>. F. FISTIER, 

Major and ChUf Signal Officer, 


Beptemrer 5, 1801—0 a. in. 

Major Fisher : 

Enemy at work at the exploded fort, digging, &c. They arc mostly 
bidden from view in their works. All quiet at other points. 

I. B. LYOF, 

TAentenani and Signal Officer. 

P. S. — t will report in reference to that horse to-morrow. 


Plank Hoad Station, Sepiemhcr />, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

At 4 p. m. a regiment of colored troops mov’’ed down plank road to- 
ward Jones’ house, shelled by (uiemy. About o ]>. m. a column of dust 
was seen west of Weldon railroad in edge of woods and extcmding 
from large fort southward. It continued about half an hour. No other 
movement visible. 

FirETON. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Sepiemhcr 5, 1864 — 0 a. m. (Eeccived 0.30 a., m.) 
General Humphreys*. 

Two deserters from Mahono’s brigade have just come in. One oi‘ them 
says he saw two lirigades of Field’s division* pass through Petersburg 
from the other side of the Appomattox and go to their right. One bri- 
gade was Bratton’s. The time they commeneed xiassing was about 3 in 
the afternoon. Had heard notliing of Early. 

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Beoond Army Corps, 
SipU'hilfcr 5yl86f. (llceeived 9.30 a. in.) 

General Humphreys: 

Yesterday being Bunday, little Avork was done on my line. This 
morning fatigue parties are at work slashing and perfecting abatis. 

WINFD B. HANCOCK, 

Major-GeneraL 
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Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps, 
iieptemher 5, 1801, (Received 9.15 a. m.) 

General Humphrea^S: 

Having occupied tlic ground in this vicinity so long, I am tolerably 
familiar with it, and will offer another suggestion, which may-vsave 
time to engineer officers. At the house marked Widow Smithes on the 
map is an excellent place for a redoubt. It is in a direct line with the 
W^illiams house and redoubt on the Norfolk road, and about half way 
between, ahd is in a commanding x)osition. Tin's would complete a 
chain from Warren’s left, making lour- redoubts in all. 

WINF’D S. HANTOOOK, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Araev op the Potomac, 

. AUxen House ^ Hejytcmher 5, 1864, 

Major-General Hancock, 

(Jommanding Second Corps: 

The major-general (commanding i‘equests that you will take charge 
of the rear line from and including the Williams house and vicinity to 
the junction with the old line between the plank road and the Norfolk 
railroad. The engineer officer engaged upon the work will be directed 
accordingly and receive your directions. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 5, 1861, (Received 3.50 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

How many of my troops does the general desire moved on to the line 
referred to? 


WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Araiy op the Potomac, 

September 5, 1864 — 8,10 p, m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Co7ps: 

General r>irney will compleb^ the occupation of the second line of 
his front to-night, holding the first lino of intremffiments with i>ickets 
only. This may re(j[uire General Mott to modify his arrangement of 
troops on his right. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


• Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 5, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The engineers call for a detail of 2,000 men for work near the Will- 
iams house. 1 have now about 1,300 men at work. My reserve is not 
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very large. To All this detail I shall be obliged to take most, if not 
aU, of the division at the Deserted Ilouse. Is there any objection to 
moving it ut) to the Williams house ? 

WIND’D S. HANCOOK, 

Mujor-Generul. 


flndorsemont J 


Sei>'I'ember 5, 1864.. 


Major-General IlANCooif, 

Commanding Hccond Gorgn; 

There is no objection to moving the division to the points ol‘ work. 

A, A. HUMPH HE YS, 
Major-General and Chief of iStaf. 


Headquaeteek Second Corps, 
September 5, 1361. (Itecoived 9.28 p. m.) 

General IItjmpheeys: 

I have but two batteries I can dispose of with my weak infantry force. 
The great strength of my line should be in artillery, and I would like to 
know if the chief of artillery can dispose the batteries so as to relieve 
some of mine. Dive batteries are necessary on the line from the Will- 
iams house to Norfolk [railroad], and more would be serviceable in case 
of attack in that direction. 

WIND’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


IIeadqtjaetees Second ('orpk, 
8ej)tember 5, 1361. (Deceived 9.80 p. m.) 

General Hdiipheeys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The engineers call on me for several details for work to-morrow. If 
I furnish them it will prevent me from doing much on the line on the 
left. My troops, already pretty well worked, are being worked to-night 
on the new line. I will iurnish them for whatever ])ur])ose you consider 
most important, but I can hardly complete the line assigned me, even 
with all my disposable troops, not over 5,000, or 5,000 working men. 

WIND’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Headquaexees Second Aemy Coepp, 

September 5, 136-1—10 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

A deserter from the Dorty-socoiid Mi8sissij)pi, of Davis’ brigade, who 
deserted olf picket this evening, says that the cooks who cam<'. out to 
the picket from the regiment to-night told him that three divisions of 
Longstrcel’s eoi“ps passed to th(>ir right this afternoon. The deserter 
is posit ive he saw Longstreet to-night. lie says he was along the brciist 
works with Lee. Ho says the talk among the men was that Lougstrect’s 
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corpvS had gone to our left to flank us off the railroad. When he left 
his own regiment had one day’s rations only on hand. He vsaw none of 
Longstreet’s troops himself. I suppose you got the report from the sig- 
nal station this afternoon, reporting a heavy cloud of dust west of 
Weldon railroad, extending southward aiul continuing half an hour. 
Thinks none of llill’s or Beauregard’s troops have moved. 

WINP’D HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


[Indoi scment ] 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Kespectfully forwarded for what it is worth. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Hci}tcmher 5, 1864:. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of I8taff: 

Major Duane x)ropo&ed to connect the large redoubt on plank road, 
Fort Crawford, with the advanced work by a line of abatis. Some 
connection ought to ])e made without delay. I have two batteries in 
reserve. If a strong abatis or palisading is made as above I could get 
out another. General Mott has about twenty guns on the right of his 
line, and Ihinks one battery could be sx)ared from this particular place. 
None of them, however, belong to my cori)s, but one might be taken to 
replace one of my own batteries, say Ames’, and I wwld then have 
three or four batteries available to move. General Mott has now on 
his line, beginning at the Strong house, tbrty-ninc guns. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 5, 1864 — 10.15 jp. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Hunt is looking up some batteries for you, and will dispose 
those he gets so as to relieve some of yours now in position. I under- 
stand the engineers have asked for 3,000 men. Of these 1,000 are for 
the abatis, wiring, and draining of covered wmys, all on Mott’s front. 
The abatis and wiring, I understand from Major Duane, ought to be com- 
l>leted in six hours’ work. The abatis and wiring, I believe, you regard 
as essential to the security of your front, and they should therefore 
claim precedence over other work. The 2,000 men are for the epaiile- 
mcnts, rifle-x>its, and slashing at the Williams house and that vicinity. 
This is one of the most important parts of the rear line and should 
perhaps take precedence of the continuation of the line toward the 
Norfolk railroad, if both cannot go on at the same time. But probably 
it would bo best to equalize the .strength of the working parties on 
tlioso two i)arts of the rear line if you cannot supply the full requisition 
of the engineers carrying on that at the Williams house. The whole 
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of the Nintli Corps, excepting 2,000 men in the line belweinillie Strong 
house and the right of the Fifth Corps, are used as woiking parties, 
some of which will work to-night and lo-inorrow on the line from the 
Gurley house to the Williams house. They cannot be extended farther 
on the line. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Mujor-Gemml and Chief of 8taf\ 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
8eptanber 5, 18(1 J. (Received 2 a. in. 6th.) 
Major-General Humphreys : 

As I telegraphed this evening, 1 have not 5,000 men at utmost for 
detail, excluding Mott’s division, now on the line, IVoin Avhi<dj 1 sup- 
pose you do not want details to be made. Two thousand of the 
5,000 are at work to-night under charge of the engineers; the rest are 
also at work under division commanders, at my suggestion, as 1 con- 
sider the work essential to the safety of the line under my charge to 
furnish the detail now called for unless they (‘ome from Mott’s division. 
I will order my men to cease work, and will fill the details called ibr 
from men who have already worked i)art of the night. I would like it 
understood, however, that I will not have the men to connect or finish 
my line, so that the responsibility [will rest] with the engineer depart- 
ment, who will have charge of that part of my corps available for 
fatigue. 

WINFH S. HAKCOOK, 

Major-General, 


IlEADQUARTEliS SE(J0ND ARMY CORPS, 

8(i>U7nber d, 1804, 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First Firlsion: 

General: TJie major-general commanding directs mo to say that 
you can move your division to a suitable cami)ing-ground near the 
Williams house. You will be vc(iuired to furnisl) larg(^ AV()rking])arties 
from it iwobably. You will not, however, bo called upon for peat er 
details than the strength of your division will warrant, considering 
that you furnish no pi(*kcts. The general suggests that you sliouhl 
move no more wagons than necessary outvsidc the present line of 
intrenchincnts. 

Respectfully, your obedient smwant, 

C. 11. MORGAIS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of 8tajf, 


Orders.! Hdqrs. Third Briu., Third l)iv., Second Corps, 

September 5, I8(>f, 

1. Lieutenaut-Oolonel Schoonover, commanding Eleventh N(nv Jer- 
sey Volunteers^ will at once move his regiment to the fort, taking <*om- 
mand oi‘ the same. 

2. Major llealy will leave the fort with his own regiment (the Eighth 
New Jersey Volunteers) and take the place of the Eleventh Now Jersey 
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Volunteers in thejine^ leaving the Sixth Battalion NTew Jersey Volun- 
teers in the fort, and its connection with the Eighth i^ew Jersey Vol- 
unteers unchanged. 

3. The commanding officer of Eort Crawford will immediately on 
receipt of this make a detail of one commissioned officer and forty men, 
with the proper number of non-commissioned officers, for fatigue duty. 
They will report with shovels to Captain Scott, engineer officer of 
division, in front of the fort. 

By command of Col. Eobert McAllister: 

J. P. FINTKELMEIEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headwarters Fifth Army Corps, 

l^^epiemhcr 5, 1864 — 9 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistaoit Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in 
my fi'ont during yesterday or last night. Details from this corps num- 
bering 2,400 men weie employed on the forts yesterday. A man was 
received last evening who claimed to belong to U. S. ISTavy; was cap- 
tured in the Wissahickon about a year ago. He escax)ed on 25th ultimo; 
has just reached our lines, lie has been sent up. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sejytember 5, 1861. (Sent 8 p. m.) 


Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Gori)s: 

The commanding general would like to have Hood’s report tele- 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

3lajor- General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquartkes Fifth Army (Joups, 

September 5, 1864. 

General IIhmphreys: 

Tbe following is General Hood’s official dispatch to the War Depart- 
ment : 

Headquarters, 
Bejyteniber 3, 1864. 

On the cvcninK of tho 30th of August the enemy made alodgment across Kint River 
near .Joiiesl)orouLdi. We attacked them there on tho evening ot the 31st with two 
corps, but failed to dislodge them. This made it necessary to abandon Atlanta, 
whicii was done on the night of the 1st of September. Our loss on the evening ot the 
.^Ist was siiiall. On tFe evening of the Ist of September General Hardees corps, in 
position at Jonesborough, was absanlted by a superior force of the 
outUauked, were compelled to witlidiaw during the night with loss of eight guns- 
The enemy^s prisoners report their loss very severe. ^ ^ HOOD 

G. K. WAKREK. 

Major-General. 


46 R R— VOL XLH, PT II 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

):^ei>t(mber 5, h^Ol — !) p, m, 

Major-Gcnoi til Warren, 

Gommanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding learned lo-day, in ])assing over the 
rear line, that you vrould prepare that part of il connecting with your 
lelt from the point reached by the Mnth Corps about 1 or 2 o’clock 
to-day. This is desiralde, as tlie NTinth Corps has the line as far as the 
Williams house to prepare, and it is considered important to complete 
the rear line quickly. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Ghhf of hfaj\ 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
September 5, iWi. (Received 9.30 p. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

Ghief of Staff: 

I have made preparations to do what I can Tor the part of the line 
you mention in your dispatch. I will endeavor to have the work on it 
keep pace with my preparations elsewhere. 

G. K. WARREIT, 

Major- GeneraL 


HEADCiUARTERS FiFTII ARMY CoUPS, 

September 5, 

General S. Williams: 

1 would respectfully recommend the naming of our forts and redoubts 
so that they <*an be designated in orders. For tlie large T‘edoubt on the 
plank road 1 would propose Fort Davis, aft(T (3ol. Stearns Davis, 
who was killed near tliere while it was building. For the northern bas- 
tion fort*on the Weldon railroad. Fort Dushane, alter Col. N. T. 
Dusliane, wlio Avas killed near it on the 21st instant. For the southern 
bastion fort on the railroad, Fort Prescott, after ( )o\, George L. Prescott, 
who was killed in battle before Petersburg on the 18th of June. 

G. K. WAPvREN, 

Major-General. 


Headqitartere NTinth Army Corps, 

September d, /<SY>7 — !) a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams: 

The enemy are reported as still occupying the advan(‘.ed line taken 
up ill front of the Third Division and continuing the eonstrnclum of 
their works. The enemy’s vedettes advanced in front of the Sec^oiul 
Division yesterday, and our scouts were fired uponj this morning they 
were gone again. Some traces of cavalry were observed on that part 
of the line. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General 
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 5, 186 L — 11,40 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The work on the right of the new line is progressing as favorably as 
the number of tools can warrant, but I am sorry to say there nas been 
a delay in the detail from the Third Divison ordered to work on the 
Williams house end of the line, the cause of which will be investi- 
gated. Pardon me if I trouble you for an answer to my last dispatch. 
I have telegraphed Major Duane on the same subject without reply. 

O. B. WILLGOX, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 5, 1864 — 12,30 p, m. 

Brig. Gen. O. B. Willcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Your dispatch of 11.40 to General Humphreys received. Generals 
Parke, Humphreys, and Barnard left here about an hour ago for the 
Williams house, and I think it quite likely will visit your headquarters 
before they return. Major Duane says he has sent you ofiGlcers and 
tools this morning. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 164. j Near BUcJds Station^ Va,^ September ,5, 1864, 

# ^ # # # # # 

3. I. Brigadier-General Potter, commanding Second Division, will 
take charge of the construction of the right part of the new line run- 
ning from Gurley’s house to the Williams house indicated by the engi- 
neer officers. 

11. Brigadier-General Hartranfb, commanding Third Division, will 
take charge of the construction of the left part of said line. 

Ill, Every effort will be made by these officers to push the work on 
this line to a speedy completion. 

m m ^ m 

12. The Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers, Capt. H. G. Heffron 
commanding, having reported at these headquarters in obedience to 
orders from headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 
is hereby assigned to the Third Division, Brigadier-General Hartranft 
commanding, and will report without delay accordingly. 

m # * # * # • # 

By command of Brigadier-General Willcox: 

JNO. 0. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistmt Adjutant-General, 
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Headc^uarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Sej)tGmbcr 5, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. IIXTMPnREYS, 

Chief of Stdffj Amy of the Potomac : 

General: I liave the honor to report nil quiet on the line of the 
Second Cavalry Division. During the night small parties of the 
enemy, dismounted, threatened General Kautz’s line in the vicinity of 
the railroad. I think the enemy toward the river are guerrillas who 
have in view in their operations small captures. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GKEGG, 

Briijadiar- General of YolunteerH^ Gommandbuj Dloinio. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Bejptember 5, 1861 — 11 a. m, 

Brigadier-CTOueral Greg-g-, 

/y Cavalry: 

A dispatch from the lieutenant-general commanding armies in the 
field states that Colonel Spear reports that the enemy made his ap))oar- 
ance at severaPpoints between Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill this 
morning, and directs that a brigade of cavalry be sent there imme- 
diately to drive what force the enemy has there completely off. The 
commanding general directs that you send the force named and for the 
purpose designated. The additional regiment sent there yesterday 
should count as part of the brigade. 

A. A. IITTMPnKP^YS, 
Major-General and Chief of Htaff. 


Headqitaiiters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 6, 1861 — 6 p. vi. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Httmiuireys, 

OhUf of Staf] Am?/ of the Pofomae: 

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry lines. 
General Kautz reports that the dismounted men who hav<^ for souu' 
days been prowling about his lines arc there for the purpose ol‘ <*a])tur- 
ing horses. This learned from a prisoner captured from Jfirst Nortli 
Carolina Cavalry. 

I am, very respect! ully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GREGG, 

Brigadier- Genera I of Vbkenteers^ Commanding Car^alry. 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. Department of Va. and Nf. C., 

jNo. i In the Fields September />, t86d. 

^ ^ m ^ ^ 

III. Major-Geii(*ral Birnoy, commanding Tenth Army Corps, will 
order the Twenty- seciond U. S. Colored Troops to proc<ied immediately 
to Port Powhatan, and relievo the regiment of lOO-days’ mm tu>w on 
duty at that place. The regiment of lOO-days’ men on being relieved 
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will be placed eii route for Washington, D. 0., for the purpose of being 
mustered out. Quartermaster’s department will furnisli the necessary 
transportation. 

* K- * * * 


J>y command of Major-General Oi'd : 


E. S. BAYIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Viroinia and North Carolina, 

In the Fields k^ej)tember 5, 1861. (Eeceived 2 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Tenth Army Corps : 

Major-General Ord has left the department on leave. Major-General 
Gibbon has taken command of his corps, whom 1 think you rank. 
What shall 1 do about signing department orders f 
Eespectfully, 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Ad jutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

JSept ember 5, 1861. 

Major Davis: 

I rank Major-General Gibbon and of course take command as senior 
officer. Any papers requiring immediate action you can send to me. 
You can transact the ordinary business of the department as was usual. 
As General Butler returns so soon it does not require my iiresenee 
there. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

tlept ember 5, 1861. 

Major Davis: 

The Twenty-second Colored Troops is ordered to Bermuda Hundred 
according to oi*der transmitted by you. They will march at daylight. 
General Birney thinks the transportation had better be sent to Broad- 
way Landing and thus save the men a tedious march. Please answer 
whether any reason exists why this may not be done. 

ED. W. SMITH. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 5, 1864. 

Maj, E. S. Davis: 

Did Lieutenant-General Granl designate the Twenty-second Eegi- 
ment (7. S. Colored Troops'? It is in the trenches and cannot safely be 
withdrawn until night. Has General Butler returned'? 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs. Bept. of Yirginia and lifouTn Carolina, 
l7b the Fields Se^ie^nher 5, 1864. (Received 1.30 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Tenth Amy Corps: 

General Grant, through General Ord, did designate the Twenty- 
second. I should not think it necessary for it to be withdrawn till 
night, and go down early iii the morning. Received telegram from 
Colonel Shaffer that General Butler would be at Fort Monroe Wednes- 
day morning. 

Respectfully, 

R. S. DAVTS, 

A ssistmi t Adj u ta n t- Center a 7. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Septetnher 5, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that I have just received an order from 
General Ord to send one of my regiments to Fort Powhatan. Taking 
my regiments will leave me without force for fatigue purposes. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 6, 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj utant- Genera 7 : 

As the absence of General Ord places [me] in command of depart- 
ment, I will try and arrange the matter to avoid sending another regi- 
ment from my thin line. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 5^ 1864—9.16 p. w. 

Major-General Birney, 

Coimnanding Tenth Corps: 

I am directed by the commanding general to inquire whether you 
succeeded in making any arrangement obviating the necessity of de- 
taching one of your regiments to Fort l^owhatan. 

S. WILLIAMS, 

Ass ista nt A djutan t- G e7\ era 1. 


General Williams: 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 5, 1864. 


The lieutenant-general left it to my discretion, and I have sent one 
from the Eighteenth Corps instead. 

B. B. BIBNBY, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 5, 1864 — i m. 

Major Dayis, 

, Asnistant Adjutant- General: 

With the Dcws of Early \s advance, my thin lines, and the extended 
works 1 am constructing, it would be inexpedient to take any more 
troops jfroni here, so that if Lieutenant-General Grant did not specially 
designate a regiment from this corps, you will order Major-General 
Gibbon to send a regiment to Fort Powhatan temporarily. Otherwise 
I will have to take fatigue details from line. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

- Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ TV/., September 5, 1864. 

Maj. E. S. Davis, 

Jlssista nt Adjutant- General : 

Major: A leporc has been received that the enemy is massing in 
General Terra’s fronts under the circumstances the major-general com- 
manding does not deem it advisable to withdraw the Twenty-second 
Colored Eegiment irom the line to-night, but directs that you order a 
regiment of Geneial Gibbon’s command to be sent to Fort Powhatan 
temporarily. The Twenty-second Eegiment will be sent to relieve it as 
soon as it can safely be withdrawn. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Aiyshtant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
September d, 7<S6i. (Eeceived 7.20 p. m.) 

General Williams: 

My corps officer of the day and two brigade commanders report the 
enemy massing in a ravine before my left center. Indications during 
the day have been of an increased force in my front. 

D. B. BIEKEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

^leptember o, 1864, (Sent 8 p. m.) 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires to know whether your second 
line is in condition to be occuiiied, and at what time you propose to 
occupy it. He also wishes to know whether you have any reserves, 
and where they are stationed. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of tStajf. 
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Headquarters Tenth Corps, 
September 5, 1864, (deceived 8.20 p. in.) 

General Humphreys: 

I will complete to-iiiglit the chan^-e from first to the second line on 
my left, holding? the first line with pickets or skirmisluTs. Each divis- 
ion has one-third in reserve, relieving tlie trenches with them. The 
reserves are in rear of each division. I have eighteen light guns in 
reserve ready to move to any point. 1 can see no reason, on investiga- 
tion of the reports, to apprehend an attack to night. 

1). r>. limNEY, 

MaJor-(feneraL 


Special Orders, ) Headqxtarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 117. J In the Field, Va,, Siptember o, 7(S’6‘i. 

* X- x* # ^ 

C. The Twenty-second D. S. Colored Troops will pro(*eed at daylight 
to-morrow to Bermuda Landing, thence to Port Powhatan, and relieve 
the regiment of 100 days’ men now on duty at that idace. The regi- 
ment of 100-days’ men on being relieved will bo placed en route for 
Washington, 1). C., for the purpose of being mustered out. Quarter- 
master’s department will furnish the ne(*ossary transiiortation. 
**:«■•»*#* 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant A <lj uta n t- Genera I, 


Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peiersbnrij, Va., September 5, 7.S'67. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smuti, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Armu (U)rps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following r(‘])ort of the 
operations of the artilleiy for the last twenty- lour hours. 

A salute of thirty-six \shotted guns was fired at 11 p. m. yesterday 
from each battery, in which about 500 rounds of ammunition were 
expended. The enemy re])lied briskly from all his batteries along our 
front. Battery D, Piist C. S. Artillery, was moved from its position on 
the advanced line to a new unfinished work on the se(T)nd line, a little 
to the left and rear of its old position. 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. H. JACKSON, 

lAentenant- Colonel, Asst. Imp. Gen. and Chief of Artillery, 


Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Fetersbnnj, September 5, 1864. 

Lieut* Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adj^itayit-Geyieral, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have no occurrence of importance to rejiort except the 
withdrawal of my troo])s from the outer line to the nuiin line of intren(*h- 
ments. This was safely efie(*t(‘d last night after 12 o’clock. 1 still hold 
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tlic outer line as a picket-line with one man to ten yards. On my left 
I (‘outinue to keep a regiment in the outer line for the protection of a 
battery of four guns still in position there and for the purpose of con- 
necting with the right of the Second Corps which maintains its old 
position. Two casualties occurred yesterday. A considerable number 
of Special Orders, No. 82, lieadquarters Armies of the United States, 
were gotten into the hands of the enemy. In some eases they were ex- 
(‘hanged for a similar order from the rebel authorities. 

i respectfully suggest that an engineer officer should immediately 
indicate to me what repairs and improvements in the line now occupied 
are deemed desirable, in order that I may commence work upon it at 
once. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALF. JI. TERllY, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 

[Indorsement ] 

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peter ahnrg,, Tn., Hex)teynl}er 5, 1HG4. 

Eespectfully returned. 

Ca])tain Gillespie, U. S. Corps of Engineers, will call upon General 
Ttu'ry in relation to the matters referred to. 

By command of JMajor-General Biriiey: 

El). W. SMITH, 

Ass ista n t A djv ta n t- Genera h 


' Hdc^rs. First Brig-., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ua., Sejytember 5, 18GL 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant A djntant- General : 

Captain : 1 have the honor to make the following report of occur- 
rences pertaining to my command during the past twenty-four hours; 
No change has been made in the dispositions of the reserve camps. 
The men in the front line, except lifty, were withdrawn about 400 yards 
to the rear of their position, connecting on the right with the Se(*ond 
Brigade and on the left with the Q^hird. Heavy liring was kept up for 
near an hour by the batteries in my front last night. Tlie enemy also 
kept up a heavy tire. My men were successful in getting a great many 
copies of Special Orders, No. 82, head<iuarters IT. S. Army, into the 
enemy’s line. They also received one vsimilar in character from the 
enemy. J forward it with thisrexiort. One man in Sixty-sevetith Ohio 
Volunteers wounded yesterday. No casualties rei)orted last night. 
Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANCUS B. POND, 

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers^ Gomdg. First Brigade, 


Hd(^rs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va,, September 5, 186L 

Capt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjut ant- General : 

Captain : T liave the honor to report that all is quiet in my front. 
No offensive demonstrations have been made by the enemy in the last 
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twenty-four hours. The report of an attack last night was a inisundci 
standing. A brisk cannonading occurred ycwsterday evening. The 
outer line of trenches in my front is now occupied by two olHcers and 
fifty men, wdth a line of communication established between them and 
the main line of trooi)s. The liequa guns are in position and under 
command of Capt. A, W. Wheeler, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, one 
of them on the right ol* Lieutenant Wildey’s battery, the other on the 
right of Cai)tain Folletfs battery. The i eserves were under arms wlum 
an attack was lumored, otheiwise they remain unchanged. No casu- 
alties have been reported. 

Very respectlully, youi obedient servant, 

FUANOTB B.PONI), 

Colonel Ohio Volunteers, ConuUj, First Brigade, 


Hi^ABQUAUTKiis Second Division, Tenth Army (^ours, 

Near Petersburg, ["Vn, September 6, IShd, 

Lieut. Ool. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General , Tenth Armg Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that theri^ have been no par- 
ticular changes on luy line during the ]>ast twenty-four hours. The 
troops are engaged in pcrfec^ting the works previously commenced and 
reported. An officer and two sergeants of the Forty-eighth New York 
Volunteers were captured on the picket-line about 7.30 last night. 1 
at once strengthened my front line to the extent of about 350 men, in 
order to be prepared for any movement the enemy might make, based 
on information gained from the parties ca])tured. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

K. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General, Com ma n d i ng. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Cords, 

Near Petcrsbuni, September />, 7(SY>/. 

Ool. N. M. Curtis, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

Information has been received at these headquarters that an altack 
is anticii)ated on General Terry’s front. The brigadier-general dii(‘cts 
that you hold your reserves in readiness to move at a moment’s notice, 
and if an attack is heard on that part of the lin(‘ the troops of this 
command will be got under arms at once. 

Respectfully, yours, 

W A. DAVIS, 

Captain and uissistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. Second Briu., Se<y)ni) Div., Tenth Army Cords, 

Near Petersburg, Va,, September 5, ISGi, 

Capt. P. A. Davis, 

Asst, Adjt, Gen,, Second Division, Tenth Armg Corps: 

Cadtain: 1 Iiave the honor to reimri that during tlu^ past night 
satisfa<*t<)ry progress has been made in th<* const nuitiou of additional 
lookouts and in streiigilieiiing the abatis on my front. The most care- 
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l1 attention lias been iiaid to tbe police of trenches and grounds, 
hick are now in excellent condition. The capture of Lieutenant 
letcher, Sergeant Oropsey, and Oorpoi al Smith, all of the Forty- 
ghth ]New York Volunteers, while engaged in posting the vedettes, 
IS already been reported, as also the reception of a deserter from the 
lemy. 

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
irvant, 

W. B. BAETOK, 

Colonel Forty-eighth Kew YorJc Volunteers^ Gomdg, Brigade. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yiroinia and N'orth Carolina, 

1% the Fields 8e])teniber 5, 1864. (Eeceived 2.20 p* m.) 
[ajor-General Gibbon, 

Eighteenth Army Corps: 

I have received a telegram from Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney that in the 
bsence of General Ord he takes command of the department as senior 
fficer. 

Eespectfully, 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adj%itant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, Bepteinher 5, 1804. (Eeceived 9 p. m.) 

lajor- General Gibbon, 

Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Major-General Birney, commanding depaitment, directs that you 
end a regiment fi‘om your corps to relieve the 100-days’ regiment at 
^ort Powhatan, temporarily. Lieut. Col. J. B. Howard, quartermas- 
er, has transportation ready for the Twenty-second U. S. Colored 
^'roops, which was to go, but General Birney decides to send one of 
mirs. 

E. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjniant- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 5, 1864 — 2.80 p. m. 


)apt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assista7it Adjutant- General^ Cavalry T)ivisio7i: 


Captain : The reports from the pi(*kets report everything quiet along 
he entire line. The commissary- sergeant of the First North Carolina 
'avalry got hit and surrendered himself on the right of my line this 
Homing. From him I learn that the parties who have been molesting 
ny line are parties of dismounted cavalry seeking to remount them- 
elves to save being transferred into the infantry. His regiment, about 
►00 strong, he reports as on jiicket, their left extending to the plank 
oad and the reserves near the railroad near Eeams’ Station. He says 
ihe legiment has been on picket now for two days. In obedience to 
he general’s orders I have directed Colonel Lewis, of the Third New 
ifork, to proceed with his regiment to Sycamore Church to reconnoiter 
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the front of the line in that vicinity, and to endeavor to capture or 
drive off such parties of the enemy as he may liiid, and to recpiire the 
assistance of the First District of Columbia, if ne(‘essary, to assist him. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Ideptember 5, 1S6L 

Major Wetherill, Commanding Brigade: 

Major: The general commanding directs me to inform you that 
Colonel Lewis, commanding fhird New York Cavalry, has boon ordered 
to drive-or capture whatever force of rebels he may lind between Syca- 
more Church and Cocke’s Mill. Pie has been authorized to call on Major 
Baker for re-enforcements (whom you will please notify), but not taking 
any of his men from their present position on the picket-line. lie also 
desires me to inform you that the commissary-sergeant of North Caro- 
lina regiment captured this morning reports that the men who attack 
our pickets are dismounted cavalrymen seeking to obtain horsiss to 
remount themselves so as to avoid doing infantry duty. Such men, it 
captured, are not to be sent in as prisoners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. J. ASCII, 

Captain and Acting Assiatant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade, 

Olive Branch Chtireh^ Va.^ September 5, ISbi — i.30 p. m, 
Maj. J. S. Baker, 

Commanding First District of Cohimhia Cavalry: 

Major: I learn from the commanding general that Colonel Lewis’ 
command. Third New York Cavalry, has been ordered to drive or (‘ap- 
ture whatever force of rebels he may find between Sycamore Church 
and Cocke’s Mill. He has been authorized to call upon you for re-en- 
forcements, which you will furnish if required, but not take any of your 
men from their present position on the pick(^t-line. I leai‘n irom lu^ad- 
quarters that a commissary sergeant of a North Chirolina reginumt 
reports that the men who attack our inckets are dismounted (*avalry 
seeking to obtain horses to remount themselves so as to avoid doing 
infantry duty. Su(di men, if captured, are not to be sent in as prisoners. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

RAM’L WETUEIHLL, 
il/q/or, Commanding Brigade. 

(Same to Maj. Franklin A. Stratton, commanding Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, at 4.35 p, in.) 


War Derartment, 
Washington City., September b\ JSbi. 


Major-General Ord, Baltimore : 

You have permission to visit Washington for the purpose spccitied 
in your telegram of this date. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 
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City Point, Sq)temher 6, 1864 — 9.80 jp. m. 
lajor-General Sheridan, 

Near Berryville: 

From reports of deserters coming in at different times, and on differ- 
nt parts of our lines, we learn that Kershaw’s division arrived in 
Petersburg last night. I think there is no doubt but some troops have 
rrived from the Valley. 

U. S. GKAKT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potoiviac, 

September 6‘, 1864. (Sent 8.40 j). m.) 

jieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding Armies in the Field: 

Colonel Lewis, Third NTew York Cavalry, reports that he found to- 
iay but one small party of the enemy, five in number, in the region 
bout Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill. 

JKO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshad-General’s Department, 

September 6*, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

ilajor-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters, one from Finegan and the other from 
1 arris, report no recent changes in Mahon e’s division. One of them 
tates that he heard rumors in Potersbiug yesterday evening that two 
livisions of Longstreet’s corps had arrived at Petersburg. He states 
hat he also heard that Kershaw’s division was one of them, and he 
.upposes Field’s to be the other. Another deserter from Davis’ bri- 
gade, who just arrived, reports that he heard last evening that Loiig- 
irreet’s corps was all here; that the division Avhich was in the Valley 
lad returned. They moved from Petersburg last evening and took up 
)Ositiou on the right of their lines. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McEKTEE, 

Captain^ &c. 


[riuloraomont J 

IIead(2UArters Army of the Potomac, 

September 6', 1864. 

Eespeetfully forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General 
jrant. 

The same information has been received from several other deserters, 
Hid appears to be confirmed by the fact reported by Major-General 
Birney that several brigades of the enemy were relieved by others 
rom the trenches in his front last night. 

JNO, G. PAEKE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 
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Headqttarteks Army of the Potomac, 

l:^vptemher G, JSGI. 

Major-General Humthrey?^, Chief of 
General : A deserter from Thirty-eighth l^ovth Carolina, Scales’ bri- 
gade, who left his picket-post this a. in., reports no change in the enemy’s 
position in that vicinity. He vsays there are 700 men in Scales’ bri- 
gade. There are 500 men in his regiment. It is considered to be a 
large regiment, and is by far the largest regiment in the brigade. He 
knows nothing of Longstreet or Early, nor does he know of any recent 
movement whatever. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

eT. McENTEE, 
Cajytain^ 


Headqttarters Army of the Potomac, 

/September 6*, J8Gi. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : I have seen the esca])ed sailor the second time. He states 
that he followed the Danville road out to where it crosses the Appo- 
mattox (after leaving Belle Island), crossed the river at that point, and 
came down on the south bank until within twenty-four miles of Peters- 
burg, when he took a southerly course and passive! between Pet(‘rsbnrg 
and Dinwiddie Court-House. He says he crossed the V aughan road and 
the plank road, and on the north bank of the iirst stream he came to 
(on referring to the map says it was the Ro wanly), quite near the Wel- 
don railroad, he saw a large camp of troops; thinks they were infantry, 
as he saw no horses about. Three or four miles north of that point he 
also saw a camp, which a negro told him v as General Butler’s command. 
It was on Sunday last that he saw these troops. The enemy have had 
considerable dismounted cavalry in that vicinity, and he may have seen 
their camps. The informant seems much brighter this morning, and 
gives a edearer statement than lie did yest<wday; still h(' is much con- 
fused in regard to the road he came, as he tr‘*veled most of the way in 
the night, and in finding his way out was obliged to retrace his steps 
on the same road several times. 

Respectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain, 


Lieutenant Manning : 


City Point, September 6‘, t8Gf. 

(Received 11.40 a. m.) 


We.havo reason to believe that no one has been permitted to lcav(^ 
Richmond since Friday last. Citizens living toward tlu^ Chickahominy 
tliink that preparations are being made to evaeuatt^ Richmond. They 
judge so from the extreme precaution taken to prevent communication 
from the city to the adjoining counties of the Peninsula. The true 
reason probably is to conceal the passage of troops. Deserters at 
lieadqnarters Array of the Potomac this morning i*(q)ort the return of 
Kershaw^s division. They are not from that division, however. 


SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


(Same to Captain McBntee.) 
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Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Beptemher 6j 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Maj. B. P. Fisher: 

The enemy extended rear line of works northwest from station during 
the night. Lines unchanged. 

H. W. FTJLTONT, 

Sergeant 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September 6‘, 1864 — 6.15 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The condition of the atmosphere has prevented a view of the enemy’s 
lines since 10 a. m. Ko movements observed before that time. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 6y 1864. 

Corps Commanders: 

The following memorandum, indicating the disposition that will be 
made of the troops in the event of a general attack upon the rear, is 
sent for your informatioii and guidance by direction of tlie major- 
general commanding. The disposition, will be modified according to 
circumstances : 

1. Major-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, will be charged 
with the line from the Weldon railroad through the Gurley house to 
a point half way to the Williams house. Ho would keep a reserve on 
his right, besides holding the inclosed works of his present position, 

2. Brigadier-General Willcox, commanding Ninth Corps, will be 
charged with tlie line from the point midway between the Gurley house 
and the Williams house to and including the works on the plank road. 
He will place his best troops at the Williams house, plank road, and 
at the small redoubt between Williams’ and Gurley’s. He will hold 
the line fronting toward Petersburg in the manner heretofore indicated. 

3. Major-General Hancock, commanding Second Corps, will hold the 
rear line from the left of the idank road to the termination of the line 
on the Blackwater. The front line of the corps will be held in the 
m inner prescribed in previous orders. 

4. Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Corps, will be prepared 
to support the rear line with his reserved troops. 

5. Corps commanders will at once make themselves familiar with the 
pa.rts of the line apportioned to their corps. 

0. Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding cavalry, will be prepared 
to meet the movements of the enemy’s cavalry either in occupying part 
of rilie-pits with his men dismounted or in covering between the Black- 
water and James. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS. 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to General Gregg.) 
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Headquarters Army of the Totomao, 

ISeptemher 6^ 1861 — ^,:20 p, }ii. 


Corps Commanders: 


The major-geueial commanding requests that corps commanders will 
inform him of the number of batteries they will reciuire in addition to 
those they have available for the occupation of the rear line in the 
manner indicated in the circular memorandum of to-day. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Gemral and Chief of 8taff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 6‘, 1861 — 2 a, m. (Sent G a. m.) 
Major-General Hanoock:, Commanding Second Corps: 

I meant to say in my dispatch of 10.15 p. m. [5th], that probably it 
’Nvould be best after furnishing the pai’ty for the abatis to divide th<^ 
remainder available for fatigue duty between the work about the Will- 
iams house and the work beyond it, tilling less than half the engineer 
requisition for party. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 6', 1861 — 0 a, in. 
General Williams, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

My whole command has been on fatigue during the night excepting 
MotPs division. The lino from the Williams house to the loft is pretty 
well under way and is still being worked on. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 6j 1861, 

General Humphreys, Chief of^ Staff: 

Two deserters from Wilcox’s old brigade have just come in. They 
report nothing new. Neither of them has seen or heard of IQarly’s 
command, but understand that Lon gstreet’s troops, whi<*h were on the 
other side of the James, have been brought heiu. They are both igno- 
rant men. No unusual activity wais noticed by them in their own 
division. 

WINFI) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headqxtarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 6’, 1861 — 12,20 p, m, 
Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps: 

Deserters from Hoke’s division corroborate the information sent by 
you last night and this morning respecting the movement of troops to 
our left yesterday and last night. They state that Early’s troops and 
others moved to our left yesterday and last night. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYfc}, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Geucral Humphreys: 


Headquarters Second Army OorpSj 

Scfptemljer 6^ 186d. 


General Mott has about 2,500 availa1)le ineii under the arrangement 
of 2,000 men per mile. Am I to consider them as i)art of the force for 
my rear line? 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 6*, 1864. — 3A5 p. m. 


Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The 2,500 available men of JViott would form part of the force for your 
lino in the event of an attack such as supposed. Their transfer would 
be made only Avhen the vhole character of the attack was devel0i)ed 
into such as su})posed. 

A. A. HIIMPHEPIYS, 
Major-<hneral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 6, 1861 — 7.15 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

A report from the chief of artillery of the Second Cori)s to General 
Hunt states that the ihain line from the large redan, sometimes called 
Fort Hell, along the little redan to Ames^ battery, is occupied only with 
a picket-line. The mam line turns off to the right a little beyond Ames’ 
battery and connects with the redoubt where the 10-inch mortar bat- 
tery formerly was. Near Ames’ battery the double line begins, the 
front line running along Thomas’ and Ehodes’ batteries, which are now 
to be withdrawn. But on the left of Ames’ battery, as far as and includ- 
ing the big redan or Fort Hell, theie is no double line, the front line 
being the main one. Tn rear of Fort Hell General Warren turned a 
covered way into a place of arms for reservCvS, but it is not part of a 
(‘ontinuous line. The report of the chief of artillery of the Second 
Corps makes it probable that this covered way has been considered by 
General Mott as the main se(*ond line which it was not intended to be 
and is not. The ifont line at the part indicated is the inain line and 
should not be left to a picket-line. 

A. A.HUMPllPEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 6*, 1861. (deceived 10.35 p. ni.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade came in to-night. Neither of 
them arc aware of any movement on other side, nor have they heard any- 
46 R R— VOL XLII, PT I] 
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thing of Early, except that one says lie heard something said about 
some of Early^s troops having gone to Atlanta. Your dispatch about 
Mott’s line has been attended to. 

WINTE’l) JS. IIANOOOK, 

Major-deneraL 


Circular.] H3i:A3:)QUARTEiiS Se(H)NI) Army Coiu’S, 

M(^l)tenibvr 6 *, ISO I, 

The following dis])ositioii of troop^s is ordered on the line now being 
built: The First Division, (General Miles eonimandiiig, will hold from 
the left of the plank road (where it will connect with the Ninth ('orps) 
to a point where the line enters the cleared field, in which Colonel 
Smyth, commanding Second Division, now has his headquarters. Tlic 
Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will hold Irom this point 
to the left of the line, including the fort on the Norfolk road, ('olomd 
Smyth will, however, direct as large a detail as practicable for slashing 
timber along the line as far as IukS troops worked to-day, especially at 
the point where his line leaves the wood near the Widow Smith’s house. 
The stunted pines must be cleared away in this place and as heavy 
slashing made as practicable, Ceiieral Miles will rc(‘all his details now 
at work on the right of the ])lank road and will slash thotimbew as far 
as practicable, especially in front of the earth- work located on his luu^., 
so as to give the artillery as great a range as possible. If more bat- 
teries are available, as is expected, Deneral JMilos will be furnished Avitlf 
two or three. Colonel Smyth with one and asetdion, the remainder of 
the artillery being iii reserve. Information being re(*.eived that tln^ 
enemy have passed toward our left in strong forces the commanding ' 
general hopes the troops will see the necessity 4)f calling on them for 
unusual exertion essential to their security. A few hours more of such 
labor as has been performed during the past twenty-four hours will 
have put the line in a state of defense f o render it easy fco repulst^ any 
attack of the enemy. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

W. r. WILBON, 

Oaj)tabi and Acting Anshtant Adjidant-OenvraL 


Special Orders, ] Ilixius. Artillery^ Brul, Second ('ours, 

No. 145. ( ISeptvmher 6*, ISOL 

The commanding officers of the Third New Jersey Battery (Oai)fain 
Woeriicr), G, First New York Artillery ((Jai)tain Ames), and Firsf New 
IIaiuj)shire Battery (Lieutenant OhamberJin) will immediately with- 
diaw tlieir batteries to the open field near Southall lionse. This 
is th(* same field in Avhieh the batteries of <Jai)tain BroAvn and Lumton- 
ant Granger now arc, and it is just in rear of tlic lino of works that 
j)r()te(*t the Hank. Battery commanders are (tantioned to get into tlie 
liglit field. After arriving the batteries can unhitch and unharness, 
but Avill be in readiness to move at very short notice. 

By cominaiid of Cai)t. F. M. Kdgoll: 

TJ. D. EDDY, 

Acting AnHiniant Adjntant-(hncrnl 
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Headquarters First Division, Second Corps, 

September 6‘, 1864, 

Captain Wilson, 

Acting Amistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report that I have established my 
headcpiarters at the Williams house. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISTELSONT A. MILES, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Corps, 

Smith Hoim\ September 6, 1801 — D,JO }). m. 

Capt, W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Assiatant Adjutant- Genemd^ Second Army Corps : 
Captain: I have the honor to report that in compliance with circular 
of this p. m. from headquarters Second Corps I have mov(^d my divis- 
ion to the left of the Jerusalem xdank road, with my right resting upon 
that road. The left of the line assigned me by that (*ircular is oecui)ied 
by a brigade of the Second Division, which is to move out at daylight. 
From the -plank road to the right beyond the Williams houi-e, the 
line which I left, is iiow^ vacant, the Mnth Corx)s not having moved in. 
I have room for three batteries on my line. Two have reixnded to mo. 
When the Second Division moves out in the morning L sliall ])e able, 
by forming my division in one rank, to fill the lim^ of works assigned to 
me. J\)ssibly one brigade may be able to form two ranks, but i do not 
expect it. 

I am, cai)taiu, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NELS015I A. MILES, 

J>r iga dier-GeneraU Co m m and hig. 


General Orders, ) IIdqrs. Second Dtv., 2d Army Corps, 

1^0. 67. ) September 6‘, 1864. 

The undersigned assumes command of the division. 

T. A. SMYTH, 

Colonel First Delaware Veteran Volmteers. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 6’, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you will 
proceed as we talked of this a. in. I would suggest that one regiment 
be put where the Second Division vacated, it will be necessary to put 
a small regiment, or about 200 men, in the fort for a garrison. The 
tents should be covered with brush, so that in case of a sudden move 
it will not be noticed by the enemy so readily. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient ser^^ant, 

J. ir. LOCKWOOD, 

JAentenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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IIeadquarteuvS Fieth Army Corps, 

tie})temher 6‘, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj utant- Genera I : 

I have the lioiior to report that nothing unusual occurred in iny front 
during yesterday or last night. Details nuinbeiing J,()00 men were at 
work yesterday on the defenses on this line. 

G. K. WAERFhT, 

Major-General. 


llEAlXilTARTERS ARMY OF THE Ih)T()MA(J, 

JSe2)lember 6*, 186 J — 13 m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Gommandhuj Fifth Corps: 

A deserter from Hoke’s division reports that troops trom Early passed 
toward our left yesterday and last night. This inlbrination is (*orrobo- 
rated by statements from desert<Ts iroin other divisions. Tln^ com- 
manding general desires that you have a vigilant lookout kei)t u]) in 
your direction and that every ellbrt be made to complete the rear line 
of intrenchment. 

A. A. ILUMPIIREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of i8tajf. 


Headquarters Fifth ('orus, 

i^ept ember 6‘, L86i. 

General Humphreys: 

I have received your communication in relation to holding the rear 
lines. I will do wliatever I can in the event of the enemy (‘oming in 
that direction. I suppose if I should be heavily attacked all around 
my present position some one else would have to look out bc^yond the 
Gurley house as the enemy could not atta(*k everywhere at once. 1 
think the rear line east of the Gurley house very badly located, rc(iuir- 
ing the maximum of infantry and giving but little chance for artillery. 
It may do for a sudden emergency, but as far as L have seen it I think 
it should be remodeled. The location of these defenses for a continuous 
line of battle is a simple atlair, but to be held by small for(*e ])()ints 
should be most carefully chosen, li' thcire. is artillery to spare I would 
like to have tlie thr(‘e batteiies I ap])lied for a lew days ago to i*epla(*e 
those gone out of service. J am williiiii: to try with what 1 have. On 
the whole, if Early does not c*ome back, 1 think an attack on us 
extremely improbable, and do not think it likc‘ly ev<Mi if he does. Gen- 
eral Lee will more probably await our advance on the Danville road, 
whhih it is gcmerally believed we will make. My line is made con- 
tinuous now to the Gurley house. 

G. K. WARPEN, 

Major- General. 


General Williams: 


llEAlXiirARTERS FiFTll ARMY OoRPS, 

Ideptember 6‘, 186 


(Jeneral: j wish to withdraw from your til<\s my dispatch that Gen- 
oral Griiliu and General Ayres slumld conuuaud tlie two divisions pro- 
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posed. I aui writing a full report on tlie subject of reorganization to 
(xeneral Meade. Tlie change i)ractically could not yet go into eifect 
from our urgent field duties and the necessity for coini)leting our last 
nioTith’s reports under the old organization. 

Eespectfully. 

G. K. WAEREF, 

Major- General^ Command mg. 


nEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, FiFTH OoRPS, 

jSeptemher d, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjnl ant- General : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report the firing to have arisen from 
a party of rebels — variously estimated by my party at the house, all 
of whom made their esea])e, at 200, by others at twenty to thirty — fir- 
ing a volley, yelling, and then running to the Davis house, hly picket 
commander deployed the reserve, advanced to the house, and found 
nothing there. 

Very respe(‘tfully, your obedient servant, 

E. P>. AYEES, 

Bri ga d ier- Gen era 1. 


nEAD<2ITARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, 

8eji)teml)er 6*, 1864 — 9.80 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. Williams, 

A^^sititanf Adjutant-General : 

1 have the lionor to report all quiet on my front during the last 
twenty-four hours, save a few sliots exchanged with the enemy^s ve- 
ilettes in front of Second Division. The pits reported abandoned in 
\^esterdaiy’s report wei*e ()cciii)ied last night by the enemy, sui)i)osed to 
be cavalry vedettes. 

O. E. WILLOOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

8ei)tember d, 1861 — 12 m. 

Brigadier-General Wtllcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

Tlie connuanding general desires to know what progress has been 
made in the construction ol that part of the rear line of defense as- 
iiigned to your corps, and when it will probably be completed. The re- 
ports from deserters from Hoke’s and other divisions concur in stating 
that Early’s and other troops passed to our left yesterday and last night. 
The commanding general desires that every pre])aration possible be 
made in your command for transfer to the rear line in the contin- 
geiK'.y indicated in ])revious communications, and that strict vigilance 
be enjoined on the troops. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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flEADQUARTERS JS'lNTH ARMY OOKPS, 

September 0) 186 J — l^r3() 2>- m, 

Alajor- General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 am constructing a small i‘edoiil)t on tlie rear liuCj wliicli, wlien the 
slashing is (loiu‘, will look to the right to the oi)en country in rear of 
tlie Gurley house and to the left to the open plain on which the Will- 
iams house stands and command an open view to the front (south) to 
the woods beyond the ISinith house. The rifle-pits will be done by 
night to the swale bounding the plain on the west where the Williams 
house stands, connecting with Miles’ division at the swale which bounds 
that plain. 

O. Jl. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier’ Cener ah 


HEADQirARTERS NiNTH ARMY GORPS, 

Septmnher 6‘, 186i. 

Major-General Hxtmphreys, 

Chief of 8iaff\- 


Your dispatch of 12 m. received. I telegraphed you at 12.20. The 
rifle-pits of the rear line will be completc^d before dark and as inu(*.h 
slashing of woods as posvsible. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigad ier- Genera L 


nEAD(2XTAKTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

September 6‘, 186 i — 8.15 p, m. 

Brigadier-General Willoox, 

Commanding IS^inth Corpn: 

The troops holding your line fronting toward Peterslmrg should be 
disposed with a view to holding it with a for<*c of 2,000 per mile, 
including those in the inclosed works on it, and also with a view of 
holding it with the troops in the inclosed works only. Thos(^ trooi)s 
above the rate of 2,000 p(‘r mile should b<‘ held in r(^.serv(^ If nothing 
occurs between this and the anorning it is probable that some part of 
your surplus command will be scut to the Williams liouse, and PeiTcaxa’s 
division moved from the Gnrley house toward the Williams lious(‘, and 
a division from General Warren’s corps be sent to the Gui‘l(\v house. 

A. A. IHJMPIIRMYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staf. 


irEADQTTARTEIiS NiNTTI ARMY (/ORX^S, 
September 6*, 1861, (He<*(nved (>.40 p. m.) 
Major-General IltiMPirKEVH, 

Chief of Staff': 

In cas(* Warren relieves Ferrero, by putting F(UTero’s division on the 
line toward Petersburg, I could fill the com])lement. of 2,000 men to the 
mile very nearly and have both white divisions available; otherwise I 
shall havcto])uton ]>arts of both white divisions and divide the organ- 
ization. 

<). P>. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier’ General 
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Hbadquaetees Ninxh AEirr Corps, 

Sejttember 6, 1864 — 9,10 m. 

Major-Geueral HtrMPHEEYS: 

From General Hancock’s right, across the plank road to the Will* 
iams house, there is a gaj) of some 400 yards, concerning which I have 
received the following dispatch in answer to my inquiries ; 

Headqoakteks Second Corps, 

iSeptemher 6^ 1S64. 

General O. B. Willcox, 

Commanding Nmth Corps: 

My troops liavo Lecn 'v\^orked so I have no parties out to-night, except some hun- 
dred men slashing timber along the plank road and to the left. I understood that 
the line at the Williams house was nearly completed, and proposed to work my men 
in the morning on that part of the line for which I am wspocially responsible. 1 have 
only aliout 5,500 men for duty not on the front line in Mott^s division, and they have 
worked so well and so constantly, all of them being on fatigue last night, that I 
must give them rest. If you are not able to complete the lino to the plank road I 
will give you what assistance I can to-morrow and complete my own line. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 

My men are equally worn out with labor night and day, but I can 
put a brigade on this gap to-morrow morning if that will answer. 
Please reply to-night so that I can make my arrangements. I have 
received no reply to my dispatch in regard to the disposition of the 
colored troops. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquajrters Aemy op the Potomac, 

September 6, 1864 — 9A5 p. m. 

Bi'igadier-General Willcox, 

Commundmg Ninth Corps : ' 

The brigade to-morrow for the vacant part near the plank road will 
answer very well. Xo arrangement is yet made respecting the occupa- 
tion of tlie Gurley house by a division from Warren. The conclusion 
upon the subject will be made to-morrow. You cannot move Perrero 
iriitil that is decided. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September (>, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


Your dis])atch received.* If you can complete the work on the plank 
road and the redoubt between that and the Williams house it is all I 


ask. I will start a brigade to the Williams house from here at day- 
light with orders to work on redoubt at Williams’ house and line con- 
necting redoubts. Can you oblige me by having your chief of artillery 
or other officer on the ground to indicate the plan of the work you have 


^ See Willeox to Humphreys, 9.10 p. m., second, ante. 
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laid out. I am aY^areof your own necessities, but ])avt of niy command 
is working to night on the line which will be oc(*iipied by Warren, 
otherwise I should not trouble you. Please answer. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigad lev- General, 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

/September 6 ‘, J8GJ. 

General Willoox; 

The works you refer to were laid out by the engineers who are at 
the Williams house. General Miles work(‘d on the lino to-day, and 1 
will have one of his staff on the line to vsliow you to-morrow^ morning, 
I have only two of my own staif' familiar with it, and they will be on 
the Norfolk road in the morning. I will see early to-morrow morning 
what troops I will have available for wmrk not absolutely neciessary 
on my line. I think you will tind most of the w^ork done, as I have 
had two brigades there since last evening. 

WINFB 8. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

, September 6*, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

Commanding (Second Dhnsion: 

General: The general commanding directs me to say to you that 
you will please hold your reserve brigade in readiness to move to the 
Williams house at an early hour in the morning, to assist in the (*om- 
pletion of the works at that point. Humphrey’s brigade will move at 
daylight to that point. Yours may be ne(‘essary in addition. Your 
brigade will make the necessary arrangements for tools. Phrase send 
a staff otlicer to confer with Colonel Ihiinphrey, who will be on the 
ground about 5,30. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient; ser\'ant, 

W. V. JUCIIAPDS, 
Captain and Alde-de Camp, 


Headquarters Ninth Army (Jorps, 

JS<piember 6‘, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Hartrani^’T, 

Commanding Third Diviaion: 

General: The (‘onnnanding geiuTal direcis that yon simd Hum- 
phrey’s brigade at daylight to-morfow to (‘oinjilete the redoubts and 
line betw’’een the Williams house and plank road. Work (Voin the Will- 
iams house until you eonnect with working parties of the 8e<*<)nd (’Dri)S. 
General Hancock has promised to render all the aid he can townird the 
completion of these works in the morning. Tools can be had U])ou 
application to staff otliccrs at these hcad(|uart(Ts; also wagons. 

J have the honor to be, general, very rcs])cctfnlly, your obcMlicnt 
servant, 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, 
AHninfant Adjutant- General. 
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IIeadquaetees Second Division, Oavaley Goepf?, 

JSept ember 6 , Ji^6i — 5, SO p. m, 

]\rnj. Geii. A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 

Chief of Staffs Aron^ of the ISotomac: 

General: I liave tlie lionor to report that no eliang'e liaK been 
(>bscr\ ed in front of the cavalry line. 

I am^ very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MclM. GREGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Cavalry, 


ITeadqitaetees Tenth Army Corps, 

- Hept ember 6, 186 i. 

Brift’adier-General TVilliams, 

A ss i stant A dj u ta n t- Gen era I : 

Toward dusk last evening the enemy relieved several brigades from 
trenehes, whieh gave rise to the report of Their massing. Between S 
and 0 o^clo(‘k in the evening the enemy ehecTed loudly, and opened 
vigorously from their artillery. I now oeenpy the second line from right 
of >Se<*ond Oor])s to R(‘(loubt l^o, 3, near the Hare house. Piekets in 
advance of and in the Ibimer line hold it. J am woikiiigon the new 
line to comidete it; it is shorter and better. 

1). B. BIRKEY, 

Major-General, 


[Tiidotsonu lit J 


Eespeetfnlly forwarded for the information of Li(mt(mant-Geueral 
(xrant. 


JNO. G. PARKE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


JlEADCiTrAETEES TeNTH OoEPS, 

t8ex)iember 6‘, 180 L 

Major-General TTuMPnEEVS: 

1 would not need any additional artilhny. I have eighteen guns in 
reserve on my line that would be siidieient artillery for my small reserve 
as a sn])])ort. 

J), B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General, 


llEAD(iUAETEES TENTH AEMY OOEPS, 

tSept ember 1861, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A deserter fi'om Hoke’s divivsion, on my right, reports that last night 
a division of General Early’s marehed through Petersburg to the Wel- 
don i*ailroad. He says the cheering was for their arrival. Another 
deserter says that troops all day yesterday from Jiichmond defenses 
were moving toward our left: that General Lee has moved his head- 
quarters there near Weldon raih-oad. They agree that the arrived 
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determination is to make a determined etfbrt to repossess tliat road. I 
send you this for what it is worth. It agrees with my observations as to 
movements of troops during the night. 

D. B. BIBNEY, 

MujojT’Qeneral. 


[Intloi SMiient ] 

KespectMly forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

JNO. G. PABKE, 

Major- Ge}ieraJ^ Commanding. 


llEADQUARTERS TeNTII ARMY OOKPS, 

i^ejptemher 6 , i6’67. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

AsHinfant Adjutant- General : 

Another deserter says that during yesterday and last night regiments 
were picked from Iloke’s division and marched to the left oC our line 
near Weldon railroad. He thought that four regiments were takc'ii. 
This was not substantiated by other deserters, but he seemed a bright 
fellow and confident of fact. 

T). B. BIBNEY, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va,<^ ldei)tember 6, tS(>f, 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding First Division : 

General: The major general eoinmanding directs that Bedoubt 
Ho. 3 be garrisoned without delay, a good (*olonel pla(*ed in command, 
and the slashing in its front completed. The colonel can use his regi- 
ment in completing the work. Captain Briscoe, aide-de-camp, will 
indicate to him the line that is to be corrected if Captain Gillespie is 
not present. 

Very resi)ectfnlly, your obedient s<n*vant, - 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistani A djulant-Gcnerah 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Einsr Division, Tenth Aumv Corps, 

Before l,*etershi(rg^ Vc., t^eplember 6', AS'67 — 10, iO 
Colonel Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteer’s, (*ommanding FivvSt 
Brigade, will immediately extend his line to a point 100 yards to the 
right of Pollett’s battery, relieving tlie troo])s of the See^ond Brigade 
on the left of tliai point, and will also extend his left 100 yards to th<‘ 
left of the fourteen-gun battery — not counting in the gorge of that 
work — and relieving the trooi>s of th(‘ Third Brigade for 100 yards on 
the right of their line. 

By order of Brig. Gen, A. II. Terry: 

A. TEBBY, 

Captain and Assistani Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near PeUrshiirgj Se2)tember 6y 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. "W. Smith, 

Assistant A<ljutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report tliat during the past twenty- 
four hours there have been no changes in the position of the troops of 
my command or, UvS far as can be seen, in those of the enemy. Owing 
to the unfavorable weatlier last night but little work was done on my 
front except in drawing and in hlling and placing sand-bags in position 
for loop-holes. Four hundred men were at work on a new work in 
progress on my right. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

ll. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- Ceneral^ Commanding. 


Headquarters District of NTorth Carolina, 

New Berne, N. C., September 6, 1861. 

Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, 

Commanding Hub-Distrwt of Beaufort : 

Colonel: Some information, which I tliink it improper to^ neglect, 
has come to the elie(*t that an attempt is to be made by the rebels to 
blow up tlie railroad and capture a train, also to place some torpedoes 
at Cedar Point to blow up some of the vessels. You must keep a good 
lookout for the railroad and the approaches to it from both sides as far 
as Havelock, and until further ordei's a guard of at least one company 
will accompany each train. The hours for running the trains will 
probably be changed, the di^vu trains leaving in the morning. These 
guards will in that event be furnished from here. Lieutenant Ward, 
with about 101) men, is with the little steamer Arrow in Slocomb^s Creek 
wat<‘hing the river in that vicinityo He has a Wiard gun with him on 
the steamer. You must make the best use you can of Graham’s cav- 
alry, and, with vigilance, I think we can perhai)s capture any party that 
may come down with evil intent. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. K PALMEE; 

1 >r Iga d i er- General. 


No. Ill Ekmsen Btreet, Prooklvn, N. Y, 

tiept ember 6\ 1864. 

Waj. Gen. 11. W. JIalleck, 

Chief of 8taffj IL 8. Army : 

General: I have the honor to transmit herewith a project for clos- 
ing Cape Fear Eiver. It involves a co operation between land and 
naval forces. I have to request that it be placed before the Secretary 
of War for his i)erusal and then sent to tin* General-iu-Chief. 

Very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

Q. A. GILLMOEB, 

Major-General. 
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Sei>tembeh 10, 1804. 

Bi\speetfully foi’T'iirded to Lieiiteiia.iit-(loiieral Grant. 

11. AY. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chic/ of Staff. 

[Incloauro.] 

New Yoek, 6\ JSGf, 

jProjeet for <JT*<‘frolhi closmij the xwri of WUmnufion^ls^O.^to blocli- 

(tde-rnnnerH, 

There are two ship cliaiineLs into Oape Fear Fiver, viz, th(* Houili- 
erii entrance between Oak and Smith’s Islands, and New Inlet Olian- 
iiel between Zecks’ Island and Federal Point. The southern entran(*e 
is defended by Fort Caswell and a powerful iindosed battery at Y on 
Oak Island and by a strong work at Paid Head and another work 
nearly completed at C on Smith’s Island. At Fort Caswell the arina- 
nient has been idaced on the glacis, which has been raised to ])roteet 
the^inasonry of the work. The work at A is about one mile fi'oin h\)rt 
Caswell and is placed on the prolongation of the axis of the* channel. 
One channel runs very near A, as well as to Fort Caswcdl ; anothiu' 
passes near Bald Head Point, connecting with the first abreast of Fort 
Caswell. Here there is a line of obstructions under the gun's of t ho ibrt. 
Oak Island is separated from tlie mainland by a marsh which ahbrds 
a good defense. The island is not occupied by the enemy, so far as we 
know, west of A. It is heavily covered with live oak and undergrowth 
and the seashore is skirted with sand ridges for the entire length of 
the island w'cst of A. Lockwood’s* Folly Inlel, at the west end, for- 
merly had five to six feet of water in the clianiiel at low tide. Then^ have 
been no recent examinations of it reported. At V> the works ar(‘ (piih^ 
strong offensively and comprise batterii^s for channel d<dens(^. looking 
toward Fort Caswell and otluTs toward th(‘ sea, all ovcTloolced by works 
on Bald Head, which have a command of about ibrty feet. At C the 
works were not com])leted, although in progrevss one month ago. Cans 
are probably in position there now. 

No batteries have everbcHui seen between Bald Head and ('a])(* ^^‘ar 
except field pieces, which ani sonudimes run out u])on tiui Ixmch to (*over 
the ingress of blockade-runners. From Bald Head IN)iut east about 
one mile this bea<*h is obstructed by trees. Tlu^ remaining three mih^s 
to Cape Fear is hard, smooth, andoi)en, and in still W(‘ather or (wen 
daring the prevaleiu^e of easterly, northeasterly, northerly, and westerly 
winds, is well sheltered and affords a good and sale pla(*e to disembark 
troops. The south end of yniith’s Island tor aboutwone- mih^ in wi<lth 
along the shore is (‘overed with dense wood and undergrowth. The 
balance of the island to the north as far as Zeidcws’ Island is mendy a 
narrow strip of sand fronting on the ocean and separaBxl from the 
dmiinel of Capo Fear Fiver by impraetieablc [.sic] and marshes. 
Troops could be disembarked on the (‘ast or sea front of Smith’s Islaml 
during the prevalence (>f southwesterly or Avesterly Avinds. At low 
water the two shallow iiilefs between Zeeks’ and Smith’s Islands are 
dry, or so nearly so that the two Islands ar(» i)raeli<*ally one. 

The Noav Inlet ontranee is defended by several batteries on Fedcaul 
Point and by a small work on Zeeks’ Island. The Federal Point works 
comi)rise Fort Fisher, which is a strong inclosed work with five or six 
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ginis ill llaxo caseinates; an inclosed work at D, willi two guns in Tlaxo 
caseinates; the Mound Battery, sixty ieet high, with three or four guns, 
also inclosed, and four other batteries between Fislier and tlic Mound, 
mounting from three to five guns eacli. These four batteries, at latest 
reports, were not inclosed; tliey arc probably so l<>cated as to lie pro* 
tected by Fisher, the Mound, and the battery at D. Field guns are 
sometimes brought out upon the beach nortli ol* Fort Fisher toj)rotei*t 
blockade-runners. Nortli of Fort Fisher the seashoiN^ is quite bold, 
and troops can he disembarked there in still weather without great dif- 
iicuity, and under cover of men-of-war, within loO or 200 yards from 
the shore. Theie are known to be obstructions in Fa])e Fear Fiver at 
one point above Fort Caswell, iirotected by a battery on the west bank. 
This bank, indeed, favors the establishment of batteries for the defense 
oi‘ the channel. 

The foregoing is simply an outline of the most imiiortant items of 
information with regard to the water-defenses of Wilmington down to 
a peiiod quite recent. Numerous interesting details, oi* greahm or less 
importance, have been omitted. It is believed by naval oilicers, recently 
from the Wilmington blockade, that th<^ depth of water in the New 
Inlet Channel is amply sullicient for the iiassage ot‘ the monitois now 
off Charleston. 


PROPOJSEO PEANS OP OPERATIONS. 

First plan — to be executed with G,()0() men : (^apture Zeoks^ Island by 
a surprise at daybreak, and land simultaneously, or soon after day- 
break, a force on Smith’s Island to hold its narrow sea-front. At the 
sanui time, or, at farthest, before the enemy’s gun-boats could be 
brought down the river against Zeeks’ Island, the monitors should 
run by tlie Federal I\)iut batteries, while lh<' rest of the fleet engaged 
them. With Zeeks’ Island and the narrow part of Smith’s Island 
securely in our possession, and a monitor force in the river, the block- 
ade* vould be perfect. l)ui*ing tlie daytime the monitors should lie 
near Ze<‘ks’ Island, as far off’ as iiovssible from the Avesb bank of Cape 
Fear Fiver and the Fedei aJ Point batteries — say about 3,000 yards dis- 
tant from ea(‘h. At night they could take up such position in the 
ehaiinel as could efle(*tually close it. Bliould the attempt to capture 
Z(*(*ks’ Island by surprise lail, it vstill might be taken by siege, provided 
the monitors got in. But should they fail to enter, Zeeks’ Island might 
not he t(*nable against the gun-boats of the enemy, unopxmsed by any 
naval force. A knowledge, wliich we do not now possess, of the inte- 
rior arrangem(*nt of the work there could alone settle this x)oint. As 
not more than 1,200 or 1,500 men would bo necessary to t(*st the prac- 
ticability of carrying Zeeks’ Island by surprise, this latter should be 
atbunpted sizuultaneously with the second ])lan, leaving a choice 
between the two to be made at the propei* time, il* it should be 
found necessary to abandon eillier. Indeed, the first ] dan should bo 
tried if only as a feint in favor of the second. The difficulty of supply- 
ing the troops upon an open beach is a matter of detail that has been 
duly considered. 

Hei'oiid plan — to be executed with 12,000 men ; part of these to be used 
against Zeeks’ and Bmitb’s Islands in accordance with the first i>lau: 
Land the troops on th(^ open heach above Port Fisher, and at once estab- 
lish a strongly intrench<*d line across tlie peninsula to Gape Fear Fiver. 
This line would be about three-quarters of a mile long, running through 
a dense wood. While the troops are landing, the iroii-eiads should run 
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l)y tlie batteries defending Inlet, while the rest of the fleet engages 

them. The irou-clads, after entering, slioiild take up a i)osition in Oai)e 
Fear Eiver abreast the land forees. rntil the Federal Point batteries 
should be reduced, the troops would receive their supplies on the open 
beach as in the first plan. 

The second plan is inoie complete in its results than the first. It 
would yield good results even should the iron-clads (ail to get in or 
meet with disaster subsequently, lor with bat kales built well out toward 
the channel in shallow w’uter, and the use of ])oweriul calcium lights, 
and such channel obstructions as could be constructed at night, the 
river could bo (dosed quite efiectually, it is believed, without the con- 
tinual x)resen(*c of gun boats on the inside. 

The execution of either plan calls for the combined skill and expe- 
rience of the engineer and artillerist. hnx)ortaut professional details are 
involved in the oijeration, for which the oificer to be (diarged with the 
work should have time to prepare. Secrecy being important, if not 
essential, the naval forces should rendezvous at some distaium from the 
scene of proxDosed operations. Charleston harbor is a suitable x>oint, in- 
asimudi as the iron-clads are there, and it would look like an attack in 
that quarter. 

The above are siinifly the most salient features of ax>rojcct or ]>roJ(‘cts 
for closing Wilmington to blockade-runners. 1 am free to say that I 
have given the subject a great deal of thought. I (irmly believe the 
plans x)racticable and am willing to risk iiiy reputation in attempting 
their execution.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Q. A. GILLMORK, 
Major-Ocnenil of Volmitco'H. 


General Parke: 


riEAininARTERS SEOONB ArMY CORPS, 

JSq)t€)nher 7 , 1S(IL 


There seems to he a break bet\ve(m the newline taken by CcmTal 
Biniey and the line occuxned by the Second Corps, The break is at 
the l^^orfolk road. I wish you would send your (dnef of stador chief 
engineer to correct and establish the line that must bo held. 

(I. S. GRANT, 

L i c u tcHU H t- QencraL 


IlEADf,UTARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOTVTAO, 

• Pro vost-IMarstial-General’s Pepa rtment, 

tSvptvmbcr 7^ IHGL 

Major-G(niei*al IIumpitrevs, 

Chief of Hiaff: 

(iENEral: Two deserters froju Finegads and two from Harris’ bri- 
gad(\s who loft tlm enemy’s lines last night Just airived here, and ivpori. 
no (iliaiige in the position of I\lah(>ne’s division. Harris’ bngad(‘ num- 
bers about oOO men, and Fim^gan’s (with Perry’s) about 800 men for 
duty. Th(\v know nothing of any part of Lon gstrcct’s corps, and hiiNe 
iicitlier se(m nor Inward of any iwent inovenumts. 

\'ery respect (ally, yonr ob(*diejit servant, 

d. Mcd^LNTFF, 
(Uiptain^ 

’ A Hkct<‘h ac<‘oin}>iniyiii^ this uill appcsir in th(‘ Allaa. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

City Pointy September 7, 1864. 

Major-General Humphi^eys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Our agent succeeded in getting through from Eichmond 
last night, bringing three refugees with him. Unusual precautions 
have been taken -within a few days, for some reason not explained, in 
preventing the passage of persons within and wifiiout the lines, and 
our agent was obliged to take two nights to make the trip, having left 
Eichmond on Monday evening. Kershaw’s divivsion or any other 
troops from Early have arrived at Petersburg it is not known that 
they have passed tlirough Eichmond. One of the men brought through 
was an agent for an express <Dmx)any, and was accustomed to go every 
day to the Petersburg depot. His own attention not being directed to 
the fact, ho did not make particular inquiries, but he heai d nothing 
indicating that any troojis have within the last week or ten days, yr at 
any time lately, been sent from Eichmond by the Petersburg road. 
There are very condicting rumprs in Eichmond with legard to Early, 
and poox)le think that the (Jovernment is sending out reports in order 
to conceal his real movements. The rumor heretofore reported that 
trooi)S had been sent to re-enforce Hood is still current in Eichmond, 
altln-iich it is known or believed that none have gone from General 
Lee’s army. Our agent was entirely unable to learn, after making 
inquiry from different sources, what Early’s x)resent x)<)sition w^as, or 
whether any poition ol* his troox)s had been sent to Hood; but, as before 
stated, he was unable to learn that any trooi)S have passed through 
Ei(*lnnond lately. If they have done vso it must have been at night, 
and with such secirecy as to avoid all comment ux)on it 'whatever. 
Owing to the fa(‘t that the fall of Atlanta was not made x')nblic, and to 
the ieticeuC(*. Avith regard to Early, the i)ublic mind in Eichmond is in 
a v(ny umpiiet state. 

It was the common talk last Monday morning about the streets that 
General Lee had telegraphed for 12,000 men to be sent down to him, 
and the different battalions in the city expected to be ordered out. 
What is certain about it is that on Monday morning the Fire Drigade, 
which is composed of detailed men, Avas ordered out and directed to 
X)ick up all men whom they might find in and about the city. Thcvse 
wore again subjected to an examination of their papers, and Avere hur- 
ried oil' to IVtiU'sburg. The x)hysical examination is so slight that it 
AVas report<‘d one blind man had been forAvarded Avith the others. 
The better opinion seems to be that then^cent moATinents on the north 
sid<6 of the James and the occupation of various i)()ints by our troox')^ are 
again intended to mislead the enemy, and that Geneial Grant is, in fact, 
intending to stretch out his lines and seize the South Hide Eailroad, 
and General L(h» is understood to be making every effort to extend his 
liiH^s so as to cover it. As a fact bearing upon this, our informant says 
that h<^ was told by Oa))tain Daniel, Avho is a brother of onebf the editors 
of the Ei<*hmon<l Examiner, and a conductor on the Petersburg rail- 
road, that last Monday morning he brought a train loaded Avith troops 
as far as Chester Station, where they wore stopx)cd, it being uncertain 
whether they AA’-ould go over to the north side of the James or return. 

Provisions are*still advancing. Ho sugar or coffee has been issued to 
the troo])S since our occupation of the Weldon railroad, before Avhich it 
was occasionally done. The fall of Atlanta had not been knoAvn long 
enough with certainty for its effects to be seen to any marked extent. 
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Dclbro our left, however, on IMoiidny, when it wns known, ^old 

advan(*ed Iroin 500 to 000 ])er cenit. It had heeu celling before at 2100, 
and was sold on Monday at 2000 and 2700. 

In regard to some information lately aske^d for by Lieut enant-Oolonel 
Comsto(*k, 1 get the following answers: Tlie enemy aie abundantly 
supplied with si)heri(*al eas(\ There Is a great s(‘ar(*ity of Parrott shell 
of all sizes, ])arti(*ularly for the 20-p<mnders. Tlie caps now nnid(‘ are 
very bad, tlie sheet eoi3i)er belonging to the (roverninent beingen<ir(iy 
consumed, and the Government has agents pi(icingup eop])er wherev(T 
it may be found. There is also a great dearth of soft iron, so niiuii so 
that it is vsaid that no more is to be had for the nianufa(*tuic of lieavy 
ammunition. The enemy are now understo(»d to have four Whitworth 
guns with (ireneral Leo’s army, and iixed ammunition for them is in 
great demand. 

I inclose a lliehmond paper of the 5th, whos(‘ articies show in Avhat a 
bitter spirit the fall of Atlanta is leeeived. It is the only one brought. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• GEOKGE IL ISIIARPE, 

Colonel^ d*6‘. 


Plank Load Station, 

IS( 2 >temher 7, ISOJ — 8.S0 n. m. 


Major Eisiier: 

All quiet, change of camps or lines. 

IL W. FULTON. 


IliXiES. Arma of the P()to'\ia<^, Hkj-naj. Department, 

l^eptvmbvr 7, 78hL 

Major-General Humph re vs, 

Chief of Htaff: 

General: There has been nothing ofinteresl r(q)or(ed from my sta- 
tions to day. The enemy are at work upon a ditch in Iront and to the 
right of the work blown U]).’ 

Very respectfully, your obediemt servant, 

P>. F. FISH EE, 

Major and Chi(f J^if/nal Ojjicvr, 


IIeaix^xtarters Seoond Armv Corps, 

ISeptcmher 7, 18UL (lieceiv(*d 8.15 a. m.) 

General 1 1 u mphre A^s : 

Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade this morning. They do not 
know of anything unusual going on. Neither of tlunn hav(‘ seen or 
lieaid of any movement of troo])st<) their right and hav(‘ heard nothing 
about Early, 

WINF’D S. HAN<H)GK, 

‘ Major’d morale 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 7, 1864, 

General Williams: 

Since last report the line from Williams’ house to Norfolk road has 
been about completed. The troops are now engaged in finishing and 
pai-ticularly in slashing. The right of my two divisions on that line 
now rests on the plank road. 

WINFD S. HANTCOOK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 7, 1864. (Sent 11 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corpse- 

Tine majior-general commanding directs that as soon as the part of 
the rear line upon which working parties of the Second Corps have 
been engaged admits of it, one of the divisions will be returned to the 
vicinity of the Jones house. 

' A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 7, 1864 — 11,45 a, m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

An examination of the Dlackwater Swamp yesterday shows it to be 
impassable below where the left of the rear line of intrenchments rests, 
except at a point about one-third ol* a mile below the left of the rifle- 
pits, where it is passable for horsemen, and may be made passable for 
artillery. The point is indicated on the maps by a road which is not 
drawn through the swamj). Tlie rifle-pit should be extended to include 
this point. The dam at Sturdivant’s Mill should be rebuilt as soon as 
a working party can be sent there; it will make the low ground of 
second swamp impassable. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 7, 1861 — 10,15 p. m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

I am instructed to ask whether in your judgment it would not be 
well to move a brigade at daylight to the Deserted House to re-enforce 
Mott if necessary and another brigade to the vicinity of the Jones 
house to re-enforce on the plank road if required, the brigades to come 
from the two divisions working on the rear line. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

ti^teinher 7 , 1864, 

Oapt. W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Asshtcmt Adjtit ant- General j Second Army Gorjps: 

Captain : In reply to coinmuiiicatioii* of Major-General Humphreys, 
chief of staff, received at 1.15 a. m., I have the honor to report that my 
picket line is in ff'ont of the main line 5 that the front line from Ames’ 
battery to the Jerusalem plank road is considered the main and only 
line. The troops witli drawn from there were placed in reserve for the 
purpose of being moved any where that may be necessary. If the chief 
of artillery of the Second Corps had reported to my headquarters in 
accordance with the instructions of major-general commanding the 
corps, the placing of the troops would have been explained to him and 
would have obviated his report to the chief of artillery of the Army of 
the Potomac. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 7, 1864. 

Oapt. W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Army Corps: 
Captain: I have the honor to report for the information of the major- 
general commanding that the enemy during the night greatly stren^h- 
ened his picket-line in my front from the right of the Jerusalem idank 
road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Third Division, Sei^ond iJorps, 

September 7, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. It. de Trobriand, 

Commanding First Brigade : 

General: The brigadier-general commanding diiects tlie following 
disposition of your troops: Colonel MiAlUster will relieve all of your 
command on tlie left of the Jerusalem plank road. You will witlubaw 
from the frontline, commencing on the right wluae the Fourth Maine 
Artillery is stationed, all except a support lor your pi(*ket-line. You 
will put a gairison in the small fort near the Norfolk railroad, and take 
up the second as your line, with the right resting on the railroad. You 
will proceed immediately to level all of the old works between your 
main line and the line which you have occupied in froTit, making ban- 
quettes and traverses for the availability and the prote(*tion of the troops. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. II. LOCKWOOD, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

*Soe IIujHphreyB to Hancock, Soptcnibcr 0, 1A7> !>. in., p. 721. 
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 7, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. B. E. Pierce, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

General : The brigadier- general commanding directs that yonextend 
your right so as to occupy the ground that may be vacated by the move- 
ments that Colonel McAllister has been ordered to make. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD, 

Acting Assistant Adjtitant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 7, 1864. 

Col. Robert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs the following- 
disposition of your command: You will occupy the work near the head 
and left of the plank road, relieving all of the troops that General De 
Trobriand may have there. General Pierce is directed to relieve your 
left, which may be vacated to accomplish the above. You will continue 
the slashing in your front, and particularly in the immediate front of 
the fort, so that the guns will have a good range and prevent the enemy 
jS-om massing troops or sending their sharpshooters to annoy us. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD, 
lAeutenayit and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. Tiiii^d Brig-., Third Div., Second Corps, 

September 7, 186L 

In compliance with the above order the following disposition is made 
of the troops of this brigade : 

I. The commanding ollicerof the Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers 
will at once move his command into the fort. Tlie Eighth New Jersey 
Volunteers will move to their right and occupy the place vacated by 
the Eleventh Mawssachusetts Volunteers, and the One hundred and 
twentieth New York Volunteers will close up to the left of the Eighth 
New Jersey Volunteers, resting with their left on the gap. 

II. Colonel Schoonover, commanding Fort Crawford, will send the 
Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, including the Filth Battalion Now 
Jersey, to consist of not less than 300 men, to the right to occupy the 
works near the head and left of tlie plank road, relieving General De 
Trobriand\s troops and our own reserve, these 300 men to be relieved 
every forty-eight hours from the forts. A prompt and immediate com- 
pliance with this order is required. 

By command of Col. E. McAllister: 

J. P. FINKELMEIEE, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 7, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams: 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front yesterday 
and during the night. Private Sandford, Company H, Twelfth U. S. 
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Infantry, deberted wliile on picket, and was afterward seen in conver- 
sation witli a mounted lebel officer. Tlie brigades of Crawford’s divis- 
ion and details from tbe other divisions, numbering together about 
2,700 men, were at work yesterday on the defenses. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Arm\ Corps, 

^ jSej)temher 7, icS6i. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet on my line during the last twenty- 
four hours. Scouts report the enemy’s vedettes have fallen back. My 
troops occupy this morning the newline in the vicinity of the Williams 
house. 

O. B. WILLC'OX, 

Br\ gadier- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

lieipteniber 7, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Two deserters that left the rebel lines last night say that Hoke was 
lying in camp or in the trenches day before yesterday; that the rebel 
troops are stretched out in a single line watching us, and there are no 
reserves between Petersburg and here except two biigades. 

O. B. WILLC'OX, 

Brig ad ier- General. 


^ HEAD<iUARTEKS NlNTTl ARM\ CORPS, 

ISej)ieml)vr 7, 1861. 

Brigadier General Potter, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General: The commanding general desires you to start a brigade 
of your troops toward the Williams house to halt until further direc- 
tions at the small redoubt this side the swale.” 

I have the honor to be, general, very respec'tliilly, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. C. YOUNG MAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Near BlieVs Station^ Va., 8ei)tember 7, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Ferrer o, 

Commanding Fourth Division^ Ninth Arnuj Corps: 

General: The commanding general desires you to i)Iace one bri- 
gade of your troops in position, with its right resting at and including 
the redoubt half way between the Gurley house and the Williams IioUkSC, 
with left extending to and including the first redoubt on the plain upon 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


741 


which the Williams house is situated. He directs, also, that you cou- 
struct a strong abatis in front of the line thus to be occupied by you, 
at a distance of seventy yards from the works. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

JNO. 0. YOHNrGMAN, 
Assistant AdjiitanP General. 


Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Ar:m:y Corps, 

Before Peter shiirg^ Ya.^ September 7, 1864. 
Commanding- Officer, First Brioade : 

Sir: You will move your brigade at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning to 
a position with its light resting at and including the redoubt half way 
between the Williams house, with left extending to and including the 
first redoubt on the plain on which the W'illiams house is situated. 
You will proportion your men to the length of the line, leaving room 
on the left for the regiment that is to report to Colonel Humphrey 
to morrow morning, which will rei)ort as ordered. You will construct 
a strong abatis in front of the line thus to be occupied by you at a dis- 
tance of seventy yards from the works. You will draw in your pickets 
when you move. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ferrero: 

GEO. A. HICKS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjvtant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 7, 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet during the night. A 
scouting xiarty sent from Lee’s Mill to the plank road found nothing of 
the enemy. An old contraband came to my lines this morning, having 
come from Sussex yesterday, traveling along the plank road. He saw 
no troops, save an occasional mounted vedette. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier’ General of YohmteerSj Commanding Second Birision. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 7, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Please inform General Willcox, commanding Ninth CorpSj as well as 
Generals Hancock and Warren, of everythingimportant that is observed 
or occurs in the cavalry front. Please dmect the cavalry officers on 
picket to inform the commanding officers of the nearest infantry force 
in their rear of the appearance of the enemy, so that the delay of receiv- 
ing the information through you will not occur. This is not intended, 
however, to dispense with your sending the information also when it 
reaches you. 

/ A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff. 
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Bcjtler^s Hbabqxtaetei^s, 
September 7j 1861 — 6 p. 

Lieuteiiaut-Geiieriil CIeant : 

I liave tlie honor to report return to my command, and Avill do my- 
self the honor to report in per,sou to-morrow. 

B. F. BUTLBB, 

Major- Oeneraly Gommandhig. 


General Orders, ) IIdqrs. Department of Va. and K C., 

No. 100. ) the Fields September 7, 1<sy;/. 

I. Capt. Israel E. Sealy, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volun- 
teers, is hereby announced as assistant adjutant-general on the stall* of 
the major-general commanding department. 

II. Oapt. H. E. Oluin, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby announced 
as chief signal officer or the Department of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, vice Capt. L. B. Norton, relieved pursuant to orders from tlie War 
Department. 

III. First Lieut. John A. Ki*ess, U. S. Ordnance Cor])s, is hereby 
announced as chief of ordnance of the army in the held, vice Capt 
A. Mordecai, relieved pursuant to orders from the War Department. 

By command of Major-General Butler : 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 7, 1H61. 

General Williams: 

Nothing of special interest on my line. General Hunt withdrew 
three batteries from me. 1 am working at the second line at all ])oints. 
Deserter confirms report as to portion of Early\s trooi)S returning, and 
also that the enemy are at work at an inner line oi* redoubts. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 7, 1861. (Sent 30.40 a. m.) 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires to know where the 1,<S00 men 
are posted that were withdrawn l*rom the Tenth Corps by (Jeneral 
Ord’s order. 

A. A, HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ti^nth Army Corps, 
September 7, 1861. (Eocjcivcd Li.dO p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys : 


The regiments withdrawn from my line are stationed, I think, on 
James Eiver, at Berkeley liousc, Wilson^s Wharf, and City Point. 

J). B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 



CbJlP. Llv.] 


CORIiESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


743 


Headquarteeh Tenth Army Corps, 

Se;ptember 7, 1861. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Army Corps: 

I have withdrawn my main line to second line. Hold advance line 
with skirmishers. Will you not order proper connection between your 
right and my left? I have ordered General Terry, my left division, to 
co-operate with your division commander on your right in effecting 't. 

D. B. BIEHEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg. September 7. 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: Yesterday I received orders from the major-general com- 
manding to place without delay a good regiment in Eedoubt !N'o. 3. I 
selected the Sixth Connecticut Eegiment, and directed its commanding 
officer to move its camp into and in rear of the work. On examination 
1 found the work in its present condition incapable of defense. Three 
of its sides have parapets of seven feet at least above the terre-plein, 
and there is no banquette; the superior slopes of the parapet are nearly 
horizontal, so as to render it impossible to fire on an approaching enemy. 
The fourth side of the work, the gorge, is as yet only the reverse of the 
old rifle-pits ; in second line it is not more than two feet above the terre- 
plein. Ko platforms are yet laid for the guns, and only a portion of the 
embrasures are cut. The artillery officer on duty there reports that at 
present he can use none of his guns. The commanding officer of the 
Sixth Connecticut Volunteers has orders to employ his men in complet- 
ing the work, and the regiment has been relieved from all other duty. 
The new line to the right of Sanger’s batter^’’ is well forward ; it will 
be completed,! think, within thirty- six hours; reliefs are working on it 
day and night. I still have one regiment in the advanced line, its left 
connecting with the right of the Second Corps. I respectfully suggest 
that it should be withdrawn to the main line and the connection main- 
tained with the Second Corps by crossing the railroad where my left 
now rests. No other movement of troops than the one spoken of above 
has been made during the past twenty-four hours. One deserter came 
in yesterday. No casualties are reported. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFEED H. TEEEY, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 7, 1864. 

Eespectfully returned. 

Eedoubt No. 3 must be completed with the least i)ossible delay. Gen- 
eral Terry will employ the regiment mentioned within upon it, withdraw 
the regiment now in advanced line, and maintain a proper connection 
with the right of the Second (k>rps. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

CHAS. II. GEAVES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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FiPEOiAL Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Bit., Tenth Army Corps, 

Nio. 112. ) Before Befershnrg, Y(l^ Septemher 7j ItiGi. 

1. The Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. Ool. E. Camp- 
bell eoimnanding, will immediately garrison the fourteen-gun battery, 
and, in the event of attack, hold it to the last. The regiment will be 
exempt from all duty ex(*ept such as is required for the completion and 
safety of the work. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. II. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Captain and A8slstant Adjutant- Oeneral, 


IlDQRS. First Brio., First Bit., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peternhnrg^ Tu., September 7, :tSG4. 
Capt. Adrian Terry, Assiatant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report that the position of the reserves 
of my command remains the same as at my last report, no changes hav- 
ing been made in their diwsposition during the last twenty-ibur hours. 
The first line of battle in my front is manned as before, by two olficers 
and fifty men; the second line of battle to which the force except one- 
tenth were withdrawn was extended from the right and left last night 
about 100 yards to the right and a little more to the left, connecting on 
the right and left with the First and Second Brigades. The enemy 
have been at work on their batteries. I opened the Eequa guns on a 
fatigue paity, which at once caused a suspension of work. A musketry 
fire was kept up all last night by the enemy. No casualties have been 
reported. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEANCIS B. PONB, 

Colonel Slxtif-second Ohio VoUmteen^ Comdg. Firat Brigade. 


Headquarters Second Bivision, Tenth Army Corps, 

Wear Petersburg, Va., September .7^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have occurred 
on my line within the past twenty-four hours. A detail of 400 men 
were at work on the new redoubt on my right, Avhieh is progressing. 
Considerable iminovement has been made in the drainage of the trenches 
as the nccesvsily for it has been developed by the late rain. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Third Brig-., Second Bit., Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Va,, September 7, 1864. 

Capt. P. A. Bavts, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Second Bimsion^ Tenth Army Corps : 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the working parties on my 
front have been engaged during the last twenty-four hours in throwing 
up traverses and in filling sand-bags and placing them in position. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. OSBOEN, 

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Vols.^ Comdg. Brigade. 
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Headquarters EianTEENTH Army Corps, 

Se'ptemher 7', 1864. 

Maj. Theo. Bead, 

AfisisUmt Adjutant’ General : 

Signal officer at Crow’s ISTowSt station reports mortar firing on our 
Dutch. Gap working party, but soon silenced by our guns and mortars. 
Enemy still at work on Cox’s Ferry earth-works. Enemy seen working 
at Hewlett’s battery; think they are building traversews, but not cer- 
tain, as cannot get good view of them. 

V ery r esp ectfully , 

THEO. F. PATTEESONT, 

First TAeutenan% Signal Corps, U. S. Army. 


ITdqrs. Second Cavalry Brigade, Kautz’s Division, 

Near Olive Branch Church, September 7, 1861. 

Capt. M. J. Asoh, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain: I learn that about sunrise this morning several rebel 
soldiers were seen near Doctor Bryant’s house. A few were mounted. 
I have just returned from a visit along the right of the line. There is 
a safeguard named Gay, Thirty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, at 
Doctor Bryant’s. The otdeers complain that on other occasions when 
rebels have been seen about theie that he is very uncommunicative 
and they are suspicious of him. As this safeguard is outside of our 
picket-line nearly a quarter of a mile, 1 respec'tfiilly submit that he 
should either be withdrawn or I'elieved. Our line is so thin that it is 
impossible to keep out determined and skillful scouts, and I think in 
places through the woods on the Lawyers’ road that a wire could be 
stretched from tree to tree, running through small iron staples, so that 
the picket could hear any one stiiking the wire during the night. 
There must be old worn-out telegraph wire about which could be used 
advantageously. I have directed Major Btratton to endeavor to entrap 
the parties who come near Doctor Bryant’s. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

SAM. WETHERILL, 

Major Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Commanding Brigade. 


Special Orders, ) IIdqrs. Armies of the United States, 

Ho. 89. ) City Fohit, Va., September 8, 1864. 

1. Hereafter rations will not be sold to citizens residing within the 
lines ol* the armies operating against Richmond, unless such i)ersons take 
the oath of allegian(*e. Gratuitous issues of provisions will not be made 
to citizens except on certificates that they are destitute and have no 
means of i)urchasing, and in such cases issues will be made in accord- 
ance with General Orders, Ho. 64, Adjutant-General’s Office, War 
Department. Citizens who are inimical to the Government or refuse 
to tak<^ the oath of allegiance, will be sent into the enemy’s lines. Those 
citizens wffio take the oath of allegiance will be sent to the Horthern 
States if they desire to go there. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Arisiy of the Potomac, 

September 8, 1864 — 2 m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The following dispatch fi.'oni Major-General Hancock, and explanatory 
note from Captain McEntee are thought worth sending: 


Heabquarters Second Corps, 

September 8, 1864 — 1,30 p, m. 


Maior-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The officer [of the] day of the Fii'st Brigade of General Mottos division reports 
this morning that he has ascertained that the Richmond City Home Guards are 
picketing in front of a part of Mott's division. The division officer [of the] day says 
he is endeavoring to ascertain more particulars. It may be that this is for the pur- 
pose of preventing desertion. 

WINF^D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September S, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The Richmond City Home Guard is a militia organization composed of 
old men and hoys who have heretofore only been called out on urgent occasions. 
This organization, according to best information I have received, including Rich- 
mond and Petersburg, numbervS near 3,000 men. A part of that force occupied the 
trenches during the Reams^ Station fight. 

Respectfully, 

J. McENTEE, 
Captain, 


JNO. G. PAEKE, 
Major- Gen era Z, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Proyost-Marshal-General^s Department, 

Sejptemher <S, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Pive deserters who left the enemy’s lines last night have 
just arrived here. They report no change in the position of Mahone’s 
division, nor have they heard of the arrival of any troops from the 
Valley. 1 can get no reliable evidence confirmatory of the rumors that 
Kershaw’s division has as yet returned from the Valley. I think, on 
the contrary, that everything seems to indicate that they have neither 
passed through Richmond nor Petersburg. Among all the deserters 
coming in I have been able to hear from the city nearly every day for 
the past week, and I hud none of them who have seen or heard of Ker- 
shaw’s division passing, except one man, who states that they went 
through the town on Sunday last. There is abundant evidence to show 
that he was mistaken in regard to the command. One of these men 
to-day reports that on Sunday last he saw Fry’s brigade iiass through 
the town, and several days ago a deserter from Lane’s brigade reported 
that he saw Fry’s brigade march down to their right flank. Law’s 
brigade is still lying in rear of Mahone’s division, and one of these men 
while conversing with a man in Fifteenth Alabama was told by him 
yesterday that a part of Longstreet’s corps was still with Early, but 
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that they were expected to be here soon. Perry’s brigade, attached to 
Finegan’s, numbers about 250 men for duty. One of the deserters 
examined this morning is a son of Lieutenant-Colonel Shuttleworth, of 
the U. S. Marine Corps, now stationed at Pensacola ^a^jy-Yard. He 
has been in the rebel army three years, is a very intelligent youth, but 
left the Confederate service because he considers their cause hopeless. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. McENTEE, 

Captain^ &e. 


Headquahtebs Army of the Potomac, 

Septemler 8, 1864, 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Pointy Va, : 

I can get nothing conhi‘matory of rumors that Kershaw has retuimed. 
I can hear directly from Petersburg through deserters nearly every 
day, and I have found but one man who had seen Kershaw, while 
several other men say that on Sunday last Fry’s and Bratton’s bri- 
gades passed through the city and took position on enemy’s right. I 
think that move gave rise to the rumor. 

J. MoEKTEE, 

Caj^tain^ <ibo. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Beptemher 8, 1864. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: My lookouts report no movements upon the jiart of the 
enemy to-day excepting the minor one this morning. 

Plank road station reports : 


The enemy are works near the lead-woxks and apparently are extend- 

ing their lines farther to their extreme left. They have also commenced several new 
works of a light ehara<*ter at dih'ereut points in our front. Two trains of nine and 
ten wagons wont to our left heyond the AVeldon railroad at 10 a. m. Camps un- 
changed. 

The enemy are also strengthening their works upon the left bank of 
the Aiipomattox in the vicinity of Fort Clifton. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Heaix^itarters Second Army Corps, 

September <9, 1864. 

General S. Williams: 

Yesterday the Second Division was engaged in extending the line 
from the Korfolk road to the Blackwater and in slashing. The First 
Division was migaged principally in vslashing; to-day they are con- 
tinuing the work. A detail of 400 men are at work rebuilding the dam 
at the mill-pond. One brigade of the Second Division, which holds the 
left of my line, has been ordered to camp at the Deserted House, where 
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it will be more available as a support. One brigade of the First Diviwsioii 
will be moved totlic vi<‘iiiity of the Ohieves house to-day, the remainder 
of the division following* as soon as the line is completed. 

WINF^JD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Heabqttauters Second Army Coups, 

September c% 1SG4. 

General Humphreys: 

Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade came in this morning. They 
left their line about two hours before daylight and report that they 
know of no movement of troops whatever, and have heai‘d nothing of 
Longstreet’s troops except that they are in the Valley. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- Ge)ierah 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 8, 18GL (Sent 8.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The latest information is believed to establish as tolerably certain 
that no part of Early’s troops have passed through Eichmond or Peters- 
burg. Both divisions may therefore be returned to their former posi- 
tions, as the work they Were assigned is not now one of immediate 
necessity and can be finished by details sent from the old camps. 

A. A. irUMPlIEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Sec^ond Army Corps, 

September 8^ 1804, 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to make 
arrangements to move one brigade near the Chieves house this after- 
noon, to c*amp so as to be available readily as a. support to General 
Mott. The brigade will be followed by the rest of tlie division as soon 
as the line on which it is working is completed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September <9, 1664, 

Capt. W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,, Second Army Corps: 
Captain: I have the honor to report, for the infomation of the 
major-general commanding, that a part of the picket-line oi)posite my 
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First Brigade was relieved during the night by some of the Eichmoiid 
City Home Guards. The portion so relieved was picketed by Heth’s 
division. It may have been done to stop desertions. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Frb'TH Army Corps, 

September <S, 186d, 

Brig, Gen, S. Williams: 

I have the honor to report that about 6 a. m. yesterday the enemy 
advanced a force near the Davis house and drove in the pickets at that 
point; the reserves were quickly deployed and the enemy as quickly 
retreated, carrying off with them eleven of our men. E'othing further 
of importance occurred during the day or night. 

G. K. WAREEIJ^, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 8, 1804. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The following dispatch from signal ofti(*er on plank road is sent for 
your information : 


Headquarters Army of the 1N)tomac, Skjnal Department, 

Sejptemlxn' 8, 1864. 

Major-Gonoral Humphreys, 

Chief of 8laff : 

General: 1 have the lioiior to forwanl the following roi)orts just received: 


“Plank Road Station, 

“ Septenih&t' 5, 1864 — S 40 a. m. 

8 a. m. a battery of artillery appeared iu vicinity of lead- works, moving 
soTitliward, and disapp<'{ir(‘d in woods west of large fort. Immediately about 800 
infantry came from woods northwest of laige foit, and moved southward online of 
Weldon railroad. A few wagons moving wost\MXvd near lead-works, hut could 
not see the road to distinguish movements of infantry. Camps unchanged. 

“PULTON, 

‘^Sergeant.” 


“Avery House, Ifeptemher 8^ 1864 — B a. m. 
“I‘artie8 of enemy at work digging in ditches or saps extending from exploded 
fort and under enemy^s front line. All quiet at other points. 

“LYON, 

LieulmanV^ 


1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. STRYKER, - 
Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


A. A. nXJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Se][)teml)GT 8, 1864. 

General S. Williams: 

AvS tlie authorized consolidation of this corps cannot practically go 
into ehect until the reports for the last month are completed without 
delaying their execution, and as I JSnd considerable diliiculties attend- 
ing the consolidation to make it as 1 think for the good of the service, 
1 have decided to suspend any further action during the temporary ab- 
sence of General IVleade and lay the whole subject at some length before 
him for his reconsideration. Another reason for this delay is the amount 
of labor our new position gives us in making defenses, constructing- 
roads, drains, wells, &c.* 

HISTORY OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE FIRST AND FIFTH C ORPS. 

Til pursuance of General Orders, Ho. 10, headquarters Aimy of the 
Potomac, March 1864, the First and Fifth Corps were rodu(*ed each 
to two divisions and united in one, to be called the Fifth Aimy Corjis. 
This was unpalatable to some, as it compelled a reduction of the num- 
ber of brigades and divisions, and this, together with the i eturii of offi- 
cers abwsent during the winter, compelled Generals Ayres and Cutler, 
who had long commanded divisions, to go back to the command of bri- 
gades. It is also probable that the ai>pointmeiit of myself, junior in 
years to many of the generals under me, produced unjdeasant retlec- 
tions in their minds. Added to this was the reconstruction of the staff 
of the consolidated corps. In these matters my position was not an 
apparently easy one, especially as 1 had not the selection oi‘ my gen- 
erals or the power of doing otherwise than to assign them a(‘(*ording to 
their rank. My corps staff* Avas also taken from the ranking officers in 
the diff*erent departments leit with me. The corps was stretdicd along 
the railroad from Alexandria to Mitchell’s Station, a distance oT from 
sixty to seventy miles, and was only assembled in the vicinity of Cul- 
peper on the 2(1 of May. The next day w(‘> began this campaig-n, re- 
markable above all others for its length and destruction of life." The 
new organization had not fairly begun to work before the losses in battle 
began to disturb it, and from that tinu^ to this almost every day’s cas- 
ualties required a new construction to meet the hour, again to be over- 
thrown by the next battle. 

The second day’s battle in the Wilderness deprived me, by his death, 
of General Wadsworth (next to myself in rank), commanding one of the 
new divisions formed out of the First Corps, and wounds lost me Gen- 
eral Baxter, commanding a brigade of the other division of the First 
Corps. Colonel McCandless, commanding a brigade in the old Fii'th 
Corps, was wounded at Si)otsylvania Court-House. The command of 
General Wadsworth’s division fell to GencTal Cutler. In the battle of 
May 8, near Spotsylvania, a severe wound deprived me of General 
Bobinson, commanding the other division of the old First Corps, and 
for a time the adjutant-general of the coips, Colonel Locke, and Col. 
A. W. Denison, commanding Maryland Brigade. This left General 
Eobinson’s division without a general officer. I therefore assigned 
one brigade temporarily to the division commanded by General 
Cutler, one to that commanded by General Crawford, and retained 
the Maryland Brigade under my own immediate direction, as 1 also 


See Vol. XXXIII, p. 722, 
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did tlie brigade of heavy artillery, Colonel Kitching. The battle of 
the 10th of May cowSt us the life of General Eice, commanding a bri- 
gade then ill the division of General Cutler, Losses in brigade com- 
manders continued to occur frequently, but as they did not materially 
affect the organizations or divisions, 1 will not recount them. General 
Cutler was the only general of&cer belonging to the old First Corps 
remaining with us when we left Spotsylvania Court-House. 

In this condition, without any time for reconstruction, we moved 
on and fought the battle on the North Anna, at Jericho MiUs, and 
those at Bethesda Chui'ch. We also had numerous skirmishes, and, 
though known as such only, some days caused us a loss of 600 killed 
and wounded. While near Bethesda Church, the 29th day of May, 
General Lockwood, with re-enforcements, was assigned to duty with me, 
and I gave him the command of General Eobinson’s division, reunited 
for that purpose. That very day its adjutant-general and inspector- 
general were lost (being taken prisoners), and not deeming General 
Lockwood, under the circumstances, efficient as a division commander, 
and proper to be second to me in rank in the corps and my successor if 
I should become disabled, I applied to have him relieved, which was done. 
The time of the division of General Crawford (the Pennsylvania 
Eeserves) expired just at this time. May 31, and I then assigned him 
to General Eobinsoffs division, along with the veterans (constituting a 
small brigade) remaining of his former division. On arriving at Cold 
Harbor, June 6, the corps was placed for a few days in reserve, and a 
temporary reorganization was at once made. General Ayres, who 
ranked General Cutler, and was entitled to a division in preference, 
was given a division composed of his own brigade, the Heavy ^'tillery 
Brigade, and the Maryland Brigade, which had joined the old Fii*st 
Corps after Gettysburg. General Crawford retained the two old bri- 
gades of General Eobinson’s division and the veteran Eeserves. 

In General Griffin’s division I replaced General Ayres’ brigade by 
a brigade from General Cutler’s division, which had belonged to the 
Third Division of the First Corps before the consolidation, and left 
General Cutler a division formed of the two brigades which he com- 
manded before the consolidation and return of General Wadsworth. 
This was made after careful consideration and consultation with Col- 
onel Bankhead, inspector-general of the old First Corps, and so far as I 
know was satisfactory to all the division commanders, except it might 
have been that General Cutler did not feel satisfied with two brigades. ^ 
However, as one of the four divisions had to be composed of two bri- 
gades, I placed that condition on the junior commander in rank. The 
corps again lost very considerably by the battle before Petersburg, 
June 18, and after that I proposed to reduce the command to three 
divisions by uniting General Cutler’s two brigades into one and 
placing it with General Ayres or General Crawford, in that case con- 
solidating the Heavy Artillery Brigade and the veteran Eeserves into 
a brigade for the other. The matter was referred to the commander of 
the Army of the Potomac. 

As the officer whose feehngs were most concerned, I consulted Gen- 
eral Cutler on this subject, and found that he objected on the ground 
that it was breaking up the old First Corps. The changes I proposed 
making, though it formed new divisions, retained all the old First 
Corps brigades intact, except that it diminished the number by their 
consolidation as had been done with brigades of the old Fifth Corps. 
The commanding general, however, objected to my proposed reorgani- 
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zatioD tiiid deidded lie would coiidder a propobitiou to put all tlio old 
First Corps regiments into one division if a suitable scheme was pre- 
sented. This I found attended with difiicnlties. To each of the bri- 
gades new troops had been added during the campaign, and an effort 
had been made to distribute them among the old troops. These new 
troops would have to be taken from the old First Corps brigades and 
transferred to the Fifth Corps brigades. The brigade taken from Gen- 
eral Griffin would thus have to be replaced by entirely new troops, and 
a new organization, and he would have to reorganize his other brigades 
if he put old troops into the new one, and similar arrangements would 
have to be made Avith General Ayres. The division to be formed of 
the old First Corps would have to be consolidated from live brigades to 
three, and thus the records of the regiments would be brought into 
confusion. The division to be formed out of the old First Corps regi- 
ments would be inordinately large in comparison with the others and be 
composed of all old troops. There are advantages to both old and new 
troops in being mingled together, and by this arrangement it would be 
lost to both. The proper time for making these changes, however, was 
about the 10th of the month, so that the last monthly reports could be 
completed before the command <*hanged ffiom the commanders to whom 
the reports had to be made. 

Pending the arrival of this time our movement took place toward the 
Weldon raffroad, and in the three days of battle there the corps suffered 
a further depletion of 3,059 men. It fell principally upon Ayres’ and 
Crawford’s divisions. The former lost 54 officers and 1,219 men, and 
the Sixth ISTew York Heavy Artillery liaving been ordered to Wash- 
ington, the remaining legiment of that brigade was attached to one of 
the other brigades, leaving but two brigades. In General Crawford’s 
division the tAvo veteran regiments, constituting a small brigade, and 
Colonel Lyle’s brigade lost so heavily that both combined left but a 
very small brigade. The other brigade of this division also lost heavily. 
General Cutler in the last of these engagements was so severely 
wounded as to be compelled to leave the field. I therefore transferred 
temporarily one of his brigades, Colonel Hofmann’s, to General Ayres, 
and the other, General Bragg’s, to (reneral Crawford. 

After consultation with the general commanding Army of the Poto- 
mac on the subject of reorganization after these battles on the Weldon 
railroad, he adhered to the determination to have the regiments of the 
«>ld First Corps made into one division. On having a returji made up 
of the strength present in these old regiments I found it Avas 5,781, 
which by mistake Avas taken by me as present for duty, and this I 
knew was more than half the strength of the corps. I then suggested 
that the old Fifth Corps be also made into one division, Avhich Avas 
acceded to. Upon investigation I found my mistake in the 5,781 for 
duty, as it included all in arrest and confinement and on special and 
daily duty. 

According to the tri-monthly report for August 31 the strength of 
the corps is : 


Aggregnto 

pr(‘«ont. 


Old re^^iiuents of Firwt Corps 5, 781 

Field artillery 1^ 307 

Old rej>unents of Fifth Corps and now regiments assigned during campaign, 
including heavy artillery and Maryland Brigade .* 10,537 


17, 716 
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The troops as now arranged are: 


First Division, General Griffin : present. 

First Brigade (old First Corps troops, five regiments, 1,445 officers and 

men) al, 979 

Second Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 214 

Third Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 21S 


6,406 

Deduct old First Corps troops 1, 445 


Fifth Corps troops in Griffin’s division 4, 961 


Second Division, General Ayres : 

First Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 675 

Second Brigade (Maryland Brigade) 1, 516 

Third Brigade (old First Corps, four regiments, 931 officers and men) 61, 676 


5,867 


Deduct old First Corps troops 931 

Fifth Corps trooi)s in General Ayres’ division 4, 936 


Third Division, General Crawford : 

First Brigade (old Fifth Corps troops, 574) cl, 614 

Second Br'ar.dr 'nr old First Corps) 1,215 

Third 1 Jr. u ' e 1 old First Corps) 1, 150 


3,979 

Deducrt old Fifth Corps troops 574 


Old First Corps troops 3, 403 

Total of old First Corps troops : 

In First Division 1, 445 

In Second Division 931 

In Third Division 3, 405 


5, 781 

If this is made the Third Division, under General Crawford, there will 
be left for — 

First Division, General Griffin 4, 961 

Second Division, General Ayres, by transferring Pennsylvania Reserves to it. 5, 510 

If it is determined to organize the command as above, by the approval 
of the commanding general I will ibsue an order as follows: 

First. The Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, is hereby discon- 
tinued. 

Second. All the regiments belonging to the old First Corps at the 
time of its formation (now in First and Second Divisions, enumerate 
them) -are hereby transferred to the Third Division. 

Third. The veteran Pennsylvania Eeserves are transferred to the 
Second Division. 

Fourth. The prospect of filling up the corps renders it desirable to 
retain the organization of three brigades to a division, and each division 
commander will arrange his brigades as he thinks best. 

Fifth. The following staff officers are hereby assigned as follows: 
(For further consideration.) 

Difference, 534. 6 Difference, 745. c Difference, 1,040. 

48 R XLII, PT II 
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I make the above proposition to meet what I consider to be the wishes 
of the general commanding the Army of the Potomac, under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

G. K. WAEBEN, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


IIbadquaetbrs Ninth Aemy Ooeps, 

Sejptemher 8, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last twenty- 
four hours. Scouts report the enemy leaving their camps during the 
night in front of the Pirst Brigade, Third Division, taking everything 
with them. No changes have been discovered in the iiosition of the 
enemy in front of any other portion of the line. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 

Brigad ier- General. 


Hbadquaetees Second Oavaley Division, 

September 8, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Hdmpheeys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomac: 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the lines of the 
Second Cavalry Division during the night. At one or two points a few 
dismounted men occasionally approach tlie line. These men are seek- 
ing a remount. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry. 


Dutch Gap, Va., S^tmiber 8, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery : 

Oolootl: I have the honor to report that the enemy Jliavo not fired 
so regularly to-day as yesterday. They invariably cease shelling soon 
after our batteries open. Majjor Ludlow seems to think that we ought 
to stop their fire altogether, a thing utterly impossible, you know. The 
working party has not been comiielled to quit labor a minute during the 
day. Last night not a shot was fired by the rebels in this direction. 
AU had a quiet sleep. 

Very respect&Uy, your obedient servant, 

H. U. PIEEOE, 

Captain, First Conneeticut Artillery. 


Hbadquaetees Tenth Aemy Corps, 

S^tember 8, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I am pushing work forward at all points on the redoubts of second 
line. Have commenced one at Hare house, inclosing the work there. 
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During tlie past twenty-four liours the enemy have been pushing a 
trench toward our line from the Crater. Do not understand its object. 
Will try and develop it to-day, A deserter of the usual intelligence 
reports that Beauregard left for Georgia night before last in great 
haste. 

D. B. BIENJEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Ariviy Corps, 

September <9, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

Deserter just in says that the trench referred to by me in 0 o^clock 
report is a covered way to their picket-line. He says the ration of 
corn meal was reduced yesterday three-quarters of a pound; he says 
that a part of Bushrod Johnson’s command, to which he belongs, was 
under ordei s to inarch at 3 o’clock this morning ; this last I doubted from 
his want of particular specific information. 

D. B. BIENTEY, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Diy., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Ya., September 8, 1804. 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to forwai*d the following report of events 
occurring during the past twenty-four hours within this command: 
In consequence of Colonel Pond’s illness I assumed command of the 
brigade yesterday at 11 a. m. I find the general condition of the com- 
mand good. The police of the camps and trenches is being improved 
very much and is now in a good state of progression. In pursuance 
with instructions from division headquarters, the Eighty-fifth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers has been relieved from all duties except those con- 
nected with the position assigned them. Besides the occupation of the 
fourteen-gun battery by the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, the 
balanceofthe command will be disposed of as follows: Onehundredmen 
to the left of the fourteen-gun battery, 140 between the fourteen-gun bat- 
tery and Follett’s battery, 85 men to the right of Follett’s, and 50 men on 
picket, making 375 men to be furnished from three regiments. In conse- 
quence of the heavy details it will be impossible to furnish two reliefs for 
the trenches. I have therefore determined to dispose of the command so 
as to be on duty two days and off one. The officer of the trenches re- 
ports that the enemy are working away at the old Crater and are run- 
ning a sap from that point toward our works, which is already past 
their chevaux-de-frise. But very little firing is done in my front dur- 
ing the day. Ho casualties have occurred during the past twenty-four 
hours. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. O. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 
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HDQHfc^. FiKST BlliaADE, FlROT DiVIieilON, TeWTII CORPS, 

Sejytemher c% 7(S6‘i. 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oencnd : 

Sir: I am saiisiied that the enemy are puslung two sai>s from the 
Crater toward the salient point of our picket-line to the front of the 
Crater. The work does iiot appear to be pushed with much vigor. I 
could discover, say, two oi three shovels at work at the same time in 
each sap. Would it not be a good plan to annoy them as much as 
possible from the picket-lino by musketry ? I ha\^e given instructions 
to the officer in command of the xiicket detail to give special attention 
to this matter and report promx)tly any discoveries he may make. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. YOIilS, 

Colonel Sivty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Gonmuuiding Brigade, 


Hdqrs. First Brigade, Kadtz’s Cavalry Division, 

In the Field, September 8, 1861, 

Capt. M. J. Asoh, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: I send down to-day a party of contrabands who came in yester- 
day and to-day. They rei>resent that the enemy have disappeared 
from our front, excepting a few scattering seonts. According to their 
accounts, the fanners are thrashing out their grain vitli all imssible 
dispatch, and hurrying it and their prime negioes beyond Diiiwiddie 
Court-House. At one point, about six miles beyond oar lines, is a 
farmer named lletli or Heath vho has about 000 buwshels of wheat and 
a greater quantity of i)rime oats already thrashed and ^Yilmowed out. 
This had not been moved two days ago. I have ordered out all the 
dismounted men who can be sxiared from the dismounted camp of the 
Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and proi>oso organizing a dismounted 
jiarty of picked men to ferret out those scouts and bushwhackers who 
are continually annoying our pickets. They sometimes get within our 
lines for the purpose of obtaining intelligence. Lieutenant- Colon el 
Jacobs, Third ^ew York Cavalry, reports that he was fired upon near 
Sturdivant’s Mill by a scout or bushwhacker three days ago. I think 
the party I propose to organize, judiciously handled, will be of more 
service here than lying idle in camp. If there is any objection, will 
you idease notify me. 

I have the honor to be, very resi)ectiully, your obedient servant, 

EOB. M. WEST, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 


Washington, September 9, lS6d~2,50 p, m, 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The recruiting returns show an average of about 5,000 mustered in 
per day for the last week. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 
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City Point, Ya., Septemher 9^ 1864. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. 0. : 

Under tlie construction given to it the War Department Circular, NTo. 
61, is giving rise to much dissatisfaction. According to it officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the three-years’ organizations, who have at 
times varying from that of original organization to the present accepted 
promotions won by merit, often, if not always, in the belief that thereby 
their term of service was not increased, are now held for three years 
from their last promotion and remuster. I submit that such a decision 
at this late day is of doubtful expediency, with reference to those offi- 
cers who, previous to the publication of the circular referred to, had 
accepted promotion, as, even if good officers, they will still feel that 
they have been unjustly treated and unfairly held. Since the promul- 
gation of this circular many valuable officers are refusing promotion, 
which, while purporting to be a reward, yet imposes at once, without 
opportunity for fhrlough, another term of three years’ service. For the 
good of the service I therefore respectfully recommend that circular be 
so changed that at all remusters arising from promotions, w’^hether 
before or after its date, officers shall have the option of being remus- 
tered for the unexpired portion of their term of service or for three 
years, as they shall choose. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant^ General. 


Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-Gbneral’s Department, 

September 9, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Four deserters from the enemy just received that came 
into General Mott’s division. Second Corps, about 9 o’clock last 
evening. Two of them are from Harris’ brigade, and two from Fine- 
gan’s brigade, all of Mahone’s division, Hill’s corps. One of the desert- 
ers from Harris’ brigade, Mneteenth Mississippi Eegiinent, state? that 
Humphreys’ brigade, of Kershaw’s division, has been lying in the rear 
of Mahone’s division for the past five or six days until yesterday, when 
it moved to the right toward the Weldon railroad-, that he visited this 
brigade day before yesterday, which was encamped in a valley just to 
the rear of JVlahone’s division; is positive they moved to the right yes- 
terday; understood the brigade had lately come from the north side of 
the Appomattox, but did not know whether it had been to the Valley or 
not; that it was rumored yevsterday Heth’s division was about to move 
to the right; had not moved when informant left. Position of Hill’s 
coi'ps remains unchanged as far as known by these deserters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Proyost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

S^tember 9, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Four deserters forwarded this p.m. from headquarters 
Ninth Army Corps. They came into our lines this morning about 5 
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o’clock. They are from the Sixteenth Virginia Kegiraent, Weisiger’s 
brigade, Mahone’s division, and Third Georgia Eegiment, Wright’s bri- 
gade, same division. Report no change in enemy’s position. One of 
the men from Third Georgia Regiment thinks Field’s division is in rear 
of Mahone’s; saw Jenkins’ brigade there (now Bratton’s), also Law’s 
(Alabama) brigade. Know nothing of whereabouts of Kershaw’s divis- 
ion by either of informants. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


UeADQUAETERS AUMY op the POTOMAlO, 

PEOVOST-MAItHHAL-GENEEAL’S DEPAETMBNT, 

8(^ta)nb6r 9, 1864. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

City Point : 

Can you locate Field’s division f Two brigades of it reported to be in 
rear of Mahoue’s division to-day, Law’s and Jenkins’. 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 


Peank Road Signal Station, 

September 9, 1864. 

Major Fishee: 

The enemy continues to strengthen and extend his works at different 
points. The woods in vicinity of lesid-works are being thinned out, 
making their camps appear larger; no movements visible. 

11. W. FULTOK, 

8erycmt. 


[Iiidorsoinont.] 

Headqttaeters Aemy op the Potomac, 

8(pteinber 9, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys. 

B. F. FISHER, 
Major anti Chief 8igiml Officer. 


JoEDAN TIodse Signal Station, 

September 9, 1864 — 12 m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

There is a large party at work on Fort Clifton, apparently making a 
new face to the south side of that work. The enemy are still at work 
opposite the Rushmore house. Only two limbers are visible there this 
a. m. There is a train of cars, one loaded with hay, the rest are box- 
cars, in Petersburg to our right of the Korfolk depot and near the rail- 
road bridge. Nothing of the kind has been observed at that point be- 
fore. Trains are moving both ways every day in Petersburg at the 
point where the dirt road to Richmond crosses the Lynchburg railroad. 

Respectfully, 

T. R. CLARK, 

Captain and Acting Signal Officer. 
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Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September 9, 1864 — 6.30 p, m. 

Major Fishee: 

Enemy are digging rifle-pits in rear of tlieir picket-line in vicinity 
of Gregory's. The usual activity visible on works at different points. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Headquaetees Second Aemy Ooeps, 

September £?, 1864 — 1 p. m, 

Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery, Army of the Fotomac : 

General : I have to request that the batteries now occupying Fort 
Hell and the position on its immediate right be withdrawn and replaced 
by batteries of this corps to-morrow morning, in order that the batteries 
there may be under one command. The enemy have been permitted to 
work lately in a manner w^hich should not have been allowed. A power- 
ful fort has been erected by the enemy since the withdrawal of the New 
Hampshire battery from Fort Hell, which formerly kept down the 
enemy\s working parties. I have to request that to-night Captain Ed- 
gell should take cliarge of all the batteries from the plank road to 1,000 
yards to the light, to include Fort Wan‘en, as I am intending to per- 
form a delicate operation and wish the batteries to be under his charge 
for the time being, in order that General Mott, in command of the 
line, can control them. I wish that the matter should be kei)t as 
secret as possible, and therefore wish to have the matter entirely under 
General Mott’s control. 

WINFD 8. HANCOCK, 
Major-General^ Commanding Second Corps. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 9, 186i — 3 p. m. 

General Hancock: 

Captain Harn, commanding the batteries between the plank road and 
* railroad, is ordered to report to you. You have already been informed, 
through your chief of artillery, that all the batteries on your front were 
at your disposal for any service connected with the operation of your 
trooi)S. It is now forty-eight hours since I visited Fort Hell. I have 
not yet seen the powerful work you refer to as being erected in that 
time. 

HENPY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

S^tember P, 1864 — 4.05 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Fotomac : 

1 am not aware that I have been informed by my chief of artillery 
that all the batteries in my front were at my disposal, nor do I consider 
that such is the proper way of informing mo of the fact, and as you have 
not complied with my wishes on the subject referred to this morning I 
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sliall hereafter apply to different sonrces. I did not suppose that any 
of the batteries would refuse to obey my orders if I directed them to 
fire or not to fire, but out of courtesy to you I addressed the telegram 
to you of this morning. If you have not lately seen the powerful work 
on” my left which 1 referred to this morning you can readily see it by 
visiting the lines. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I sent a telegram to General Hunt this morning, requesting that my 
chief of artillery, Captain Edgell, might be placed in charge of all the 
batteries on my line from ]^\)rt Warren to the plank road in connection 
with my operations to-night only. Also that he would substitute my 
own batteries for those recently put in Fort Hell, as since mine were 
withdi'awn, the enemy have been allowed to work without molestation 
on a powerful work to my left, which work was previously much retar- 
ded. General Hunt did not comply with either of my requests, but 
returned an equivocal answer. 1 find that a Captain Ham has been 
put in charge of a part of the batteries on my line, while my chief of 
artillery has charge of others. I do not wsh to apply to General Hunt 
any further, but refer the matter to you for decision. I desired as few 
heads as possible for my o])oration8 to-night. At 1 o’clock in the 
morning I propose to try and remove the enemy’s picket-line in my 
front, which has been strengthened during the last two days by new 
rows of pits. 

I send you a (iopy of the dispatch I sent General Hunt, iuid his reply, 
to which 1 respectfully invite your attention.* 

WINF’D H. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomao, « 

September 9, 1864. (Sent C..‘}0 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Sectmd Corps: 

I saw General Hunt before receiving your telegram, and understood 
irom him that he had ordered Captain llarn to vepoi’t to you, not only 
that he might be under the orders of your chief of artillery, but that 
yon might also make any changes that you desire in the batteries, 
placing in position such as you preferred of your own artillery and 
withdrawing those not belonging to your own corps, not only for to 
night but as the permanent arrangement. Please have such as you 
withdraw and do not need in reserve for your corps ordered to i-eport 
to General Hunt for reserve for the general line. 

A. A, HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

* See 1 !>. 111. jiufl 3 p. m., p. 759. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

S^terriber P, 1804, (Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

General Humphreys : 

Captain Harn did report to me, but not under tbe 'conditions mentioned 
in your dispatch, and J gave him no orders until I could hear from you. 
Your dispatch arranges the matter satisfactorily, as would a similar 
one from General Hunt in answer to mine first sent him. 

WIK^F’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 1st Brio., 3d Dit., 2d Corps, 

NTo. 77. ) Se])teml)er 9^ 1864, 

1. Lieutenant-Colonel Meikel, commanding Twentieth Indiana Yet- 
eran Volunteers, will take hiwS regiment and the Second IT. S. Shari)- 
shooters in front of that part of your line which extends on the left of 
the new redoubt built on the Jerusalem plank road. The movement 
will be executed at 12 o’clock to-night most quickly, and so as to remain 
unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a. m. Colonel Meikel will carry 
the enemy’s rifie-pits fi*om a point marked by a single tree on the left 
to the Jerusalem road, including the point known as the Chimneys, 
where he will be supported by some companies of the Ninety-ninth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Colonel Biles’ command. From the 
point of attack marked by the little tree alluded to he will establish on 
the left a new straight line of rifle-pits, connecting with the present one 
at the next projecting point of woods. He wiU occu])y and defend his 
new line, if attacked, until after sunrise, when the two regiments under 
his command will be relieved by the advance of the present line of the 
Third Brigade. It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush, 
with fixed bayonets, and without any firing if possible. 

2. Col. E. K. Biles, commanding the Ninety- ninth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, will take his regiment in front of that part of our line which 
extends from Fort Hell to a point on the right opposite to a single 
tree, where a new line of pickets will be advanced during the evening. 
The movement will be executed at 12 o'clock to-night most quietly, 
and so as to remain unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a, m. Col- 
onel Biles will establish thoroughly a new picket-line from the single 
tree already alluded to up to the point known as the Chimneys, keeping 
'two or three companies to rush to that point if necesvsary and carry it 
in connection with Colonel Meikel, Twentieth Indiana Veteran Volun- 
teers, who will carry that part of the enemy’s rifle-pits from the left. He 
will occupy and defend his new line, if attacked, Tintil after sunrise, 
when his regiment will be relieved by the advance of our present line. 
It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush, with fixed bayonets, 
and without any firing if possible. 

By command of Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand: 

JAS. M. LINNAED, 
Ga;ptain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Brig^., Third Div., Second Corps, 

September 1864, 

The regimental commanders will put the whole of their commands 
under arms and in the breast-works at 12 o’clock to-night, and will keep 
them so until after sunrise ready for any emergency. They will take 
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care that no -light or noise may cause the enemy^s pickets to suspect, 
and still less to ascertain, that any movement is going on in our line. 
During the temporary withdi awal of the Miiety-iiinth Pennsylvania, 
the One hundred and twenty-fourth and Eighty-sixth New York Vol- 
unteers will spread their lines to the left so as to fill up the gap to Fort 
Warren. Duiing the temporary withdrawal of the Twentieth Indiana, 
the Fortieth New York Volunteers will spread its line to the left so as 
to connect with the Seventeenth Maine. It is recommended that the 
men should not be infoimed of any intended movement before the hour 
appointed for its execution. 

By command of Brig. Gen. It. de Trobriand: 

JAS. M. LINNAED, 
Captain and Assistant Adjnt ant- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig-., Third Div., Second Army Corps, 

September 0^ 1864. 

Captain Commanding the Picket Line: 

You will get your men quietly under ainns at 12.30 o’clock to-night. 
The pickets on your right, at the head of the plaiilc road, are to be ad- 
vanced at 1 o’clock precisely. If the pickets on your trout make any 
demonstration to advance you must repulse them, or if they commence 
firing on our troops to the right you will return the fire, so as t6 relieve 
our troops as much as possible. You will therefore see the importance 
of having your men all under arms and in good position, so as to re- 
pulse the enemy should they attack you, or to fire upon them should 
they open on our trooi^s to your right. Use great (*aution in getting 
your pickets under arms, so as not to attract the attention of the 
enemy. 

liespectfully, yours, 

B. E. PIEECE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September <?, 1864. 

Col. E. McAllister, Third Brigade: 

Colonel: During the operation to-night you will please instruct 
your pi(*kets and the reserve that they must not fire unless the party 
operating is driven back and there is danger of an assault from the 
enemy, and to be very (‘arelul not to the on our own troops. It may be 
necessary for you to adA^ancc the left of your line after the new line is 
established. You will act accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred yes- 
terday or last night. Working parties, numbering 200 men, were at 
work during the day on the defenses at this point. 

G, K. WABEEN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Heiitemher 9, 186L 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adj utanP General : 

General : I again find myself in tlie iiosition I have been so often 
before, surrounded by starving women and children. They are unwill- 
ing to take the oath, as they do not know but it may be made a source 
of oppression to them by our enemies if we remove, and it hardly seems 
right to exact such a sacred thing from women under the pressure of 
craving hunger. I cannot see them starve, and have not the means 
to support them. Cannot 1 be authorized to issue rations to support 
those within our lines'? 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEENT, 

Major’ GmieraL 


HEAD<iUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Sejdemher P, 186 L 

General G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Patiick says he will at once take the necessary measures to 
relieve the destitute women and children alluded to in your dispatch of 
this morning. Perhaps it would be l)est for you in such cases to refer 
the parties to the iirovost-marshal-general. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

i^eptemler 5, 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

General : It is hardly possible to send these distressed people to 
the iirovost-marshal-geneial. They aie old and enfeebled or too young, 
and those that have any strength are absolutely required at home to 
take care of the sick and the babies. In spite of all we can do, our 
pillagers keep these people in constant terror, and under threats of 
burning the houses ransack everything. It is distressing to listen to 
their stories, the evidence of whose truth is seen in every dwelling. 
EcvSpectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 9^ 1864. 

General G. K. Warren, 

Comnmiding Fifth Corps: 

I did not mean to convey the idea that you were to send the destitute 
people to General Patrick. I only devsire to suggest that it would per- 
haps save you inconvenience were you to refer their applications or 
make known theii* necessities to General Patrick. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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. ITeadqxtartebs Second Army Corps, 

J^eptember 9^ 1864. 

General Warren: 

At 1 o’clock to*niglit I propose to try and capture or drive off the 
enemy’s picket-line in my front to tke right and left of the plank road. 

WIOT’D S. HAI7COOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters IsTinth Army Corps, 

September .9, 1864. 

Major-General IIumpitreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Deserters from Malioue’s division, who left their picket last night, 
report no addition to the forces in this vicinity. They say there is 
considerable despondency among the Georgia troops since Sherman’s 
victory. Three of them belong to the Third Georgia. General Grant’s 
order is getting to be known, but there is mucli talk of the terms on 
which deserters will be received, few having a chance to see the order. 

O. B. WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


General Willoox: 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 


1 am about making an attack to obtain the enemy’s pickets in my 
front, the right and left of the plank road. The troops going in will 
probably come out at the Strong house, a little to your right. The 
hour fixed is 1 o’clock. 

WlNFl) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, ('avalry Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Arrng of the Potomav: 

General: I have the honor to repoit all quiet on the line of the 
Second Division. Last evening at dark a few of the enemy’s cavalry 
appeared on the plank road in front of my vedettes. 1 will make an 
examination of the country in front of the Gurley house, and if i)racti' 
cable will push the line farther out to-day. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I). M(^M. GBEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division. 


Dutch Gap, Ya., Sqytember 9, 1861. 

Col. Henry L."Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that from twenty to thirty shells 
have been fired by the enemy at the canal to-day, but two of whitdi 
took efieet. The remainder burst wide, doing no damage to any om^ 
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We have a very small mark to fire at, and of course cannot hit every 
time. Our average shots are as good as could be expected. The 
rebels seem to fire now and then simply out of spite. Tried the light 
guns to-day and thought they did good execution. Shall try them 
again to-morrow and save the 8-inch shells as much as possible. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECE, 

Gaj^tain^ First Gonnecticiit Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Sejptemher 9y 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant’ General : 

ISTolhing new on my line. The 'enemy are pushing forward four 
trenches, saps, or approaches to iny works. They are seven feet deep, 
live feet wide. A scout of mine crept up to them last evening and so 
reports. Can’t imagine their use. I will place my Coehorn mortars in 
position near them to-day and try and stop further progress. The 
redoubts are in fair progress. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field y Sejptcjnber 9y 1804. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Gommandinq First Division: 

General : I am directed by the major-general commanding to fur- 
nish you the following copy of a telegram just received : 

General Birney: 

At 1 o’clock to-night I propose to try and capture or drive off the enemy’s picket- 
line in my front to the right and left of the plank road. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-Grcneral. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. H. GEAVES, 

Assistant Adjtitant-General. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Drv., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., September 9, 1864. 

Capt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet this morning. The enemy kept 
up a fire of musketry last night. The officer of the trenches reported 
yesterday evening: 

The enemy have opened two embrasures in the works about fifty yards to the 
light of the Crater. They have strengthened their works much, and are working at 
what appears to bo the saps approaching our line, two from the east and one from 
the northeast face of the Crater. They had a fatigue party of 100 men at work last 
night. The trenches distant from tbo'fort aiipear to be diminished. 

There is no doubt that saps are being run from their line steadily 
toward ours. Musketry can do little toward preventing the work, as 
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those at work are under cover. A deserter who came into our lines 
last night says that the work done by the enemy in trout of the Crater 
between the lines is done with a view of extending their picket-line. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 0 . yORIS, 

Colonel Sixty -seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Gomdg. First Brigade. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

Beep Bottom^ 17f., September <?, 1S6L 

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel, 

General Batler\^ Headquarters^ Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: On the rebel left of main road to Itiehmond is Gary’s 
cavalry brigade; don’t know its division. It is Seventh South Carolina 
Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Virginia Cavalry, and Hampton Legion; don’t 
know its numbers. To the rebel right comes Gregg’s brigade, Field’s 
division, commanded by Colonel Lass. It is composed of the First, 
Fourth, and Fifth Texas and Third Arkansas. 1 think they will aver- 
age 150 each regiment. There was also a week ago General Beuning’s 
brigade, Second, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Georgia — ^laiow 
nothing of their strength — opposite Grover’s house; also Twenty-fifth 
Virginia City Battalion near same ixnnt, and I think the Mnth Vir- 
ginia; don’t know their strength. The Twenty-fifth is comparatively 
quite strong. When I came 1 was infoi’ined that Gem'rals Bratton’s 
and Law’s teigades, of Field’s division, were herc^ A desert er reported 
Law’s brigade to have left. I have heard nothing about Bratton’s since 
I have been here. A deserter, August 27, said Bushrod Johnson’s 
old brigade joined the picket-line of Benning’s brigade at Aiken’s gate. 
I have had only one squad of deserters lor a week. They belonged to 
Gregg’s brigade, and also knew of the cavalry. Gregg commands the 
front. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. J. PAINE, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Deep Bottom^ Pirf., September 0^ 1H64. 

Major Bead, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Major: In reference to your telegram of Septcmb<a' 6, directing me 
to ascertain and report concerning the roads in this vicinity, I have to 
state that there is but one principal road leading from this ])ost about 
north toward the enemy’s lines. This is the Bottom road. Is good 
so far as the enemy’s pickets. It is supposed to continue good and to 
run in nearly the same direction as far as the main road to Kichmond. 
Two paths or farm-house roads join it on our left and outside our lines, 
both, however, communicating into our lines. B(dow Four-Mile Creek 
the main road from Eichmond is in sight from our lines beyond tlie 
enemy’s pickets. It comes down over a high hill, on which are works 
and a camp, apparently crosses the head of Four-Mile Creek, and passes 
down along the edge of the timber beyond the open plain. I beg 
further to state that 1 have little means of learning the roads beyond 
my lines unless I drive away the enemy’s pickets. The troops here 
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under General Foster occupied at one time and know the country roads 
in front of this point, as also Second Corps, &c., below Four-Mile Creek. 
Doubtless from them extensive and accurate information on this subject 
could be had. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. J. PAFNE, 

Brigad ier- Genera Commanding, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

. September 9, 1864 — 1,30 p, m. 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain: The reports from the picket-lines this morning show 
everything quiet along the entire line. 

Yery respectfully, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigad ier- General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Kautz’s Cavalry Division, 

No. 8. J In the Field j September 9, 1864, 

I. The camp of dismounted men and convalescents will be moved 
from Jones’ Neck to the Jordan Point and Petersburg road, near the 
quartermaster’s and commissary depot. The commanding officer of the 
camp will concentrate the command into one camp. The men of each 
regiment will be organized into temporary companies of not more than 
100 men to each company, and an officer detailed to take charge of each 
company from the regiment to which the men belong. 

II. A general hospital will be established for the entire division, in 
the vicinity of the camp, under the general supervision of the medical 
director, who will direct the necessary medical attendance, by propor- 
tionate details from the regiment. 

III. The camp will be organized and guarded according to regula- 
tions 5 strict discipline will be maintained. The prescribed roll-calls, 
at least two drills daily, and an efficient camp guard will be kept up. 

lY. Picket-lines will be established in each company and a propor- 
tionate number of horses assigned to each to be cared for. Stable duty 
will bo rigidly enforced. 

Y. As men and horses become fit for duty they will be returned to 
their regiments. The men will not be permitted to join or visit the 
dismounted camp without permission from their company or regimental 
commander. 

YI. When necessary, horses, arms, and accouterments will be trans- 
ferred from one man to another, and from one company to another, in 
the same regiment, in order that all the available men and horses may 
be for duty with the regiments. 

YII. An officer will ])e detailed by the commanding officer of the 
camp to do the duty oi‘ quartermaster and commissary. An acting 
adjutant will also be detailed by him, and semi-weekly reports of the 
cainp will be furnished these headquarters. 

YIII. It will be the duty of the commanding officer so to govern and 
regulate his command as not to afford a refuge for malingerers and 
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Hdqirs. Fiii«t brigade, First Division, Tenth Corps, 

September 5, lS6i. 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Aasistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: I am satisfied tliat tlio enemy are piisliiiig two saps from the 
Crater toward the salient point of our i)icket-line to tlie front of the 
Crater. The work does not appear to be pushed with much vigor. I 
could discover, say, two or three shovels at work at the same time in 
each sap. Would it not be a good plan to annoy them as much as 
possible from the picket-line by musketry ? I have given instructions 
to the officer in command of the j)icket detail to give special attention 
to this matter and report promptly any discoveries he may make. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-serenth Ohio Volunteerfi^ Commanding Brigade, 


Hdqrs. First Brigade, Kautz’s Cavalry Division, 

In the Field, September 8, 186 L 

Capt. M. J. AsCH, 

Actmg Amstayit Adjtitayit- General : 

Sir: I send down to-day a party of contrabands who <*aine in yester- 
day and to-day. They rei>r(^sent that the emmiy have dusappeared 
from our trout, excepting a few scattering scouts, A(*cording to their 
accounts, the farmers are thrashing out their grain vith all i)0wssible 
dispatch, and hurrying it and their i>rime negioes bey(md Dinwiddie 
Court-Uouse. At one point, about six miles beyond our lines, is a 
farmer named Ileth or Heath who has about GOO bushels of wheat and 
a greater quantity of prime oats already thrashed and winnowed out. 
This had not been moved two days ago. I have ordered out all the 
dismounted men who can be spared from the dismounted camj) of the 
Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and i)ropose organizing a dismounted 
pai'ty of picked men to feri’ct out those scouts and bushwhackers who 
are continually annoying our pickets. They sometimes get within our 
lines for the pur])ose of obtaining intelligence. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jacobs, Third New York Cavalry, reports that he Avas fired upon near 
Sturdivant’s Mill by a scout or bushwhacker three days ago. I think 
the party I propose to organize, judiciously handled, will be of more 
service here than lying idle in camp. If there is any objection, will 
you please notify me. 

I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

EOB. M, WEST, 
Colonel, CommandAng Brigade, 


Washington, September 9, 1864—2.50 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The recruiting returns show an average of about 5,000 mustered in 
per day for the last week. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 
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City PoinTj Ya.^ September 9, 1864. 

Major-General Halleck, 

Chief of Staff of the Army^ WaehingtOTij D. 0. : 

Under the construction given to it the War Department Circular, IN'o. 
61, is giving rise to much dissatisfaction. According to it officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the three-years’ organizations, who have at 
times varying from that of original organization to the present accepted 
promotions won by merit, often, if not always, in the belief that thereby 
their term of service was not increased, are now held for three years 
from their last promotion and remuster. I submit that such a decision 
at this late day is of doubtful exi^ediency, with reference to those offi- 
cers who, previous to the publication of the circular referred to, had 
accepted promotion, as, even if good officers, they will still feel that 
they have been unjustly treated and unfairly held. Since the promul- 
gation of this circular many valuable officers are refusing promotion, 
which, while purporting to be a reward, yet imposes at once, without 
opportunity for furlough, another term of three years’ service. For the 
good of the service I therefore respe(‘tfully recommend that circular be 
so changed that at all remusters arising from promotions, whether 
before or after its date, officers shall have the option of being remus- 
tered for the unexpired portion of their term of service or for three 
years, as they shall choose. 

U. S. GEAOT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

September P, 1864. 

Maj, Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : Four deserters from the enemy just received that came 
into General Mott’s division. Second Corps, about 9 o’clock last 
evening. Two of them are from Harris’ brigade, and two from Fine- 
gan’s brigade, all of Mahone’s division, Hill’s corps. One of the desert- 
ers from Harris’ brigade, Nineteenth Mississippi Ke<>iment, state? that 
Humphreys’ brigade, of Kershaw’s division, has been lying in the rear 
of Mahoiie’s division for the past five or six days until yesterday, when 
it moved to the right toward the Weldon railroad; that he visited this 
brigade day before yesterday, which was encamped in a valley just to 
the rear of Mahone’s division; is positive they moved to the riglit yes- 
terday; understood the brigade had lately come from the north side of 
the Appomattox, but did not know whether it had been to the Yalley or 
not; that it was rumored ycvsterday Heth’s division was about to move 
to the right; had not moved when informant left. Position of Hill’s 
corps remains unchanged as far as known by these deserters. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

September 9j 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: Four deserters forwarded this p. m. from headquarters 
Ninth Army Corps. They came into our lines this morning about 5 
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o’clock. They are from the Sixteenth Virginia Eegiment, Weisiger’s 
brigade, Mahone’s division, and Third Georgia Eegiment, Wright’s bri- 
gade, same division. Eeport no change in enemy’s position. One of 
ttie men from Third Georgia Eegiment thinks Field’s division is in rear 
of Mahone’s; saw Jenkins’ brigade there (now Bratton’s), also Law’s 
(Alabama) brigade. Know nothing of whereabouts of Kershaw’s divis- 
ion by either of informants. 

Very respectfixlly, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


IlEADQUAETEKS ARMr OP THE POTOKAO, 

Peovost-Maeshal-Geneeal’s Depaetmbnt, 

8(^tember 9, 1864. 

Colonel Shaepe, 

City Point : 

Can you locate Field’s division t Two brigades of it reported to be in 
lear of Mahone’s division to-day, Law’s and Jenkins’. 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Peank Eoad Signal Station, 

Seftemier 9, 1864. 

Major Fishbe: 

The enemy continues to strengthen and extend his works at different 
points. The woods in vicinity of lead-works are being thinned out, 
making their camps appear larger; no movements visible. 

11. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


[Indoraemont.] 

IlEADQtrAETEES AEMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Sl'ptetnber 9, 1864. 

Eespectfully forwarded to Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys. 

B. F. FISIIBE, 
Major and Chief Signal Offieer. 


JOEDAN llOITSE SIGNAL STATION, 

September 9, 1861 — 12 m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishbe, 

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

There is a large party at work on Fort Clifton, apparently making a 
new face to the south side of that work. The enemy are still at work 
opposite the Eushmore house. Only two limbers are visible there this 
a. m. There is a train of cars, one loaded with hay, the rest are box- 
cars, in Petersburg to our right of the Norfolk depot and near the rail- 
road bridge. Nothing of the kind has been observed at that point be- 
fore. Trains are moving both ways every day in Petersburg at the 
point where the dirt road to Eichmond crosses the Lynchburg railroad. 

Eespectfully, 

T. E. CLAEK, 

Captain a/nd Acting Signal Officer. 
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Plank Eoad Sional Station, 

September 9^ 1864 — 6,30 p, m. 

Major Fisher : 

Enemy are digging rifle-pits in rear of their picket-line in vicinity 
of Gregory’s. The usual activity visible on works at different points. 

H. W. PULTOE, 

Sergeant, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 9^ 1864 — 1 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Hunt, 

Ghief of Artillery^ Army of the Fotomae : 

General : I have to request that the batteries now occupying Fort 
Hell and the position on its immediate right be withdrawn and replaced 
by batteries of this corps to-morrow morning, in order that the batteries 
there may be under one command. The enemy have been permitted to 
work lately in a manner which should not have been allowed. A power- 
ful fort has been erected by the enemy since the withdrawal of the Eew 
Hami>shire battery from Fort Hell, which formerly kept down the 
enemy’s working parties. I have to request that to-night Captain Ed- 
gell should take charge of all the batteries from the plank road to 1,000 
yards to the right, to include Fort Wan‘en, as I am intending to per- 
form a delicate operation and wish the batteries to be under his charge 
for the time being, in order that General Mott, in command of the 
line, can control them. I wish that the matter should be kept as 
secret as possible, and therefore wish to have the matter entirely under 
General Mott’s control. 

WIINF’D S. HANCOCK, 
Major-Oeneralj Gommanding Second, Corps, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 9, 1864 — 3 p, m. 

General Hancock: 

Captain Harn, commanding the batteries between the plank road and 
♦ railroad, is ordered to report to you. You have already been informed, 
through your chief of artillery, that all the batteries on your front were 
at your disposal for any service connected with the operation of your 
troops. It is now forty-eight hours since I visited Fort HeU. I have 
not yet seen the powerful work you refer to as being erected in that 
time. 

HENPY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier ‘ General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Septmnber 9^ 1864 — 4,05 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Ghief of Artillery^ Army of the Potomac : 

1 am not aware that I have been informed by my chief of artillery 
that all the batteries in my front were at my disposal, nor do I consider 
that such is the proper way of informing me of the fact, and as you have 
not complied with my wishes on the subject referred to this morning I 
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sliall liereafter apply to different sources. I did not suppose that any 
of the batteries would retuse to obey my orders if I directed them to 
fire or not to fire, but out of courtesy to you I addressed the telegram 
to you of this morning. If you have not lately seen the powerful work 
on’ my left which 1 referred to this morning you can readily see it by 
visiting the lines. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I sent a telegram to General Hunt this morning, requesting that my 
chief of artillery, Captain Edgell, might be placed in charge of all the 
batteries on my line from Foit Warren to the plank road in connection 
with my operations to-night only. Also that he would substitute my 
own batteiies for those recently put in Fort Hell, as since mine were 
withdi'awn, the enemy have been allowed to work without molestation 
on a powerful woi'k to my left, which work was previously much retar- 
ded. General Hunt did not comply with either of my requests, but 
returned an equivocal answer. I find that a Captain Harn has been 
put in charge of a part of the batteries on my line, while my chief of 
artillery has charge of others. I do not wish to apply to General Hunt 
any further, but refer the matter to you for decision. I desired as few 
heads as i)Ossible for my operations to-night. At 1 o’clock in the 
morning I propose to try and remove the enemy’s i)icket-line in my 
front, which has been strengthened during the last two days by new 
rows of pits. 

I send you a copy of the dispatch I sent General Hxint, and his reply, 
to wldch I r(‘sp(*ctfallv invite your attention.* 

WINF’B S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, # 

September 9, 1864. (Sent 0.,S() p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

I saw General Hunt before receiving your telegram, and understood 
from him that he had ordered Captain Harn to report to you, not only 
that he might be under the orders of your (*hicf of artillery, but that 
you might also make any changes that you desire in the batteries, 
placing in position such as you preferred of your own artillery and 
withdrawing those not belonging to your own corps, not only for to 
night but as the permanent arrangement. Please have such as you 
withdraw and do not need in reserve for your corps ordered to report 
to General Hunt for reserve for the general line. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

* See 1 X). nu and 3 p. m., p. 769. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 9, 1864. (Eeceived 7 p. m.) 

General Humphreys : 

Captain Harn did report to me, but not under tliebonditions mentioned 
in your dispatcli, and J gave him no orders until I could hear from. you. 
Your dispatch arranges the matter satisfactorily, as -would a similar 
one from General Hunt in answer to mine first sent him. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, | Hdqrs. 1st Brig-., 3d Div., 2d Corps, 

Ko. 77. ) September 9, 1801. 

1. Lieutenant-Colonel IMeikel, commanding Twentieth Indiana Yet- 
eran Volunteers, will take his regiment and the Second U. S. Sharp- 
shooters in frunt of that part of your line which extends on the left of 
the new redoubt built on the Jerusalem plank road. The movement 
will be executed at 12 o’clock to-night movst quickly, and so as to remain 
unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a. m. Colonel Meikel will carry 
the enemy’s ritle-pits from a point marked by a single tree on the left 
to the Jerusalem road, including the point known as the Chimneys, 
where he will be supported by some companies of the Ninety-ninth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Colonel Biles’ command. From the 
point of attack marked by the little tree alluded to lie will establish on 
the lelt a new straight line of rifle-pits, connecting with the present one 
at the next projecting point of woods. He will occupy and defend his 
new line, if attacked, until after sunrise, when the two legiments under 
his command will be relieved by the advance of the present line of the 
Third Brigade. It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush, 
with fixed bayonets, and without any firing if possible. 

2. Col. E. E. Biles, commanding the Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, will take his regiment in front of that part of our line which 
extends from Fort Hell to a point on the right opposite to a single 
tree, where a new line of pickets will be advanced during the evening. 
The movement will be executed at 12 o'clock to-night most quietly, 
and so as to remain unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a. m. Col- 
onel Biles will establish thoroughly a new picket-line from the single 
tree already alluded to xq) to the point known as the Chimneys, keeping 
'two or three companies to rush to that point if necessary and carry it 
in connection with Colonel Meikel, Twentieth Indiana Veteran Volun- 
teers, who will carry that part of the enemy’s rifle pits from the left. He 
will occupy and defend his newline, if attacked, until after suniise, 
when his regiment will be relieved by the advance of our present line. 
It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush, with fixed bayonets, 
and without any firing if possible. 

By command of Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand: 

JAS. M. LINNAED, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Second Corps, 

September 9^ 1864. 

The regimental commanders will put the whole of their commands 
under arms and in tlie breast-woiks at 12 o’clock to-night, and will keep 
them so until after sunrise i eady for any emergency. They will take 
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care tliat no -light or noise may cause the enemy^s pickets to suspect, 
and still less to ascertain, that any movement is going on in our line. 
During the temporary withdrawal of the Mnety-nintli Pennsylvania, 
the One hundred and twenty-fourth and Eighty-sixth ISTew York Vol- 
unteers will spread their lines to the left so as to fill up the gap to Fort 
Warren. During the temporary withdrawal of the Twentieth Indiana, 
the Fortieth Hew York Volunteers will spread its line to the left so as 
to connect with the Seventeenth Maine. It is recommended that the 
men should not be informed of any intended movement before the hour 
appointed for its execution. 

By command of Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand: 

JAS. M. LIHHAED, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Second Brio., Third Div., Second Army Corps, 

JSejytemher 9^ 1864, 

Captain Commanding the Picket Line: 


You will get your men quietly under arms at 12.30 o’clock to-night. 
The pickets on your right, at the head of the plank i‘oad, arc to be ad- 
vanced at 1 o’clock precisely. If the pickets on your trout make any 
demonstration to advance you must repulse them, or if they commence 
firing on our troops to the right you will return the fire, so as to reUeve 
oim troops as much as possible. You will therefore see the im])ortance 
of having your men all under arms and in good position, so as to re- 
pulse the enemy should they attack you, or to fire upon them should 
they open on our troops to your right. Use great caution in getting 
your pickets under arms, so as not to attract the attention of the 
enemy. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

B. E. PIEECE, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Septemher 9, 1864, 

Col. E. McAllister, Third Brigade: 

Colonel: During the operation to-night you will please instruct 
your pi(*kets and the reserve that they must not fire unless the party 
operating is driven back and there is danger of an assault from the 
enemy, and to be very careful not to fire on our own troops. It may be 
necessary for you to advance the left of your line after the new line is 
established. You will act accordingly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septeanher 9, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred yes- 
terday or last night. Working parties, numbering 200 men, were at 
work during the day on the defenses at this point. 

G* K. WAEEBH, 
Major-General, Commanding, 
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Headquarters Ftfth Army Corps, 

Sej^temher Dj 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjnta nt- General : 

General : I again find myself in tlie iiosition I liave been so often 
before, surrounded by starving women and children. They are unwill- 
ing to take the oath, as they do not know but it may be made a source 
of oppression to them by our enemies if we remove, and it hardly seems 
right to exact such a sacred thing from women under the pressure of 
craving hunger. I cannot vsee them starve, and have not the means 
to support them. Cannot 1 be authorized to issue rations to support 
those within our lines'? 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Sei)iemher P, 1864. 

General G. K. Warren, 

Comma ndi/Hj Fifth Corps: 

General Patrick says he will at once take tlie necessary measures to 
relieve the destitute women and children alluded to in your disi)at(ili of 
this morning. Perhaps it would be best for you in such cases to refer 
the i)arties to the provost-marshal-general. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
istan t Adjii ta n t- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 9, 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genera I : 

Gene*ral : It is hardly i)ossible to send these distressed people to 
the provost-marshal-gencral. They arc old and enfeebled or too young, 
and tliose that have any strength are absolutely required at home to 
take care of the sick and the babies- In sx)ite of all we can do, our 
pillagers keep these peoiile in (constant tcu'ror, and under threats of 
burning the homses ransack everything. It is distressing to listen to 
their stories, the evidence of whose truth is seen in every dwelling. 
Eespectfidly, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 9, 1864. 

General G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

I did not mean to convey the idea that you were to send the destitute 
people to Genera] Patrick. I only desire to suggest that it would per- 
haps save you inconvenience were you to refer their applications or 
make known their necessities to General Patrick. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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, FTEADQUAltTEBS SECOND AEMY CoRPS, 

l^ej^temher 9, 1864, 

General Warren: 

At 1 o’clock to-night I propose to try and capture or drive off the 
enemy’s picket-line in my front to the right and left of the plank road. 

WlhTF’D S. HAI^TCOOK, 

Ma^or-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

Septeinher 9, 1864. 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


Deserters from Mahone’s division, who left their picket last night, 
report no addition to the forces in this vicinity. They say there is 
considerable despondency among the Georgia trooi>s since Sherman’s 
victory. Three of tliem belong to the Third Georgia. General Grant’s 
order is getting to be known, but there is much talk of the terms on 
which deserters will be received, few having a chance to see the order. 

O. B. WILLOOX, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 9^ 1864, 

General Willcox : 

I am about making an attack to obtain the enemy’s pickets in my 
front, the right and left of the plank road. The trooi)s going in will 
l)robably come out at the Strong house, a little to youx' right. The 
hour fixed is 1 o’clock. 

WIND’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 9^ 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Boiomae: 

General: I have the honor to report all (luiet on the line of the 
Second Division. Last evening at dark a few of the enemy’s cavalry 
appeared on the plank road in front of iny vedettes. J will make an 
examination of the country in front of the Gurley house, and if practi- 
cable will push tlio line farther out to-day. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1). McM. GKEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second JHmsion. 


Dutch Gap, Ya., September 9, 1804. 

Col. Henry L."Arbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that from twenty to thirty shells 
have been fired by the enemy at the canal to-day, but two of which 
took effect. The remainder burst wide, doing no damage to any one. 
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We have a very small mark to lire at, and of course cannot hit every 
time. Our average shots are as good as could be expected. The 
rebels seem to fire now and then simply out of spite. Tried the light 
guns to-day and thought they did good execution. Shall try them 
again to-morrow and save the 8-inch shells as much as i}ossible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEBOE, 

Gaptam^ First Connecticut ArtUlery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 9y 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Kothing new on my line. The 'enemy are pushing forward four 
trenches, saps, or approaches to ]ny works. They are seven feet deep, 
five feet wide. A scout of mine crept up to them last evening and so 
reports. Can’t imagine their use. I will place my Ooehorii mortars in 
position near them to-day and try and stop further progxess. The 
redoubts are iu fair progress. 

D. B. BIEl^EY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields Septeinber 9, 1864* 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Gommandinrj First Division: 

General : I am directed by the major-general commanding to fur- 
nish you the following copy of a telegram just received : 


General Birney: 

At 1 o’clock to-night I propose to try and capture or drive olf the enemy’s picket- 
line in my front to the right and left of the plank road. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-Gm eral. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHAS. H. GEAVES, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ya,^ September 1861, 

Ca3)t. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet this morning. The enemy kept 
lip a fire of musketry last night. The officer of the trenches reported 
yesterday evening: 

The enemy have opened two embrasures in the works about fifty yards to the 
right of the Crater. They have strengthened their works much, and are woiking at 
what appears to be the saps approaching our line, two from the east and one from 
the northeast face of the Crater. They h<id a fatigue party of 100 men at work last 
night. The trenches distant from the fort appear to be diminished. 

There is no doubt that saps are being run from their line steadily 
toward ours. Musketry can do little toward preventing the work, as 
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tliose at \vork are under cover. A deserter who came into our lines 
last night says that the work done by the enemy in front of the Crater 
between the lines is done with a view of extending their picket-line. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. Mrst Brigade, 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eiohteentii Army Corps, 

Beep Bottom^ Ya,^ September 9^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel, 

General Bvilerls Headgnarlers^ Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: On the rebel left of main road to Eichmond is Gary^s 
cavalry brigade,- don’t know its division. It is Seventh South Carolina 
Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Virginia Cavalry, and Hampton Legion; don’t 
know its numbers. To the rebel right comes Gregg’s brigade, Field’s 
division, comnianded by Colonel Bass. It is composed of the First, 
Fourth, and Filth Texas and Third Arkansas. I think they will aver- 
age 150 each regiment. There was also a week ago Genei^al Benning’s 
brigade, Second, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Georgia — ^know 
nothing of their strength — opposite Grover’s house; also Twenty-fifth 
Virginia City Battalion near same point, and I think the Mnth Vir- 
ginia; don’t know their strength. The Twenty-fifth is comparatively 
quite strong. When 1 came 1 was informed that Generals Bratton’s 
and Law’s brigades, of Field’s division, wore hero. A deserter reported 
Law’s brigade to have left I have heard nothing about Bratton’s since 
I have been here. A deserter, August 27, said Bushrod Johnson’s 
old brigade joined the picket-line of Beuuing’s brigade at Aiken’s gate. 
I have had only one squad of deserters for a week. They belonged to 
Gregg’s brigade, and also know ol‘ the cavalry. Gregg commands the 
front. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. J. BAINE, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


ITdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Beep Bottom^ Va,^ September <?, 1864, 

Major Eead, 

Assistant Adjutant-Ge^ieral : 

Major: In reference to your telegram of September C, directing me 
to ascertain and report concerning the roads in thiwS vicinity, I have to 
state that there is but one principal road loading from this post about 
north toward the enemy’s lines. This is the llottom road. Is good 
so far as the enemy’s pickets. It is supposed to (-ontinue good and to 
run in nearly the same direction as far as the main road to Eichmond. 
Two paths or farm-house roadvS join it on our left and outeide our lines, 
both, however, communicating into our linos. Below Four-Mile Creek 
tlie main road from Eichmond is in sight irom our lines beyond the 
enemy’s pickets. It comes down over a high hill, on which are works 
and a camp, apparently crosses the head of Four-Mile Creek, and passes 
down along the edge of the timber beyond the open plain. I beg 
further to state that J have little means of learning the roads beyond 
my lines unless I drive away the enemy’s pickets. The troops here 



Chap. LIY.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


767 


under General Foster occupied at one time and know tke country roads 
in jBi?ont of this point, as also Second Corps, &c., below Four- Mile Creek, 
Doubtless from them extensive and accurate information on this subject 
could be had. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. J. PAINE, 

Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding, 


Headquarters Cayaery Division, 

September 9, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 


Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain: The reports from the ])icket-lines this morning show 
everything quiet along the entire line, 

Yery respectfully, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- Genera Z, Commanding, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs, Kautz’s Cavalry Division, 

No. 8. ) In the Fields September 5, 1864, 

I. The camp of dismounted men and convalescents will be moved 
from Jones’ Neck to the Jordan Point and Petersburg road, near the 
quartermaster’s and commissary depot. The commanding officer of the 
camp will concentrate the command into one camp. The men of each 
regiment will be organized into temporary companies of not more than 
100 men to each company, and an officer detailed to take charge of each 
company from the regiment to which the men belong. 

II. A general hospital will be established for the entire division, in 
the vicinity of the camp, under the general supervision of the medical 
director, who will direct the necessary medical attendance, by propor- 
tionate details from the regiment. 

HI. The camp will be organized and guarded according to regula- 
tions; strict discipline will be maintained. The prescribed roll-calls, 
at least two drills daily, and an efficient camp guard will be kept up. 

lY. Picket-lines will be established in each company and a propor- 
tionate number of horses assigned to each to be cared for. Stable duty 
will be rigidly enforced. 

Y. As men and horses become fit for duty they will be returned to 
their regiments. The men will not be permitted to join or visit the 
dismounted camp without permission from their company or regimental 
commander. 

YI. When necessary, horses, arms, and accouterments will be trans- 
ferred from one man to another, and from one company to another, in 
the same regiment, in order that all the available men and horses may 
be for duty with the regiments. 

YII. An officer will be detailed by the commanding officer of the 
camp to do the duty of ciuartermaster and commissary. An acting 
adjutant will also be detailed by him, and semi-weekly reports of the 
camp will be furnished these headquarters. 

YIIl. It will be the duty of the commanding officer so to govern and 
regulate his command as not to afford a refuge for malingerers and 
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shirks rrhilst the faithful men are doing their duty at the front. The 
general commanding tlie division will afford every facility and authority 
for the efficient execution of this order, and will hold the commanding 
officer responsible. 

By command of Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz : 

M. J. ASCH, 

Oapfain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL EXECUTIVE ORDER RETURNINO THANKS TO THE OHIO 
VOLUNTEERS POR 100 DAYS. 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington City^ Sejyt ember 10, 1864. 

The term of 100 days for which^the National Guard of Ohio volun- 
teered having expired, the President directs an official acknowledg- 
ment to be made of their patriotic and valuable services during the 
recent campaigns. The term of service of their enlistment was short, 
but distinguished by memorable events. In the Valley of the Shenan- 
doah, on iSe Peninsula, in the operations on the James Eiver, around 
Petersburg and Eichinond, in the battle of Monocacy, and in the 
intrenchments of Washington, and in other important service, the 
National Guard of Ohio performed with alacrity the duty of patriotic 
volunteers, for which they are entitled to and are hereby tendered, 
through the Governor of their State, the national thanks. 

The Secretary of War is directed to transmit a copy of thiws order to 
the Governor of Ohio, and to cause a (*ertillcate of their honorable 
service to be delivered to the officers and soldiers of the Ohio National 
Guard who recently served in the military force of the United States 
as volunteers for 100 days. 

ABBAHAM LINCOLN. 


WASlliNaTON, September 10, 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point, Yu. : 

Had not the new infantiy regiments now coming in better be sent to 
City Point? The facilities for desertion here and with General Sheri- 
dan are so gi^eat that we shall vsoon lose large numbers. Moreover, we 
have difficulty in getting offieex's enough to drill the new artillery regi- 
ments. Infantry regiments will not improve here without experienced 
officers to look after them. 

H. W. UALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, Va., September 10, 1864—6,30 p. m. 

(Eeceived 10.20 p. m.) 

Major-General IIalleck, 

Washington, J), G. : 

I would like very much to have all the new regiments sent here. 
They can be made good use of, and will improve more rapidly here than 
they possibly could about the cities. 

U. S. GKANT, 
Lieutenant-General, 
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City Potnt, t^ej^temher 10^ 1S64 — 6. SO p, m. 
Major-General Halleck, 

Washington: 

The followin^j; inforintition is just received from a deserter, who left 
Eichmoiid on Monday, but came into oui* lines to-day. Please commu- 
nicate it to the Department. He says that Captain Wood, of the 
Tallahassee, had been on tolUchmoiidj that on last Monday 200 sailors 
from the receiving ship lying near Drewry’s Bluil* were sent to Wilming- 
ton under the command of Lieutenant Murdaugh to man a new vessel 
of war that was soon to run out to sea. lie adds a piece of army news 
that all boys over sixteen years of age and old men under fifty-five had 
been ordered into Eichmond. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


City Point, Ya., ISejyteniber 10^ 186 L 

Hon. G. Y. Fox, 

Assistant Secretarg of the Xavy : 

Your letter of the 9tli instant, inclosing copy of instructions to 
Admiral Farragut, was received by last night^s mail.-* I have no sugges- 
tions to make difibrent from what those instructions contain. As soon as 
the land forces can be spared and the navy is ready to co-operate, I 
will send an expedition of sufficient force quietly down the coast, not 
even allowing the command, with the exception of the commanding 
officer, to know where they are going. The details for landing a force 
can be best arranged by Admiral Farragut and the commander of the 
land forces. So soon as all is arranged I will acquaint you witli what 
is done on my part. 

XJ. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomao, 

September 10^ 1864, 

Hon. E. M. Stanton: 

Eeferring to the conversation 1 had with you a few days ago in rela- 
tion to the regulations respecting the term for which officers are to be 
held who have received new commissions since the date of their orig- 
inal entry into the service, I respectfully invite your attention to the 
Circular No. 01, coi)y herewith, issued from the War Department upon 
tlie subject; and also to Circular No. 73, received this day, modifying 
somewhat Circular No. 61, It is respectfully submitted that the regula- 
tion upon the subject, as modified, does not altogether meet the point I 
presented for your consideration, viz, should an officer who has served 
three years, and who claims his discharge on that gi*ouud, be held, 
even if there is a command for him, and he has received a new commis- 
sion since his original entry into the service. In the absence of Cir- 
cular No. 73 the muster out of supernumerary officers would at any rate 
have been ordered. I would respectfully add that in my judgment the 
interests of the service will be greatly promoted if a regulation be pro- 
mulgated simply stating that officers, non-commissioned officers, and 

^ Fox's letter, with inclosiu'e, not found ; hut for the instructions to Rear-Admiral 
Farragut, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 4, 1865, p. 1. 

49 R B— VOL XLII, PT II 
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privates receiving commissions will be mustered into the grade to 
which they may be appointed for three years or for the iinexi)ired i)f)r- 
tion of their original term of service at their option, such a regulation 
to have retrospective action. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshae-General’s Department, 

Sejptcmber 10, 1864, 

Major-General llUMi’HREYS, 

Chief of fStaff: 

General : Five deserters and fifty-seven prisoners of war were for- 
warded this a. m. li'oni General Mott’s division, Second Army Corps. 
The deserters are all from the Eleventh Florida, Finegan’s brigade, 
and came into our lines shortly after dark last evening, just previous 
to the captui‘0 of the ])risoners. The prisoners represetit two brigades 
of Mahone’s division, Finegan’s and Harris’. Ten of them are from the 
Twelfth, Nfinetcenth, and Forty-eighth Mississl])pi, of Harris’ brigade, 
and the remainder from all the regiments of Finegan’s brigade. The 
picket-line of Harris’ brigade wavS aitta(*kod by us near its left where it 
joins Finegan. Harris’ brigade lies to the right of Finegan. None of 
the deserters or prisoners give any information of importanee. The 
position of Hill’s cori)s remains unchanged. {Some of them report a 
division of Longvstreet iii rear of Mahone; supimse ir to be Field’s divis- 
ion. More than half of Finegan’s men seem anxious to take the oath of 
allegiance and go North. 

Very respectfully, your obe<lient servant, 

JNO. 0. BxVBOOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

l^eptemher 10, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of 

, General : Twenty-four prisoners of war from the Twelfth, Sixteenth, 
and Nineteenth Mississip])i have been forwarded from the Second 
Army Corps in addition to those r(‘ccive<l early this a. m. The total 
number received thus far is eighty-throe, representing only Harris’ and 
Finegan’s brigades. The last bring no additional information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BADOOOK. 


City Point, Hej^tember 10, 1864, 

3 , 0. Babcock, 

Headquarters Army of the l^otomac : 

I was over at General Butler’s yesterday p. m. and examined prison- 
ers and deserters there. The troops on the north side of the James are 
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Benning’s and Gregg’s brigades, of Field’s division, and Buslirod John- 
son’s old (Tennessee) brigade. The whole of Pickett’s division, with 
Thomas’ brigade, holds the line between the two rivers. 

SHAEPE, 

ColoneL 


Hdqrs. Ariviy oe the Potomac, Sionajl Department, 

fSeiitemher 10^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : My lookout near the Gibbon house reports a strong detail 
of the eneniy, about 2,000, at work this afternoon throwing up a hue of 
works running off at a small angle from the vicinity of the main line 
near the plank road, and leading through the woods in direction of the 
lead-works, or perhaps a little to the right of them. The officer at 
plank road station reports: 

The enemy arc working hy heavy detail on a now line of works in onr immediate 
front and on another line by edge of woods north-northwest from station. They are 
working on onr whole front, hut with less force than on new line. They are also 
extending works on our extreme left beyond the AVeldon railroad. During the fore- 
noon about 1,000 men, in three detachments, moved southward along tHe Weldon 
railroad. They came from the woods west of the fort in that vicinity. 

The following messages were intercexited: 

Sergeant IL, 

At (\: 

Is Barton’s brigade at the Dunn house? 

A., 

Sergeant, 

Sergeant A. : 

Yes. 

R., 

Sergeant j at C. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHBE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Plank Eoab Signal Station, 

Scjgtemher 10^ 1861 — H a. m. 


Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

All quiet. Eo change in enemy^s lines or camps. 

H. W. FULTQ]^, 

Sergeant, 


Plank Eoad Station, 

Septe7nb€r 10, 1864, 

Major Fisher: 

Between 8.30 and 9 a. m. 1,050 infantry, in parties of 500, 300, and 250, 
came from woods west of large fort near Weldon railroad and moved 
south on line of Weldon railroad. 


H. W. FULTON. 
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Wadthall Signal Station, 

8epte7)iber 10, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

One regiment of infantry passed open space coming from enemy^s front in Clies- 
tertield and going toward Bermuda Hundred, followed by four wagons. One 
steamer just gone down the river. No boats visible. 

R., 

Sergeant. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

Septemher 10, 1864 — 5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A party of twelve men is working on Fort Clifton. A heavy dust is 
observed rising in rear of Richmond road. All quiet otherwisk 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


September 10, 1804 — 5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Enemy at work digging saps or ditches leading from exploded fort. 
Also small parties digging at two or three other i)oiuts of line. 

I. S. LYON, 

Lieutenayif and Signal Officer. 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

Septemher 10, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

The enemy are working by heavy detail on a newline of works in our 
immediate front and on another new line by edge of woods north-north- 
west from station. They are working on our whole front but with less 
force than on new works; are also extending works on our extreme left. 
Camps unchanged and no movements observed. 

11. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


September 10, 1804 — 6,30 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

The fatigue force reported this p. m. would fully reach the number 
stated. They seemed to commence work all along the line of hills but 
the larg(T body is on the eniiladiug works. A new line of rifle-pits also 
appeared this morning along the side of same hills but nearer our front. 
No movements of account to-day. 

A. C. JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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• ITeadquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 10, 1861 — 2 a. m. 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General Mott reports at 1.30 a. m. that lie has carried the enenly^s 
rifle-pits and is establishing his line on the crest near the plank road. 
It was done by the bayonet. He has a few prisoners and is reversing 
the line. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Mojoy^-GenerciL 

(Same to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Corps, 
September^ 10, 1801, (licceived 1 p. in.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomae: 

About 3 this morning the enemy attacked the right of my new pi(*ket- 
line, recapturing the pi(‘ket-pits to the plank road. From that point I 
hold and have reversed their line for about half a mile to the left of the 
road. I occupy the crest at the Chimneys. At this point the enelny^s 
picket-pits are about fifteen yards from ours and I anticipate wmr to- 
night. There tvas some bad management in placing the right of the 
line last night. It was intended to fill up the enemy’s pits there and 
make a new line along the edge of the ravine, but the regimental com- 
mander extended his line down the ravine, which subjected him to a 
flank attack. I believe I sent up about 90 prisoners. My owui loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners is about 40, 1 hear, though it may be 
less. Lieutenant-(/olonel Meikel, Twentietli Indiana, was severely, if 
not mortally, wmiinded. Picket-tiring is shaip there to day. 

WINFH S. llAN(iOCK, 

Major-General, 

(Same to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Second Army (h)RPS, 

September 10, 1804, 

General Wilt jams: 

Since last repoitthe whole of the Second Division has been placed 
in camp near the Deserted House. The First Division is camped near 
the Jones and Chieves houses. Both divisions have large details still 
at work cutting timber in front of the rear line. The pi(*ket-line in 
front of the advanced works on the plank road was advanced last night 
to the position heretofore held by the enemy. About 80 prisoners were 
captured. 

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 10, 1864 — 5,15 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock: 

Major-General Meade has returned and resumed command of this 
army. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Ansistmt Adjutant- General, 

(Same to Generals Warren, Willcox, and Birney.) 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

tieptember 10 j 1864. 

General Hancock: 

Wliat is the result of yonr operations of this morning ? 

G. K. WAEEE]N, 

Major^Oeneral. 


September 10, 18C4. 

General Warren, 

Fifth Corps: 

We captured about 00 prisoners and secured the crest about the 
Chimneys. The enemy made one or two attacks to regain the position, 
and succeeded in cax)tiiriiig about 30 men from one Sank of the new 
line, but they met witli no great success. I am about going up to 
examine the line and will telegraph you again. The general is asleei). 

0. U. MOliCVANT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 10^ 1864 — 9.45 p. m. 

General O. B. Willcox, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General: In case of trouble on your extreme right (my extreme 
loft) 1 request that you will direct one regiment to take the place 
between the new fort on your right and tlie old rifle-pit which your 
men built a few days since, t suppose that such are the orders. I 
think we will have a feverish, noisy night. 

^ WmFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brig-ade, Second Army Corps, 

September 10, 1864 — 8 a. m. 

Capt. John K. Craio, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Artillery, Army of the Potomac: 
Captain: I have the honor to report the following operations of this 
command dining the past twenty-four hours: About 3 p. m. yesterday 
the enemy opened tire upon a party of our troops on the plank road, 
and again still later u])on our works, firing in all some twenty shots. 
This was promptly rejdied to by Ricketts’ battery (F), First Pennsyl- 
vania Artillery, and Clark’s (B), First New Jersey Artillery, and soon 
silenced. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain, Commanding. 

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Corps.) 
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Hdqks. Artillery BiiiaADE, Second Army Corps, 

Septemher 10^ 1864. 

Capt. W, P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adj^danf -General^ Second Army Corps: 

Captain: In obedience to instmetions previously received, all the 
batteries of this cor])s bearing upon the enemy, and also the line of 
batteries from Fort Hell to the Norfolk railroad, under the command ot' 
Captain Harn, were got under arms at 1 o’clo(*k this morning to sup- 
port a movement of General Mott’s division against the enemy’s picket- 
line. The movement was I believe successfully made. The enemy 
lired but few musket shots on the advance of our line, but soon after 
opened with artillery from their main work in front of Fort Hell, direct- 
ing their lire principally down the plank road. Only an occasional 
shot from a rifle battery to the right of Fort Hell was sent in reply to 
this, but later ui)on the enemy’s feeling our line with infantry the other 
batteriespn the line were o])ened, and/ip to this time skirmishing has 
been kept up and frequent exchanges by'^the artillery. No casualties 
to this <*on)mand. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 10^ 1861 — SAG a. m. 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First division, Second Corps: 

General: The major-general commanding the corps directs me to 
say that you will please have your division under arms at daybreak. 
The troops will rcmiain under arms until half an hour after daylight. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ’ 

W. G. MITCHELL, 

Major and Aide-dc-Camp. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 10, 1861. 

Capt. W . P. Wilson, 

Acfhig Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Army Corps: 
Captain: I have the honor to report that Lieutenant-Colonel McGee, 
Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, has this day reported for duty with 
his regiment. He is senior in rank to Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, 
Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, wlio is now commanding the 
Consolidated Brigade of this division under paragraph 4 of Special 
Orders, No. 218, current series, from headc^uarters Second Cor])s. As 
both these oflicers are well known to the major-general commanding, 
any recommendation from the division commander is unnecessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NELSON A. MILES, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division, 
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Headc^uarters Third Diyision, Second Corps, 

September 10^ ls6i — ^ m, 

Capt. W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral, Second Corps: 

Captain: The line on the erest is being secured, and I do not 
expect any trouble. About GO i)risoners are reported; more are taken. 
It was gallantly done by the Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Yolunteers, 
under Colonel Biles, the Twentieth Indiana and Second U. S. Sharp- 
shooters, under Lieutenant-Colonel Meikel, the whole under the super- 
vision of Brigadier-General l)e Trobriand. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Briga d'i er- General. 

P. S. — The enemy says it was a mean i'ankee trick. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 10, 1861 — 2.15 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Pierce, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

General: Tlie brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform 
you that the operations have been entirely successful, and that we have 
carried the line of pits. He desires that your pickets be watchful and 
on the alert to repel any attemi)t the enemy may make to recapture 
their line. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD, 

Acthig Assistant Adjxit ant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 10, 1861 — 2,15 a, m. 

Col. Kobert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel: The brigadier- general commanding directs me to inform 
you that the o])erations have been entirely successful, and he desires 
that your i)i<'kets bo on the alert to repel any attempt the enemy may 
make to recai)ture the pits. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 10, 1861 — 3,15 a, m. 

Col. IL McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you be 
ready with your pickets and reserve to support Lieutenant Colonel 
Meikel il‘ In^'is attacked, and also instruct your men to be very watch- 
ful and vigilant, pai'ticularly about daylight. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. LOCKWOOD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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flEADQTTARTERS TniRD DIVISION, SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

JSepfe^nber 10^ 1861. 

Col. Kobert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel : The brigadier- general commanding directs that you relieve 
all the troops on picket oi* the First Brigade whi(*h are posted to the 
left of the Jerusalem plank road; that the Second Eegiment U. S. 
Sharpshooters when relieved from the trout by you will be stationed 
in the fort located on the said plank road as an addition to the regular 
reserve for the pickets. You will be particular that the connections 
are made both on the right and left, that the works are strengthened, 
and that every effort that can will be made to hold the picket-line 
against any attack of the enemy. The greatest possible vigilance will 
be exercised both by the pickets and reserves; they will be constancly 
on the alert, as the position gained last night is most important, and it 
is expected the enemy will make great effort to regain it. A detail of 
100 men from the Second Brigade will relieve the left of your picket- 
line, under the direction of the division ohicer of the day. ' 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. T. LOMBAED, 

Gapt.^ Judge- Advocate and Acting Aanintant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Headquarters Fifth Army C0RPS5 

September 10, 186 1. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred in front of 
my line yesterday or last night. Two hundred men were at work yes- 
terday on the defenses and 400 men assisting the engineers in building 
the new wagon road. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General, Comma nd ing. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

tSeptember 10^ 1864, 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: I think the double track <*orduroy road unnecessary just 
now, except-acrosKS the l)ad places where a second track should be pla(*ed 
alongside of the single one. We have a good many other roads and 
the railroad. It is very important to us now to give as mmdi of our 
attention as possible to drilling the recruits and restoring the discipline 
and niorale of the troops. 1 have worked my command very steadily, 
half their strength nearly each dayyand it makes us neglect purely 
military matters of greatest importance. I have furnished details mu(*h 
gi‘eater than have been called for to get necessary woi'k done, as the 
locations of these roads and changes of fortifications keep the camps 
disturbed and prevent drilling. Eveiy time we change camp here we 
have to build new roads, open ditches, dig wells, &c., whi(‘h of itself 
occasions much labor, and I am anxious to have the arrangements be- 
come a little settled, and so have volunteered help everywhere I could. 
I think, though, that double-track corduroy is not now called for. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAREBIN, 

Maior-General. 
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IIeadquaeters Fifth Army Corps, 

Se2)tember 10^ lS6i — 9 p, m. 

General IIancock: 

If you liave not good sharpshooters Orcneral Griffin says he can send 
you ten that will keep every man’s liead down in the enemy’s line in 
your front in the daytime. If you would like to have them please let 
me know. 

Yours, respectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEIN, 

MajoT’OeiieraL 


IIeabquarters Second Army Corps, 

Heptmher 10^ 1864, 

Major-General Warren: 

My Dear General: I am much obliged to you. I have a regiment 
of Berdan Shari)sho<)ters, and therefore do not think yours will be 
necessary. ISTo man has shown his head with safety on either side to- 
day, We captured 90 ])rivSOuers last night. I expe(*t there will be a 
row to-night again. Do not think I had 10 men killed and wounded 
last night, and think that my casualties may amount to 25 when I get 
off some which are wounded. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

WIKFD S. UANCOCK, 

Major- Qenm'al, 


nEAl)(2(TilRTERS BbCOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 

Hepiember 10, 1864, 

Maj. Getv A. A. HaMPHREYS, 

Ohle! of Army of the Potomac: 

General: I have the honor to re])ort all quiet on the (cavalry lines. 
The line of the Second Division in front of the Gurley house and to the 
right toward the Weldon railroad has been advanced about half a mile. 
General Kautz has sent a force along Powell’s Creek to ascertain the 
character of the crossings below Cocke’s Mill, and to capture some 
small parties that have been seen on his left between the mill and James 
Eiver. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteern, Commanding Cavalry, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

September 10^ 1864, 

Secretary of War, 

Washington: 

There is a negro regiment just raised in Philadelphia now ready for 
service. It is respectfully asked that it be sent to this department. 
I have a fancy that colored troops thrive as well under me as anybody. 

hmj, F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Signal Detachment, Tenth Corps, 

Septemher 10^ 1864. 

Captain Graves, 

Assistant Acljidant- General^ Hdqrs. Tenth Army Corps: 
Captain: The signal officer at the Avery house station of observa- 
tion re})orts small working parties of the enemy at work in three phuTs 
in front of the Crater. NTothing visible but the dirt which is thrown up 
by them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL BllODTE, 

First Lieut., 8lkpial Cotps, If. S. Army, in charyelOth Corjjs Detach. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department oe Va. and C,, 

No. 249. i In the Field, September 10, 18Gi. 

4 # # -X X- -x ^ 

7. So much of Special Orders, No. 123, paragraph 4, issued from head- 
quarters Eighteenth Army Oor])s, as relates to the command of Col. 11. 
L. Abbot, commanding siege artillery, is liereby revoked, and Colonel 
Abbot will, as heretofore, report only to these headquarters. 

# Xi # * * If If 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

It. S. DAVIS, 
A^sslstant AdJutanI General. 


Headquarters Siege Train, 
Broadway Landing, Va., /September 10, 1864. 

Capt. T. Edson, 

Ordnance Officer, Fort Monroe: 

Captain: I inclose a requisition for 100 fuses for my 13-inch mortar. 
The last lot were very defective. It is reported to me that fifty were 
destroyed before one fit to use was tbund. Some were filled with saw- 
dust; others very badly worm eaten. As we fire over our own men 
for about a. mile, it is essential that we have good fuses, and I hope the 
new lot will be carefully selected. Please forward them by tlie mail 
boat at the earliest opportunity, as they are waited for. 

Your obedient servant, 

IIENPY L. ABBOT, 

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding. 


Dutch Gap, Va., Hepiemher to, 1861. 

Col. Henry L. Arbot, 

Commanding JSiege Artillery: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired but 
fifteen or twenty shots to-day and those in the forenoon; not a shot 
has been fired since dinner. A deserter from their battery reported 
that there were 15 killed and wounded by our light ])iccevS to-day, and 
<^‘he’Jl be damned if he’ll stay there any longer.” Wish they’d all come 
to the same wise conclusion. Please have no more 8-in(*h shell s<Mit at 
present, but send plenty of case-shot for the light 12-pounder gnn. 
There is no liring nights. Men are healthy. 

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant, 

ir. n. PIEECE, 

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery. 
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Heabquaetees Tenth Army Corps, 

Septemher :10, 1864, 

General Williams: 

Nothing' of any importance on my line. The enemy opened a vigor- 
ous artillery hre yesterday at 12 m. This was responded to, and a 
sliar]> ])icket lire was kept up all night. The Cochorus interrupted the 
work on their approaches, but they seem to have worked during the 
night. 

U. B. BIENJ5Y, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs. Lioiit Artillery Brigade, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fu., tieptemher 10^ ISOl, 
Oapt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Artillery Brigade during tlie last twenty-four hom\s: 
Ninety rounds were fired by our batteries at the enemy, he having 
opened inwly all his guns along our front at 1.40 i). m. yesterday. One 
casualty: Private Ayers, of Company C, First U. >8. Artillery, attached 
to Light Battery 1), First U. S. Artillery, severely wounded in the thigh. 
Very rcsi)ectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

ll, II. JACKSON, 

Lieut, GoLj Asst, Inspector-General and Chief of jirtUlery, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petm'sburg^ Fcr., September 10^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding FiPst PI vision: 

General; It is time now to attend to the filling up of your division. 
Many men will go out of vseryice during the month. Men can be had 
for the asking and ])roper attention, liegimental, brigade, and division 
commanders are really responsible for the number of men in their com- 
mands. Application lor detail of ofiieers of mark to go home and fill up 
regiments will be approved. It behooves every officer in these the last 
days of this wicked rebellion to be on the alert and by proper attention 
keej) up his command. Every attention should be paid to getting back 
of detached men, convalescents, and keeping up of the corps to a proper 
number. It will hereafter, when this wicked war is over, be a proud 
re(‘ord for an officer or soldier to have endured on and not given ux^ or 
yielded for a moment his earnest desire to continue in the army to the 
death. 

KespectfuUy, 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 

(Same to Brigadier-General Foster and Colonel Ilowell.) 
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Sdqrs. Thirty-ninth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, 

Before Fetershurg^ Fa., Se^ytember 10^ 1864. 

Oapt. Charles I^Toble, Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp : 

Sir: In answer to your communication of tlio 0th instant, just 
received, I have the honor to furnish you tlic followini^ information: 
The name of the soldier who captured a rebel color in our last move 
north of the James Eiver is Henry M. Hardenber^h, private in Com- 
pany G-, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers. He was shot throu^»h the 
head by a rebel sharpshooter on the 28th ultimo while on duty in the 
trenches, killing him almost instantly. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS T. WHIPPLE, 
Captai}i^ Gommandmg Begimoit. 


Hdqrs, First Bma., First Dtv., Ten'to Army Corps, 

Before Fetersburg^ Fa., September 10, 1864. 

Capt. Adrian Terry, 

Assifitant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report the following summary of events 
transpiring during the past tw enty- four hours : Yesterday the enemy 
shelled our camps, batteries, and tremdies pretty vigorously ibr some 
time. In obedience to instructions from corps hemUpiarters, the troopvS 
of this command wore turned out to cheer at 7 p. in. yesterday. tTjion 
receipt of General Hancock’s disiiateh the men occui>ying the trenches 
were turned out and kept under arms. All the reserves were placed 
under anus at 3 o’clock this morning. A continual fire of musketry 
has been kept up all night with some artillery. Private Charles 
Eoot, Oomxiany H, Tliiriy-ninth Illinois Volunteers, dio<l from eftei^ts 
of a wound made by a shell from one of our guns. No other casualties 
occurred. The enemy still continues to work^ at his defenses and 
trenches. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

li. O. PHILLIPS, 

Captain, Bighty-ffth Fcmisylvania Vols., Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Bear Fetersburg, Va., JSepteynber 10, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there have been no changes 
in the disiiosition of the troops on my line during the puwSt twenty-ibur 
hours. The usual details for policing have been on duty. On the 
fronts of the First and Third Brigades fatigue i)arties have been 
engaged in strengthening and improving the ])arapet and traverses. 
A fatigue party of 400 men is at work on the redoubt in progress on 
the riglit of my line. 

JBespectfuUy, yours, 

E. S, FOSTER, 
Brigadier '•General^ Commanding* 
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IlE AD QUARTERS ElOnTEENTU OORPS, 

September lOj 1801 — 1 p. m, 

Major-General Butter: 

The enemy opened on the Growls Nest Battery with a small rifled 
piece from the plain in rear of their riortar battery opposite Dutch Gap. 
The Crow’s Nest gun opened and the Hewlett battery replied, when all 
our guns opened on it. 

JOHN GIBBON, 


Major- General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 10 j 1861 — 6*. JO p. m. 

Major Wetiierill, 

Commanding Brigade: 

Major: Two rebel deserters who have come into our lines this even- 
ing report that a party of twelve Avill probably enter our lines to-night. 
The general desires you to notify the pickets at Cocke's Mill to be on 
the alert, as they may enter at that point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. J. AS(JH, 

Captain and uleling Assistanf Adjutant -General. 


CiT>; UoiNT, Va., September Ji, 1804 — noon. 

Hon. B. M. Stanton, 

Seeretarg of Wa)\ Washington: 

J hope it is not the intention to posti)one the draft to allow time to 
till up with reci'uiting. The men we have been getting in this way 
nearly all desert, and out of live reported North as having enlisted we 
don’t get more than one elective soldier. 

U. S. GBANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Washington, September 1801 — 7.55 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Jt is not designed by this department to delay the draft a single day 
after the cro<lits arc made up and ([uota ascertained. The Provost- 
Marshal-General has been dirc^cted to lose no time in that work. It is 
rein’csented that the first recruits Avere a hard lot, but that re(*eiitly the 
volunteers are equal to any that ha\"e taken the Held during the war. 
The local authorities have been slack in ])aying their bounties, and tliis 
has occasioned some delay. 1 would bo glad if you would send me a 
telegram for i)ublicatiou, urging the necessity of immediately tilling up 
the anny by draft. The most difficulty ivS likely to be in Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Illinois, from the desire of candidates to retain their men until 
after the election. We have not got a single regiment from Indiana. 
Morton came hero specially to have the draft i)osti)onod, but wavS per- 
emptorily refused. But the i)ersonal interest to retain men until after 
the eleetioxx requires every effort to procure troops in that State, even 
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by draft. Illinois is much the same way. Not a regiment or even (*oin 
pany there has been organized. A specdal call from you would aid the 
department in overcoming the local inertia and personal interests that 
favor delay. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 11^ 1801 — 111,30 p, m. 

Lieutenant- G-eneral Grant ; 

I have nothing of im])ortancc to report this morning. General lUrney 
telegraphs tliat a deserter reports the enemy mining on his left (our 
right), and that troops are being moved in rear of the Grater. General 
Hancock reports that through a misconception of his oiders by the 
commanding ofticer of the pickets the enemy was enabled last night to 
recapture a small x)ortion of the line taken from him the night previous. 
Generals Parke and Warren report all quiet on their lines. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General^ Command i n<f. 


Major-General Meade: 


OiTY Point, September 11^ 1804. 

(lleceived 1 p. in.) 


The general commanding wishes to know whether you have reciMved 
a report of the number of prisoners taken by General Hancock yester- 
day morning. 

HOEAGE POETEE, 
catena at- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 11^ 1801 — 1.05 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. Horace Porter, Alde-dc-Camp : 

The provost-niarshal-general reports receiving 85 prisoners of war 
from Second Corps. These were taken on the night of the bth and 
morning of the 10th, when General Hancock advanced his picket-line. 
I find in my dispatch of this a. m. [12.30 x). in.J, to the lieutenant-general 
commanding, I inadvertently committed an error. It was on the morn- 
ing of the 10th, and not last night, that the enemy retook a portion of 
the captured line, the operation being etiected soon after Hancock’s 
advance — indeed, being almost a part of it. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General^ Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., September il, 1861. 

Major-General Meade: 

Has General Biruey taken any steps to countermine against the 
enemy or to construct works in rear of where their mine is likely to 
terminate 1? 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Pci'omac, 

iSeiytemher lly ISbl — 10 m, 

Major-Geucral Birney: 

The above refers to your dispatch this raoruiug, giving the infor- 
mation from a deserter. Please send me tlie means of answering G eneral 
Grant. I supposed the reiJort was so vague that nothing could be done. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

3£ajor- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

jSej)temhcr lly ISO! — 10,30 p. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I vsend you a dispatch’^ from Birney, received on referring yours of 
10 p. ni. to him. \Ve occupy now a second line the whole length of 
our line, so that no mine exploded can be of much consequence. Th(u*e 
have been so many reports of mining by the enemy since our mine oL* 
July 30 that 1 have ceased to pay much attention to them unless they 
are accompanied by some very specific details. I will see that all the 
usual precautions are taken at the i>oint on Birney’s front last indicated. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

}:^e})temher tl, 1S()4, 

Major-General H umphreys. 

Chief of JStaff: 

General: Two d(\sei*ters from the Tenth Virginia Cavalry (Cham- 
bliss’ old brigade), now (\)1. J. Lucius Davis commanding, came into 
our lines last evening. They left their post yesterday about ii 
a. m. Their regiment (Tenth Viiginia thivalry) is picketing from 
Beams’ Station to Mrs. Temide’s house, on the Baxter road, running 
from Stony Creek to Lima’s Mill, and about eiglit miles frojii Stony Greek 
Station. The remainder ol* the brigade (the Nintli and Thirteenth 
Virginia liegiments) are cam])ed on Cat-tail Jtun or Creek, some five or 
six miles west of Kearns’ Station. They moved theie about a w<^ek ago 
from Tabernacle^ tduireh. Mrs. Temple’s house is the extreme right of 
the cavalry picket-liiK^ and the Tenth Kegiment is the only cavalry on 
the east side of the Weldon railroad. At Beams’ Station there are 
three companies of infantry, with a captain in command of the i)ost. 
No otlier force at Beams’ Station excepting the reserve of one cavalry 
l)i('ket-post. Bosser’s brigade^ of cavalry is picketing from Beams’ 
Station westward, and Hampton’s old division completes the line con- 
necting with the right of the enemy’s infantry. All forage for the cav- 
alry in this vicinity comes from Weldon, N. C., and is brought from 
Stony Creek Depot by wagons. A largo portion of Lee’s supplies come 
up the same way. Informant thinks it would cake but a small raiding 
party to capture these trains. Enemy scouting considerably in vicinity 

" See p. 791 . 
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of Lee’s Mill aud Black Hole Swaiiip. A regularly organized baud of 
scouts, under a Lieutenant Eecd, rendezvous in Black Hole Swamx), 
FitzhugU Lee’s division (Wickliani’s and Loiiiax’s brigades) still in the 
"V alley. 

Very res])ectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. O. BABCOCK. 

Walthall Station, September ii, 18()J — 12 m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

Intercepted the following: 

Colonel B[ueni] : 

One regiment of infantry X)a8bcd oi>on space, going to our loft of Col)b’s. 

R.1 

Sergeant. 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMAK, 

Sergeant, 


Walthall Staiton, September If 1S61 — 12.L’) p, m. 
Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The following Avas intercepled: 


Colonel B[rent] : 

The infantry of last inessag(* })as8(Ml Cobb’s. 
(Same to A. B.) 


R., 

Sergca7if. 

H. W. FTOLMAK, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Station, September 11^ LS(>4 — 1.40 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Offi<cer: 

The following was intercepted: 

12.45 p. m. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

Two comi)anios of infantry; lirst lialtod behind the <‘avalry in open «pae(‘. They 
come from Cliester field. Three wagons have also halted at same place. 

• Sergeant^ at C. 

11. W. HOLMAK, 

Sergeant. 


Walthai.l Station, September if 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All (piiet this p. in. The follotying A^as just intercepted: 


Colonel B[kent] : 

All quiet this p. m. No boats in sight on the river. 

R., 

Sergeant. 

(Same to A. B.) 
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September 11, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 


Maj. B. F, Fisher, 

Chi(f ISifjnal Officer: 

Very (piiet in enemy’s lines to-day. Small fatigue parties in a. in. on 
works reported last niglit. 


A. O. JOEDAK 


Headcjuartees Second Army Corps, 

iSeffiemher 11^ 186 i. 

General S. Williams, 

AHHistant Adjutant- General : 

There lias been no change in my lines since last rexiort. General 
Mott made a better arrangement of his new picket-line on tlie right of 
the plank road during the night. Firing between sharpshooters goes 
on constantly at this point. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- GeneraL 


HEADCiUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

tScffiemher 11^ 1864, 

Maior-General Humphreys, 

Chief of hltaffi: 

General: I wish to invite your atteiilion to the following points in 
connection with my line: 

1. 1 should lik<^ to know where the revsponsibility of the chief of 
artillery (‘iids and mine begins Avith reference to llie artillery on differ- 
‘ent points of (he line of works. The question arjs(‘s in several ways. 
For instance, it seems to me that in all the inclos(‘(l works there should 
be a <piantity of res<n‘ve ammunition for the artillery, es[)ecially canister 
for the light 12s, where these pieces form ])art of the armament. I am 
not anxious to have any control, but if 3 have J should like to know 
just what it is. 1 think it is important to know. 

2. J would suggCvSt that a return be made from the left of the 
advanced work on the left of the ]>lank road, so as to give the large 
square redoubt, known as Fort (Jrawfoid, a lire directly in front of the 
return. The ])res(‘nt ri6e-])it on the left of the fort to be leveled. A 
strong i)alisading, running from this retuin to the second lin<*, would 
prevent the enemy from making a sudden dash on this flank and rolling 
up the line. 

3. Now that the pic'ket-line on the ])lank road is advanc(‘d there 
is an opi)ort unity of putting a strong work on the crest, its natural 
position, either by running out a saj) from the work now nearly com- 
ideted or by putting up a sand-bag pit. 

4. The ])alisading in front of the second line ought to be extended in 
front of l^^rt Hell and the work on the left oi‘ the ])lank road. 

5. 1 would suggCvSt that all the works for batbwies on (,he ri^ar line 
be constnu'ted en barlxdte, th(‘ embrasures where' already made to bi'. 
desti'oyed. 

6. The line from the Williams Inuise to the i)lank road J think should 
be shortened. It seems to me that the present line will require nearly 
2,060 men more than is necessary. 
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7. I would suggest that the batteries and redoubts be numbered or 
marked, and that the designation of each work be located in some con- 
spicuous place in the work. 

8. I would suggest that the garrisons of all the inclosed works be 
authoritatively fixed. These works, properly commanded and garri- 
soned, ought to hold the lines even should it be necessary to remove 
the troops from the rifle-pits connecting these works. I think a palisade 
ought also to be placed across the gorge at Fort Alexander Hays at 
the Strong house. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINP’D S. HAIJ^^OOOK, 

Major- Gfenoraj\ Commanding, 


Headquarters Artillery Brigade, Second Corps, 

Be])temher 11^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Artillery Headquarters^ Army of the Potomac : 

General ; I have the honor to report no change observed or reported 
in the enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours, ricket-flriiig 
is kept up constantly. A few shots were fired yesterday by the enemy’s 
artillery and replied to promptly by the batteries bearing on the point. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 
Cajgtain^ Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September ii, 1864. 

Commanding Officer First Brigade: 

The brigadier-general commanding directs that you detail a sufficient 
number of regiments to furnish a Ibrce of about 800 eflective men to go 
out at dark as a support to the line. They will be in readiness at dadi, 
when a stafl:' officer from these headquarters will show them the position 
to be occupied. They are to bivouac during the night and return at 
sunrise, unless otherwise ordered. It will not be necessary that they 
should take tents or that any unarmed men should be sent. The senior 
officer will take command. 

I am, very respectfully, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

September II, 186 i. 

Col. Egbert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel: I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
say that you hold the Ibrts on your line (in case of an attack) to the last 
extremity, no matter what becomes of the line between them. 

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMBS H. LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutemt- General. 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 11, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I liave tlie iionor to report tliat all was quiet in my front during yes- 
terday and last night, nothing of importance transpiring. A deserter 
from Thirty-third Korth Carolina came in last night and is now on hi^ 
way to army headquarters. One thousand men were at work on the 
defenses at this point and 400 men assisting in building the new wagon 
road. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 11, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The plan proposed by you, under date of the 8th instant, for the re- 
organization of the Fifth Corps into three divisions, to be commanded 
respectively by Generals Griffin, Ayres, and Crawford, has been laid 
before the commanding general and is approved by him. Your plan 
embraces all that he desired with respect to the old First Corps, which 
was to include in one division the troops that composed that corps at 
the time of the consolidation of the corps in March last. The Penn- 
sylvania Eeserve regiments were at that time with the Fifth Corps, and 
the commanding general has no objection to the two regiments organized 
from the reserve regiments being retained in the Fifth Corps as proposed 
by you. You are desired to report the changes in the staff departments 
arising fi'om the reorganization of your corps. When a sufficient num- 
ber of recruits shall have been received to justify it the division to be 
made of the troops of the old First Corps can be organized into two 
divisions, and so with the divisions to be made up of the troops of the 
old Fifth Corps. The commanding general desires that you will carry 
the new arrangements into effect with as little delay as practicable. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjntanl- General. 


Headquarters ITinth Army Corps, 

September 11, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired during 
the past twenty- four hours. 

JKO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters ISTinth Army Corps, 

September 11, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

A deserter from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina, Scales^ brigade, 
has just come in. Does not know anything of Early, nor of any move- 
ment of troops. Heard a rumor of General Grant’s order. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Maior- General. 
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Headquarters N'inth Army Corps, 

Heptemher 11^ ISOi. 

General S. Williams, 

A8sisiant Ad jui ant- General : 

I liave tlie lioiior to report all quiet on my front dnring* tlie last 
twenty-four liours. Scouts report no change on the enemy’s front. 

JNO. G. PAKKE, 

Major- Gen era I, Comm andimj. 


Headquarters Seciond Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Septemher ii, ISai — 7 p. m, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of 8taf\ Army of the J*otomac : 

General: I have the honor to report that no movement ot the 
enemy has been observed on the line picketed by the cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GREGG, 

Brigadier-General of Vohmtecrs^ Commanding Second Divmon. 


War Depar'I'MEN^', September II, IS64. 

Major-General Butler, 

Bermuda Hundred: 

The Philadelphia colored regiment will be ordered to your command. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Hearetary of War. 


^ Dutch Gap, Va., September 11, 1S64. 

Col. H. L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege ArtiUery: 

Colonel: 1 liave the honor to report that the enemy were perfectly 
quiet last night and until about 5 o’clock to-day, wlien they ventured 
to Are six shell, all of which burst among their own phdcets. At the 
first shot we opened with one 8-inch mortar and the light l!2-pounder 
gun, causing them to cease firing inside of forty minutes. Men are 
healthy; everything seems satisfactory. Am anxious to have more 
spherical case sent for the 12-pomider gun. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIERCE, 

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery. 


Broadway Landino, Va., September 11, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel White, 

First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Heamj 

Artillery with Tenth Corps, Headquarters Tenth Corps: 
Company E and three 30-pounder Parrotts will start by 2 p. in. They 
cannot go into position before dark. Please see that Company E starts 
for Bermuda Hundred as soon as the regimental order specifies. 
Please telegraph me when they start. 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 
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Broadway Landino, Va., September 11, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel White, 

First Comieeticut Artillery , Mecul quarters Tenth Corps: 
Company L will arrive at Captain Burton’s battery about 2 p. ni. to- 
morrow to relieve Company G. Please meet them and see that the 
officers thoroughly learn ranges, &c. Company G will use the same 
wagons to bring them to Captain Pride’s old station. See regimental 
order bv bearer to-movrow moi-ning. 

HENEY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Conneeticitt Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

September 11^ 1864 — S.45 p. m. 

Col. H. L. Abbot : 

Three 3()-])ounders, with the ammunition, are all at the battery, and 
teams and wagons returned all safe. Your telegram regarding Com- 
pany L is received. 

N^ELSOK L. WHITE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Connecticut Artillery. 


Broadway Landino, Va., September 11., 1864. 

Captain Miohie, 

Chief Fnyineer^ Headquarters General Butler: 

It is re])ortcd to me that a heavy rifled shell from Hewlett house 
battery penetrated the cover of the magazine at Crow’s Iij^^est to Avithin 
a foot of the chamber, wffiere it burst. 1 have never thought this 
magazine secure, and would request thaf at least three feet be added 
to the exposed end. 

HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Co7inecticut Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September If 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genera I : 

The enemy kept up an almost incessant musketry and artillery fire 
yesterday and last night. It has now subsided. A deserter reports 
the rebels mining opposite our right, and that a large body of troops 
are massed near the Crater. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 11^ 1864. 

General Meade, 

Commandinq : 

I have done nothing to-day in the matter.* Deserters from time to 
time have reported the enemy as mining, and I have been prepared. 

* In answer to Meade of 10 p. m., p. 785. 
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I think that they would aim at the old line, which 1 hold now by a 
picket. I will examine the point to-niorrow with the engineer olhcer 
and sink a listening gallery. 

]). Ji. BIKISTEY, 

Major- OenemL 


HdQRS. LlCrllT AiriTLLERY lllMG., TeNTII ARMY GoRPS, 

Before Peterahvrg, 17/., Nei)temher Jf 186d, 

Oapt. Charles H. Gravj^is, 

A.9sfstant A(ljuiant-Ocuer<(lj Tenih Army Corpn: 

Captain: There is nothing of importance to b(^ reported daring the 
last twenty-four hours. Ninety-two rounds w<u'e iired in reply to the 
enemy’s fire and at his working parties. Two guns oL* Captain Clinton’s 
battery were withdrawn from ])Osition at the Ibirt*-. house to allow the 
engineers to change the liin^ at that point. 

Very respectfully, your ohe<lient servant, 

* ‘ ll. H. JACKSON, 

Lmit. GoL, Asslstfmt InHiyeefor-Oensral and GInef of Artillery, 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Dtv., Tenth Ariuv Corps, 

Before Pefen<l)urf/^ 17/., JSlepiemher 77, JS6'4. 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Amatant Adjutant- General : 

Captain: 1 have the honoi* to report everything (juiet this morning. 
A continual tire of musketry was ke])t u]) by the <memy during the 
night. His artillery opened ui)on and sh<*llt‘d us briskly for two hours 
yesterday. The ofiicer of trencln‘S r<‘.i)orts: ‘‘^Thiu'e. was nothing 
unusual o/icurred on the res/^’ve or ])icket line of this brigade during 
the night.” The officer commanding the tren(*lnss rexiorts that the 
enemy were making more noises last night than usual in their front, 
but mostly in the vicinity of Petersburg, and removing artillery or 
artillery wagons. Also that there were ('ommands given in front of 
our right such as ‘Mteep closed up there.” The reserve\)<!cupy the old 
position. No offensive operations liavci been made ii*om our lines. The 
enemy still continue to work upon their lines and the. trenches report 
to be saps, which seem to jirogress slowly. No casualties have occurred. 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. VOBIS, 

Colonel SiiVty-seventh Ohio Volnnteers^ Gomdy, Firat Brigade, 


Headquarters Seoond Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Kear Peternburej, 17/.., ideptemher 77, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, . 

Assistant AdjxiiaM- General,, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there have been no changes 
in the disposition of thetpoopsof mycommvind during tlie past twenty- 
four hours. The line of abatis in front of First Brigade has been fully 
completed. Working parties are engaged on the new imdosed work in 
progress on my right. A second line of works has been commenced 
on the line of the Second and Third Brigades. 

I am, resi)ectfully, » 

R. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier- Oexieral^ Commanding, 
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HDQiis. Third Brio., Second Dtv., Tenth Army Corps, 

Xear Fetershiirg^ Ya.^ Sej^temher 11^ 1804. 

Oapt. 1\ A. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second JDlv.^ Tenth Army Corps : 
Captain : I have the honor to report that the work on the trenches, 
at present occnx)ied by my brigade, was yesterday morning stopped by 
direction of the brigadier-general commanding. At night a large 
working iiarty was detailed to commence the construction of an 
infantry parapet on the site of a line of rifle-x^its in the rear once 
occnx>ied by the U. S. forces and atterward abandoned. 

Very resxDectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

F. A. OSBORUT, 

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massaclmsetfs Yols.., Comdg, Brigade. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 11, 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Cax)t. n. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : Tlie reports from the x>icket-line show all quiet. An officer 
visiting the x^icket-line yesterday was fired ui)on from beyond the line 
by a small x^arty that retreated immediately. The party 1 sent to recon- 
noiter Powell’s Creek report that they saw no enemy and found no 
practicable crossing of the creek between the left of tiie line and the 
river. 

Yery respectfully, &c., 

^ AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


General Orders, \ Hdqrs. District op North Carolina, 

No. G4. ^ j ITew Berne, N. 0., September 11, 1864. 

During the temporary absence of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, U. S. Yolun- 
teers, the undersigned hereby assumes command of this district. All 
existing orders and regulations will remain in force until otherwise 
ordered. 

EDWARD HARLAND, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District op North Carolina, 

No. 137. ) New Berne, N. C., September 11, 1864. 

T. Col. Charles L. Upham, Fifteenth Connecticut Yoluiiteers, is 
hereby assigned to the temxiorary command of the Sub-District of 
New Berne. 

II. The Twenty-third and Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Yolunteers, 
having reimrted for duty to relieve the Ninth Yerinont Yolunteers,. 
they are hereby assigned to the Sub-District of New Berne, and it is 
ordered that these regiments, under direction of the senior officer 
present, I'elievethe Ninth Yermont Yolunteers of all guard and i>icket 
duty on the south side of the Trent River. i 
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III. The coinpanies of the Ninth Yermont Volunteers on the Trejit 
road at Eed House, on being* relieved, will join their regiment without 
delay. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Volunteers will 
send the garrison of Fort Kowan, on being* reliev^ed, to relieve the com- 
panies of the Ninth Vermont V^oluuteers on the Trent road. 

IV. The Twenty-third New York Independent Battery will relieve 
the garrison of Fort Kowan, a sufficient number of men under one 
commanding ohicer remaining permanently in the battery camp as 
guard for the park, stables, and camp. 

V. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Artillery will 
detail from the garrison of Fort Totten, three commissioned officers and 
100 men to relieve the comi^anies of the Ninth Vermont Volunteers on 
picket at Eed House. 

VI. In view of the unprecedented amount of sickness in the Second 
Massachusetts Artillery it is ordered that for the present the command- 
ing officer of the First North Carolina Colored Heavy Artillery send 
each day at guard-mount a sufficient number of men trom his command 
to x>^‘^i‘fbrm all the day duty at Forts Totten, Dutton, and Slevenson. 
These details will take their break lasts in camp, carry their dinner 
with them, and on being relieved by the Second Massaihusetts Artil- 
lery, at retreat, return to camp for their suppers and the night. All 
drills of the Second Massachusetts Artillery will for the present be 
suspended. 

VI J. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Artillery will 
see that during the time the First North Carolina Colored Heavy 
Artillery are doing* day duty in the forts under his command every 
effort is made to instruct them in heavy artillery drill. 

Vlir. As soon as the Ninth Vermont Volunteers is ready to embark, 
as previously ordered, the commanding officer will inform these head- 
quarters direct. 

IX, All these movements must be executed witli the utmost rapidity. 

U« 4( u. 

W W ^ ^ w TT 

XI. The Ninth Vermont Volunteers, being under liiarching orders, 
Col. E. H. Eipley, of that regiment, is relieved from duty on tlie general 
court-martial convened in Special Orders, No, 131, paragraph V, current 
series, from these headquarters. 

# # * # -K. * 

By command of Brig. Gen. Edward Ilarland : 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjvtant’ General, 


Lieutenant-General Grant: 


War Department, 

September 1864 — IP m. 


The Santiago, one of our blockading squadron, captured a few days 
ago the blockade runner Advance, from Wilmington. Ou board of tiie^ 
Advance was found an Italian named Antouzini, wbo was brought into 
Hampton Eoads yesterday on the Santiago. He was found double- 
ironed, had been condemned to death by the rebel government for trea- 
son, and was being deported to Bermuda, his punishment having been 
commuted. This morning Mr. Fox brought me a letter from Antonzini, 
offering to give information tor the destruction of bridges on the Dan- 
ville road. I have requested Mr, Fox to have him sent direct to you 
from Fortress Monroe. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War, 
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City Boint, Va., Heptemler 12 ^ 1 S 64 — 3,80 p . m . 
Major-General Halleck, 

Washington : 

The branch of railroad running out to the Weldon road is now finished, 
and all supplies for the army are now moved in that Avay. Everything 
is now perfectly quiet except the usual picket- firing*. The enemy seems 
to be mining in front of the Tenth Gorins, but it causes no uneasiness. 
On Friday morning General Hancock moved a portion of his picket- 
line forward, and in doing so captured 85 of the enemy’s pickets. 

U. S. GEAlj^T, 

Lieutenant- General, 


[September 12, 1864. — For Grant to W. T. Sherman, relating to 
projAosed operations aboi>j Petersburg and Wilmington, see Yol. 
XXXIX, Part II, p. 364.J 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

No, 91. I City Pointy Fa., iSeptemher 12, 1864, 

I. The chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac and of the Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina will hereafter forward to these 
headquarters on the last day of each week a report of the engineering 
operations during the week in the I'espective armies. Maps and 
Ilians of all works constructed under their supervision will also be for- 
warded as soon as they can be j)repared. 

#*#**## 

III. Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Neill is hereby relieved from duty with 
the Eighteenth Army Corps, and will report in person to Maj. Gen. P. 
H. Sheridan, commanding Middle Military Division, for orders. 

# * * * # # # 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

HOEACE POETEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Gamp, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Beptemher 12, 1864 — 12 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Major-Generals Warren, Parke, and Hancock report all quiet on their 
lines during the past twenty -four hours. General Birney reports the 
enemy working steadily on a flying sap, either a covered way for their 
pickets or prob^fibly to gain the crest of a hill which our pickets occupy 
Avitli a view of dilving them away. General Bfirney] has begun this 
morning a countermine at the Hare house, Avhere the enemy are sup- 
posed to be mining. General Birney also reports the enemy throwing 
up a work on their second line just in rear of the old Crater, and that a 
new battery has been established at the foot of Cemetery Hill, from 
which they opened at 8 a. m. this morning. This last is for the purpose 
of firing at the trains on the railroad, which, owing to Mr. Wentz, 
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superintendent of construction, liaving* failed to communicate with the 
chief engineer at these headquarters, has been improperly located, and 
is exposed for some distance to the view of the enemy, wlio has estab- 
lished batteries from which he fires at all passing trains, No damage 
has yet been done, but much annoyance to passers-by and the camps 
in the vicinity, 

GEO. G, MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Ottt Point, Va,, ^epiemher 1804. 

General Meade: 

I will direct Major Wentz to commence relaying the railroad, so as 
to take it round out of sight of the enemy. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Po^roMAO, 

Provost-Mar shae-General’s Department, 

iSe])t ember 1804. 

Major-General H umphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: A deserter from the Thirty -fourth North Carolina Eegi- 
ment, Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, has just been forwarded from 
the headquarters of the Ninth Army Corps. He came into our lines 
about dark last evening. His brigade (Beales’) lies directly in front of 
the lead-works, and about 300 yards west of the Weldon railroad. 
Wilcox’s division is on extreme right of the line, and the Weldon rail- 
road runs through it, a little to the left of its center. Informant states 
that they are extending the line of works still farther to the right in a 
westeidy direction. He thinks it is about half a mile from the rail- 
road to the extreme right of the infantry line. They throw out a very 
heavy skirmish line every day in fr'ont of Wilcox’s division. Cut 
rations down last week one-fourth; issue regularly every other day. 
Informant has been in the regiment but a short time and has little 
information; knows nothing of the return of any of the force in the 
Valley. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Walthall Station, September 12^ 1864 — 9.80 a. m. 
Major Fisher: 

All quiet this a. m. A party of fourteen men is at work strengthen- 
ing Fort Clifton. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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Walthael Station, September 12^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

The following have been intercepted: 


Colonel B[rent] : 

A battery of artillery drilling in open space. 
(Same to A. B.) 


11.30 A. M. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 


2 P. M. 

Colonel B[iient]: 

At 1.20 p. m. the enemy commenced strengthening his works in open space; only 
one embrasure seen. 


^ (Same to A. B.X, 


J. A. S., 

At C. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

Septemher 12^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet this p. in. Party still at work on Fort Clifton. The follow- 
ing messages have been intercepted to-day: 


9.30 A. M. 

Colonel B[rentJ : 

One regiment of cavalry pasvsed open space to our right of Cobb’s, going toward 
Point of Rocks. One battery and two regiments of infantry drilling in open space 
to the lelt of Cobb’s. No boats visible in the river. 

R., 

^ Sergeant, at C, 

(Same to A. B.) 

11.15 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

Two boats in the river — one above pontoon and one olf Point of Rocks. Seven 
wagons crossed pontoon, going toward Prince George. 

R., 

Sergeant, at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


4.15 P. M. 

Colonel B[rentJ : 

Seventeen wagons passed open space, going toward enemy’s front in Chestertield. 

R., 

Sergeant, at G. 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.45 P. M. 

Colonel B[rrnt]: 

All quiet this j). m. Gun-boat above Point of Rocks. 

R., 

Sergeant, at G. 

(Same to A. B.) 


One message at 5 x)- Ri- I could not read on account of the wind 
shaking the glass. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant, 
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September 12, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 


Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Parties working on fortifications all clay. ITo movements noticed. 

A. 0. JOEDAN. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Septemier IS, ISt'd — ff.SO p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy are building a now line of works north-northwest from 
station running from edge of woods toward their front line. No move- 
ment observed. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

No. 247. \ September IS, IStil. 

#**•}!•*** 

6. Tlie extension of the City Point and Peterslmrg Eailroad having 
been completed, depots of supplies along the line of the road will be 
established as follows: One where the railroad crosscws the x^lank road, 
to be known as Hancock’s Station; one near the Aiken house, to be 
known as Parke’s Station, and one near the Weldon railroad, to bo 
known as Warren’s Station. The supi)lies for the Second OorpvS, and for 
the present for the Second Division, Cavalry Corps, will be diawn 
from Hancock’s Station ; the supplies for the Ninth Corps, from Parke’s 
Station, and the su[)plies for the Pifth Oorj^s from Warren’s Station. 
The wagons of the Second, Fifth, and Ninth Corps, usually appropriated 
to the transportation ot vsubsistence stores, as well as any other wagons 
not needed for the transportation of supplies from the depots to be 
established, will be parked at such point east of the plank road as may 
be selected by the chief qnarterinavster of this army. When wagons of 
the Second Cavalry Division are not required for the transi)ortation of 
supjdies they will be parked in the vicinity of Hancock’s Station. The 
foregoing arrangements will go into ehect on Wednesday, the 14th 
instant. 

* * ijts # # * 

8. Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham, commanding Engineer Brigade, will 
proceed to make an inspection of the depot under his charge, located 
near the Navy-Yard, Washington, 1). C., and having completed the 
same will return to City Point. 

* # # ^ * -It * 

10. The redoubts of the line of intrenchments will be named after the 
officers who have fallen during the xuesent campaign, and corps eom- 
mandei's are desired to send in, with as little delay as practicable, their 
recommendations for the names of the redoubts along their lines, 
according to the foregoing requirements. 

* * 'X' -x? ^ 

13. Ool. E. Schriver, inspector-general, assisted by the officers of his 
department, will at once proceed to make an insx>ection of the several 
commands composing this army, with a view of ascertaining whether 
the state of the service will not admit of the return to duty of officers 
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and men now reported as on special, extra, or daily duty, or on detached 
service within this army, and in cases where, in the oinnion of the in- 
spector-general, the services of ofUcers and men now employed on 
special and detached duty can be dispensed with in that capacity, he 
will, in the name of the commanding general, order such officers and 
men to duty with their respective commands. Corps and other in- 
dependent commanders will afford the officers of the inspector's depart- 
ment such facilities as they may require to enable them thoroughly to 
discharge the duty herein indicated, and a report will be made of the 
number of officers and men returned to duty under this order. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gencj^aL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8e]yteniber 12^ 1864 — 9 a, w. 

General S. Williams, 

A S.9 istant Adjiddiit- General : 

There has been no change in the disposition of my troops or lines 
since last report. Fatigue paities to the number of 15,700 men are at 
work this morning on the front and rear lines. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. First Div., Second Army Corps, 

No. 508. ) Scjytemher 12 ^ 1864, 

-•x- * * # # * # 

3. Lieut. Col. William Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Yoluuteers, 
is hereby relieved from the command of the Consolidated Brigade of 
this division, a senior offi<.*er of that brigade having returned to duty 
with liis regiment. 

4. Lieut. Col. James E. M<?Gee, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, is 
hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Consolidated Biu- 
gade. 

-•H- -X » ' •# * -Xi * 

By order of Brigadier- General Miles: 

WM. B. DEIYER, 

A ssisfan t A djutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

SeiJtemher 12^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

General : The brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform 
you that a party of fifteen or twenty men, armed with telescope rifles, 
from the Fifth Army Corps, have been ordered to report to you. He 
directs that you place them in and about h^ort Hell, where they can 
have the best position to annoy the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. LOCKWOOD, 

Ltleufenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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HDQRS. ARTILLERlf BRIGADE, SECOND ARMY GORPS, 

jS€])te7nher 12^ 186d. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery^ A'nny of the Fotomae: 

General: I have the honor to report no change observed or re" 
ported in the enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours. Only 
two or three shots exchanged by the artillery. The picket-firing con- 
stant. 

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EBGELL, 

Ga/ptam^ Goimncmdmy, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
September' 12^ 1861, (Eeccived 9.30 a. in.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

AssMant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in 
my front yesterday or during the night. The new railroad has been 
completed to this point and a locomotive came up yesterday. 

G. K. WAREENT, 

Ilajor- General j Ooimnanding, 


General Orders, | Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

No. 35. j September 12^ 1864, 

By authority from headquarters Army of the Potomac the following 
reorganization of the corps is ordered and will be carried into effect 
immediately : 

I. The Fourth Division, Fifth Army Coi*ps, is discontinued. 

II. The following regiments, belonging originally to the old First 
Army Corps, and now serving with the First and Second Divisions, are 
transferred to the Third Division : Fifty-sixth, One hundred and twenty- 
first, One hundred and forty-second. One hundred and forty-third. One 
hundred and forty-ninth, and One hundred^ and fiftieth Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers, and Seventy-sixth, Nmety-fifth,*and One hundred and forty- 
seventh New York Volunteers. 

III. The One hundred and ninetieth and One hundred and ninety- first 
Regiments Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers are transferred to the 
Second Division. 

IV. The ]n’ospect of filling u]> the corps renders it desirable to retain 
the organization of three brigades to a division, and each division com- 
mander will arrange his brigades as he may think best. 

V. The details for px'ovost guards, ambulance corps, quartermaster 
and commissary departments, &c., will at once be made to conform to 
the new organization, and all detached officers and men who may be 
rendered supernumerary by these changes will at once rejoin their com- 
mands, and where such officers and enlisted men have been detached 
in orders from these headquarters, a report will be made to that efiect, 
giving the names of the officers and men detached, in order that they 
may be properly relieved in orders. The reductions in transportation 
and ambulances will be carried into effect under the direction of the 
acting chief quartermaster and chief ambulance officer. 
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VI. Division commanders are requested to send in as speedily as pos- 
sible a report showing the organizatioiL and designation of their bri- 
gades. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 12, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

General Williams, 

Assistant A djuta nt- General : 

I have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty- 
four hours. 


JNO. G. PAEKE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 12, 1864. 

Brigadier- General GreoGt, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Fotomae : 

I send you a copy of a statement* of deserters from the Tenth Vir- 
ginia Cavalry. The major-general commanding thinks that a strong 
scouting force thrown out rapidly might capture and effectually dis- 
perse for a time the scouting parties of the enemy infesting the parts 
of the country indicated in the statement. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

September 12, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomae : 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the lines of the 
Second Division since last report. During the night a few shots were 
fired by the enemy on the pickets in ff*ont of the Gurley house. This 
occurs every night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

* In the Field, September 12^ 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I have received the following dispatch from Deep Bottom ; 

Rebels say on this line that they attacked us at Reams’ Station last night and were 
badly whipped. « 

Have you any information of it? Please answer. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

^ See Babcock to Humphreys, September 11, p. 785. 

51 R R— VOL XLn, PT II 
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City Point, September 12^ 1864, 

Major-General Butler: 

The lieutenant-general commanding desires me to say that we have 
no troops at Reams^ Station. Reports from corps commanders this 
morning are that all is quiet. 

C. B. COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colo7iel^ &g. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 12^ 1864, 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assista^it Adjutant- Oeneral : 

[Nothing of any importance on my line. The enemy are working on 
four flying saps steadily. I presume they are for pickets, and probably 
to gain the crest of the hill and drive my pickets away. Will commence 
this morning on a countermine at the llare house, pushing forward the 
old work. The enemy are throwing up a work on their second line, 
just in rear of the Crater. There is also new rebel battery on the foot 
of Cemetery Hill. The work is well covered by woods. It opened at 
7.45 this morning. Large quantities of timber are being hauled from 
Petersburg toward Weldon road. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Hdqrs. Signal Detachment, Tenth Army Corps, 

September 12^ 1864, 

Captain Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral^ Hdqrs, Tenth Anny Corps^ 

Before Petersbm'g, Va. : 

Captain : Signal officer at Avery house reports the enemy throwing 
up a work on their second line and just in rear of the Crater. The 
work will be about large enough for two guns. Signal officer at 
Friend’s house reports a new rebel battery on the foot of Cemetery 
Hill. The work is well covered by woods. It opened at 7.45 this a. 
m. and fired five or six shots. Large quantities of timber are being 
hauled from Petersburg toward W eldon road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PAUL BRODIE, 

First Lieutena7itj Chief Signal Officer^ Tenth Corps, 


Broadway Landing, Va., September 12^ 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel White, 

First Connecticut Artillery j Co^ndg, Siege’ Batteries^ 

• Tenth Co^ps, Headquarters Te^ith Corps: 

Company K will be at Captain Burton’s battery about 2 p. m. to- 
morrow to relieve Company D. Please do the same that you did to-day 
for Captain Pride for this company. 

. HEKRT L. ABBOT, 
Colo7iel First Connecticut Artillery. 
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Hdqrs. Light Aetilleey Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg ^ Va,, September 12^ 1864, 

Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adpitant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: There is no thing of importance to report this morning. 
Three 20-poiinder Parrotts were withdrawn from the battery on the 
right, the Appomattox, and replaced by three 30-pounder Parrotts. 
Thirty-three rounds were fired at the ememy, twenty-five of which were 
Coehorn mortar shells at the enemy’s workmen in front of the Crater. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSO^l, 

I/ieut. Gol.j Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Ko. 117. ) Before Petersburg^ Fa., IS^tember 12^ 1864. 

II. Col. Joseph E. Hawley, Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, having 
been ordered to Connecticut in charge of the enlisted men of the Sixth 
and Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, whose term of enlistment has ex- 
pired, Col. Joseph C. Abbott, Seventh New Hampshire Volunteers, 
will assume command of the Second Brigade of this division, turning 
over the command of his regiment to the officer next in rank. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEEEY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 12, 1864. 
Capt. Adrian Terry, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Captain: I have the honor to report all quiet this morning. A con- 
tinual fire of musketry was kept up by the enemy last night, 
fiu'ther developments have been made as to the intentions of the enemy 
in advancing trenches or saps before his obstructions. They are 
steadily moving toward our line. The trenches are deep. The police 
of the reserve camp and the trenches is good and is being improved. 
The officer of the trenches reports : 

All quiet on the line during the night. At 10 o’clock we received orders from the 
division commander of the day to cease firing on the picket-lino and not resume it 
unless the enemy advanced. 

No casualties have occurred in the past twenty-foui* hours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

• A. C. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio VolunteerSy Comdg. First Brigade. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 12, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division : 

General : The accompanying communication is sent for your in- 
formation. Brigadier-General Gregg directs me to say that it is much 
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desired that, if iiracticable, the nests of guerrillas in front of your line 
should be dispersed. This might possibly be accomplished by sending 
out a strong scouting party at night, well to the front of your line, 
toward Disputanta and below, and thence around to Prince George 
Oourt-House. If you think there is any prospect of capturing any 
parties by such a movement it should be made. If you require any 
additional troops they will bo furnished from fche Second Division. An 
effort Avill be made to-night by the Second Division to entrap dismounted 
rebels who lurk about its line.^ A party will be sent to Lee’s Mill. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

II. C. WEIE, 

and AHsistant Acljiitant-OeneraL 


City Point, Ya., Sejytemher 13, 1861 — 10,30 a, m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War, Washington: 

My dispatch to you on the subject of enforcing the draft was sug- 
gested by reading Secretary Seward’s Auburn speech, where he inti- 
mates that volunteers were coming in so rapidly that there would be no 
necessity for a draft, and your dispatch stating that volunteers were 
coming in at the rate of 5,000 x>er day. We ought to have the whole 
number of men called for by the President in the shortest possible time. 
A draft is soon over, and ceases to hurt after it is made. The agony 
of suspense is worse upon the public than the measure itself. Prompt 
action in filling our armies will have more effect upon the enemy than 
a victory over them. They profess to believe, and make their men be- 
lieve, there is such a party North in favor of recognizing Southern in- 
dependence that the draft cannot be enforced. Let them.be unde- 
ceived. Deserters come into our lines daily, who tell us that the men 
are nearly universally tired of war, and that desertions would be much 
more frequent but they believe peace will be negotiated after the fall 
elections. The enforcement of the draft and prompt filling up of our 
armies will save the shedding of blood to an immense degree. 

U. S. GEANT. 

Lieutenant’ General, 


City Point, Va., Septemher 13, 1861—10.30 a. m, 

(Eeceived 12.30 p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Washington, D. 0, : 

General Cutler has been relieved from duty with the Army of the 
Potomac by the consolidation of his division with other divisions of 
his corps, and ordered to report by letter to the Adjutant-General for 
orders. I would like to have the general ordered to visit the different 
recruiting rendezvous in the Eastern and Middle States for the purpose 
of pushing forward recruits, convalescents, and all others whose duties 
are at the front. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

No. 92. ) City Point, Va., September 13, 1864, 

II. Brig. Gen. L. Cutler is hereby relieved from duty with the Army 
of the Potomac, in consequence of the consolidation of his division with 
another division. He will proceed to Washington, D. 0., and there re- 
port in person to the Adjutant-General of the Army for orders. 

Lieuts. William M. Eansom and Thomas W. Miller, personal aides, 
have permission to accompany him. 

# # # 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

W. L. DUFF, 

Lieut, Col,, Asst, Insp, Gen, and Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen, 


City Point, September 13, 1864. 

Maior-General Meade: 

Major Wentz says that before laying the railroad he tried to see 
the chief engineer, but was told that he was sick. He then .stated 
to the officer of whom he inquired the object of his call. He was re- 
j)lied to, that the work of locating the road had been given to another 
engineer. He made two efforts to get to see this latter 5 but failing he 
commenced his work, supposing the engineer w^ould come along if it was 
not laid to suit. He now proposes to sink the road five feet where it is 
in view of the rebel batteries, throwing all the earth toward the enemy. 
This will give an embankment of eleven feet and cut of five. I have 
directed him to go on with the work. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Septemher 13, 1864 — 12 m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have nothing of consequence to report this morning. Your dis- 
patch in reference to Major Wentz has been referred to Major Michler, 
acting chief engineer, who replies that no one about these headquar- 
ters can be found who ever knew of any visit of Major Wentz; that 
Major Duane, though unwell, was never so sick that he could not see 
any one on business, and, although it is not intended to impugn Major 
Wentz’s statement, yet there is no doubt that had proper effort been 
made by him to see either Major Duane or myself, or had a written or 
telegraphic communication been made to us, the very serious mistake 
which has been made in the location of the road couldhave been avoided, 
as the only condition I had to make was that the road should be laid 
out of sight and beyond the range of the enemy’s batteries. The plan 
proposed and directed to be executed by you of sinking the road, can 
be tried, but I fear the noise of the locomotive and cars and the knowl- 
edge the enemy now have of the location of the road will prevent its 
undisturbed use, though I do not know any interruiition is to be antici- 
pated. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Provost-Marshal-Oeneral’s Department, 

September 13^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from the Seventh Korth Carolina, Lane’s 
brigade, of Wilcox’s division, came into the lines of the Fifth Army 
Corps yesterday 5 and two from the Sixteenth Virginia, of Weisiger’s 
brigade, Mahonc’s division, came into the lines of General Mott’s divis- 
ion’ Second Army Corps, this morning abont daylight. They are all 
from A. P. Hill’s corps, and bring no late infoi'mation. They all agree 
to the fact that about a week ago the different brigades of Mahone’s 
and Wilcox’s divisions moved to the right, each about the distance 
occupied by two brigades; did not know what this movement was for. 
Lane’s brigade occupies the extreme right of the line. Two negroes 
that left Petersburg last Saturday night state that a brigade of infantry 
and some cavalry moved out on the South Side Kailroad about three 
weeks ago to a station called , ten miles from Petersburg. 

NTote. — From the best of our judgment they mean Sutlierland’s 
Station. They also state that no troops have been moved back or 
forth over the Appomattox Eiver for the last two weeks. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JHO. C. BABCOCK. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 13^ 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet this a. m. At 8.30 a train of twenty wagons passed open 
space to our left of Fort Clifton, going toward enemy’s left. 

H. W, HOLMANT, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Koad Signal Station, 

September 13^ 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Maj.B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy’s camp in woods directly in front of this station has dis- 
appeared, with the exception of two or three tents, and fewer tents 
api)ear in the intrenchments from the Gregory Chimneys to the lead- 
works. The force behind intrenchments from the lead-works to the 
fort west of the Weldon railroad is apparently unchanged. Enemy 
continues active on works at many points. They are constructing a 
work for a battery upon their rear line and on Cemetery Hill. 

H. W. FGLTOH, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 13^ 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjntant-Oeneral: 


Ho change in my lines since last report, except those going on under 
charge of the engineer department from headquarters. 

WIHF’D S. HAHCOCK, 

' - • 'y 1 
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Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Septemher 13^ 1861. 

Oonimanders are requested to give tlie circular of tlie 11th instant, 
in relation to captured colors, as wide a circulation as possible, em- 
bracing in tlieir reports those "regiments which may have gone out of 
service. It should be particularly stated in each case whether the 
colors have been turned in. Soldiers who have captured colors and 
have failed to turn them in, as required by existing orders, will lose the 
reward to be given to those who have turned in colors. Care should 
be taken to fix the proper credit in all cases, so that the corps may get 
its due honor, individuals their proper reward, and no questions be 
asked hereafter as to the justice of the award. 

By command of Major-General Hancock t 

WM. P. WILSOH, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Geyierah 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 13j 1864. 

Lieut. Col. J. E. McGee, 

Commanding Consolidated Brigade : 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have 
your brigade in readiness to move out in support of the line this even- 
ing. They will march to the same position which they occupied on Sat- 
urday last. Tents need not be struck and unarmed men will. not be 
taken along. The brigade will be formed and in readiness to move at 
dusk, when a staff officer from these headquai‘ters will be present and 
conduct them to the place indicated. They will return at sunrise unless 
otherwise ordered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


' Headquarters Fipth Army Corps, 

September 13^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

General: I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front 
during yesterday and last night. Very sharp picket-firing was heard 
nearly all night in front of the troops to the right of our line. Eight 
hundred men were at work yesterday upon the fortifications and 400 
men upon the new wagon road, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

September 13^ 1864. 

General Williams : 

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last 
twenty-four hours. 


JHO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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General Orders, ) Headquarters ISTtnth Army Corps, 

N'o. 39. ) Nem' BlicJc^s Station, Ya,^ September J 3, ‘1864, 

The following changes in the designations of the divisions of the 
corps are hereby announced: The Third Division, Brig. Gen. O. B. 
Willcox commanding, will be known as the First Division; the Fourth 
Division, Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero commanding, will be known as 
the Third Division. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke: 

J^^O. 0. YOUNTGMAIJT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

No. 172. ) Near BlicWs Station^Va,^ September 13,1864, 

1 . By virtue of authority from headquarters Army of the Potomac? 
leave of absence for fifteen days is hereby granted Brig. Gen. O. B. 
Willcox, commanding Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, with permis- 
sion to apply for an extension of five days if exigencies of the service 
will justify such application. 

# ^ « # # # ^ 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke: 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Near Weldon Eailroad, Va„ September 13, 1864, 
Capt. John 0. Younoman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps: 

Captain: The following is the list of officers in this division deemed 
worthy of being recommended for a brevet for conspicuous services as 
called for by the order of the 11 th instant: 

Ca.pt. Gilbert H. McKibbin, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volun- 
teers — ^fbr conspicuous bravery at all times during the battle of the 
Wilderness, and particularly in determining the enemy’s position by a 
personal reconnaissance May 6, 18G4; for conspicuous bravery at the 
battle of Spotsylvania, May 12 , 1864 5 also at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864, 
and Petersburg, June 18, 1864. 

Col. John I. Curtin, Forty-fifth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers — 
for conspicuous services at the battle of Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864 5 
Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Petersburg, June 17 and 18, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Henry Pleasants, Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran 
Volunteers — ^for the successful management of the mine which was 
sprung on the 30th of July in front of the Ninth Army Corps. 

Capt. Theodore Gregg, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Veteran Volun- 
teers — ^for his gallantry and good efforts in rallying the men to defend 
the crater formed by the explosion of the mine on the 30th of July, 
and his courage and daring in three personal encounters with rebel 
officers, each time killing his antagonist. 

Capt. James B. Smith, Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, in 
the charge of the First Brigade on the rebel works on the morning of 
17th of June, when he was in command of his regiment; but for his 
bravery and good judgment on that occasion the charge would not have 
been successful. 

Lieut. Col. William F. Dra]>er, commanding Thirty-sixth Massachu- 

-^etts VolTTnf.PAT*Q 'in ■* 
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and after being severely wounded still remained and fouglit with bis 
regiment until faint from the loss of blood and obliged to be taken 
from the field. 

Capt. Peleg E. Peckham, of the Seventh Ehode Island Volunteers, 
acting assistant adjutant-general of First Brigade, Second Division, 
Niinth Army Corps — for his repeated acts of gallantry and bravery 
displayed on every field and in'all the engagements in which he has 
participated, especially that of the 18th of May, at Spotsylvania Court- 
House, where his regiment owes much to him for its credit on that 
occasion ; and also on the 30th of July in rallying a portion of his 
brigade and conducting them in their successive charges. 

Capt. Henry B.. Mighels, assistant adjutant-general — ^for his great 
efforts in getting the men forward in the charge of the 18th of June, 
in which he was severely wounded. 

Capt. E. T. Eaymond, Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers — ^for 
good service rendered on all occasions, always showing coolness and 
courage and iDutting forth unequaled efforts in every engagement to 
the success of the troops which might be under his direction, and for 
escaping from the enemy August 19, 1864, when he accident^ly rode 
into their lines in obedience to orders. 

I would also make mention of Lieut. Col. Percy Daniels, Seventh 
Ehode Island Volunteers, who has taken a very active part all through 
the campaign, and conducted himself nobly in all the engagements. 
On that of the 30th his regiment was not engaged at all, but he volun- 
tarily went to the front and the fields in face of the enemy^s fire and 
into the crater, several times during the day, encouraging both men 
and officers to their duty. 

First Lieut. Charles E. Frost, Company E, Eleventh liTew Hampshire 
Volunteers, on the morning of the 17th of June, 1864, in the charge 
near the Shands house, in advance of his regiment, with a few men 
demanded the surrender of a party of the [enemy], outnumbering him 
five to one, lying in a rifie-pit, and captured about 15. He also par- 
ticipated in bringing away a gun and six battery horses attached to 
the caisson. 

First Lieut. George Hicks, Company F, Seventeenth Vermont Vol- 
unteers, on the* morning of the 17th of June, 1864, in the charge near 
the Shands house, distinguished himself by capturing a battle-flag of 
the Seventeenth Tennessee Eegiment. 

Second Lieut. John E. Cram, Company B, Eleventh New Hampshhe 
Volunteers, in the battle of Spotsylvania Court-House, distinguished 
himself by seizing and securing the colors of his own regiment under 
a heavy fire, after both color -bearers had been severely wounded and 
disabled, and was himself severely wounded while carrying them to 
the rear. He has not yet recovered. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. POTTEE, 
Brigadier ’ Qeneral^ Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 0th Army Corps, 

No. 49. ) AiTcen^s Kouse^ Va.^ S^temher 13^ 1864. 

The commanding general, having received a short leave of absence, 
hereby turns over tlic command of this division to Brig. Gen. John F. 
Hartranft, temporarily. 

By command of Brigadier-General Willcox: 

[WM. V. EICHAEDS,] 

A '■ A A /y 
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Heabquartees Tenth Army Corps, 

Sejitemher 13, 1864. 

Brigadier-Ceueral Williams : 

Notliing of importance on my line during past tu’enty-four liours. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General. 


Special Orders, ^ Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 124. J Before Petersburg, Va., September 13, 1864. 

^ ^ # 

G. Col. J. B. Howell, Eiglaty-fiftli Pennsylvania Yolnnteers, is relieved 
from command of the Third division, and Col. F. B, Pond, Sixty-second 
Ohio Yolunteers, is temporarily assigned to that command. 

By command of Major-General Birney; 

CHAS. n. GEAYES, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqbs. Light Ahtillehy Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peter shurg^ Fa., September 13, 1864, 
Capt. Charles IT. Graves, 

Assi!¥ta>nt Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours: 
Fifty-nine Coehorn mortar shells were fired at the enemy’s working par- 
ties at the Crater. Private Henry Fox, of Battery H, Third New York 
Artillery, was severely wounded in the side. There is nothing further 
worthy of note. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, • 

K. H. JACKSON, 

Lieut, Got,,, Asst. Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

I Before Petersburg, Ya.., Septemher 13, 1804. 

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 

Commanding First Division : 

General: The inspection reports show that the orders from these 
headquarters, as to returning to their companies all men improperly 
employed as hostlers, servants, guards, clerks, cooks, &c., have not 
been obeyed, apparently receiving no attention. Will you not report as 
to this matter, and hold the guilty officers to a-strict accountability '? All 
absentees should be traced, and in proper case applied for. Theinspec- 
tion reports of your division show also many improper details and 
employment of enlisted men. A list will be furnished you by the 
assistant adjutant-general. Tlie orders also call for arming of all 
detailed men, so that on a march or during a battle they can do service 5 
also that they turn out properly equipped at all inspections ; and trusts 
that the next inspection report will show that the large list of absen- 
tees has been diminished by active and constant a])plication and the 
number of effective men increased. Should regimental commanders 
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wish men who have been detailed for a long time from their regiments 
returned, and others less able for field service substituted, their appli- 
cation will receive favorable attention. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- Oeneralj Commcm cling, 

(Same to Brigadier-General Foster.) 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Ko. 118 . j Before Feterslmrg^ F«., Septemher 13^ 1864, 

VII. Col. F. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, having been 
assigned to the command of the Third Division of this corps by Special 
Orders, Ko. 124, paragraph 6, headquarters Tenth Army Corps, Col. A. 
C. Voris, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, will assume command of the 
First Brigade of this division, turning over the command of his regi- 
ment to the officer next in rank. 

# * * ^ # * * 


By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEREY, 

Captain and Assistant A djatcmt- General, 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va., September 13, 1864 — 9,15 p, m, 

I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to request that 
you will take immediate measures to put an end to the firing on the 
lines so far as it is practicable. It is reported that the corps officer of 
the day gave orders to open fire whenever the enemy lired upon our 
lines. By so doing that officer transcended his authority, and you will 
immediately notify the officers of your command that they receive no 
orders to oi)en fire except through the proper channels, and obey none 
emanating from such a source. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TERRY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. First Buia., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va,, September 13, 1864, 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Assista^it A djutan t- 0 eneral : 

Captain: I have the honor to report everything quiet this morning 
except a desultory fire of musketry from the enemy, which has kept 
up all the past night. The reserves of this command i*emaiu in the 
same position, as also do the lines of battle. Tlie officer of the trenches 
reports there has been no casualties upon the lino during the last night. 
The enemy have made no observable movements or changes. Private 
Henry Hemmell, Company B, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, was 
seriously wounded in the hand yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRAKOTS B. POND, 
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Hdqrs. Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petershiirg^ Va,^ September 13^ 186i. 

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistaiit Adjutant- Generalj Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken 
place in the disposition of the trooiis on iny front during the past 
twenty-four hours. Fatigue parties, comprising all available men of 
the division, are employed on the inclosed work on my right, and on the 
second line on the front of the Second and Third Brigades. The entire 
line of trenches are in good condition as regards policing. 

‘ Very respectfully, 

E. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina, 

No. 139. 3 New Berne, N. C., September 13^ 1864. 

1. As soon as the Ninth Vermont Volunteers is ready to go the com- 
mand will embark without further orders and proceed to Virginia, as 
previously ordered. 

* * * # * * # 

By command of Brig. Gen. Edward Harland: 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Chief of Artillery, 18th Army Corps, 

September 13, 1864. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps: 

Sir: I respectfully request that I may be relieved from duty as chief 
of artillery Eighteenth Corps, and ordered to join my regiment. My 
position is so indistinctly defined that it is impossible for me to perform 
the duties pertaining to that position with justice to myself or satisfac- 
tion to the corps commander. For the information of the corps com- 
mander, I have the honor to report that, in addition to the light bat- 
teries of the corps, there are in position on the iiunt occupied by the 
corps some forty-one guns and mortars, maimed by companies of the First 
Connecticut Artillery and a company of the Thirteenth New York Artil- 
lery. On the arrival of the corps at this place the officers in chargeof those 
batteries failed to report to me or in any way recognize me. On inquiry, 
it was found that up to the time of the arrival of the Eighteenth Corps 
the batteries in position (heavy batteries) had been considered as inde- 
pendent of the corps commander, and subject to the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion of Col. H. L. Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, the corps com- 
mander having a kind of delegated authority to direct the batteries to 
open fire in case of necessity. In order that these battery commanders 
might understand their true position Special Orders, No. 123, head- 
quarters Eighteenth Army Corps, September 2, was issued. I under- 
stand that Colonel Abbot has protested to department headquarters 
against this order as depriving him of certain rights and privileges 
naturally belonging to him. At all events, an order has just been 
received from department headquarters (Special Orders, No. 249, Sep- 
tember 10) which revokes the order from corps headquarters so far as 
relates to Colonel Abbot’s command and virtna.llv removes the batteries 
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above referred to from the jurisdiction of the corps commander. As chief 
of ax'tillery of the corps I am held responsible by the corps com- 
mander for the condition and efficiency of all the artillery pertaining 
to the corps, which must include, of course, those batteries in position 
on the front occupied by the corps, while at the same time those bat- 
teries are declared independent of the corps and officers of the corps. 
Colonel Abbot very kindly allows a major of his regiment to remain 
at these headquarters, to whom written instructions have been given 
(see A). In these instructions I am permitted to give certain orders, 
but the field officer is distinctly informed that my authority over him 
and his command is limited. As my limited authority is conceded as 
a favor, not recognized as a right, I shall positively decline giving any 
instructions until the question of jurisdiction is settled. In view of 
the position in which I am idaced, I respectfully request that I may be 
relieved from my present duty and ordered to my regiment-. 

I am, very respectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

A. PIPEE, 

Colonel Tenth New York Artillery^ Chief of Artillery . 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

iScpicniher 13. 1864. 

Oapt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral^ Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain: Your communication relative to breaking up the guerrilla 
parties of the enemy was received last* evening, and I have been inves- 
tigating the best means of opposing them. Colonel West, who has had 
a great deal of experience in this kind of warfare on the Peninsula, 
says there is but one way, and that is to oppose dismounted pai'ties 
against them. The enemy has no established camp that can be sur- 
ixrised or broken up. They scatter through the country, visiting farm- 
houses for subsistence, and meeting at stated periods for an expedition, 
never going in a large force and always dispersing when attacked. I 
have been disposing ambuscades in front of the picket-line, but as yet 
only with partial success. The line is so extended that the men are on. 
post every other night, giving me no extra force to dispose of to any 
great extent. Scouting the country would have no other result than to 
familiarize the officers and men with the country and enable them to 
operate in the night by ambuscades, &c. The places to ambuscade and 
watch for the enemy are the various crossings of the Black water and 
its branches. Black Hole Swamp I understand to be the same as 
Jones^ Hole Swamp on the map. Mrs. Templets I understand to be 
just beyond the crossing of Warwick Swamp, on the road from Baxter^s 
Mill to the plank road. By ambuscading the crossings of the branches 
of the Blackwater beyond the picket-line by parties of twenty or thirty 
dismounted men I think will be the best course to pursue. Another 
plan would be to take the entire picket force and move out on all the 
various roads on a fixed day, reconnoitering and patrolling all the roads 
at one time 5 it might result in the capture of a portion and disconcert- 
ing the majority. I do not think, however, that these scouts have any 
camp this side of the plank road. I shall continue the use of dis- 
mounted men for the present as the only practical means of anticipat- 
ing the enemy with my present force. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

* Tififlnnrtiinji’i/t iQyix. n.... 7 -T*- - • 
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City Point, Va., Se^ptember 14^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Waakiiigioii : 

I will leave here to-morrow iiioriiiiig for the Shenandoah Yalley to 
see Sheridan. Will not pass through Washington either going or 
coming unless it is the wish of the President or Secretary of War I 
should do so. Everything is very quiet here, and all indications are 
that it will remain so until I take the offensive. 

. U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Washington, September 14 , 1864 — 10 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

If anything should require your presence here notice will be given. 
At present there is no reason to change your plans. 

E. M. STANTOI?5^, 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 14, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. (Eeceived 10.45 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Eeports from corps commanders indicate nothing extraordinary to 
report this morning. Major-General Birney states that the recent ad- 
vance of Hancock’s picket-line has drawn on his line incessant |)icket- 
liring, increasing his casualties, and that he has taken measures to 
stop it. There is at present sharp cannonading going on in Biruey’s 
front, which I presume to be the measure he indicated ho would take. 
A special report of the cause has been called for. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, September 14, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

What is the heavy tiring now lieard about? 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potoiviao, 
September li, 1864 — 11.10 a. m. (Eeceived 11.15 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

In reply to your telegram, just received, I send you a dispatch* 
from Birney, received simultaneously, which confirms the view I took 
in my last dispatch, Major-General Birney has been directed to make 
a special report so soon as his luesent experiment is over as to the 
result, and hereafter not to open his batteries under similar circum- 
stances without first referring to these headquarters, as lam somewhat 
doubtful of the efficacy of his plan of stopi)ing picket-firing, and the 
expenditure of ammunition is becoming a question of some importance, 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


1 •. -I 
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City Point, SeiHemher 14^ 1864 — 3 j), m, 

Major-General Meade: 

I shall leave here to-morrow morning' for General Sheridan’s head- 
quarters. Will be gone five days. General Butler also leaves to-day 
to be absent a few days. You will, therefore, assume command of all 
the forces operating in this field if you find it necessary. 

^ U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant’ General, 


City Point, Ya., September 14, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade : 

General Butler reports that the enemy in his front show but little 
more within their iutrenchmeiits than our picket-line. May it not be 
the enemy are massing everything on their right for an attack? I 
think it would be well to imsh reconnaissances, both west and south 
from our extreme left, to ascertain if any movements are in contempla- 
tion. If you have occasion to telegraph me after I start in the morning, 
dispatches directed to Harper’s Perry will reach me. I shall have a 
cipher operator along. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant’ General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 14^ 1864 — 8,45 p, m, (Received 9 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Your dispatch in relation to the thinning of the enemy’s line in front 
of General Butler has been received. The signal officers have reported 
something of the same kind on my front in the vicinity of the x)laiik 
road, also the movements of small bodies of the enemy near the lead- 
works. I will direct Warren to send a reconnaissance out in the 
morning in a westerly direction, sending with him two regiments of 
cavalry. Our cavalry is out so far to the south that any advance meets 
the enemy at once, and they have their cavalry so strongly i^osted that 
a mere reconnaissance can not force them back^ besides our cavalry is 
so far in this direction that we ought to have ample warning if our 
pickets are vigilant. I do not think the enemy will be likely to attack 
our immediate left or the rear of it, but may, perhaps, endeavor to 
threaten still farther round in the direction of Prince George Court- 
House, so as to try and draw us away from our intrenched lines. This 
would be running great risk on their part unless they have a very large 
force. I will be vigilant and keep a sharp lookout. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


City Point, September 14j 1864. 

General Meade: 

Telegraph me at Fort Monroe the result of Warren’s reconnaissance | 
to-morrow if known by 3 p. m.j if not known until a later hour tele- ‘ 
graph to Baltimore. ^ 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

Gity Pointy Va.^ Se^pteonher 14, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. M. E. Patrick, 

Provost-Marshal- General, 

Annies operating against Richmond, Gity Point, Ya.: 
General : Please give the necessary directions to your assistants to 
hereafter send all new troops arriving at this point to Bermuda Hun- 
dred, Ya., with instructions to report to Maj. Gen. B, P. Butler for 
orders. 

* * 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 

W. L. DUPF, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Asst. Lisp. Gen., Actg. Asst. Adjt Gen. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September 14, 1864 — 9 a. m.- 

Maj. B. F. Fisher : 

Enemy^s force in intrenchments weakened during the night from 
point of woods in onr front as far to our right as can be seen from this 
point; lines unchanged on our left. At 8.40 200 infantry came from 
woods west of the fort beyond the Weldon railroad and moved south- 
ward. 

H. W. FULTON", 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 
September 14, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Major Fisher, Ghief Signal Officer: 

The following was intercei)ted : 

Colonel B[rent]: 

Six six-horso 'wagons passed open space on Bermuda Hundred road. Six pieces of 
artillery drilling in open space. One gun-boat above pontoon. 

R., 

At C. 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall’s Signal Station, 

September 14, 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Major Fisher, Ghief Signal Officer: 

The following was intercepted; the first part of message was lost: 

passed open space near Battery 5, going toward front. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 


C. C. Crow, 

At B. : 

You win report for duty without delay. 


12 . 30 . 


B. F. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Seraeant. 



818 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIT. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Sional Department, 

September Id, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch from tlic plank road station is 
respectfally forwarded: 

a column of infantry, numbering about 3,000, fornuMl iVoin tbo camps bobind works 
in vicinity of large fort west of Weldon railroad and moved w^estward on the road 
leading from the south side of the large fort, Squirrel Level road. Twenty minutes 
later a body of 800 infantry disapi)cared on same road. Column passed between 
11 a. m. and 30 a. m. 

(Means, no doubt, betw^een 11 a. m. and 11.30 a. lu.) 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Plane Eoad Signal Station, 

September Id, 186d — 1 p, m. 

Captain Taylor, 

Signal Officer: 

A column of infantry numbering about 2,000 came from woods in rear 
of railroad and a little to the left of the lead-works, moved to our left as 
far as large fort, halted, and are now resting in line in rear of their line 
of works. 

NEEL, 

Captain and Signal Officer, 


Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

The following was intercepted : 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September Id, 1864 — 1 p, m. 


Colonel B[rent]: 

The enemy is making winter quarters at Point of Rocks. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[rentJ: 

Twelve wagons passed Cobb’s going toward enemy’s front in Chesterfield. One 
large steamer just came up the river. Two gun-hoats above pontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At C, 


(Same to A. B.) 


H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant, 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September li, 186i — p. m. 

Maj, B. F. Fisher; 

The infantry reported halted in line of ■works in vicinity of large fort 
west of Weldon railroad have returned to woods from whence they 
came. A train of eight wagons moved to our left. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

8epte)nber 14, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded : 

About 800 infantry at 3.30 p. lu. moved from the large fort in vicinity of Weldon 
railroad and disappeared in woods moving toward our picket-line. All" quiet. 

The enemy’s signal officers report' minor movements on our part in 
the vicinity of the Api)omattox. They report our force making winter 
quarters at Point of Eocks. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and' Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Seffiember 14, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff ; 

General : The following dispatch just received from the plank road 
station : 

4.40 P. M. 

A column of infantry and cavalry moved westward on road leading from large 
fort, Squirrel Level road. It appeared coming from the left (our left ) on line of Weldon 
railroad ; were twelve minutes in passing. Another column of infantry appeared from 
woods in vicinity of large fort and followed the first column; this was ten minutes 
in passing. The dust prevents a correct estimate of their numbers. They com- 
menced moving about 3.15 p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 14, 1864 — 6.15 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

. All quiet this p. m. ; enemy still working on Fort Clifton. What 
shall I do with this extra horse*? I need it here, as but three of my 
men are mounted. If I keep it, will you please give me an order on 
Lieutenant Gapron for forage ? 

H. W. HOLMAE, 

Sergeant. 


September 14, 1864—6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher-, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

No movement of the enemy noticed to-day. Small details on new 
works all day. A good many loads of xioles moved into town from the 
left this p. m., coming toward the trout in about a line between Peters- 
burg and this station. Have not been able to see roads west of city 
since 12 this m. on account of smoke. 
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Special Oedbes, > Wae Dept,, Adjt. Geneeal’s Office, 

^To. 304. 5 Washington, September 14, 1864. 

# # # # ^ 'X: 

15. FKSt Lieut. E. P. Strong’, Signal Corps, XJ. S. Army, is liereby 
relieved from duty at the Signal Oami) of Instruction, Georgetown, D. 
0., and will report in person without delay to the chief signal officer, 
Army of the Potomac, for duty. 

10. Capt. G. S. Dana, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby relieved 
from duty with the signal detachment, Army of the Potomac, and will 
report in person without delay to the chief signal officer, headquarters 
Army of the Ohio, in the field, for duty. 

17. Sergt. Charles Wentworth, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby 
relieved from duty with the signal detachment, Department of Virginia 
and l?lorth Carolina, and will report in person without delay to the 
chief signal officer, headquarters Department of the Susquehanna, 
for duty. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

-X: # 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWJSfSEE'D, 

Assistimt Adjtitant- Getter aL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8e])tember li, 1864. 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant^ General : 

There was no change in my lines during the twenty- Jour hours ending 
9 a. m. to-day. 

WINFD S. HAl^COCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 
September li, 1864 — 10.40 a. m. (lleceived 10.45 a. in.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Gommandhuj Second Corps: 

The commanding general desires to know the cause of the heavy 
artillery firing now going on*? 

A. A. HDMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Major-General Birney.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 14^ 1864 — 10.45 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

There has been no heavy artilley firing on my front this morning. 
There appears to be some farther to the right than my line. 

WHSTPD S. HAKCOCK, 

Major General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
^e^tem^her 14^ 1864 — 11.15 a. m, (Eeceived 11.30 a. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps: 

General Birney reports that the heavy artillery firing is an effort on 
his part to stop the incessant picket and artillery fire of the enemy by 
concentrating a heavy artillerv fire upon him for an hour. 

A. A. BUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Major-Generals AA^arreii and Parke.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Septemher 14^ 1864 — 9,30 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock: 

Information received from signal stations and elsewhere gi%dng reason 
to suspect some movement of tlio enemy, corps commanders are re- 
quested to enjoin sx^ecial vigilance on the part of their commands, and 
to be prepared to move their troops or parts of them promptly upon 
receiving orders to that effect, and to hold in view the possible con- 
tingency of withdrawing all their force except the garrison and arma- 
ments of the inclosed works. To that end the garrisons of those works 
will be designated and posted. A reconnaissance will be made by 
General Warren toward the Boydton i)lank road early to-morrow 
morning. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

(Same to Major-Generals Warren, Parke, and Birney, and Brigadier- 
General Davies, commanding cavalry.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Septemher 14^ 1864, 

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps: 

General: Your communication of the 11th instant was received 
yesterday and submitted to the commanding general, who has requested 
me to express his acknowledgments for the suggestions contained 
therein, and reply, in substance as follows (for convenience of state- 
ment the numbered paragraphs of your letter will be taken in order) : 

1. It would be difficult to define the dividing line between the 
responsibility of the corps commander and of the chief of artillery of 
the army respecting the artillery in the line of intrenchments. When 
questions arise like that presented reference should be made to these 
headquarters. In the present case the especial question is whether the 
Eeserve Artillery ammunition of the ifieces in the redoubts should be 
placed in the magazines or retained in the wagons. Wherever the 
magazines are in good condition it should be kept in them, every 
precaution being taken to have it properly aired and cared for. 

2. An engineer officer has been sent to carry out your views in 
reference to additional works on the plank road, and to complete the 
defenses in that quainter, 

3. In reference to erecjting an advance work near the Gregory 
Chimneys at the present time, as it would entail material modifications 
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of the line on the right and left, the commanding general, for that and 
other considerations connected with the establishment of such a work, 
is indisposed to direct its execution. 

4. The abatis and wire entanglement along the large redan and on 
its leit is considered to be a very effective obstacle, and as serious an 
impediment to the enemy as the fiiso. The engineer troops are very 
much occupied, and until there is less pressure for their services, could 
not be very well spared to make the change wsuggested. 

5 and G. The opinion of the commanding general, of myself, and of 
the acting chief engineer, Major Michler, was originally the same as 
yours, that batteries on the highest part of the Williams house hill 
and one on ihe plank road, connected by as vshort a line as the ground 
would admit, was the proper arrangement for that locality 5 but upon 
an examination of the ground in detail, the chief engineer laid out the 
batteries as they are now erected, and I think judiciously. They aie 
so arranged as to require but little supporting infantry, and can 
nearly hold the ground by themselves. They were intended, however, 
as temporary works, to be superseded by i*edoubts with high reliefs — 
one on the highest part of the Williams house hill, the other on the 
plank road; the former is already in progress. 

G and 7. Directions have been already given for numbering the bat- 
teries and lettering the redoubts, and for affixing the same to those 
works. In addition to the letters, the redoubts will be named. 
Sketches exhibiting the works, with descriptive lists stating armament 
and garrison, as you suggest, will be distributed to corps commanders. 

1 ought to mention that the chief engineer frequently represented 
the desirableness of numbering the works, but they were not deenuKl 
in proper condition for it until the second line was ready for occupation. 

7. The engineer troops will close the gorge of Fort Alexander Hays, 
as suggested. 

The foregoing comprises, I think, the disposition made by the com- 
manding gener^ of the several subjects of your communication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Se 2 >tember 14^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Potomac: 

General: In reply to your telegram of yesterday I have the honor 
to forward the following list of names for the inclosed works on my 
line : Fort Sedgwick — ^the fort now known as Fort Hell. Fort Alexander 
Hays — ^the fort at the Strong house. Fort McKeen — ^the fort now known 
as Fort Crawford; that is the large square redoubt on the plank road. 
Fort Haskell — the fort on the Norfolk road, near the Spicer house. 
Fort Patrick Kelly — the redoubt near the Norfolk railroad, on the front 
line, near the present front of General Mottos division. Fort Blaisdell — 
the one near the Chieves house. 

I am, general, very respectfully, 

WINF^D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Hdqrs. Artillery Bricade, Second Army Corps, 

Sejptember 14y 1864 — 8 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery J Army of the Potomac: 

I have the honor to report no change observed or reported in the 
enemyVs lines during the last twenty-four hotu’S. Picket-firing constant. 
It having been reported that the enemy’s sharpshooters posted in a 
barn to our left were annoying, a few shots were directed on that point 
from Eieketts’ battery, with the effect of driving them out. Several 
shots were also exc*hani>ed with the enemy’s batteries. 

Very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Caj^tain, Commanding. 

(Copy to Capt, W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Corps.) 


Special Orders.] Hdqrs. Arty. Brio., Second Army Corps, 

September 14^ 1864 — 11 p. m. 

As a movement of the enemy is expected, the commanding officers of 
batteries on the line will use the utmost \igilance and be prepared for 
any emergency requiring the lino to be held by the inclosed works 
only. 

Special Orders.] 

As a movement of the enemy is expected the batteries in reserve will 
be ready to move at short notice, but will not hitch and harness until 
further orders. 

By command of Capt. F. M. Edgell: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Third Brig-., Third Div., Second Army Corps, 

Sept&niber 14^ 1864. 

Lieut. J. n. Lockwood, 

Actg. Asst Adjt Gen.^ Third Division, Second Army Corps : 

Lieutenant: I would most respectfully call the attention of the 
general commanding the division to the dangerous position of the last 
ten posts on the right of my i)icket-line. The sharpshooters in the two 
forts bring the fire mostly in this direction, thus preventing our men 
there from engaging the enemy in front vsuccessfally, rendering these 
ten posts almost useless, and endangering the lives of our men, who, 
on this part of the line, dare not raise a musket. I am informed that 
this is partly owing to the practice that some of the sharpshooters 
allow officers and men not properly belonging to the fort to fire their 
pieces. 1 would resi)ectfully ask that an order be issued to prevent 
such occurrences. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

li. MoALLISTEE, 

Colonel Meventh Neic Jersey Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade. 
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Headquarters Pifth Army Corps, 

8ej)teml)er 14, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Wjlliams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

1 liave the honor to report that nothing nnusnal or imjiortant tran- 
spired in my front during yesterday or last night. Details numbering 
900 men were at work yesterday on the defenses and roads at this point. 

G. K. WAREEH, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sejptember 14, 1864 — 9.15 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Butler reports the enemy holding in his front with a line not 
stronger than his pickets. The signal officers report the numbers of the 
enemy in the intrenchments this side of the plank road much less than 
usual. General Davies has been instructed to send two strong and 
efficient regiments of cavalry to report to you by daylight to-moiTow 
morning. The commanding general directs that you make a recon- 
naissance early to-morrow morning toward the Boydton plank road to 
ascertain if the enemy is making any movement around our left, using 
a strong force of infantry to cover and support your cavalry. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 14, 1864 — 11 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The commanding general wishes to know the result of the reconnais- 
sance to-morrow at the earliest time practicable. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


OiRouxAE, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

No. 131. ) S^tember 14, 1864. 

Information has been received that the enemy is passing around to 
our left. Division commanders and the commander of the Artillery 
Brigade will hold their commands in readiness, prepared to move at 4 
a. m. to-morrow. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjuta/nt-Qmeral. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

S^tember 14, 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. W. Crawford, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have 
your entire divisioh ready to move at 4 a. m. to-morrow. Brigadier- 
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General Baxter’s brigade is detailed to make a reconnaissance to-mor- 
row, and be will report with it at these headquarters at 4 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Orbeus.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

/September 14^ 1864 — 10,S0 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Bragg and Colonel Hofmann will have their com- 
mands in readiness to move at 4 a. in. to-morrow. The men will be 
awakened without sound of bugle or drum at 2.30 a. m. and breakfavSt. 
By command of Brigadier-General Crawford: 

GEO. MOKTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant* General, 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

. September 14^ 1864 — 10,30 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Baxter: 

The general commanding directs that your men bo awakened at 2 a. 
m. to-morrow without sound of bugle or drum. Tents need not be 
struck. 

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford: 

GEO. MOKTEITH, 
Assxstant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Third Division, 

Septe^nber 14^ 1804 — 11,45 p, m. 

General Braog: 

As your brigades are intended as a support to General Baxter’s bri- 
gade, which goes on a reconnaissance to-morrow morning, the general 
commanding says that you need not disturb your men as early as pre- 
viously iiidi(*atcd, but let them get all the sleep they can and be in 
readiness to move soon after daylight. 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(Same to Colonel Hofmann.) 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

September 14^ 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last 
twenty-four hours. 

JKO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Heabqxtae-tees Ninth Ahmy Ookps, 

September llj 186i — 10,16 p, m, 

, Major-General Hijmphheys, CMef of Staff: 

Dispatch of 9.30 received.* Shall I designate the garrisons and arma- 
ment for the works in my Iront or will they be designated by yon? 

JNO. G. PAliKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 
September li^ 1861 — 10,30 p, m, (Received 11 p. in.) 
Major-General Parke, Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The commanding general wishes to know what was the result of your 
examination yesterday in reference to throwing forward your pickets, 
and whether you cannot throw forward the right of your picket-line 
and get rid of the sharp bend to the rear of the picket-line of the Sec- 
ond Ooi'ps* Your dispatch about garrisons and armament received. 
Please designate them until otherwise directed. 

A. A. HUMPHREtS, 
Major-General and CMef of Staff, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 14^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The right of my picket-line was thrown forward yesterday to con- 
nect wdth the left of the Second Corps and preserves about the same 
relative position with the main lino on my right as does the left of the 
Second CorpvS line. The whole line can be still farther advanced and 
get rid of the re entering angle, but being in the woods is somewhat 
objectionable. J will direct a further examination to be made in the 
morning, and, if not otherwise ordered, will advance my right to con- 
form with the Second Army Corps. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General, 


Circular.] Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Near BVichh Station,, Va,j September 14^ 1864, 
Hereafter the troops occupying the trenches will be turned out at 
4.30 a. ni. instead of 4 a. m., and will remain under arjiis until 5.30 
a. m. instead of 5 a. m. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke: 

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 71. ) September Id, 1864, 

1. Col. N. B. McLaughlen, Fifty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, 
having reported for duty at these headquarters, is hereby assigned to 
the command of the Third Brigade, relieving Lieut. Col. J. II. Barnes, 
Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers. 

By command of Brigadier-General Hartranft: 

JNO. D. BERTOLETTE, 
Assistant A d jutant- General. 

* See Humphreys to Hancock, p. 821. 



Chap. LIY.] 


CORRESPOITDENCE, ETC. — UNIOK. 


827 


Ueadquarters Second Division, ISTinth Army Corps, 

Wear Weldon Railroad^ Ya,^ 8ei)teml)er 14^ 1864. 
Oapt. John G. Tounoman, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps: 

Captain: In compliance with instructions received I have the honor 
to recommend the following names for works on my iront: For the 
redoubt occupied by Eleventh Massachusetts Battery, liedoubt Pear- 
son, in memory of Lieut. Col. Henry H. Pearson, Hixth FTew Hamp- 
shire Volunteers, killed May 2G at North Anna liiver. For the battery 
occupied by Nineteenth New York Battery, Battery Howard, in mem 
ory of Lieut. Col. Henry Ttoward, Second Maryland Volunteers, 
killed July 30, in the assault in front of Petersburg, Va. 

I am, captain, very resi)ectfully, yoiir obedient servant, 

]£. B. POTTED, 

BrUja d I er- 0 cn era 7, Com m and I ng. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September I/, 1861 — m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomae: 

(tENERAL : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry lucket- 
line. Parties sent out from General Kautz’s line to ambush the enemy^s 
scouting parties succeeded in killing 2 and wounding 1. Active scout- 
ing against the guerrillas is kept up. 

I am, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GDEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Vohintccrs^ Comdg. Second Division. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 14^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

The ma]or-general commanding directs that you send two strong and 
efficient regiments of cavalry to report to Major-General Warren by 
daylight to-morrow morning for immediate service. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., Cavalry Corps, 

September 14. 1864. 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Division^ Cavalry Corps: 
Thave the honor to reimrt all quiet along the line picketed by this 
brigade. Citizens report that scouting parlies occasionally come down 
the plank road within view of our pickets, then return. The enemy 
have no picket within one mile of our front on the })lank road to-day. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. H. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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Headqttartees Second Division, Cayaley Coeps, 

Se})temJ)er 14^ 1864, 

Ool. Ghaeles H. Smith, 

Comdg, Second Brigade^ Second Division^ Cavalry : 

Colonel: The general commanding directs that yon detail two 
strong and efficient regiments from your command (in coinma.nd of a 
colonel or lieutenant-colonel) to report to General Warren at day- • 
light to-morrow (15th instant). This command will take two days’ 
rations of subsistence and one day’s forage, and will leave here at 3 
a. m. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. 0. WEIE, 
Amstant Adjutan t- General, 


ClEGULAE.] HdQES. SECOND DIVISION, OAVALEY OOEPS, 

September 14 , 1864. 

Brigade commanders and battery commanders will have their re- 
spective commands saddled, harnessed, and hitched up at daylight 
to-morrow (the loth instant). This order not to affect your previous 
order. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 

n. 0. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Oednanoe Office, 

Fort Monroe Arsenal, Ya,, September 14, 1864. 

Col. H. L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery, Broadway Landing, Ya. : 

SiE: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant with regard to 13-ineh mortar fuses. In rex)ly I would state 
that the fuses referred to were recently received here from the North, 
and that those of the same lot which 1 have examined since the receipt 
of your letter appeared to be perfectly good. If you will return me 
some of those which were filled with sawdust or otherwise defective I 
will have the matter fully investigated. In some cases I find the x>rim- 
ing in the top of the fuse is separated from (he case, and if this should 
happen to fall out the fuse would not be likely to ignite 5 but by leav- 
ing the paper cap on the fuse and cutting a small hole in it the priming 
will be kept in its place and there should be no ditliculty with the 
ignition of the fuse. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. BDSON, 

Captain of Ordnance, Commanding, 


Dutch Gap, Va., Septetnber 14, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that the enemy opened from a 
new battery to-day, making a few good shots at the canal. Fired at 
them slowly with the three 8-inch mortars, the 10-pounder Parrott, the 
10-inch sea-coast mortar, and the 100-pounder Parrott, causing them 
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to cease firing sooa after dinner. Tlie Hewlett house opened a new 
battery, doing but little execution and making a great deal of noise. 
Everything seems to be favorable so far. There were but 4 men 
killed and 2 wounded to-day at the Gap (darkies). 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIERCE, 

Captain^ First Gonneoticut Artillerif, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
September 14^ 1864. (Received 9.30 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

INothing of special interest on my line. The picket-firing, owning to 
late movement of the Second Corps, has become incessant, and my casu- 
alties were (piite large. I will try and stop it to-day, 

D. B. BIRNTEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
September 14, 1864. (Received 11 a. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys: 

The firing on my part is an effort by concentration for an hour to 
stop the incessant picket and artillery lire that the enemy have kept 
up during yesterday and last night. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Septemben' 14, 1864 — 11.10 a. m. (Received 11.15 a, m.) 
Maj, Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding jTenih Corps: 

The commanding general wishes you to make a siiecial report of the 
result of your effort to stop the enemy’s fire, and requests that in future 
before opening such a heavy artillery fire you will report the matter to 
these headquarters. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
September 14, 1864. (Received 1.40 [12.40J p. m.) 
General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report that the concentration of the fire of my 
batteries for an hour on the enemy has completely silenced their bat- 
teries and also the incessant musketry kept up on my line. Several of 
my heavy batteries opened on the town. Hereafter will report, as you 
direct, the opening of artillery. 

D. B. BIRITEY, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September li^ 186-1 — 12 A5 ]). m. (Eeceived 1 p. m.) 
Major-General Bieney, 

Commanding Tenth Gor^^s: 

The concluding paragraph of your dispatch, just received, stating 
result of your artillery lire, leads me to think that the language of my 
previous dispatch was not sulhciently explicit. The intention of the com- 
manding general was that before opening such lieavy fire, under the 
circumstances stated, his sanction should be obtained. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of htaff. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Oorx>s, 

Before Betersbiirg^ Fa., Seiyteonber If 1864. 
Lieut. Col. R . H. Jackson, 

Chief of Artillery^ Tenth Army Gor])s: 

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that from 10 to 1 1 
o’clock this morning every gun and mortar bearing on the enemy will 
be opened. Those that can reach the town will concentrate on the 
middle steei)le. The firing will be with precision and deliberation, each 
battery concentrating its fire. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHAS. H. GEAYES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Lioht Artillery Brig-., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va., I8ex)tember 11^ tSOd. 
Oapt. Charles iL Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oetieral, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain ; There is nothing of importance to rc])ort this morning. 
ITinety-eight rounds were fired at the enemy’s working parties and at 
the battery wdiich fired at the locomotive. Private Williaiii II . Shaver, 
of Company U, Third New York Artillery, was severely wounded in the 
head. 

Very respectfully, yoiu* obedient servant, 

K. U. JACKSOK, 

Lieut. Col.^ Asst. Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Ho. 93. ) Near Petersburg^ Fa., t8cptember If 1864. 

I. Col. William B. Barton, Forty eighth Hew York Volunteers, com- 
manding Second Biigade, Second Division, Tenth Array Corps, having 
been detached on other duties, is hereby relieved from command of the 
Second Brigade. 

II. Col. G. Pennypacker, Hinety-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
will assume command of the Sec^ond Brigade, Second Division, Tenth 
Army Corps, during the temporary absence of Col. William B. Barton. 

By order of Brig, Gen. E. S. Foster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

IsTo. 04. . } City Foint, Va., September 15, 1864. 

# -M: # # # -X: 

2. Oapt. H. 0. Eobinett, aide-de-camp U. S. Army, is hereby assigned 
to duty on the staff of the lieutenant-general commanding, and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

GEO. K. LBET, 
Afislstant Adjutant- General, 


Headqxjaetees Army of the Potomac, 

September 15j 1864 — 10 a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grakt, 

Gity Foint: 

(Or if General Grant has left in cipher to Portress Monroe.) 

I send a disi)atch=^ received from Warren. General Warren has been 
ordered to withdraw his command as soon as all the information is 
obtained that is practicable. I judge from the reports that Gregg’s 
recent movement, about the 1st instant, showed the enemy the necessity 
of holding Poplar Grove Church with some force to be notified of any 
advance on our piu't, and that Warren has met there this force. The 
fact that he found the roads obstructed and of his not being imme- 
diately driven back are evidences to me that the enemy are not in great 
force at that point and did not contemplate immediate offensive move- 
ments. If he has any such intention he will doubtless mask his 
movements by holding all such points of approach as Poifiar Grove 
Church, Beams’, &e., in such force as to compel a battle for us to find 
out what he is about. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


City Point, Ya., September 15^ 1861, 

Major-General Meade : 

Lieutenant-General Grant directs me to say that the reconnaissance 
of this morning is satisfactory and the trooi^s can now be withdrawn. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Artillery Headquarteris, Army of the Potomac, 

September 15^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of yesterday’s date, calling my attention to the large detaU from the 
Pirst (dismounted) Delaware Cavalry for the portion of the Artillery 
Brigade, Sixth Corps, now with this army. The detail was made at the 
time the cori)S was ordered to Washington and to serve with the whole 
brigade. It was made by General Wright without my knowledge. 


See Warren to Hnmplireys, 9.30 a. m., p.840. 
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When the corps left City Point he took but six batteries with him, 
leaving the other six with the artillery trains and this detachment, 
awaiting his orders to join the corps. As soon as the matter was 
brought to my notice, I recommended that the whole detachment should 
be sent to rejoin its regiment, the men actually serving with batteries 
as cannoneers only to be retained,* and I subsequently recommended 
that these men be replaced by a detail from the Fourth Kew York 
Heavy Artillery. This was done, and the whole cavalry detachment 
has left to join its regiment. The trains have been ordered to the artil- 
lery park, that it may be under the charge of its guard. The foot artil- 
lery troops, assigned by the lieutenant-general for service with the 
artillery of this army, were asked for by me in order that the guard, 
working, and other details for the artillery might be made from them, 
and so prevent the irregularities brought to my notice. These troops 
have been withdrawn from their duties and assigned to divisions of 
infantry by the corps commanders, who have taken the whole matter 
into their own hands, and add to or withdraw from the details made for 
the artillery without any reference to me whatever. As it is manifest 
that the infantry needs every man with a musket, I have made no objec- 
tion to the dispositions that corps commanders have felt called upon to 
make, but it is not in my power, under existing circumstances, to cor- 
rect the evil if they make excessive details. I will, however, call the 
attention of the respective chiefs of artillery to the necessity of reduc- 
ing to a minimum tlie number of men not belonging to batteries who 
are on duty with their respective brigades. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

HENEY J. nUNTT, 
Brigadier-Goieralj Chief of Artillery, 


Headquartebs Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

City Pointy Va., Se 2 )temher 15 y 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: T have a report from Captain MeEntee, dated day before 
yesterday, at Washington. Scouts had returned that morning from 
Oammack’s and Silver’s. The news they bring amounts to the absence 
of all movements through Orange Oourt-nouse toward or from the 
Valley. Oammack reports that a neighbor of his lately received letters 
from friends in the Mnth and Thirtieth Virginia Eegiments, now 
in Georgia. These regiments are both in l^ickett’s division, and were 
a very few days ago in our front. The Thirtieth Virginia was raised in 
and about Fredericksburg, and the mail-carrier at Fredericksburg re- 
ported the Thirtieth as being at present near Petersburg. I presume 
the mistake will be found to be in the number of the regiment. The 
Thirtieth Virginia is understood at Fredericksburg to be reduced to less 
than a company. Oars are running on the Orange and Alexandria 
Eailroad three times a week as far as Culpeper Court-House. The 
Fredericksburg railroad is expected to be in running order to Hamil- 
ton’s Crossing in three or four days. The bridge over the South Anna 
is repaired, and that over the North Anna wi2 be shortly completed. 
Some people about Fredericksburg report that railroad to have been 
repaired for the purpose of facilitating a heavier movement north- 
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warclly. It will be remembered, however, that the rebels have always 
drawn large quantities of supplies every fall ft‘om the counties embraced 
ill the northern neck of Virginia. Welford’s Furnace, in Spotsylvania 
County, has been rebuilt, and is again in full blast. I have men this 
morning from over the river who met an agent last night returned from 
Eichmond. There is no change in the information, and no movements 
of troops to be reported, Nothing is known in Eichmond outside of 
official circles of the position of Early. A neighbor of our agent, who 
resides in Charles City County, came on Tuesdayfrom Petersburg. He 
reports that Avhile there several of the heaviest guns were being moved 
from their positions. No facts were obtainable showing whether it was 
a mere change in position, or whether they were to bo sent elsewhere. 
I desire to add, as amatter of personal explanation, that the scouts who 
go fiom the t- *1 of Orange Court-House and Fredericksburg 

to Washington, report, by order, to Ceneral Grant’s assistant adjutant- 
general at Washington, and their reports are thence forwarded to Gen- 
eral Grant direct. I have in a few cases received copies of them, and 
have then always forwarded them to General Humphreys without delay. 
The men are mainly the citizens who used to be in our employ in that 
direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel^ <&c. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department, 

Septemler 15^ 1864. 

Major-General IIumpureyh, 

Chief of fitajf: 

General: A deserter from the Sixth Virginia Infantry, of Mahone’s 
old brigade, Mahone’s division, came into the lines of the Second Army 
Corps, General Mott’s division, about 8 1 ). in. yesterday. He brings no 
information. No changes in position as far as informant knew. A. P. 
Hill’s cor])s still in line in the trenches occupying the same position, 
viz, Hoth’s division on the left, Mahono’s center, and Wilcox’s on the 
right. Informant is not intelligent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. J3ABOOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 
Provost-Marsual-General’s Departjment, 

8ejptember 15j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two prisoners of war have just been forwarded from the 
Second Corps. They belong to the Washington Artillery, and are 
attached to Mahone’s division. They came out to look for stray horses 
and strolled into our pickets. They are both intelligent men, and do 
not seem anxious to return, though their mind is not fully made up on 
the point. They say that no movements have taken place of late, and 
the position of their army remains unchanged. Their battery is posted 
53 R B— VOL XLII, PT n 
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between the brigades of Weisiger and Sandoi’s, of Mahono’s division, 
and is nearly 1,000 yards from the Jerusalem plank road, west. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABOOOK. 


Major Fishbe: 
All quiet. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

8ei>tcmher 15^ 1864. — 9 a. m. 


H. W. FUBTON. 


Major PiSHBE.: 

All quiet this a. m. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 15, 1864 — 9.80 a. m. 


H. W. nOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 15, 1864. 

Major Fishbe: 

Two regiments of infantry passed open space near lead mine, mov- 
ing toward Petersburg. One regiment of infantry drawn up in line to 
our left of lead mine. 

HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Headquakters Fifth. Army Corps, 

September 15, 1861 — 11.15 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Baxter: . 


The following dispatch is sent for yoiu information : 


Lieutenant-Colonol Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Halifax Road Signal Station, 

Se]}te7nJ}er 15 j 1864'—10J0 a, m. 


At 9 a. m. the enemy^s picket-line on left of railroad was re-onforood hy two regi- 
ments of infantry from the works along the Boydton plank road. At 9.30 a. m. a 
four-gun battery passed a point near the junction of the Squirrel Level road with 
the Boydton plank road, going toward our loft. An unusual cloud of dust rising 
for the last hour on the Boydton plank, half a mUe loft of load- works and appar^ 
ently moving toward the loft, indicates a movement of troops or trains in that 
direction. Yesterday and to-day tho enemy has been engaged on a now and strong 
breast-work about a hundred yards in front of their former works, half a mile leit 
of lead-works. ^ 


CHAS. L. DAVIS, 

. Captain, Signal Corps, U, S, Army^ 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


(Copy to General Humphreys.) 



Chap. LIY } 


835 


COREESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


Headquarters Firth Army Corps, 

Septemher 15, 1864. 


General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I send tlie following, just received: 


Halifax Road Signal Station— 2.20 p. m. 

Lieutonant-Coloiiel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

About a squadron of cavalry, followed by four large regiments of infantry well 
closed up and twelve pieces of artillery, bave just passed a point on wbat I suppose 
to be the Boydtoii plank road half a mile west of lead- works, moving toward our 
left. Tbe infantry was moving at a double-quick. 

CHARLES L. DAVIS, 
Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Armi/. 


G. K. WAERElSr, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Following just received: 

Halifax Road Signal Station— 2.30 p. m. 

Lioiitcuant-Colojiol Locki: : 

Six more pieces of artillery and ton regiments of infantry, counted by tbeir colors, 
bave passed tlio same ])oint indicated in my last re])ort, and tbe men in tbe first line 
of works that I see from boro along tbe Boydton plank road bave struck tbeir tents 
and are preparing to move, 

CHARLES L. DAVIS, 
CajUain, Signal Officer, 

G. K. WAERElSr, 

Major- General. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September 15, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A column of infantry lias just passed westward on road leading from 
large fort; were eigliteen minutes in passing. They first appeared on 
road in vicinity of lead- works and rear of Weldon railroad. 

H. W, FCLTOF, 

Sergeant. 


September 15, 1864—5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet along the enemy\s lines in view. About 500 rebel infantry 
l)assed to our left along road to our right of Petersburg at 1.30 p. m. 
Their equipments, &c., could not be discerned by reason of a smoky 
atmosphere. 

I. S. LYON, 

Ideutenam and Signal Officer. 
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■Walthall SiaNAL Station, 

Sejptonher 15j 1864. — 6 jj. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The following has been intercepted : 

8.30 A. 3M. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

Six pieces of artillery pabsed oi)eu bpace drilling in tlic roar of Battery 5. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 


(Same to A. B.) 




9.15 A. M. 

Two gun-boats off Point of Rocks; one stoamer in the river. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 

n. W. IlOLMAIsT, 

Sergeant. 


"Walthall Signal Station, 

Sejgtcmher 15^ 1864 — 6* j). m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The following has just been intercepted : 


Colonel B[iient] ; 

One regiment of cavalry drilling in open epacc. 
(Same to A. B.) 


Two gun-boats above }>outoon. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 

n. W, nOLMANT, 

Sergeant. 


September ir>, 1804— C.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

There is again considerable dust west of the city this p. m., but I can 
make nothing of it; moves south. Ilave seen no unusual move to-day. 
The working parties on new works are about the same as yesterday. 

A. 0. JOKDANT. 


IlDciRS. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Sejptcmlcr 15j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch from iilauk road station is re- 
spectfully forwarded: 

6.30 r. M. 

After simdown a body of troops wore seen in edge of woods left of load-works, and 
for three-quarters of an hour a cloud of dust was visible in rear of Petersburg and 
extending to the fort west of the Weldon railroad. 

Just in rear of this fort the Squirrel Level road disappears in the 
woods. During the afternoon about 500 infantry came into Peters- 
bui'g from the north side of the Appomattox. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. FISHEK, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

NTo. 30. ) September 15^ 1864, 

The major-general commanding, having been furnished with the 
following communication, publishes the same to this army for the 
information and guidance of all concerned, and so much of General 
Orders, NTo. 78, of August 20, 1863, from these headquarters, as author- 
izes officers to procure supplies through the medium of agents or 
puiweyors upon permits signed by a general officer and approved by 
the provost-marshal-general, will hereafter be held to exclude all kinds 
of spirituous, vinous, and malt liquors. The provost-marshal-geiieral 
of this army is charged with the execution of this oi*der. 

Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

City Point, Va., Sepiemher 8, 1864, 

Brig. Gon. M. R. Patrick, 

Provoftt-Mm'shal-Genpi'al, Armies operating against Jiiclimond, City Point, Va,: 

General : The attention of Lieiitenaut-Goneral Grant having been called to the 
large quantities of li(|uors being brought within the lines of the armies operating 
against Richmond, ho directs that from and after this date you prohibit all kinds of 
spirituous, vinous, or malt litiuors from beintj brought above Fort Monroe, Ya., 
excejit such as belong to the commissary or medical departments, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. S, BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant AdjutanPOeneral. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Sepiemher 15y 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistani AdjntaiiP General^ Ar^ny of the Potomac: 

General: In reply to your dispatch of this a. m. I have the honorto 
add to the list of names for forts, which have already been forwarded 
to you, the following names of highly distinguished officers, colonels, 
and lieutenant-colonels of this corps who have been killed during the 
present campaign; 

First Division — Col. E. Byrnes, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts, Gold 
Harbor, June 3, 1864; Col. L. O, Morris, Seventh NTew York Heavy Artil- 
lery, Cold Harbor, June 4, 1864; Col. O. H. Morris, Sixty-sixth NTew York 
Yolunteers, Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Lieut. Col. A. B. Chapman, 
Fifty-seventh NTew York Volunteers, Wilderness, May 6, 1864; Lieut. 
Col. D. L. Strieker, Second Delaware Infantry, Spotsylvania, May 12, 
1864. 

Second Division — Col. James P. McMahon, One hundred and sixty- 
fourth NTew York, Cold Harbor, Juno 3, 1864; Col. P. A. Porter, Eighth 
[NTew York] Heavy Artillery, ()old Harbor, June 3, 1864; Lieut. Col. 
H. L. Abbott, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, Wilderness, May 
6, 1864. 

Third Division — Col. 0. A, Craig, One hundred and fifth Pennsyl- 
vania, Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864; Col. Daniel Chaplin, First Maine 
Heavy Artillery, Deep Bottom, August 17, 1864; Lieut. OoL George W. 
Meikel, Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, Petersburg, September 10, 1864; 
Lieut. Col. Waldo Merriam, Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIHFD S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 
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Hjeadquarters Second Corps, 

September 15, 1861 — 0 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs, Army of the Potomac : 

General: There have been no changes in my line during the last 
twenty-four hours. Yesterday, about 5 p. m., the enemy shelled train 
on the radroad near these headquarters. One of our batteries replied. 
The wagons of the Fifth Corps train are in sight of the enemy^s bat- 
teries. I think that train should be moved behind the woods to the 
right of my headquarters. It would [then] be close to the depot as 
near as now, and would not, as at present, be the means of drawing the 
enemy^s fire upon my reserve troops. I would have placed my own 
train where the wagons of the Fifth Corps now are but for the reasons 
urged against the Fifth Corps train remaining where it is. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, Gommandiny Second Corps. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 15, 1861. (deceived 3.10 p. m.) 

General Williams: 

The following dispatch just received from signal officer: 

Two bodies of infantry moved from the works near large forfc at Weldon railroad 
and disappeared on road running west; they numbered noai 3,000 in all. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, 

September 15, 1861 — 8 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac: 

General: I have the honor to report no change observed in the 
enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours. The enemy were 
reported yesterday marching a body of troops near the lead-works, 
but they could not be seen from the batteries. About 5 p. ,in. the 
enemy threw a few shells over our lines, which fell near the head(][uar- 
ters of General Miles. Our batteries replied promptly and the firing 
soon ceased. But little picket- firing yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 
Captain, Commanding. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty. Brigade, Second Corps, 

No. 53. ) September 15, 1864. 

***»*## 

II. Burton’s (Eleventh New York) battery will relieve Eicketts’ bat- 
tery (F), First Pennsylvania Artillery, in the work near the plank road 
to-night after dark. Captain Eicketts, when relieved, will move his bat- 
tery into the work now occupied by Captain Burton. 

III. It having been reported that the enemy are moving in force 
down the Weldon railroad, the following assignment of batteries to 
divisions is made in anticipation of a movement of our troops : To First 
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Division, Eoder’s (K), Fourtli United States; Edgell^s, First .N’ew 
Hampshire; to Second Division, Beckys (0 and I), Fifth United States; 
Ames^ (G), First York. 

The commanders of the above-named batteries will report in person 
to their respective division commanders at once, stating their loca- 
tion. 

By command of Oapt. F. M. Bdgell: 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Third Brio., Third Dtv., Second Army Corps, 

Sejgtember 15, 1864. 

Lieut. J. H. Lockwood, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Army Corps: 

Lieutenant : The tiring last evening and night had to be increased 
on account of the increased filing of the enemy and a report that they 
were attemx)ting to advance on my right. I would call the attention ©f 
the general commanding to the fact that the connection is not good 
between the Third and First Brigades, owing to the First Brigade 
ritie-pits on the left being considerably in rear of the Third Brigade, 
and unless the light of the Third Brigade keep up a constant fire there 
is danger of the rebels pouncing on our right flank. I have ordered 
less firing on our line, but when we slack the enemy increase theirs. It 
is impossible to save ammunition as we would wish ; if we do, it is at 
the risk of losing our works on the right, especially at night, as it is 
exposed to a flank fire. 1 will, however, do as you direct in the matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. MCALLISTER, 

Colonel Meventh New Jersey Vohmteers, Commanding Brigade. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15, 1864 — 7.30 a. m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General Baxter^s brigade, with the cavalry, started out a little past 4 
o’clock this morning and met some of the enemy on the Vaughan road 
southwest fL’om here and on the road running west. Some skirmishing 
has been going on for the last hour, but no report has yet been received 
of what force the enemy has. 

G. K. WARREIN, 

Major-General, 

(Transmitted to Lieutenant-General Grant at 7.45 a. m.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15, 1864 — 8.80 Ou m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: . 

The commanding officer of the cavalry has just sent in to say that 
they have met a considerable force of the enemy on both roads. He 
states they have both cavalry and infantry. JNo report has yet been 
received from General Baxter. 

G. K. WARREK, 

Major-General. 

(Transmitted to Lieutenant General Grant at 8.40 a. m.) 



840 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. 0. 


rCHAP. Lrp-. 


Hbadquabtebs ■PiFTn Army Corps, 

S^tember 15, 1861 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General HtTMPHREYS, 

GMe/ of 8ta.ff : 

I send the following, just received: 

7.46 A. M-. 

General Warren: 

We are at tlie cross-roads, just heyond tlie chiircli. The enemy liave a line of 
infantry stretching in a circle around the Poplar (Jrovo Chnrcli as a center, radins 
three-quarters of a mile. Wo are forming line of iiattle immediately around the 
church. The cavalry is skirmishing heavily north and w<‘st from the cross-roads ; the 
infantry skirinisliers arc now being deployed for their assistance. The western road, 
out which the cavalry was to go, is also guarded by the rebel infantry, and it there- 
fore seems doubtful at present whether the cavalry can go out that road. Major 
Falls has gone two miles down the Vaughan road, driving a small cavalry force 
before him. We have found out nothing more so far. Mrs. Smith, near the church, 
knows nothing. The road was barricaded for a few hundred > ards, obstructing our 
march very much. 

W. A. EOEBLING, 

Major ami Aido-de~Camj9» 


(Copy to General Griffin.) 


G. K. WARP.ElSr, 

Major- Oeiieral, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemher 15j 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I liave the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in 
my front yesterday or during the night. The One hnndred and ninety- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Sickel, reported last night 
and is assigned to General Griffin. One hnndred and twenty-seven 
recruits arrived yesterday, eighty-one for Twentieth Maine and forty- 
six for Thirty-second Massachusetts. 

G. K. WAEEBlSr, 

Major- 0 enera 1, Comm and ing. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Sepiemher 15j 1864 — 9,30 a, vi, (Eeceivod 9.40 a. m.) 
Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Your several dispatches are received. Whenever you are satisfied 
that the reconnaissance has obtained all the information that can be 
got by it the troops can be withdrawn. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September i5, 1864 — 9,30 a. m. 


The force I sent out this morning was Baxter’s brigade of infantry, 
about 1,400 strong, and added the 200 cavalry I had here to the two 
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regiments. They all got off at 4 a. m. The infantry have rcacihecl the 
point (Poplar Grove Church) at which I directed them to halt and 
cover the roads coming in and let the cavalry attempt to penetrate 
farther. From Major Ivoehiing’s dispatch of 7.45 a. m. I think it prob- 
able a farther advance will not be practicable, and they will then need 
instructions whether to stay there till forced back or withdraw. I do 
not think it advisable to send any body of infantry beyond the church. 

Eespectfiilly, 

G. K. WAEEEN-, 

MajoT‘ General. 


ITeauquaetees Aemt op the Potomac, 
Se^ptemher 15^ 180i — 9.50 a. m. (Eeceived 9.55 a. m.) 
Major-General Waeeen, 

Commanding Fifth Cor])s : 

Since sending you my dispatch of 9.30 a. m. your dispatch of 9.30 a. 
m. has been received. The object of the reconnaissance was to obtain 
information of the supposed movements of the enemy. Whenever you 
are satisfied no furtlier information can be obtained withdraw the 
troops. It is not intended or wished that they should remain out until 
forced back. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS. . 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquaetees Fiptii Aemt Coeps, 

Sepiemher 75, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

General IIxtmpheeys: 

I sent out word to General Baxter to withdraw as soon as he had 
accom])lished all he deemed pra(*ticable in the way of a reconnaissance. 
The officer just returned from the Poplar Spring Church says: I found 
General Baxter near the church, from wliich point he had sent his 
advance one mile. Had not ibund the enemy in force nor any evidence 
of the passing of any considerable body of troops. 

Eespectfiilly, 

G. K. WAEEEI^, 

Major-General. 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 
Septmnhe}* 15, 1864 — 10.40 a. m. (Eeceived 10.45 a. m.) 
Major-General Waeeen, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 

The wagons of the Fifth Corps near the plank road are in sight of 
the enemy’s batteries and draw their fire upon the reserve troops of tlie 
Second Corps. There is woods on the right of the Second Corps head- 
quarters, behind which they would bo concealed from the view of the 
enemy. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Pietu Army Corps, 

September 15^ 1861 — 12»S0 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

The reconnoireriiig party has returned. Their casualties were about 
a dozen killed and wounded. They found the enemy occupying axi old 
intrenched line on the Squirrel Level road, about one mile north of 
Poplar Spring Church. Ouv cavalry forced the enemy’s back westward 
over a mile beyond the church. The enemy was not in any consider- 
able force nor could a kno\A ledge of any movement oi' troops be gained. 
A brigade of cavalry were said to be stationed on the plank road south 
of Hatcher’s Pun, Our cavalry on the Vaughan road pushed back the 
enemy’s for a (‘onsiderable distance southwest. A ])atrol T sent down 
the railroad found th(^ enemy’s vedettes about one mile south of our own. 
On the whole, 1 consider that thercis no gieat torceof the enemy between 
me and the Iloydton plank road, and the re])oit()f ihe signal ohieer of 
the battery moving in that diiection and the dust confirms it as it was 
probably a re-enforcement. The map ve have is very imperfect and 
the countiy is not easy to operate in west of us. I will send u]) the 
detailed reports and sketch this evening. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major-tieneral, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
fieptemher 15, ISGi — 12.80 p. m. (Eeceived 12.35 p. m.) 
Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Gorpa: 

Deserters who came into General Biimey’s line this morning state 
that the reserve troops moved toward the Weldon railroad last evening. 

A. A. IJUMPriEEYS, 
Major- General and Chief of /Staff. 


Headquarters Piptii Army Corps, 

(September 15, 1861. 

General Humphreys: 

I think these movements indicate that the enemy were not in force 
here and that they are preparing for any demonstration we may intend 
making. Major Eoebling says from our advance this morning the long 
roll could be heard in places by the enemy. 1 think 1 am iully pre- 
pared for anything that occurs to-day, and 1 am of the opinion that the 
enemy will wait our attack rather than attacking us, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Eipth Army Corps, 

September 15, ISGi — 5 p. m. 


General Humphreys: 

If it is all quiet, shall I send back the two regiments of cavalry? 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

^ Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potoimac, 

September 15^ 1864. (Sent 6 p. m.) 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

Yes; send back the cavalry. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15, 1864 — 7.30 p. m. 


The ellemy^s infantry came this afternoon in small force this side of 
the Poplar Siting Church, almost to the Vaughan road, but did not 
drive oti* my cavalry at the fork of the road. They tired a little at the 
cavalry and disai)peared. All quiet. 

Ecbpectfiilly, 

G. K. WAEEEIN, 

Major-Geyieral. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15, 1864 — 8 JO p. m. 

General Huiwcphreys; 

The cavalry ])icket, on the fork of the Vaughan road going to Poplar 
Spring Church, sends in word that the enemy’s infantry were seen 
moving toward Petersburg lately and fired a lew shots at our out- 
lasts. 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

3laJor-GeneraL 


Hdqrs. First PENNSYLVANtA Veteran Cay. Battalion, 

September 1861 — 8.30 a. u. 

[Col. F.T. Locke,! 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: 1 have the honor to report all quiet on my road from the 
forks to the railroad. 1 have had a brisk skirmish of about one hour’s 
duration, in which I had two men wounded, one probably mortally. The 
enemy is in (*onsi<lerablo for(*o on my right, their line extending down 
to near the railroad on my left, where 1 connected with General Gregg’s 
cavalry. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. J. FALLS, 

Major, Comdg. First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry Battalion. 


Hdqrs. First Pennsylvania Vet. Eeserve Cavalry, 

September 15, 1861 — 3 p. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Locice, 

Assistant Adjtita^it- General : 

Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that on my return here I found 
my picket had retaken his post, and now holds indisputable possession 
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of it. Tlie enemy are not supposed to be in force in tliis vi(*inity, hav- 
ing drawn off on my pickets repossessing their post. Everything is 
apparently quiet. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, &e., 

E. J. FALLS, 

Major ^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

ISeptemher io, 1801 — 3,i0 p, m. 

Major Falls, 

Commanding First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry: 

Information has been received from the signal station that the enemy 
are moving large forces to our left. Keep a bright lookout in all direc- 
tions, and send in word if anything transpires. Keep your command 
out till dark, when word will be sent you when to withdraw. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


September 15, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Army Corps: 

General: 1 have the honor to state that, in pursuance of your 
order, I visited General Baxter. I found him near a church, irom 
which point he informed me he had advanced one mile. He had not 
found the enemy in force, nor had ho discovered any evidence of the 
passage of any considerable body of ti'ooi)s. The order to Avithdraw 
was given in my inesence. 

I am, very res])ectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. ri. HTGBEE, 

First Lieutenant^ Eleventh Infantry^ and Acting Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Septcmler 15, 1804, 

General Warren: 

The following just received : 

Signal Station, 

Planh Hoad, JSepfemher If), 780 i — 4.40 p, m. 

Captain Taylor: 

Cavalry and infantry have been passing, hearing south of west. Wagons and 
ambulances accompanied the niovoment. Movement commenced at 3 o’< lock, but 
the dust prevented seeing ev<*rything that passed. Cavalry and iniantry wcu'c pass- 
ing three-quarters of aii hour, but owing to tho dust cannot tell in what propor- 
tion. Enemy quite active, and stragglers still passing. 

I, TIIICKSTUN, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 

WENT’D S. HAJirOOOK. 


Special Orders, 
No. 229. 

# * 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septeniber 15^ 1804, 
# # # # 


IV. The Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, hgiving been discon- 
tinued, Capt. Charles McClure, commissary of subsistence, late Fourth 
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Division, is relieved, and will report to Lieut. Col. M. E. Morgan, cMef 
commissary Armies operating against Eiclimond, in compliance witk 
opecial Orders, NTo. 93, headquarters Armies of the United States, of 
September 14, 1864. 

V, General Baxter’s brigade is temporarily detached from the Third 
Division and is assigned to garrison the two forts, which will be done 
at 4.30 a. in. to-morrow. One-half of the command will be i^laced in 
each of the forts, and General Baxter will make his headquarters for 
the present in the vicinity of eoips headquaiters. Ilis brigade will 
furnish all the details to complete the interior of the w^orks. General 
Griffin and General Ayres are relieved from furnishing details for this 
purpose. Any infantry now within the forts will be withdrawn on the 
arrival of the troops of General Baxter’s brigade. The artillery now 
in the forts will remain until relieved by other batteries. 

* X * # # * 

By command of IVIajor-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Ass istant Adju ta n t- General, 


Circular, ) LLeadquarters Fietii Army Corps, 

Ko. 132. ) Sepfemher 15^ 186i. 

Division commanders will at once get their commands under arms 
and in lino prepared for an attack and remain so until dark. The 
enemy is continually moving force down toward our left. Colonel ELof- 
mann’s brigade will at once move into position on the breast-works 
east of the railroad, built by Colonel Wheelock, on the left of General 
Griffin. Brigadier-General Griffin will post a sufficient force in the 
fort to defend the southe«ast and southwest fronts. The horses of the 
batteries will all be harnessed up. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemher 15^ 1864 — 4 p. m. 

Division Commanders: 

A report from the cavalry havS just been received that the enemy is 
advancing from the west. It is not kno\vn in what strength. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

September 15j 1864. 

The above is communicated for the information of brigade.command- 
ers, who will hold their commands in readiness to move at a moment’s 
notice. 

By comujand of Brigadier-General Crawford : 

EDWAED C. BAIED, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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IIbadquartbes Fifth Army Corps, 
September 15, 1864 — 7,30 p. m. (Eeoeived 7,40 ii. m.) 
General Griffin: 

I liave detailed the garrisons for tlie forts irom Baxter’s brigade, so 
that you and General Ayres can have all of your divisions if we have 
to move. I wish you would move your troops from around the fort so 
that I can abatis it all around. You can move these troo])s to advan- 
tage to the left of the railroad into the breast-works facing southeast, 
where [we] should need men if the enemy makes an attack li'om the 
south. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAEEBN, 

Major-OeneruL 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Fifth Army Corps, 

Bo. Cl. ) Seittember 15, 1861. 

# * It X X- * # 

4. In compliance with Special Orders, Bo. 220, headquarters Fifth 
Corps, the infantry troops of this division now ocou])ying the forts will 
be relieved by General Baxter’s bi-igade at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow, liis 
brigade having been temporarily detached from the Third Division for 
that purpose. 

By order of Brigadier-General Ayres : 

GEO. L. CTIOISY, 

First Lieutenant, Aidc-dc-CJamp and Aotg. Asst. Adjt. Qen. 


IIeadqxtarters Army of the 1’o'J’omac, 
September 15, 1861 — i).30 a. m. (Keceived 10 a. m.) 
General J. G. Parke, 

Goimiandmj Ninth Corps; 

Your dispatch in relation to tlic names to be given works received. 
The commanding general desires to have you report the names of such 
officers of your command who have fallen during the present campaign 
as in your judgment should be honored in the manner indicated, 
Avithout limiting yourself to names for the works along your line. The 
selection of names for all the works ■will be made hero. Have you any 
names to add to those you have already roixorted ? I’lease answer by 
telegraph as soon as practicable. 

8. WILLIAMS, 

A ssistant Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

, September 15, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. (Eeceived 0.40 a. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The major-general commanding thinks that the working parties on 
th’e redoubt near Williams’ house and on the road might be continued on 
those works. 

A, A. HUMPHEBTS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters I^Iinth Corps, 

September 15^ 1864 — DAO a, m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

Kothing unusual has transpired along my lines during the i)ast 
twenty-four hours. 

JHO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Orders.] Hdqrs. Third Brio., First Diy., Oth Army Corps, 

Septemher 15^ 186i, 

In obedience to Special Orders, Nfo. 71, headquarters li^’inth Army 
Corps, the undersigned assumes command of this brigade. AU previ- 
ous orders are continued in force tiU modified. 

H. B. McLATJGHLEE, 
Colonel Fifty-seaenth Massacliui^etts Yolnnteers, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Septemler 15^ 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae: 

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket- 
line for the past twenty-four hours. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. DAVIES, jR., 

Brigadier- General of Vols,^ Comdg, Second Division Cavalry, 


Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., Cavalry Corps, 

September 15, 1864, 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Cavalry Corps: 

All quiet along the picket-line of this command this morning. Nfo 
distui'bance during the night. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. n. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 


Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., Cavalry Corps, 

, September 15, 1864, 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Cavalry Corps: 

I have the honor to report all quiet along the line picketed by this 
command. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C.‘H. SMITH, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 


DuTCri Gap, VA., September 15, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy commenced 
firing fcom the new battery about the middle of the forenoon, making 
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IlEADQUAKTERS TENTH AEMY CORPS, 

8e])temher 15^ 1864, 

General Williams, 

Assistcmt Adjutant- General : 

Captain Follett, U, S. Artilieiy, from lais lookout reports the passage 
of a column of troops from Eiclimond to Petersburg. It was an hour 
passing a given point. A very long train of wagons followed it. 

D. B. BIEl^EY, 

Major-General, 


Hhqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Fetersburg^ Va,, Sejgtember 15 ^ 1864, 
Brig. Gen. IIenry J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Fotomac: 

General : I have the honor to submit the report called for by your 
letter of instructions of yesterday: 

Firing was commenced at 10 a. m. yesterday and lasted until 11 
a. m. from the following number of guns and mortars: 24 light 12- 
pounders, 18 3-iuch ordnance, 4 10-pounder Parrotts, 5 6-pounder 
Janies gnus, 2 4J-inoh ordnance, 6 30-pounder Parrotts, 1 13-inch mor- 
tar, 4 10-iiK*h mortars, 4 8-inch mortars, 11 Coehorn mortars; total, 76 
guns and mortars. The number of rounds of ammunition expended 
were as follows: 70S 12-poundcr rounds, 491 3-inch ordnance rounds, 
62 10-])ounder Parrott rounds, 0 6-pounder James rounds, 41 4J-inch 
ordnance rounds, 139 30-poiinder Parrott rounds, 8 13-inch mortar 
rounds, 49 10-incli mortar rounds, 29 8-inch mortar rounds, 148 Coehorn 
mortar rounds; total expended, 1,741. The fire from fifty guns and 
mortars was directcTl on the enemy’s batteries and working parties; 
that from twenty-nine guns and mortars on the city of Petersburg. 
The effect of the fire upon the city cannot, of course, be ascertained, but 
was supposed to bo destructive, as nearly all of the shells thrown were 
observed to explode within the limits. The enemy’s earth-wmrks, par- 
ticularly the embrasures of his batteries, were very much damaged, and 
two of his batteries, the Chesterfield and one Cemetery Hill, after 
firing a few rounds, 'were compelled to discontinue on account of the 
accuracy and weight ot our fire. As the result of tlie fire, our working 
parties have not been annoyed by the continual shelling of the enemy, 
wdiich they have practiced for the last few days, not a cannon-shot 
having been fired since noon yesterday. 

Very respectlully, your obedient servant, 

E. n. JACKSOli^^, 

Lieut, Col.j Assistant Insjgector- General and Chief of Artillery, 

(Copy to Oapt, Charles H. Graves, assistant adjutant-general, Tenth 
Army Corps.) 


Hhqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Fetershurg^ Va., Sejgtember 15, 1864, 
Oapt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report, in obedi- 
ence with verbal directions from the major-general commanding, and 
54 R R— VOL XLII, PT IT 
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Vitli reference to an indorsement of Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, chief of 
artillery, Army of the Potomac, of this date, on a report of the acting 
chief signal officer of that army : 

1^0 large working parties of the enemy have been discovered by any 
of the battery commanders on the Tenth Army Corps line during the 
last two or three days, and any small working parties in sight have 
been fired at by our artillery, due care having been, of course, taken 
that the ammunition was not uselessly expended. ‘Eo Avorkiug parties 
of the enemy large enough to justify an artillery fire have been seen 
to-day from any of our batteries, but their men can be discovered at 
various places along the line busied iu strengthening their works and 
l)arapets. These men generally work singly or in groups of two or 
three. I have no doubt that from some points on the Second Corps 
line, and even still farther to the left, better views can be had of some 
of the rebel trenches and batteries iu our front than can be obtained 
from the fourteen-gun battery on the works adjacent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JAOKSOK, 

Lieut GoL^ Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Trnth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ V</., September 15j 1864, 

Oapt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjvtant-GeueraJ : 

Captain : 1 have the honor to report all quiet in our front this morn- 
ing. FTo offensive movements have been made Irom our line. A cov- 
ered way has been constructed at the right of Follett’s battery, con- 
necting the trench conveniently. The police of the trenches is good. 
The officer of the trenches reports: 

Diu’iug the tlio eixoiny Avero ongagod in front of Iho rigid, on the right of 

the* ravine, cutting down timber, auc’ ■, ” / ■•v ■ ‘.s directed by the 

colonel commanding, I had the lino ■ g,- ^ irth-works across 

the Prince George road on the left: , ..'.e along the whole 

line. Very little firing during the night. 

Private George Zimmerman, Company K, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volun- 
teers, was mortally wounded yesterday. Eo further casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 0. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio VoUenteers^ Gomdg, First Brigade, 


Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fu., September 15.^ 1864, 

Oapt. Adrian Terry, 

Assistant A dj utant- General : 

Sir: Major Prince, who has been until to-night in command of the 
front line, reports that in his opinion the enemy are putting in a heavy 
gun — ^he thinks an 8-inch columbiad — on my extreme right, the gun so 
placed as to hear on EockwelFs battery. It was reported only at dark, 
and I have not had an opportunity to examine it. 

Very respectfully, 

JOSEPH 0. ABBOTT, 

Colonel Seventh New Hampshire Volunteers^ Comdg, Brigade, 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d Brig., 2d Div., 10th Corps, 

N'o. 31-. ) ifear Petersburg^ Va.^ September 15^ 1864. 

I. Pursuant to x>aragraph II, Special Orders, No. 93, headquarters 
Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, the undersigned hereby assumes 
command of this brigade. All orders heretofore issued Avill remain in 
full force until revoked by competent authority. 

G. PENNYP ACKER, 

Colonel Winety-seventh Peyinsylvania Yohmteers^ Comdg. Brigade. 


Hdqrs. Third Brig., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

¥ear Fetersh^^rg, Yu., September 15^ 1864. 

Capt. P. A. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second D/r., Tenth Army Corps: 
Captain : 1 have the honor to report that the vrorking parties on my 
front have been engaged during the last twenty-four hours in con- 
structing the parapet on tlie line in rear of the one now occupied and 
in collecting material for revetment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. A. OSBORN, 

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers^ Comdg. Brigade. 


Headquarters Eighteenth Corps, 

September 15^ 1864. 


Maj. Theodore Read, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Major: The signal officer at the tower reports: 


A train of pontoon wagons, nine or ten, was seen making for the river at a point 
just above Chanin's Blum They have V^*t. hauled with six i)ontoon boats aiul 
'other pontoon )>ri(lgo eanipmonts, in i •. of tho Ri(‘hmond and Petersbtirg 

turnpike. About 2 a, m. a ram was dibcovered at or rather a little below the Cox 
Ferry earth- work; saw another gun-boat and two tugs come down. have now 
gone uj) the river except the ram. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THEODORE F. PATTERSON, 

First Lieutenant^ Signal Corps^ U. S. Army. 


Circular.] Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Va., September 15, 1864. 

In case the enemy open fire with artillery to-day division commanders 
will order the men of their commands into the trenches with their arms 
for the purpose of safety, as all our batteries along the line will open 
fire. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John Gibbon: 

THEODORE READ, 

Major and Assistant Adjutcunt General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

ISe})temher 15^ 1801 — 12,30 ]>, m, 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

A deserter who came into General Bi^ney^s line this morning vstates 
that 100 mounted scouts, added to a Louisiana company called IMeCul- 
loch Bangers, ai‘e and have heeii for some time in vicinity of City 
Point, keeping concealed in swamps. 

A. A. lIUMPIIBEYa, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarteiis Army of the Po^j^omao, 

Sci)twihcr /6, ISOi — 10 a, m, 

Lieutenant-Genei’al Grant, 

Karjgerh Ferry^ or Washington^ or Baltimore: 

W arren^s reconnaissance was withdrawn yesterday al unit 1 U in. Sig- 
nal officers reported tlie movement of the enemy’s troo[)s toward our 
left at various times yesterday from 0 a. m. till sunset. These were 
believed to be counter movements to meet an expected advance on our 
liart. Tliis view was contirmed by Warren’s pi<^kets on the Vaughan 
road reporting the return of the enemy to Petersburg, and i)y a 
deserter this morning, who states his command left the tomehes and 
moved to their right yesterday afternoon and returned during the night. 
This morning at daylight our cavalry pickets and reserves Avere strongly 
attacked between the Blackwater and the James. At the same time a 
dash was made on the cattle herd at Coggins’ Point, and it is f(^ared 
this herd and its guard has fallen into the enemy’s hands. A prisoner 
taken reports the movement as being executed by Hamilton with three 
brigades of cavalry, who left Stony (3reek Deiiot last night, and after 
crossing the Blackwater took the shortest and mowst direct road to Cog- 
gins’ Point. Immediately on receiving intelligence of this moviunent 
General Davies, commanding cavalry, was directed to pursue with all 
his available force, and a brigade of infantry, with a battery ol* artil- 
lery, was at the same lime sent down the Prince George (kuirt-l louse 
road to re-enforce Kautz. Warnm reports deinomstrations on his front 
this morning, his pickets being driven in, but at last rei)ort he had re- 
established his hue. It is believed this movement was a diversion in 
favor of the cavalry raid. This raid was one which I have (eared for 
some time, as with the limited force of cavalry under my command and 
the great extent of country to be watched 1 have always (*oiisidered 
Coggins’ Point an unsuitable position for the cattle herd, it being liable 
to capture at any time by a coup de main of the enemy in force. Every 
effort will be made to recover the herd or a portion of it. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Septeniber 16, 1864 — 8,05 p, m, (Received 8.10 }). m.) 
Lieut. Col. B. S. Parker, 

Seadqnartcrs Armies of the United States, City Point, Va,: 

In answer to your dispatch of this evening I am instructed to say that 
it is believed the raid of the enemy has terminated with the seizure 
of the cattle herd and that there is supposed to bo now no obstacle 
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to prevent the rebuilding of the telegraph line to Fort Powhatan. At 
any rate, it is thought the construction party had better endeavor to 
reopen the communication. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Harper’s Ferry, September 16, 1864, 

(Eeceived 9 a. m. 18th) 

Major-General Meade: 

If the enemy makes so rich a haul as to get our cattle herd he will be 
likely to strike far to tlie south, or even to the southeast to get around 
with it. Our cavalry wShould either recover what is lost, or else, in the 
absence of so much of the enemy’s cavalry, strike the Weldon road far 
to the south of where it has been destroyed. 

TJ. S. GEANTT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 16, 1861 — 10.80 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Harper^s Ferry: 

Nothing definite has been received from the cavalry, except that 
Kautz reports the enemy retired as soon as they succeeded in driving 
off the cattle irom Coggins’ Point. Kautz is in pursuit on the.Prince 
George Court-House road and Davies on the Jerusalem plauK road 
with all the cavalry that could be collected at the moment. A sup- 
porting force of infantry was sent on both roads. Heavy and distant 
firing was heard about 9 p. m., presumed to be Davies coming up with 
the enemy, but Hampton’s force is so superior to ours and he had so 
much time to get off that I fear nothing will come of the pursuit except 
to harass the enemy. Twenty-ibur hundred head of cattle were cap- 
tured. The affair was evidently the result of a deliberate plan, and 
advantage was taken of Warren’s movement on the presumption our 
cavalry were all on the left. A deserter, who came in this morning, 
says he saw troops passing through Petersburg yesterday, said to be 
part of Early’s force; that Early had sent back G,000 men. I send this 
for what it is worth, but General Butler’s signal officers reported yes- 
terday troops moving into Petersburg on the road from Eichmond. 
With the exception of the cavalry raid and the demonstration on War- 
ren’s pickets this morning the rest of the lines were quiet. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Armies Operatino Aoainst Eichmond, Va., ^ 

September 16, 1864. 

Ool. T. B. Gates, 

* Commanding Post and^ Defenses, City Point, Ya,: 

The enemy has broken through our line near Sycamore Church and 
may dash into City Point. Place all the troops under your control in 
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the best possible position to protect the depot. The olTieer in eoinmaiul 
of engineers will be directed to report to yon for orders in the absence 
of General Benham. Have you any artillery? Reply immediately. 

M. R. PATRICK, 
Fmmt-MarsJia 2- Oeneruh 


Headquarters Post and Defenses, 

City Fointj iVf., i^ejyiember :/6‘, ISO!. 

Brig. Gen. M. R. Patrick, 

Provost-ManhctbGeneral^ Armies operating against Richmond: 

General: I am just in the receipt of the following: 

Colonel: I have just mot a private of the First District of Columbia Cavalry^ 
who was captured. lie says they had 4 killed and about 800 captured ; they also 
got one herd, 2,600 cattle. One man reiiorts that he saw tv. ii j'l- ■ a:-, of infantry 
and a battery of eight guns. The First District is terribly f s . I 'vC • one of their 
captains says he killed a brigadier-general. From what J can hear 1 think the rebels 
are about 5,000 strong, with eight guns. They all belong to llampion^s Legion. 
Generals Kautz and Gregg are after them. There are dcta(*hments of the Third 
Pennsylvania and First District Cavalry be rwoen us and Sycainorc Church. We arc 
at»the forks of the road leading to T.i-.ht-Tin: Point and Fort Powhatan. T will 
return at 2.80 unless I reoeivo other orders irom you. A man just in, who has 
escai)ed, reports the rebels retreating on the r'oad leading to Htony Cre<'k. 1 have 
picketed all the roads on our Hanks and rear. Don’t think City Point is in danger. 
The lines for six miles were assaulted this morning hy three brigades of cavalry and 
eight i)ieces of artillery, nndor command of General William 11. F. Lee and Colonel 
Butler. Captain Gregg, Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, in charge of guard, is 
captured; also Major Baker and 300 First District Cavalry at IHycamore Church. 
The enemy are retreating on the road leading to the Blackwator. This information 
I get from Captain Richardson, in charge of cattle herd. Ca})tain R. says there is 
no doubt but that the rel)els are in full retreat. There has nothing been hoard from 
them since they left with the herd. 

Respectfully, 

W. A. VAN RENWSELAFR, 

Major EUjlUieth New York Infantry. 

Very respectfully, 

T. B. GATES, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Provost-Marstial-General’s Department, 

September JO*, 186d. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: Two deserters liom Wise^s brigade, Busbrod Jolmson’s 
division, have just been forwarded from tbe Tenlli Aimiy Corps. They 
came into our lines on the City Point Railroad at daylight this a. ni. 
They are from the Forty-sixth Virginia. They state that Hoke’s entire 
division withdrew troin the front yesterday afternoon and marcliod to 
the reax to some point on the right of the line; that Wise’s brigade 
moved at 2 o’clock yesterday from a point near Burnside’s mine to tlie 
extreme left, and now lies between the* City Point Railroad and the 
Appomattox River. Johnson’s entire division has been prolonged, and 
the four brigades of Wise, Ransom, Evans, and Gracie are the only 
troops now between the Burnside mine and tlie Appomattox River. 
On the right of the Bui*nside mine Malione’s division is posted, occupy- 
ing* the former position of Heth’s division, wliich also withdrew yester- 
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day afternoon. The following diagram will show the relative position 
of the enemy’s divisions (according to our latest information) up to this 
last change; 
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Deserters to-day report that TToke’wS and ITeth’s divisions have with- 
drawn from the line and moved to the right to defend the South Side 
E.ailroad from a supposed advance of our forces. A part of Wilcox’s 
division is reported to have withdrawn also, hut returned again late 
last evening. One of the deserters from the Porty-sixth Virginia states 
that he was in Petersburg yesterday morning and saw infantry on the 
march that was said to have just arrived from Early’s command; that 
he made inquiries and understood that Early had sent hack 6,000 men; 
did not learn whose command it was or any of the regiments composing 
it. Informants are both intelligent and apparently honest. They 
think a considerable force was sent to the extreme right yesterday to 
fortify against an advance on the South Side road. Do not think auy 
attack is intended on our lines. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. O. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Provo^t-Marshal-General’s Department, 

* Seiiiemher J6, 1864. 

Mjg. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: A conscript deserter from the Thirty-fourth ISTorth Caro- 
lina, Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, came into the lines of the Ninth 
Army Corps about sunrise this a. m. He has oidy been in the army 
since the 28th of last month, and can give very little information. He 
states that yesterday morning about 10 o’clock twobrigadevS (including 
his own, Scales’) moved about a mile to the right in the direction of the 
South Side Eailroad, and returned to their old position again last even- 
ing ; does not know what other brigades went besides Scales’, but it was 
some troops that had been lying in the rear, near Petersburg; that the 
men said our forces were advancing on the South Side Railroad, and 
the movement was to oppose it. About dark yesterday it was reported 
that the cavalry had driven our forces, and the infantry was then 
ordered back to their old i)OvSitions. Scales’ brigade is about a quarter 
of a mile east of the lead-works. Informant states that a part of 
McGowan’s brigade occupied the works left by Scales during the move- 
ment. Informant has no further information of importance ; thinks the 
remainder of the line was quiet yesterday; thinks no re-enforcements 
have arrived lately, except occasional conscripts. Rations as usual. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 
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City Point^ September 1C, JSGJ. 

(Eeceived 9 a. in.) 

General Humphreys: 

I liave just received a prisoner from Seventli Virginia Cavalry. The 
attack -was made this a. in. between daylight and sunlight by Hamp- 
ton’s division of cavalry, throe brigades. The enemy met with no 
resistance until they got to Sycamore Chnrchj in the rear of which was 
the cattle herd. Here they found about a regiment. It is believed that 
the entire herd of 500 head was captured, with little loss to the enemy. 
Hampton’s dmsion was collected during last night at Stony Creek and 
crossed the Blaekwater swamp by the nearest roads they could find to 
Coggins’ Point. Prisoner is not familiar with the country; thinks they 
would go back the same way they came. 

GKOEGB H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel, tOc. 

[Indorsement.] 

TiBADQtTAUTERS, 
Sepieiyrber 1C, ISCI — a. w. 

General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry, near Williams’ House: 

I send you dispatch j ust received from City Poi i it. The oominandiiig’ 
general wishes you to strike the enemy on then.' return, if they are now 
on the return. 

A. A. ITITMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Cliie/ of Slaf. 

Operator at Second Corps headquarters please send. ^ 


City Point, September 1C, 1864, 

John C. Babcock: 

Eeceived here deserters from Seventeenth and Twenty-third Tennes- 
see, Johnson’s old brigade; left their commands on north side of .lames 
Eiver this morning; yesterday a. m. saw Generals Lee and Beauregard 
at Cox’s farm laying out new and sti’onger works ; yesterday p. m. heard 
that there was but one division left in front of J’etersburg, heard their 
officers say so ; that the main part of their army was making a Hank 
movement. On Tuesday the pontoon bridges over the James were 
taken up and then put back again; heard no reason given. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 


September 10, 1804. 

Colonel Sharpe, City Point : 

Deserter to-day from Thirty-fourth BTorth Carolina, Scales’ brigade. 
Enemy moved two brigades to right yesterday, anticipating an attack 
on South Side Eailroad, but returned them again after dark. Scales’ 
was one ; don’t know the other. Two deserters from Forty-sixth Vir- 
ginia, Wise’s brigade, came in this morning. Hoke’s entire division 
withdrew from the trenches yesterday afternoon and moved to the 
right. Bushrod Johnson’s division extends from the Burnside mine to 
the Appomattox, all the force betwexjn those points. Heth’s division 
also withdrawn, and Mahoue’s extended to occupy its iilace. Six thou- 
sand men from Early’s command were seen by deserters to be passing 
through Petersburg yesterday morning going to the right. 

J. C. B[ABCOCK]. 
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Plank Egad Station, 
Septemier 16j 186i — 12.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

At 9 a. m. 100 infantry moved from woods to tlie right of large fort, 
passed on the east side and disappeared on road running westward. 
At 12 m. a train of seventeen wagons came from direction of Peters- 
burg and disappeared on the same road. A detachment of the enemy 
are working upon their lines in vicinity of lead- works. 

H. W. FULTOE, 

JSergeant 


Plank Egad .Signal Station, 

Sepie^nher 16, 1861 — 1,16 p, m, 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

At 1 x>. m. about 700 cavalry moved from woods in vicinity of large 
fort and disapiDcared on road running westward; was six minutes in 
passing. 

H. W. FULTOE, 

iHenjeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 16, 1861 — 6 p, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief 81 (j ml Officer: 

The following has been intercepted: 


Colonel B[eent] : 

One battery drilling in open space, 
bouts above pontoon. 


(Same to A. B.) 


9 A. M. 

One steamer off Point of Rocks, Two gun- 

J. A. S., 

J/ C. 

1.40 p. M. 


Colonel B[uent] : 

The enemy have increased their camps in woods to the loft of open space. One 
steamer above pontoon. 

J, A. S. 


(Same to A. B.) 


n. W. HOLMAN^, 

Sergeant, 


Major Fisher, 

Gli i ef Sign a I Officer : 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 16, 1861 — 6 p, m. 


The following was intercepted: 


5.30 p. M. 


Colonel B[rent]; 

Battery drilling in open space going toward enemy's front in Chesterfield. 


(Same to A. B.) 


H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant, 
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Walthall Signal Station, 

Beptember 16, 186i — 6 p. m. 

Major riSHEK, 

Chief Signal Officer; 

The foUowiug was intercepted : 

3.40 P. M. 

Colonel B[eent] : 

Twenty-one sis-liorse wnsjon? passed Point of Roelc.s ^oinff toward lower pontoon- 
Steamer went down the river and fiomtUe crowd on her dock I think her laden with 
troops. 

J. A. S. 

(Same to A. B.) 

n, w. noLMAF, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 16, 1864. 


Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer; 

Enemy still -woi'king south of lead mine. T think they are throwing 
up a line of works tlicro. All quiet otherwise. 

II. W. HOLMAF. 


IIeadquartrus Army op the Potomao, 

September 16, 1864 — 8.1,6 p. m. 
Commanding Ofpioee Engineer Brigade, 

City Point ; 

The enemy’s cavalry have broken through our line between Mount Zion 
Church and the James Biver and may make a dash toward City Point. 
Colonel Gates, commauditig the inovost-marshal’s troops at City Point, 
is ordei'ed to take command tliere, and yon will report to him with your 
command for the defense. Is there any artillery at City Point? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Oppioe op Provost- Marshal-General, 

. September 16, 1861. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Bepty. Pron. Mar. Gen., at Col GateH' Office, City Point, Va. ; 

General Meade has sent a battery to report to ( iolonel Gates. Retain 
the men now on board of transports until developments of the day are 
seen. General Meade is under the impression the enemy have left, their 
object being to obtain the cattle herd, which they have gotten. Fort 
Powhatan is believed to be safe, as also the Point! Captain Brown is 
on the way to get his guns. He can have them, unless when he arrives 
they may be wanted for defense. Retain for the present your provis- 
ional battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel Hardenbergh. 

By command of provost-marshal-gcneral : 

A. J. DALLAS, 

Captadn and Acting Assistmt Adjutand- General. 
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General Patrick: 

1 have just received the following telegram: 


City Point, Va., Septemler 16^ 186i. 


One of onr line builders just iix from near Fort Powhatan. His teams, men, and 
material are ( ax>tiired. They were attached about 5 a. m. to-day. It is suxipohed 
the cattle herd lU'ar lhat place is also taken. 

T. B. GATES, 

GoloneL 


Headquarters Po'st and Defenses, 

City Fohit, Va., Hepiemher 16y 1864 — 12,10 p, m. 
Brigadier- General Patrkjk, Frovosi-MarHlud^Oencnil : 

General: Major Van Beusselaer, whom I went out this morning in 
command of the cavalry I liad here and the Fifth Regular Cavalry, 
reports that he has advanced as far as Sycamore Church and met no 
enemy. He encountered some of our cavalry pickets, who report that 
the enemy’s for<*e consisted of three brigades, comi^osed of cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery. They say the enemy are retreating with 2,500 
cattle and are ])ursued by Gregg’s cavalry. All quiet here. Colonel 
Sharpe has kei)t you advised of what we were doing here to defend the 
post. 

T. P>. GATES, 

Colonel^ &G. 


^ City Point, Va., September 16, 1804 — 2.20 p. m. 

Brigadier General Patrick, Frovosi-Mamliah General: 

General: (Jaiitain TToysradt has just returned from Fort Pow- 
hatan. Major Lewis, commanding, states that he has a sufficient force 
to defend the works. No enemy has been seen or heard of m his 
vicinity. Telegraphic communication has not been restored- The bat- 
tery from headquarters Army of the Potomac has reported. 

T. B. GATES, 

Colonel, <&c. 


City Point, Va., September 16, 1861 — 1.15 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Patrktc, Frovosi-Marslial-Oeneral : 

General: Major Van Rensselaer and his command have returned. 
The attack on the cattle guard was made at daylight and was a com- 
plete surimise. Some 300 First District of Columbia Cavalry were 
cai^timed, most of them in their beds. Maijor Baker was wounded and 
captured. Another major of same regiment also (*a]>tured, and most of 
the officers of regiment j four herdsmen killed. Will send you a detailed 
report in morning. 

T, B. GATES, 

Colonel, &c. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 16, 1864 — 10.15 a. m. 

Corps Commanders: 

Colonel Sharpe, at City Point, reports that a prisoner from the 
Seventh Virginia Cavalry, brought to him this morning, states that 
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Hampton^s division, three brigades of cavalry, was concentrated last 
night, and moved across Stony Creek and by the shortest roads to 
Cog'ghis’ Point. This is the force that broke through our (‘avalry 
picket-line between Mount Sinai Church and Sycamore Churc'h, and 
captured the herd of cattle on Kuffin’s farm, Coggins^ Point, and is 
probably now on its return to Stony Creek. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September :76‘, lS6i--8,30 a. m. 

Colonel Smyth, 

Commanding Second Dimsion^ Second, Corps: 

The commanding general directs that you send a strong brigade^ im- 
mediately to repoit to CTcneral Kautz, near Prince George Clourt-l louse, 
and hold the remainder of your division ready to move at on(‘e in the 
same direction. Use disxiatch, as the enemy’s cavalry are there in some 
forcie, with artillery. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 1(>^ 1861 — 8,o() a, m, (Received 0 a. m.) 
Major-General Hanoock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The enemy’s cavalry have a1ta(*ked in considerable force our cavalry 
line between the Black water and «lames, and su(*cessfully. Colonel 
Smyth, commanding Second Division of your corps, is ordered to send 
a brigade at once to General Xaiitz, near Prince George Court-House, 
and to hold the remainder of his division ready to move in that direc- 
tion. The order was sent to him direct to save time. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General ayid Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16, lS6i. 

General Humphreys: 

Dispatch received. I understood that Colonel Smyth has sent the 
brigade. I wsent a staff ofticer to ascertain and to see tliat the brigade 
gets on the right road. 

WINF’J) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16, 1804 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

Nothing of importance has tramspired on my line since yesterday 
morning to report. The usual picket-firing has been kept up. Some 
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movements of troops by the enemy were observed yesterday afternoon 
and this morning. They have been reported to headquarters Army of 
the Potomac by the signal officers. 

WINFD S. HANfCOOK, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

Ho you think the fort on the JNorfolk road had better be occupied? 
General Mott tells me that he has been appointed a brevet major- 
general to date from September 9, 1864. He is at a loss to know who 
made him. 

WINFH S. HAN^COGK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 16^ 1861 — 11 a, m. (Eeceived 11.10 a. m.) 
Major-General TIanoooic, 

Gommanding Second Corps: 

The commanding general thinks you had better send some infantry 
to the redoubt on the Iforfolk road, say half a brigade and a battery of 
artillery. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 16, 1864 — 1^ m. (Received 12.05 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Davies has moved all his available cavalry down the plank 
road to intercept llaniptoii^s cavalry on its return. The commanding 
general directs lhat you send a strong brigade with a battery of artil- 
lery down the plank road to the foik of the road leading to Reams’ 
Station to cover the hank and rear of the cavalry during the operation. 
The troops you send will withdraw to their former camp as soon as the 
cavalry returns. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff . 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 16, 1864. (Eeceived 12.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys: 

I have ordered a strong brigade (they are not very strong in the 
Pirst and Second Divisions) to the forks of the plank and Reams’ Sta- 
tion roads with a battery of artillery, to return when the cavalry do. 

WISF’D S. HAlSrCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September' 16, 1861 — 12.15 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Gonmanding Second Corps: 

The commander of the brigade sent down the i)]aiik road should 
report to General Davies and receive his instructions as to the dis- 
position of his troops. If he wshould not find General Davies, who may 
be with his troops in pursuit of the enemy, he will dispose of them 
according to his own judgment. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16, 1864. (Received 1 p. in.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The commander of the brigade sent down the plank road will be 
ordered to report to General Davies if he meets him; otherwise to 
look out for himself according to his best judgment. 

WmFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 16, 1804 — 12.50 p. m. (Received 1 p. m.) 
Major-General Hanco(UC, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The commanding general is ol opinion that the brigade sent down 
the plank road should be not less than 1,500 strong, and if tlie one 
sent is of less strength than that it should be re-enforced. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
3Iajor-Cencral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff; 

The brigade sent down the plank road is more than 1,500 strong, 

WTNFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 16^ 1861 — 3.45 p. m. (Received 4 p* m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Seeond Corps: 

The cavalry pickets between the plank road and ihe Bla(*kwatcr 
have been ordered to be Avithdrawu and the force sent down the plank 
road to join General Davies. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to Major-General Parke.) 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 16) 1864. — 4.15 ih m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of 8 taff: 

I have sent a brigade and battery to the Finn house, on the plank 
road. Have one brigade in the fort on the Horfolk road. 1 have 
directed a picket-line to be established between the Norfolk road and 
the plank road. 


WlNF'l) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Bricadb, Second Army Corps, 

8 ei)temher 16^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. U. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery.^ Army of the Fotomac: 

I liave the honor to report no change observed in the enemy’s lines 
during the past twenty-four hours and no firing. Burton’s (Eleventh 
New York) battery now occupies the work on the right of the plank 
[road] formerly occupied by lUcketts’ (F, First Pennsylvania). 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. KDGELL, 
Captain^ Commanding. 

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general, 
Second Corps.) 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

8 e 2 >tember ICy 186L 

Lieut. Col. Jabies E. McGee, 

Commanding ConsoUdated Brigade : 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have 
your brigade in readiness to move at dusk to the place occupied by 
you on Tuesday night, where the troops wdll bivouat*, until sunrise, 
unless otherwise ordered. A staff officer from these headquarters will 
be at your headquarters at dusk and will conduct the troops. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM, li. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 16 ^ 1864. 

Capt. W. P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant -General^ Second Army Corps: 

Captain: In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, I 
have the honor to report that I now have my line fully cstablislied, with 
the right resting on the Norfolk railroad and the left at the Strong 
house. The different forts along my front are garrisoned with a full, 
complement of men. There have been no changes in the enemy’s line 
during the past twenty-four hours. A constant picket-firing is kept up 
by both sides along my entire front. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. MOTT, 

Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, 
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General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Firth Corps, 

l^exitemler 16^ 186d — 7,15 a, m. 


Tbe eneiny are now skiriniHliing with us on the Vaughan road and 
toward Petersburg. Firing is very light so far. 

G. K. WAEEE^r, 

3Iajor- General j Commanding, 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Hc^Hemher 16^ 1861 — 8,30 a, m. 


The enemy, with a strong skirmish line, are trying to drive mine in 
on the north side, and a portion of the line has fallen back. 
Kespectfully, 

G. K. WAKKEN, 

Major-Oe)ieral, 

(Same to General Parke.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

^Sei)iemher i6‘, 1861 — 9,30 a, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The following dispatch is sent for your inlbrmation. This morning 
at daylight Hampton’s division of cavalry, three brigades, broke 
through our (‘avalry picket-line between Zion and Bycamore Chur(*h 
and carried off, or arc carrying off*, the cattle herd near Coggins’ Point. 
Orders have been given for attacking them: 


HEAJDQUAIiTRKS AllMY OF THE INjTOMAC, SlGNAI. DKPAIITMRNT, 

jSejjicmbey' 10 ^ ISOl, 

Major-General Humpukkys, 

Chwf of 

General; The foUow mg report from the plank road station is respectfully for- 
warded : 


‘‘The remaining camps to the right of and in vicinity of the large fort hoyond the 
Weldon railroad are struck and the men lounging iu rear of works. Indications are 
that a considerahlo force is in woods to the right of the fort. No movements visihlo 
and no working parties in view.” 

Very respectfully, your ohodieiit servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief SUjml Officer, 


A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of tStaff, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 10) 1864, (Eccoived 11.15 u. in.) 

General Huimphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Will you please inform me how many cattle you think were in the 
herd captured by Hamilton'? 

G. K. WABEBN, 

Major-General, 
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IlEADQUAKTERS ARMY OE THE POTOMAC, 

September 16^ ISOi. (Sent 113,15 j). in.) 

Major-General Warren, 

CommanduHj Fifth Corps: 

The cattle herd referred to was Colonel MorgaiPs, eommissary for 
both armies. Probably 2,000 head. AVliether all or part and what 
part was captured 1 do nut yet know. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Ge)ieral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Fietii Army Corps, 

September 16^ 1861 — 5 p. m. 

Major-General Humphrey's, 

Chief of Staff: 

The following is sent tor your information : 

Halifax Road Signal Station— 2.40 p. m. 

Lioutenant-Coloiicl Loc^ke, 

A H8h Ian t . 1 dju tanl-i i oner a I : 

About hair an hour two pieces of artillery passed to the loft on the Boydtou 
I>laiik road, <aiid about 300 men moved hack from the enemy’s skirmish line, 
toward his works hit of the lead-works. The enemy’s works along the Boydtou 
plank road appear to have but few men in them, and no tents as heretofore. 

OKAS. L. DAVLS, 

^ Captain^ Signal Corps, 

G. K. WAKREN, 

Major- Ge7ieraL 


Headquarters Fieth Army Corps, 

September 16, 1864 — 8,30 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief 0 / Staff: 

Reports jiiwst received from our extreme picket- posts state that all is 
quiet in bunt. Enemy have not been seen since this morning on the 
Reams’ Station road, and have only a picket in sight near the forks of 
the other road, west. 

G. K. WARRENT, 

Ma jor- Genera (, Comma nding. 


Headquarters Fieth Army Corps, 

September 16, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Grieein, 

Commanding First Division: 

General : The major-general commanding directs that your troops 
be held in readiness for action at any moment, as they may be called 
upon this morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ A. S. MARVISr, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 


,56 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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General Griffin: 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Seiytemher 16, 1861 — 7 a, m. 


If tlie enemy makes any serious demonstration to onr left of your 
position 1 wish you at once to make disposition to meet it and let me 
know. 

EespectfuUy, 

G. K. WAEEENT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 16, 1861 — 0 a. m. 

General Ayres : 

Don’t give the enemy’s pickets any rest till they fall back and our 
line is re-established. They may be getting batteries in position to 
open in connection with an attack on the west and south later in the 
day. We must get the earliest possible intelligence of them. 
EespectfuUy, 

G. K. WAEUEN, 

Major- GeneraL 


Headquarters Second Division, Pifth Army Corps, 

September 16, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjataut-Gencral, Fifth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that Colonel Winthro]) has 
shoved out the picket lino, and it is established as before. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. r>. AYiniS, 

JSri ga <1 1 er- Gen er<( /, Com m a n <l i ng 
(Copies forwarded to General Humphreys and General Parke.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
September 16, 1861, (Eeeeived 7 a. m.) 
Brigmlier-General Crawford, 

Commanding Third Division, Fifth Army Corps : 

General : The inajor-general commanding directs that you hold your 
troops in readiness for action at any moment they may bo called upon 
through the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. S. MAEVIN, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters ISTinth Army Corps, 

Siptember 16, 1864. 


I have the honor to report that all was quiet on my front during the 
past twenty-four hours, excepting some skirmishing on the left, whi<Ji 
began about 7.30 a. m. It commenced on General Warren’s front and 
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gradually extended to our line. The enemy advanced a line of skir- 
mishers. I directed that our line be re enforced, if necessary, and line 
maintained. The firing has ceased. INo change in position of enemy 
opx)osite our cente*' ond left has been observed. Two vedettes Forty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers are reported missing. Probably de- 
serted in the night, although no trace of arms or accouterments are to 
be found. A <ieserter fl?om the Thirty-fourth INorth Carolina, Scales’ 
brigade, came in about daylight this morning; conscrii^ted August C; 
says that about 10 a. m. yesterday his division was moved to their 
right; moved back in the evening to their old x)Osition; Avas posted as 
vedette this a. m. 

JNO. G. PAPKE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Head(;)Lta.etees Ninth Army Corps, 

September 16, 1861. 

Major-General Warren: 

Dispatch of 8.30 just received.^ The enemy has been i>ressing our 
skirmish line on tlie left. 1 have directed it to be re-enforced, if neces- 
sary, and held to the last. 

JNO. i\. PAPKE,^ 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

jSeptember 16^ 1861 — 10.10 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Army Corps: 

The left of my line Avas retired somcAAdiat, but the division commander 
reports that it has been advanced again in conjunction with the right 
of your line, 

JNO. G. PAPKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 16^ 1864 — 7.40 a. m, 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomae : 

Peports from General Kautz show a shaip attack on his line of pickets 
between Zion ('hurch and the James Piver at daylight this morning, 
in Avhich at least two companies have been used up. Colonel Wil- 
son, chief commissary of subsistence, reports that he is informed that 
the large cattle herd near Coggins’ lN)int has been atta(*ked and prob- 
ably is now being driven ofi*. The commanding general directs that 
you get together all your available for(*e and attack the parties and 
endeavor to recover the cattle. You will leave the force you have on 
picket. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major- Ge^ieral and Chief of Staff. 

The operator at Second Corps headquarters will send this by orderly 
to General Davies, at General Gregg’s headquarters. 

* Soc Wavren to IIumx)hreys and Paiko, p. 864. 
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HEADQUAIITER^:^ SeOOND DIVISION, Oavalry ('ok PS, 

JSrptembcr 10^ 186L 

Maj. Geii. A. A. IIttmpiireys, 

Chief of Staffs Armij of the Potomac: 

General: Upon the inforimitioii in your last coiuniuiiicalioii,^ I will 
move all the available force of this division <l()\vu the Jerusahuti plank 
road, instructing General Kaxit% to move oul. in pursuit, with a view 
to cutting them oft*l)etw<icn here and the river. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serva-nt, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jk., 

BrUjadier-Oeneral of Yolimtecrs^ Commamiiuij, 


Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 
Septernher :/6‘, I8()i — 10,15 a, m, (Received 10.30 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalryj near Williams^ JJonfio : 

A brigade of infantry and a battery of artillery has been sent to 
General Kautz. He rei)orts that he will move with all his available 
force against the enemy in the direction of Sycamore Church, leaving 
the infantry at Prince George Court-House. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 1(>^ 1801 — 112 m, (Received 1 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General Davies, 

Communding Cavalry: 

General Hancock is directed to send a strong brigade of infantry and 
a battery of artillery down the plank road as iar as the brnneh road to 
Reams^ Station to cover tlie dank and rear of your cavalry during its 
operations. The commander will b(i directed to K^port to you ii* he 
should dud you ; if not, to i)ost his troops according to his own Judg- 
ment. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Oe^ieral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry C'orps, 

September i6’, 1861, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Your disiiatches have been received, and a later one from 
General Kautz stating i>art of his x)icket-linc has been cutoff. 1 have 
sent one brigade down the Jerusalem iilank road to cover it as far awS 
tlm NTottoway River. With the other and Kautz^s command 1 shall 
move through Prince George Court-House toward Cockers Mill, and 
scour the country between the James and Blackwuter. 

Respectfully, 

11. E. DAVIES, JR., 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Soe 9.20 a. m., p. 856. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Septeniher 16^ 1864 — 3,15 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Com m an d i n(j (ja xm Try : 

(Throngli headquarters Second Corps.) 

A dispatch from General Kautz, at Sycamore Church, at 12.30 p. m., 
states that the enemy’s cavalry jiassed through there with the cattle 
about sunrise, taking the road leading south. The commanding gen- 
eral considers that the cavalry force picketing between the i)laiik road 
and the Blackwater may be withdrawn and united with your force in 
pursuit of the enemy. General Kautz is directed to that effect, but he 
is so far oft* that much delay would occur in waiting for it to be done 
through him. You will jdease have it done direct to save time. You 
will, of course, call on the infantry brigade for support should you 
need it. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Ghief of 

P. S. — Any staff* officer at General Davies’ headipiarters will proceed 
to <*.arry out this order about the pickets if General Davies should be 
absent. 

A. A. H., 

Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

Prootorl^^ Jenxmlem Plank Poad^ September 16\ 786 1 — 10,30 p, m, 

(Received 2 a. m. 17th.) 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, 

General: I reached this point at 12.30 p. m. ; hence sent a brigade 
down the (Tusalem ■i)lank road to intercex)t the enemy. I met them at a 
point about live miles hence, amldrovethem about amile to the vicinity 
<)t‘ llawkinsville, where they were found strongly posted behind earth- 
works, and having in their front an impassable swamp. I moved down 
t he rest of my command to that point on being informed that they were 
in force, but found it iinpovssible to dislodge them. 1 learned from a 
inhsoner that tlie force on my front was W. H. P. Lee’s division. From 
what 1 learned of the movements of the cattle train and the time occu- 
pied, I concluded it was us(‘less to make further attempts to recapture 
on tliat road. I therol'ore returned to this point, whence I sent a bri- 
gade to Stony (’reek to endeavor to intercept the head of their column 
l)y that route. I have had no communication Avith General Kautz, but 
1 have sent a staff* officer to ascertain his whereabouts and how he is 
doing, with instructions, il* he has no x)rospects of overtaking them 
shortly, to return to J^rince George Court-House. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 
Briyad I er- General^ Commanding, 



m 


OPEHATtONB 11^ SE. VA. AKD N. 0. 


lOait. tiv* 


llEADQUAUTJEUgJ SEiOOKB DIVISION, OAVALUY CoRPS, 

l^^eptemher 16y ISOd. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry Dii^ision : 

General : 1 have the honor to report that the enemy have opened 
upon us with their artillery; but one gun thus far has been discovered. 
They seem to have quite a strong position, but with some help we may 


do something. 

Very respectttilly, 


ir. C. WBIB, 
jiMsiHia )ht uA.(lj Hi an t- 0 en oral. 


P. S. — They (enemy) still hold barricades. We heard one shot, sup- 
posed to l)e Kautz, on the h‘ft. 

II. 0. WKUL 


IlDQRS. Second Bkkl, SiCi’oM) Div., Cavalry Cok^ps, 

S(^ptnnher iiSv;/. 

Capt. fl. C. Weir, 

A^Hsistant Ad}ii?tanf’(ieneraU tiecoM Divinion^ Cavalry C0/7M*: 

I have the honor to report all quiet along the line of Thirteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. Captain Seip, commanding ])i<*kets Second 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, furnishes the following: 

Lieutenant Lynch, on duty ou the Lee’s Mill road, reports that all was <iui(^t alonj^ 
his line up to 4 o’clock this :!.or ir.i.'* \ few rebels iiuuh* th(‘ir ai>])(‘aran(*o on his 

extreme left. He observed at 2 a. ni. in a southeasfm’ly dheetiou. 

There was considerable firins? by (xeiicral Ivnut/Zs i)ick<‘ts some distan(*e from Ins 
lines. A few wagons were heard on the left of plank roa<l. Nothing has l>(‘en s(‘en 
or heard of the party of rt^bels that broke through (leiieral Kautz’s (‘oimnand. 

I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

(h II. HMITII, 

Colonel^ (Ummandlng llrigadv. 




Head(^uarters Hk(M)NI) Division (Uvalry, 

Hvptemher 10\ IHfjf, 

Respectfully forwarded ibr information of the general (‘ommanding. 
It is very quiet on right of my line. 


II. D. DAVlKtr^, Jn., 

Briijadier-ihmeral 0 / VohinieerH^ Commanding, 


City Point, JSleptmher /6*, hsfjf, 

Major-General Butler : 

Hamilton’s division, three brigades of <».avalry, made an attack on our 
left this morning and captured the cattle herd near Coggins’ Point. 
It is thought at headquai*ters Army of the Potoma<*. that City Point 
may possibly be attacked, and the (piestion is askeo of Colonel Gates, 
commanding the post, if there is any artillery here. There is none. 
It is suggested by Colonel Parker, of General (iranVs staff, that the 
same be reported to you, and that a request be mane to have such dis- 
position made of the gun-boats as will remedy the want of artillery 
here. 

GEORGE H. .SHARPE, 

Colonel^ (JLu 
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Hdqrs. Dept, op Viuaimk akp Kokth Oapolina, 

September 16^ 1864. (Deceived 10.50 a. in.) 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Promst-Marslial'Oeyieralj Gity Pohiij Va.: 

I Lave sent a copy of your dispatch about the probable attack at 
City Point to Caj)t. M. Smith, U. S. Navy, ui) the liver, and directed 
General Graliain to move his army gun-boats now in the Appomattox 
at once to City Point to co-operate in case of an attack. 

By order of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 

Acting Chief of Staff. 


IlEAlXiXTARTEKS TEISTH AEMY CORPS, 

SqU ember 16^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Amsiant Adjutant- General : 


Nothing new on niy line. The enemy have mounted a gun, appar- 
ently an 8-ineh colunibiad, en barbette, bearing on Eedoubt No. 3. 
Will try and dismount it during the morning. 

D. B. BIENlEY, 

Major-Gcnerah 


' JlEAP(iXTARTERS TENTII ARMY CORPS, 

Sei)iember 1(j\ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

^ L inf a n t A dj at a n t- G en era I : 

Another desert <n‘ says that during yesterday and last night regiments 
wow picked from Hoke’s division and marched to the left [of] our line 
m^ar \V<ddon railroad. He thought that four regiments were taken. 
This was not substantiated by other deserter, Imt he seemed a bright 
fellow and eonlideiit of fact. 

1). B. BTDNEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va., September 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Seth Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 

(Jeneral: Tn reply to the circular from headquarters Army of the 
I\)toma(J, J have the honor to recommend that the redoubts on my line 
be named, (commencing on the right, McGilvery, Biooks, Plimpton, 
Henderson — in honor of Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery, chicT of artillery 
of the corps, who died from ehects of wounds received at Deep Bun, 
August 10, 18()4; of Eirst Lieut. J. Howard Brooks, First New York 
Engin(*.ers, killed August 5, 18G4, while in i)erformanee of his duty on 
Redoubt No. 2; and of Lieutcmant-Colonel Plimpton, Third New Uam])- 
shire Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. T. A. Henderson, Seventh New llam])- 
shiro Volunteers, both killed August 16, 1864, at the battle of Deep 
Bun. These gentlemen have an unblemished reputation in the army, 
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and tlieir memories are deeply clierislied by their brothers in arms, and 
their names have been selected with great niianimity as to the pccTtliar 
features and merit of the intended honor. 

I am, general, yonr obedient servant, 

D. r>. BTENEY, 
Major-dfciiei al^ Commandmg. 


TIdqks. FinsT Brig-., First Dtv., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petcrshnrg. 8e]}teniber 7^, 186 i, 

Capt. A. Terry, 

As^slstant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I liave the honor to report all quiet on the line of my com- 
mand. No movements of importance, eitlier oUeusive or defensive, 
have been made from our lines, nor seem to have been from the enemy\s. 
The officer of the trenches reports: “Nothing except the usual phdcet- 
hring has occurred during the night along the brigade.^’ No casualties 
have occurred in the last twenty-four houis. 

Kespectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Yohmtee^'s^ Gorndg, First Brigade, 


Special Orders, (irnQRS. Seoond Drv., IOttt Army Corps, 

No. 1)5. j Ifear Petersburg^ Va,^ Septe^nher 76, 186i, 

t m ^ Xs Xc X 

YII. Col. Bufus Baggett, One hundred and sev(mteenth New York 
Volunteers, will assume command of the First Brigade, Second Division, 
during the temporary absence of Col. N. M, Curtis. 

if * X' X” * 

By order of Brig. Oen. B. S. Foster: 

\\ A. DAVlvS, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-CeneraL 


IIkadqitarters Arm\ op the PoT<)MA(\ 

Septmiber 16^ 1861, (Went 3.15 [>. m.) 

Major-Oreneral Gibbon, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

If any officiers of high rank belonging to the Eighteenth Coi*i)S were 
killed at Cold Uarboror Petersburg the commanding general desires 
to have them names, in ord(T to name three redoubts on our line around 
Petersburg. These redoubtiS are on the front formerly oecnpi(sl by the 
Eighteenth Corps. Please let me have an early reply,* as the list is full, 
with the exception of the three mentioned. 

A. A. IIUMPllEEYB, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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IlATCnER^H, Ya., Sejytember 16 j 1864, 

(Eeceived 10.05 p. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys : 

The only officer of high ritnk in thin corps who has not a redoubt 
named after him on this line is Col. G. A. Stcdman, Eleventh Connec- 
ticut, mortally wounded Augusts, at Petersburg. I have the names of 
several captains, which I can send, should you desire it. 

JOHN GIBBON, 

Major- General, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

• September 16^ 1864, 

Major-General Gibbon: 

An order has been issued ordering the Twenty-second TJ. S. Colored 
Troops to report to Major Ludlow, Hutch Gap. A copy will be sent 
you. 

E. S. HAYIS, 
Assistant Adjtitant- General, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 16^ 1864 — 6 a, m, 

Capt. H. C. Wetr, 

As^sisfant Adjntant-Qeneralj Second Cavalry Division: 

('’ATTAIN: I have to report that my pickets have been driven back 
from their line from Mount Sinai Church to the Powhatan stage road, 
and the couinianding officer of the Eleventh Pennsylvania (Javalry 
thinks <piite a number of horses have been cai>tured. There was an 
atta(dc on the line of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry last night, in 
which the force was estimated from thirty to seventy strong. The 
])resent atta(*k 1 do not yet consider serious, as the reserves have not 
been disturbed yet. I think the attack is in retaliation for those we 
killed the other day. 

Very resj)ectfully, &c., 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ. 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division, 


Headi^uarters Cavalry Division, 

September 16, 1861 — 7 a. m, 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

A ss is taut Adjntan t- Gen era I : 

Captain; The enemy have iiushcd in on the Powhatan stage road 
and <mt oil the First District of Columbia Cavalry. We have had 
no communication with them this morning. The iiring is quite lively 
in the direction of the Powhatan stage load. A squadron of the Third 
N(^w York has just been sent out on the stage road and seems to have 
found the rebels holding the intrenchments at the cross-road of the 
City Point and Powdiatan stage road. The tiring at present has ceased, 
and Colonel Ja(‘obs’ message says that he had ordertHl the enemy dis- 
lodged. I am fearful that the First District of Columbia may be 
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entrapped, as tlieir position lias always been an exposed one. Should 
such prove the case, the enemy could best be intercepted on the 
Jerusalem plank road on tlieir return. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier^ General^ Com mcmding. 

I send a dispatch just received. The liring is receding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Sejyt ember 16 ^ 18 6 i — 7.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Botomac : 

General: The enemy have advanced to the cross-roads wliere the 
Powhatan stage road and the Mount Sinai and City Point road cross. 
They have thus cut off the First District of Columbia Cavalry at 
Sycamore Church. Citizens in from the vicinity of the picket-line say 
the enemy have two pieces of artillery. A courier just in, who was 
sent to communicate with the First District of Columbia Cavalry, 
returns and rejiorts that he could not get through, as he met tliree 
coinxianies of rebel cavalry on the road leading from Mount Sinai 
Church to City Poiiir. I have sent the Third Few York to o^ien com- 
munication with the First District of Columbia Cavalry. The enemy’s 
ihckets have taken up posts in Iront of Mount Sinai Ciiur(*h. Tlie line 
to the west of Mount Sinai Churciriias not been molested since early 
last night. 1 have communicated all I know up to the iiresent tinu^ to 
General Gregg. It is needlesvS to say that I have no for(*e to resist a 
serious attack, I believe tlie enemy to have i>lamHHl the cajffurc of the 
First District of Columbia Cavalry, which I think was tlunr object, and 
1 feai' they have succeeded. Th<‘ reports go to show that the entire 
line was attacked about daylight from about a mile east of Mount 
Sinai Church to Sycamore Ciiur<*h. 

Verv respectfully, your obedi(mt servant, 

AUGUST y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 

P. S. — ^There has been but very little firing since your staff offi(*er 
left here, and what has been heard seems to be receding. 


HEADQirARTERS ARMY OE THE POTOMAO, 

September 10, ISOi — 8 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Bhmiooi: 

Have you heard from your regiment at Cocke’s Mill? Whatiwer 
available force you have should be sent in that direction to attem}>t 
the recovery of the cattle if i)ra<iticable. 

A. A. HUMPIIKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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8 A. M, 

I have sent you all the information 1 have received from the regi- 
ment at Sycamore Church. 1 hear the enemy’s lU'tillery, which 1 judge 
to he at Green’s house, on the stage road. 

Very respectfully, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigad ier- OeneraJ. 


nEADQUAUTEES GAVALEY DIVISION, 

September 16^ 186i — 8.30 a. m. 

Capt. n. 0. Weie, 

Asahtant A(ljuia)ht~Genera]^ Second Cavalry Blmsion: 

(Jai^tain: The atta(‘k has developed itself as a foray on the cattle 
held and the First District of Columbia Cavalry, although nothing 
delinite has been heard from that direction, as the enemy hold the road 
at Rollins’, and I lu^ar the enemy’s artillery, which I judge to bo about 
(Srreen’s house, this side of Eollins’. The Third New York has been 
sent down there to hold them in check, and if possible to drive them 
back. The attack on the Fifth, which was obscure as to place, I think 
was near the railroad, and L judge only to have been a demonstration 
to draw attention from the attack on tlxe cattle. I did not know that 


the <*attle were there until this morning. I still hold the line from a 
mile or two east ol* Mount Sinai Chur(‘h to your line. Not more than 
thrive comi)anies have been re])orted at one place, but the attack was 
general all along the line east of Mount Sinai Church. The enemy’s 
pi(‘kets are in sight, in front of Mount Sinai. I have sent all the infor- 
mation 1 have to army head(]uarters. They have just sent an infantry 
l>rigadeto report to me. I will imsh down the Powhatan road with 
the cavalry and leave the infantry to hold Prince George Court-Uouse. 


f'ery respectfully, &c. 

AUCmST V. KAUTZ. 


Bri ga d ler- Gen oral. 


llEABQirAETBES AEMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

September i6‘, 180 J — S.dO a. m. 

Brigadier-General Katitz, Commanding Cavalry Division: 

Colonel Smyth, (*ommanding Se(*oiKl Division, Second Corps, is 
ordered to send you a l)rigade of infantry immediately, and to hold the 
remaind(‘r of his^livision ready to follow. General Hunt will send you 
a battery of artillery. So far as you have learned, will the brigade be 
suifuatmt for you to attack and drive off the enemy about Mount Zion 
[Sinai] Chur<*ii, or will you recpiire the division®^ The whole division is 
not more than 3,000 strong. 

’ A. A. nUMPHEEYB, 

Major-Qmeml and Chief of Staff. 


IlEAlXitrABTEKS OAVALEY DIVISION, 

September 16^ 1801 — 8,50 a, m. 

Major-General Uempiibeys, Chief of Staff’: 

(Jeneral: Your note of H.-IO a. in. lias been received. I will leave 
. tlie iulantry brigade and the ai+illery at Prince George Court-House 
and coiieiutratc all the cavalry 1 can, and with a section 1 will push 
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down to Sycamore Ohurcli, if possible. I cannot tell liow imicli force 
tlie enemy liave, but J siispect they must have two or tliree regiments. 
I fear the enemy will be gone before 1 can get there, as 1 suspect the 
whole movement to be the eai)ture of the (*attle and the First District 
of Oolumbia Cavalry. 

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General, 


ITeabquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Heptemher i6*, 

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, 

GommaiuVmg GamJry Dirision: 

General: The general commanding directs me to say a dispatcn 
from headquarters Army of the Potomac indicates that an attack has 
been made on the cattle herd at Coggins’ Point. You will, after 
strengthening your ihcket-line, send a strong party to Cocke’s Mill to 
obtain information, and follow to that point with tlie rest of your com- 
mand and attack the enemy, and delay their movements if practicable. 
The Second Division will move to that point and be guided by what- 
ever information you can obtain. Send reports as often as you can 
learn anything of consequence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. 0. WEIll, 
Assifitant u I (Ijnfaii t- Genera L 


IlEAlX^TTARTERS CAVALRY DlVISTON, 

/September 76‘, I SGI — .9.75 a. m, 

Oapt. II. 0. Weir, 

Afiitiftfant Adjniani-General: 

Captain: Your disi)atch has been rccciv(‘d. I had alrea’dy made 
my arrangements to move down to Sycamore Church with the Third 
New York and Eleventh Pennsylvania to try and <‘ommuuj<‘n.te with 
the First District of ( ’olumbia Cavalry. I have sent yon all the inlbr- 
mation I imssessed iq) to thci)resent time. I hav<‘ no doubt the cattle 
guard and the First District of Columbia Cava-lry have be(Ui (*aptnr(xl 
or routed, as they were not calculated to otfer much resistan(*(s post(Ml 
as they wei‘e. I shall leave the Fifth Pennsylvania as it is. A brigade 
of infantry will hold Ihinee C<‘orge Court- liouse whilst I mov<Mlown 
the stage road. 

Veiy respee.tfully, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
BrUjadkr-iteneraU Conmanding I)i vision. 


HBABqUARTERS ARMY OF THE P()TOMA<^, 

September Uk tSG4 — 10 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Gommanding Garalrg J)ivisio7i: 

A report from Colonel Sharp<^., deputy x)rovostrmarshal at City Point, 
telegrai)hs that he has just rc<ieiv(Kl a prisoner from Seventh Virginia 
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Cavalry, who states that Hampton’s division, tliree hri.nnd<v-<. was con- 
(»eiitrated last night, crossed Stony Creek, and moved on the shortest 
line toward the Coggins Point. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of ktaff. 


Rollins’ Housl, [Sej^temUr 16^ 186i]— 11.30 a. m. 
Mnjor-Coneral 1 1 itmpiireys. 

Chief of 8taf\ Army of the Potomac : 

(tICNLRAL: IVIr. Rollins iidbrms me that Major Belcher stopped at his 
house and said that their force was 14,000 strong; that they had cav- 
alry and infantry; that they ca.ptured 2, tOO h(‘ad ol* cattle, and that the 
First District of Columbia Cavalry had escaped in the direction of Fort 
Powhatan. Major l>(4(*her is in command of the Mounted Home Guards. 
Mr. Rollins says about o,000 of the enemy passed his house toward 
City Point and returned. .V portion of the enemy’s force left this road 
near hen^ g'oing toward the Blackwater, said to be about a brigade. 1 
have not yet learned the road on which the main force passed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigad ier- Genera L 

P. S. — I have only about 500 men and two pieces of artillery. 


Headquarters, 

Bycamore Churchy Heidemher Jo) 1861 — IJ^.30 p.m. 
Major-( 1 eneral I Iumphu e vs, 

Chief of Htaf] A^ony of the Potomac : 

General: Gemwal Hampton has captured all the cattle and taken 
them away on the road leading south from this point. I shall pursue 
them and endeavor to annoy them a’s much as possible. About 150 of 
th(^ First District of Columbia Cavalry have been captiii'ed. About 100 
are now (H)llect(Hlhere under Captain tSpeers, First District of Columbia 
(^avalry. Four dead of his regiment are lying here, and he has also 
about t(m or more wounded. The attack was only to cax)ture the cattle, 
and they did not seem to care much for the prisoners. They have 
several hours the start of me. The cattle left here about sunrise. I 
do not think they can drive the cattle very far belore they break down. 
Majors Baker, Cloudman, and Captain Gregg, are reported captui*ed. 
Very resi)ectiully, &c., 

AUGUST Y, KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September IGj 1864 — 3 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

Your r(^port of 12.30 p. in. from Sycamore Church is received. The 
commanding general thinks that as General Davies has moved down 
the plank road in pursuit of the enemy, your force picketing between 
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tlie plank road and the Blackwater may be drawn in and sent to join 
General Davies. Please have it done and orders issued for the prompt 
movement of the force down the plank road to join General Davies, as 
it can reach him more readily than you. You had better direct the 
brigade of infantry sent you this morning to follow and support you. 
I will also notify the staff at General Davies’ lieadquarters to draw in 
your pickets bet’^veen plank road and Blackwater and send them to Gen- 
eral Davies 5 but I do not know that he has left any staff at his head- 
quarters. 

A. A. TIUMPIIBBYS, 
Major-Oeneral a)id Chief of IStaff. 

A detachinent of 500 cavalry, under the command of Major Van Eeiis- 
sellaer (Sixth United States and Third Pennsylvania), i)art of provost- 
marshal-general’s force at City Point, has been ordered to follow and 
join you. 

A. A. H. 


Headquauters Army of the Potomao, 

September 16^ lR6i — 3.30 m. 

Brigadier-General Katttz, 

Commanding Cavalry Diinsion^ oiear Sycamore Clinreli: 

It was erroneously reported to me that the force under Major Van 
Kensselaer was 500 strong. It is less than 100 strong, and the order to 
it has been countermanded. 

A. A. ITUMPTIRKYS, 
Major-deneral and Chief of Staff. 


IlEAnQXTARTERS SE(M)NI) GAVALRY BRUiADK, 

Mount Sinai Churchy September 76, y.S6/. 

Captain Ason, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General : 

The rebels have c<'Ttainly been in our rear and up th(‘ si ago road for 
some distance. 1 can’t hear from IMajor Baker, and do not believe^ that 
a messenger could get through. The rebel pickets are om^-quarhu’ of 
a mile in advance of ours on Powhatan road. Tln^ time of atta(*k looks 
more serious than anything that has yet occuiTe<l. Comi)ani(\s D and 
B, Eleventh PciinsylVania Cavalry, have lost nearly all their horses; 
at least eighty, we think. Ca])tain Titus has about forty-live more at 
the cross-road, but we have no men to send out on reconnaissance, and 
really don’t know what the rebs are doing. 

Yours, 

WETIIKKILL, 

Major. 


Mount Sinai Ciiuroji, September J8(U—r).15 a. m. 
Major Wetherill, 

Commanding Brigade: 

Major: 1 have just received a report that Companies B and I) have 
been driven off* their position and have fallen back toward E Con)ii)any, 
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The rei)ort came from E Company by a sergeant. I have ordered Com- 
pany M to go down immediately. Will let you know as soon as I get 
more definite information. There has been no firing for fifteen minutes. 

Eespectfully, 

FRANKLIN- A. STRATTON, 

Major ^ Commanding Eleventh Fennsylvania Cavalry. 

All is quiet here. It hardly seems a serious attack. A man just in 
from Captain McFarlands company says those two companies have been 
driven back on the straight road (stage road) for a mile; thus therebs 
are in between E and the old post of 11 and B. Many hox'ses are lost 
in Companies I) and B. The enemy are reported as coming up the 
main road, this behind E, but I haven’t this certain. 

[Indorsement ] 


5.30 A. M. 

Respecitfully referred to Major-General Humphreys for his informa- 
tion. 

The attack seems to be for some distance along the line. 

Very respectfully, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Ar±y op the Potomac, 

September 17^ 1864 — 2 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Harperh Ferry: 

I vsend you the reports* of Generals Davies and Kautz, in command 
of the cavalry sent in pursuit of the enemy, by which you will find the 
eiuMuy was i)re])arcd for any attemi)t on our part to recapture the cat- 
t le. The distance to be marched — over fifteen miles in Dayies’ case and 
thirty in Kautz’s — would have prevented any infantry force from reach- 
ing the scene of action in time. This consideration, together with the 
undeveloped movements of the enemy toward his right and my left, 
])revented me from detaching any considerable force of infantry to aid 
in the attempt to recover the cattle. These movements have been pre- 
viously reported, being the moving of a comsiderable body of infantry 
and artillery on theBoydton plank road on the 15th instant, the return 
of vhich is as yet unknown. In addition, deserters, particularly one 
from th(^ north side of the James, state it was reported by their offi- 
cers Le<^ was making a great fiank movement, and to-day Colonel Siiarpe 
sends in formation (dis])atch transmitted) that the Government emifioyes 
in Richmond had been ordered to Petersburg. Yesterday I informed 
yon signal ofinters north of the Appomattox reported the movement 
into Peters])urg of troops on the Richmond road, and a deserter stated 
he had about the same time seen troops marching through Petersburg, 
vsaid to be part of Early’s forces, who, it was stated, had sent back 0,000 
troops. There may be nothing in all this, but so many reports from 
dilfercmt sources would lead to the conclusion that some movement is 
on foot/ — whether it be oifensive, or whether it is, that seeing in our 
journals the reports of large accessions daily received by this army, 

« Soo pi7. sk, 896. 
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Leo is merely i)repiiring for lui anticipated extension of our lines, I am 
unable to say; but the existeiice of these reports and the nioveiuenls 
known have combined to produce caution on iny x^art during* your 
absence. I deem it proper to call your attention to the small force of 
cavalry under my command. For ordinary purposes, and were the 
enemy without cavalry, it would be ample, but in the luesencc of the 
enemy^s superior forces, this arm of the service is unable to accomplish 
anything. In yesterday^s operations the lowest estimate of th(‘. enemy’s 
forces made by prisoners and deserters is 0,000, and called suddenly, as 
our troops were, without time to draw in i)ickets and detachiueuts, 
I question whether the combined commands that went in pursuit 
amounted to 3,000. With this superiority, a knowledge of the (*ountry, 
and preparations made to meet ]uirsiiit, it is hardly fair to c\ j)e(it much 
more than what was accom^dished, though 1 Jiopcd the diHicuItyof 
driving the cattle and the chances of war might prove more favorable 
to us. There is nothing else to report up to this hour. 

a MO. (I. MEADE, 

« Major-Qmcral^ CommamUng. 

P. S. — General Lirney has just telegraphed that a des(n'ter, in this 
morning, reports Hoke’s division withdrawn from his front, ami that it 
has gone to General Lee at Kearns’ Station. This may mean General 
W. il. F. Lee, commanding cavalry, and to cover tln^ withdrawal of the 
cavalry, or it may be i)art of an ohensive movement. 


[IndohiiK* I 

City Point, ticptemhvr 17^ — / p, 

Major-General 1 IirMUiiKE ys : 

Yesterday evening (he baUaliou of Government (‘luployes in Kieh- 
mond were ordered to assemble this morning with (he understanding 
that they Avould be sent to Petersburg. ltei)orts will shoi’tly be sent 
you. 

SUAKPE, 

(JoloncL 


yKl>TKMBKU 17, I8()4. 


Colonel Shaupjb, 

City Foint : 

. Deserters to-day from Wise’s and Ransom’s brigades, of Johnson’s 
division, corroborate fully tlie information re(‘eived yesterday ol* the 
movement of Hoke’s division to the right — supposed to Reams’ *18 tation; 
also movement of other trooi^s from Hill’s (iorps. A large for<*e oi‘ in- 
fantry, at least four or five brigades, from some i)oint north of tlu^. Ai)po- 
mattox, passed through Petersburg on Wednesday eve and Thursday 
morning last. Eight prisoners sent in to-day from cavalry — represent- 
ing that W. H. F. Lee’s and Butler’s divisions of cavalry and two bat- 
talions of artillery comprised the late raiding party, Ham])ton in com- 
mand and W. H. F. Lee holding plank road to save their being <‘ut off. 

J. 0. B[ABCOCK]. 
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Headquarters Arjviy of the Potomac, 
Proyost-Marskae-Generad’s Department, 

Sejptembcr 17 ^ 186 L 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The following prisoners of war have been forwarded: 
One from the Third NTorth Carolina Cavalry, BarringePs brigade, W. 
H. F. Lee’s division; three from the Filth N'orth Carolina Cavalry, Bar- 
ringer’s brigade, W. H. F. Lee’s division, taken near Hector’s house, on 
the Jerusalem plank road; also forwarded from Kautz’s division, two 
from McGregor’s battery, Stuart Horse Artillery; one from Second 
Nforth Carolina Cavalry, Barringer’s brigade, W, H. F. Lee’s division; 
one from Jeff. Da\is Legion, Young’s brigade, Butler’s division; eight 
in all. From them we learn that the force sent out to capture the cattle 
herd amounted to two divisions and two batteries of artillery. The 
divisions were W. H. F. Lee’s and Butler’s; tlie batteries, McGregor’s, 
two guns, and Heaiung’s, four guns. Part of W. H. F. Lee’s division 
w'as left near Lee’s Mill, on the Jerusalem plank road, to protect But- 
ler’s division from being cut off by any force of ours advancing on that 
road. All agree that no infantry accomi)anied the expedition. They 
all desire to be exchanged. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNTO. C. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

Sei)tevibcr 17^ 180 L 

Major-General Humphreys, Ghiif of Staff: 

General : Two deserters have just been forwarded from the head- 
((uarters Tenth Army Corps, one from the Forty-sixth Virginia, Wise’s 
brigade, the other from Hansom’s brigade, Forty-ninth North Carolina 
Hegiment, both of Bushrod Johnson’s division. They came into our 
lines early this a. m. Their information corroborates that received 
yesterday regarding the withdrawal of Hoke’s division, and the exten- 
sion of Johnson’s division from the Burnside mine to the Appomattox. 
It was generally understood that three divisions had been sent down 
the Wddon road, some thouglit to Hearns’ Station. They state that a 
member of their division saw three or four brigades in Petersburg last 
Wednesday night that had just come from some place north of the 
Appomattox Hiver. They have no further information of any impor- 
tance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost -Marshal-General, 

September 17, 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : Our men returned £i*om over the river this morning, hav- 
ing during the night met two of our agents who left Hichmond yester- 
day, from one of whom eleven refugees fi*om Hichmond were received 
and brought within our lines. The refugees left Richmond last even- 
ing after dark. The other agent spoken of left Hichmond in the morn- 
ing, and from the agents and refugees the following information is 
obtained: The rumors about the evacuation of Petersburg were quite 
56 R R — VOL XLII, PT n 
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as extensive as heretofore reported, and Avere believed by the people at 
large. One of onr agents, an intelligent man, having more than ordi- 
nary facilities, sends me word that such a move was really contem- 
plated; that it was intended to withdraw the enemy’s lines about eight 
miles, or to the neighborhood of Proctor’s Creek, thereby making a line 
which would be shorter, and by holding it with less troops would 
enable them to dispose of some by sending them to Korth Carolina, 
It is not known why it is talked of sending troops to North Carolina, 
but there was such a report, and people generally understand that a 
division has been held in readiness to go south, and one of the refugees 
tells me that he had it li’oni personal friends, having relatives in 
Pickett’s division, who received letters from their friends in the division, 
saying that night before last Pickett was to leave and go south, either 
to North Carolina or Georgia. One of the agents spoken of also sends 
me word that Pickett’s dhision had left. Last night the different bat- 
talions composed of Government Avorkmen were called out. This is no 
longer done by the ringing of the bell, as used to be the case, but the 
sergeants of the diferent companies notify the members. Upon 
assembling last evening they again dispersed, alter receiving orders to 
reassemble this morning, and it was understood that they would be 
taken to the lines about Petersburg to remain there a short time. 
Nothing is knoAvn in Eichmond of the return of any part of Early’s 
forces from the Valley. It is not expected that any portion of Hood’s 
army Avill be sent this way; but, on the contrary, it is believed that it 
will be necessary to re-enforce Hood. Eations are issued to the men in 
the different Government factories. Week before last no meat was 
issued to them, and this lasted for ten days. During that time also the 
negroes employed by the GoA^enimeiit could get no rations, and it Avas 
with difficulty "that they were kept at work. Tliore is said to be a great 
Avaut of ii'on for the manufacture of guns, and in the factory of Joseph 
E. Anderson, the largest manufacturer in Eichmond, no iron suitable 
for making nails or spikes has been on hand for two weeks past. 
Negroes are employed in gathering scrap iron wherever it may be found. 
Provisions are again advancing, and women and non -producers can get 
permission to go North by crossing the lower Eappahannock and Poto- 
mac, and it is said that the blockade is continually mu in that direction. 
Files of Eichmond papers of yesterday are inclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE n. 8HAEPE, 

Colonel j (fic. 

Note. — The infantry seen passing through Petersburg day before 
yesterday by deserters may haA-'c been Pickett’s division, as it Avas 
stated it came from the north side of the Ai)pomattox. 


Head<4UArters Akky op the Potomac, 

fS€2)tembcr 17\ 1861, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

A battery of six pieces of artillery, heretofore lying in the vicinity 
of Whitehead’s Factory, moved this morning on the road toAvard Eich- 
moud. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Walthall Station, iSqytemher 17^ 1864 — 6 p, m. 

Major Eisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The following was intercepted : 

10 a. m. 

Colonel B[i{ENT] : 

Ten \vai?ons passed on road rear of Battery 5, goin^^ toward enemy's front in 
Prince George. Twelve wagons passed oii tlio road going toward Cobb's. 

J. Q. E., 

At I). 

(Same to A. B.) 

11.05 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

At 10.50 a steamer came up th(‘ river and hove to above i)oiitooii. 

J. A. S., 

At G. 

(Same to A. B.) 

B. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Major B^istier, ' 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The followiug was intercepted; 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 17^ 1861 — 6 p. m. 


12 M. 


Colonel B[uknt]: 

A train of wagons i)a8sed rear of Battery 5, going toward enemy's front in Prince 
George. 

J. G. E., 

At 1), 

(Same to A. B.) 

1.80 r. M. 

Colonel B[kbntT: 

A train of seventeen wagons passed roar of Battery 5, going toward enemy's front 
in Prince George. 

J. Q. ETHEREDGE, 

At T). 

(Same to A. B.) 

JL W. IlOLxMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall ^^ignal Station, 

September 17^ 186! — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All tpiiet this p. m. Have not been able to learn anything more from 
enemy^s works near lead mines. The following was just intercepted ; 


Colonel B[uent]: 

All quiet this p. m. Gun-boat above pontoon. Change the time to 5.50. 

J, A. S., 

At (\ 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 

i 
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Headquartebj:^ Aemy of the Potomac, 

September 17^ 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

OMef of Staff: 

General: The following dispatch fi*om plank road signal station is 
respectfully forwarded: 

At 4.15 p. m. an extensive movement of the enemy toward our right was made 
apparent hy a very heavy cloud of dust to the left of lead-works and hey ond the ri\ er. 
The main movement was on a concealed road, and such bodies as moved on the road 
in sight were most of the time concealed by the dust.. It lifted, howo\er, long 
enough for me to see two batteries of artillery pass. The column was an hour in 
passing. 

THICKSTUN, 
Captain, /Signal Corps, 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

B. P. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Siffnal Officer. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 17, 1804. 

Maiior Fisher: 

The camp of enemy to left and west of Whitehead’s Factory has been 
removed this p. in. ; an artillery camp in same vicinity also disappeared. 
A camp, apparently hospital, still farther west and across Kichmond 
pike, has also been removed some time during day; cannot say what 
course they have taken. Dust west of city about same as previous 
three or four days. Ordinary working x>arties are on new fort; also 
small party on batteiies west by southwest of station. 

JOED AN. 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 17, 1864. — <J a. m. 


GEiiTERAL: No changes have been made on General Mott’s lines since 
yesterday’s report. The usual picket-firing continues. One brigade of 
the Second Division of this corps reported to General Kautz yester- 
day morning at Prince George Court-House; a brigade and one battery 
of the Second Division occupies the fort near the Norfolk road; one 
brigade of the First Division and one battery sent to report yesterday 
to General Davies at the junction of the Kearns’ Station and plank 
road; one brigade and one battery of the First Division occupies the 
works in front of the Finn house on the plank road; my pickets cover 
the front between the plank road and the Blackwater. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


General Humphreys 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 17, 1864 — 9.45 a. m. 


General Miles informs me that Colonel Wilson, commanding the 
brigade of the First Division of the Second Corps at the junction of 
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the Beams’ Station and plank road, had not reported to General Da^es 
late last night, not having been able to find him. General Miles nas 
sent a staff officer this morning to find General Davies and to report 
the position of the brigade to him. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Jifajor- General, 


Headquarters Army op the x 

September 17^ ISbi — 10,i() a, m, (Beceived 10.50 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Your dispatch of 9.45 a. m. received. General Davies knew the bri- 
gade was at the intersection of the Beams’ Station road. A dispatcn 
was received from him dated 10.30 p. m. He had come np to the 
crossing the plank road twelve miles beyond the Williams house, iney 
were strongly posted and he could not dislodge them. . x* 

brigade to endeavor to reach round to the right and strike the head or 
the column. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS 
Major-General and GMeJ' oj btajj’. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September :77, — 12,S0 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The cavalry is in and the infantry is following on planl^ 

I should be pleased to know your intentions concerning brigades au 
the Finn house and at the fort on the Norfolk road at 
[f the brigade of infantry at Prince George is to remaii^ there 1 suouia 
like to be informed, so that proper arrangements can be ^y 
for a sojourn,- and while they are there 1 desire to knov^ if they remain 
under the orders of General Kautz, so that there may be no cotiusiou. 

WIWF’D 8. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 17,, 1861 — 1.05 p. m. (BeceiYCd 1.15 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

I was about telegraphing you when your dispatch received. The 

commanding general thinks the brigade at Finn’s in^y o® 
to its former position. The brigade on the Norfolk road ajnd aru y 
there he prefers should remain, as they are available ^^-t ^at pi^^ 
reservevs for the front line. The brigade at Prince George Oomt-^oi^e 
should also remain there for the present, as a redoubt • IT 

up at Hiat place. This brigade will be under the orders 
commander, and not under those of General Kautz; should oe co 
sidered part of the reserve force as regards the Iront 

A. A. HUMPSBEYS, 
Major-General and Ghief of Staff* 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 17, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 

General: I consider it of tlie highest importance that as many as 
possible of the officers of the Second Corps now absent who are able 
to perform duty in tlie field be returned at once. As an exam]3le show- 
ing deficiency of officers of the Second Corps, the First Diyision, com- 
prising twenty-wsix regiments or battalions, has only 140 officers present, 
including field, staff, and line. The Second Corps cannot be^ relied 
upon for great service without its officers, the best of whom, with few 
exce]>tions, are absent. With good officers to have commanded the 
men I could have won a decided victory at Eeams^ Station, aside from 
other considerations. The failure to perform all that has been de- 
manded of the troops of this command lately has been owing to the 
great deficiency in this resiiect. If the {Second Corps, after its great 
losses, is to be relied upon as a power this fall it can only fulfill expec- 
tations by giving it its best officers. A very large proportion of the 
additions being made to the command consists of new men, who re<j[uire 
instruction, discipline, and example. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFD S. HANTCOOK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


Headquarters Second Armv Corps, 

September 17, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 

' General : 1 have the honor to recommend the following-named offi- 
cers for promotion by brevet or otherwise. The two first named were 
omitted from the list iireviously sent: 

First. Brig. Gen. A. S. Webb — ^tbr distinguished conduct at Gettys- 
burg, where he was slightly wounded j at Bristoe Station, October 14, 
at the battle ot the Wilderness, and at Spotsylvania, May 12, 
wliere he was severely wounded. To date from day of appointment. 

Second. Col. G, N. Macy, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers — for 
distinguished conduct at the battle of the Wilderness, and at Deep Bot- 
tom, August 14, while commanding his brigade in an assault on the 
enemy\s works. This officer lost an arm at Gettysburg, returned to his 
command when the army moved from its winter camp, was severely 
wounded in the battle of the Wilderness, returned to his command 
August 12, 1804, and was again wxmnded August 14, 18(>4. To date 
August 14, 1804. 

Third. Maj. John G. Hazard, First Rhode Island Light Artillery — 
for distinguished services and good conduct throughout the campaign, 
especially at Cold Harbor, Va. To date June 8, 1804. 

STAFF OF MAJOR-GENERAL HANOOOK. 

First. Lieut. Col. 0. H. Morgan, assistant inspector-general, chief of 
stafi*— for distinguished and valuable services throughout the cam- 
paign, especially at the Wilderness, and at Spotsylvania, May 12. 
Brevet colonel fi‘om May 0, and brevet brigadier-general from May 12, 
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18G4. This officer has been chief of staff of the corps since the fall of 
and has been present in all the actiojis in which the corps has 
been engaged. He has been several times recommended for appoint- 
ment as brigadier-general for distinguished service. 

Second. Lieut. Col. Francis A. Walker, assistant adjutant-general — 
for distinguished service and good conduct throughout the campaign. 
This officer has been assistant adjutant-general of the corps since the 
fall of 1 802. He was wounded at Chance'llorsville and taken prisoner at 
Eeams’ Station, August 25. To date from August 25, 1864. 

Third. Maj. William G. Mitchell, aide-de-camp — ^for meritorious and 
distinguished conduct and for gallantry in action, especially at the 
Wilderness May 0, and at Spotsylvania May 12, 1864. Brevet lieu- 
tmiant-colonel to date from May 6, and brevet-colonel from May 12. 
This officer has been with me as senior aide since the beginning of the 
war, and has distinguished himself in every battle in which I have been 
engaged. 

Fourth. Capt. I. B. Parker, aide-de-camp — for gallantry and good 
conduct throughout the campaign. This officer was wounded at the 
first Fredericksburg, and has been with me in every important engage- 
ment in which I have taken part since the war. To date May 6. 

Fifth, Oapt. W, 13. W. Miller, aide-de-camp — for gallantry and good 
conduct throughout tlie eamxmign. This officer was wounded at the first 
Fredericksburg, and twice wounded at Gettysburg. He has been with 
me in all engagements since Autietam. Previous to this he was on the 
staff of Major-General Eichardson. To date May 12, 1864. 

Sixth. Surg. A. K. Dougherty, medical director — for untiring devo- 
tion to the duties of his profession and for his bravery on the field. 
This officer was wounded at the Po, May 10, 1864. To date May 10, 
18()4. 

Seventh. Capt. II. H. Bingham, One hundred and fortieth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, and judge advocate Second Army Corps — ^for good 
conduct and conspicuous gallantry, especially at the Wilderness, May 
6, 1864, when he collected a considerable party of stragglers and led 
them against the enemy with marked gallantry; and at Spotsylvania, 
May 12, where he voluntarily took part with his regiuient in the 
assault and was wounded. He was also wounded at Gettysburg. To 
date May 6, 1864. 

Eighth. Oapt. W. P. Wilson, One hundred and forty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers — ^tbr gallantry and good conduct throughout the 
campaign, especially at the Wilderness, at Spotsylvania, and Eeams^ 
Station, August 25. To date May 12, 1804. 

Ninth. Asst Surg. Charles Smart — ^tbr attention to the duties of his 
profession and for service on the field. To date from day of appoint- 
ment 

The dates of the above appointments have been arranged as in my 
opinion the officers should take rank, and in accordance with the just 
claims of the different officers lor advancement 

STAFF OF THE FIRST DIVISION. 

Capt. Silas J. Marlin, One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, and division inspector — ^for gallanti'y at Eeams’ Station, 
August ^ and at other actions during the campaign. 

Capt. William E. Driver, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers — 
for gallantry at Eeams^ Station, August 25. 
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Capt. NTatlian Ohurcli, Twenty-sixtli Michigan Yolunteers, and bri- 
gade inspector First Brigade, First Division — ^for gallantry in action 
before Petersburg, June 16. 

First Lieut. John D. Black, One hundred and forty-fifth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, aide-de-camp — for gallantry at Beams’ Station, August 25, 
1804. 

First Lieut. John B. Hallenbeck, Sixty-first Pennsylvania [N'ew York] 
Volunteers, aide-de-camp, First Brigade, First Division — for gallantry 
in action before Petersburg, Va,, June 10, 1864. 

STAFF OF THE SECOND DIVISION. 

Capt. A. Henry Embler, aide-de-camp and commissary of musters — 
for gallant and meritorious conduct during the campaign. To date 
August 25, 1804. 

Lieut. Edward M. Du Bois — for gallant services at the battles of the 
Wilderness and Spotsylvania. To rank from May 18, 1864. 

A few recommendations have been received from the Third Division 
of the corps, but the list requires investigation, whi(*h I have not time 
to give and include the list in this report, and I therefore postpone the 
matter for a subsequent report. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

WIKF’D S. HAKCOOK, 

Major-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 30. i Before Petersburg^ September 17^ 1864, 

The major-general commanding takes great pleasure in expressing to 
the command his gratification with the good conduct of the troops 
engaged in the successful affair of the morning of the 10th instant, 
resulting in the dislodgment and capture of a considerable portion of 
the enemy’s picket-line, which had for a long time been in too close 
proximity to our lines. The troops immediately engaged were the 
Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Biles commanding,- 
and the Twentieth Indiana Volunteers and the Second IJ. S. Shavpj^^hoot- 
ers, under Lieutenant-ColonelMeikel, all of General De Trobriand’s bri- 
gade, of Mott’s division. To General Mott, who directed the whole 
operation, and to General De Trobriand, who was parthmlarly charged 
with its execution, and to the officers and men of the regiments men- 
tioned, the thanks of the major-general are accorded. Great (*redit is 
also due to Capt. H. G. Harrower, Eighty-sixth New York Volunteers, 
commanding the picket during the following night, under whose direc- 
tion the new line was strengthened and iiroperly connected. The nnijor- 
general commanding sincerely regrets the death of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meikel, Twentieth Indiana, and Lieutenant Ellsler, Ninety-ninth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers ; also the wounding and death of a number of brave 
officers and enlisted men. Those men who became detached during the 
night, remaining among the enemy’s pickets during the following day, 
refusing to surrender, and returning to their command at night, are 
thought worthy of i)articular mention. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

W. P. WILSON, • 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

JSeptemher 17^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Gommcmdliig First Dwlsion: 

General : The major-general commanding desires me to say that 
you can draw in the brigade from the Finn house as soon as convenient 
and let it return to its old camp. 

T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. WILSON", 

Capfahi mid Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Pirst Division, Second Army Corps, 

ISeptemher 17y 1864. 

Commanding- Officer First Brigade: 

Sir: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have a suf- 
licient number of regiments from youi* brigade to number 800 muskets 
in readiness to move at dark to the place occupied by a portion of your 
bi'igade on Monday night, where the troops will bivouac until sunrise. 
A staff officer from these headquarters will be at your headquarters at 
dark and will conduct the troops. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEK, 
Assistant A djuta nt- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Beptember 17^ 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

1 have the honor to report that everything was very quiet during the 
night, a little picket-firing excepted. 

By command of Ma]. Gen. G, K. Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant A d jutan t- Genera L 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Beptember 17^ 1864 — 12 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Btaff: 

In the temporary absence of General Warren, I send you the follow- 
ing just received. I have also heard from an officer of the Sixth Ohio 
Cavalry that about daybreak this morning cattle were heard by the 
<*avalry pickets passing Beams’ Station. The voices of the men driv- 
ing the cattle were distinctly heard. At the same time the enemy’s 
cavalry formed a skirmish line extending along the front of the cavalry 
pickets toward the plank road, evidently to cover the bringing off‘ of 
the cattle: 

Camp FiitST Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry Bavpalton, 

^Septemhcr 17, AW/ — yL,iO a, m. 

Maj. R. J. Falls, 

Commaudinf/ First Pennsyhmnia Teteram Cavalry Battalion : 

Major: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your orders I went to the 
cavalry line of the pickets on the Reams’ Station road, and from Lieutenant Cornell, 
First iiew Jersey Regiment, learnetl that a force of about twenty-five men, one-half 
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ortUereabonts tlismotmted, appeared on bis front and fnod on bis advanoo posts. 
His pickets fired and fell back 300 yards, wben they were re-enforced by Lieutenant 
Cornel], and in turn diove the enemy back and estal3lished bis lines as formerly, since 
■wbicli time all has been quiet and no enemy visible. This attack occui red about 
7.30 a. ni. A young contraband at Lieutenant Cornells headquarters came in pre- 
vious to this attack and reports two brigades of the enemy’s infantry in the vicinity 
of Reams’ Station. 

HIRAM PLATP, 

First lAeuienantj Commandiny Company JD. 


[IiKlorseinent.] 


Headquarters First Pennsyi.vania Veteran Cavalry Battalion, 

17, ISGi. 

Respectfully referred to Colonel Locke, assistant adjutant-general and chief of 
staff, as the report of the officer sent out by me in compliance with your note of 10 

a. m. 

R. J. FALLS, 

Major, Commanding First Pennsylvania Cavahy llattaUon, 


Eespectfally, 


F. T. LOCKE, 
Asslsiani Adjuia nt- OeneraL 


Headqitabters Fifth Army Corps, 

Heptemher 77, ISOi — j/l m. 

General ITttmphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

General : I have just went in two deserters from the Eighth Georgia, 
who can give you a gxeat deal of information. Tludi* homes are near 
Atlanta. They say all the cavalry waw sent oft* yesterday to Hampton; 
that they were under arms all day yesterday and night hefore, expecting 
attack from us; that they don’t tliink there is any idea of attacking us; 
that they know Kershaw’s division has rc^turned fi*om the Valley, but 
think no other of Early’s troops. 

Eewpectfully, 

G. K. WAEEEK, 

Major- General, 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 17^ 1861 — 3 p, m. 

The above, just received, is sent and attention called to the statement 
of the return of Kershaw’s division. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Halifax Eoad Sional Station, 


Lieuteiiant-Oolonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 


September 17^ 1864 — 5,10 p, m. 


A body of cavalry, half an hour in passing, has just passed a point 
on Boydton plank road two miles left of toll-gate, going toward our 
right. Ko unusual actmty in the enemy’s works along the Boydton 
plank road. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain^ Signal Corps,, U, S. Army, 
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Headquarters N’intu Army Corps, 

September 17^ 1864 — 9 a, m. 


Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjiit ant- General : 

I have the honor to report all quiet on front during the last 
twenty- four hours. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Jlfajor-Oeneral, 


ITeadc^uarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 17^ 1864 — a. m. 

Brigadier-O-eneral Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

General: Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m. 10th is received, Wlien 
last heard of General Kautz, at about 4 or 5 p. ni., was ten miles beyond 
Sycamore Church on the route taken by the enemy; he was still fol- 
lowing. The commanding general directs me to say that no effort should 
be spared to reeai)ture the cattle so long as there is any chance left to 
do so. When, in your judgment, nothing further can be done, you can 
return. General Kautz will probably be up to the rear of the enemy 
by morning. 

A. A. nUMPiniEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

September 17^ 1864 — 11 a, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff] Army of the Potomac: 

General: I have arrived in camp with the Second Division, having 
concluded that nothing more could be done, with a view to recovering 
the stolen cattle. The force sent toward Stony Creek and to the rail- 
road last night succeeded in reaching the railroad a little after daylight 
this morning. Colonel Smith, commanding, found the enemy on both 
roads. On the Stony Creek road ho found the enemy in considerable 
force, so much so as not to justify exposing the command to the risk of 
being cut off*. 1 learned from a contraband that the cattle were taken 
over the Nottoway yesterday afternoon. The enemy’s intention was 
evidently to take them to their lines by a circuitous route and keeping 
a large force of cavalry between us and them. The loss in my com- 
mand (Second Division) is about 25 killed, wounded, and missing. The 
oflicer sent to communi<‘ate with General Ivautz has not yet returned 
and 1 have had no report from him since 1 left camp. I will report in 
person at your hcadcpiarters in a few hours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 

Brigadier- General of Vohmteers^ Commanding, 

P. S. — ^AH quiet along my picket-line. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, op Va. and N. 0., 

No. 256. ) In the Field, September 17, 1861. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ # # 

XYIII. Brig. Gen. A. Ames is hereby granted a leave of absence 
for twenty days, commencing Monday, September 19, 1864. 

XIX. Brig. Gen. 0. A. Heckman is hereby temporarily assigned to 
the command of the Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. 
**#«»*«** 

By command of Major-General Bntler : 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Major mid Assistant Adjtdant’ General, 


In the Field, September 17^ 1864 — 3.46 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Geant, 

Baltimore : 

(Care of Major-General Wallace.) 

All is quiet along the entire line. Yesterday afternoon three bri- 
gades of Hampton’s cavahy turned our left and struck cattle corral 
about seven miles below City Point; captured about 2,000 head of cat- 
tle and our telegraph construction party. A cavalry force was sent 
out to cut them off; also, Hancock moved to intercept them with a 
division of infantry. The result is not yet known. Euraor is that the 
cattle are recaptured. They broke the telegraph line, so that we send 
to Powhatan. WiU advise further through General Wallace to send 
you at Burlington. The line will be repaired this evening. 

BBXJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General y Commanding. 


In the Field, September 17, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

Have you any information concerning the captured cattle or move- 
ments on the left'? 

BEXJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


Headqttaeters Aemv of the Potomac, 

September 17, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Major-General Butlee: 

Your dispatch of 4.30 received. The cavalry which I sent in pursuit 
of the captured cattle has returned, having found all avenues of ai)proach 
so strongly held by the enemy as to prevent any attempt on their ])art 
to re(iover the cattle. The enemy have been moving their troops to our 
left, but whether for offensive i)urposes or to resist an anticipated attack 
on our part it is impossible to make out. Our lines, with the exception 
of the cavalry raid yesterday, have been undisturbed. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqeb. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

UPFICE OP THE CniEP SIGNAL OFFICER, 

ISe^tember 17, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

COLOITEL : The following message has just beeu received from Spring 
Hill station : 

About 500 inlantry arc passing inside enemy’s works toward our right. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant j Signal Officer, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. E. OLUM, 

Gajytahi and Chief ^Signal Officer, 


HdQRS. Dj5PT. of VluaiNlA AND l^ORTH CAROLINA, 

/Sejyfember i/, ISOi, (Received 3.23 p. m.) 

Colonel ISharpe, 

City Fointj Va, : 

A deserter from the Eighteenth Virginia, Ilunton’s brigacle, Pickett’s 
division, reports no change nor ai)pearance of <*hauge in our front. 
ISays the men are digging wells, building huts, and matters progress 
l)rceisely as they have for a month hack. No orders for rations have 
been given to indi(*ate a movement, and no rumors to that eiieiit. The 
informant says he lives in Petersburg and was in the city on a visit 
Friday. Jle is (*onlideut that Hoke’s divisioii ])assed toward their right 
on that day and the day before. He says that a lieutenant in that 
division, connei'ted with the division hospital, told him that Grant’s 
cavalry had crossed the Weldon road toward the Lynchburg with the 
intention of cutting it, and Hoke’s division was sent to prevent that 
result. A deserter from Thomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s divisiou, that had 
the right of lh(*kett’s line, says that there was a rumor in his brigade 
that a North Carolina brigade, cut up in the late tights, was to relieve 
them and they go to I’etersburg. His colonel remarked this in his 
hearing. Both of these men are very intelligent. A couple of refugees 
from Richmond say that there are no indications of Early’s moving, and 
that matters in Kiclimond are unchanged. You may be assured, col- 
onel, that I will use the utmost vigilance to discoA^-er any movement 
of tlie enemy, and make thorough examination of all deserters and for- 
ward you prompt information. Deserters and refugees all say that 
the impression is that Grant is heavily re-enforced, and that nothing 
but defensive movements are anticipated on the pait of General Lee. 

FRED. L. MANNIN(^, 

Captain and Aide-de Camp, 


UEADQUAliTERS, 

September 17^ 186d, (Received 9.20 p. in.) 

Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point, Ya, : 

The three brigades still occupy the north bank of the James — Beii- 
ning’s, Gregg’s, and Hughs’ (Tennessee) brigades, with some cavalry. 
Lieutenant Davenport has retuimed. 

FRED. L. MANNING, 
Captain and Aide-de-camp, 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
Sejytemher 17^ 1864. (Eeceived 9.20 a. m.) 

Brigadier- General Williams, 

Ansistant Adjutant- General : 

Nothing of importance on iny line. The enemy opened a very brislc 
artillery fire ycvsterday morning. I have lost heavily during past week 
with regiments’ time expiring; two more are mustered out to-day. I 
have just received an order to send Twenty-second U. W. Colored Troops 
to Dutch Gap. I would ask to be relieved of all the line to left of the 
Hare house. My line is becoming very thin and weak. 

D. B. BJENEY, 

Major-General. 


Head(2UArtees Army of the Potomac^, 
September 17^ 1801 — ^ p. m. (Eeceived 2.30 p. m.) 

Maior-treneral Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Gorpn : 

The commanding general has requested mo to reply to your dispatch 
to General Williams, and to say that he cannot relieve you from any 
part of the line now held by you. General Mott, with a division of 
about 5,000 men, holds intreuchments of about the same extent as those 
you hold with about double the force. The Second Division of the 
Second Corps, camped near the Avery house and still farther to the 
rear, is considered as Ibrming a reserve for your corps as well as for 
Mott’s division. Siiu'c the enemy has withdrawn a division from your 
front there is no indication of an intention to attack there. If an 
attack is contcmidated by him it will i)robably be on the rear of our 
left. He is apparently concentrating on his right. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


, Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 17^ 1861. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant AdjntanPGeneral : 

Hoke’s division has been withdrawn from my front. Bushrod 
Johnson covers front, occupied formerly by the two divisions. Desert- 
ers say that he has gone toward Eeaius’ Station to General Lee. 

D. B, BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Arm\ of the Potoma(J, 
September 17^ 1861 — 7.10 p, m. (Eeceived 8 p. m.) 
Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say that an 
order from you has been referred to him directing changes in position 
of the siege guns, and that he has suspended the order until he can 
learn from you the objects proposed to be obtained in making the 
changes. The position of the siege guns has always been determined 
at these headquai*ters. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Siaff\ 
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Head<.^uarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Sej^te7)iher 17^ 1804. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

My indorsement on paper of General Hunt, returned to-night, ex- 
plains that I was ignorant of the direct charge of siege guns by Gen- 
eral Hunt. I immediately revoked the order as to the two Parrott 
guns that 1 ordered moved from the rear, and entirely disclaim all 
desire of interfering with General Hunt’s duties. I regret that I was 
not advised of the orders in the matter. 

D. B. BIEIS^EY, 

MaJor-GetieraL 


Special Orders, | Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

'No, 128. j Before Peternburg^ Va,, t^epfembcr 17^ 1864. 

1. The troops composing the present Third Division Avill hereafter 
comj)ose the First Brigade, Third Division. zVny general stall* officers 
on duty with the Third Division avIio would be supernumerary in the 
brigade organization will report for assignment to the chief of their 
revsj)ective departments at these headquarters. ThivS brigade will be 
treated as a separate brigade and report directly to these headquarters. 

2. Pursuant to instructions from dex)artment headquarters, the com- 
manding officer of the Twenty-second U. S. OoloiH^d Troops will report 
with his regiment to Major Ludlow, aide-de-camp, at Dutch Gap. 

)f # # le * # jfs 

By command of Major-General Birney : ' 

OHAS. II. G HAYES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Ya.^ I8eptemher 17, 1864. 

Oapt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain : The only thing I have to report this morning is the expend- 
iture of 281 rounds of ammunition, fired at the enemy’s works with good 
effect. Six light 12 pounders (LaugHon’s battery) were last night 
jdaced in the new redoubt on the right of General Terry’s lino, and 
three light 12-pounders (Warren’s) in the inclosed work at the Hare 
house. There are now ten light 12-i)ouuders in reserve. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

li. II. JACKSON, 

Lieut, Col., Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va,, September 17, 1864. 

Capt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have the honor to report all quiet in ffront of my lines 
this morning. The reserves remain as at yesterday’s report. The 
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Eighty-fiftli Permsylvania Volunteers will be relieved temporarily by 
tbe Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers. The officer of the trenches reports : 

Nothing unusual occurred during last night and everythin^ seems quiet this morn- 
ing. The little firing done by our men last night was caused by the enemy getting 
up on the top of his high works at the old fort and firing down on our men in the 
trenches, making it quite unsafe. 1 stopped the fire as soon as I ascertLiincd our 
men were doing it. 

Ko casualties liavo occurred. 

llespectfully, yoiu* obedient servant. 

A. C. VOEIS, 

Colonel ISixiy-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Gomdg, First Brigade, 


Headwarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Fetersburg, Va,, S(j)te}nber 17, ISOI. 
Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that during* the past twenty- 
four hours the hues of the First Brigade have been extended to the 
railroad, and the lines of the Second Brigade and Third Brigade con- 
tracted, owing to the decrease in number consequent on tUe with- 
drawal of parties of the P'orty-eighth Kew York and Foui*th NTew 
Hampshire Volunteers whose terms of service have expired. All avail- 
able men have been engaged on fatigue, either during the day or night, 
at work on the inclosed works on the right, the second line on the 
line of the Second ainl Third Brigades, and in btrengthening tlie front 
line on the left of the railroad. 

Very respectiully, 

R. S. FOSTEIi, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


General Orders, ( Hdqrs. Third Div., IOth Army (3ori>ss, 

N'o, 4. ) Before Fetersbtirg, Va,, iSeptember 17y lS6i, 

In obedience to order from headquarters Tenth Army Coi'ps, the 
troops composing the Third Division will hereafter compose tlie First 
Brigade, Third Division. All regimental reports will hereiilter be 
made direct to these headquarters. Tlie officers com])osing the former 
brigade staff will report at once to their regiments for duty. 

By command of Col. F. B. Pond: 

M, BAILEY, 

Captain and Assistant AdjiUant-Qeneral, 


Headquarters Cavalry Divisioin, 

Baxterh Mill, September 17 ^ 186 L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomac : 

General : I have returned thus far from the pursuit of Ha^mpton^s 
forces. I followed him to the Jerusalem plank road, and my advance 
skirmished last night with what I presumed to be his rear guard for 
some time, I thought it jiossible it might be Gregg^s forces and fell 
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ba(*k about two miles. This morning I sent a scout to the plank road 
and found no enemy. As we did not prepare for an expedition, most 
of the men having been turned out yesterday morning to repel the 
enemy hastily and before they had breakfast, 1 deemed it prudent to 
return, as the enemy must have reached his own lines early this morn- 
ing. He drove the cattle more than thirty miles and very few' were 
left on the road. E was disappointed in not effecting a junction with 
General Gregg’s forces. The route taken was by Cook’s Bridge, coming 
into the plank road near IMajor Belcher’s house and about two miles from 
the ISTottoAvay Kiver. I have four or live prisoners that 1 will send to 
the provost-mai shal-general as soon as possible. ,I have sent a squadron 
back on the route traveled to i>ick up a few (*attle that broke down 
yCvSterday. Orders will reach me at my headquarters near Prince 
George Ooiut-House. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Oavaery Division, 

Xear Prinee George Gourt-Botise, September 117^ 186i — 5 p, m, 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac: 

General: I have directed the lucket-line to be established as it 
w^as. Has General Gregg returned to his headquarters on the plank 
road ? All I could hear was that he was engaged with the enemy on 
the plank road last evening some distance above or nearer Petersburg 
than where I struck it, and that he fell back toward Petersburg last^ 
night. Small parties of the enemy are strolling all through the coun- 
try beyond our lines. I have directed the brigade of infantry and the 
battery to report to you for orders. I could not use them with me yes- 
terday, as they arrived too late, and the distance marched by my com- 
mand yesteiday was impossible for infantry. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj Commanding, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

JSfear Prince George Coxirt-Ro%i8e^ September 17^ 1864 — 5,30 p, m. 
Cape. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adpctant-Oeneralj Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain : I have returned to this camp and directed the picket-line 
to be established as it was. I have been compelled to use the Third 
Kew York to assist in (*ompleting the line. I followed the enemy yes- 
terday until after 10 o’clock last night, and found him holding the 
idankroad near Major Belcher’s house, not far from Freeman’s Bridge. 
I hoped to form a junction with you last night. This morning I learned 
that you had fallen back on the x^lank road, and, as the enemy had 
undoubtedly readied Stony Creek last night, I considered it useless to 
pursue farther with the small force I had, and returned by the shortest 
route to this camp. The enemy readied tlie plank road early yester- 
day evening, a distance of thhty miles ffom Sycamore Church, A 
57 R R-— VOL XLII, PT II 
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few stragglers and a few broken-down cattle was all tlie enemy left 
behind* I drove a small rear-guard from Cook’s Bridge, on the Black- 
water, to the plank road, where I was opposed by some force. I 
thought it possible that it might be your forces that I was engaging 
in the night, and not being able to ascertain the fact positively, 1 fell 
back a mile or two and remained till morning. I then sent to the plank 
road, and not finding either your forces or the enemy I returned. I 
had less than 500 men, and only about half of these had carbines. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-OeneraL 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Sejgt ember 17, 1864 — 10 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General; Your note* has just been received. The right of my line 
is near Davenport Church and extends to Cocke’s Mill. I will send a 
report of the raid as soon as I can get the data. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division, 


Headquarters Ar]my op the Potomac, 
Sepember 18, 1864 — 11 p. m, (Eeceived 11.10 p. m.) 
Major-General Butler; 

I deem it proper to inform you tliat General Knntz has just 
reported information derived from citizens which would lead to the 
belief that the enemy’s cavalry in force is on the Blackwater. A 
scouting party from Sycamore Church met ten or fifteen rebels a few 
miles from that place. I have directed a cavalry reconnaissance in 
the morning, but send you the above, all that is known, as a dash on 
Fort Powhatan may be designed. Ko other indications of movements 
but the above. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Oppioe of Chief Commissary, 

Armies Operating- Against Eiohmond, 

City Point, Ya,^ September 18, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. M. E. Morgan; 

(Care of Lieut. Col. M. P. Small, chief commissary of subsistence, 
Fort Monroe, Ya.) 

The enemy got off with the whole herd at Coggins’ Point, 2,486 head. 
FTone been recaptured. 

D. D. WILEY, 

Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, 


Not found. 
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Headquarters AR^ytY oe the Potomac, 

Office of Chief Quartermaster, 

September 18^ 1861 — 12 jp, m. 

Col. r. P. Pitein, 

Chief Quartermaster^ City Point: 

The enemy are reported to be massing troops in front of General 
Kautz, and the general directs that a train of twenty-live to thirty 
cars be held ready at City Point for the purpose of moving troops to 
that place if ordered at any time before morning. 

E. N. BATCHBLDEE, 

Colonel^ Chief Quartermaster^ Army of the Potomac. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

PROYOST-MARSIrAL-GENERAL^S DEPARTMENT, 

JSeptemher 18j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of titaff: 

General: Two deserters from the Eighth Georgia Eegiment, of 
Anderson’s brigade, Field’s division, were forwarded last evening fi‘om 
the Fifth Army Corps. Their statement was not sent in last evening 
through forgetfulness. They state that the two brigades of Field’s 
division (Beuning's and Gregg’s) that liave been of late on the north side 
of the James have rejoined their division, which is ]io w on the south side 
the Appomattox on the extreme right of the enemy’s line: that Ander- 
son’s brigade was not permanently atta<‘hed to Wilcox’s division, and 
still belongs to Field’s division — all reports of the brigade are still 
made to General Field; that their new line extends as faras Eeams’ 
Station, but cannot definitely locate it — it is to prevent our advance 
on the South Side Eailroad; that our deserters reported that we con- 
templated an advance on the South Side Eailroad, and that the move- 
ment would be made on Friday, the lOth instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. ('. BABCOCK. 


. Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

/S{e2)temher 1S64. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Three deserters from Bushrod Johnson’s division have 
just been forwarded from the Tenth Army Corps — ^two from the Forty;- 
third Alabama, Gracie’s brigade, and one from Thirty-fourth Virginia, 
Wise’s brigade. They came in about daylight this a. m. Johnson’s 
division is posted from right to left as follows: Gracie, Eansom, Elliott, 
and Wise, extending from the Burnside mine to the Appomattox. This 
division cannot be over 5,000 strong. Informants put Wise’s brigade 
at 550 for duty and Gracie’s at 1,200. Eansom’s is about 1,600, and 
Evans’ 2,000 before the recent fight. They can give no additional 
ijjiirmatioii of other i)arts ol the line, and do not know where Hoke’s 
division went to, except that it had gone to the Weldon railroad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JI^O. C. BABCOCK. 
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Plank Eoad Station, 

Se^teiuher 18, 1864 — 8.45 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

Eueiny’s camps broken up in vicinity of large fort west of Weldon 
railroad, reported on the loth instant, are reoocupied this morning. 
All quiet. 

H. W. FULTON, 

iSergeant. 


September 18, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

At 8 a. m. five regiments of rebel infantry, armed and equipped, 
passed to oiu' right over road to right of Petersburg. The number of 
regiments was determined by distinct spaces intervening in the column, 
and by three or four horsemen in the same intervals. About this same 
number, you remember, passed over the road to our left on the eve ot 
September 16. 

1. S. LYON, 

lAmtemiit and Signal Officer. 


Major Fisher: 

All quiet this a. m. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

• Sqitemier 18, 1864 — 9 a, m. 


H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


September 18, 1864 — 9.36 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A body of about 600 infantry has just moved into town from the 
right. They came from the woods at a point due west from this sta- 
tion. There is a small detail on new works to-day. 

JOED AN. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September 18, 1864. 

Major-Oeneral Humphreys, 

Okie/ of Staff; 

General : Five regiments of infantry passed toward Butler’s front 
from Petersburg this a. m. This is the same number reported going 
toward Petersburg on the evening of the 16th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Ilajor and Chief Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Station, 

September 18, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

A regiment of cavalry and a section of artillery came from the left 
on line of the Weldon raikoad and moved toward Petersburg. 

H. W. FULTON. 
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HEADQUAETERfci ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 
Septeynher 18^ 1864 — ll.iO p. m, (Ee(*eive(l 11.50 p. in.) 
Brigadier-General Benham^ 

Commanding Engmeer Brigade^ City Point: 

Some movements of the enemy’s cavalry are reported in the vicinity 
of Sycamore Church, which may have significance in connection vith 
City Point and that vicinity. The commanding general direids that 
you take command of the troops there for its defense. General Patrick 
will order the commanding ofS.cer of the troops serving in his depart- 
ment at City Point to report to you for orders in that connection. A 
battery of artillery was sent there on Friday. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 18^ 1864. (Eeceived 12 p. m.) 

Colonel Gates, 

Commanding Post and Defenses, City Point, Ya. : 

Colonel: You will report to Brigadier-General Beuham, at City- 
Point, for any duty connected with the defense of the point. Suspi- 
cious movements of the enemy have been observed near Sycamore 
Church. 

By command of provost-marshal-general : 

A. J. DALLAS, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 18, 1861 — 9 a. m. 

General S. Williams: 

There has been no material change in the disposition of my lines 
since last report. There are about 1,800 on fatigue from the corps 
to-day. The brigade at the Finn house retarned to its camp yesterday. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 18, 1864 — 11 p. m. (Eeceived 11.10 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock: 

Hunt will send one of his reserve batteries to report to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pierce. You had better keep y^our artillery with you. The 
rebel cavalry are reported on the Blackwater, and a small party, some 
fifteen, was seen and driven on the road from Sycamore Church this 
evening at a point three miles from the church. I don’t know what 
they are ui) to ; it may be a dash at City Point, or it may be an attempt 
to interrupt our communications on the river. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarteus Army of the Potomac, 

Septemher jIS^ 1801 — 11 A5 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Coyps: 

Some movements of the enemy’s cavalry are reported in the vicinity 
of Sycamore Church, which may indicate a movement elsewhere or a 
dash at City Point. General Davies is directed to re-enforce General 
Kautz, to enable him to look after the enemy in the direction of Syca- 
more Church and to concentrate his force as much as practicable. The 
commanding general requests that your command be i)ut on the alert, 
and be prepared to meet any operation of the enemy. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staf. 

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.) 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, 

Septemher 18^ 186 L 

Capt. W, P. Wilson, 

Acting Assistant Adjittant- General^ Second Corps: 

Captain : As the result of an examination of the inclosed work on 
the lelt of the plank road known as Port Crawford, I have the honor 
to report that in my opinion the work in its present condition is inca- 
pable of a proper defense with artillery. The following improvements 
seem to me to be necessary : Fiivst. The banquette at the north and 
west faces should be of sufficient depth to i)ermit the use of artillery at 
any point on those faces, or at least the present platform should be so 
extended as to aUojv four more guns on each face and facilitate the use 
of those now in po'^ition. Second. Magazines should be erected of 
sufficient capacity to contain the artillery ammunition required there 
by permitting the caissons of the light batteries occuiiying tlie work to 
be sent to the rear, as they are not sufficiently covered in the work. 
The only magazine lit for present use is smalh ill-drained, and now 
filled with infantry ammunition, and one situated ]iear the southeastern 
angles is partially filled with water and in a stinking condition. If the 
magazines were situated near the north face they could be easily 
drained by tunnels. Bomb-proofs should take theplace of the traverses 
at the western face. Other improvements than those above mentioned 
would perhaps suggest themselves to the eye of an engineer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. M. EDGELL, 

Ca 2 )fahij Commanding, 


Headquarters Pifth Army Corps, 

Septenib&it' 18^ 1864 — 9 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have the honor to report that since yesterday morning there has 
nothing of im])ortance transpired in my front. Evei*ything last night 
was unusually quiet, even the picket-&ing subsided. Two deserters 
from Eighth Georgia were received and forwarded. 

G. K. WAEEENT, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 



Chap. LIV.l CORRESPONDEKCE, ETC. — UNION. 903 

Geneeal Oedeej^, ) Headquartees Fifth Army Corps, 

Ko. 3G. ) Sepfemher 18^ 1864. 

I. The present oi)portunity must be employed to re-establish, as far 
'as may be, the tone and condition of the corps, and all officers are 
urgently called upon tt) use all the energy in their power to instruct 
ami inspirit tlieir men. 

II. Division commanders are required to see that all articles of dress 
worn by the men are, as far as practicable, uniform, and they will have 
all articles of dress out of uniform replaced. 

III. All officers having cows and those having horses, not entitled to 
them by regulations, will re]>ort the same to these headquarters by the 
20th instant. 

IV. Brigade drills will be had every day until the following maneu- 
vers are fully comprehended : To face by the rear rankj to face by 
the front rank; to march to the front in line of battle; to march to the 
rear in line of battle; to change front to rear on the right or left bat- 
talion; to change front forward on the right or left battalion; to come 
by right or left by file into line. 

y. All the pioneer corps of this corps will assemble on the plain 
between these headquarters and the headquarters of General Ayres 
for ligid inspection at 2 p. m. to-mori"ow. Every man must be present 
with all he has, officers’ efiects included. The inspection will take place 
without regard to weather. 

YI. Officers must at once procure proper insignia to distinguish their 
rank, and these emblems must be worn upon the shoulders. The men 
must wear their pioper badges on their hats. 

VII. The reorganization of the artillery requires the complete con- 
trol of the chief of artillery over all the batteries, and until further 
orders all special assignments of batteries to divisions from these head- 
quaiters are countermanded. 

YIIJ. A brigade will be selected for inspection and review from each 
division on Thursday, the 22d instant, and any unexplained neglect to 
comprehend the simple maneuvers laid down in paragraph lY will be 
considered sufficient reason for bringing the commanding officer before 
a board of examination. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oener ah 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Ko. 232. ] SeptemUr 18, 1864. 

I. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the Poto- 
mac, Company D, First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry, wiU tit once 
proceed with its officers and all its baggage to report to Brig. Gen. M. 
E. Patrick, provost-marshal-general, at headquarters Army of the Po- 
tomac. If any of the men belonging to this company are temporarily 
absent, on picket or otherwise, they will at once be brought in to go 
with it. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 



904 


OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

^^ptemher 18. 1861 — 9 a. m, 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the lionor to report all quiet on the front of the Ninth Oorj)s * 
during the past twenty-four hours. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

8epteml)er 18, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A, A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Arjny of the Fotomae: 

General: I have the honor to report all quiet and no changes on 
cavalry line of pickets during the ])ast night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. DAVIES, jR., 

Brigadier- General of VoUmteers, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 18, 1804 — 11.30 p. m. (Eeceived 12, midnight.) 
Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commandwg Cavalry, Army of the Potomac: 

To save time, General Kautz sent direct to these headquarters reports 
from his officers picketing in the vicinity of Sycamore Church, that 
citizens informed them that the enemy’s cavalry were advancing on 
Sycamore Church and also on Cocke’s Mill road. The force was stated 
to be, in one instance, a brigade, in another, a division. Captain Speers 
saw some twelve or fifteen of the enemy’s cavalry on the road followed 
Friday, a short distance in front of Sycamore Church. Guerrillas have 
always hovered about there, but not cavalry. If the enemy should be 
in some force there, it may be in connection with a movement elsewhere, 
or a dash at City Point. The commanding general directs tliat you 
re-enforce General Kautz, so as to enable him to move out in that direc- 
tion early to-morrow morning and ascertain what foi*ee of the enemy is 
there, and what he is about. The troops should move about 3 a. m., so 
as to reach General Kautz at daylight. The (‘ommanding general 
enjoins vigilance on the part of your command, and its concent]‘ation as 
far as practicable, so as to be ready for any operation the enemy may 
have on foot. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 18, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Com manding Cavalry : 

General : General Hancock directs me to say that in case of neces- 
sity he wdll support your command to-morrow in the vicinity of the 
plank road with infantry. He has been informed that a part of your 
command is to be sent from this i)oint to re-enforce General Kautz. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MOEGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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Headqx^arters Second Division Cavalry, 

Sejytemher IS. 1864. 

Col. G. H. Smith, 

Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Second Biv. Gav.j Army of the Potomac: 
Colonel : The general commanding directs that you have your com- 
mand saddled at daylight to-morrow (September 19, 1861). You are also 
directed to send a reconnaissance of about one battalion to Proctor^s 
and one down on Gary’s Church road. These parties must start about 
one lionr before the break of day. 

\''ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. , 

Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


In the Field, S&ptemher ISj 1864 — 12 m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

(Care of Major-General Wallace, Baltimore.) 

All perfectly quiet. The cattle were not recaptured. Deserters are 
coming in, all reporting exertions making to till up the army. NTo 
change in disposition of troops in our front. Xo cannonading of con- 
sequence during the morning or last evening. Line repaired and work- 
ing to Fortress Monroe. 

BEKJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Viroinia and Korth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

September 18^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Georoe A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring 
Hill: 

A train of six freight and two passenger cars, heavily loaded with troops, toward 
Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 

Lieutenant f Signal Officer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. R. GLUM, 

Captain and. Chief Signal Officer. 


Dutch Gap, Va., September 18 , 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery : 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired all 
day, wounding two men in the canal. Am of the opinion that the quick- 
est and best way to stop their firing altogether is to send fifty men 
across and capture their pieces. Think it could be done. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEEOE, 

Captain^ First Connecticxit Artillery. 
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Headquarteks Tenth Army Corps, 

iSeptemher 18/1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

There have been no changes of troops on my line. I have not been 
advised of the cause of the artillery firing. 1 would resi)ectfully sug- 
gest that the captains and lieutenants wlio have independent authority 
to open fire from the heavy guns on my line should, when they do so, 
advise my division general commanding their line why they do so, so 
that I can learn the cause. When I took command of this line there 
was a constant, incessant musket and artilleiy fire. General Ord losing 
1,000 men during a mouth. I have tried to reduce the matter to a sys- 
tem, and have ox)eiied on the town only to stop the fire on my troops. 
I think it will be found that less ammunition has been exx)ended 
during my coininand than during same time preceding, and troops have 
had more rest and done double the fatigue duty. 

D. B. BIRFEY, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Lianx Artillery Brig-., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Feterslmrg^ Ya.^ Se^temher 18, 1864. 
Capt. Charles II. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Cor^ps: 

Captain: I have nothing of imxmrtance to report this morning. 
There was only one round fired at the enemy yesterday. Private George 
Yanderwarker, Battery H, Third New York, wounded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSON, 

Lieut Col., Assistant' Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 


Hdqrs. First Brig., First Diy., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Vetersbarg, Va., September 18, 1864. 

Capt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- G eneral : 

Captain : I have the honor to report that no changes have been made 
in this command during the past twenty-four hours. The ofiicer of the 
trenches reports this morning: The line was during the night very 
quiet, nothing worthy of mention transpiring.^^ No casualties during 
the last twenty-four holy's. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. 0. VOEIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade. 


Heabqhartbrs Seoonb DivisioNj Tenth Army Corps, 

Fear Petersburg, Va., September 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

• Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been no change 
in the disposition of troops of this division during the past twenty-four 
hours. A fatigue detail of 200 men has been engaged at work on the 
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lunette on tlie left of tlie railroad, and one of 300 on tlie inclosed work 
on my right, besides details engaged on various parts of the line in 
repairing tlie banquette and raising and strengthening the parapet. 
EespectMly, yours, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier-General^ Goimnanding, 


ITdqus. TniBD Bnia., Second Div., Tenth Aemy Coeps, 

Ifear Betershirg, Va,, SeiJtemher 18, 186d, 

Capt. P. A. Davis, 

Assistant Adjiitant- General^ Second Div., Teyitli Army Corps: 
Captain : I have the honor to report that the working parties on my 
front have been employed during the last twenty four hours in con- 
structing the parapet in rear of the present line and in collecting 
material for revetment. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. A. OSBOEK, 

Colonel Twenty -fourth Massachmetts Yolmiteers, Gomdg, Brigade, 


IlEADQUAETEES CAVALBY DIVISION, 

Septemher 18, 1864 — 8,30 p, m, 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Cavalry Division: 


Captain: Ko reports have been received from the picket-line, and' 
I only presume that all is quiet from that reason. I will see that the 
reports are resumed as usual. The losses in the First District ot 
Columbia Cavalry have rendered it necessary to put the Third ITew 
York Cavalry on picket, and the line is very insecure, even with this 
addition, and gives no reserve to support the line. A brigade of infan- 
try is at Prince Ceorge Court-House for the jireseiit, but I do not know 
whether it will remain there. I have called for the returns of casual- 
ties and reports fi'Ojn the regiments about the affair of the 16th, and 
will forward them as soon as received. Cannot some changes be made 
so as not to make the duty so heavy Most of the men go on post 
on alternate days. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division, 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 18, 186 i — 9,30 p, m, 

Maijor-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General: Inclosed I send you reports from the pickets, just received. 
I do not understand the movement. If there is such a force as repre- 
sented it must be in connection with some other movement. I have 
diiected the avenues to be guarded as well as possible, but the whole 
force, by concentrating all the cavalry east of Mount Sinai Church, will 
not muster over 500 men. I send these reports to your headquarters 
to save time. Please to notify the general commanding the Second 
Cavalry Division of the fact. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Division, 
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[IncloBuie.j 

Hdqrs. SEC01N13 Cavaley BsiaADE, Katjtz’s Division, 

September 18^ 186 i — 8 p, on, 

Capt. M. J. Asoh, 

Acting Assistmt Adjutant-General: 

Captain: Inclosed please find report from Maj. F. A. Stratton. 
Captain Speers sends word by an orderly tliat he went out on the road we 
went out on in pursuit of the rebels some distance, and he saw between 
twelve and fifteen mounted rebels; that they fell back as he approached 
them. The citizens reported to Captain Griffin that a brigade of re])el 
cavalry is advancing on the Cocke’s Mill road. He, Captain Griffin, in 
Captain Speers’ absence, drew back his pickets, doubling posts until he 
(*onnects with the Eleventh Pennsylvania. T have ordered him to 
I)icket to Sycamore and to re-establish his picket on the road we went 
out. Please send further directions if required. Telegraph road on 
my rear is open to City Point, 

Yours, 

SAM. WETHEEILL, 

Major Eleventh Penoisylvania Cavalry^ Ooonmanding Brigade. 

[Sub-inclosTire ] 

Headquarters Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 

Near Rollins^ Souse^ September 18, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

Lieutenant Gulio, 

Actg. Asst. Adjt Gen., Second Brigade, Kaoitz^s Division: 

Sir : The First District of Columbia sent word to my outpost before 
sundown that a citizen by the name of Dunn came in and reported that 
there was a rebel brigade at the Black water; that he could hear bugles 
and see camp-fires, &c. Sergeants Cook and Smith, of Company D, 
went up to Sycamore Church about sundown. The corporal on picket 
where the road turns to the right just this side of Sycamore told them 
that the citizen (the same one) reported a division about two miles out, 
and that a force was advancing on the telegraph (Fort Powhatan) 
road. Captain Speers had gone out to recoiiuoiter on the latter road. 
Sergeants C. and S. are certain they heard bugles at a considerable dis- 
tance while they were there. Smoke could be seen, butwhether camj)- 
fires or fire in the woods was uncertain. I send you all the informa- 
tion I have, thinking that you may not have received a report from Cap- 
tain Speers. 

EespectfiiUy, 

FEANKLIN A. STEATTOK, 

Major Eleventh Penoisylvania Cavalry, Commanding Regiment. 


Headquarters Kautz’s Cavalry Division, 

September 18, 1864. 

Maj. E. S. Davis, 

Assistaoit Adjutaoit- General, Dept, of Ya. and N. G.: 

Major : I would respectfully call the attention of the general com- 
manding the department to the reduction in this division by the trans- 
fer of the greater portion of the First District of Columbia Cavalry to 
the Army of the Potomac. The division has been otherwise reduced by 
losses in battle, expiration of service, &c., so much so that it will soon 



Chap. LIV.] 


COERESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


909 


render it an absurdity to call it a division, or even entitle it to be called 
a brigade, so far as numbers are concerned. I, therefore, respectfolly 
request that all detachments from the division be returned to it. I 
also recommend the mounting and equipping of the Pirst Maryland 
Cavalry, now doing duty as infantry in the Tenth Corps, and that it be 
assigned to this division. This regiment is a veteran regiment and has 
been much discouraged by not being allowed to receive their horses. 
Colonel Evans, the commander of the regiment, is a graduate of West 
Point and a captain in the Sixth U. S. Cavalry. I believe it will be to 
the interest of the service if this regiment could be allowed to serve as 
suggested. 

Very respectfull;^ , v<nir obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadi&t'- General^ Commanding Cavalry Division, 

[Tndorsemcnt J 

Headquarters Army of the James, 

SeptemJjer 21^ 1864, 

Approved. 

As soon as horses can be x)rocured the regiment will be mounted, 

BE¥J. E. BUTLEE, 
Major-General,, Commanding, 


Major Wetherill, 
Commanai\ 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 18^ 1864, 


' ing ^ etc.; 


Watch well all the avenues of approach with what force you have. 
The general will report to army headquarters and re-enforcement will 
inobably be sent you. I will inform you as soon as I hear from head- 
quarters. Keep us advised of every movement on the part of the 
enemy. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. J. ASCH, 

^ Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


City Point, Ya,, September 19j 1864 — 8,30 p, m, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, 

Washington^ D, 0.: 

A large ].')art of the convalescents sent from Alexandria here belong to 
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps, and have to be immediately returned. 
Please dfrect the commanding officer there to caution his provost-mar- 
shal against making this mistake, 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


General Humphreys: 


City Point, September 19^ 1864, 


Is it known that the enemy are moving on our left*? 

0. B. COMSTOCK, 

Aide-de-Camp, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
8ejptember 10^ 1861 — 9.50 a. m. (Eeceived 10 a. m.) 
Col. 0. B. Comstock, 

Aide-de-Gami)j Gitij Faint: 

General Kaiitz reported last niglit some reported movements of 
enemy’s cavalry toward Sycamore Cliurcli and Cocke’s Mill. He was 
directed to move out there at daylight this morning and look after the 
enemy. INo report has been received from him. All measures taken 
were simply precautionary. It was thought probable that there was 
nothing in the reported movement. The commanding general requests 
me to say that he thinks some more extended works than those at City 
Point should be thrown up, the si)acc inclosed by them being too con- 
tracted. General Benham vdll be directed to take the matter in hand. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 19^ 1864 — 1 p. m. (Eeceived 3.15 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GrInt: 

Everything has been quiet since my last dispatch till about 7 p. m. 
last evening, when General Kautz reported the appearance of the 
enemy’s cavalry in the vidnity of Sycamore Church. General Davies 
was immediately ordered to re-entbreo Kautz by a brigade of his division 
and to push out and ascertain what the enemy was doing. A dispatch 
just received from Kautz, dated 12 m., confirms the previous report of 
the enemy’s cavaby being in force near Sycamore Chuich, and states 
he is about sending Colonel Stedmau’s brigade, of l)a\ies'’ diviv^ion, to 
reconnoiter; no reason given why this reconnaissance w^as not made 
this morning as ordered. 1 am at a loss to account for the appearance 
of the enemy’s cavalry at this point, unless a dash is intended on our 
rear. To provide against this, besides the cavalry, I h<ive placed a 
brigade of infantry on the Korfolk stage road and one at Prince George 
Coxu't-Hoiise, and, as I am unable to extend any farther, have requested 
Major-General Butler to place a brigade at the Old Court-House as part 
of the defenses of City Point, where I have sent a battery of artillery 
and placed the troops under the command of Brigadier-General Benham, 
the senior officer present. The signal officers have reported some move- 
ments of the enemy indicating a partial return of the troops from their 
right to left. Hoke’s division, however, withdrawn from their extreme 
left, has not returned, according to report of deserters in this morning, 

GEO. G-. MEADE, 

Major- General^ Command i nr;. 

3 p. M. 

The foregoing was prepared to send in cipher when information was 
received you w^ere on your way up the river. Since writing it Major- 
General Butler has telegraphed he will send two brigades to Old Court- 
House, and deserters report that Hoko has retimied to the left and is 
lying in reserve in rear of Bushrod Johnson. 1 have directed the engi- 
neers to examine the vicinity of Old Court-House for the location of 
a work which shall be part of a lino either to Piince George Court- 
House or to Point of Eocks, in case it should be desirable to hold either 
of these lines. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Oomma7iding, 
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Headquarters Arimy of the Potomac, 
September 19^ 1864 — 1.15 p, m. (Eeceived 1.25 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, 

Aide-de-Gamp^ City Faint: 

General Kautz reports that Captain Speers, on duty at Sycamore 
Church, in his morning report, states that the enemy are in his front 
in force, but all was quiet. Colonel Stedman, in command of the 
brigade sent General Kautz at daylight this morning, has been directed 
to look after the enemy there, and a report is expected j&rom him this 
afternoon. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Major-General Meade: 
Have just returned. 


City Point, September 19^ 1861. 


IT. S. GRANT, 

Lmitenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 19, 1864 — 5 p. m. (Received 5.20 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I am glad to hoar of your return. I sent a dispatch at 3 p. m., since 
which timenothing has been heardfrom General Kautz^s reconnaissance, 
though his last dispatch seemed to intimate a doubt as to the presence 
of the enemy in force near Sycamore Church, though it was twice 
reported by Colonel [Captain] Speers. In view of the large amount of 
property about City Point, and extending for some distance outside, I 
deemed it prudent to ask General Butler to send a spare brigade, if he 
had one, to Old Court-House. He telegraphed in reply he would send 
two. As nothing seems to have been developed to-day, I think one bri- 
gade will be ample. As you have returned, however, I will leave this 
question to you. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 19, 1864 — 5.20 p. m. (Received 5.30 p. in.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

I send a dispatch* just received from Kautz. It appears Captain 
Speers^ repox't last evening, repeated this morning, is not confirmed by 
Colonel Stedman’s reconnaissance, and that there has been no enemy 
in that vicinity since the cattle raid. I would, however, suggest, if it 
meets your views, one of Butler^s brigades being retained for awhile at 
Old Court-House, for 1 notice by the Richmond paper of to-day that 
very highly-colored accounts are given of the stores, &c., at City Point, 
and a sudden dash, such as was made the other morning, if made dur- 
ing the night, might occasion trouble. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


See Kautz to Humphreys, 4 p. m., p. 932. 
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City Point, Va., 8ei)teml)er tO^ 186L 

Brig. Gen. M. E. Patrick, 

Frovofit-Marshal-General^ ti'c*. ; 

You will please report to these headquarters the names and probable 
or positive method of desertion, if the same lias been or can be ascer- 
tained, of all deserters who may hereafter airive at this point from the 
North. It is particularly desii ed to have reported such as have deserted 
to the enemy and by him sent through to the North. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

GEO. K. LEBT, 

Ass infant Adj utant- General 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Proyost-Marshal-General, 

September 19^ 1864, 


Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Our men returned from over the river this morning, 
having met an agent Avho left Eichmond yesterday afternoon, from 
whom, and from two refugees brought out of Eichmond by the agent, 
and to our lines by our men, the following is obtained: As careful an 
inquiry as possible has been made into the movement of guns said to 
have recently taken place about Petersburg. It is believed that some 
eleven very heavy guns were taken from their iiositions about Peters- 
burg; that part of them were put in iiosition on Drewry’s Blufr, and 
part upon a new line whicli has been laid out between l^etersburg and 
Eichmond. In the early part of the week it had been rumored that 
General Early was to be called to Eichmond to answer a charge of 
drunkenness. Nothing more was heard of this, but General Early was 
in Eichmond on Wednesday, uhen it Avas undei stood that a (*ouncil of 
general officers Avas held at Mr. Davis’ house. Ail the prominent gen- 
erals from General Lee’s army and in Eichmond Avere present. The 
fblloAving rumors as to what passed are given for Avhat they are worth: 
It was said that General Early insisted upon more men being sent to 
him if he was ordered to hold the Valley; that General Lee also very 
sti*enuoiisly pressed the fact that Avithout re-enforcements he would be 
unable to hold his lines or meet the expected extension of ihe Union 
lines; that it was admitted that a part of the rebel lines are move skele- 
tons; that at Chesterfield particularly the line had been Aveakened to 
such an extent, in order to strengthen the enemy’s right, as to make it a 
common subject of conversation. It Avas said to be agi*eed that Early 
should not return from the Valley unless necessitated to do so by an 
attack here which could not be repelled, and that if Early should not 
be able to get down in time they were then to fall back to the new line 
between Petersburg and Eichmond. It is understood that the battalions 
composed of men employed in the Government works are to be called out 
and put in the service for sixty days, to be replaced as far as possible 
by AA'ounded soldiers, deserters from our army, and prisoners taken 
from us who arc Avilling to take the oath of allegiance to the Confed- 
erate States. The work at Dutch Gap occasions a great many rumors 
and some uneasiness, as the peoidc cannot learn Avhat it is expected to 
accomplish. It is said that a floating obstruction is being built to be 
placed at Cox’s Perry in case the Av<mk at Dutch Gap on our part 
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sliould i)rove to be a success, and tliat a very large ancbor has been 
sunk at the upper obstructions to enable the gun-boats to be warped 
tlirough them when it shall be necessary for them to retire up the river. 
Our agent had information, which he believes to be reliable, that the 
torpedo party, who had been doing nothing for two or three weeks, left 
Eichmond on Saturday night with a wagon-load of torpedoes, and it 
was exi)ected that they would attempt to put them in the water some- 
where between the mouth of the Chickahominy and Jamestown Island. 
This information was obtained from an officer of the rank of captain, 
who has been out with the torpedo party several times before, and who, 
on Saturday, upon being asked about some preparations for departure, 
gave the above as the reason. Papers brought by the men are in- 
closed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEG-E H. SnAEPE, 
Golonelj 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sejpteynher 19^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Gliief of Staff: 

General: Ten deserters have just been forwarded, representing 
Wise’s, Scales’, and Thomas’ brigades. Three from Scales’ brigade. 
Thirty-eighth NTorth Carolina Eegiment, report that their brigade is 
lying across the Weldon railroad directly in front of the lead-works, 
with McGowan and Lane on the light. This comprises alf of Wilcox’s 
division excepting Thomas’ brigade, which is on the north side of the 
Appomattox. A deserter from the Thirty-fifth Georgia, Thomas’ bri- 
gade, came into the lines of the Tenth Army Corps at 10 a. m. yester- 
day. He reports that his brigade (Thomas’) extends from the Appo- 
mattox at a point opposite Beauregard’s line to Pickett’s division, a 
distance of four miles. This is the only brigade between the above 
Xioints. Dcseiteis from Forty-sixth Yirginia, Wise’s brigade, report 
no change on their line up to daylight this a. m., when they came in. 
Hoke’s ^vision had returned from the right and went into camp yes- 
terday about noon in a ravine about half a mile to the rear of Bushrod 
Johnson’s division. INo other movements determined from the exam- 
ination. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

SejHemher 19^ 1804. 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Gity Point: 

Deserters from Scales’ brigade locate Wilcox’s division on right, 
Scales’ across the Weldon railroad at lead-works, and Lane and 
McGowan to right. Thomas’ brigade holds line from Pickett’s division 
to i)oint on Appomattox opposite Beauregard. Hoke’s division returned 
from the right yesterday morning and is now in camp half a mile to rear 
of Johnson’s division in a ravine. Seven deserters from Wise’s bri- 
gade to-day. 


58 R R — VOL XLII, PT II 
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IIeadquaeteevS Army of the James, 
September 19^ 1S6J, (Received 7.45 p. m.) 

Colonel Sharpe, 

Gitif Pom^, Va. : 

I find on nortli side of the James — Benning’s brigade, of 800 men ; 
Gregg’s, of about the same number, and Bushrod Johnson’s old brigade, 
of not over 600 or 700 men ; also the City Battalion and one brigade 
of cavalry. In our immediate front is Pickett’s division entire, of not 
over 3,500 men (probably not over 3,000), and Thomas’ brigade, of Wil- 
cox’s division. All the information I can get fully confirms yours as 
to the hard times existing in the Confederacy. The geuerai sent to- 
night by Major Miilford to Richmond for your man. The boat will 
leave Bermuda Hundred to go up to-morrow. The letters you sent 
will go with her. 

JOHN I. DAYBNPORT, 

Lieiitemuhf^ Alde-de-Camp mid Assintant Promst-Marsliah 


Headquarters Army of the Potomao, 

September 10^ 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Ghief of Staff: 

General: The plank road station reports: 


The enemy is working in considerable force upon a new line of earth- works coij- 
nected with the fort west) of the Weldon railroad and extending southward as far as 
can he seen from here; are also working in small force at (Hiferent points along our 
whole front. One hundred and sixty infantry have just passed southward along the 
Weldon railroad. Camps unchanged. 

PULTON. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
(Copy to GenerarHancock.) 


B. F. FISHER, 
Major mid Ghief Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 186 L 

Major Fisher, 

Ghief Siffnal Officer : 

The enemy is using the Weldou railroad from the lead-works to 
Petersburg. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 1864, 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

* I have a tree from which I can see the lead- works and half a mile 
of the enemy’s works to the right of them,* can see a small village 
composed of about ten houses about two miles south of Petersburg; 
saw a few wagons passing through the village this a. m. Cannot find 
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any open country to tbe left of General Warren’s position. Can see 
cars passing the lead-^vorks, and of a clear day I think will be able 
to look into the town of Petersburg. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant^ Signal Officer, 


Walthall Sional Station, 
Septemher 10, 1861 — 11,45 a. m, 

]\rajor PiSHER, 

Chief Si(fnal Officer: 

Four regimdiits of infantry just passed open space near Wliitehead’s 
Factory, going toward euemv’s left. 

H. W. HOLMAN", 

Sergeant, 


Hbadquarteijs Army of the Potomac, 

. September 19, 1861, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The lookout at the Walthall house station reports four 
regiiiieiits of infantry having passed beyond Whitehead’s Factory going 
toward the enemy’s position in front of Butler. 

Very respecttiilly, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Walthall Sional Station, 
September 19, 1864 — 6 p. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

The following has been intercepted: 


m. 


Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant AdJutanUOena'al : 

All quiet this a. m. One gun boat above pontoon. 

(Same to A.B.) 


9 A. M. 

J. A. S., 

At 0. 


Colonel B[rent] : 

One battery of artillery drilling in open space. 
(Same to A. B.) 


11.20 A. M, 


J. A. S., 

At 0. 


2 p. ar. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Five wagons passed Point of Rocks going toward lower pontoon. Steamer just 
gone down the river. ' 

J, A. S. 

(Same to A.B.) 

H, W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant, 
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Walthall Signal Station, 

September 19, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. Enemy still at work on the breast-works to the 
right of Fort Oliffcoii. The following was just intercepted : 


Colonel B[rent]: 
All qniet tins p. m. 


Two gun-hoats above pontoon. 


J. A. S., 

At G. 


H. W. HOLMAN’, 

. Sergeant, 


Maijor Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

The following was intercepted 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 10, 1864 — 6 p, m. 


Colonel B[rent]: 

One company of cavalry came from Prince George; passed on military road rear of 
Battery 5, going toward City Point. Fifteen wagons passed on same road going 
toward enemy^s front, and twenty-six wagons passed on road east of Jordan’s bouse 
going toward City Point. 

J. Q. ETHEREDGE. 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMANT, 

Sergeant. 


September 10, 1864r— C.3() p. ni. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

A new camp has appealed in rear of Cemetery mil, and from the style 
of the tents (A-tents) and the number of them I think it is the same 
Avhich moved from west of Whitehead’s. Ordinary fatigue parties on 
new works to-day. Two or three small detachments of infan try on dif- 
ferent roads and several small trains moving in diftereut directions 
comprise all the movements noticed in enemy’s lines. 

A. 0. JOEHAK, 

Sergeant, 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September 19, 186L 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The following reports are respectfully forwarded: 

Walihall House. 


Tbe camps to our right of Port Clifton have considerably increased. K party of 
200 or 300 men were strengthening that line of works during the day. A new earth- 
work is being built southwest of Petersburg. 


Station njq-au the Priend House. 
A now camp h<is apimarcd in rear of Cemetery Hill. 


Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. PISIIER, 
Major ancL Chief Signal Officer. 
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Special Orders, } War I)ept., Adjt. General’s Office, 

N’o. 309. I Waslilngtony ISeptemher iSGf, 

^ * 

51. Maj. John Hancock, assistant adjutant-general of Tolunteers, is 
hereby relieved from duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will report 
in person, without delay, to the Adjutant-General of the Army for 
assignment to duty. 

Bv order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWHSENTD, 

A. 9.9 1 at ant Ad } utan t- Gen em h 


" City Point, Heptemher :/.0, 1t%‘f — a. on, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Your dispatch of 11.40 [p. m. ISthJ received. Colonel Gates, who is 
now with me, rei)orts that he has only thirty-hve mounted, which he is 
now sending out on a reconnaissance. A squadron of cavalry, if it 
can be spared, would be desirable here. 

H. W. BENHAM, 

Bo'igadier- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

, Septernher 7.9, IHGf — 1 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Oommaoiding at City Point: 

Kautz’s cavalry are picketing at Sycamore Church and Cocke’s 
Mill, and he will move out there in the morning with considerable 
force to look after the enemy. There is .no cavalry that can be sent 
you. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff', 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
S^temher 19 ^ 1861 — 10 a. on, (Received 10.25 a. m.) 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding JSotginecr Brigade^ City Point: 

The commanding general considers the works at City Point too con- 
tracted, and directs that you make the necessary examinations for 
throwing up an intrenched line, giving considerable more space around 
the Point for the depots, camps of employes, &c., and submit a project 
for the necessary wsorks. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 



918 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIY* 


Headquarters Aemy of the Potomac, 
September 19^ 1864 — ^,^0 p. m, (Eeeeived 2.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General Benham, 

Gommanding Engineer Brigade^ Cliif Point: 

Tlie object of the presence of some cavalry force of the enemy about 
Sycamore Cburcb not Laving been yet developed, the major-general 
commanding has requested Major-General Butler to send some infan- 
try, to be posted in the vicinity of Old Court-House on Bailey^s Creek, 
to" serve under your orders. General Butler has directed two brigades 
of infantry to report to you, and informs tbe commanding general that 
he will or has telegraphed you to send a staff officer to meet the troops 
and conduct them to tlie position they are to occupy. The officer at 
Sycamore Church, in his morning report, stated that some force of the 
enemy was in front of that place, but that everything was quiet. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 19^ 1864-*-J9.50 p, m. (Eeeeived 3 p. m.) 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding JEngineer Brigade^ City Point: 

Major Michler, acting chief engineer, has been directed to throw up 
a redoubt in the vicinity of Old Court-House that will serve as part of 
a line &om Prince George Court-House to the Old Court-House, and 
also as part of a line from Point of Eocks to same place. The engineer 
officers will call on you for details for working parties from the force 
sent to occupy that point. Please furnish such as may be required. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


City Point, September 19^ 1864 — 4 p, m. 

(Eeeeived 7.15 j). m.) 

General A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Your dispatch was received about thirty minutes ago, as also one 
previously from General Butler. Both came to me while I was out 
selecting line of defense according to your order received about noon. 
I at once ordered an aide to pontoon bridge to meet the troops, with 
directions to post the largest brigade at Ohl Court I louse, with one regi- 
ment in advance at the fork of the roads, about one-third of a mile south 
of Bailey’s Creek, and the smaller brigade at Batte’s house, one-third of 
a mile west, with one-half of a regiment in advance on Bailey’s Creek 
crossing and one-half regiment on its right on the west. In the recon- 
naissance I have made I have selected, by your order received at noon, 
as the best line, and such as will keep an enemy full two miles from 
City Point at the least, on our right, the line from Bailey’s Creek 
lower crossing by Old Court-House, the Knox house, and thence north 
along the second ridge for this camp, with a redoubt on the third ridge 
opposite the north end of the second ridge, which covers the cavalry 
hospitals and all • ^.ani p.- from right. I reconnoitered for an advance 
line, in case it should be required, and this should start, if required, in 
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my judgment, from Old Court-House to the Tvest and northwest by 
Peterson Batte’s to Cobb’s house, passing either by the west of Temple 
house ruins or on the ridge one-third of a mile south of those ruins. 

H. W. BEHHAM, 

Brigadier- General, 


City Point, Sepemher 19, 1864 — 7.30 p. m. 
General A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 have just learned from a messenger sent to Point of Eoeks that 
the two brigades from (xeneral Butler crossed the pontoon bridge 
between G and 7 o’clock, and are now moving to the i)Ositions assigned 
them. My aide informs me that these brigades together do not amount 
to 1,500 men, and they may not be over 1,200. 

H. TV. BEHHAM, 

Brigadier- General. 


City Point, Septemher 19, 1864. 

General TVilliams: 

General Benham is now out to select the position for new works, by 
order of General Humphreys. There are GCO men in this brigade — 
Colonel Gates has about 400 colored troops and 200 white; there is 
also a Maine battery here with four guns and 120 men. 

C. CLAPP, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Eng-ineer Brigade, 

Citg Point, r«., September 19, 1861 — 12,30 a. m. 

Major Otis, 

Commanding Bismounied Gamp: 

I am directed by General H. TV. Benham to say to you that he has 
just received intelligenc'C from the headquarters Army of the Potomac 
that the enemy’s cavalry are making some movement in the vicinity of 
Sycamore Church. This information is sent you that you may be on 
the alert, and if you deem it expedient send your horses to this i)lace. 
If by any possibility you have any mounted men it is very desii*able 
either that you send them out yourself or order them to report to me 
here for orders for scouting. 

Eespectfully, 

CHAKNIHG CLAPP, 

Assistayit Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Engineer Brigade, 

City Pointy Ya., September 19, 1864 — 1 a. m. 

Capl. E. J. Strang: 

The general commanding has received, as commander of the post 
here, information from headquarters Army of the Potomac that the 
hnemy’s cavalry arc making a demonstration in the vicinity of Syca- 
more Church. He sends you this intelligence that you maybe in readi- 
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ness to rnn your stock within the lines if necessary; i)erhaps the surest 
method of doing this will be along the beach. Will you i^lease inform 
him if you have any mounted men that can be sent out, and also if you 
receive any intelligence otherwise than through him. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CUAmimG OLAPP, 

A ssi sta nt A dj ntan t- Gen eral. 


Headqttabteus Second Army Coups, 

September 19^ 18b 1 — 1^.80 a. m. 


General nuMPnuEYS, 

Chief of Staff: 

It is proper to intorm you that I have 2,700 men detailed for fatigue 
to-morrow morning. 

WINFT) S. HAhTCOCK, 

Major-GeneraL 


HeADQUABTEUS AUMY OP THE POTOMAC, 
September 19^ 1861 — 1Z55 a, m, (Eeceived 1 a. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The information respecting the enemy’s cavalry is not so ])ositive or 
definite as to require more than the general jmecautions mentioned. 

A. A. ilUMPHEEYIS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


General Williams: 


Headquauters Hecond Army Coups, 

September 19^ 1801, 


Ho material change in my lines or disposition of troops since last 
report; 2,700 men on fatigue duty this maiming constructing defenses 
and railroad cut. 

WIHF’l) B. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarteus Second Aumy Coups, 

September 19^ 1801, 

Major-General Meade: 

I find this morning that the brigade at the Court-House had a battery 
during the night. Sly acting chief of artillery reported that there was 
no battery there, but it appeal's that when the horse artillery was with- 
drawn yesterday the division commander sent down his battery again. 

WINFH S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Sex)tember 79, 1864, 


The brigade of Colonel Pierce, at l^rince George, is not very large, 
and I suggest that it would be well for General Hunt to withdraw his 
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battery now, eight guns are rather more than the brigade can take 
care of. Colonel Smyth is now here, and if yon accede to the ^suggestion 
he will order the battery to leport to General Hunt. 

WESTF^D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

/September 19^ 186i, (Sent 10.45 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock. 

Commanding Second Corps : 

The commanding general accedes to the suggestion that the batteiy 
sent to the brigade by General Hunt be ordered back to him. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General ayid Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

^ September 19^ 1864,. 

Lieutenant Benyaurd, 

JEngineer: 

To-morrow I wish you would look at the embrasures on the southwest 
side of the fort, on the plank road, hitherto known as Fort Crawford. 
You will find the embrasui*es do not admit of a sufficient field of fire. 
None on the south side can see so far to the left as the angle of Fort 
Alexander Hays. All the embrasures on tliat side require widening on 
the left-hand face, and on the other side also, and some of them both 
.ways. 1 do not know who is in charge, but I venture to predict that a 
nice engineer would condemn the direction of the left face of the 
i‘edoiibt building in front of the Westbrook house — that is, if I under- 
stand the object of that redoubt. See Michler about it; he will know. 
Your obedient servant, 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 1864 — 4,30 a. m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

One of our outposts just sent in reports having heard a heavy rum- 
bling of wheels, as if artillery was moving. The Fourth South Carolina 
and Sixth North Carolina Cavalry are Just put on picket. The call 
(boots and saddles) has been blown. Frequent tinkling of cow bells as 
if their ])ickets were being posted. 


(Forwarded to General Davies.) 


G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 
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Headqtjaetees Fifth Aemy Ooeps, 

/September 19, 1864. 

Brig, Gen, S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1 : 

Geneeal : I have the honor to report that everything -was very quiet 
in my front during yesterday and last night. One deserter Jrom Thirty- 
eighth North Carolina was received last night and two more l&om same 
regiment this morning. They are now on their way to armyheadquar- 

G, K, WAEKEN, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headqtjaetees Fifth Aemy Ooeps, 

Bf^tetnber 19, 1864. 

General Meade: 

I am trying all I can to excite the energy and soldierly pride of this 
corps, and I think it would help the whole army very much to publish 
an order from your headquarters saying what battles may be inscribed 
on the regimental flags by those present in them since you have com- 
manded the Aimy of the Potomac, and also authorizing all men in 
those battles to wear the battle chevron for each battle they were in, 
A board might be appointed in each corps to carry out the order by 
deciding whether the regiment was entitled to the honor. The oper- 
ation would be immediate and woxild bo better than to have a report 
made and claims submitted, which would take considerable time, 
Eespectfiilly, 

G, K. WAEEEN, 

Majoi'-General. . 


Headqtjaetees Aemt of the Potomac, 
September 19, 1864 — 8 p. m. (Eeceived 9 p, m.) 
Maiior-General Waeeen: 

I will reply fully to your telegram in reference to inscribing battles 
on flags so soon as 1 can ascertain what has been done previously in 
this matter and what are my powers in the premises, I am under the 
impression the War Department alone has the power to give the nec- 
essaiy peiinission, 

GEO, G, MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Hbadqhaetbes Ninth Aemy Ooeps, 

September 19, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

Nothing unusual occurred in my front during the last twenty-four 
hours. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

Monday^ S^teniher 19 ^ 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General I Pursuant to orders received last night, tlie First Brigade 
of this division started at 3.15 a. m. to report to Brigadier-General 
Kautz, leaving their picket-line established, taking 1,000 men. At 4 
a. m. I dispatched a torce to patrol the Jerusalem plank road as far as 
Proctor’s farm, and also a i)arty from Gary’s Church to move in the 
direction of Beams’. ISTeither of these have as yet reported back. My 
pickets report all quiet. A small party of dismounted men approached 
my outside vedettes on the Weldon railroad soon after daylight and 
asked for an exchange of papers; said they would not fire, if our men 
would not, and fell back. I will forward reports from the patrols as 
soon as received. 

KespectfuUy, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 
Brigadier- General^ Oonunanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

Sejgtember 19, 1864 — 1^.30 p. m. 

Maiior-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I forwai*d herewith report received* this a. m. from Gen- 
eral Kautz, from which it appears that the brigade sent him this a. m. 
is now engaged in ascertaining the position and movements of the ^ 
enemy. From hiwS reports of his present force and his picket-line, I 
presume he has been unable jto use more than that brigade in moviiig 
after the enemy while keeiiing up his •picket-line. Colonel Stedman 
commands the brigade sent him. 

Eespectfully, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 

Brigadier' General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Sejpte7nher 19, 1864 — 12.i5 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Ooonmandmg Cavalry, Ar^ny of the Potomac: 

T inclose you copy of dispatcht just received from General Kautz, 
from which it appears that the force sent him this a. m. has not been 
used for the puipose of looking after the enemy reported to be in the 
vicinity of Sycamore Church. It was expected that you would give 
the necessary instructions to General Kautz, as he is under your orders 
and receives instructions from these headquarters direct only when 
some emergency requires it. He was advised by me last night that 
you would re-enforce him for the purposes specified, so that he might bo 
prepared in time, as, from the distance between you, he could not be if 


See Kautz to Weir, 11.30 a. ui., p. 931, 
tSoe Kautz to Humphreys, 12 m., p, 931. 
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he received the intimation from you. But it would appear from his 
note that he received no orders to that etfect. The commanding* gen- 
eral directs that orders to the elfect of those indicated last night be 
given to General Kautz if it has not been already done. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Geyieral and Chief of Stajf, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 19^ 1864, 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

^ Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac: 

General Kautz finds no enemy in front of Sycamore Church, and 
reports that he will send back the brigade of the Second Division. The 
commanding general considers that the picket-line should be re-adjusted, 
so that Kautz will be charged with picketing from the Blackwater to 
the James, or rather watching the avenues of approach between them. 
By keeping orderlies at the telegraph office at Second Corps head- 
quarters I can communicate with you more rapidly than by orderlies 
ffiom here. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major- GenenaJ and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

S&pteniber 19^ 1H64 — 0,30 }>. m, 

Major-General Humphrevs, 

Chief of Staffs &g,: 

General: I have just received a report from General Kautz, 
through one of my staff officers whom I sent over to ascertain in regard 
to his movements. The whole country beyond Sycamore Church has 
been examined in every direction from four to five miles, and no trace 
of any force of the enemy met. General Kautz does not believe in the 
fact of any force having been there. I inclose General Kautz^s report 
just received.* 

EespectfuUy, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs. Second Brig-., Second Div., Cavalry Corps, 

September 19^ 1864. 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General., Second I)ir.j Cavalry Corps: 

The scouting party sent out on the Gary^s Church road has returned; 
found no enemy. All remains quiet this morning on the line. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. SMITH, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 


See Kautz to Weir, 4 p. m., p. 932. 
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Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Biv., Oayalrt Corps, 

September 19. 1864. 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjiitant-Ge^ieraly Second Div.j Cavalry Corps: 

In accordance with instructions from headquarters Second Cavalry 
Division, a battalion of the First Maine Cavalry, commanded by Capt. 
John A. Heald, left camp at 3.30 this a. m. and proceeded, via Lee’s 
Mill, to Proctor’s. At Teini)le’s Shop met a rebel jhcket, whom they 
charged and drove back to a small reserve between that point and 
Proctor’s. There a few shots were exchanged, when the party fled, 
leaving in our possession two carbines, several haversacks, cartridge- 
boxes, and shelter-tents. They were closely pursued as far as Proctor’s. 
The battalion halted at Proctor’s and sent out scouting parties on the 
difl:erent roads in that vicinity, but saw no enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. SMITH, 
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade. 


City Point, Ya., September 19, 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

Please send me an apinoximate report ot* the number of men for 
duty between the James and Appomattox. 

U. S. GBANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Yirg-inia and North Carolina, 

September 19, 1864 — 6.^0 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

We have 4,500 infantry (old troops), 4,000 new Pennsylvania troops. 
2,500 negro troops at Deep Bottom and 1,000 at Dutch Gap. T^^o 
brigades of 1,000 each have gone across river to City Point, now on the 
march. 

BENJ. F. BDTLEE, 
Majo^'-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 19, 1864 — 1 p. m. (Eeceived 1.15 p. m.) 
Major-General Butler: 

T send you a dispatch* just received from General Kautz, the first 
since last night when 1 telegraphed. Colonel Stedman commands the 
brigade of cavalry sent to Kautz to enable him to ascertain what the 
enemy were about. I had expected this information wTrild be obtained 
tliis morning. I am at a loss to account for the appearance of the 
enemy at this point unless a dash at our rear is intended. I have 
placed a brigade of infantry on the Norfolk stage road and another at 
Prince George Court-House, but have no troops to extend any fai'ther. 
1 would therefore suggest if it meets your vicAvs, and you have any 
troops to spare, that for the present a brigade be sent to occupy Old 


See Kautz to Humphreys, 12 m., p. 931. 
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Court-House and assist in resisting any dasli on City Vomt. Should 
this suggestion be adopted I would respectfully request the brigade 
coiiimander be directed to report to Brigadier-General Benhain, in com- 
mand of the defenses of City Point. There is nothing else of impor- 
tance toanspiiing here. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Oener ah 


Hdqrs. Dept, of YmaiNiA and North Carolina, 

September 10^ 18Gi — ld5 p, m. 

Major-General Meade : 

Dispatch received. I have ordered two brigades of General TTe<*k- 
man’s division to proceed at on(*e toward the Old Court-House and 
report to General Benham. I have also ordered General Benhain to 
send a staff officer to meet the troops at Point of Bocks road and direct 
their march upon the point agreed nx)on between you and him. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Ma jo r- General^ Command i ng. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

September 19, 1861 — 1.20 }). m. 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding Defenses, dig Point: 

1 have ordered two brigades to cross the river at pontoon bridge, to 
inarch toward the Old Court-House and report to you. You will send a 
staff officer to the Point of Rocks road to direct the march of the troops 
upon such points or point as may be desired, upon the information or 
direction of General Meade. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


City Point, September 19, 1861 — 1.50 p. m. 

General Butler : 

Your dispatch received 2.30 p. m. while I was out on a reconnaissance. 
I sent an aide to the iiontoon bridge to direct the largest* brigade to 
take post at Old Court-E[onse and the smaller at Batte’s house in good 
supporting distance, one-third of a mile apart. 

H. W. BENHAM, 

Brigadier- General. 


Dutch Gap, Va., September 19, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have continued to 
fire at intervals during the day, slightly wounding one or two colored and 
one of the light battery men. The latter was struck in the leg by a piece 
of shell fired from a light gun opened by the rebels this forenoon. It 
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was soon silenced, and did no other damage. My men are generally in 
good health. I believe Major Ludlow intends to carry out my sugges- 
tion of sending over fifty men to capture the enemy^s piece to-night. 
Am to protect the crossing with the light pieces. ^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEEOE, 

Gapfaiiij First Connecticut Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Arimy Corps, 

Sejytember 19j 1664. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding Department: 

There was nothing new on my line yesterday. Everything seems 
very quiet on the part of the enemy 5 no firing oh my front. I had 
tliought some of riding over to see you to day 5 if you will be at home I 
will do so. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 19 ^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The enemy have opened this morning from the large gun reported as 
being placed recently in position. This gun is a 7-inch Bi'ooke, not 
columbiad, and fires very effectively into the fourteen-gun battery at 
Fort Wilcox, Traverses ^^i^ have to be put up at once. I would sug- 
gest that two of the 30-pouiider Parrotts in the rear, near Jordan^s house, 
be placed in the fourteen-gun battery to silence it, or that the Eodman 
guns be moved to the proper position in the battery to control its fire. 

H. B. BIEl!3'ET, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 19^ 1864 — 1.20 p. m. (Eeceived 1.25 p. m.) 
Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Your dispatch iwS received, and instructions in accordance with the 
suggestions have been given to the chief engineer and chief of artillery. 

A, A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I send six deserters up. There seems to be nothing new. They all 
confirm withdrawal of Hoke’s division ff'om opposite my right, and that 
Bushrod Johnson covers the line hitheito occupied by Hoke. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
8e])tember 19^ 1861 — 8A0 jp. m. (Received 2.45 p. m.) 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps : 

It is reported from the provost-marshal-general’s office that deserters 
from Wise^s brigade state that Hoke retuimed yesterday at noon and 
lies in rear of Johnson in a ravine. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

There is nothing to communicate from my line. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. First Brio., First T)iv.. Tei^tii Army Corps, 

Before Fetersburg^ Ya.j September 19^ 1861. 

Capt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: The rebels, aided by atmos])lieric influence, raised the very 
devil vrith our auditory nerves during the night, but anomalous avS it 
may appear they rrere unusually quiet in our brigade front. No uu- 
iisual circumstances occurred worthy of notice during the last twenty- 
four hours. I give copy of the substantial part of the leportof officer 
of the trenches: 

Notliing umisual harf occurred in our front. Tlie officers in ^’liarge of the vedettes 
toll mo they liave not liad any firing on our brigade lino, and that the enemy have 
been more <uiiet than ever. 

Very respectfully, your obedient >servant, 

A. O. VORIS, 

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Yu., September 19^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant Generaly Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken 
place in the disposition of the troops of my command within the ]>ast 
twenty-four hours. Yesterday being Sunday there was no fatigue 
details except for policing purposes. The trenches are clean and in 
excellent order. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

R. S. FOSTER* 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
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Eeadquaetees Eighteenth Army Ooeps, 

September 19 ^ 1864, 

Major-General Butler: 


The officers on my picket-line report trains as running all night last 
night on the Eichmond and Petersburg Eailroad. As the atmosphere 
was damper than usual and I could hear much plainer than usual the 
musketry firing in front of Petersburg, it is possible this fact may have 
made the noise of i)assmg trains more noticeable, but I think it proper 
to rej)ort the matter. 

JOHN GIBBON, 

Major- (leneraL 


Hatcher’s, September 19^ 1661—5.60 p, m. 

Major-General Butler: 

We have about 4,000 infantry besides the new regiments, which will 
number something over 3,000; 1,200 artillery. This does not include 
the two brigades sent to City Point. 

JOHN GIBBON, 

Major- Brener al. 


UEADC^UARTERS i^RlMY OF THE JAMES, 

September 19, 1864, 

Major-General Gibbon, 

Gommanding Eighteenth Army Gorp^: 

General : I have read the communication of your chief of artillery, 
with your indorsement thereon, of the 14th instant. The difficulties 
suggested therein I trust are not insurmountable. That you may under- 
stand the exact condition of matters, a short statement of the iiistory 
of the organization of the artillery upon our line may be neccsvsaiy. 
Colonel Abbot, of the First Connecticut Heavy Ai'tillery, was ordered 
to report to me in charge of the siege train of the Armies operating 
against Eichmond, and it was requested by the heutenant-general that 
he should be put in charge of all the heavy artillery. Therefore it was 
arranged in organizing this command that so far as supplying the 
guns ill position with ordnance stores and ammunition and general 
supervision of the ai*tillery on the line, the line should be under charge 
of Colonel Abbot, he making reports when called upon to the corps 
commanders and to these headquarters. But in all matters of using 
artillery, of directing its action, and its disposition in action, of course 
the entire control would be under the corps commanders. This has 
been found to work well and without trouble up to now. I hold Colonel 
Abbot responsible that a proper supply of ammunition is always kept 
up in the several redoubts and batteries where there is artillery in 
position. 1 should not suppose that any troops would be moved with- 
out your orders. If, however, this is not satisfactoiy I would, on con- 
fiM:ence with you, see what modifications of the present arrangement 
eould be made. I would be happy to confer with you upon the ^subject 
at any time. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BTJTLEE, 
Major-General^ Gommanding. 

50 u n — vm. VT tt pt tt 
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IIbadquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

i^eptemher 19 j 1864, 

Brigadier-General Stannard, 

Commanding First Dimsion: 

General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say 
that two brigades of tlie Second Division of the corps have been ordered 
away temporarily, and that in case the enemy should threaten an 
attack you will have to send a portion of your force to the support of 
General Heckman. General Heckman will be directed to call upon you 
for troops in case of need. 

Very respectfully, 

THEODOKE BEAD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, 

September 19^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. C. A. Heckman, 

Commanding Second Dimsion: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you order 
two strong brigades of your division to march at once, via Point of 
Bocks bridge, to City Point, to report to Brigadier-Gen eial Benham at 
the latter point. A staff officer from General Benham will probably 
meet the command at Point of Bocks ^ if not, it will proceed direct to 
City Point, a staff officer being sent on to announce the command to 
Geiieial Benham. As great dispatch is required, the command must 
move without wagons of any kind and three days^ rations be sent after 
them this afternoon. 

Yery respectfully, your obedieni servant, 

THEODOBE BEAD, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General^ 


Headquarters Engineer Brigade, 

Citij Pointy Fa., September 19^ 1861, 

General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry^ near Sycamore Church : 

Having been directed by General Meade to take command of the 
defenses at this point, and understanding that you are now at the front 
near Sycamore Clnirch, where the enemy are suppo^sed to be, I shall 
be obliged if you will send me woi*d as to the entire disappearance of 
the rebels from your front, or as to the probabilities of their approach 
from that direction at any time. 1 would suggest that, if you have 
anything to communicate to headquarters, perhaps the quickest way 
would be to send direct to the telegraph office here and have the dis- 
patches sent over the wires. I offer this merely as a suggestion, not 
knowing your facilities of communication. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. BENHAM, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding^ 
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Headquarters Cayalry Division, 

September 19^ 1864 — 3 ]). m, 

Brigadier-G eueral Benham ; 

General : The reconnaissance in the vicinity of Sycamore Church 
has returned, and report that there has been no enexuy in that vicinity 
since last Friday. There is nothing in my front except rebel scouts 
that annoy the pickets at times. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 19. 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Onpt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Gavalry Division: 

Captain: The reports in from the i)icket- lines show all to be quiet 
along the line. Captain Speers, at Sycamore Church, reports the enemy 
in force in his front, but says they made no offensive demonstrations. 
1 have directed Colonel Stedman to ascertain what this force is, and 
what it is doing there. My report of the scout on the 10th will be 
sent you this afternoon as soon as it can be prepared. All of the sub- 
ordinate reports are not in yet. I will also transmit my report of the 
extent and nature of my line at the same time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST 'V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Oommanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 19 y 1864 — 12 m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff y Army of the Potomac: 

General: Captain Speers, stationed at Sycamore Church, in his re- 
port this morning, reports the enemy in force in his front, but that they 
made no demonstration against his line last night, and that all is quiet. 
I have directed Colonel Stedman to ascertain more particularly the 
nature and strength of the enemy’s force, and will probably know more 
about it this afternoon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 19y 1864 — 12.35 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: Your note of 12 m. was received with some surprise by 
the commanding general, as it was expected that the force sent you at 
3 a. m. would have enabled you to make a strong reconnaissance from 
Sycamore Church this morning, as it was sent for that purpose. 

A. A. HUMPHEKYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staffs 
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Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Sejptemher 10^ X8bi—h80 j?. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff j Army of the Potomac: 

General: I regret that I misunderstood the purport of your note. 
I presumed that the force was to be held in reserve to await a develop- 
ment of the intentions of the enemy, as they must be some distance 
from here. I have and still consider any force in that position as 
rather mythical. I will, however, go down at once and look after them 
in person. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST y. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 19^ ISGd — i p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I proceeded down the stage road toward Sycamore Church 
and met Colonel Stedman returning. He reports that there is no enemy 
in the vicinity of Sycamore Church, and that there has not been any 
there since Friday. I have directed Colonel Stedman to report back to 
his division Avith his command. I will investigate Captain Speers^ 
reports and ascertain how far he was justified in reiterating his report 
of last night this morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 19^ 186i — i p. m. 

Capt, H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain: 1 directed Colonel Stedman to move his force down on the 
stage road and send a small force to reconiioiter in the vicinity of 
Sycamore Church, As 1 anticipated, he found no enemy, nor has any 
been seen there since last Friday. I have directed Colonel Stedman to 
return to his camp and report to you. 

Very lespectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigudier-Generalj Commanding Division. 


Headquarters Kautz^s Cavalry Division, 

September 19. 1864. 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division : 

Captain : I would respectfully call the attention of the general com- 
manding the cavalry to the state of the picket-line held by my command. 
Commencing on the right, in the vicinity of Davenport Church, there 



Chap. LIY.] 


933 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 


is a continuous line of pickets cxteiuliiig eastward by Baxter’s ]\IiJl to 
Mount Sinai Churelij thence across to Eollins’, on the Powliatan stage 
road, and down the road to Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill, a dis- 
tance in all its windings of nearly fifteen miles. To perforin this duty 
I have three regiments and what is left of the First District of Columbia 
Cavalry, in all not more than 1,400 men. This line is maintained by 
posting half of the command on alternate days. It is nevertheless too 
extended to prevent small parties and individual spies and scouts from 
passing, and quite a number have been killed, wounded, or by the 
enemy captured in the past month. These captures were only dimin- 
ished by dismounting the men and posting them as infantry. The 
restlessness of the horse revealed the sentinel’s position in the night to 
the lurking foe, who generally were on foot and made their attacks from 
the inside of the line. When it becomes necessary to dismount the men 
and separate them from their horses to perform their duty, it seems to be 
a legitimate duty of infantry, and it would be economy to perform all the 
duty that can be done with infantry by that aim. The duty is very 
fatiguing to the command and does not accomplish its object — that is, 
keeping out scouts and spies. It would be much less fatiguing to my 
(‘ommand to occupy the main avenues of approach and communication 
by frequent patrols. To make the line effective against small parties, as 
well as to give warning and retard the advance of a large force, my 
command should either be materially increased or the length of the 
line reduced. The seasons of inactivity should be devoted to the recu- 
])eration and discipline of cavalry. The maintenance of such long 
picket-lines for weeks at a time by cavalry exclusively is destructive of 
discipline and rainous to the horses, and destroys its efficiency for sud- 
den and quick movements, which 1 consider to be the legitimate duty 
of our cavalry. It is too expensive an arm of service to be wasted away 
and broken down for defensive purposes that can be as well or better 
l)erfi)rmed by infantry, with the assistance of a relatively small force of 
mounted men to carry intelligence. Our cavalry camps, necessarily 
weak in themselves, are by the present system placied beyond all 


intrenched lines, and, when attacked suddenly, are at the mercy of the 
enemy, and, as in the ease of the First District of Columbia Cavalry, 
the records of the regiment are lost. I do not submit these suggestions 
in a spirit of complaint; the necessities of the service justify all devia 
tions from established rules, but I consider it my duty to represent my 
(‘ominand as it is, in order to relieve myself from the responsibility of 
any consequences that may result from conditions that may possibly 
not be altogether unavoidable. At present there are no reserves; a 
small force can dash- through at almost any point of the line, and to 
pursue them a portion of the line must for the time being be abandoned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 


Brigadier- General^ Gommandmg Division. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 

Hejptember 19y 1864. 

OOMMANDINO OFFICER, 

Fort Foichatan: 

The enemy’s cavalry are reported in force on the Blackwater. Keep 
a sharp lookout. 

B. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-Geoieral, Commanding, 
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Headquarters Army of the James, 

Septemher 19 ^ 1861 — lOM a, on, 

Brigadier-General Shepley, 

Norfollc^ Va,: 

I have ordered one coinj^any of the Kew York Mounted Kifies to 
report to you at Williamsbui g*. " 1 have also ordered the remains of the 
Wisconsin regiment, about 100 men, to report to you foi‘ duty to relieve 
the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts as jail guards, the men of which 
will be ordered to join their regiments. 1 w^ould not at present relieve 
the negro troops. The question of om‘ right to employ negro troops as 
a provost guard in the city of Ijrorfolk must be fully settled by perfect 
quiet before we can consent to I’clieve them. 

BBm, F. BUTLEE, 

Major-Oeneral, 


September 19, 1864. (Eeeeived 9.55 ]). in.) 

General Shepley, 

Norfolk^ Va,: 

The enemy’s cavalry is reported in force on the Blackwater. Keep 
a sharp lookout, as it is barely possible they may make a dash toward 
Portsmouth, 

GEO. A. KEKSEL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Htaf\ 


Korfolk, Ya., September 19, 1864, 

Brigadier-General Yogi-des. 

Gonmanding DefenseSy dr., Portsonooitli, Ya,: 

Genexial: The enemy’s cavalry is reported in force on the Black- 
water. Keep a sharp lookout, as they [may| make a dash upon your 
lines. 

By order of Brigadier-General Shepley: 

AViCKHAM HOFFMAN, 
uAsslntant Adjutant-CcneraJ, 


Washinoton, n. O., September 1801, 
Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Poioit: 

You recollect the answer you wrote to the letter of the President I 
took to you at Culpeper. The copperheads charge that the President 
has interfered with your aiTangements, but that correspondence com- 
pletely contradicts the charge, and the publication would .justify both 
you and the President. Have you any objection to its publication f 
Please answer by telegraph. 

E. B. WABHBUENE. 


City Point, Ya., September 20^ 1864—11 p. m, 
Maj. Gen. H. W, Halleok, 

Washington^ JD, G. : 

The Kichmond Sentinel of to-day has the following. 

A alight ripx)le of excitement was produced here yesterday by the report that a 
Yankee raiding party was advancing on Gordonsville, and were' within a few miles 
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of tliat place. The result of all oui iucpiiries on this head is, that this report orig- 
inated in the fact that early yesterday a party of Yankee raiders, whose number is 
not known, visited Rapidan bridge, and after dc'.troyii^g it pro< ceded to Liberty 
Mills, five or six miles above, which they also destroy od. J 'roni this latter place they 
are supposed to have gone back to Culpeper. 


TJ. S. GEANT, 

LleutenanP General 


City Point, Ya., S^temher 20^ 1864. 

Mujor-General Meade: 

General Lee claims in an official dispatch that in driving back our 
pickets on the left they captured 90 men from us. In the cavalry fight 
he claims to have captured 300 prisoners, a large amount of horses, and 
some arms, besides 2,500 cattle. The ease with which our men of late 
fall into the hands of the enemy would indicate that they are rather 
willing prisoners. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant- Geney'al 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 20^ 1864. (Sent 9.10 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have sent to Warren and Davies for official reports of their losses 
on the IGth and 17th instant. Warren^s loss in the reconnaissance of 
tlio lOtli was slight, but on the 17th, simultaneously with the cavalry 
laid, a dash was made along the whole length of Warren’s picket-line, 
and I should not be surprised if they picked up a number of prisoners. 
Kautz lost nearly the whole of the First District of Columbia Cavalry 
besides many of his iiicketsj his estimate, however, was not as large as 
Lee reports, 300. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., September 20y 1864— -11 a. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

General Gregg told me on the way up to Baltimore that his division 
of cavalry now numbered 6,000 for duty. This gives us a cavalry force 
of over 9,000 men all told. I want such disposition made of the cav- 
alry at once as will give ft*oin 3,000 to 4,000 ready for a service, which I 
will make known to you either by letter or by calling on you. 

U. S. GEAOT, 

Lie u tenan t- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
Sept&tnber 20, 1864—11 a. m. (Eeceived 11.15 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have nothing of particular importance to report this^ morning 
beyond what has already been communicated in special dispatches. 
The enemy yesterday opened from a heavy gun, said to be a 7-inch 
Brooke placed in their second line on Cemetery Eidge back of the mine. 
Measures are being taken to reply to this piece and silence it. There 
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seems to be reliable evidence that Hoke’s division lias returned to the 
left of the enemy’s line, but instead of resuming: its former position in 
the trenches it is massed in rear behind Cemetery Itidge. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Oener ah 


ITeadquarteris Army op the Potomac, 

Sepiemher 20^ lfi6i — 11,10 a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

r propose to visit you at City Point to-day if you are going to be 
at your quarters and you have no objection. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

3fa jor- Genera /, ( k>mm a ml ing. 


City Point, l^ejgiember 4?d, ISGi, 

Major-General Meade: 

1 shall be at home all day and will be glad to see you here. Admiral 
Porter and the Assistant Secretary of the liTavy will be here. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieu tenant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Heptemher ^<9, 1864 — 1^^,30 p, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

General Gregg’s last official report for the 10th instant gives the 
aggregate piesent for duty, officeis and men, 3,<S08. Kautz does not 
make any returns, but I understood from -him that his four regiments 
averaged about 400 for duty. As one, the First Distri(‘t of Columbia, 
has been nearly destroyed in the I'ecent raid, I should estimate Kautz 
at not more than 1,500 elfectives,* this, allowing for increase of re- 
cruits since last retmn, would give at the outside about 0,500 for all 
the cavalry available for duty. I vill instruct Generals Davies and 
Kautz to hold their commands in readiness for your ord<*rs. In the 
absence of these orders I do not know of any different divspositioii ex- 
cept to concentrate Davies’ division, about 4,000, and lea\'e the picket- 
ing irom the infantry left to Kautz. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 

I have called for returns from Davies and Kaxxtz to date. 


Walthaee House Signal Station, 

September 20,, 1801 — 6‘ p, m. 

Major Fisher, GMeJ' Signal Offieer: 

All quiet thisp. m. The enemy still working on breast- woiks to our 
right of Clifton and on fort southwest of the town. The ibllowing 
has been intercepted : 

10 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

The camps to our left of open space have decreased, only nine tents remaining. 
One gun-boat above pontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At C, 

(Same to A. B.) 
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12.45. 


Colonel R[jrent] : 

One brigade of infantry came from Bermuda Hundred and stopped on open space 
to oui left of Col)b’s and are now d»illmg. Eleven wagons i)as8ed open space going 
to the enoiny^s front in Cbostertield. 

J. Q. E. 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

JSergermt. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

JSeptonber 20^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of K^taff: 

General : A camp and Magoii park heretofore seen in 'western sub- 
urbs of Petersburg have disappeared. A train of about forty 'wagons 
passed southward on the road west of city at 2.30 this p. m. About 500 
men came into the city from the southwest and moved to vvard the works 
o])posite Tenth Corps front. A large number of horses, supposed to be 
artillery horses, observed daily being taken to water in the vicinity of 
Pocahontas, have not been semi since last Saturday. 

Very respe(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major (Old Chief Siijnal Officer. 


-^Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

J8epte7nber 20^ 1861. 

General S. Williams, 

Ansistioit Adjiitanf-OeneraJ : 

There has been no (‘hange in the disposition of my troops or lines 
since last report, except such as are going on under charge of the 
engineer department. I have about 2,400 on fatigue duty, 

WINFD S. HxVNCOCK, 

, Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

J^epte^nher 2d, 1861 — 1.35 p. m. 

Maiior-General Hancock, 

CommmuHiicj Second Gorpfi : 

The major-general commanding directs that you relieve the cavalry 
l^icket-line from the plank road to the vicinity of Davenport Ghui'ch. 
Tlie cavalry pieket-liiie crosses the plank road near the (diurch. 
The Ninth Corps will picket on the right of the plank road— that is, the 
right looking south. The cavalry will picket from Davenport Church 
toward the James. The exa(*t point of connection with the cavalry 
should be mutually agreed ufiou. These directions are to be carried 
out immediately. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 20^ 1864. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Do you intend that my pickets are to be put as far out as the cavalry 
are'? I so understand from the order. Please tell me where Daven- 
port Church is, I do not find it on any map I have. 

WINFD S. HAi^COCK, 

Mifjnr Gt ncnd. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September J20^ 186i — J p, m. (lie(*eived 3.15 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

It is intended by General Meade that your pickets should be about 
on the line of the cavalry picketwS, which it is understood cross tlie plank 
road near G ary’s Church. Davenport Church is on the road from Mount 
Zion Church to Lee’s Mill, about one mile and a half southwest of the 
li^orfolk iaib?oad. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 20^ 1864. (Received 7.30 p. in.) 

General Humphreys: 

As my picket-line is about four miles in front of my troops, I think 
it would be well to have one of my brigades out near the intrenchnicmt. 
As the picket-line is situated iioAV,il a break occius we might not hear 
of it until the enemy are in our camps, as the shots could not be heard. 

WIKP’D S. HANCO(^K, 

Ifajor-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 20^ 18(>i. (lieceived 7.30 p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff : 

Has there been any authoritative designation ot the forts and bat- 
teries? 

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomai^, 
September 20^ 1864 — 8 p. m. (Received 8.05 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Yes. The commanding general says send a brigade to the rear line 
of intrenchments. 

A. A, HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

P. S. — The list and sketch of batteries and redoubts has not been sent 
in as complete yet. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
^ej)temher 20^ 1804 — 8d0 p, m, (Keceived 8.50 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Davies is directed to send out detachments to be posted in 
front of the infantry pickets on the main road, so as to give timely 
notice to them of the approach of the enemy. The commanders of the 
detachments are to be i^ut in communication with the commanders ot 
the infantry pickets in front of which they are posted. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 20 y 1864 — 9.30 p. ni. 

* General HANCOCK: 

A salute of 100 guns is to be fired at sunrise to-morrow from the guns 
beaiing on the enemy on General Butler’s line, on General Biimey’s 
line, and on the portion of the line occupied by General Hancock’s 
troops, in honor of General Sheridan’s victory in the Shenandoah 
Valley. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(Same to Major-Generals Warren and Parke and Brigadier-General 
Davies.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 20y 1864—10.15 p. m. (Eeceived 10.120 p. m.) 
Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Tlie coiumaiiding general directs that the picket-line south of the 
rear line of works be so modified to-morrow morning as to run from 
the vicinity of Eobertson’s, on the Weldon railroad, easterly, crossing 
the plank road near Wascher’s or Lucado’s, thence past 0. Brown’s to 
vicinity of Davenport Chui*ch. The line best adapted to the purpose 
to be selected between the points named. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

20y 1804 — 10.30 p. m. (Eeceived 10.36 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Parke is directed to have his pickets connect with yours at 
the point designated this afternoon. 

^ ® A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headc^uarters Second Army Corps, 

September 20^ 1864 — 11,15 p, m, 

Maior-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I tliiuk proper to inform you tliat a cavalry officer reported to an 
officer of General Miles’ staff that the enemy’s infantry had fired upon 
our cavalry picket on the Kearns’ Station road this evening. I do not 
know whether this is to be credited or not, hut give it for what it is 
worth. 

WINF’D S. HAKCOOK, 

Major-Qeneral, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 20, 1864 — 8.45 p. m. (Received 10 p. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

I have relieved the cavalry pickets from the plank road to the# 
Davenport Church. I am informed that your pickets are one mile 
to my rear, where they strike the plank road. This will leave the 
Reams’ Station road open and expose my pickets to be taken in rear. 

I also understand that General Ferrero was out the plank road this 
evening to the point where the cavalry pickets crossed it, and consid- 
ered it too far to the front for the infantry pickets. It is between three 
and four miles to the front of our line, but 1 referred the matter this 
afternoon to General Meade, who directed that the infantry pickets 
should be phuTd about on the line picketed by the cavalry. 

WIND’D S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

(Copy to General Humphreys.) 


HEADQXrARTERS NiNTII ARMY CORPS, 

September 20, 1864. 

General Hancock: 

Your dispatch received. I will direct the officer in command of the 
left of my picket-line to connect with and cover your right on the x>lauk 
road. When the left of my line was posted the position was shown to 
an officer of your command. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army" Corps, 
September 20, 1864. (Received 11 ]>. m.) 

Maior-General Hancock : 

One of my staff* officervS will start out at daylight to-morrow to locate 
our picket-line on the line indicated in dispatch from headquarters 
Army of the Potomac of 10.15 p. m. and establish a connection with 
your right on the plank road. My line, as occupied this evening, (‘on- 
forms nearly with the line indicated. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 20^ 1864 — 9 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Gamlry: 

General : Major-General Hancock has dkected me to say that he 
has been informed from army headquarters that you would send out 
detachments of cavalry to be posted in front of the infantry pickets on 
the main roads, and that tlie commander of these detachments should 
be put in communication with the commander of the infantry pickets. 
The general directs me to inform you that the commander of his i)ick- 
ets Avill be found to-night at Brown’s house, where the picket-line crosses 
the Lee’s Mill road. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. G. MITCHELL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 31. i September 20, 1864. 

I. The Court of Inquiry, of which Capt. E. Bruce Eicketts, First 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, is president, convened by Special Orders, 
No. 218, current series, headquarters Second Army Corps, to examine 
into and report upon the loss of one gun of the Twelfth New York Bat- 
tery, during the engagement of August 25, 1864, at Beams’ Station, 
Va., give the following as their opinion thereon: hi the opinion of the 
court no blame is imputable to any person or i^ersons for the loss of 
one gun of the Twelfth New York Battery in the action of August 25, 
1864. 

II. The proceedings of the Court of Inquiry in the foregoing case, 
having been submitted to the major-general commanding, are approved. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

WM. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brkiade, Second Army Corps, 

September 20, 1864. 

Lieut. William N. Chamberlin, 

Commanding First Kew Hampshire Battery: 

Lieutenant : The captain commanding instructs me to say that he 
directs you to report with your battery to General Miles, commanding 
First Division, to accompany a brigade going into a position near the 
Finn house, at daylight to morrow morning, the 21st. You wiU report 
ill person to General Miles to-night for instructions. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 20, 1864. 

General Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to furnish a 
detail of 500 men, suitably officered, tor picket. The picket is intended 



942 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. Lrv. 


to relieve tlie cavahy picket from, the plank road over to Daveni)ort 
Church, the right resting on the plank road. The detail will inarch by 
the headquarters of the cavalry, where a staff oflScer of the cavalry 
will be found to go with the officer commanding the detail. If the offi- 
cer in charge of the detail be sent to these head<iuarters he will receive 
further instructions. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. WIL80K, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjntant-GeneraL 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

iSeptemher 20^ 1861. 

Gen. S. Williams, 

Ashisfant Adjxitant-Oeneral : 

I have tlie honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in 
iny front yesterday or last night 5 all very quiet. The enemy’s cavahy 
pickets on the road running west fi-om Vaughan asked for some of our 
drders respecting deserters. A parcel was scut out to them yesterday 
afternoon. 

G. K. WAFEB¥, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 20, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The Eichmond papers claim that your losses in the aifairs of the lOth 
and 17th amounted to between 60 and 80. The commanding general 
desires that you will report, with as little delay as practicable, your 
losses in killed, wounded, and missing on those occasions. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 20, 1861. 

General Meade: 

I notice in the order of General Sherman he orders Atlanta to be 
inscribed on the flags of his army. Some of our regiments i)ut these 
things on without orders or authority, and I think the GoA^ernor of 
Pennsylvania has issued orders authorizing the names of battles to be 
inscribed. 

EespectfuUy, 

G. K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 20, 1864 — 10.45 a. m. (Eeceived 11.30 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

I am directed by the commanding general to acknowledge your two 
dispatches of yesterday and to-day in relation to inscriptions on flags. 
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(TOiieral Orders, No. 19, of 1862, from the Headquarters of the Army, 
contains the only instructions ever received from the War Department 
upon the subject and directs that the commanding general of the army 
take the necessary steps to carry out the order, but so far as known the 
General-in-Chief has never published any regulations to govern the mat- 
ter, and General Meade does not, therefore, consider himself authorized 
to direct that inscriptions be placed on the flags. He will, however, do 
all in his power to carry out your wishes with respectto the inscriptions 
and will at once issue an order for corps commanders to appoint boards 
to determine what regiments and batteries are entitled to have the 
names of battles on their colors. The commanding general does not 
know whether General Sherman and Governor Curtin were authorized 
to give the order issued by them which you cite. For the regulations 
respecting chevrons please see paragraph 1586, General Eegulations, 
and paragraph 5, General Orders, No. 191, of 1863, War Department. 
The regulations do not appear to authorize a chevron for each battle. 
For those allowed it is probably only necessary to make a requisition 
on the War Department. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 20,^ 1864 — 1,20 p, m, 

Major-General Warren, 

Gommandmj Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you return the detach- 
ment of 200 cavalry serving with you to General Davies, and that you 
relieve the cavalry picket connecting with your left as far around as a 
point south of the Gurley house. General Parke will relieve them from 
that point westward. A suitable point of connection for the pickets of 
the two corps will be mutually agreed on. These directions will be 
carried out at once. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Duplicate sent by orderly. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 20 y 1864 — 2,40 p, m. 

General Humphreys: 

1 presume it is not intended for us to occupy the cavalry picket-line; 
it is too far out. I chink a good line would be about east from the Per- 
kins house on the railroad, where my infantry pickets now are. I could 
connect 'Sfitji General Pai'ke on the road running southeasterly from 
^he Gurley house. 

Eespectfully, 


a K. WAEEEN, 

Major-General, 



944 


OPERATIONS IN HE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Cori’s, 

Beptcmier 20, 1861 — Q.25 j). m. 

Major-General Warren: 

I liave just receive'I orders to relieve tlie line of cavalry pickets from 
a point south of the Gurley house to the idank road in the vicinity of 
the church. I am directed to connect with you on the right at such a 
point as we may mutually agree upon. I will go over to your head- 
quarters and determine this point with you and bring you a sketch of 
the ground. 

J. G. TARKE, 

Major-General. 


SiONAL Station in front op Fifth Corps, 

Sejitemher 20, 1864 — 1.03 p. m. 

Colonel Looe:e: 

At 10 a. m. eleven wagons, loaded with hay, passed to our left on 
plank road. At 12.30 seventeen wagons passed to our left, apparently 
loaded. 

Respectfully, 

GEO. J. CLARKE, 

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 20, 1861 — 8.45 p. m. (Received 4.10 p. m.) 
Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps; 

It was the intention of the commanding general that the infantry 
pickets should occupy nearly the line of the cavalry pickets. These it 
is understood were posted along the road running fioin Wyatt’s in a 
southeasterly direction to the intersection of a road hom Gary’s Church 
to Reams’ Station, then up that road to Gary’s Church, or near th(‘rc, 
crossing the plank road in that vicinity. Probably the cavalry jiickcts 
were pressed a little beyond the line I have indicated aftt'r General 
Gregg Avas directed to push them out as far as practicable, but never 
reported how far out he had pushed them. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of StaJ^. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 20, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Griffin, 

Commanding First Division : 


Insti'uctions have been received to extend the infantry picket-line so 
as to relieve the cavalry, who are to be withdrawn. The general com- 
manding wishes you to have 500 men ready to send out, and an ofiicer 
will be sent to you to assist in establishing the picket-line as soon as 
its location is agreed upon. 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant A djutant-General. 
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div,, Fifth Army Corps, 

lifo. 53. ) ^September 20, 1804. 

The general commanding has noticed the fact that some regiments 
of this command have sent their colors to the rear during engagements 
with the enemy, the veiy occasion when they should hear them un- 
furled, protect and defend them. Every regiment should consider it 
vital to its honor to guard and defend its colors to the last extremity 
through every peril. It is directed, therefore, in future that each regi- 
ment bear its colors when in battle line on the field of action as well as 
at other times. 

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin : 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 20, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

1 have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last 
twenty-four hours. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 20, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Conimanding Ninth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you relieve the line of 
cavalry pickets from a point south of the Gurley house to the plank 
road in the .vicinity of the church. General Warren will relieve them 
from his left to a point south of the Gurley house, the point of union 
of your pickets to be mutually agreed upon. General Hancock will 
take up the line at or near the plank road. The change is to be made 
immediately. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


BCeadquarters Ninth Army ('oeps, 

September 20, 1864 — 3.45 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The cavalry picket-line is at least two miles in front of our line, 
through the Williams house. Do you mean that we should relieve the 
cavalry in the line they now occupy, or take up a better line for infan- 
try, so that the cavalry may retire? 

"V cry respectfully ^ 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General.. 

fiO R R— VOL XLH, PT H 



946 


OPKRATIONH IH SE. YA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


HEADQUARTEKf^ ARXY OP THE POTOMAC, 
September ^0^ 1801 — 4 p, m. (Eeceived 4.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Pabke, 

Gommandbig Ninth Corps: 

It AraH tbe intention of the commanding general that you should 
occupy the line of the cavalry pickets or nearly that line. Gregg pick- 
eted from the Wyatt house on a road running southwest from there un- 
til it inteisected a road running from Gary’s Church to Eeams’ Station, 
then up that road to Gary’s Church, crossing the jdank road in that 
vicinity. It was the intention of the commanding general that the in- 
fantry picket-line should run across from Wyatt’s to Gary’s Church, &c. 
Gregg did not report how far lie had pushed out his inckets after you 
requested him to push them out as far as possible. 

A. A. HUMPHEEY8, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Ueauqt^auters Army of the Potomac, 
September ^0^ 1861 — 10,15 p, m, (Eeceived 10.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

It is reported from the Second Corps that your pickets are one mile 
to the rear of those of the Second Corps on the plank road. The com- 
manding general directs that your line bo so moditied as to connect 
with that of the Second Corps at the point designated. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IIeadquarters ISTinth Army Corps, 

September 20. 1801 — 10.10 p, m, 

Major-General Humpureys, 

C/u(f of Staff: 

Dispatch lO.L') rec'cived. I have ordered the left of my picket-line to 
be advanced to-night to connect with and cover tin* right of General 
Ilancock’s line. The line that we took up tliis evening conforms as 
nearly with tlie line indicated in your dispatch striking the plank road 
at Wascher’s or Lucado’s. I have directed a staff olfi(*er to go out at 
daylight to-morrow, establish close connection with General Warren’s 
and General Hancock’s lines, and locate our line betw(ien the points ol 
junction on the ino«t fevorable ground. 

J^rO. G. PAltKE, 

Major-General. 


flndorHoment ] 


Tt would seem from this that the line taken up by General Parke’s 
pickets did not conform to that prescribed but to tbe one ordered for 
to-monow. 


A. A. HjUMPHEEYB], 
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

S^temher 20j 1864:, 

Maj. (xeu. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Army of the Potomac: 

General: I have the honor to report all quiet along the line pick- 
eted by the cavalry. In obedience to your instructions I have ordered 
Colonel Smith to extend his line to the Blackwater Jat Two Bridges) 
and General Kautz to connect at that point, and picket to James Biver 
at a point between Coggins’ Point and Wind-Mill Point, and to cover all 
roads and to patrol in order to arrest all deserters. This order will be 
carried out this morning; when completed I will report the facts. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. E. DAVIES, Jr., 
Briyadier-General of Volunteers, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Beptemher 20^ 1864 — 12 7n, (Eeceived 12.10 p..m.) 
General H. E. Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

Tine commanding general desires to have a more complete report 
from General Kautz than that just sent in by you. He wishes to have 
General Kautz make a full reiiort of the operations of his command 
from the commencement to the termination of the recent raid of the 
enemy, together with a statement of his losses, and it is requested that 
the report be sent in with as little delay as practicable. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 20, 1864 — 1,15 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac: 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you concen- 
trate your diviwsion and be prepared for immediate movement. General 
Warren will be directed to send back to you the detachment of 200 men 
serving with him, and relieve your pickets as far as south of the Gurley 
house. General Parke will relieve them from that point to the plank 
road, and General Hancock will relieve them from the plank road to 
the vicinity of Davenport Church. General Kautz v ill be charged by 
you with picketing and watching the line from the vicinity of Daven- 
port Church to the James Kiver. Every available man must be brought 
into the ranks. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8taff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 20, 1864 — 8.S0 p, m, (Received 8,50 p. m.) 
Brigadier- General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Poto^nac: 

(Through headquarters Second Corps.) 

The commanding general instructs me to say that the immediate 
necessity for your movement no longer exists, and directs that you 
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send out detachments to be posted in front of the infantry pickets on 
the main roads, so as to give timely notice to them of the approach of 
the enemy. The commanders of the detachments should be put in 
communication with the commanders of the infantry pickets in front of 
which they are posted. It is presumed these detachments could be 
readily called in should it be necessary for you to move. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

• Major-General and Okie/ of Staff. 


Headquarters Army oe the James, 

September 20^ 1861 — 9.15 a. m. 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War^ Washington^ D. 0. ; 

I had the honor to ask authority for the recruitment of another 
regiment from prisoners of war at Point Lookout for service on the 
NTorthern frontier. This is recommended by the lieutenant-general. 
Having heard nothing from the communication, I presume it mis- 
carried. 

BENJ. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


War Department, 
Washington^ September 20^ 186 L 

Major-General Butler, 

Bermuda Hundred: 

Your application to recruit a r<*gim<MH from imisoners of war uas 
presented to me yesterday by the Adjutant-General and approved. The 
order is probably on its way to you by mail. 

EDWEN M. STAKTONT, 
Secretary of 


City Point, September 20^ 1861. 

Major-General Butler: 

The points held by the two brigades you have wsent below hero 1 pre- 
sume are important, in view of the late successful raid of the enemy. I 
would like, however, that you should hold it with troops from the Tenth 
Corps, so as to keep all the force possible in Bermuda Hundred. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Jjieutenan t- General. 


City Point, September 20^ 1861. 
Major-General Butler and General Meade: 

Fire a salute of 100 guns in honor of Sheridan’s great victory in the 
Shenandoah Valley. The salute may^be tired at 7 o’clock to-morrow 
morning from shotted guns at such points as you may select. 

U. S. GltANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUAR,TERS ARiyCY OE THE POTOMAC, 
September 20^ 1864 — 6,45 p, m, (Received 6.50 p. m.) 
Major-General Butler : 

r lia ve received your dispatch, and have given orders for my batteries 
on the left of Birney’s line to open so soon as that officer ceases firing. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 20j 1864, 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Ad jiita )ii- General : 

My line has been very quiet; nothing of interest, except the opening 
of the Brooke gun. I will withdraw to-night a i)ortion of my center to 
the new line in rear, which is completed that far, still holding the 
advance line. The work on second line is progressing rapidly, and I 
think a week will complete the redoubts. 

D. B. BIRNEY, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 20^ 1864, 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

The following report from General Hunt, chief of artillery, as to the 
• measures taken to silence the Brooke gun, is communicated for your 
information : 


Headquarters Army op tub Potomac, 

Before Beieraburg, September ^0, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : I yesterday examined the position of .the large gun, apparently a cohim- 
hiad, recently placed in position hy the enemy about 1,600 yards northwesterly from 
Port Morton. It is west of the railroad cut, about opposite Fort Haskell, from which 
it is hidden by a wood. Fort Morton can bring four guns to bear upon it, and I have 
directed the two siege guns now there, and two others transferred from Ikittery 17, 
near the Avery house, with the 10-inch mortars, to bo opened upon it whenever it 
fires. In the meantime measures are being taken to determine accurately the bear- 
ing and distance from the 8-inch mortars near Forts Haskell and Stedinan that a 
heavy fire may be concentrated upon it. 

Respecnully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY J. HUNT, 

Brigadier-General and Chief of ArtiUery. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va.^ September 20y 1864, 

Oapt. Oharl^is H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain : I have nothing to report this morning, except the expend- 
iture of 113 rounds of ammunition, fired at the enemy’s works and 
working parties. I have the honor to request that the chief quarter- 
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master of tlie corps be directed to supply 10,000 feet of rope for mantlets. 
Tlie c*aiiiioneers are, in many of tbe batteries, very much exposed to the 
fire of the enemy^s sharpshooters, and the engineer department declines 
to issue rope. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSONT, 

Lleui. Goh, Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 


Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Hear Petersburg^ Va., September 1861. 
Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain: Hothingot interest has occurred on my line during the 
past twenty -four hours. Only one casualty is reported. The enemy are 
busy strengthening their line and adding to their obstru(‘tions. The 
work on our line is progressing well, and the line is rapidly changing 
from a rifle-pit to a good infantry parapet. On my left it is being 
revetted with sodsj on the right, in center, it will have a log revetment. 
The new line on the right of SangeFs battery is sufficiently advanced 
to be occupied. There is stOl much to be done to Eedoubt Ho. 3, but 
Colonel Eockwell, who has the matter in charge, is i)ushing the work 
as rapidly as the means at his disposal will permit. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALFEED H. TEEEY, 
Brigad ler- Geyiera /, Com mand big. 

[First mdorsenient ] 

HEABQtTAUTERS TENTH AeMV OoRPS, 

Before Petersburg^ Frt., Nepfember 20, 1204. 

Eespectfully returned to Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 'wlio w^ill orcupy the 
new line on the right of Sangei-’s battery to-uiglit, still occupying 
advance line with picket-line. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

OHAS. H. GRAVES, 

• Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

TTeadqhartbrs First Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., September 20, 1261. 

Respectfully referred to Col. J. C. Abbott, Seventh New Ilampshire 
Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade, who is charged with the 
carrying into effect the disposition of the troops directed in the above 
indorsement. 

By order of Brig. Gen. A. TI. Teriy: 

A. TERRY, 

Assistant Adjutan t- General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

PFear Petersburg, Ya., September 20, 1264. 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken 
place in the disposition of the troops of this division during the past 
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tAveiity-four liours. Fatigue details amounting- in all to 000 men were 
at work during* tlie night on Fort Mcdxilvery, the lunette, and the ritie- 
ihts on the right and left of Fort McGilvery. Quite a number of de- 
sei tei\s came into my lines during the night of the 18th instant, but 
were not reported to me early enough to be mentioned in my report of 
yesterday. 

Itespeetfully, yours, 

E. S. FOSTER, 

Bri gad ier- General j Go mm a n d I ng. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

JSejytemher 20^ 1864 — 11.30 a, m. 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adj%itant- General^ Second Garalry Division: 

Captain: The picket reports are in, and all is reported quiet. 
Small parties show themselves at points along the line, but no force. 
The commanding officer of the brigade on the left reports that he 
has not men enough to hold down to Cocke’s Mill; the telegraph road 
is therefore open in that direction. It should be held if only to inter- 
(*ei)t our own deserters that are constantly escaping in that direction. 
The demoralization of the First District of Columbia Cavalry, in con- 
se(]uence of the affair of the 10th, and the capture of the greater portion 
of the officers, seems to be the main cause of the alarm in that vicinity. 
They are in a fit state to snatch at any story afloat. The sooner the 
1 ransfer to the First Maine is effected the better. Special Orders, Ko. 92, 
has just been received, which will correct the line as recommended. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUaUST V. KAUTZ, • 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division, 


INorfolk, Ya., Sepfeinber 20, 1861, 

Major-General Butler, 

Point of Boeks, Va. : 

We have neither heard nor seen anything of the enemy. 
Respectfully, &c., 

GEO. F. SIIEPLEY, 
Brlgad kr- Gen era /, Com m an d i n g. 


ITon. E. B. Washburne: 


City Point, Ya., September 21, 1861. 

(Received 10.30 a. m.) 


I have no objection to the President using anything 1 have ever 
written to him as he sees fit. I think, however, for him to attempt to 
answer all the charges the opposition will bring against him will be 
like setting a maiden to work to prove her chastity. 

U. S. GEANTT, 

JA euUma n t- Gen erah 
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U. S. Ship Onondag-a, 

James Biver^ September 1864, 

Lieut. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, 

Gomdg, Armies of the United States^ Sdqrs, City Point: 
General : I Lave ordered one of tlie gun-boats off tLe OLickaLominy 
to patrol the river with boats to Jamestown Island, and another gun- 
boat to patrol from the mouth of the Ohickahominy to Wilcoxes Wharf, 
and have instructed the commander of the Hunchback to examine the 
swash channel off' Jamestown Island every day. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MELAKOTOK SMITBL 

Captain and Divisional Officer^ Commanding in James Biver, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department, 

September 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina, Scales’ 
brigade, of Wilcox’s division, has just been forwarded. He came in 
last evening; states that his brigade (Scales’) lies across the Weldon 
railroad near the lead-works, with McGowan’s and Lane’s brigades to 
the right, which is aU of Wilcox’s division south of the Appomattox. 
Heth’s division is on the extreme right of the line fortifying on the 
Boydton plank road. Mahone’s division is to the left of Scales’ brigade, 
and informant thinks it extends to Beauregard’s line. Wright’s bri- 
gade is on the right of Mahoiie’s division, and joins Scales’ brigade; 
thinks Hoke’s division is in reserve somewhere in rear of the line; 
cannot locate it. Three of our deserters came into the lines of Mc- 
Gowan’s brigade on Sunday last; said they had been in the army only 
two days* had not heard from the Yalley when informant left. The 
last news from Early was that he had driven Sheridan down the Yalley. 
A deserter from the Third Georgia received last evening corroborates 
this statement in regard to the position of Mahone’s and Wilcox’s 
divisions. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Planiv Eoad Signal Station, 

September My 1864 — 9.46 a. m. 

Major Fisher : 

The enemy continue working on new works, left of large fort near 
Weldon railroad; enlarging works near lead-works. All quiet. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


EDdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September M, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General : The following report from the plank road station is respect- 
fully forwarded: 

At 10.15 a column of oayalry numbering about 500, followed by three small detach- 
ments, making an additional number ol about 400, and three pieces of artillery, came 
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from woods west of the Weldon railroad and disappeared on road running westward in 
the vicinity of the fort. The enemy continues working on new works, left of the 
fort west of Weldon railroad, and are enlarging works near lead-works. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Walthall SiaNAL Station, 

September 21^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet this p. m. The following was intercepted : 


9 A. M, 

Colonel B[rent] : 

The enemy put a gun in position last night and sheUed our Dunnes farm battery 
this a. m. one-half hour, but did no damage. 

R., 

Sergeant, at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


12.15 p. M. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

A train of twenty wagons passed military road rear of Battery 5 going toward the 
front m Pruice George. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At D. 

(Same to A. B.) 


2.30 p. M. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

Could not see during the entire a. m. Eight six-horse wagons passed open space 
to our lof^. of Cobb’s going toward front in Chesterfield. Gun-boat off Point of Socks. 
^ R., 

Sergeant, at 0. 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.15 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

One battery drilling rear of Battery 5. Twelve wagons passed on military road 
rear of Battery 5 going toward enemy’s front lu Prince George. 

J, Q. E., 

At D. 

(Same to A. B.) 


5.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Twenty-five six-horse wagons passed Broadway road going toward Petersburg, 

R., 

Sergeant, at C. 

(Same to A. B.) 

6 P. M. 

Colonel B[RENT]: 

All quiet this p. m. Two gun-boats above pontoon. 

J, A. S., 

At O. 

(Same to A. B.) 

Enemy still working to our right of Clifton and beyond the city. 

H. W. HOLMA^JT, 

Sergeant. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters AR 3iy op the Potomac, 

No. 255. ) He^tember .91^ lS(>i. 

1. General Orders, *No. 10, of February 22, 1SG2, from the Headquarters 
of the Army, provides that there shall be inscribed upon tlie colors or 
guidons of all regiments and batteries in the service ot the United 
States the names of the battles in v'hicli they have borne a meritorious 
part, and to the end that' said order may be carried out in this army, 
each corps and independent (‘ommander will at once appoint a board 
of three officers to examine into the services of the regiments or bat- 
teries comprising his commaml and to report what regiments and bat- 
teries are entitled to have inscriptions on their flags, together with the 
names of the battles in which such troops have borne a meritorious 
part. The reports of the boards will be transmitted to these head- 
quaa-ters at as early a day as i)racticable. 

•Jf 1f # * 4 

'{), By direction of the War Department, the One hundred and eighty- 
seven th Eegimeiit Pennsylvania Volunteers will proceed to Philadelphia, 
Pa., and report for duty to Major-General Cadwalader, commanding at 
that place. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


OiROULAB.] Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Sept ember 1864, 

The names of the flcld-works constructed along the lines of this 
army, together with their armaments and garrisons, arc indicated in 
the accompanying printed statement. The armaments and garrisons 
designated for the forts, lettered from A to N, inclusive, will at oii(*e be 
placed in them and be regarded as i)ormanent, to be moved only when 
specially directed from these headquarters; the garrisons will be fur- 
nished by the corps on whose front the forts are situated. The bat- 
teries will, for the imesent, be oc*cux)ied as under existing arrange- 
ments. The location of the several works is shown on the a(i(*omi)any- 
iug sketch.* 

By conunand of Major-General ]\reade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 

Ass istan t Adju ta n /- Gen era L 


[Inclosure.J 

List of FidU-WorkSf ilielr Aymamenis and (ian'isons. 


Pield-^vorks. 

XTame. 

Annainont. 

(Lit ri- 
sen 
(men). 

Battery 1 



Battery 2 


fnr fniTi* (riiTia 1 


Battery 3 


^ 

Piftrrtiil for fmir piinn . , 


Battery 4 


Pierced lor " 

1 



Tlnee p ■■ i 




one i.l-iiic ■ ■ 1 



Locality. 


In front of Jl,iishnu>ro 
i.'.r opposite 
J ' i. i L .■ 

Near Waltliall’a, di- 
reetly in front. 

On 

IsTear rUirdan’K. 


“ To apiioar in tbo Atlas. 
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Pield-works. 


Battery 5 . 


Redoubt A . 
Battery C . . 
Battery 7 - . . 


Battery 8 

Lunette Battery 9 


Battery 10 . . 

Redoubt B., 

Battery 11 . 
Battery 12 . 

Redoubt C . 

Battery 13 . 
Battery I*! . 

Redoubt D. 


Battery 15 . 

Battery 16 . 
Battery 17 , 


Battery 18 

Redoubt E ... 

Battery 19 

Redoubt E — 


Kame. 


Aruiameut. 


Fort McGil- 
very. 


Fort Rtedman 


Fort Ilaakell . 


Fort Morton . 


Pierced for four 

*Three 30 por ■ 
four 8 inch mortars. 
Pierced for six guns -. 

*Sixi\eld guns. 
Pierce ^ — r . — ^ 

Mortar \)at+er” 

*2 uo ( Of f'l'tuv 


*Two held guns; three 
Coehoms 

Pierced lor live guns 

*Two 8 int h mortars. 

Pierced for six guns 

*Six field guns. 

Pier< ed for four gims 

Mortar battery 

‘Two 8-iuch mortars; three 


Garri- 

son 

(men). 


300 


300 


Battery 20 . 
Battery 21 . 

Fort G 


Battery 22 . . 
Redoubt II. . 

Batt(iry 23 . . 
Redoubt I . , 
Redoubt JK. 

Battery 24.. 
Battery 25 . 
Redoubt L. 

Battery 26 . 


Battery 27 

Bastion Fort H - . . 


Battery 28 

Battery 29 

Battery 30 

Bastion Fort K — 

Battery 31 

Battery 32 


i". guns 

*Six field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

Pierced for ten guns 

*Six field guns. 

Pierced for ten guns 

*Two4i-inch Rodman; lour 
field guns; four 10-incli mor- 
tars; six Coeborns near re- 
doubt. 

Mortar battery 

I *Two Coehorn mortars. 

I Pierced for eight guns 

Pierced for four guns 

'‘Four 4 J-incliRodmau. i 

' Pierced for one gun 

I *Oue field gun. I 

Fort Meil.cl ... Pierced for six guns I 

* Three fiedd guns. 

I Pierced for two guns I 

I * Two field guns. I 

Fort Riee ' Pierced for eight guns 

I *Six field guns. I 

Pierced for four guns 1 

I Pierced for four guns ^ 

■‘Four field guns. 

Pierced for twenty five guns 

*Fonr 4i inch llodraan ; tw o 
siege how itzers ; eight field 
guns. 

Pierced for eight guns 

Pierced for nine guns 


250 


Locality. 


On Appomattox, be- 
tween tw o creeks. 

Near Page’s. 

Near Hare’s. 


Near railroad. 

Hare’s house. 

Near Hare’s house. 


800 


Tiller’s bouse (old 
fourteen-gun bat- 
tery). 


100 


180 


Fort Bi*dgwick 


Fort Davis 


Fort Prescott. 
Fort Alexan- 
der Hays. 


Fort Howard . 


Fort "Wads- 
W'’ortb. 


FortDusbane 


1 *.( ■»! «. 1 ■ :«) . 1 * „■! ‘ 3 . ... 

Pierced for ten guns 

Pierced for nine guns . . . 
*Four field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

Pierced for six guns 

Pierced for seven guns. . . 
’‘Four field guns. 

Piert od for six guns 

Four field guns. 
Pierced for four guns — 

Pierced for ten guns 

* Eight field guns. 
Pierced for four guns — 
*Two field guns. 
Pierced for four guns — 
’•Two field guns. 
PierecWl for four guns — 
*Two field guns. 
Pierced for twelve guns . 

-‘Six field guns. 
Pierced for four guns — 
*Two field guns. 
Pierced for lour guns . . . . 
*Tw() field guns. 


800 


550 


300 


Near Avery’s house. 
On Norfolk railroad. 
NearNorfolk railroad. 


Old lO-inch mortar bat- 
tery. 


Advanced work on 
plank road. 


On plank road. 

( )n plank road. 

Near Chieves’ house. 
Near .Tones’ house. 
Near Strong’s house. 


150 


300 


000 


C’himnoys. 


At Buck’s house, on 
the Weldon railroad. 


Globe Tavern. 


At ‘White’s house, on 
the Weldon niihoad. 
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Ziat of Field-Worha, their Armamenia and Grarriaona — Contiaued. 


Field-works. 

Name. 

Battery 33 




Pedouht 0 

Fort I)a\n8on . 


Pedoubt P 

FortMcMabon 

Fort Steven- 
son. 

Pedonht Q 

Battery 36 

Battery 37 


Battery 38 


Bedoubt E, 

JB'ort BlaisdoU. 

Battery 39 

Bedouht S 

Fort Nelly — 

Battery 40 

Battery 4X 


Redoubt T 

Fort Broas 


Arraamont. 


Pierced for four fcuns 

‘‘Two field guns. 

Pierced for four guns 

-"Two field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

‘Six field guns. 

Pierced for four guns 

’‘Two field guns. 

Pierced for twelve guns 

Six field guns. 

^Merced for twenty-seven guns. . 
* Twelve field guns. 

Pierced for t\v enty eight guns . 

Pierced for seven guns 

*Po\ir field guns. 

Pierced foi cigTd guns 

I'v.o I'cld guns. 

Pierced for twelve guns 

’‘'Four field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

’'Two field guns 

Pierced for ei^t guns 

*Four field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

*Two field guns. 

Pierced for six guns 

*Two field guns. 

Pierced for twenty guns 

♦Four field guns. 


Garri- 
son Locality, 

(men). 


1 folk ! V- . •_ 

Ilailroad. 


200 


150 

500 


150 


200 


Gurley’s house. 

iNear Smith’s. 

Near Williams’ house. 

In front of Williams’ 
house. 

Chimneys (Alley’s), 
near plank road. 

On plank road. 


Near Mrs. Smith’s. 
NearT. Jones’. 

Near Norfolk railroad. 
100 NearW.’i.* .. N 


Note. — T he armamehts and garrisons of the redoubts and batteries as al)o^o design.iied (*) are 
those proposed for the defense of the line upon the withdr«iwal of tlio nuiin force of the .irmy lor 
active operations upon other lines. 

Headquaetees Aemt op the Potokao, 

Heptemher 19, 1861. 


HEADQtTAETBES SECOND AEMY OOEPS, 

September til, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowees, 

Asst Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Armies of the United States: 

Colonel Egan is entitled to promotion. He was the first on my list 
made some time since of those officers who commanded trooj)S. He 
should date, if possible, from the day he took the enemy’s redoubt by 
assault at the North Anna, May 23, 18(54. I recommended my chief of 
staff first; I desire him promoted. 


WINFD S. HANCOCK, 
Major-.Genoral of Volunteers. 


Hbadquaetees Second Aemy Coeph, 

■ September 21, 1861 — 9 a. m. 

Major-General Humphebts, 

Chief of Staff: 

Geneeal : There have been no changes in the position of my troops on 
the front line since yesterday’s report. General Miles relieved the cav- 
alry pickets yesterday evening from the plank road to Davenport 
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Clmrch. Including tlie frequent detail on the rear line, the fatigue 
details, and the brigade at Prince George Coart-House, there are now 
about 4,500 men absent from Miles’ and Smyth’s divisions. 

S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 32. 3 September 21^ 1864, 

Capt. H. H. Bingham, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, and acting judge-advocate of the corps, is announced as acting 
assistant adjutant-general of the corps during the temi)orary absence 
of Capt. William P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general of the 
corps. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

WM. P. WILSON, 

Captain and Aetiyig Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brioade, Second Army Corps, 

September 21, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. H. «T. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery, Army of the Fotomao: 

I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines observed 
or reported during the past twenty-four hours. The enemy replied to 
the salute this morning with a few shots. The First New Hampshire 
Battery (rihed) went into iiosition near the Finn house early this morn- 
ing. 

Very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain, Commanding, 

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general. Sec- 
ond Corps.) 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty. Brioade, Second Corps, 

No. 158. J September 21, 1864, 

1. The Third New Jersey Battery, Capt. Christian Woerner, com- 
manding, will relieve the Twelfth New York Battery, Lieutenant 
Dainthy (‘ommanding, and take position in Fort Alexander Hays 
without delay. When relieved Lieutenant Dauchy will rei)ort at 
these headiiuarters for instructions. 


By command of Capt. 


F. M. Edgell : 

TJ. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps^ 

September 21^ 

Brig. G-eii. 8 . A\^illiams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I liave tlie honor to report that nothing nnnsnal occurred in my front 
yesterday or during the night. My picket-line was established hut 
evening almost exactly as the subsequent order by telegraph re- 
quires. 

G. K. WAEEENT, 

Major- General^ Oommandiiuf. 


Headquarters INinth Army Corps, 

# September 21 j 1864 — 9,30 a, m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to report quiet on my lines during the last twenty- 
four hours. The picket-line in front of my rear line has been established, 
joining the Second Corps line on the plank road at the Lucado house. 

‘ ' JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 21, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Arm%f of the Fotomac : 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet dining the past night 
along the cavalry line. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. DAYIES, Jr., 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Cofnmanding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac^, 
September 21, 1864 — 10 a, m, (Ecceived 10.10 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Fotomac : 

The infantry picket-line south of the rear line of works is direct ( mI 
to be modified this morning so as to run from the vicinity of Eober^- 
son% onthe Y^eldon railroad, easterly, crossing the plank road near 
W'ascher’s or Lucado’s, thence past C. Brown’s to vicinity of Daven- 
port Church. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potoma(J, 
September 21, 1861 — 8 p. m. (Eeceived 8.10 ]>. m.) 
Brigadier-General Davies, , 

Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Fotomac : 

The commanding general wishes to know where the detachments of 
cavalry in front of the infantry picket-line are posted, and the force of 
the difierent detachments. 

A. A, HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

September 21, 1864 — 9 p, m, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The detaciiments in front of the infantry pickets aie as 
follows: One squadron on the railroad, toward Eeams’^ one on the 
Wyatt road, to the left of the railroad; one at Gary’s Church, toward 
Beams’; one on the plank road, and one in front of Davenport Church. 
These squadrons average from seventy to eighty men. 

Bespectfully, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

In the Field, September 21, 1861, 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I am about to make a move with my cavalry. It ivS of the utmost 
consequence that I have 800 Spencer rifles and 80,000 rounds of am- 
munition. The requisitions are long wsince in. IMay I ask you thus 
informally to see that I get them. Please notify me by telegram, so 
that I can make preparations as though I had them. 

BEKJ. F. BUTLEB, 

Major- Genera I, Co m m a n d i ng. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

September 21, 1864, 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I have received the following communication ii*om Colonel Duncan, 
commanding Third Brigade, Tliird Division, colored troops, w'hich I for- 
ward for your information, with the observation that is established 
beyond doubt that the rebels have i)ut our soldiers to labor under their 
supposed masters when captui'ed as prisoners of war, and some from 
this very brigade. 

Bespectfully, 

BENTJ. F. BUTLEB, 

Ma jor- G enera I, Co m m a nd i n g, ' 

[Inclosiire.] 

Camp at Dutch Gap, Va., September 21, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, 

Comdg, Department of Yirginia and North Carolina : 

General: Is it not established with suffleient certainty that the 
rebels have remitted to slavery, or otherwise put to hard labor, colored 
prisoners of war captured fi‘om us at Plymouth, Petersburg, and else- 
where, to warrant the use of rebel prisoners upon the work now hi 
progress at Dutch Gap, where the shells of the enemy are beginning 
to tell with considerable efiect ui)on our laboring soldiers f Mymeir 
would take pleasure in acting as guards; would perform the duty, I 
think, with unusual pride and efflciency. 

X have the honor to be, &c., 

SAMUEL A. DUHOAlSr, 

Colonel, Commanding, 
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City Point, Va., Sepember 21^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

Furtlier news from Sheridan is better than the first we heard. In 
pursuing the enemy up the Yalley he may be induced to detach from 
here. Put every one on the lookout for any movements of the enemy. 
Should any force be detached we must either manage to bring them 
back or gain an advantage here. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

^epemher 21j 1864 — 1,20 p m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, Gity Point: 

Telegram received. Orders will be given for the utmost vigilance to 
watch any movement of the enemy and prompt advantage of it taken. 

BENJ. P. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

Sepember 21j 1864. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, Gity Point: 

I have an old re^ment dismounted — ^the First Marylami Cavalry. 
Our cavalry force is very much diminished here. Is it possible to 
mount them? May I request you to order the horses from the Cavalry 
Bureau to mount them? By an order of the War Department eight 
companies of our cavalry, armed with Henry rifies, have been ordered 
to the other army and these are to replace them. 

Respectfully, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General^ Gom mand ing. 


City Point, Ya., /8epemher 21^ 186 i, 

Major-General Butler: 

Your request for horses to mount the First Maryland Cavalry will 
receive immediate attention. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Hdqrs, Dept, of Yirg-inia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

Sepember 21^ 1861. (Received 1.13 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. Georoe A. Kensel, Acting Gliief of Staff: 

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring 


A train of six cars loaded with troops toward PetersLarg. 

A. O. SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. R. CLUM, 

Gapain and Gliief Signal Officer. 
(Above telegram repeated to General Grant by General Butler.) 
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t)uxcH Gap, Ya., September 21, 186i. 

Gol. Henry L. Abbot, 

Comnimding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired as 
usual to-day, doing but little damage. Most of their mortar shells 
burst in and around my right battery. As long as they direct their 
atteuoion there I am satisfied, and the labor on the canal need not be 
interrupted. Their light pieces do no hurt, except to the men, who 
retui'n their fire. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECE, 

Gaptam, First Goniieetiout Artillery. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 21, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Nothing of importance on my line. The work on it is progressing 
with great rapidity. The salute was fired and with considerable effect 
on the enemy’s work. A detailed report will be forwarded. The enemy 
responded feebly. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirg-inia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, S^tember 21, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Ooinmanding Tenth Army Corps : 

General: The major-general commanding the department directs 
me to request you to keep a close watch to see if you can discover any 
movements of the enemy, and, if so, to report them at once to these 
headquarters. This precaution will be continued for several days to 
come. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. S. DAYIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg, Va., September 21, 1864. 
Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: The following report of the operations of the artillery 
during the last twenty-four hours is submitted: A salute of ten shotted 
guns from each piece of artillery on the line was fired at sunrise this 
morning. I have not as yet ascertained the effect produced on the 
enemy’s works, nor can I in this report give the exact expenditure of 
ammunition. One hundred and forty-one rounds were fired yesterday 
and last night and working parties of the enemy were dispersed by the 
shrapnel used. 

Yery respectMly, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSON, 

Lieut. Col, Assistamt Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 

Cl E R— VOL XLII, PT n 
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Hdqrs. First Brao., First Diy., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Peteisbiirg, Ta., Se^teinber 21,' 1864. 

Oapt. A. Terry, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain: I have tlie lioiior to report that no changes have taken 
l)lace in the disposition of this command during the last twenty-four 
hours. The officer of the trenches reports this morning: 

Circiinistances at the front of this brigade diu-ing last night were as heretofore, 
there being nothing observable in the movements of the enemy. 

No casualties during the last twenty-four hours. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. C. YOEIS, 

Colonel tblxty-seventli Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade. 


Headquarteus Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Xeur Petersburg^ Va.j September 21^ 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

C'OLONEL: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken 
place on my line in the disposition of troops. Six hundred men were 
engaged on fatigue duty during the day or night on the various works, 
as stated in yesterday’s leport. The works on my line are progressing 
rapidly. 

EespectfuUy, yours, 

E. S. EOSTEE, 

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Oavaley Division, 

September 21^ 1864 — 7 p. m. 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain; A confused report comes in from the pickets at Sycamore 
Church that a considerable force was seen this evening some distance 
south of the church mo\ring east. The men on picket said there was 
artillery with them. They think to-day that they heard buglers and 
chopping last night. An officer of the Eirst District of Columbia Cav- 
alry, just in from there, says he went out on the road some distance and 
saw three horsemen. A sergeant, wffio had been out some distance 
farther, says he saw the track of a considerable force on a road running 
east. I wiU send a scout out in the morning to ascertain if there is 
any force in that direction. The Eirst District of Columbia Cavalry 
are so nervous since their disaster that I do not* place much confidence 
in their reports. The pickets were at Sycamore Church, and the tele- 
graph road is there oi^eii. 1 have not men enough to picket to Cockers 
MiU. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. EAUTZ, 

Brigadief- General. 
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Headquarters District of iToRTH Carolina, 

New Berne j N, (7., SeiHemher 21^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. L. S. Baker, 

Gommanding Confederate Forces, Goldshorougli, N, G.: 

General : I liave tlie lionor to acknowledge tlie receipt tkis day, by 
flag of truce, of your letter of tlie 20tli instant, referring to several 
persons who accompany the flag and who desire to enter our lines. 
You say, '^all persons recently sent through oiu' lines went with the 
distinct understanding and agreement that they were not to return 
during the present war, and I should be obliged to decline to receive 
any of them into our lines again.” In reply I have to say that 
I understood this declaration to refer only to those i)ersoiis whom I 
choose to receive after examination, as I shall not, and you certainly 
cannot expect me to, receive whatever persons you choose to send under 
flag of truce until I have some knowledge of their character. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWABD HAELAND, 

Brigadier- General, 


City Point, Ya,, September 22, 1861 — 11.30 p. m. 
Major-General Halleck, 

Chief of Staff: 

Of 1,438 men sent here yesterday 1,019 had to be sent back to 
Alexandria. More than half the men coming from there have to be 
sent immediately back, not belonging to any regiment here. The 
officers in charge of Camp Distribution are grossly negligent of them 
duties and ought to be punished for it with stoppage of pay. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Sejgtefimber 22, 1864 — 12 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have nothing particular to report as having occurred during the 
past twenty-four hours. The tri-monthly return for the 20th shows an 
aggi‘egate present for duty in the Second Cavalry Division, officers and 
men, 4,203. Kautz’s return for same date shows an aggregate of 1,493, 
making in all 5,6905 ^ httle over my estimate of that date. This 
return of the 20th also shows an aggregate, officers and men, in this 
army of 47,712, being a gain over the return of the 10th of 4,320. If 
you do not propose any immediate use of the Second Cavalry Division, 
now in reserve, I would suggest its being again imt on picket duty, as 
Kautz’s command is inadequate fr*om numbers and morale to the task 
of properly watching the country from the Black water to the James. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


City Point, September 22, 1864. 

(Received 1 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade: 

You may put the Second Cavalry Division on duty again. Colonel 
Sharpe has news from Richmond saying that nothing was known there 
of Early’s disaster, but it was understood that his force might be looked 
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for b§iCk there in a few days ; also, that if we did not attack soon Lee 
would. I think our policy for the present will be to hold ourselves 
ready to receive an attack. If not engaged to-morrow I wall go out to 
see you and inform you fully of w'hat my general plans now are. 

U. S. GEA^^-T, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Heabquartees Army of the Potomac, 

S^teniber 22^ 186L 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers : 

I learn that the One hundred and ninety-eighth Eegiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, Col. H. G. Sickel, has arrived at City Point. 
Colonel Sickel formerly served in the Army of the Potomac, and, if 
consistent with the views of the lieutenant-general commanding, I 
should be glad to have the regiment assigned to my command. Should 
it be directed to report to me, I propose to place it in the Fifth Ai‘my 
Corps. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- Qeneralj Commanding. 


City Point, September 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

General Grant directs me to say that the One hundred and ninety- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers wall be assigned to your command. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

September 22, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
Let this regiment when it reports be assigned to the Fifth Corps. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Septmnb&r 22^ 1864. 

John C. Babcock, 

Seadquarters Army of the Fotomac : 

Our agent left Eichmond yesterday about 2 p. m., up to which time 
nothing was publicly known of Early^s defeat. The clerks in the War 
Department reported during the day that Early might soon be expected 
to return. AU business has been suspended in Eichmond for sixty 
days, and the five city battalions have been notified to that effect. 
Deserters om this army are being put in the Tredegar and other Gov- 
ernment works, to enable the men whom they replace to do military 
duty. It was a current rumor among officers of Lee^s army that if 
they were not attacked soon it would be necessary for them to attack 
us, and that preparations to that effect were being made. The two 
pontoon bridges between Dre wry’s and Chaffin’s BlmBf have been taken 
up, and so far as could be learned had not been replaced up to yesterday 
morning. Ko movement of troops whatever could be ascertained, 

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE, 

Colonel^ <&c. 

(Copy to Lieut. J. I. Davenport, aide-de-cami), headquarters Depart- 
ment of Virginia and UTorth Carolina.) 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

IS^temher 22^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Three deserters have been forwarded to-day, two from the 
Thirty-eighth iTorth Carolina, Scales’ brigade, and one fr'oni the Fifty- 
ninth Virginia, Wise’s brigade. They are all unintelligent, and give 
no information. They are not aware of any changes on the line within 
the last two or three days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

Septemher 22j 1864, 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet. The enemy continues working on new works left of large 
fort: also in vicinity ot lead- works, all out of range of our batteries. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant, 


Walthall House Signal Station, 

September 22^ 1864 — 6 p, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working to our right of Clifton 
and beyond the city. The following was intercepted: 


Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant A dj u tan t- Genera 1 : 

All quiet this a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 

(Same to A. B.) 

Colonel B[rent]: 


9. A. M. 


J. A. S., 

At a 


5.15 P. M. 


AU quiet tbis p. m. Gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


J. A. S., 

At C, 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22^ 1864, 

General Williams: 

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since 
last report. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
^^epiembey 22, 1804—2.30 p. m. (Eeceivecl 2.40 p. in.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Davies will be ordered to-day to re-establish tlie cavaliy 
pickets ii*om Gary’s Church to Davenport Church, &c., and inform you 
as soon as they are posted. The commanding general directs that upon 
being so informed you withdraw your pickets between the plank road 
and Davenport Chui*ch, and recall the brigade sent to the vicinity of 
the Finn house, on the plank road. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 

Major- General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Septe^nher 22, 1861 — 2.30 p. m. 


General Humphreys: 


I would suggest that if not too late Fort Kelly be called Fort Patrick 
Kelly, as several officers of this name are known. It may be too late 
to take any action on the matter now, but I regret that one of tlie 
works could not have been named after Colonel McKeen, one of the 
best known and most deserving officers of this corps. Fort Blaisdell 
might be changed to Fort McKeen as this would give two from the 
First and Third Divisions, instead of one and three as now. The fort 
at Prince George might be called after McKeen. Paragraph 2 of the 
confidential circular requires the armament to be at once placed in 
the works. Am I responsible for this, or the chief of artillery 

WIKFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 22, 1804. (Sent 5.30 p. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

I don’t see any difficulty in adding the first name of Colonel Kelly 
to the fort so that it will read Fort Patrick Kelly. Probably the best 
way of introducing Colonel McKeen’s name would be as you suggested, 
to give it to the fort at Prince George Court-House. Probably you 
have seen and conversed with General Meade since sending the dis- 
patch respecting placing the armaments in the forts. I should say 
that it was intended that the corps commander should be responsible 
for it. The armaments of the forts and batteries from the Norfolk rail- 
road to the plank road are under your orders, and should be disposed 
of by you in accordance with the confidential circular if they do not 
conform to it now. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

S^temher 22, 1864 — 6.10 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staf: 

You wiU notice that the armament in some cases consists of guns not 
in the artillery of the corps. This is why I asked the question. It will 
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require tliirty six lield gnus to arm th(‘ works I occupy on frontline, 
according to tlie older. This will leave me a small amount of artillery 
with which to move. In case the rear line should be occupied at tlie 
same time, it will require eighteen more. 

WmWD S. HAISX'OOK, 

Major- General, 


HeABQUAHTEES AE3IY of the P0TO3IAG, 
September 22,^ 1861 — 7.20 p. m. (Eeceived 7.;30 p. m.) 
'Major-General Hancock, 

Command ln(} Second Corpa: 

Yes. I understood your reason for asking aboul tlu‘ ai*mament. I 
mentioned the matters of your dispatch to the major-general command- 
ing, and the necessary directions have been given for adding the name 
of Patrick to Kelly in the lists and sketches that are here and have 
been distributed, as also u])on the fort itself. The guns of the Sixth 
Corps in your redoubts and batteries are to be used by you in making 
complete the armaments of the redoubts and batteries as presciibed in 
the list. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Gfueral and Chief of Staff. 


Headqtjabters Aruv of tub Potomac, 
September 22^ 1861 — 9.15 p. m. (Eeceived 0.20 p. m.) 

Major-General Hanco(UC, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

The concluding paragraph of my dispatch of 7.20 is not clearly ex- 
pressed. The redoubts and batteries from the Norfolk railroad to the 
plank road are armed witli artillei'y belonging to the Sixth Corps and 
some siege artillery. If any changes in the positions of these are neces- 
sary to fulfill the requirements of the list those changes will be made 
by your orders. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff'. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 22 ^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

A deserter from Wilcox"s old brigade came in to-night. He says 
Wilcoxes old brigade relieved Einegan’s in my front a few days ago. 
He says there is nothing new, but reports that most of their troops are 
massed on their right, he hears, about ten miles, having moved there 
about Sunday and Monday. He says that the men over there are 
ready to hollo and are on half rations. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


(Forwarded to General Grant.) 
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Special Orders, } Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 241. i Jones^ House, before Petersburg, Sept, 22, 1864, 

I. In accordance with Special Orders, No. 255, headquarters Army 
of the Potomac, September 21, 1864, Brig. Gen. N. A. Miles, TJ. S. Vol- 
unteers, Col. K. McAllister, Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, and 
Capt. E. Bruce Eicketts, First Pennsylvania Artillery, are hereby con- 
stituted a board to examine into the services of the regiments and 
batteries comprising this command, and to report what regiments and 
batteries are entitled to have inscriptions on their flags, together with 
the names of the battles in which said troops have borne a meritorious 
part. The reports of the Board wiU be transmitted to these headquar- 
ters at as early a day as possible. 

^ ^ m ^ * 

By command of Maior-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


CiRCUDAE.] HEADQUAETERS SECOND AEMY CORPS, 

September 22, 1864, 

The following names have been designated by the commanding 
general for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this 
corps, with the armament and garrison set opposite each: 


Work and, locality. 


Name. 


Armament. 


Garrison 

(men). 


One-gnn battery on the Norfolk railroad on front 
line. 


Battery 18 


One field gnn 


Inclosed •work immediately on the left of the 
Norfolk railroad on front. 

T^-^m battery immediately on the left of Eort 

Inclosed work on the left of Battery 19, formerly 
10-inch mortar battery. 

Two'gxm battery on left of Port Rice 

Ponr-gun battery next on right of work hitherto 
known as Port Hell. 


Redonbt E, Port 
Meikel. 

Battery 19 


Three field guns . . 


100 


Two field guns 


RedoubtP, or Port 
Rice. 


Six field guns 


180 


Battery 20 
Battery 21 


Pour guns 


Work on plank road hitherto known as Port 
Hell, with additional work on the left of the 
road. 

Large square redonbt on left of plank road hith- 
erto known as Port Crawford. 

Battery in j&ont of Port Davis on right of plank 
road. 


Redonbt G, or Port 
Sedgwick. 


Redonbt H, or Port 
Davis. 

Battery 22 


Pour 4^inch Rod- 
maUj two siege 
howitzers, eight 
field guns. 

Eight field guns . . 


800 


550 


Battery on right of plank road between Chieves’ 
house and Fort Davis. 

Inclosed work on plank road opposite the Jones 
house. 

Inclosed work near Strong’s house 

BEAB Lms. 


Battery 23 


Redoubt I, or Port 
Prescott. 
Redoubt K, or 
Fort Alex. Hays. 


Pour field guns . . . 


300 


Port on plank road near the Finn house 

Battery between pla nk road and Widow Smith’s. . 
Inclosed work at widow Smith’s 

Battery near T. Jones’ 

Battery near Norfolk railroad 

Inclosed work near Norfolk railroad near 
Spicer’s. 


Redoubt R, or Port I 
Blaisdell. I 

Battery 39 1 

Redoubt S, or Port 
Patrick Kelly. . . 

Battery 40 

Battery 41 

Redoubt T, or Port 
Bross. 


Four field guns ...I 

Two field guns — 
do 

Two guns 

....do. 

Pour guns 


150 


200 


300 



The armament and garrison of the forts lettered from E to K, inclu- 
sive, "will at once be placed in them, and regarded as permanent, to be 
moved only under special directions from headquarters of the army. 
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The batteries will at present be occupied as under existing arrange- 
ments. General Mott will at once assign the designated garrison to 
each of the inclosed works, described as above, and assign a suitable 
officer to the command of each. As soon as the assignment is made, 
and the works occupied in accordance with the order, General Mott 
will report the fact, together with the description of the details for 
garrisons and the names of commanding officers. Whenever it may 
become necessary to occupy the rear line the commanding officer of the 
Eirst Division will garrison Forts Patrick Kelly and Blaisdell, and the 
jinj»iflaiic[ing officer of the Second Division, Fort Bross, wth the 
strength directed herein. The armament and garrison of the redoubts 
and batteries as above designated are those proposed for the defense 
of the line upon the withdrawal of the main force of the army for active 
operations elsewhere. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BIKGHAM, 

Captahi and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generah 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brig-ade, Second Army Corps, 

Septemljer 22^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 

Chief of Artillery, Army of the Fotomae: 

I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines in our front 
observed or reported and but one or two shots fired during the past 
twenty-four hours. Woerner’s battery has relieved McKnight’s in Foil; 
Hays. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain, Commanding, 

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general. 
Second Corps.} 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8teptember 22, 1864, 

Brig. G en. FT. A. Miles, 

I r Bimsion: 

General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that yoiu* pickets between the plank road and Davenport Church, 
together with the brigade in the vicinity of the Finn house, will be 
withdrawn as soon as General Davies re-establishes his cavalry pickets. 
You will have a staff officer communicate with General Davies in order 
that your line may be withdrawn at the proper time. 

Inclosed copy of telegram for your information.* 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WIKF’D S. HAFTCOCK, 

Major-General of Volunteers, 


See Humphreys to Hancock, 2.30 p. m., p. 966. 
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Headquaeteej^ Third DivifcSiON; Second OoRPfcJ, 

September 22^ 1864,- 

Brig. Gen. B. E. Pieroe, 

Gommanding Second Brigade: 

General: The brevet major-general commanding directs that you 
send daily, while firing is going on at the front, all your men with tele- 
scope rifles, to take suitable positions on General De Trobriand^s line. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHl!7 HANCOCK, 

Major and Assistant AdjutanP General. 


Hdc^rs. First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 22^ 1864. 

Maj. John Hancock, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Third Division: 

Major : I have the honor to report that in compliance with instruc- 
tions from the brevet major-general commanding division I have shelled 
this afternoon two barns in front of the Second Brigade, dislodging the 
enemy’s sharpshooteis who would annoy our lines from that point, and 
damaging materially said buildingsto a good extent. This brought on 
a lively artillery duel, in which the enemy vshelled Fort Hell (now Fort 
Sedgwick) with great accuracy, which enabled me to appreciate the 
necessity of some repairs and alterations in our embrasures, some 
having been damaged by the rebel shots and some by the firing of our 
own guns. The artillery officers stationed There are anxious to have 
an engineer ofiicer to attend to the matter. The work may be done in 
one night, and will make our filing more eflective if two or three pieces 
can be brought to bear on some point of the enemy’s works, w’hich is 
not the case now. I therefore respectfully request that an engineer 
ofiicer be ordered from army headquarters to report at Fort Sedgwick 
with directions to repair the damaged embrasures and widen the angle 
of aperture of some of them so as to improve the efi:ect of our artillery 
fire from, that point. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

E. DE TEOBEIAND, 

Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 22^ 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired in my 
iront during yesterday or last night. All was quiet. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Commandmg. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864—2.30 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Gommanding Fifth Corps: 

General Davies is ordered to re-establish the cavalry picket-line from 
Gary’s Church to Davenport Church. The infantry pickets firom plank 
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load to Davenport Gliurcli v'ill tlieu be witlidravTi. The cavalry 
detachments on the main roads in front of infantry i>icket-line will be 
maintained and similar detachments established on youi’ western front. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 


Headquarters Eipth Army Corps, 

Septemher 22^ 186i. 

[Major-General Huimphreys, Chief of Staff:] 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the confi- 
dential couiniunication relating to names of forts, &c. The garrisons I 
have assigned to Forts M and IsT make one brigade, under General Baxter, 
about 1,400 strong. Fort M requires about the same force as Fort IST. 
The outworks to it, which are very good, accommodating the men and 
the lines of defense and field of fire, give it about tliesame requirements 
for strength of garrison, although the interior space is considerably 
less. This is a fault in the trace of the work. This brigade might 
also furnish a little garrison for Fort O. 1 have removed the gTins at 
Battery 31 into Foit K, which does the same work, and torn the bat- 
tery down. As soon as this fort is finished (which it is now nearly) 
Battery No. 30 (*an be dispensed with,* also Battery No. 27. Battery 
No. 29 is not located correctly on the map. I propose to rectify some- 
what the line between Forts N and M when the parts we are now work- 
ing on are comx)leted, and in this way 1 think 1 can make one battery 
do the work of 28 and 29; but before doing this I wish to finish an 
extensive slashing which 1 am now working on. The whole line, how- 
ever, is in very good condition to trust to itself at once, should a sudden 
movement be necessary. 

KcspcctMly, 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Septeniber 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that no movement of the enemy worthy 
of notice has been observed and all has been quiet along our lines. 
The picket-line in our rear connects with the Second and Fifth Corps, 
The location will be changed somewhat to-day in order to straighten 
the line, and as soon as properly located the line will be strengthened 
by slashings, &c. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 22j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

Two deserters came in on our front line this a. m. They belong to 
the Thirty-eighth North Carolina, Colonel Ashford, Scales^ brigade. 
Been in service about seven weeks. No knowledge of position of other 
commands or movements of troops. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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ITeADQUARTERS AEjMY op the T^otomac, 
September 22^ 1864 — 2.80 p. m. (Eeceived 2.50 p. m.) 
Major-General Parke, 

(Jommaiiding Kinth Corp8: 

General Davies, commanding cavalry, is ordered to re-establisli tlie 
cavalry pickets from Gary’s Church to Davenport Church. As soon 
as they are posted the pickets of the Second Corps from plank road to 
Davenport Church vdll be withdrawn. The cavalry are directed to 
make some connection with the left of your picket-line on the plank 
road. The detachments of cavalry in front of the infantry line on the 
main roads will be continued there. The brigade of the Second Corps 
near the Finn house will be withdrawn. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS. 


Headquarters Army op the PoToiiiAC, 

September 22 j 1864 — 2.30 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Davies, 

Commanding Cavalry ^ Army of the Fotomac: 

0^16 necessity for holding the Second Division Cavalry in reserve 
having passed, the commanding general directs that it be used in 
picketing. The cavalry will picket from Gary’s Church across to 
Davenport Church, 4&c., the detachments in front of the infantry pick- 
ets between the plank road and the Weldon railroad being maintained. 
Detachments for a similar purpose should be established on the west- 
ern front of General Warren. The infantry pickets between the plank 
road and Davenx)ort Chui*eh will be withdrawn as soon as the cavalry 
pickets are established, of which you will please notify the commanding 
general of the Second Corps. A suitable connection will be made by 
the cavahy with the termination of the infantry picket-line on the plank 
road neai* Wascher’s or Lucado’s. You will rearrange the cavalry 
picket-line in such manner as, in your judgment, may be best adapted 
to the service required of the cavalry, bearing in mind that a strong 
reserve should be held on or near the plank road for emergencies. 
When your arrangements are completed, please report the disposition 
you have made, accompanied by explanations on one of the photo- 
graphed maps. 

A. A.- HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters First Briuade, Second Division, 

September 22, 1864. 

Capt. H. C. Weir, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: I have the honor to forward the following report of the 
position and numbers of my pickets established under the last orders 
from headquarters Army of the Potomac. On the Yaughan road in the 
western front of the Fifth Corps is a force of 120 men, their reserve 
stationed at the outside infantry line and their vedettes thrown down 
the road within sight of the enemy’s pickets about one-quarter of a mile. 
On the Weldon railroad a force of fifty men is posted as a reserve at 
the outside infanty line,_ with fifty employed in picketing toward Beams’ 
Station and on the Wyatt road, covering over half a mile to the front. 
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Half a mile to tlie leffc of the railroad a force is posted of fifty men, 
picketing several small wood roads in front of the infantry line for half 
a mile to the iront. The infantry line is the same held by our cavalry 
before the recent concentration of the brigade. I have no copy of the 
photographic map of the army in my possession, or I would send it up 
marked. My officers report that the number of men is more than suffi- 
cient to accomplish the object for which the picketing is done. 

EespectfuUy, 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 

Brig ad ter- General^ Oomymiiding. 


Headquarters Second Division Cavalry, 

September 25, 1864. 

Col. 0. H. Smith, 

Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Second Die. Cav.^ Army of the Potomac: 

Colonel : The necessity of holding this division in reserve having 
X)assed you will please take up your line as follows, viz : Picket from 
Gary’s Church to Davenport Church with force sufficient to resist 
an attack, and keep a strong reserve on plank road*, also picket on 
Gary’s Church road toward Kearns’ Station. The infantry pickets left 
will rest on plank road at Lucado’s or Wascher’s, where you can com- 
municate with them on your right. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WEIK, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General. 

P. S. — Please report when this line is established in order that it may 
be reported to General Hancock that he may withdraw his infantry 
from that portion of the line. 


War Department, 

Washington^ September 22, 1864 — 11.10 a. m. 

Major-General Butler, 

Bermuda Mundred: 

The Chief of Ordnance reports that the 300 Spencer rifles requested 
in your telegram of yesterday will be forwarded to-day.* The ammuni- 
tion is at Port Monroe, and can be had by your requisition on the ord- 
nance officer there. Please send me a copy of the former requisition 
referred to in your telegram, in order that the delay, if any, may be 
investigated. The Chief of Ordnance reports that none was made on 
his bureau. 

EDWIIST M. STANTTOK 

Secretary of War. 


War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 

Washington^ B. (7., September 22, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler,* 

Commanding^ Port Monroe^ Ya. : 

You are authorized by the Secretary of War to recruit a regiment of 
volunteer infantry at Point Lookout, as requested in your letter of Sep- 


Butler’s original dispatch reads 800 Spencer rides; see p. 959. 
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tember 15. The terms of service voU be for one, two, or three years, as 
the men may elect. Eecruitment, organizations, and musters to con- 
form to existing regulations. Officers will be appointed in accordance 
with the requirements of Circular NTo. 62 from this office. Arms and 
other supplies will be furnished on your requisition. So soon as 
recruited the regiment will be reported to the Adjutant-General with 
view to its being ordered to the ^Northern frontier. 

THOMAS M. VmOENT, 
Assistant Adjiitant- General. 


City Point, Ta., September 1864 — 4.40 p. m. 

Major-General Btjtler: 

Please let the troops you have near this place remain where they arc 
for the present, and if it does not make too much change in youi* pres- 
ent fi-ont send the remainder of the brigade now here. I am having a 
line of fortifications laid out and commenced for contingencies which 
may arise and which I will explain when I see you. 

U. S. GEAKT, 
Lieutenant’ General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and NToeth Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sional Officer, 

September 1864. 

Lieut. Col. G: A. Kensel, 

Acting Gliief of Staff: 

Colonel: The following message has just been received from Spring 
HiU: 


The enemy have a large force at work strengthening their breast-works on differ- 
ent places of their lines. 

A. G. SIMONS, 

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 


Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. CLXJM, 

. Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Dutch Gap, Ya., Septe^nber 22., 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel: I have the honor to state that the enemy have fired but 
few shots to-day, owing to the fact that prisoners were being exchanged. 
Am having a battery, with three embrasures for light pieces, built to 
the left of the mortar batteries, in order to engage the rebel light guns 
stationed in an angle of the woods. As far as my company is con- 
cerned, everything goes on well. We all work hardj do the best we 
can. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECE, 

Captain^ First Oonnecticnt Artillery. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 1864, 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

Everything unusually quiet on my line during past twenty-four 
hours. 

H. B. BIEI^EY, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Sqptemher 1864, 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistajit Adj utant- General : 


A deserter confirms the report that Hoke has returned. Saj^s that 
he is in reserve behind Bushrod Johnson drilling. He also reports 
the return of other troops from Weldon railroad to reserve at what he 
calls the wagon yard. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Sejpteniher 1864, 

Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Is not the assignment of 800 men to Fort Morton a typographical 
error? The work will not accommodate over 300 men, its present gar- 
rison. Please answer. 

D. B. BIKNEY, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

S^temher 22^ 1864, (Sent 1.30 p. m.) 

General D. B. Birnby, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Major Michler, Engineers, who arranged the garrisons for the field- 
works, is at present absent from camp. I will lay your dispatch before 
him when he returns and let you know whether there has been any 
error with regard to the garrison assigned to Fort Morton. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistajit Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 22^ 1864 — 6,45 p, m, 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Corps: 

Major Michler, acting chief engineers, states that in assigning 800 
men as the garrison of Fort Morton, it was designed that this garrison 
should also occupy Battery l^o. 14, on the right. If the garrison can- 
not be accommodated in the fort and redoubt, it can be placed in the 
covered way adjacent. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
’Assistant Adjutant- Gen era I 
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BDeadquarters Ar3iy of the Potomac, 

tiej^temler 22^ 1864. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

General Humplireys says that it will not be necessary to have the 
garrison put into the redoubt at once, but merely have them selected 
to avoid collision in the event of a sudden movement. The relative 
strength of the garrisons he knows nothing of. I will arrange them 
this evening when Major Michler returns and will intbrm you in the 
morning. 

G. L. GILLESPIE, 
Captain of Engineers. 


Hdqrs. Lioht Artillery Brio., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Fa., iSepteynber 22, 1864. 
Oapt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain: The following report of the operations of the Artillery 
Brigade during the last twenty-four hours is respectfully submitted: 
Four hundfed and seventy- two i-ounds were tired at the city of Peters- 
burg and the enemy’s works, nearly all of which were expended in 
firing the salute at sunrise yesterday morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. JACKSON, 

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery. 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

B'ear Petersbxirg, Fa., September 22, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have been 
made in the disposition of the troops of my command during the past 
twenty-four hours. Fatigue details were engaged in work on Fort 
IVIcGilvery, the lunette at the left of the railroad, and on the parapet 
on the right and left of Fort McGilvery, and much progress has been 
made. 

Eespectfully, yours, 

E. S. FOSTEE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 10th Army Corps, 

No. 7. ) Before Petersburg, Fa., September 22, 1864. 

1. In accordance with orders from headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
this command will be hereafter designated the First Brigade, Third 
Division, Tenth Army Corps. Eegimental commanders will make all 
reports required by existing orders direct to these headquarters. Col. 
James Shaw, jr., Seventh XT. S. Colored Troops, will resume command 
of his regiment. The officers composing his personal staff as brigade 
commanders will report to their regiments for duty. 
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2. Hereafter all commissioned officers on returning from leave of 
absence, or those reporting for duty for the first time, will report in 
person at these headquarters before going on duty with their respect- 
ive commands. When the division is organized they will report as 
above ordered at the division headquarters. 

By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney : 

M. BAILEY, 

Oaptain and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Hdqbs. Second Cavalry Beioade, Kautz’s Division, 

S&ptemier 22^ 1864. 

Oapt. M. J. Asch, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: In accordance to instructions from commanding general of last 
evening, I sent out a reconnaissance at 4 o^clock this morning. Lieuten- 
ant Irwin, the officer in charge, returned at 8 o’clock and reports: 

I nave thoronglily examined the country in the vicinity of Sycamore Church and 
for miles on the left; and front, and find no trace or indication of any force of the 
enemy since last raid. 

Lieutenant Irwin is a reliable officer. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. P. SPEAE, 
Colonel^ Goinynanding Brigade, 


NfORFOLK, Ya., September 22^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensbl, 

Actiyig Chief of Staffs Point of BocJcs^ Ya, : 

A reconnoitering force* sent beyond Suftblk hears of no enemy on or 
near the Blackwater. 

EespectfuUy, &c., 

GEO. E. SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-General^ Commanding, 


Butler’S Headquarters, 

September 22^ 1864, 

General Shepley, 

Norfolk : 

The enemy has undoubtedly left the vicinity of the Blackwater some 
days ago and returned to Petersburg. 

G. W. KElJ^-SEL, 

Acting Chief of Staff, 


City Point, September 23j 1864, 

Major-General Meade: 

If General Hancock is going to take his leave of absence he had bet- 
ter start in the morning. General Gibbon has been relieved from duty 
with the Eighteenth Corps and will be back to the Second on day after 
to morrow. 

U. S. GEANTT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


62 R R— VOL XLII, PT n 
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Headquarters Ab^y of the Potomac, 
September 23^ 1864 — 11 a, m. (Keceived 11.10 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant: 

The quiet of the lines has not been disturbed during the past twenty- 
four hours. The Second Cavalry Division have been placed on duty, 
and, in connection with Kautz’s division, are watching and picketing 
the country from the Jerusalem jdank road to the James 5 the infantry 
picketing the rear from the Jerusalem plank road to the Weldon rail- 
road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 23^ 1864 — 11,30 a, m, (Eeceived 11.40 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The signal officer on Weldon railroad reports that at 10.20 a. m. to- 
day six regiments of infantry, followed by three ambulances, moved 
to our left on the Squirrel Level road. I have a copy of the Eichmond 
Enquirer of the 22d with an official dispatch from Lee reporting the fall- 
ing back of Early from Winchester to Fisher’s Hill, and acknowledging 
the death of Generals Eodes and Godwin, and the wounding of Fitz 
Lee. The losses reported to be severe. Three pieces of artillery were 
lost, but the trains and supplies brought off safely. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, September 23j 1864, 

General Meade : 

Order a salute of 100 guns, shotted, at daylight to-morrow morning 
in honor of Sheridan’s second great victory. 

U. 

(Same to General Butler.) 


S. GEANT, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 23^ 1864 — 10 p, m, 

Lieut. Gen. TJ, S. Grant: 

I congratulate you and the country most heartily on the glorious 
news from Sheridan. I have ordered a salute of 100 shotted guns from 
Hancock’s batteries, the center of my line, at sunrise to-morrow. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters. Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 23^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Fourteenth Alabama, Sanders’ bri- 
gade, of Mahone’s division, came into the lines of the Second Army 
Corps last evening on the Jerusalem plank road. He states that most 
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of the army is upon the right fortifying and that they are only keeping 
up a skeleton line in the center. His brigade, he thinks, is on the 
right of the Jerusalem plank road, extending just across it. He thinks 
Mahone’s division lies principally to the right of the plank road 5 can- 
not say vi^hat troops are to the left of the plank road extending toward 
Eeauregard, but thinks Mahone’s old brigade is in there somewhere; 
has not much intelligence. His regiment is 161 men bearing arms. 
His company, the largest in his regiment, has twenty-one men for duty. 
From his estimates of the other regiments in the brigade, Sanders’ 
strength is about 800 men. No news of Early’s defeat has yet reached 
the army. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Plank Eoad Sicnal Station, 

Septemher 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 


Major Fishee, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

Enemy working in small force on our extreme left. All quiet. 

H. W. FULTOl^-, 

Sergeant. 


JoEDAN’s House, Septemler 23^ 1864 — 10 a, m. 
Maj. B. F. Fishee: 

The enemy are using horses on the Petersburg and Eichmond 
Eailroad hauling platform-cars loaded with lumber toward Petersburg. 
I send the following rebel message: 


9.30 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant AdjwtanUGeneral : 

The enemy's camps to the rear of open space to the left of Cobb's have decreased. 
One gun-boat above pontoon all night. The cars were heard constantly running on 
the City Point Eailroad. 

S., 

Sergeant, at C. 

(Same to A, B.) 

T. E. OLAEK, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Plank Eoad Sional Station, 

Septeniber 23^ 1864 — 3.20 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fishee: 

At 3 p. m. a brigade of infantry, numbering about 1,100, came from 
the left on line of Weldon railroad and disappeared in woods west of 
railroad apparently moving toward Petersburg. 

H. W. FULTOl^, 

Sergeant. 
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September 23, 1864—5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher : 

A small party of enemy have been digging at each of two points of 
second line to-day. The object of their work could not be determined. 
Please send by bearer the letter and telegram of Lieutenant HilPs 
which you sent to Captain Taylor and Lieutenant Clarke and I will 
return it early in the morning. 

I. S. LYO]^, 

JSigml Officer, 


Waethael House Signal Station, 

kleffiemher 1864 — 6 jg, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working beyond the city to our 
right of Clifton. The following has been intercepted : 


9 A. M. 


Colonel B[rent], 

Assistant A dj utant- Genet'al : 

One regiment of infantry drilling in open space to our left of Cobb’s, One gun- 
boat above pontoon. Cars are constantly running to and from City Point. 

J. A. S., 

At C, 


(Same to A. B.) 


2.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[jrbnt] : 

Three companies of infantry accompanied by seven wagons came from enemy’s 
front in Prince George going toward City Point. Fifteen wagons came from saine 
place going toward front. 

J. Q. E., 
Sergeant. 

(Same to A. B.) 


4.15 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Three companies of infantry drilling at the works on Gilliam’s farm. One regi- 
ment of infantry and one cavalry drilung in open space to the left of Cobb’s, 

J. A. S., 

Ate. 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B[rbnt] : 


5.30 p. M. 


One regiment of infantry now drilling on Gilliam’s farm; they have now retired 
behind the battery. One gun-boat above pontoon. 

J. A. S., 

Ate. 


(Same to A. B.) 


5.45 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

Fifteen wagons passed on military road rear of Battery 5 going toward City Point. 
Eight passed on same road going toward Petersburg. 

J. Q. E., 

At 2). 

(Same to A. B.) 

H. W. HOLMAK, 
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September 23, 1864 — 6.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

There has been a detail busy part of the day bringing timber down 
toward the enemy’s works in firont of four-gun battery. Other details 
same as usual. STo movement to-day. 

A. 0. JOBDAFT, 

Sergeant. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

No. 37. ) Seffiember 23^ 1864. 

The following order* of the commander of the Second Division, 
Second Army Corps, having been transmitted to these headquarters 
for the consideration of the commanding general, the same is approved 
and confirmed, and it is announced that, hereafter, no regiment or 
battery that loses its colors in action will be allowed to carry others 
without the authority of the commanding general, and such permission 
will not be given in cases where it shaU appear that a regiment or 
battery has lost its colors through misconduct in battle, until such 
troops shall, by their bravery on other fields, have fully retileved their 
tarnished honor. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- O&nera 1. 


Circular.] Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 23 , 1864. 

Fort S in the line of intrenchments, designated as Fort Kelly, will be 
known as Fort Patrick Kelly. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 23, 1864 — 10.30 a. m. 

General Meade: 

I forward a copy of Eichmond paper of the 22d, by orderly. It con- 
tains a dispatch from Lee to Secretary of War, announcing the defeat 
of Early^ with death of Eodes and General A. C. Godwin, and wound- 
ing of Titz Lee. Says Early has fallen back to Fishers Hill; also, 
contains a rather doleful editorial on the subject, and another admitting 
a scarcity of supplies in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


See General Orders, No. 63, August 30, p. 595. 
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Headquabtees (Second Army CobpSj 

iSej^temher 23^ 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant AdjutanP&eneml, Army of the ''Totomae: 

General : I have the honor to forward the following list of casual- 
ties in the command fi^om the 20th to the 31st of August, 1864, inclusive : 



Rilled. 

1 

Wounded. 

1 

Missing. 

: Total. 

Aggregate. 

i 

i 

O 

g 1 

1 

g 

O' 

V 

O 


i 

u 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

1 




1 


2 


2 

X*l3llU.y^LlatlLCi,0 






Artillery Bngade 

!FTrftt Uivi'iioTi 

1 

11 

6 

10 

33 

30 

1 

1 

25 

22 

22 

159 

176 

4 

3 

39 

38 

1 

71 1 
1,036 
905 
11 

5 

75 

66 

1 

103 
1,228 
1, 111 
16 

lOS 
1,303 
1, 177 
17 

Second Division - - 

Tfiird Diviainyi - ... 

Total 



19 

74 

43 i 

361 

82 

2, 023 

149 

2,458 

2, 607 



Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINFD 

7I;r«A*yv« n. 




Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, 

Septemher 23^ 1864 — 8 a, m, 

Capt. J. N. Craig-, 

Asst Adjt G-en,^ Artillery Sdqrs.^ Army of the Potomae : 
Captain : I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines 
observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. About 4 p. m. 
yesterday the batteries on our right opened upon a small working party 
of the enemy to our left, and invisible to the batteries of this corps. 
The enemy replied from his batteries in our fi:ont. A few shots irom 
Clark’s, Dow’s, and Burton’s batteries soon silenced them, when the 
firing ceased. No casualties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain, Commanding. 


CmotTLAii.] Hdqes. Third Division, Second Corps, 

Septemher 23, 1864. 

The following names have been designated by the commanding gen- 
eral for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this division, 
with the armament and»garrison set opposite each: 

One-gun battery on Norfolk railroad on front line — ^Battery 18; one 
held gun. 

Inclosed work immediately on the left of ITorfolk railroad — ^Port 
Meikel; three guns, 100 men. 

Two-gun battery immediately to the left of Fort Meikel — ^Battery 19 ; 
two guns. 

Inclosed work to left of Battery 19, formerly lO-iuch mortar battery^ — 
Fort Rice; six guns, 180 men. 

Two-gun battery to the left of Fort Eice — ^Battery 20. 
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Four-gun battery next on right of work hitherto kuovsu un Fori 
Hell — Battery 21; tour guns. 

Work on plank road hitherto known as Fort Hell, with additional 
work on the left of t^e road — ^Fort Sedg'wick; 800 men, four 4.J-inch 
Eodman, two siege howitzers, eight held guns. 

Large square redoubt on left of plank road, hitherto known as Fort 
Crawford — ^Fort Davis; eight held guns, 550 men. 

Battery in front of Fort Davis on right of plank road — ^Battery 22. 

Inclosed work near the Strong bouse — ^Fort Alexander Hays; four 
guns, 150 men. 

The garrisons will be immediately placed in the forts and regarded 
as permanent, to be moved only under special directions from head- 
quarters of the army. General De Trobriand will at once assign the 
designated garrisons to Forts Meikel, Eice, and Sedgwick; Colonel 
McAllister to Fort Davis, and General Pierce to Fort Alexander Hays, 
and assign a suitable officer to the command of each. As soon as the 
assignment is made and the works occupied in accordance with this 
order they will report the fact, together with the description of the 
details for garrison and names of commanding officers. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Mott: 

JOHi^T HANTCOOK, 

Major arid Assistant Adjtitant- General. 


Hdqbs. First Brigade, Tbxkd Division, Second Corps, 

Septeryiber 23^ 1864. 

The commanding officer of the Eighty-sixth ISTew York Volunteers 
will leave 90 or 100 men in Fort Meikel, and with balance will relieve 
the Seventy-third iJirew York Volunteers at Fort Eice (late Fort War- 
ren). The commanding officer of the Seventy-third 'Bew York Volun- 
teers, when so relieved, will take the place vacated by the Eighty-sixth 
IfTew York Volunteers, in line between the One hundred and twenty- 
fourth E’ew York Volunteers and Fort Meikel. The commanding officer 
of the First Maine Heavy Artillery will relieve the Second XJ. S. 
Sharpshooters and the Fortieth Hew York Volunteers at Fort Sedgwick. 
The commanding officers of the Second TJ. S. Sharpshooters and the 
Fortieth Hew York Volunteers will take the place A^acated by the First 
Maine Heavy Artillery, in line, the Second U. S. Sharpshooters on the 
right and the Fortieth Hew York Volunteers on the left. This move- 
ment will commence at 10 a. m. 24th instant, and will be carried out 
quickly and quietly, using the covered ways altogether, so as not to 
attract the attention of the enemy. 

By command of Brig. Gen, E. de Trobriand: 

J. M. LIHHAED, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brio., 3d Div., 2d Arimt Corps, 

Ho. 78. ) September 23^ 1864. 

In obedience to orders from the major-general commanding division, 
the following change in the garrison of Fort Davis (Fort Crawford) 
will be made: 

I. Colonel Schoonover, commanding Eleventh Hew^ Jersey Volunteers, 
win move his command out of the fort to the place now occupied by 
the Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers. 
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II. Major Eivers, coinmaiidiiig Eleventh. Massachusetts Yoluiiteers, 
will take the place of the Eleventh i^’ew Jersey Volunteers, with his 
command, in the fort. The commandants of the above-named regiments 
vill effect this change at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

By command of CoL Robert McAllister: ^ 

J. P. FIKKELMEIEE, ‘ • 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September S3, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred in my front 
yesterday or during the night. All the pioneers of the corps yesterday 
slashing timber to the west of these headquarters. A deserter from 
Twenty-second North Carolina was received this morning and will be 
sent up. 


G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


September 23, 1804 — 10.20 a. m. 

Captain Davis : 

Six regiments of infantry passed to our left upon Squirrel Level road. 
They were followed by three ambulances. 

GEO. J. OLAEKE, 

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U, S, Army, 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 23, 1864 — 9 a, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report quiet on my lines during the last twenty- 
four hours. 


JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 23, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket- 
line. The line is established as directed. A map of the line is being 
prepared, and will be forwarded as soon as it is practicable to com- 
plete it. 

Very respectfally^ your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GREGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Gomdg, Second Division, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 1864 — 10.80 a. m, (Sent 10.40 a, m.) 

Brigadier-General Greg-g-, 

Commanding Gmvalry^ Army of the Potomac: 

.Major Micliler, acting chief engineer, will send an officer to map tlie 
country southward. Please famish this officer with a suitable escort. 
He will call on you for the purpose. 

A. A. HTTMPHEEYS, 
Major-O&neral and Chief of Staff, 


Butler’s Headquarters, 
September 23 j 1864 — 9,20 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Glorious news. It will be so foggy at daylight that we cannot see 
what to fire at. May I say 8 a. m. to-morrow instead of daybreak? 

B. F. BUTLEE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., Septembey* 23^ 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

You can make the salute to-morrow morning at your own hour. 

U. S. GEAISTT, 
lAentenant- General, 

(Same to Major-General Meade.) 


Dutch Gap, Ya., September 23^ 1864, 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy have made 
very poor practice at the canal to-day, hurting no one. They opened 
with sharpshooters this a. m., firing at every one who passed along the 
bank. A few shells from the mortars caused them to cease. They 
were driven out of their battery in the field this afternoon, and com- 
menced &ing from the old position in the point of woods. A disposi- 
tion is manifested on the part of some in charge of the excavation to 
abandon the work. Can see no manner of reason for doing so. Have 
been here three weeks and have found no hotter place than our right 
mortar battery. Took occasion to speak very plainly to the man in 
charge of the digging (a citizen) to-day; sjioke just what I thought. 
There are more persons frightened than hurt in this locality. Shall 
•take care of the prisoners. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. PIEECE, 

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

NTo. 134. ) Before Petersburg., Ya., September 23^ 1864, 

1. Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Yoluiiteers, is 
hereby relieved from duty Avith the Second Division. In relieving Col- 
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onel Osboru 6*0111 that duty the commanding’ general desires to express 
his approval of the zeal and ability with, which Colonel Osborn has dis- 
charged the trust. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

CHAS. H. GRAVES, 

Aasistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Betershurg^ Ya.^ September 28^ 1864. 
Capt. Charles H. Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps: 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours: Forty-three 
rounds were fired yesterday at the eiiemy^s working parties and signal 
men. There is nothing more to report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. H. JACKSOK 

Lieut. G 0 I.J Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brigagb, 

> Tenth Army Corps, 

Ho. 29. ) Before Betershurg, Fa., September 23, 1864. 

# * # * 

HI. The following changes of artillery on the line of intrenchments 
will take place immediately after dark this evening: Captain Lee’s bat- 
tery of 10-pounder Parrotts — two into the new redoubts near and on 
the left of the present position of the battery, one to the small redan 
on the right of the Petersbiug and City Point Railroad, and one into 
the new redoubt on the left of the railroad. Captain Riggs’ battery 
of light 12-pounders — ^three into the new redoubt first mentioned 
above, one to the small redan on the right of the Petersburg and 
City Point Railroad, and two into the new redoubt on the left of the 
railroad. Lieutenant Smith, First Connecticut Battery, acting assist- 
ant inspector-general, will iioint out the places for the guns and give 
such other directions as may be necessary to carry out this order. 

* * * * * # « 

By order of Lieutenant- Colonel Jackson, chief of artillery: 

O. S. DEWEY, 

Mrst Lieut., 33d LTew YorTe Battery, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Special Oeders, ) Hdqes. Second Div., 10th Aemt Ooeps, 

No. 98. j Near Petersburg, Ya., September 23, 1864.\ 
I. In compliance with instructions from headquarters Tenth Army 
Corps, Col. Louis BeU, Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers, is hereby 
released from arrest, and will assume command of the Third Brigade, 
Second Division, relieving Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachu- 
setts Voliinteers. 
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II. Ill conKequeuce of the return to duty of OoL Louiw Bell, Fourth 
ISfew Hampshire Yolunteers, Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, is hereby relieved from command of the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, and will report at headquarters Tenth Army 
Corps. 

***** * * 

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster: 

P. A. DAVIS, 

Captain and Assista^it Adjutant- OmeraL 


Septe:mber 23, 1864. (Eeceived 7.20 p. m.) 

General Ord : 

General Butler thinks it will be well to relax your rule about com- 
munication between the pickets, and let them exchange papers; any- 
how, it can be tried for awhile. 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 
Acting Chief of Staff, 


Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, 

Beep Bottom^ Ya,^ September 28^ 1864, 

Maj. E. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjtitant-Oeneraly B^t of Ya, and A. C.: 

Major: I have the honor to report for the information of the major- 
general commanding, in obedience to instructions of September 21, 
that last night my pickets at the lower post below Four-Mile Creek 
heard chopping in the woods in their front beyond the rebel advanced 
pickets and across Strawberry Plains. There were also early this morn- 
ing more picket fires than usual in the same woods. Their main picket- 
line at that point is supposed to run thinugh the woods along or near 
the road from New Market Hill to Malvern Hill, only two or three 
vedettes having been visible on the plain. No change in their picket- 
line above or below Four-Mile Creek is visible this a. m., nor any change 
within the small portion of their lines that can be seen from within oui‘ 
lines. Considerable changes have been heretofore observed in the num- 
ber and size of picket-fires above Four-Mile Creek when there has been 
no change in the strength of the picket and nothing in the weather to 
account for it. The officer of the outpost thought the fires not picket 
but camp fires, or intended to be thought camp-fires. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. J. PAINE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 24^ 1864 — 3 p, m, (Sent 3.30 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant; 

I beg leave to refer to you a dispatch* just received from General 
Birney. When you directed me to take command of all the troops and 
line now occupied by General Bimey I requested him to send to these 


See Biruey to Williams, begiiming— I have the honor, &c., p. 1004. 
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headquarters any deserters that might come in, that I might be apprised 
of the position and forces of the enemy in the immediate front I was 
directed to defend. It would appear Major-General Butler has, with a 
knowledge of this fact, countermanded, without any reference to me. 
this order. I beg you will decide whether I had the authority to act 
as I have done, and if so, you will notify Major-General Butler of your 
decision, and request him to rescind his order. 

GEO. G. MEAJDE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., Sejptember 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

The order giving you command of all the forces south of the Appo- 
mattox was given by telegTaph whilst General Butler was absent, and 
may not have been known of by him. Tour order to General Birney 
was right, but as troops of the Army of the Potomac take up the whole 
of the line occupied by the Tenth Corps to-night, it will only be neces- 
saiy for me to inform General Butler why you gave Birney the orders 
you did. 

U. S. GEAJNT, 

Li eiitenant- Genera 1. 


City Point, Sejpteinber 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

The infantry commander at Old Court-House reports to General Ben- 
ham that for the last few nights the cavalry pickets have come back 
near to the infantry, saying that the enemy in front were too strong 
for them. Have you heard of any force of the enemy in th^t direction? 
If there is such a force it ought to be driven away. 

U. S. GEAOT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September J24^ 1864 — 7.80 p. m. (Sent 8 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I have not heard of any enemy in the direction reported by the 
cavalry pickets to General Benham^s infantry, and I don’t believe there 
is any force there or has been, but since the cattle raid Kautz’s cavalry 
have been somewhat demoralized, and I have no doubt they came in on 
some such pretext. I have sent your dispatch to Kautz. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshae-Generax, 

Seplefmber 24^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Four deserters just forwarded fi:om Second Army Corps. 
They came into General Mott’s lines last evening. They are from the 
Kinth and Tenth Alabama Eegiments, of Sanders’ bri gade. They report 



Chap, LIT.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


989 


no changes of the enemy^s line. A nimor has been current that Whit- 
ing’s division of ¥orth Carolina militia had been added to the army in 
our front, and was Ijang between A. P, Hill’s corps and Beauregard’s 
command. One of informants (the most intelligent) says it a mere 
rumor, and he thinks no re-enforcements have been received. Heth’s 
division, or a part of it, is lying on the left of Hill’s corps and connects 
with Johnson’s division, of Beauregard’s command. Hoke’s division is 
in reserve. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK:. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Oppice op the Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 24^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Our men met last night three several agents, who returned 
from Eichmond yesterday. Prom different sources the following infor- 
mation is obtained. A very large force of cavaliy is encamped on NTew 
Market Hill. It is understood that General Wade Hampton is person- 
ally in command, and that the force comprises his own division, with the 
most of all the cavalry belonging to the enemy. Unusual vigilance is 
exercised on the north side of the James, and large details for scouting 
purposes have been made fi*om the Texas origade on that side of the river. 
One of our agents yesterday morning, while perfecting his arrange- 
ments to leave town, saw a soldier of General Early’s command with 
whom he was acquainted. The soldier was reading one of yesterday’s 
papers, and referring to the accounts of the fights in the Valley, and the 
way in which the rebel loss was underestimated, remarked as follows : 

This paper is a humhug, and what it says about Early is a lie. I have just come 
from him, and he is this side of Gordonsville, having been obliged to light heavily all 
'the way. 

From another agent we learn that there was a rumor in circulation 
in Eichmond yesterday that Early was eighteen miles this side of Gor- 
donsville. Immediately after the fall of Atlanta gold had a large 
advance 5 after that, it receded to 2300 per cent. Day before yester- 
,day, after the news from Early, it advanced to 2600 per cent., and yes- 
iterday the brokers announced that for the present no sales of it would 
be made. They were unwilling to fix any price at which they would sell 
|it. AU kinds of meat advanced yesterday $2 per pound. It was said 
that gTins were being forwarded as rapidly as possible fr‘om the arsenal 
in Eichmond to the front, and there is a reiteration of the former news 
that all business is suspended for a time, and no work to be done in the 
Government manufactories, except such as can be done by the employ- 
ment of our deserters. The former rumors in regard to the abandon- 
ment of Petersburg were stOl in circulation in Eichmond, and seem to 
have gained strength. Our agents could not find that these rumors 
; rested on any new facts. Ko wounded from Early were being received 
in Eichmond, nor were there any but scattering arrivals from him. 
There were about 100 men in each of the batteries in the last line of 
works about Eichmond; nothing at all in the two outer lines. Files of 
Eichmond papers are forwarded herewith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE H. 8HAEPE, 

Colonel^ &c. 
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Plank Eoad Station, 

September 24^ 1864 — 8 lu m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy by large detail are ^rorking on their works in vicinity of 
large fort. IljJ'o change visible in camps or lines. 

H. W. FULTOF, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Sig-nal Station, 

September 24^ 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The enemy are placing abatis before their works 
to our right of Clifton. They are still working beyond the city. The 
following was intercepted: 


Colonel B[rent] : 

All quiet since 8 a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


10 A. M. 

J. A. S., 

Ate. 


1.30 p, M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

' Twelve wagons passed open space rear of Battery 5, going toward Petersburg. 
Artillery company still encamped in open space rear of Battery 5. 

J, Q. E.; 

AtD. 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B[rbnt] : 

All quiet this p. m. One gun-boat above pontoon. 
(Same to A, B.) 


0 p. 


s., 

Set'geantj at C, 


This place is no-w designated Battery Ko. 2. 

n. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potojcac, 

No. 258. i S^tember M, 1864. 

******* 

5. The One hundred and ninety-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, having reported in compliance with instructions j&^om head- 
quarters Armies of the United States, is assigned to the Fifth Army 
Corps. 

***#### 

By commaud of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Sej^tember 24^ 1864, (Eeceived 7 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

I suppose tlie siege guns ordered to be put in position on my line 
will be ordered there from your headquarters, as there are no siege 
guns on the line at present. 

WINTF^D S. HAli5-COCK, 

Major-General. 


General Hunt: 

I suppose from this that the siege guns in Port Sedgwick have been 
removed. How about the battery near the Avery house'? 

A. A. H[UMPHEEYS]. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864 — 9 a, m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since 
last report. Five deserters from Wilcox’s old brigade were sent up 
this morning,* detail made for repairing embrasures in Fort Sedgwick 
under Lieutenant Benyaurd. 

WINFD S. HAJNCOOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 10 a. m. 

Major-General Hancook, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


The siege artillery of your line will be put in position by the chief of 
artillery here. If any change should be made in the armament by sub- 
stitution of field artillery for siege artillery you will be duly notified, 
and the field artillery wiU be supplied. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 12.80 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you make the necessary 
arrangements immediately to relieve* General Birney along the whole 
line held by him, from Mott’s right to the Appomattox. You will 
relieve as much of his line to-night as practicable. You will relieve 
the garrisons of the inclosed works on Birney’s front, also designating 
the garrisons for them. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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Headquartees Aemy of the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 12.40 p. m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

You can withdraw your brigades of infantry and batteries of artil- 
lery on the Norfolk railroad and at Prince George Court-House. 

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headqtjaetees Army of the Potomac, 

September 24^ 1864 — 1.05 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that in relieving 
General Birney you must use the batteries of artillery you have in re- 
serve. General Hunt has in reserve twelve field guns, which are also 
at your disposition. Four of these form a horse battery. Should it 
be necessary, General Hunt will be directed to put some more siege 
guns in the redoubts on the front now held by General Birney. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

S^tember 24^ 1864 — S p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

It is considered that the four guns in Battery No. 20 might be re- 
moved without materially weakening the line there, and they are there- 
fore available for transfer to the line now held by Birney. The arma- 
ment tor Battery No. 0, near Fort McGilvery, is marked for two 
30-pounder Parrotts, but the difficulty of supplying them with ammuni- 
tion makes it desirable to substitute two field guns for the armament. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864 — 9.20 p. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Bfrneyhas fi^ cavalrymen picketing to the river taken 
from his body guard, which must be stronger than mine to admit of 
such detail. I will replace them with infantry unless it is thought 
necessary to have cavalry there. 

WINF^B S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsemeiits.] 

General Meadh: 

Is there any special reason for cavalry pickets at the place indicated? 
I know of none. 

A. A, HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Qmeral and Chief of Staff. 

Hor I. 

G. G. M[EADE1. 
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General Humphreys: 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 2i^ 1864 — 9.30 p. m. 


In tlie confidential circular with regard to tlie armament of forts, &c., 
one paragraph directs that the armament be at once placed in the forts; 
the succeeding paragraph directs the batteries to be occupied as at 
IHesent. In order to carry out the first paragraph I must take some 
artillery from the batteries, and so disregard in a measure the second 
paragraph. I ask your instructions in the matter before proceeding to 
place the required armament in the forts, as I had intended doing, at 
the expense of the batteries. 

WIHFD S. HAlSrOOGK, 

Major-General. 


Hjbadquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Septemher 1864 — 10.05 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Yes. The armaments of the redoubts is to be first completed; next 
that of the batteries with the armaments marked with an asterisk (or 
star), and last the batteries where it is merely stated pierced for so 
many guns. Probably you will not be able to arm any of the last 
named. No particular reason is known here for having cavalry pickets 
at the place you mention. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Secoistd Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864. 

General Williams: 

In order to be nearer the center of my line I propose moving my 
headquarters to the Deserted House to-morrow morning. 

WINE’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Fotomac: 

General: I have the honor to invite the attention of the major- 
general commanding to the large number of men detailed from this 
corps for fatigue for some time past, and to ask if some measures can- 
not be adopted to lessen the amount of duty of this nature exacted of 
my coinmand. The average daily detail from the command during the 
past week has been 2,700 men, the number, including picket details, 
being on some occasions as high as 3,100 men. These details are made 
necessarily from the First and Second Divisions, the Third Division 
holding the line from Fort Alexander Hays to Fort Meikel, and furnish- 
ing a daily picket of about 500 men in front of this line; it also fur- 
nishes working parties to a considerable extent where the work required 
63 R R— VOL XLII, PT n 
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does not take the men far from the line. The field return of these two 
divisions exhibits a strength of about 9,000 men, but of this number a 
considerable proportion, including drummers, musicians, and men 
borne fcr duty, but not available for fatigue, should be deducted. The 
Second Division has one brigade detached at Prince George Court- 
House, which furnishes a picket detail of about 200 men, and is engaged 
at the same time in constructing earth- works at that place. The details 
made from the brigade are not included in the statements given on the 
previous page. The details from the Second Division have been pro- 
portionally heavy compared with those from the First Division, in order 
to give the greater number of recruits in the latter division an oppor- 
tunity for discipline and instruction. The practical working of the 
matter is that the men are on duty every day, so that the inspectors 
report that they cannot make the ordinary monthly inspection in the 
Second Division. In the First Division there is no adequate oppor- 
tunity for drilling the recruits, a matter of vital importance. The men 
of both divisions have no time to keej) their arms in proper order, or to 
pay the proper attention to the police of camp or the cleanliness of 
clothing or persons. The men have, in fact, become day laborers, and 
sufi:er in their proper character as soldiers. The efiect on the morale 
of the troops I believe to be unfortunate. 

The details for fatigue coming directly from the office of the chief 
engineer, or (as is usually the case) from some ofiicer delegated by him, 
the commanding general may not be aware of the extent of labor i)er- 
formed by the corps. It has constructed a large proportion of the work 
about Petervsburg, commencing with the rifle-pits to the right and left 
of the Hare house. After the corps was withdrawn from this line it 
constructed several lines on the left of the iflank road, besides fur- 
nishing large details to aid General Warren in constructing redoubts 
along the plank road. After moving to the Deserted House the 
corps furnished a division daily for fatigue to aid in constructing 
the covered ways and field works on the front hue, and built a large 
proportion of the line from the Chieves house to the Nforfolk railroad. 
After its return from the first expedition to Deep Bottom it was again 
called on for these heavy details, and on its return from the second 
movement to Deep Bottom was engaged in heavy fatigme duties until 
the battle of Beams’ Station. Since then it has built the entire line 
from the left of the plank road to the Horfolk road and part of the line 
on the right, feUing a great extent of timber along the whole line of 
the Blackwater Swamp. The men have moved from -place to place, 
building works and constructing lines they never occupy, and the 
result is that they have to a certain extent the habits of laborers, and 
are more familiar with the shovel than the musket. The very small 
number of officers present has rendered the discipline of these troops 
almost impossible. 

The object in laying this communication before the commanding gen- 
eral is not to find fault at the labor done, the importance of which is 
apparent, but to respectfully inquire whether other troops have not 
enjoyed a better opportunity of discipline and instruction. 

I have deferred representing this matter, but my commanders are 
pressing upon me daily the fact that their men are worn out, not so 
much on account of the severity of the labor, but because of the con- 
tinuous nature of it and the lack of any opportunity for rest or provid- 
ing'for the comfort of the men. 

' I am. general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WrNF’D S. HAHOOCK, 
Major-Oeneral of Volunteers, 
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Headquarters Second Ar:my Corps, 

Se])tember 1864, 

Major-General Hirney: 

1 am going out, by General Hancock’s order, to see what arrange- 
ment to make about relieving your line. Will you pleat^e send a stall* 
officer to meet me at the ruins of the Da^is house at 3 o’clock to ride 
over the line and give me information as to the position of troops, &c. I 
I will have oui* chief of artillery with me. 

O. H. MOEGANI, 
Lieutenant- Colonel j djc. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

JSeptember 1861, 

Major-General Birney: 

I have directed General Miles and Colonel Smyth to commence re- 
lieving your line at dark. General Miles will occupy from Battery 13 
to the right and Colonel Smyth from Battery 13 to the NTorfolk railroad. 
The chief of artillery has also been directed to commence relieving your 
artillery at dark. 1 xnesume he has seen Colonel Jackson by this 
time. If he has not, I will direct him to confer with him. He is now 
on the line. I have airected my commanders not to relieve your picket- 
line to-night, as I want to try to get a chance to look around in the 
morning and see where they are. Colonel Smyth has sent officers to 
arrange with General Terry and General Miles has seen General Foster. 
Please notify your commanders what time I begin. 

WINPD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Tenth Corps, 

8ept&>nber 24^ 1864, 

Major-General Hancock: 

My chief of artillery missed Colonel Morgan. If your chief could 
report here mine would explain the entire line to him in ‘ relieving the 
batteries. My cavalry escort picket the river-bank. It will require 
about frfty cavalry to relieve them, although infantry would be as welL 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

{8e]^t€finber\ 24, 1864 — 4,40 jp, m. 


Major-General Birney: 

Colonel Morgan has not returned and Ido not think [he will] be back 
before dark. If you do not see him before that time it would oe better 
to send your chief of artillery here, as I will have use for Colonel Mor- 
gan for a few hours after he returns in issuing the necessary orders for 
the change, and it would delay matters if he were absent so long as it 
would take for him to go to your headquarters and return. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 
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Headquartebs Second Army Corps, 

September 2i^ 1864 — 8.20 ;p. m. 

Maj. Gen. D. B. Bibnby, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

My chief of artillery has not returned firom the line. I suppose he 
has seen Colonel Jackson. If he has not artillery enough to relieve all 
your batteries I suppose you will permit those not relieved to remain 
until to-morrow evening, when I can complete the arrangement by get- 
ting some pieces from General Hunt and taking one battery from Mott’s 
line. If I can find my chief of artillery in time I hope to get through 
to-night. 

WmF’D B. HA]:ICOCK, 

Major- GeneraU 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864. 


Major-General Hancock^ 

Commanding Second Corps: 

I will make any arrangement that you desire for the night. 

D. B. BIENBY, 

Major-General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 35. ) September 24^ 1864. 

In accordance with instructions received from headquarters of the 
army, the First and Second Divisions will relieve the Tenth Army 
Corps in the line of intrenchments, beginning as soon after dark as 
practicable. 

The Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will relieve the 
line from the Norfolk railroad to Battery 13, as shown to Colonel 
Smyth’s stslft* officers this afternoon by Colonel Morgan, chief of staff. 
Colonel Smyth will occupy Fort Morton with 800 men. 

The First ■ Division, General Miles commanding, wiU relieve the 
Tenth Corps line from Battery 13 to the right, garrisoning the inclosed 
works as follows: Fort Haskell, 250 men; Fort Stedman, 300 men; 
Fort McGilvery, 300 men. 

The rifle-pits connecting these works and batteries on the line will 
for the present be occupied as they now are. The picket-line wiU not 
be relieved to-night. Any troops remaining in reserve after these dis- 
positions are made will be placed under cover, under supporting dis- 
tance of the line. Commandants of artillery will relieve as many of 
the light batteries belonging to the Tenth Corps now on the line as he 
is able to relieve with artillery at his disposal, conferring with the chief 
of artillery Tenth Corps for this purpose. Commanders of divisions 
and Artillery Brigade will set forth the disposition in detail in the 
morning report of the 25th. Corps headquarters will be moved to the 
Deserted House to-morrow. 

By command of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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two forts, but in case of attack especially on Fort Eice. Fort Sedg- 
wick, Seventeentli Maine Volunteers, First Maine Heavy Artillery, 
One liundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in all 819 officers and 
men under command of Lieut. Col. G. B. Merrill, Seventeenth Maine 
Volunteers, the ranking officer. I beg, respectfully, to remark that 
those 819 officers and men cannot be placed in the fort for the reason 
there is no possible room thei'e for them. The work on the left of the 
plank road having no artillery can contain at the most 300 men. Fort 
Sedgwick proper (Fort Hell) is filled up by the artilleryrnen, magazines, 
caissons, save on the left, but this part of the work will be in no way 
too much for the six pieces of artillery (foui' 4J-inch Eodmans, and two 
siege howitzers) to be located there to complete its armament. For 
these reasons the garrison has so many outside along the breast- works 
which inclose the batteries in the rear, and I respectfully submit that 
in order to facilitate the defense and make it more effective the Battery 
21, included in the works with which it connects directly between 
a double line of breast-works, affording a very goodpZuc^ dhmnes to be 
easily defended and large enough to contain a small regiment, the 
Battery 21 being inclosed and supporting well Fort Sedgwick on the 
right. I have also to report that the signs nailed this morning are not 
properly fixed and ought to be changed to i)revent confusion. The 
work on the left of the plank road wears the vsigii of Fort Sedgwick, of 
which it is but an annex. Fort Sedgwick as Battery 21,. Battery 21 
wears the number 20 and Battery 20, where the Fourth Maine Battery 
is located (four guns), is ignored altogether. In the circular this bat- 
tery is mentioned by mistake as unoccupied or without guns. In Fort 
Eice temporary embrasures made with gabions and sand-bags, for the 
protection of the men manning two field pieces, have been taken off the 
l)arapet, as I understand, by order of General Hunt, chief of artillery. 
I respectfully submit that it makes the use of these two pieces extremely 
perilous. Being now on high platforms in barbette, the men are fully 
exposed to the fix’ing of the enemy^s sharpshooters at a place where no 
one can show his head with impunity tor five minutes. It is probable 
that this condition of things was not reported to General Hunt, and 
respectfully submit that his attention be called to this matter, as the 
two pieces alluded to are tlie only ones bearing in ffiont against the 
enemy’s works, and it is important that they should be kept as availa- 
ble as possible. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

E. DE TEOBEIAND, 

Brigadier’ General. 


Headquarters Firth Army Corps, 

September 186i — 9 a. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front yesterday 
and during the night, nothing unusual transpiring. A deserter came 
in this morning. He belongs to Seventh Nforth Carolina; has been in 
service two years; was in Eeams’ Station fight; says no infantry are 
oil plank road; Anderson’s brigade was, but has been withdrawn. 

G. K. WAEEEN, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 


999 


Headquaetees Fiest Division, Fifth Ooeps, 

Cami) at Warren Station^ Yu,, i^epteynher 1S€J. 

Brig. Gen. S. Willia^is, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Fotomac : 

Geneeal : Owing to the depleted numbers of this eomniand I would re- 
spectfully recommend that the division be consolidated into onebiugade. 
The organization as it now exists consists of three brigades: The First 
Brigade — Twenty -first Pennsylvania Dismounted Cavalry, 608 muskets ; 
the Second Brigade — ^Thirty-second Massachusetts, !Ninety-first and 
One hundred and fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, in all 848 muskets; the 
Third Brigade — One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania, First Mich- 
igan, Twentieth Maine, Sixteenth Michigan, and four battalions, as fol- 
lows: Eighty -third Pennsylvania, Forty-fourth NTe w York, Fourth Mich- 
igan, and Eighteenth Massachusetts, numbering in all 1,050 muskets. 
It will be seen that this gives only 2,506 muskets. The Twenty-second 
Massachusetts belongs to the division, but has been detached and is on 
duty at City Point, having only 136 muskets. This regiment goes out 
of service on the 8th of October, and will probably not leave over 30 
muskets. The battalions could be transferred to regiments. The com- 
manding oflacer of the corx)s has already recommended the transfer of 
the Forty-fourth Xew York. The officers of the battalions not required 
or not wishing to remain in service could be honorably discharged. 
Should the commanding general give this recommendation a favorable 
consideration he will at once see that the consolidation must give the 
brigade some hundreds of additional men for musket duty, by decreas- 
ing the number of extra daily and detached duty men. The organiza- 
tion as it now exists is not believed to be in keeping with the interests 
of the service. From having the name of division with three brigades 
its details are very heavy. For instance, the picket-line is at the present 
time over four miles, requiring 900 men, with proper complement of ofii- 
cers, and there has not been a day since on this line that the detail has 
been less than from 500 to 700. 

I am, sh\ very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquaetees Fiest Division, Fifth Aemy Ooeps, 

Septeniber ^i, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Feed. T. Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- Gener ah Fifth Army Corps : 

Colonel: I would again urge upon the attention of the proper 
authorities the want of brigade commanders, and ask that Lieut. Ool. 
William A. Throop, First Michigan Volunteers, be brevetted a briga- 
dier. Colonel Throop has had more experience than any field officer 
in this command, and I don’t think has his superior as a drill officer 
and disciplinarian in the service, and I trust his application may meet 
with early attention, and Colonel Throop assigned according to his 
brevet rank. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Pirst Oiv., Fifth Army Corps, 

No. 132. ) WarreA?s Station, Ya., Septejnber 24, 1864. 

Col. H. G. Sickel, One hundred and ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, having reported with his regiment in compliance with orders 
from headquarters Fifth Army Corps, is assigned to the First Brigade. 
By command of Brigadier-G-eneral Griffin : 

GEO. MONTEITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 24, 1864 — 9,30 a. m. 

General Hum:pheets, 

Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report nothing unusual on my lines during the 
past twenty-four hours. Detached rifle-pits and defenses are being 
constructed along my rear line of pickets. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 24, 1864. 

Col. T. S. Bowers: 

Will you please furnish me with a copy of any order or telegram 
extending the leave of Major-General Burnside and staff? I received 
from Major General Burnside a copy of telegram from Lieutenant- 
General Grant to Major-General Burnside on this subject under date 
of September 1. but it has either been destroyed or mislaid. 

JNO. G. PARKE. 


City Point, Va., September 24, 1864. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Army Corps: 

The telegram from General Grant to General Burnside referred to in 
your dispatch of to-day reads as follows: 


City Point, Va., Sexytemler 7, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside, 

Providence} B, I. : 

Await orders where you are. Your staff may remain with you. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieuten ant-G en eral. 


No subsequent orders have been given to General Burnside. 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

No. 183. 5 September 24, 1864. 

*«*«**« 

5. In pursuance of orders from headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
it is hereby directed that a garrison of 150 be placed in Fort Howard 
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by Brigadier General Hartranft, commanding First Diyisiom This 
garrison will be considered as permanent and will not be moved unless 
specially directed by virtue of authority from headquarters Army of 
the Potomac. For the present it is not necessary that the camp or 
quarters of the men be inside the work, but may be pitched in its 
immediate vicinity. 

By command of Map Gen. John G. Parke: 

JNO. G. TOUlirGMAlN, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeiieral. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September ^4, 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

1 have the honor to forward herewith a sketch* of the picket -line of 
the Second Division Cavalry. West of General Warren’s front, on the 
Yaughan road, is a reserve of 120 men, with vedettes on the road in 
front of the infantry line. On the railroad south of General Warren’s 
position a reserve (150 men) with vedettes covering the Wyatt road 
and the roads to Beams’ Station and Wood’s Shop. On the plank 
road one regiment (250 men) covering the road to Beams’ Station and 
the plank road. On the road leading from McCann’s to Lee’s Mill one 
regiment (250 men) picketing to the plank road and to Davenport 
Church. 

D. McM. GBEGG, 
Brigadier- Genera Z, Comm an d ing, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Septeiyiber 24, 1864. 

Brigadier-General GREoa, 

Gommandim Cavalry, Army of the Potomac: 

I have your communication of to day’s date respecting the pickets 
from the Weldon railroad to Davenport Church. As this appears to 
be intended for the report asked for in my dispatch of 22d instant to 
General Davies, I think there must be some misapprehension of that 
dispatch. It called for a complete rearrangement of the calvary picket- 
line from the plank road to the James Biver. The force picketing from 
Davenport Church to the James Biver was considered to be entirely 
inadequate to that duty. The dispatches to General Davies previous to 
that of 2.30 p. m. of the 22d will show what had been intended. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters army op the Potomac, 

V September 24, 1861 — 2.15 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Greho, 

Commanding Gamlry^ Army of the Potomac: 

The two brigades and two batteries of the Second Corps now at 
Prince George Court-House and on the Norfolk railroad will be with- 
drawn to-day. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


^ Not found. 
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September J24j 1864, 

CoL C. H. SxiTH, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division Cavalry : 

Colonel: You will please prepare (by getting three days’ rations 
and two of forage) a sulhcient force to take up and picket to Two 
Bridges. The two brigades infantry and the two batteries now at 
Prince George Court-House will be withdrawn to-day. Just have this 
force in readiness to go on picket upon the return of the general, who 
is now absent at General Kautz’s headquarters. Other orders will be 
issued you. Do not saddle, but hold in readiness to do so before receipt 
of further orders. 

Very respectfully, 

H. C. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 24, 1864, 

Col. C. H. Smith, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division Cavalry: 

Colonel: The general commanding directs that to-morrow morning 
by daylight you will cause a picket force of 300 men to take position 
south of and near McCann’s house on railroad (NTorfolk) to take up 
picket-line between your present left (Davenport Church) and Two 
Bridges, relieving all of General Kautz’s pickets on that line 5 your left 
will then be at Two Bridges. You will keep a sti'ong reserve on rail- 
road. There are two main roads in the vicinity of the Norfolk rail- 
road. This picket force need not go out until morning 25th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


P. S. — Please report as soon as you have established the extension 
of your line. 


H. C. W. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 24, 1864, (Received 12.45 p. m.) 

Major-General Butler: 

The Second Corps will relieve the Tenth from the trenches to-night. 
Instruct General Birney to move his corps in rear of its present posi- 
tion when relieved, out of sight of the enemy. • 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieiotenant- General, 


4 - 

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virg-inia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, September 24^ 1864, 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding, <Dc., City Boint, Ya, : 

The telegram in relation to the Second Corps received and proper 
orders forwarded. 

BENJ. E. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding, 
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City Point, Ya., Septemher 1864, 

Major-General Butler: 

During your absence, and when an attack was anticipated, at the 
suggestion of General Ord, I directed General Meade to hold himself 
responsible for all of the line south of the Appomattox, and that all 
troops occupying such line obey his orders. It was under these cir- 
cumstances that General Meade directed General Birney to send pris- 
oners and deserters to his provost-marshal. The Second Corps reliev- 
ing the Tenth to night will make it unnecessary either to repeal or 
withdraw the order. All prisoners and deserters taken by either army, 
however, should be sent to the provost-marshal-general at City Point 
as sooii as questioned. I suppose they have been so disposed of here- 
tofore. 

r. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant General, 


IlDQRS. Dept, of Yiruinia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sihnal Officer, 

8 e 2 )temher 186 L 

Lieut. Col. Georoe A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The signal ofGicer at tower on James Eiver reports “ situa- 
tion unchanged from yesterday.” The signal officer at Spring Hill 
reports that nothing new has occurred to-day along the enemy’s lines. 
Their working parties have been employed in strengthening their works 
during the day. • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. CLUM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Tenth Ariviy Corps, 
September 24^ 1864, (Eeceived 9^25 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutan t General : 

Nothing of interest on my line. The large 7-inch Brooke gun has 
been moved from its position. The salute elicited little or no response. 
The contrabands sent up on yesterday reported the moving of artillery 
(heavy guns) on trucks to South Side Eailroad. 

D. B. BIENEY, 

Major-General, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Fields September 21j 1864, 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 

Please inform une upon what authority prisoners of war and deserters 
from the enemy sent to you are forwarded other than to the provost- 
marshal at these headquarters, as I understand they are. In future 
will you see that all such persons are forwarded at once to these head 
quarters f 

BENJ. P. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 
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Headquaeters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864. 

Brigadier-General Williams: 

I liave tlie honor to inform you, for the information of Major-General 
Meade, that I am ordered by General Butler to forward prisoners of 
war and deserters to his headquarters 5 also, asking me by what 
authority I had stopped doing so. I have answered by an order from 
General Meade, and that hereafter I will send those persons to his 
headquarters, 

B. B. BIEKEY, 

Major- General. 


Headqxtarters 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Army Corps: 


Army op the James, 
September 24j 1864 — 1 p. m. 


The Second Corps will relieve you to-night. You will mass your 
corps in the rear of its present position, when relieved, out of sight of 
the enemy. 

BENJ. E. BTJTLEE, 

Major- Oen era Z, Comm anding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

S^t ember 24^ 1864 — 2.10 p. on. 

Major-General Birney, 

Commanding Tenth Coops: 

I am instructed to inform you that you will be relieved to-night from 
the position your corps holds by Major-General Hancock, commanding 
Second Coiq^s. Upon being relieved you will mass your troops well in 
rear of the position they now hold, and out of sight of the enemy. 
You will receive instructions as to your subsequent movements fi*om 
Major-Genetal Butler, commanding department, &c. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

September 24^ 1864. 

Commanding officers will hold their commands ready to be relieved 
to-night by the Second Corps. Staff officers of division and independ- 
ent brigades will be sent to these headquai'ters to ascertain the place 
where the troops will be massed upon being relieved. The chief of 
artillery will at once see General Hunt as to the relief of the artillery 
during the night. 

By order of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistaoit Adjutant-General. 


^Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields before Fetersbiio^g^ Fa., S^tember 24^ 1864. 
In being relieved to-night the garrisons in the forts will be relieved 
with rest of the troops. The exchange will be managed quietly, and 
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division officers of tlie day will be at division headquarters ready to 
give all information to the officers of the Second Corps. The com- 
manding officer of engineers will report for orders to these headquarters 
and camp in rear of the corps. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

NTo. 128. ) Before Petersbicrg^ Va,, September 24^ 1864, 

III. Hereafter, whenever marching orders are received by this com- 
mand, knapsacks of the men will be immediately inspected by the 
regimental commanders, and all superfluous articles, which by their 
weight would tend to break down the men upon the march, will be im- 
mediately thrown out. Any man picking up articles so rejected without 
the consent of his regimental commander be tried by general court- 
martial. 

IV. In all movements of this command the cooking utensils of the 
companies will be carried in the wagons, for each of which one man will 
be detailed as guard. All other enlisted men reported by their regi- 
ments as for duty, or upon siiecial duty, will march in the ranks of 
their companies. 

V. The brigade commanders are charged with the strict enforcement 
of the provisions of this order. 

IX. Col. F. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, having been 
reheved from command of the Third Division of this corps, will resume 
command of the First Brigade of this division. In reheving Colonel 
Voris, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, from the command of the First 
Brigade, the brevet major-general commanding desires to express his 
thanks lor the able manner in which that officer has commanded the 
brigade while under his charge. 

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry: 

A. TEREY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, 

Near Petersburg^ Ya,, September 24^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: 


Colonel : I have the honor to report that there have been no changes 
in the disposition of the troops of my command during the past twenty- 
four hours. The picket-posts on the Appomattox have been moved 
near the river-bank, and measures taken to prevent any persons pass- 
ing through the lines without the knowledge of the gua^d. The usual 
fatigue details of 600 men were engaged on the various works in prog- 
ress on my line. Three men deserted from the Forty-eighth Hew York 


Volunteers during the night. 
Respectfully, yours. 


R. S. FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 
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HEADQUARTER!^ TENTH ARMY OORPS, 

B&ptemler 1864. 

Brigadier-General Foster, 

Commanding Second Division: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send fifty men of 
your command iininediately to relieve the men of the Fourth Massa- 
chusetts Cavalry, doing picket duty on your right; the men to remain 
imtil relieved by those of the Second Corps. 

Respectfully, 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assisfayit Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Eiohteenth Army Corps, 

Ko. 125. I In the Field, Va., Septemher 24, 1864. 

The provisions of General Orders, Ho. Ill, from these headquarters, 
are so far modified as to permit ofBLcers on picket duty and officers or 
the day to allow the exchange of papers between the pickets, with a 
view of encouraging desertions from the enemy. This privilege must 
be exercised without any relaxation in the strict performance of picket- 
duty. 

By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord: 

THEODORE READ, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Septeniber 24, 1864 — 7.30 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Fofomac: 

General; The report alluded to in the dispatch* received from the 
lieutenant-general no doubt has its foundation in a change made day 
before yesterday under the direction of the cavalry commander. I did 
not have men sufficient to hold out to Cocke’s Mill, consequently the 
telegraph road was not covered, and therefore the pickets on the road 
lea<Sng from Rollins’ to Sycamore Church were withdrawn and placed 
on the telegraph road, so as to watch all the roads on my left. This 
was done at the suggestion of General Davies, who was here in person. 
•There is no information of any force except scouts of the enemy any- 
where ill my front. I have sent out to Colonel Spear to ascertain what 
foundation there is for the report, but I feel confident that nothing 
unusual has occurred. General Gregg was here this afternoon, and 
has arranged to strengthen my line by relieving a portion of it with a 
regiment from his division. While I cannot be expected to hold my 
line against any force, I can promise to furnish the earliest intelligence 
of an advancing force. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A.UGHST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


See Grant to Meade, beginning — ^The infantry commander, &c., p. 988. 
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Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

S^teyyiber ^i, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 

Capt. H. 0. Weir, 

Assistant AdjxitaiiPOeneral^ Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain : The picket reports represent everything as quiet along the 
line. Sergeant Smith, Company M [Fj, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
was killed last night by one of his own pickets whilst going the rounds. 
I have withdrawn the pickets fi.‘om Sycamore Church and placed them 
on the telegraph road, so as to continue the line irom Mount Sinai 
Church nearly north. I had not men enough to hold down to Cocke’s 
Mill. The usual amount of picket-shooting at scouts and deserters 
continues. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters Army of the JajVees, 

In the Fields Seytemher 24^ 1864. 

Captain Thornton, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General to General Sliepley : 

By the authority of the Secretary of War you are authorized to 
recruit a regiment from the rebel prisoners at Point Lookout. A letter 
of instructions will be sent you by mail. 

BEN-J. F. BUTLEE, 
Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters District op NTorth Carolina, 

New Berne^ N. C.y Septeinher 24y 1864. 

Lieut. Gilbert E. Overton, 

Adjutant Twelfth New York Cavalry: 

Lieutenant: General Hailand directs me to call your attention to 
the following extract from a letter i-ecently received at these headquar- 
ters from Brigadier-General Baker, commanding Confederate forces at 
Goldsborough: 

It is reported to me by my scouts on the lower Trent road, below Kinston, that on 
the 10th instant Lieutenant Overton, adjutant Twelfth New York Caval^, U. S. 
Army, in charge of a flag of truce, on his return to your lines carried with him three 
negroes picked iip on the road. In addition to this it is reported to me that the same 
detachment under flag of truce stopped at the house of Mr. Noble, a citizen, took 
possession of his house for their own use, and used au amount of forage for their 
horses without payment for the same. 

General Haiiand requests that you will forward to these headquar- 
ters a full statement of the facts in these cases with as little delay as 
possible. 

I am, lieutenant, very x'espectfully, your obedient servant, 

[G. F. WAED, Jr.,] 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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WASHiNaxoNj Sepember 25j 1864— S.IO p. m. 

Lieutenant-Geueral Grant, 

City Fointj Ya. : 

It is ascertained tliat the men returned from City Point were not sent 
from Alexandria, but from York, direct. The error resulted from 
the neglect of the officers of General Sheridan’s command to make 
returns to the Adjutant-General’s Office. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


IlEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

September ^5, 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Lieut. Gen. TJ. S. Grant : 

In accordance with your verbal order given yesterday the Tenth 
Army Corps was last night relieved by the two divisions of the Second 
Corps hitherto posted in the rear or held in reserve. As this change 
has given to the Second Cories, with an effective strength of less than 
15,000 men, a line of over five miles to hold, I have deemed it proper to 
order the following changes of position : The Second Corjjs to hold the 
line from the Appomattox to Port Crawford on the Jerusalem plank 
road; the ^Tinth Corps to hold with two divisions fi'om Port Crawford 
to include Port Howard, such portion of these two divisions as may not 
be required on this line to be held in reserve in the rear; the third 
division of the [Ninth Corps to be held near the Avery house as a 
reserve to the Second Corps; the Pifth Corps to hold from Port 
Howard round to the Gurley house; the present picket of the Pifth 
Corps to tlie rear to be maintained, they now extending to a line south 
fi-om the Gurley house; Jffom this point the cavalry to watch and 
picket the rear over to the James; garrisons and artillery to be 
assigned to the inclosed works on the fr'ont line; the rest of the troops 
to be held ready for withdrawal and movement elsewhere. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Majo7'- General, Commanding. 


City Point, Ya., September ^5, 1864. 

Major-General Meade : 

Has Gregg returned yef? I will have to send a cavalry commander 
to Sherman, and think of sending Gregg. At present, and to this time, 
there has not been an officer with the cavalry in the West who it was 
safe to trust, without infantry to guard them from danger. The rebels 
are equally bad off. With either Gregg, Torbert, or Wilson in com- 
mand of Sherman’s cavalry, they could travel over that Western 
country with impunity. 

XT. S. GEAHT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 25^ 1864 — 12 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant; 


General Gregg has returned. In reference to your proposition to 
send him West, I have to call your attention to the fact that there is no 
other general officer of cavalry-with this army but General Davies, one 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORKESPONDENCE, ETC. — ^UNION. 


1009 


of tlie youngest and most recently promoted; whereas with General 
Sheridan’s army areTorbert, Averell, Merritt, Custer, Devin, Chax>man, 
and McIntosh. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

2Iajor- General^ Commcmd big. 


IlEiJDQUARTERS ARM.Y OF THE POTOMAC, 

Se;ptemder 25^ 1864 — 12,30 p. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The following report, just received, is forwarded for your informa- 
tion. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Generah 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

iSeptember 2oj 1864 — 11 a. m, 

Mai. B. F. Fisher: 

At 10.30 a column of infantry, numbering about 3,000, appeared in 
vicinity of large fort on \Yeldon railroad, apparently coming ffom woods 
west of railroad and southward from large fort, and disappeared on road 
running west from fort; were twenty minutes in passing. 

H. W. FDLTOl^, 

Sergeant. 


City Point, September 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

Please send an ambulance to the railroad station for Governor Sew- 
ard, Mr. Washburne, and General Grant, who leave here for your head- 
quarters in a few minutes. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

B. S. PARKER, 

Secretary, 


City Point, Ya., September 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

Thursday will be the day upon which efforts will be made in the 
direction indicated in our conversation yesterday. I want a brigade of 
cavalry, well commanded, to report to General Butler. I think it will 
be well to start the brigade you select on a scout to-morrow morning to 
push out east, keeping about the route followed by Hampton when ou 
his cattle raid; farther out if they can, and come into the James River, 
and up to City Point, crossing over to Bermuda Hundred after night. 
They should ride slowly and preserve their horses, except where they 
may come upon the enemy. It is not necessary that the cavalry com- 
mander should know the object of his reporting to General Butler, or 
even that he is to report to him until his arrival at City Point. 

U. S. GRAKT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

64 R R— VOL sxn, PT n 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 25^ 1864 — 5.30 p. m. 

Lieutenaiit-General Grant: 

I will send Kautz with his division — about equal to one of Gregg’s 
brigades. His command is a good one, and as he belongs to Butler’s 
army it would seem proper to send him. What time do you desire him 
to be at City Point, and is it necessary he should go to that place, as 
this is somewhat out of his wayf He might be directed to return to 
Prince George Court-House, and from thence sent over to General 
Butler. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major ‘OeyieraL 


City Point, September 25^ 1864. 

General JMeade: 

Sending Kautz to Butler it will not be necessary he should make a 
scout around. He can be relieved by Gregg and allowed to fall back 
within our lines, where he is, and report to General Butler for orders. 
If he is relieved on Tuesday it will be early enough. 

U. S. GEAHT, 
Lieutenant’ General. 


City Point, September 25^ 1864—7 p. m. 

Major-General Meade: 

1 have learned from a source independent of the provost-marshal’s 
information that the enemy are preparing to evacuate Petersburg. In 
all probability it will be impossfble to discover any such move in time 
to beueht by it, but I ad\use you that you may keep a lookout. 

IT. S. GEAHT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 25^ 1864 — 8.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I will keep a sharp lookout through pickets and signal officers for 
any movements indicating what you state in your dispatch. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 25, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General Our men met one of our agents last night, who left Eich- 
mond yesterday afternoon at 3 o’clock. In the early part of the after- 
noon the second fight of Early was known of in Eichmond, and was 
talked of in and about the Spotswood House. It was understood that 
Early had been badly whipped. Two regiments of infantry had been 
sent from Petersburg, and one of the city battalions from Eichmond to 
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Lynchburg, which comprises all of the movements of troops that our 
agent could ascertain had taken place. Eight guns have been sent to 
Chaffin’s farm to be put in position, and there were signs all day long 
of great uneasiness in the city; so when the firing yesterday morning 
was distinctly heard in Eichmond, one of the city battalions was im- 
mediately ordered out and sent down to Chaffin’s farm. Hampton’s 
cavalry still remains on Eew Market Hill, but our agent said it was 
not expected to continue there. He gave no reason for the statement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGB H. SHAEPB, 

Colonel^ &c» 

File of Eichmond papers of yesterday forwarded herewith. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshad-Generad, 

September 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : Two deserters from the Fourteenth Tennessee Eegiment, 
Archer’s brigade, Heth's division, have just been forwarded. They 
came into the lines of the Second Cavalry Division this a. m. They 
state that two brigades of Heth’s division are on the extreme right of 
the enemy’s line, Archer’s and Kirkland’s; the other two brigades of 
the division lie between Mahon e’s division and Beauregard; ai‘e ex- 
tending their lines vStill farther to the right, and in the direction of the 
South Side Eailroad. Butler’s division of cavalry connects with the 
infantry on the right. Young’s brigade adjoining Archer’s brigade. Are 
not aware of any re-enforcements arriving, or any troops sent away. 
Deserters from the Mississippi and Alabama brigades, of Mahoiie’s 
division, forwarded this a. m. They locate Mahone’s di\dsion as for- 
merly reported; have no knowledge of any other part of the line. Four 
of W. H. F. Lee’s scouts were captured near Sycamore Church last 
night; found taking within our fines. They freely confess that they 
came in for information, and have been in sundry times before. They 
are regularly detailed scouts, and are attached to General Lee’s head- 
quarters, belonging to the Mnth Virginia Cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JHO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Siunal Department, 

Sejpteniber 25^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: The lookout at the plank road station reports at 8.30 
a. m.: 

All quiet. No working parties visible, and no change in the camps of the enemy- 
seen from this station. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 
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Walthall Signal Station, 

S^tember 25, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Major Fishbe, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet tliis a. m. An excellent view can be obtained tbis morning. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Hoad Station, 

Seffiember 25, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

No indications of movements or change within any part of enemy’s 
lines visible from station. Working parties are busy on works left of 
large fort and in vicinity of lead- works; also a party is working on the 
flat in rear of Gregory’s Chimneys, and is in range of our batteries. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Plank Eoad Station, 

Seffiember 25, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

All quiet and no visi})le change in enemy’s camps or lines. Four 
hundred and flfty infantry have just passed the left from vicinity of 
lead- works; probably pickets. 

H. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 25, 1864 — 3 p. m. 


Major Fisher: 

The enemy’s infantry camps to our right of the city have disappeared. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 25, 1864. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Offiicer: 

The camps mentioned were those to our right and beyond the city, 
the ones spoken of on the station this morning. They were west of 
the city and distant about two miles. I think that about one brigade 
has moved. Don’t know which way they went, but think in the direc- 
tion of Eichmond depot, as I can see the road in the other direction. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 
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Walthall Sional Station, 

Se^temler 25, 1864 — 6 ]p, m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief ISignal Officer: 

All quiet siuce the move meutioned iu my dispatch. The following 
have been intercepted: 


Colonel B[nEN-T] : 

All quiet this a. m. Gun-hoat above pontoon. 
(Same to A. B.) 


9.30 A. M. 


S., 

Sergeant, at C. 


9.45 A. M. 

Colonel B[RE]srT] : 

Twelve w^agons passed Jordan^s house going toward City Point and ten on road 
rear of Battery 5 going toward the front in Prince George. 


(Same to A. B.) 

10.30 A. M. 

Colonel B[iient] : 

One regiment of cavalry passed open space to our left of CobVs going toward 
Bermuda Hundred. One regiment of cavalry drilling in open space. Nine wagons 
passed open space going toward Bermuda Hundred. 

J. A. S., 

At C, 

(Same to A. B.) 


11.30 A. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

One regiment of infantry came into open space rear of Battery 5, halted awhile, 
and now have commenced drilling. Eleven wagons passed rear of Battery 5 going 
to the front. 


(Same to A. B.) 


J.Q.E., 

At D. 


2,30 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

One regiment of cavalry passed Point of Rocks going toward Bermuda Hundred. 
Ten wagons passed open space going toward our front in Chesterfield. About thirty 
head of cattle grazing on Gilliam's farm. 

S. 

Sei'geant, at C, 

(Same to A. B.) 


H. W. HOLMANT, 

Sergeant. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

S^tember .25, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : A camp of the enemy heretofore visible about a mile and 
a half west of Petersburg disappeared about noon to-day. A column 
of about 1,000 infantry came into the city at or a little after sundown 
and moved toward their intrenchments east of the city. They came 
from the direction of the lead- works or vicinity. The camps behind 
Cemetery Hill have visibly decreased within the past two days. Late 
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in the evening about 450 infantry, probably pickets, passed to the left 
ftom the vicinity of the lead-works. No visible change in enemy^s 
camps along the lines south of the city. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Circular.] Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Se])ieml)er ^5, 1861 — 12 m, 

1. Major-General Parke will at once relieve the troops of the Second 
Corps garrisoning Fort Alexander Hays and the rifle-pits between Fort 
j^exander Hays and Fort Davis. He will send one division of his 
corps, either the First or Second Division, to the vicinity of the Avery 
house to be held in reserve for the line between the plank road and the 
Appomattox. His Third Division wDl be used in the rifle-pits between 
Fort Davis and Fort Howard, and, if necessary, part of the remaining 
division of the corps vill be placed in them also. The remainder, 
besides garrisoning Fort Alexander Hays and Fort Howard will beheld 
in reserve in rear for the line between the plank road and the Weldon 
railroad. The pickets of the Ninth Corps in advance of the rear line 
of intrenchments will be withdrawn upon the establishment of cavalry 
pickets covering the same line. General Parke will withdraw all his 
troops trom the rear line and all in the intrenchments west of Port 
Howard upon being relieved in the latter and at Fort Davison by Gen- 
eral Warren. 

2. Major-General Warren will send a garrison to Fort Davison and 
look out for the rear line in that vicinity. He will also relieve the Ninth 
Corps in the rifle-pits from his right to Fort Howard. 

3. Major-General Hancock will dispose of his troops relieved by Gen- 
eral Parke in the manner deemed by him best. In any emergency 
requiring support he will call on the commander of the division of the 
Ninth Corps in reserve near the Avery house. 

4. General Gregg will extend his picket-line fr"om Gary’s Church to 
the westward and connect with the left of General Warren’s pickets 
south of Gurley house. He will inform General Parke as soon as this 
is done. 

5. Corps commanders will see that the intrenchments of the rear line 
opposite the front line held by them are kept in good order and are 
completed, using the troops in reserve for that purpose. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

(To corps commanders and General Gregg, commanding cavalry.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Se^ptemher 25, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

The First and Second Divisions of my corps relieved the Tenth Coi^s 
last night. The Tenth Corps artillery was also relieved. A special 
report will be made on the subject as soon as I receive the reports of 
division commanders. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Hbadquaetees Army op the Potokac, 

S^tmiber 25, 1864. (Sent 11,40 a. m.) 

Major-G-eneral Hancock, 

Ocmmanding Second Corps: . 

Have you eliauged your headquarters; if so, where are they now 
established? 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Ueneral and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

My headquarters are at the Deserted House, 

WIHF’D S. HAHCOOK, 

Major-General. 

(Copy to General Williams,) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Sex)t&mber 25, 1864 — 12.30 p. m. 

Majior-General Hancock: 

The signal officer on the plank road reports that at 10.30 a. m. a 
body of infantry, estimated at 3,000, came out of the woods near the 
advance works on the Weldon I’ailroad, and moved westwai’d on the 
road running in that direction. 

A. A. HUMPHEETS, 

Major-General. 

(Same to General Warren.) 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 25, 1864 — 8.30 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 


Information received at these headquarters renders it necessary that 
the greatest vigilance should be observed by the pickets in close contact 
with the enemy, and that any indications of movement on their part 
should be promptly reported to these headquarters. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

I desire, if possible, that the regiment of mine on guard at Cedar Level 
be reheved. I have not men enough to relieve General Biruey’s line 
properly under any circumstances, but I should have all the men pos- 
sible. 

WIlilF’D 8. HAHCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 25^ 1864. 

IMajor-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Army Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you will receive 
orders during the day by which the length of the line you have to 
defend will be diminished, and thus render unnecessary the relief of 
the regiment as applied for in your telegram of this date just received. 

S. F. BAE8TOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 1861. 

The following modifications of the order of yesterday, with reference 
to the occupation of the line of intrenchments, will be carried into effect 
to-night: 

On being relieved from the line from Fort Davis to and including 
Fort Alexander Hays, General Mott, commanding Third Division, will 
relieve the left of the Second Division from the S’orfolk railroad (Bat- 
tery 18) to Fort Morton. Colonel Smyth, commanding Second Division, 
will relieve the left of the First Division from Battery 13 to Fort Sted- 
man, garrisoning Forts Morton and Haskell with as many troops as 
they will profitably hold, and placing about 50 men in each of Batteries 
11, 12, 13, and 14. For the present the front line of rifle-pits will be 
held as now. It is expected, however, that more of the troops mil be 
shortly called into the new line between Forts Stedman and Haskell. 
Brigadier-General Miles, commanding First Division, will occupy Fort 
Stedman (of which Batteiy 10 will be considered a part) and Fort McGil- 
very, with as many men as they will profitably hold, and will place about 
100 men in the lunette, partially inclosed, known as Battery No. 9, on 
the City Point railroad. The rifle-pits connecting need not be manned 
by a frill line of battle — one man to the yard is considered ample. Tiie 
reserves of the three divisions will be placed at such points opposite 
these lines as divisionoommanders may select, provided they are within 
easy supporting distance. It should be understood that the safety of 
the line depends upon the vigilance of the pickets and upon holding the 
inclosed works. The armaments, garrisons, and commanders of these 
works are to be permanent, and will be changed only under directions 
from headquarters of the army. As soon as the commanders are 
selected and garrisons designated lists of the same will be sent to these 
headquarters. The greatest vigilance must be exacted of those troops 
on the line; with the exception of the garrisons to the redoubts, they 
may be relieved at discretion of division commanders. , 

The light artillery of the line will be arranged to-night, under the 
dhection of the chief of artillery, as follows: 

Port Davis, eight guns; Fort Sedgwick, eight guns; Battery 21, 
four guns; Fort Eice, six guns: Battery 19, two guns; Battery 18, one 
gun; Fort Morton, four guns; Battery 14, four guns; Battery 13, four 
guns; Fort Haskell, six guns; Battery 11, two guns; Port Stedman, 
six guns; Battery 10, two guns; Battery 9, four guns; Fort McGilvery, 
six guns; Battery No. 6, two guns. 
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The field guns not be changed or withdrawn, except under orders 
through or from these headquarters, and the chief of artillery will 
communicate this order to battery commanders. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generah 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brig-ade, Second Ar^ot Corps, 

September ^5, 1804. 

Capt. J. N. Craig, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Hdgrs.^ Army of the Potomacj 
Captain : I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines 
in my front observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. In 
compliance with orders, all the available batteries of this brigade were 
placed in position during last night, relieving batteries of the Tenth 
Corps as follows: Ames’ (G), First New York, relieved Dow’s in Fort 
Morton ; Sleeper’s, Tenth Massachusetts, relieved Follett’s in Battery 
14; Edgell’s, First New Hampshire, relieved Sawyer in Battery 13; 
Beck’s (C and I), Fifth United States, relieved Langdon’s in Fort Has- 
kell; Eicketts’ (F), First Pennsylvania, relieved Clinton’s in Batteries 
10 and 11; Brown’s (B), First Ehode Island, relieved Warren’s in Fort 
Stedman; McKiiight’s, Twelfth New York, relieved Eiggs’ in Batteries 
6 and 8; Eoder’s (K), Fourth United States, relieved Lee’s in Fort Mc- 
Gilvery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Captain., Commanding, 


Headquarters Second Ar:m[y Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Captain Edgell, 

Commanding Artillery Brigade: 

Captain: The major general commanding the corps directs me to 
inform you that Woerner’s battery has been removed from Fort Alex- 
ander Hays and that it had better be put in No. 6. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Capt. Christian Woerner, 

Commanding Third Weio Jersey Battery: 

Captain: The captain commanding directs me to inform you that if 
you have been removed fr’om Fort Hays he desires you to at once move 
your battery to the Avery house, halt it, and report in person at these 
headquarters. The orderly will guide you to both places. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

XJ. D. EDDT, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Capt. H. H. Bingham, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Army Corps: 
Captain : I liave tlie honor to report that Forts McGilvery and 
Stedinan are not completed, and request that an engineer officer may 
he detailed to superintend their completion. 

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

HELSOH A. MILES, 

Brigadier- General of Volimteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. Miles, 

Commanding First Birision, Second Army Corps : 

General: The major-general commanding directs that you will at 
dark or night-fall relieve the pickets and vedettes of the Tenth Corps 
now in your front. Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, commanding First Brigade, First Division, has been 
ordered to report as corps officer of the day September 25. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Captain and Acting Assistayit Adjutant-General. 
(Same to Col. T. A. Smyth, Second Division.) 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864. 

Col- J. C. Lynch, 

Gommaiiding First Brigade: 

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that at dark 
or night-fall you will relieve aU the pickets and vedettes of the Tenth 
Corps in front of your brigade. He also dfrects that you send out 
pickets at night in those places where the Tenth Corps were accus- 
tomed to do the same, namely, such places as cannot be picketed during 
the day, but are sent out at night to return in the morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

(Same to Colonels McGee and Glenny.) 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Col. J. 0. Lynch, 

Commanding First Brigade: 

Colonel. The brigadier-general commanding directs you to be cer- 
tain that the line to your right and rear is well watched and picketed. 
Very respect^y, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864, 

Lieut. Col. William Glenny, 

Commanding Fourth Brigade : 

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to say that 
your brigade will be relieved to-night by part of the Second Division of 
this corps, and that upon being so relieved you will move your command 
to the rear of the First Brigade. You will relieve the pickets of the 
Tenth Corps as directed in communication of this p. m. The pickets 
thus posted by you will be relieved by the Second Division after it has 
taken your present position, and you are requested to inform the 
officer relieving you of their position and number. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

S^temher 25, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. James E. McGee, 

Commanding Consolidated Brigade: 

Colonel: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
vsay that your brigade will be relieved in its present position by the 
Fourth Brigade of this division. He directs that upon being relieved 
you will move to the rear of the First Brigade. A staff officer from 
these headquarters will show the position. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. E. DEIVEE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps, 

'^ 0 , 69. > September 25, 1864, 

The undersigned resumes command of the division. 

JOHE GIBBOFT, 

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division, 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Drv., 2d ARiyiY Corps, 

Ko. 132. ) Septeriber 25, 1864, 

#####** 

2. Brig. Gen. T. W. Egan, TJ. S. Volunteers, having reported in 
accordance with Special Orders, Ho. 244, headquarters Second Army 
Corps, is hereby assigned to the command of the First Brigade. 

Bv order of Maior-General Gibbon, commanding division: 

^ A. HENEY EMBLEE, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864, 

Bvt. Maj. Gen. G. Mott, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General : The commanding general directs that when the troops ol 
General Parkers command relieve your line, as specified in the inclosed 
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circular* from headquarters Army of the Potomac, you will mass or 
dispose of your troops in the woods in rear of General Miles’ old head- 
quai‘ters until you receive orders as to their final disposition. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ [H. H. BINGHAM,] 

Caj^tain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Sejgtemher 25^ 1864. 


Brigadier-General Piercb, 

Commanding Brigade: 

General : The brevet major-general commanding directs that when 
the troops of General Parke relieve your line, as specified in the 
inclosed circular* from headquarters Army of the Potomac, you will 
mass or dispose of your troops in the woods in the rear of General 
Miles’ old headquarters until you receive orders as to their final dis- 
position. Lieutenant Lockwood, aide-de-camp, wiU designate the place 
for your brigade. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. LOCKWOOD, 

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

Sejptemher 25, 1864. 

Col. Eobert McAllister, 

Commanding Third Brigade: 

Colonel: The major-general commanding the division directs that, 
as soon as relieved by the Ninth Corps, you will move your command 
to the left of the Second Division, to relieve Colonel Smyth’s line from 
the Norfolk railroad to Fort Morton, connecting with General De Tro- 
briand at the Norfolk railroad. You will report to these headquarters 
when relieved and when your movement is completed. It is not deemed 
necessary to put your command in line of battle, but place it in single 
rank a little apart. The order to furnish a detail of 400 men to-morrow 
morning from your command is revoked, as General Pierce will furnish 
the same. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. P. FINKELMEIEE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Sejgtemher 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 


I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in 
my front yesterday or during the night. The One hundred and ninety- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Sickel, reported last night, 


^See p. 1014. 
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and is assigned to General Griffin. One liundred and twenty-seven 
recrnits arrived yesterday — eigbty-one for Twentietli Maine and forty- 
six for the Thirty-second Massachusetts. 

G. K. WAEREN, 

Major-General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

"No. 239. > September ^5, 1864. 

I. Brigadier-General Baxter will send a regiment about 200 strong 
to garrison Fort Davison, at the Gurley house. 

II. Brigadier-General Ayres will extend his division along the breast- 
works to the right as far as he can, relieving the troops of the Mnth 
Corps. 

III. Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, will put a battery in Bat- 
tery NTo. 20, between Fort Wadsworth and Fort Howard. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 25j 1864. 

Brigadier-General Ayres, 

Commanding Second Division: 

General: The major-general commanding has directed General 
Crawford to occupy the breast- works to your right. You wiQ, there- 
fore, not be required to move your troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move 
at a moment’s notice. 

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres : 

C. E. LA MOTTE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters NTinth Army Corps, 

September 25y 1864. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjtvtant- General: 

NTothing unusual occurred on any portion of my line during the past 
twenty-four hours, 

JKO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquaktees 2Tinth Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Humiphreys: 

Circular of this date received at 2,30 p. m.* The troops are now mov- 
ing to take up the position indicated. The Jones house being more 
central than my present position 1 propose moving my headquarters 
there to-morrow morning, unless 1 hear from you to the contrary. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-6ene)^al. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that the Second Division, General Potter, 
is now posted in the wood near Korfolk railroad, with right resting near 
the railroad. General Potter’s headquarters are near the Avery house. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major • General. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

Sepember 25^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that the Third Division now occupy the 
line of infantry parapet from Fort Howard to Fort Davis and have 
relieved the picket- line of the Second Corps. The line in front of Fort 
Howard to Fort Alexander Hays will be relieved at 7 a. m. on the 26th. 

JKO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Kinth Army Corps, 

Sej^tember 25y 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major-General Warren: 

I ordered Ferrero to move his brigade at the Gurley House over to 
the front line, and I see it is now on its way. Kot hearing from you 
about the garrison, I fear he may have moved without waiting for it. 
The brigade commanders may have been notified by the commandant 
of the garrison. 

JHO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 25, 1864 — 6.40 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Conimayiding Mnth Corps: 

I have the honor to state in reply to your telegram of 6 p. m., that 
the Kinety-fourth New York Yolunteers, Major McMahon, is now at 
Fort Davison. This regiment is assigned as the garrison of the fort. 
General Warren being absent, I send this. 

RespjBctfully, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


See p. 1014, 
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Headquarters Second Ditision, Cavalry Corps, 

September 25^ 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General : I have the honor to report the following dispositions to 
complete the cavalry picket-line from Davenport Chnrch to James 
Eisrer: One regiment (300 men) of the Second Division is posted near 
McCann’s, on the Norfolk railroad, picketing from Davenport Church 
to the Two Bridges ] on the Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House 
road, one regiment of General Kautz’s is posted at Sinai Church, 
connecting with the Second Division at Two Bridges; one regiment 
at Green’s, covering the road leading from Piince George Court-House 
to Sycamore Church, with one regiment on the telegraph road near 
Merchant Hope Church. The line from the James Eiver across the 
Weldon raifroad to General Warren’s left is thus completed. Of the 
Second Division four regiments are on picket and six regiments and 
one battalion and one company ready for instant duty. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier- General, Comma nding. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 25, 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Brigadier-General Greg-o, 

Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac: 

The commanding general directs that you extend your cavalry pickets 
westward from Gary’s Church, so as to cover the line picketed by the 
Ninth Corps and connect with the left of Warren’s picket-line south of 
the Gurley house. As soon as this is done inform General Parke, so 
that he may withdraw Ins pickets. 

A. A. HTJMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies, 

Commanding First Brigade, Second Division: 

General; The general commanding directs that you at once estab- 
lish a picket-hue, connecting with the left of General Warren’s line, 
south of Gurley house, and connecting with the right of the line of the 
Second Brigade at a point to be indicated by Major Taylor. This point 
is Richardson’s house. The roads in front of the infantry will be cov- 
ered. Five hundred men should establish the line to be maintained by 
your brigade. Report the establishment of your hne as soon as it is 
made to these headquarters. Pickets will be maintained west of the 
Weldon railroad on the roads in front of the infantry as now posted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqus. Second Brig., Second Dry.. Oavalev Coeps, 

September 35, 1861. 


Oapt. H. 0. Weie, 

Assistmt Adjutcmt-Oeneral, Second Division, Cavalry Corps: 


Major McCabe, commanding pickets, sends tbe folloiying: 


At 2 a. m. there Tvas an attack made on the pickets on the Lee’s Mill road by a dis- 
mounted party numbering twelve men, who came from the rear. I had two men 
wounded and lost one horse. Since then all has been (luiot. 


At daylight I sent a party of the First Maine Cavalry along the line 
of the Thirteenth Pennsylvania, with directions to make a thorough 
search for the paity above mentioned. Have not yet heard from it. 

I am, captain, very respectfully, yoim obedient servant, 

C. H. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Headqtjaetees Second Cavaley Division, 

September 35, 1864. 

Col. 0. H. Smith, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division: 

Colonel: The general commanding directs that you re-establish 
your picket-line, as it was two weeks ago, between the plank road and a 
point which will be designated by Major Taylor, as that at which con- 
nection will be made with the left of the line of the First Brigade. If 
the line Jfrom General Kautz’s right to the point at which you will con- 
nect with the First Brigade can be established with 800 men do not 
employ more. Keport to these headquarters the establishment of your 
new line. 

Very respectftiUy, yoim obedient servant, 

II. C. WEIE, 
Assistant A dj ntant- Oeneral. 



Headquaeteer Aem:y op the James, 

September 35, 1864 — 11 a. m. 

Surgeon-General Babnes, 

Washington, D. C. : 

The Atlantic and Baltic steamers, being sea-going steamers, are 
needed for the public service between now and the 10th of October, 
which service is approved by the lientenant-general. I am unwilling 
to take the boats without consulting your department. Please have 
them temporarily tuimed over to my quartermaster. 

BEhTJ. F. BUTLEE. 


Geneeal Oedees, ) Hdqes. Depaetmbnt op Va. and K 0., 

Ho. 112. j In the Field, September 35, 1864. 

MaJ. George S. Dodge, having been assigned by the War Department 
for duty as cliief quartermaster of the Army of the James, with the rank 
of colonel, is hereby announced as such. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

E. S. DAVIS, 

Major cmd Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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City Point, /Sej)tember 25j 1864. 

Lieutenant Davenport, 

General Butler^s Staff: 

Agent left Eicluiiond yesterday at 3 ]). in. Early’s second ftglit was 
known in Riclnnond about noon, and was si)oken of at the Hpotswood 
House as a defeat. Two regiments of infantry from Pet(n‘sburg and one 
of the city battalions were sent yest(n‘day to Lynchburg. Eight more 
guns were also sent down to be ])ut in i)osition at Chadin’s farm, 
and when the heavy tiring of the salute hev<‘ yesterday morning was 
heard in Eichmond, another ol‘ the city battalions was formed and sent 
down to Ohadin’s farm. Hampton’s cavalry still reported on Kew 
IMarket Hill. Please telegraph me if you hear of any changes on your 
front, and whetlnu* you have anything conlirming the reports received 
by me about Hampton’s cavalry within the last two or three days. 

shaepe; 

Colonel, 


nD<,)US. Dept, of Vtr(unia and N'ortii Oarolina, 

Office of the Oiiief Sional Officer, 

September ^5, 1864, 

Lieut. Ool. (SEoRcaii A. Kensel, 

Avtbuj Chief of Staff': 

OoLoNEL: Th<‘ vsignal offleer at James Eiver tower reports situation 
nnchang(‘d from yest(M*day. Work is continued day and night on the 
r(J)el earth-works. Oiu^ of oiir gun-boats near Jones’ Landing shelled 
a clump of woods in rear of Aiken’s, but no caiis(^ couhl be discovered 
irom th(^ low(U‘. Tlui odicer at Spring Hill reports all quiet along the 
euen)y’s lines to day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. OLrrM, 

Captain and Chi<f Signal Officer, 


t^PEdAL Orders, ) Hdc^rs. Dept, of Va. and N. G., 

V Army of the ^Iames, 

No. 1304. ) In the Fields Pu., September 25, 1864, 

H. # * # * * # 

IV. Ib'ig. (}en. G. E. Khcidoy, commanding District of Eastern Vir- 
ginia, will direct <’ompa.ny M, Thirteenth New York Artillery, to report 
without <l(‘lay to IlrigadhT-CJeneral (Jraham, (*omnianding Naval Bri- 
gade, near Point of E<)<*ks, Va. 

V. MaJ. F. H. Hasshn-, Thirteenth New York Artillery, will report to 
BrigadieVdScneral Graham, commanding Naval Brigade, to perform the 
duties of inspector-general and engineer ollicer. 

# # # # ^ * 

IX. OololU'l I*()tter, coinnuuxliu}? Provisional IJrigade, will <«inso the 
Two hundredth and Two hundred and lilth Pennsylvania liej?iniients to 
1)(‘ prt'pared, with ton days’ rations (oik* day’s at least of which should 
be cooked), to march early to-morrow morniufj, andiojmrt to the otlieer 
in comma n<l of the troops uciu- Old Court-House, part of Ceueral 
05 B B— yoL XLII, PI u 
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Heckman’s division. They will take with them their transportation 
and other quartermaster’s supplies. The senior officer of the two regi- 
ments will be put in command. 

1^ * * # -IJS * # 


By command of Major-General Butler: 

K. S. BAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General 


Dutch Gap, Va., September 25 ^ 1864, 

Col. Henry L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy eommencc^d 
firing this morning, dropping shells, mostly on this side of the canal, 
opi)osite the mortar batteries. The moment oim guns opened, their 
fire was attracted to the immediate vicinity of our guns. But few 
shots have fallen directly into the canal to-day. The rebels began 
sharpshooting this a. in. at a point lar below the excavation, but weie 
soon silenced with canister and shell. This afternoon, I understand, 
they killed one man and wounded another at the north end of’the ditch. 
Shall shell the bank to-morrow, using the patent shell, and try to bring 
them to terms. Forgot to report that the enemy opened with an 8-inch 
mortar yesterday, having previously used nothing but Coehorns. Am 
told they have placed another 8-inch in x)osition this i). m. During iny 
absence Maijor Ludlow fired two shots from the mortars, of which we 
have yet received no account; have waited anxiously. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. IL P1KB(T^], 

Captain^ First Gonncctkiit Artillery, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

NTo. 136. ) Be/ore Petersburg,^ Tto, September 25^ 1861, 

1. The battalion of the Forty-fifth CJ, S. Colored Troo])s now ludong- 
ing to this corps is assigned to the First Brigade, Third Division, and 
will report at once to Brig. Gen. William Birney, commanding. 

# * * * » * Vf 

8, The chief of artillery will mass his batteries ar some point con- 
venient to the depot and out of sight of the enemy. He will use (wery 
exertion to thoroughly equip the batteries for the coming campaign. 
Every attention will be paid to battery drill and instruction of the men 
and officers. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Ass ista nt Adjutant- Q enera I, 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 34. ) Before Petersburg, Va,, September 25, 186 f. 

The Thirty- seventh New Jersey Volunteers, on the 26th instant, will 
leave for Trenton, N. J., reporting to the superintendent of rc(*ruiting 
service of that State, to be mustered out of service at the expiration 
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of its enlistment. The major-general (‘oinmanding cannot part with 
this regiment of 100-days’ men without expressing his gratification and 
satisfaction with their conduct. They have endured fatigue, encoun- 
tered the rebel foe like good soldiers, and have gained the esteem of 
the veterans of this corps. He is confident that when they return to 
New Jersey, a State that has furnished such soldiers as Kearny, jVIott, 
Torbert, they will continue to sustain the veterans they have left at the 
front, doing what IShornian advised, ‘‘fighting this out like men.” The 
major-general commanding will be pleased to assist the commanding 
officer of this regiment in reorganizing it to aid in the finale of the 
rebellion in conjunction with this corps. The quartermaster’s depart- 
ment will lurnisli transportation. 

By command of Maj. Gen, B. B. Biriiey: 

El). W. 8M1TH, 
uissktant Adjutant- (jfenend. 


Special Orders, ^ Headqxtarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. — . S Field, Deep Bottom, Va., September 25, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. R, H. Poster, commanding Second Division, Tenth Army 
0<)r])s, will leave the Two hundred and third T^ennsylvania Volunteers 
in the fortifications at Deej) Bottom, and will dire(*t the commanding 
oificer of that v(‘giment to leport at once to I>rig. Gen. 0. J. Paine, 
commanding Third Division, Eight(‘(mth Army Corps, for instructions. 

By (‘ommand of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOIU), 

Captain, uUdo-dc-(Jamp and Acting Ansktant Adjutant-OeneraL 


IlEADCiUARTERS PllOnTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

IScptember 25, ISGL 

Captain C/LItm, 

Chief /Siffnal Officer: 

ljieut(Miant Amsden reports the situation uiudianged from yesterday. 
Woi'k is continued day and night on the rebel earth-works. One of 
our gun-boats near Jones’ Landing sln^llcd a clump of woods in rear of 
-iikeii’s, but no cause could be discovered from the tower. 

S. B. PABTEIDGE, 
Lieutenant, ISignal Corpa, U. Army. 


JlEAIXi DARTERS THIRD DIVISION, EIOHTEENTII CoRPS, 

ISeptcmber 25, 1S6L 

Maj. K. S. Davis, 

Annistant Adjutant-General, Dept, of Ya. and N. G.: 

MAJOR: I have tlie honor to report the enemy are reported by a 
desert(Ttobe throwing up breast-works along their picket-line near 
and Ixwond tlie Aiken house. Tlie deserter supposed them intended to 
l)e made strong for a main line, not for a picket-line. The ground is en- 
tirely out of sight from any ])oint within these lines. The Mackinaw has 
becii throwing shells from a point just above the first bend of the river 
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HEABQUAKTEUfc AEMY OE THE POTOMAC, 

September 20^ 1861 — 10.16 p. m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, 

City Point : 

Tlie battalion of the First New York Volunteer Engineers came with 
the Tenth Corps and 1 presumed went with it when relieved. I find, 
however, upon iiupiiiy that two comiianies remained with Cai)tain Gil- 
lespie; by whose authority detained I don’t know. I have ordered 
them to be at once sent to General Butler. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-Gene7'aL 


IIeadquartebs Army op the Potomac, 

Oppice op the Provost-Marshal-Genebal, 

September 26, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: A deserter from the Fifth Alabama Battalion, provost 
guard of A. P. Hill’s corps, came into the lines of Major-General War- 
ren, west side of the Weldon railroad, early this a. m. He left his 
battalion last evening about half a mile above the Canal Basin, near 
the canal. This is the camp where conscripts are received for A. P. 
Hill’s corps. Informant states that conscripts are arriving in small 
numbers; some days as many as fifteen or twenty and many days none 
at all. Those sent to the other corps are not received at this place; 
no signs of a move when informant left; no re-enforcements received 
of late. Couscrii)t deserter from the Forty-eighth Georgia Eegiment, 
Wright’s brigade, came into the lines of the Ninth Army Corps this 
morning; has been with the aiuny only a week; can give no informa- 
tion other than that no movenieuts arc going on in his division, 
Mahone’s. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Plank Boar Station, 
September 26, 186 f — before Hunrhe. 

Major Fisher: 

The enemy’s line and camps in our immediate front apiaxrently un- 
changed, although dimly seen on acicount of fog. The roads on tlu^ 
left not yet visible. 

II. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Friend’s House, Septe^nber 26, 1861 — 11. 16 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A large camp southwest of Cemetery Hill disappeared last night or 
this morning. About 250 infantry just passed throiigli tlu*. city moving 
to our left. 

JOED AN, 

Sergeant. 
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ITdqes. Army op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Seiyiemher 26^ 1864, 

Major-General Humphreys, 

OJurf of Staf: 

General: Tlie lookout at the plank road station reports: 

No indications of movements or change within any part of the 6nemy\s lines visi- 
hlc from this ])oint. Working parties are hnsy on works left of large fort west of 
the AVeldou railroad, also in the vicinity of lead-works. A party is working on 
the j)lain in rear of Gregory’s Chiimieys. This party is within range of our batteries. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEK, 

Major and Chief /Signal Officer. 


Signal Station near Friend’s House, 

September 26, 1864 — 5.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Nothing unusual since last report except ap])earance of small camp 
northwest of us innir Petersburg and Itichmond pike. 

J ODD AN, 

‘ Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 26^ ISOi — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chi(f Signal Offieer: 

At 3 p. m. a cloud oi* dust was observed rising near the fort southwest 
of this town. On close examination it was thought that we could see 
gnus glisten and that a column of troops was moving in the direction 
of the city. If it was troops they were two hours passing one point. 
Owing to the smoky condition of the atniosphere it was impossible to 
as(*ertain positively, but it was the impression that it was infantry. 
The following has l)eeu intercepted : 

12 M. 

Ooloiud B[rknt1 : 

The (•ami)b io tho roar of open space liave decreased. Twenty-five wagons passed 
oi>on Bjiace going io the front in Ciiesterlield. One gun-hoat above iiontoou. 

* J. A. S., 

At C. 

(Same to A. Jk) 


5.30 p. M. 

Colonel B[rrnt]: 

One regimeni of infantry is drilling on Marias [Maurice] Gilliam’s farm. Two com- 
panies of cavalry jast passed open space going to our left. About sixty hortses 
passed ojicu siiace going to our left. Eight wagons ])ii8sed open space going to 
our loft of Cobb’s, One gun-boat above pontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 


(Same to A. B.) 


H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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Spj5riAL Orders, i ITEAD(jirARTERS Army op titr T’otomao, 

N'o. [ Heptcmber 30, 180 f. 

^ ^ i. X- + * * 

Brig*. Gen. T. W. Egan, Volunteer serviee, is assigned to duty 
with the Becoiul Army Corps, and will report to Major-General Han- 
cock, commanding that corps, for further instructions. 

* * X: » H- * # 

10, Lieut. Col. J. S. Smith, chief commissary Second Army Corps, 
will in addition to his present duties discharge the duties of chief com- 
missary of this army during the temporary absen(*e of Lieut. (\)1. T, 
Wilson. 

11. As the branch railroad from Cedar Level to the Weldon rail- 
road is now (‘ompleted and open for travel, it will be taken chai*ge of 
by tlie ])rovost-marshal-general of this army under the ruh^s and rc^gu- 
lations heretofore existing in like cases. ()or])s and other independent 
(‘ommanders are authorized to grant passes to ofllcers and enlisted men 
of their command to visit City I^oint or other places on the road on 
necevssary l)usin(\ss, or when in their judgment permission may prop- 
erly be grant(Ml, but no oflicer or enlisted man will be allowed t<) travcd 
on the road without siudi pass. The provost-marshal -general will see 
that all persons visiting City Point without due authority are arrested. 

» * % # * 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 

Asti i Stan t Adj uta at- (jen em L 


irEAD(^iTAUTEns Engineeu BuiaADK, 

Camp at City Point, Va., September ‘^6*, i(SV>7. 

Capl. E. P. Deaoon, 

Actiny Ahsistant Adjutant-General : 

The commanding general directs me to refer the inclosed <*ommuni- 
cations to you, which are to be returm^l, for a re])ort of the reasons 
U])on which you informed him, while on ti visit to your (*ami) on Satur- 
day afternoon, that “our <*avalry, for tlie last two or Ihret^ nights, had 
come in to within one mile and a half of our (the infantry’s) front 
on Bailey's Creek, because the rebels were too strong for tliem at the 
post of Sy(*am()re Church.” As General Benhum had deiuued it his duty 
to rei)ort this and seek the earliest information at General (hant’s 
headquarters, as nearest at hand, to enable him to act promptly if any 
emergency existed, the inclosed letters iu relation to the matter have 
been reeeived by him which it is neeevssary that lie should reply to 
promptly. 

Very res])eetfnlly, your ol>edient servant, 

CHANNIKG C.LAPP, 

A ssista nt A dj a la nt- (km era L 

[ First iiidoist m«ut j 

Hdqbs. Second Bnrci., Second Div., IStit Auhv Coups, 

In the Field J Vu., Heptember ^0*, /.sv;/, 
ltes])e(*tfully referred to (^aptaiii Hicks, One hundred and forty- 
eightli New York Volunteers, <*ommanding infantry outpost, from 
whom the information was dendved whitih i eommuni(iated to Brigadier- 
General Beuliam. 

E. P. DEACON, 

Captain and Aetiny Assistant AdJutant-GeueruL 



Oiup. LIV.J CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 1033 

[Second iiidoisenient.] 

Camp of 148th York Yolitnteers, 

Near City Point, Va,, Sej()tember 26, 1804* 

Respectfully returned. 

J lui\^e the honor to report that on the morning’ of the 23d instant, 
while on duty at the outpost of infantry jneket, 1 met a captain belong- 
ing to the First District of Columbia Cavalry. 1 asked him how far 
out were the cavalry pickets. He replied about one mile and a half. I 
remarked that T had understood they were out farther than that. He 
replied that they had been out about six miles, at Sycamore Church, 
but that tinding the enemy in too great force they had deemed it 
l>iudent to fall back and had done so. This 1 reported to Captain 
Dea(*on. Do not know the name of the captain who gave me the 
information. 

JMAKTIK S. HECKS, 

Ca]}iain Gomjyany 1, llSth Neiv Yorlz Volunteers, 


[Third nidoi sciiionl ] 

IIixiRS. Second Hrig-., Second Div., IStii Army Corps, 

In the Meld, Va,, 8ei)temhcr 20, ISOi, 
Shortly after receiving the aforesaid information from Ca]>tain Hicks, 
OiH^ hundred and forty-eighth New York Volunteers, Colonel Ripley 
Ixuiig absent at the time, I di^emed the information sufficiently impor- 
iant to a<‘(]uaint General Bonham of the facts in connection with it and 
who happened to be on the spot at the time. 

E. P. DEACON, 

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-Ueneral, 


[Fourth iiidoisciiHiit.] 

Headqitarters Engineer Brigade, 

City Point, September 27, 7864, 

l{es])ectfully returned to Major-General Humphreys, with releren<‘e 
to the indorsements on my letter to Captain Dea(*on, which seem to 
(iontain all tlie information to be obtained on the subject. 

H. W. BENHAM, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


[IiKlosimi 1 

Headquarters Second Bkk^ade, Kautz’s Division, "" 

Bcplember 25, 1864, 

Capl. M. J. As<^h, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: Everything has been particularly quiet on my line during the 
night. 1 sent out a reconnoiteriug party to ascertain the correctness 
of the report of pickets being driven in on my left,” and hud not the 
least foundation for such. 

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. P. SPEAR, 

Colonel* Commanding Second Brigade, Kautz's Division, 
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[First iiKlorscinent.] 

ITeabquarterj:^ Oavaley Dxyision, 

fSe^Heinher 4 ^ 5 , 1861 — 7 a. on, 

Eespectfully referred to Major*(Teneral Iluiiiplireys for Ins informa- 
tion. 

The infantry commander at Old Oonrt-House must have taken tlie 
statements of some of the First District of Columbia Cavalry without 
communicating with the oflicers in charge of that portion of the line. 

AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General, 

[Socoud indorsement.] 

IlEADQrAKTEES ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Se^teonber 26^ 1861. 

Eespectfully returned. 

The statement made thrpugh General Benham was not that the 
X)ickets had been driven in, but that they had come in, saying the enemy 
was too strong for them — that is, they had deserted their posts. The 
commanding general invites your attention to this point, into whi(ih a 
strict investigation should be made. 

A. A. irUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

Hepteonber 25^ 186i. 

Respectfully referred to Colonel Spear for investigation and report. 

By command of Brigadier-General Kautz: 

M. J. ASCII, 

Oapiahi and Acting Asalniani Adjutant- General. 

[ Foil ri h i ndorsement .] 

Headquarters Sr(M)nd Briuade, Kautz’s Division, 

September 26^ 1864. 

Eespectfully returned with report as ordered. 

S. P. SPEAE, 

Colonel^ Comonanding Brigade* 

[Snh inclosnro.] 

Hdqrs. Second Brig-ade, Katttz’s Cavalry Division, 

^ fn the Field, He^deonber 25, 186i. 

Capt. M. d. Asoh, 

Actiyig Anmimt Ad jutaoit- General: 

Sir : 1 have the honor to return the inclosed communication with the 
following report, viz: At 9.30 p. m. last evening I received a dis^iatch 
“by command of General Kautz” and signed by you, stating that “ our 
pickets had fallen back upon the infantry supports from Old Court- 
House,’^ &c. Upon the receipt of this, 1 immediately sent for my 
brigade officer of the day, and directed him “to pro(*eed in person at 
once and ascertain facts and report” the same to me. I also ordered 
an officer and fifty men “ to reconnoiter my left” and to re])ort at the 
earliest possible moment “ the state of that portion of my line.” Fear- 
ing there should be some mistake, 1 ordered my own horse saddled and 
in person visited my line. I found not the least foundation for such 
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report. I found tlie pickets posted exactly where they were ordered, 
and I found not one had fallen hack upon the infantry supports. I 
found everything particularly quiet. JMy brigade officer of the day 
returned and reported : 

All is right, sir ; evory sentinel is where I was direeteU to post him hy yonr orders ; 
none have fallen hack, nor has there been the least eause for such report. 

The offi(*er in command of the reeonnaisvsance of fifty men also 
returned and reported : 

X have obeyed your orders,* T have heen to your extreme left and all is very quiet; 
no pickets have fallen Ijack or have had cause for the least alarm. 

My orders to my officers on that i)ortion of the line intrusted to my 
charge are such avS to lurniwsh me with the first indications of any 
irregularity or the approach of the enemy at once,” and upon the recep- 
tion of such report to furnish fa<*ts as soon as they can be ascertained 
to my commanding general. This course 1 have always pursued to the 
entire satisfaction of all my superiors. 

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient wservant, 

SAMUEL P. SPEAK, 

Colonel Eleventh, Pennsylvania Cavalry, Commandinci Brigade, 

[First iiuloiseraent.J 

IlEADytlAKTEKS UAVALBY DIVISION, 

Heptem'ber 26, 1S64. 

Respectfully referred to Major-d-eneral Ifninplireys, chief of staff, 
Army of the J’otoinac, for ln.s information. 

AUGfTST V. KAUTZ, 

Br iga dkr- General. 


[Socond indorsoinent.] 

IIeadqxiakteus Army of the Potomac, 

Septi mher ^6, 18C>i, 

Kespoctfully referred to Brigadier-Uencral Benhain, who will investi- 
gate tlie matter as reported in his command and endeavor to ascertain 
the names of tlie ])arties belonging to the cavalry that came into his 
command and made the reports referred to. He will also report to 
what iiersons in his command the statements of the cavalrymen were 
made. 

A. A. riUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 


TTeabqitartees Army of the Potomac, 

tSejptemher 186L 

Brigadier-General Beniiam, 

Commanding Engineer Brigade, City Point: 

General: I have received your commiinicatiou of the 25th instant, 
in reply 1o mine of same date,’*' and aixi instructed to say that as the 
major-general commanding has received no ofiicial communication from 
the lieutenant-general commanding the armies in the field placing you 
immediately under his orders or withdrawing you from this army, that 
your communications to him mentioned in your letter were irregular. 


’'Neither found. 
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imiiecefiSiiry, and sliould not have been made. Tliat the ex]^eri- 
enee of this army sliows that the authority to use any part of a dis- 
mantled house or bundin^i>‘ tor the personal <*onvcnience of the troo])s is 
equivalent to authorizing* tlu‘ wholesale destru(*tion of every unoe(*iipied 
building, and such authority will not therefore be given, nor will the 
approx)riation to personal use of any furniture, whatever its condition, 
be allowed. 

A. A. TITTMPnitEYR, 
M((jo)‘-(}e)wral and Chief of Staff. 


TTEAlX^^FAETEnS ENaiNKEU BuiaABE, 

Pointy Va., Sepfemher /cSy;/. 

MaJ. den. A. A. TTxrMPHUEYS, 

Chief of Staff, j\rnip of the Pofomav : 

Stu : I have the honor 1o acknowledge your note of this date, in which 
you inform me that the commanding general considers that the eom- 
muni(*ations with Lieutenant (TCinmal (hunt, which 1 have reported in 
my lettei* of yesterday, “ were irregular, iinuecessairy, and should not 
have been made.” I beg you to assure the commanding generalthat 1 re- 
gret this extremely, and to assure him that nothing was farther from my 
intentions than to do anything irregular or improper, or that he would 
disapprove. And perhaps I was led into the mistake by the tact that 
in each of these two instances, occurring recently with (l-eneral Meade, 
he has alluded to’the direct orders that had been given me by d-encral 
Grant, and my, of (*oarse, dire(*t communication with him at times, but 
not in any terms at all of disapproval, as I understood him, especially 
as T mentioned to him the dire<*t orders sent me (as by Major Barstow 
of Juno IS, 12.30 ]). m.), to ^^r(q)ort your (my) ])resence at City Point to 
Lieutenant-General Grant,’’ which I did on my arrival, and as I sup- 
j)osed was General Meade’s intention that General Grant might be able 
to give me orders direct when ne(*essary. I even thought (luring the 
conversation of (*xp[Iaining this] to Gem^ral Mc^ade in hoi)es that I 
might not Im misunderstood in future on ac(*(mut of any su<*h diivct 
('Ommuni<*ati(>n, but his manner <lid not l(*ad me to thjnk this (*ould be 
ne<*essary. The report about the building, <S:c., I made to General Grant, 
supposing there might Ixi some geruu'al rules for all the armies here in 
siK'h matters, which 1 could learn more speedily there. 1 would mention 
other cases here in which I have had this (lir(x*t (*ommuni(ai(ion, \vhi<‘h 
1 still will trust that Geu(U‘al Meade will api)rov(% as they were to im^ 
indispensable to saf(*ty liere in my present <luti<‘s. 

Upon my tinding 1 ('ould not obtain any mounted men to x)ick(d. in 
advau(*e of my infantry over Bail(^y^s Greek, for whi(*h you will rectollect 
1 applied to you, and when Colonel Gates notified m(‘ that by General 
PatrhJc’s order he must withdraw his mounted men from that x)Osition, 
he suggested an appli<'ati()n to Gen(u*al Grant (as he said he had soim*- 
times asked) for some of the Fifth Eegular GavaJry. I accordingly 
made the apidication. I deemed mounted men in my front to bo indis- 
pensable. General Grant’s reidy, as reported to int^ was that I did not 
need them, as Kautz’s cavalry was w(ill in front (as 1 undersl.ood the 
message, some live miles), and near Syea.more Ghnreh, of whicJ) 1 
informed Colonel Itipley, tlu^ eoimmnulant of the brigach^ I had at 
Bailey^s Creek. Again, on Saturday evening, when (hJonel Piph^y’s 
acting assistant adjutant-general reported to me on my visit to his 
camp that our cavalry in front had come back to within a mile and a 
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lialf of our lines for the last two or three nights, bet'ause the rebels were 
too strong for them near the post of Sycamore Church,’^ I felt it a duty 
at once to communicate the information to General Grant as nearest, 
and ask lor such information as he could give me on this sirbject, as 
much more speedily attainable for an emergency than it could be from 
your head(]uartors; and, Avith the exception of my calling upon General 
Grant in relation to the new intrenched lines here (as I was speiiially 
directed to do by General Meade), I can think of no other communi- 
cation of the kind, except an inquiry, when some hundreds of surijlus 
recruits had arrived for the Fiftieth Eegiment, that I made of him as to 
Avhether there was any power short oi Washington or the Governor of 
New York that could transfer these sur})lus men, as they desired to be, 
to the Fifteenth New Y"ork Engineeis, and his reply Avas that it would 
require the tinal action, as he thought, of the Governor of the State of 
Ncav York, but that he Avould give such an order personally. It may 
be proper to mention to you that a letter, in Avhich certain ])romotions 
of ollicers of this brigade AA"(U‘e recommended to the Governor of the 
State of NeAV Y^nk, was addressed dire(‘t to General Meade, as I pre- 
sumed he Avould deem most proper, as an extra official commimication, 
and not of the kind re<]iiired by tlie regulations to l)e addressed to 
yourself or to General Williams. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IL W. BENIIAM; 

BrUjadier-Gcneral^ CommanilUig. 

September 27, 18C4— 9.30 a. m. 

P. 8. — Your letter Avith inelosuro in relation to the falling back of 
our cavalry has been reternMl to Captain Deacon, acting assistant 
.M’.'-i 'a'o .‘-s.il of Colonel Ripley, AA'ith direidions to state the grounds 
for soch report to im^, but it has not yet been returned to me. 


Headquarters Second Army Gorps, 

September 1864. 

General S. Williams: 

My line was (dianged last night as indicated in the order, a copy of 
which AA^as furnished by General Humphreys last niglit. No other 
changes have oc(*urred. General Gibbon assumed command of his 
(liA'ision yesterday. I Avill ])robal)Iy iiirnish a list of the garrisons and 
comniaiiders for the inclosed AA^urks to-day. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
St nit nii/ij' 186 J — 11 a, 


Major-General Hancock: : 

Th(i commanding general desires that you Avill report by telegraph, 
as soon as practicable, Avhat dismounted cavalry is serving Avith your 
(‘ommand, the strength present for duty in each organization of such 
troo])s, and hoAv each organization is armed and equip] )ed, the object 
of tile impiiry being to ascertain what number of horses and what 
(Mpiipmcnts will bo required to mount the dismounted cavalry. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.) 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
/September .26*, 1864. (Eeceived Ili.lO p. in.) 
Brigadier-General Williams: 

There is no dismounted cavalry in this command. 

WIHF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major- OetieraL 


Headquarters Ninth Corps, 
/September .26*, 186 1 — 6 p. m. (Eeceived 7 p. in.) 

Slajor-General Hancuiok, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

I find that the picket-lino which General Mott desires me to relieve 
covers the front of Fort Davis and probably extends to the right 
front of it, and, besides, there is apiiarcntly no (*onn(»ction on tlu^ 
right of this line with that in front of Fort yedgwick ; or in other words, 
J am to relieve all on this side of ihe plank road. It may be that the 
location of the line is did'erent from what <*an bo oliserved from the 
front of Fort Davis. I have directed, however, General MotFs line to 
be relieved this p. in., but as the relief is to betaken from the Thir<l 
Division (colored troops) 1 thought it best to let you know, so that 
your i)eoi)le in Fort Davis and on the right may bi‘ on the lookout, ibr, 
as these troops are all new, I (*annot say how long they will hold on 
should the enemy advance with a yell. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- Oener aL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

/September .26*, 1861. 

General Parke: 

I particularly directed General Mott to-day to continue picketing a 
considerable distance to the left of the plank road, and understood tliat 
the arrangement was that he should keep at least lifty posts on the h^lt 
of the plank road. I will at once direct him not to relieve his line to 
the plank road, but to cover considerably to the hdt of Fori Davis. 

WINFD 8. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Seoond Army Corps, 

September ^6^ L86d. 

General Parke: 

1 have referred your telegram to (xeneral Blott, and the following is 
his answer: 


I would not feel safe iinloss my own picket-lim^ covered the works I oceupy, as the 
r<»sponsibility would not bo felt properly, I think, by troops picketing another front 
than llicir o^mi. 

1 prefer the picket-line now established by General Mott. 

WINFD 8. IlANtHXlK, 

Major-Qemnral. 
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 1864 — 10,80 p, m, 

Major-General Hancock; 

Your dispatch with accompanying one from General Mott received 
all right. General Pierce’s brigade was relieved by Colonel Bussell’s 
brigade, of Ferrero’s division, and occupied the rifle-pit on left of Fort 
Davis, relieving, of course, the incket in front of Pierce’s brigade. 
To day Lieutenant-Colonel IVIcGee, corps officer of the day, and an aide 
of General Mott’s came to sec me in reference to relieving the pickets 
on the right of those formerly held by General Pierce. Thinking there 
might be some mistake or misunderstanding, T sent out my corps officer 
of the day. On his report I based my dispatch of 6 x). m. Eventually 
the mistake is with General Mott’s aide. It is, however, now all right. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. G. PARKE, 

Major-General, 


Special OrdepvS, ^ Hdqrs. Second Army Corps, 

> Deserted House ^ before Petm'shurg^ Ho, 

No. 244. ) September ^6, 1864, 

1. Brig. Gen. T. W. Egan, IT. S. Volunteers, having reported in 
accordance with Special (irders, No. 251), headcpiarters Army of the 
Potomac, So])tcmber 2d, ISiil, is hereby oulered to rei)ort to Major- 
General (4ibbon, commanding Second Division, Second Cori)s, for 
assignment. 

^ * -Hf * * 

By order of Major-CJeneral Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Major^ Judge- Ad vacate and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 26^ 1864, 

Caiflain Edoell, 

Acting Chief of Artillery^ Second Corps: 

Captain: Major-General Hancock directs me to say that he deems 
it necessary for the security of his line, and to prevent any confusion, 
that all orders aflecting the jiosition of the field guns shoidd come 
through him. He directs, therefore, that you give an order to each 
battery (field) commander now on the line under his command to change 
]>osition or withdraw from the line only when directed to do so hy 
orders irom these headquarters. 

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MORGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 

(Co])y furnished Brigadier-General Hunt, chief of artillery, Army of 
the Potomac.) 
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Udqrs. Artillery BrioadEj Second Army Oorx>s, 

Sepember 26^ 1861. 

Oapt. John NT. Oraig, 

As.Ht Adjt GeiL, Artillery Hdqrs.^ Army of the Fotomac: 

<Jai»tain: I have the honor to report no changes in the euelny^s 
lines ohserved or reported during tlie past twenty- four hours. In eoin- 
pliance witli orders the following changes in the position of the light 
batteries wore made last night: Burton’s battery was withdrawn from 
the works on the right of the plauk road and posted as follows: Two 
]>icces in Fort McGilvery and two in Battery 0; one piece of Parsons’ 
batiery withdrawn from Fort Meikel and posted in Battery 18; White’s 
battery withdrawn from Battery 16 and i)osted, two pieces in Fort 
Haskell and two in Battery 11; two pieces of Eicketts’ battery from 
flattery 11 to Fort Stedinan; two pieces of McKnight’s battery from 
Battery 8 to Battery 1); one piece of Eoder’s battery from Battery 8 to 
Fort M(*Gilvery. 

Very respectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

F. M. EDGELL, 

Gapain, Commanding. 


Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps, 

tSepember 2o\ 1861. 

Capt. H. H. Bingham, 

Aeiing Assistmit Adjntant^General^ l8econd Army Corps: 
(Aptain: I have the honor to report the garrisons and commanding 
otticers of the forts assigned to this division, as follows: Fort McGil 
v(Ty, 300 men, Maj. (T(‘orge W. H(*ott, Sixty-first N(‘v York VolunbTn's; 
Fort Stedman, 300 men, Oapt. rl. F. Weaver, One hundred and forty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. The river is i)iclv(‘ted from fhe right 
of the line of works by liOO men, toward flu^ right. I have this morn- 
ing moved tlie In^adcpiarteis of fins division to the »lordan house. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NTEUSON A. MILE8, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

Beptembef 20^ 1861. 

Oajd. II. II. Bingham, 

Acting Assisi ant Adjutant-General^ Meeond Army Corps: 
Captain: I have the lionor to request that the Ninth (’orps nOieve 
my pickets to the Jerusalem ])lank road, it being a good dividing line, 
and I now have no troo])s to the left of said road with fhe cx(*cplion of 
the regular garrisons in Fort Davis and the part of Forf, Sedgwick 
whicli extends across the road, ami are not snl)Je(*f to jiielodi <letail. 

1 am, captain, very respeet fully, your obe<licnf servant, 

C. MOTT, 

Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. 
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps, 

iSepteniber 26^ 1864. 

Oapt. H. H. Binouam:, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General^ ticcond Army Corps: 

Captain: I have the honor to report that the following change has 
been made in the lines of this division: 

The line from the Strong house to I'ort Davis was relieved by the 
NTinth Corps. Colonel McAllister, commanding Third Brigade, relieved 
Colonel Smyth’s line from the Norfolk railroad to Fort Morton, connect- 
ing with General De Trobriand on the Norfolk raikoad. The troops 
of the Second Brigade have been massed in the woods rear of the former 
headquarters of General Miles. The garrisons and commands of the 
forts have not been changed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient s(‘rvant, 

G. MOTT, 

llreret Major-General of Volunteers, 


Headqi^artkus Fifth Army Corps, 

September 26, 1864, 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, Assistant Adjntant-Cenaral : 

1 have the honor to report that all was (piiet in my front during yes- 
terday and last night. Fort Davison was garrisoned yesterday afrer- 
noon by the Ninety- fourth New York Volunteers, Major McMahon 
commanding, and the breast-works in front line oci'upied by troops 
from General Crawford’s division, relieving the Ninth Corps troops. 
Mink’s battery was ])laced in Battery No. 2ik A d(*serter, G. P. May- 
field, from Fifth Alabama [Battalion), was received last night and has 
been forwarded. This man has been in the se]‘vi(*e three years, and 
was one of the imovost guard at A. P. Hill’s head(|uarters, which place 
he left yesterday morning. 

G. K. WARKIiN, 

Major- General^ Command ing. 


Headquarters Pipi'n Army Corps, 
J8eptember ^6, 186L (Received I.IG p. m.) 
Brigadier-General Williams: 

The only regiment of dismounted cavalry in this command is the 
Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry, numbering present for duty 21 
officers, 032 enlisted [men) ; it is armed with muskets. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 26^ 1861, (Sent 1.46 p. m.) 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The signal officer near Jordan’s house reports that a large body of 
the enemy’s infantry was seen southwest from signal station, moving 
toward our left. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief oj Staff, 

(Same to General Parke.) 

66 R R— VOL XLII, PT n 
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Headquarters Firth Army Corps, 

Sepemicr 26^ 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

T liave sent ii]) a deserter from tlie Thirty-seventli North Carolina 
Volunteers. He reports no changes or movements of troops about 
Petersburg, lie says working parties are fixing places for batteries 
oil their lines. Lee, he heard, had gone up to see Early, and there was 
a talk of sending a rogiineut from each brigade of Hill’s corps up to 
him. Examiner of to-day mentions Jeff. Davis as being in Macon. 
Have you seen this paper? 

Kespectfully, 

G. K. WAEREN. 


Hbqrs. First Bnia., Third Div., Fipth Army Corps, 

September 26. 1864. 

Maj. E. C. Baird, 

Assistant ^Adjutant-General^ Third Division: 

Major: I have the honor to report the effective streug-th of my com- 
mand on the morning August 19, ultimo, as follows: Officers, CO; mus- 
kets, 700. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWD. 8. BEAGG, 

Brigadier- Gmieral. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 26^ 1864 — 9.10 a. m. 

Major-General Humphreys : 

I have the honor to report nothing unusual transpired along my 
lines during tlie past twenty-four hours. The Third Division occupy 
the rifle-pits from Fort Howard to Fort Davis. Tlie Second Division 
is in reserve back of tlui Avery house and the First Division in rear of 
line to the left of plank road. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major- Gener aL 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 26 ^ 1864. 

General 8 . Williams, 

Assista^it Adjutant- G eneral : 

In reply to your telegram of this date calling for a rciiort of the dis- 
mounted cavalry in this corps 1 have the honor to rejiort as follows: 
The Twenty- fourth New York, present for duty, 10 coinmissiom^d olll- 
cers, 334 enlisted men, armed with Star carbim^s, equi])pod as iniantry; 
Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry, ])resent for duty, C <‘ommissione(l ollicers, 357 
enlisted men, armed with 8i>ringliehl muskets, equipix^d as infantry; 
8econd New York Mounted Eifles, present for duty, 10 commissi<)ne<l 
officers, 239 enlisted men, armed with carbines, (*aliber .57, (xiuippcil as 
infantry. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

S^tember 26^ 1864, 

Brigadier-Oeneral Greco, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Fotomac : 

The iiiajor-general eommaiKliiig directs that General Kautz^s division 
be relieved from picketing to-morrow, and concentrate at Prince George 
Oourt-Houvse. He will receive directions as to the subsequent disposi- 
tion of his division from these head<|uarters. The force relieving Gen- 
eral Kautz will be so disposed as to watch and patrol the avenues of 
approach between the Blackwater and James. 

A. A. HUMPHBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 26^ 1861. 

Brig. Gen. £1. E. Davies, 

Commanding First Brigade^ Second Ditnsion: 

General: The general commanding directs that at an early hour 
to-morrow morning you move .\our brigade to the vicinity of Prince 
George Court-House and relieve General Kautz’s division, ihcketing in 
that vicinity. You will so dis])ose of ;y our regiments as to cover alfthe 
main approaches bctweim the NTorfolk railroad and James Eivei‘. One 
regiment should be posted at Zion (Tiurcli and another north of it, to 
cover the road leading to ISycaraorc Church and also the telegraidi 
road. The right of your line wdll connect with the left of the Second 
Brigade on the Norfolk railroad. Any movements of importance on 
the i)art of the enemy you will report at once to headquartei^s Army of 
the Potomac, also regular daily reports will be forwarded to these 
headquarters. The cliief (piartermaster and connnissary of the divis- 
ion will arrange for procuring your sui)plies. The greatest vigilance 
will be required on the part of the forces on picket to guard against 
surprise from the guerrilla i)arties that infest the section of country to 
be picketed by your brigade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WEIE, 
Assistayit Adjutant- General. 


HEADQXTARTERt^ SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPIS, 

September 26^ 1864. 

Col. Charles H. Smith, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Second Bivisionj Cavalry: 
Colonel: The general commanding directs that at an early hour 
to-moirow morning you establish the following line of pickets, viz: 
From the Norfolk railroad on the Lee’s Mill road to its intersection with 
the road leading to McCann’s, near the plank road; from this road 
across the plank road by (Jary’s Church to the left of the picket line of 
the Fifth Army Corps; in addition, a force of seventy men will be 
placed on the Weldon railroad near the Wyatt road, covering that and 
other roads in front of the infantry line; also thirty men near the 
Flowers house, covering the Vaughan road toward Poplar Grove 
Church. All of the main approaches will be so covered that any 
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advance of tlie enemy will be discovered. A strong reserve will be 
placed on the plank road. Please send in a field return of your 
strength. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. 0. WEIE, 
Assistant Adjatant-OencraL 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

8€2)tem1)er ^6 y 1864 — 6‘.^5 jp. m. 

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 

Secretari/ of War^ Washingionj D, G.: 

Five companies of the riniy ilfih U. S. Colored Trooi^s have been 
forwarded and are assigned by me to the Tenth Corps j five more 
companies are in Wawshington. It is a pity that the regiment should 
not be together. Please order the five companies to join their regiment. 

F. BUTLER, 

3Iajor’ General, Commanding, 


Hdqrs. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

Office of the Chief Sig-nal Officer, 

September 26, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. Georoe A, Kensbl, Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports as follows: 

Two trains toward Richmond partly loaded with troops and one tow’ard Poters- 
hiu'g with tew passengers. All (puot along enemy's lines. 

The railroad cannot be seen from tower on James River. The officer 
on duty there reports situation unchanged from yesterday. The enemy 
still at work on earth works. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. R. CLTTM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps, 

September 26, 1864. 


Maj. R. S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Butler^s Headquarters: 

The offiicer in charge of the picket-line reports as follows: There has 
been unusual activity on the Richmond and Petersburg Railroad. 
Eleven trains have passed over the road to-day — ^nine have gone south 
empty and two north heavily loaded. 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-General^ Commanding Corps. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 26, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division: 

General: Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding, directs me to 
inform you tliat, in compliance with instructions received from head- 
quarters Army of the Potomac, at an early hour to-morrow morniug 
General Davies’ brigade, of this division, will proc^eed to Prince George 
Court-House to relieve your division. Upon being relieved you will 
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concentrate your division at Prince George Court-House, where you 
will receive directions from headquarters Army of the Potomac as to 
the subsequent disposition of your command. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant^ 

H. 0. WEIR, 

A ssisia7i t Adj'iitmit- Oeiiera h 


Headquarters Separate Brioade, 

Fort PoaahontaSj IV(., Septe^nher ISGl. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Patterson : 

1 desire that you will take200 men from the Second Few Hampshire and 
Sixteenth Kew York Heavy Artillery and twenty mounted men of the 
First U. S. Colored Cavalry, with two days^ rations and forty rounds 
of ammunition per man, and embark at 3 o’clock tojiiorrow morning on 
the gun-boat Mosswood and a barge, which she will take in tow. You 
will then proceed uj) the Chickahominy to Hog Neck and disembark on 
the left bank about ten miles above the mouth of the river. You will 
then push into the country some four or five miles and sweep down to 
Barrett’s Ferry, near the mouth of the Chickahominy, gathering such 
horses, mules, cattle, and sheep as may be useful to the army, and 
taking along with you such colored men and their fiunilies as desire to 
come within our lines. If you find any considerable amount of corn you 
may seize that also if you can find means to transport it to your boats. 
You are req^uired particularly to examine the countiy, and especially 
along the river for torpedoes, which it is believed are concealed there, 
and to make diligent inquiry of all the people whom you may chance 
to meet in relation to a party of soldiers who, on the lO'th instant, came 
from Richmond with torpedoes, as it is believed. Ycfu wiU not allow 
officers or men to enter the dwellingvS of the people for the purpose of 
disturbing the occupants, and you will take no other property but 
animals and grain which will be useful in subsisting the army and 
affording it transportation. The Mosswood, after you have disem- 
bai'ked, will drop down the river to Barrett’s Ferry, where you will 
re-embark your command when you deem that nothing useful can be 
accomplished by prolonging your stay. At furthest, you will not remain 
absent more than two days. 

GILMAN MARSTOK, 

Brigadier- General. 


City Point, Va., Sqpie^nher 27, 1864. 
Hon, B. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, WasMngtoii, J). 0.. 

The exercise of the right of suffrage by the officers and soldiers of 
armies in the field is a novel thing. It has, I believe, generally been 
considered dangerous to constitutional liberty and subversive of 
military discipline. But our circumstances are novel and exceptional. 
A very large iiroportion of legal voters of the ITnited States are 
now either under arms in the field, or in hospitals, or otherwise en- 
gaged in the military service of the United States. Most* of these 
men are not regular soldiers in the strict sense of that term; still 
less are they mercenaries who give their services to the Govern- 
ment simply for its pay, having little understanding of political 
questions or feeling little or no interest in them. On the contrary, they 
are American citizens, having vstill their homes and social and political 
ties binding them to the States and districts from which they come, 
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ami to wliieli tliey expect to return. They have left their homes tem- 
porarily to sustain the cause of their country in the hour of its trial. 
Ill performing this sacred duty they should not be deprived of a most 
precious privilege. They have as much right to demand that their 
votes shall be counted in the choice of their rulers as those citizens 
who remain at home. Nay, more, for they have sacrificed more for 
their country. I state these reasons in full, for the unusual thing of 
allowing armies in the field to vote, that 1 may urge on the other hand 
that nothing more than the fullest exercise of this right should be 
allowed, for anything not absolutely necessary to this exercise cannot 
but be dangerous to the liberties of the (*ountry. The officers and soldiers 
have every means oi understanding the questions before the country. 
The newspapers ar(‘ freely circulated, and so, I believe, are the docu- 
ments iirepared by lioth parties to set forth the merits and claims of 
their <*aiuli(lat(‘s. Ueyond this nothing whatever should be allowed. 
No politi(*al meetings, no harangues from soldiers or citizens, and no 
canvassing of camps or regiments for votes. 1 see not why a single in- 
dividual not belonging to the armies should be admitted into their 
lines to deliver tickets. In my opinion the ti(‘kets should he furnished 
by the <*hief provost-marshal of eacli army, by them to the provost- 
marshal (or some other ai)i)<)inted officer) ol* each brigade or regiment, 
who shall on the day of election deliver tickets iiTes])ective of party to 
whoever may call for them. If, however, it shall be deemed expedient 
to admit citizens to deliver tickets, then it should be most positively 
prohibited that such citizens should electioneer, harangue, or canvass 
the regiments in any way. Their business should be, and only be, to 
distribute on a certain fixed day tickets to whoever may call for them. 
Ill the case of those States whose vsoldiers vote by proxy, proper State 
authority could be given to offl<*ers belongingto regiments so voting to 
receive and forward votes. As it is intended that all soldiers entitled 
to vote shall exercise that privilege according to tlieir own convi<itions 
of right, unmolested and unrestricted, there will be no objection to 
each party sending to armies, easy of ac(*ess, a number of rcspe(*<table 
gentlemen to see that these views iire fully carried out. To the army 
at Atlanta, and those armies on the sea-coast from New Herne to New 
Orleans, not to exceed three (‘itizems of each party should be admitted. 

TJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Genera L 


City Vo\m\ Va., f^eDiemher 27, i.%7. 

Major-General Meade: 

I have directed General Halleck to order forward at. ouc(' to the 
Army of the Potomac tlu^ six Michigan regiments mentioned by you 
yesterday, and the recruits to be sent after them as fast as colle(*ted. 

U. IS. GEANT, 

hi euten ant-Gen eraL 


, irEAD(2XTARTEKS AUMIEK OP THE UNITED STATES, 

City Point, Va,, September 27, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade, Gommandlmj Army of the J?otomac : 

General: On the morning of the 29th instant a movement Avill 
take place int(mde(l to surprise and caiituro the works of the em^my 
north of the James Eiver and between Malvern Hill and Eichmond. 
The troops engaged in this will he taken exclusively from the Tenth 
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and Eigliteenth Army Corps. Although these troops will be instructed 
to push directly for itichmond, if successful in breaking through the 
outer line of rebel works, it is hardly expected that so much can be 
accomplished, but as against the force now kept north of the James 
Elver by the enemy General Butler can force his way to Eichmond, 
and will do it unless they largely rc'-enforce from Petersburg. As a 
co-operative movement with this you will please have the Army of the 
Potomac underarms at 4 a. m. on the 29th ready to move in any dhection. 
They should have three or four days’ rations in haversacks and sixty 
rounds of ammunition on the j^erson, including that in the cartridge- 
boxes. It was my intention to give specific instructions for a concen- 
tration of all the force you could spare on your left, and for a demon- 
stration as if to extend our lines in that direction, but, on reflection, I will 
leave the details to you, stating merely that I want every effort used to 
convince the enemy that the South Side road and Petersburg are the 
objects of our efforts. Should the enemy draw off such a force from 
the defenses of Petersburg as to justify you in moving either for the 
South Side road or Petersburg, I want you to do it without waiting for 
instructions, and in your own way. One thing, however, I would say: 
If the road is reached it, or a ])osition commanding it, should be held 
at all hazards. If it becomes necessary to maintain the position against 
an attack, draw off* from our present defenses what force you deem 
necessary, always keeping the garrisons detailed for the inclosed works 
on the line intact, however. All trains should be harnessed, hitched, 
and I’eady to move at a moment’s notice. The accumulation of supplies 
at depots along the railroad should also be stopped, and as far as 
l)racticable that uoav on hand in depot should be got in wagons. At 
the beginning of this move I shall be on the north side of the river. 
Up to 8 a. m., however, dispatches may be directed to me at City 
Point,* after that hour, until otherwise directed, at Deep Bottom. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GEANTT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Ya., 8&ptemler 27^ 1864 — 9.30 jp. m. 
Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade : 

If troops can be moved to-morrow, so as to give the appearance of 
massing on our left, it would serve to deceive the enemy. I think also 
it will be advisable to send scouts some distance to the southeast to 
discover if the enemy are moving cavalry around toward the James. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of tue Potomac, 

September 27^ 1864 — 10.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Do you refer to movements within or without our lines'? I can send 
two divisions of the Ninth Corps to-morrow beyond our left and beyond 
where Warren was the other day. If attacked they can be supported 
by two of Warren’s divisions. This is what I proposed to do, under 
your instructions, the next day; but it will, no doubt, have much more 
effect to-morrow than the next day, though it will also be more likely 
to bring on an engagement. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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City Point, Ya., ^ epU^mber 27 ^ 1 (% 4 . 

Major-General Meade: 

What 1 meant was to move troopy within our lines j not openly, 
but so that the enemy would likely g*et glimpses of them and thitik 
there was a concentration on our left. The Tenth Corps, moving to Ber- 
muda Hundred to-night, will be missed from its position in the morn- 
ing, and if the enemy can be deceived into thinking they have gone 
round to the left it will aid us. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lie It te n n nt-Qen era L 


Wasiiinoton, D. C., September 27, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. Georoe G. Meade: 

I am directed to respectfully request that you will have all new vol- 
unteer regiments that have joined your army and all that may join 
hereafter inspected, so as to ascertain the strength of each upon 
arrival. Where desertions have occurred en route the loss should be 
investigated so as to ascertain the parties, if any, to whom the neglect 
in reference thereto may attacdi. The new regiments on leaving State 
have an average strength of 950. 

TJIOS. M. VINCENT, 

Asti ista nt A <lj itfan t - Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Office of the Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 27^ 186 1, 

Major-General IUtmpiireys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Deserter from Forty-eighth North Carolina, Cooke’s bri- 
gade, Heth’s division, came in last evening, opposite the Burnside 
mine, into the lines of General Mott’s division. He reports that two 
brigades of Jleth’s division arc in line in the trenches at this point, the 
other two brigades on the extreme right of the line; that Hoke’s divis- 
ion is about half a mile to the rear in reserve, and is all the reserve 
troops he knows of; has been lying there some six or eight days, ever 
since it came back from the right; Field’s division, that went to the 
right with Hoke’s some ten days ago, had not returned when informant 
left; that the army will l)c paid in a few days four months’ pay, and 
many men are ready to desert as soon as they can send their pay liome 
to their families; have sent Early no re-enforcements. Deserter from 
Thirty-seventh North Carolina, Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division, came 
in yesterday at 2 p. m. He brings no important information; was a 
rumor that one regiment ixoin each brigade of Hill’s corps would be 
sent to the assistance of Early, but it has not yet been done. The fol- 
lowing sketch shows the relative position of Lee’s army from latest 
information, including all the force south of the Appomattox.* Three 


See p. 104:9. 
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deserters from tlie Forty-sixtli Virginia, Wise’s brigade, of Johnson’s 
division, came in this a. m. Tbejr state that Hoke’s division -would 
relieve Johnson this a. m. ; that it is understood each di-vision relieves 
the other every ten days ; no movements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. BABCOCK. 


Headquabtees Aemy op the Potomac, 

Oppioe op the Provost-Maeshal-Geneeal, 

City Point, Fa., Seyt&inber 37, 1864. 

Mjgor-General Htjmpheeys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Genbeal: The Union men of Eichmond sent us -word last night, 
through our scouts, that the telegraph operator had left Staunton night 
before last — Sunday night. The dispatch also stated that the Yankees 
-were expected to occupy Staunton eai-ly yesterday morning; General 
Early -was retreating to Waj’-nesborough; General Lee was in Rich- 
mond on Saturday in consultation -with the War Department, and pon- 
toon bridges -were being put across the Appomattox. Pitz Lee had 
arrived in town -wounded, his command remaining with Early. The 
three regiments formerly reported as having been sent to Lynchburg 
axe all tlie troops that have been moved within the last week. Silver 
sold in Eichmond yesterday at 29 for 1, and gold at 30 for 1. Mr. 
Davis had not returned li-oni Hood’s ai-myup to yesterday morning at 
10 o’clock. The common rumors of the evacuation of Eichmond are 
gaining strength. The wounded of Early’s army are expected to arrive in 
Richmond, but none of them have yet arrived. The bridges at Chaffin’s, 
if taken up, have been replaced, as one of our agents saw South Caro- 
linians on Sunday belonging to Bratton’s brigade, of Field’s division, 
who had just crossed the bridge. Files of Eichmond papers are for- 
warded herewith. 

Very respectfully, 

GEORGE H. SHARPE, 

Colonel, the. 

(Same to General Butler.) 


Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac, 

Oppioe op the Peovost-Maeshal-Geneeal, 

Sejytember 37, 1864. 

Major-General Hhmpheeys, 

Chief of SUff: 

Geneeal: Seven deserters (one sergeant, two corporals, and four 
privates) from the Sixth Virginia, Mahone’s old brigade and division, 
came into our lines this a. m. They bring no new information. Theii 
regiment (Sixth Virginia) numbers less than 200 men for duty, and tin 
brigade is less than 1,000 strong. In the estimate of strength of Lee’s 
army forwarded a few days since, both Heth’s and Mahone’s divisions 
arc overestimated. There are not 5,000 men for duty at present in 
either division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JKO. C. BABCOCK. 
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Coionel Sharpe, 

City Point: 


September 27, 1SG4. 


Deserters to-day from Wise’s and Mahone’s old brigade. l!To changes 
in position of the enemy. Eumor that one regiment from each brigMe 
of A. P. Hill’s corps will be sent to Early. 

J. G. B[ABCOOK]. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September 27^ 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Ghief of Staff: 

General: The following dispatches received from the plank road 
station: 

6.30 A. M. 

All quiet and no indication of movements in cncmy^s lines. A small working party 
engaged in vicinity of lead-works. 


8 A. M. 

At 7.30 2,000 infantry appeared coming from the woods northwest of the large 
foit west of the Weldon railroad and moved toward our left on line of the railroad. 
A few of them carried stretchers. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 
Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September 27j 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General ; The following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded : 

9 A. M. 

Fifteen hundred infantry have just passed to our left on line of Weldon railroad 
•coining from ihe woods northwest of large fort west of Weldon railroad. Enemy 
working in vicinity of said fort and to the extreme loft, visible from this point. 

f(This would be about half a mile west of the railroad and about a 
mile or more from the lead- works.) 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Ghief Signal Ojfcer. 


September 27, 1864—9 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

A party of enemy are working on fortifications to my left over woods. 
Otherwise afU] q[uiet]. 

I. S. LYON, 

Lientenant and Signal Officer. 
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Walthall Sional Station, 

September 27, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this a. ni. Can find nothing to confirm my report of last 
evening. 

H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


Near Friend’s House, September 27, 1861 — 5.20 p. m. 
Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Offiieer : 

No unusual movements to-day. The enemy still have small fatigue 
parties on their works to left of cemetery and on new line. 

JORDAN. 


Plank Road Signal Station, 

September 27, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

In addition to working parties reported this a. m. there is a small 
party at work northwest from station, but so covered by works as to be 
secured from the efl'ects of our artillery.' A considerable force is also 
at work in rear of main line of works extending from the largo fort on 
Weldon railroad about 300 yards to the left. This last force is inde- 
pendent of those at work on main line, and is apparently working on a 
new line. All quiet. 

II. W. FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

Septetnber 27, 1864 — 6 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The following has been intercepted : 


0.30 A. M. 

Colonel B|>ent]: 

The artillery in camp near Battery 5 have ixist moved off in the direction of Cohb^s. 

J. Q. ECTIIEKEDGK], 

At J), 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B[rent]: 

One regiment of cavalry (Irilling in open space. 
One steamer off Point of Rocks. 


(Same to A. B.) 


0.45 A. M. 

Two gun-boats above i)ontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At a. 


Colonel B[nENT]: 

The artillery has returned and is now drilling. 


10 A. M. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At D. 


(Same to A. B.) 
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11 A. M. 

Colonel B[REin?] : 

The enemy have put one gun in position in front of open space. One regiment of 
infantry drilling in front of hospital tents. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At D , 

(Same to A. B.) 

12 M. 

Colonel B[iient] : 

One regiment of infantry came from front to the left of Cobh’s and passed open 
space going to the front in Prince (George. One regiment came from same place 
going toward City Point, and one going east side of Jordan’s house. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At 2). 

(Same to A. B.) 

2.30 P. M. 

Colonel B[rent] : 

A train of cars just passed on City Point Eailroad loaded with troops going toward 
City Point. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At D. 

(Same to A. B.) 

5.30 p. M. 

Colonel B[rent]: 

All q^uiet this p. m. Ten six-horse wagons with several squads of cavalry just 
passed open space going to the front in Prince George. One gun-boat above pontoon. 

J. Q. E[THEREDGE], 

At D. 

(Same to A. B.) 

The enemy have jtist put one guu in position in the works to our 
right of Fort Olitton. It is a field piece. 

H. W. HOLMAST, 

Sergemt. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

No. 260. ) Sejptember 27, 1864. 

#**##** 

4. The following-mentioned regiments of dismounted cavalry, now 
serving as infantry, will report, with as little delay as practicable, to 
Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, commanding Second Cavalry Division, who 
will cause the necessary requisition to be promptly made on the proper 
departments for the horses and equipments required to mount the 
regiments, viz: Second New York Mounted Eifles, Ninth Army Corps; 
Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Thirteenth 
Ohio Cavalry Ninth Army Corps; Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
Fifth Army Oori)S. 

##♦**♦# 

8. The execution of paragraph 4 of Special Orders, No. 260, of this 
date, requiring that the following-mentioned regiii.ents of dismounted 
cavalry report to Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, commanding Second Cav- 
alry Division, for the purpose of being mounted, is suspended for the 
present: Second New York Mounted Eifles, Ninth Army Corps; 
Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Thirteenth 
Ohio Cavalry Ninth Army Corps; Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavahy, 
Fifth Army Corps. 

# # * * ♦ 

Bv command of Major-G-eneral Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistmt Adjutant-General, 
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IIEADQUAE.TERS SECOND ARMY OORPS, 

Sejptember 27^ 1861 — 7A5 a. m. 

Lieutenant-Ooloiiel MoRaAN, 

Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The signal station at Fort Davis, on Jerusalem plank 
road, reports that at 7.30 this a. m. 2,000 infantry appeared coming iioin 
woods northwest of large fort, and moved to our left on line of Weldon 
railroad. A few of them carried stretchers. 

EespectfuUy, your obedient servant,. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Sejptember 27 j 1864. (Eeceived 10.20 a. m.) 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjtitant- General: 

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since 
last report, except that the Ninth Coips have relieved a pai*t of the ex- 
treme left of my picket-line. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

No. 30. > Sejptember 27^ 1861, 

Division commanders will impress upon the commanders of inclosed 
works the necessity of holding these works under every contingency; 
no matter what may occur in the connecting lines the forts are to be 
held. Properly defended they are capable of resisting the heaviest 
assaults the enemy can make, and any commander who vacates or 
yields one of them without ox'ders from headquarters of the army, com- 
municated through these headquarters, will be held to a strict account- 
ability. In case of attack on the line the troops near the point of 
attack, after having resisted to the extent of their power, will form to 
protect the batteries between the forts. If driven from there they will 
be formed as reserves behind the works prepared to follow the enemy 
after they are broken by the fire of the works. 

Two hundred rounds of small-arm ammunition, exclusive of that on 
the persons of the men, will be kept in the magazines of the forts. The 
chief of artillery will provide a suitable amount of artillery amrauiiitioii 
for the field guns, especially of canister, and spherical case for each of 
the inclosed works. 

Where the magazines are not now in suitable condition ibr the re(*ep- 
tion of ammunition the fact will be at once communicated to these 
headquarters. Where the defect cannot be easily remedied by the 
garrison an engineer officer will be sent to take charge of the work. 

Ammunition must be examined and exposed to the air daily when 
the weather admits. 

No changes affecting the field of fire for the artillery, the cai)acity of 
the works to hold troops, or, generally, the oflensive or defensive power 
of the forts be made without previous reference to these headquar- 
ters. This prohibition is not intended, of course, to prevent command- 
ers from giving the necessary instructions where immediate action is 
necessary. 
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As a general rule, tlie senior artillery officer in each fort will be 
responsible for the proper use of artillery in case of action, and the 
power of the post commander, over artillery, due his rank, is not 
expected to be exercised, except in cases of unusual emergency, the 
artillery officer being generally the better judge in his own arm of the 
service and having special instructions to guide him. 

The i)aiticiilar province of the infantry garrison is to defend the fort 
until the artillery can have its full effect in breaking the enemy’s lines. 

The general instiuctions for the aitillery on the lines aie to answer 
all fire tinm the enemy and to open on all bodies of troops or working 
parties within range. 

Signal stations in communication with these headquarters are estab- 
lished at the Friend house and the Avery house. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[September 27, 1864. — ^For circular from headquarters Second Army 
Oori)s, lelating to the police of intrenchments, &c., see p. 634.] 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
Se])teml)er 27^ 1864. (Received 10 a. m.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front yesterday 
and duiing the night. A deserter from Thirty- seventh North Carolina 
came in yesterday afternoon and was forwarded. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major- General^ Com maud big. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 27^ 1864 — 9.50 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 

The signal officer on the plank road reports that at 7.30 a. m. 2,000 
infantry came from woods northwest of large fort on the Weldon 
railroad and moved to our left on the line of the railroad. A few carried 
stretchers. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 27^ 1864 — 10.15 a. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps : 

The signal officer on plank road reports at 9 a, m. a body of 1,500 
infantry moving out of woods northwest of tort west of Weldon railroad, 
and moving to our left on the railroad. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General cmd Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

Se^temher 27^ 186 i. 

Major-General Warren: 

The signal officer rei)orts a force of the enemy, about two regiments, 
north-uortliwest from the Aiken house, struck camp this a. in.; marched 
out of camp, and have again returned, standing in company streets 
under arms. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Army Corps, 

Hcfitemher 27^ 186 i. 

General Warren, 

Commanding : 

General: I saw Parke this afternoon. He tells me that eight or 
ten deserters from the Sixth Virginia came into his lines to-day, who 
report that great depression exists among the men of the rebel army; 
that it was well known that Early had been twice defeated in the Val- 
ley, and that a rumor prevailed to-day that our caA'alry was in Gordons- 
ville. Do you wish me to occupy the entire line from Fort Howard to 
the right ot* Ayres ? If so, I have no reserve. 1 understood that Ayres 
was to move to the right yesterday. The (‘amps vacated by the Ninth 
Corps were so filthy that 1 have ordered my regiments to new gimuid 
in rear. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CKAWFOED, 

^ Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps, 

JSeptemher 27 j 1861. 

General Warren, 

Commanding : 

General: I called to-day to avsk whether you desir(‘d that 1 should 
occuxiy the whole line from Fort Howard to Ayres’ left. I beg that you 
will direct differently, as now I have no reserve w]iat<‘V(‘r, 

Very respectfrilly, your obedient servant, 

a. W. CPAWFOED, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army (^orps, 
8^fember 27^ 180 f — ,9 a. m. (Received 10.30 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. 8. Williams, 

A SHistant Adjuiant- (hneral : 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual oc(‘urred on my line 
(luring the la st twenty-four hours. Six rebel deserters (‘ame through th(‘ 
lines of the Third Division since last report. Om^ was semt to lu^ad- 
qnarters yesterday morning, the rest will be forwarded this morning. 

rlNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-GeneraU 
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, 

tiepember 27^ 186i — 11.30 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac : 

General ; I have the honor to report all quiet on the line picketed 
)y the cavalry. This morning General Davies^ brigade, of this division, 
noved to Prince George Coiirt-IIouse to relieve General Kaiitz, and 
istablish a line covering all the approaches between the James Eiver 
ind the NTorfolk railroad, at which place connection will be made with 
;lie Second Brigade of the division. The line occupied by this divis- 
on is so long that at many points a forcible attack of the enemy could 
lot be seriously resisted, but the dispositions are such that with vigi- 
ance timely notice will be had of the approach of the enemy on any of 
the roads. General Davies will have two regiments and a fraction of 
i third in reserve at Prince Geoige. The Second Brigade will have 
hiee regiments and a fraction of a fourth in reserve on the plank road. 
Chore will be a battery with the reserve of each brigade. 

1 am, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GEBGG, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 27^ 1861 — 10.30 p. m, 

irigadior-General Greog-, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac : 

(Through Ninth Corps Headquarters.) 

The major-general (‘ommauding directs that you send a strong scouting 
)arty early to-morrow morning from the reserve at Prince (Treorge Court- 
louse in a southeasterly direction, to ascertain w^hether the enemy is 
noving any cavalry toward the James Biver. 

A. A. HXTMPHBETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 27 ^ 1864. 

kigadier-General GRECirO, 

Commanding Cavalry : 

The reserve from which the s(*outuig party is to be sent is that of 
xeneral Davies. 

A. A. HUMPHltEYS. 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters First BRiaADE, {Second Division, 

Prince George Court-House^ September 27, 1864 — 9.30 p. m. 
3apt. 11. 0. Weir, 

Adjutant-General., Second Division Cavalry: 

I have entirely reliev(‘d General Kautz, and my line is established 
roin the Norfolk railroad to the James. All quiet. 

H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 

Brigadier- General^ 


(>7 It R— vou XLII, PT u 
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City Point, Va., September 27^ 186i — 11.30 a. m. 

General Butler: 

Make all your changes of troops at once, ready for the execution of 
orders verbally communicated, so as to have troops as fresh as possible. 

U. S. GEA^TT, 

Lieutenant- Genera L 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and ISTorth Carolina, 

In the Fields Septeniber 27 j 1864 — 12 m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commandinf/^ d'C.: 

Telegram received. The dispositions are being made. 

BBNJ. P. BUTLEE, 
Major- 6 en era Z, Comm anding. 


City Point, Va., September 27, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Commanding Army of the James ; 

Prepare your army according to the verbal instructions already given 
for moving on the morning of the 29th instant. Your lines between the 
James and Appomattox Eivers can be held with new regiments and 
such artillery as you deem necessary. All gai'risons from your com- 
mand below the mouth of the Appomattox will be left as they are now. 
The movement should be commenced at night, and so as to get a con- 
siderable force north of the James Eiver, ready to assault the enemy's 
lines ill front of Deep Bottom, and from Aiken^s house or other point 
above Deep Bottom, where the two assaulting columns will be in easy 
supporting distance of each other, as soon as the enemy’s line is broken 
at the dawn of day. If one good division trom each of your corps are 
over in time for this, with the balance of these corps following, with a 
pontoon bridge for each, it will answer. The object of this movement 
is to surprise and capture Eiehmond, if possible. This cannot be done 
if time is given the enemy to move forces to the north side of the river. 
Success will depend on prompt movement at the start. Should the 
outer line be broken, the troops will push for Eiehmond with all prompt- 
ness, following roads as near the river as possible. It is impossible to 
point out the line of inarch for an army in the presence of the enemy, 
because the enemy may interpose such an obstacle in our route as to 
make it impracticable. It is known that the enemy has intrenched 
positions on the bank of the river between Deep Bottom and Eiehmond, 
such as Chaffin’s farm, whichare garrisoned. If thesecanbe captured in 
passing, they should be held by suitable garrisons. If not captured, 
troops should be left to hold them in their position, and should intrench 
to make themselves strong. It will be necessary, therefore, to have your 
engineer troops, with their tools, well up with the advance. Should 
you succeed in getting to Eiehmond, the interposition of the whole 
army (rebel) between you and yoTjfr supplies need cause you no alarm. 
With the army under General Meade, supplies could be cut off from 
the enemy in the event of so unexpected a move, and communication 
opened with you either by the south side or ffoin the White House 
before the supplies you would find in the city would be exhausted. In 
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case you reacli Richmond, the details for garrisoning and holding the 
place are left to you or the senior officer of the troops that get in. One 
thing I would say, however, all the bridges connecting the city with 
the south side should be destroyed at once or held beyond a peradven- 
ture. As the success of the enterprise depends entirely on celerity, the 
troops will go light. They will take only a single blanket rolled and 
carried over the shoulder, three days’ rations in haversacks, and sixty 
rounds of ammunition in box and on the ])erson. NTo wagons will be 
taken. They will be supplied, howev^er, with six days’ rations, half for- 
age for the same time, and forty rounds of extra ammunition for men, to 
follow if they should be required. No wagons will cross the James 
River till ordered by you. The whole of the force under General Meade 
will be under arms at 4 a.m. on the 20th, ready to attack Petersburg 
or move to the South Side road, as circumstances may determine. As 
against any force now north of the James River you can go to Rich- 
mond even without a surprise. If the enemy resists you by sufficient 
force to xuevent your advance, it is confidently expected that General 
Meade can gain a decisive advantage on his end of the line. The prize 
sought is either Richmond or Petersburg, or a position which Avill 
secure the fall of the latter. Please furnish me with a copy of your 
detailed instructions. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

September 1801 — 11.15 a. m. 

Ilis Excellency Governor Oony, 

AiKjusta^ Me. : 

The Eighth and Eleventh Maine regiments are in my command and 
are weak. They will require about 500 men each to bring them to full 
efficiency. Can you not send me a detachment of about that number of 
recruits that may be put in these regiments? One recruit in an old 
regiment is worth two in a now organization. If you cannot do this I 
do not vsec but that we must consolidate the regiments, which I should 
regret to do. Please answer by telegraph. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General, ( mandinr/. 


IlDQRS. Dept, OF Viruinia and North Oaroltna, 

Office of the Ouief Signal Officer, 

. September 27, 1861. 

Lieut. Ool. George A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel: The vSigual officer at tower on flames River reimrts: 
About 200 infantry going across the rear of C4iaffin’s farm toward 
New Market road.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

n. R. OLUM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 
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Hdqks. Dept, op Virginia and Kortii Carolina, 

Oppiob of the CrciEP Signal Officer, 

September 27, ISbi. 

Lieat. Col. George A. Kensel, 

Acthnj Chief of Staff: 

Colonel : The sigual officer at James Eiver toirer reports situation 
unchanged, ivith exception that enemy are extending disconnected 
rifle-pits to their lelt of the Cox’s Ferry work on the blufiis along the 
river, screening them with bushes as they are being made. No more 
troops have been seen since those reported at 4 p. m. crossed Chaffin’s 
farm. Pour wagons passed along this road about noon in same direc- 
tion ; four others were seen going in opposite dkeetion near pontoon 
bridge. The signal officer at Spring Hill reports all (piiot on enemy’s 
lines this p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. CLUM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

OppiOE OF THE Chief Signal Officer, 

September 27, ISGi. 

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel, 

Acting Chief of Staff: 

Colonel; The following message just received from Spring Hill: 

A trciin of ten cars lo<i(led with trooiifi toward Poterslmra. 

A. G. SIMONS, 
lAeiiUnani an<l ActUuj Signal 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. E. CLUM, 

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 

(Forwarded to General Grant.) 


Special Orders, 1 Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C., 

V Armv of the James, 

No. 2GG. ) In the Field, Va., September 27, lS6i. 

](« -Kc # 

in. Major-General Ord, eommanding’ Ei^hteentli Army Corps, will 
dire(*t two companies ol* the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry and one 
company of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry to report at once to Brig. 
Gen. A. V. Kantz, at Jones’ Keck. 

-»*«**** 

By command of Mgjor-General Butler: 

ISEABL E. SBALT, 
Assista/nt Adjuta/nt-Oeneral. 


Dutch Gap, Va., September 27, 1864. 

Col. Henry L. Abbot. 

Commanding Siege Artillery : 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy opened as 
usual this morning, firing quite rapidly and constantly until about 2 
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p. m. Three negroes wounded during the day outside canal. Their 
light piece ventured to send us a few shots, but was soon silenced. 
Think my extreme left battery for lO-pounder guns is just what is 
needed; used it for the first time this a. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. PIEECE, 

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and NTorth Carolina, 

September 27^ 1864. 

Major-General Birney: 

Eelieve the First Maryland Cavalry and order them to report with 
transportation and baggage at Bermuda Iluiidred at once for the pur- 
pose of being mounted and equipped. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

GEO. A. KEINSEL, 

Zieiitenant-Goloml and Acting Chief of Staff. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Ko. 35. ) Before Petersburg^ Va., September 27, 1864. 

I. The department commander has appointed Lieut. Col. E. W. 
Smith assistant adjutant-general on his staff, relieving him from duty 
with the Tenth Army Corps. In parting with this officer the major- 
general commanding the corps takes pleasure in testifying to his assid- 
uous attention to the duties of his office. lie also is pleased with the 
advancement of a good soldier, although he may regret losing such a 
staff officer. 

II. Capt. E. L. Ford, aide-de-camp, will temporarily fill the position 
of assistant adjutant-general. 

III. Capt. C. H. Graves, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is 
announced as an aide-de-camp to the commanding general, and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Maj. Gen. D, B. Birney: 

CHAS. H. GEAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

No. 138. ) In the Field, Ya., September 27, 1864. 

1. The Birney First Sharpshooters ^wo hundred and third Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers) are assigned to the Second Brigade, Second Division. 
The commanding officer will at once report with his command to 
Brigadier-General Poster, commanding division. The proper allowance 
of transportation and camp equipage will be at once assigned to the 
regiment. 

5. The First Mary..and Cavalry (dismounted) are hereby relieved from 
duty with this corps, and will proceed at once with transportation and 
baggage to Bermuda Hundred, and report for the purpose of being 
mounted and equipped. 

*#•»•*##» 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutmt- General. 
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CiROtTLAR.J Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va.^ September 27^ lS6i. 

Tliis command will be in readiness to move by 3 o’clock to-morrow 
afternoon. Tbe men will carry two days’ rations in haversacks. All 
camp and garrison equipage, beyond the allowance by Special Orders, 
N’o. 44, from headquarters Armies of the United States, will be turned 
in to the quartermaster’s department. All superlluons (*lothing should 
be carefully boxed, marked, and turned oyer at the depot for storage. 
Upon receiving orders to inarch all details at the depots, &e., will be 
called in and join the command. 

By commaiul of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOED, 

Captain, Aide-cle-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant^ General 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Petersburg^ Va,, September 27, 180L 
The major-geneial commanding directs that the daily reports giving 
a summary of (weiits, (^alled for by letter from these headquarters of 
August 30, 1<SG4, will be discontinued until further orders. 

Very respe(*tfully, your obedient servant, 

E. L. FORD, 

Captain^ Aide-de-camp and Acting Assistant Adjiita^it- General 


Headquarters Army op the James, 

September 27, 1861 — 9 a, m. 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps: 

I acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch and inclosures, by Cap- 
tain Moore, of your stafl*. I have ordered the One hundred and eighty- 
fourth New York Volunteers and the Thirty-eighth New Jersey Volun- 
teervS, of the Provisional Brigade, who are re])orted not eflective for 
field service in your return, to bo sent to Forts Pocahonta>s and Pow- 
hatan to relieve the Eighty-ninth New York and the colored regiincmts 
there and at Harrison’s Landing. I will order the Eighty-ninth New 
York at once here and the colored regiTuents directly to Deep Bottom. 
I will also dii‘ect that Heckman’s brigade, at Old Court-IIouse, be 
relieved and inarched over this evening to join his command. I think 
your suggestion well to allow your horse battery to report to General 
Xautz. Please make the order. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major- G enera I, Commanding. 


Headquarters Eiotteenth Army Corps, 

September 27, 1864 — 9.55 a. m. 

General U. S. Grant : 

A lieutenant, deserter the rebels, is in this morning; states 
that the belief among them is that should Lynchburg — ^which is 
strongly fortified — be captured, it WDuld give you the Danville road, 
and want of food would compel the evacuation of Lee’s present posi- 
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tion; that they have not force enough to re-enforce Lynchburg, and 
their fears are that Eichmond will be approached from that quarter. 
This lieutenant is an intelligent officer from Virginia, and, I am sure, 
speaks candidly. 

E. O. 0. OED, 

Major- General. 


Special Oedees, ) Hdqes. Second Div., 18 th Aemy Ooeps, 

Eo. 119. ) In the Field, Va., September 27, 1864. 

*%**«•#* 

Y. Ool. E. H. Eiploy, conimanding detachments of First and Second 
Brigades of this division, will, upon receipt of this order, strike tents 
and inarchi at once for this point, and upon arrival yoa will report to 
these headquarters. It is absolutely necessary that you move at once, 
as the movement must be completed before daylight and as quietly as 
possible. 

By command of Brig» Gen. C. A. Heckman: 

W. H. ABEL, 
Assistant Adjutant- GenemL 


Hdqrs. Dept, of ViucriNiA and TSionTn Cabolina, 

In the Fields Hepteniher 27^ 186 i. 

Brigadier -General MabstoN, 

Commanding at Fort Pocahontas: 

General: General Butler sends you to-day the One hundred and 
eighty -fourth New York and the Thh-ty-eighth New Jersey Volunteers, 
in all about 1,000 men, and wishes you to send by return boat the 
Eighty-ninth New York and the two colored regiments now in your 
(jommand. Direct the Eighty-ninth to laud at Bermuda and report at 
these headquarters 5 the two colored regiments to proceed at once up 
the river to Deep Bottom and report to the commanding officer of that 
post. The commanding general wishes these movements made with 
the utmost dispatch. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. A. KENSEL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff, 


OONFTDENXIAL.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAD, 

Se^temher 27^ ISGi — 10A6 a, m. 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Cavalry Division : 

The major-general commanding directs that when your division is 
concentrated to-day at Prince George Oourt-JIouse you report in per- 
son to Major-General Butler. 

A. A. IIUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Colonel Spear: 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September P/, 186-i. 


Colonel : The general commanding directs me to iiifox'm you that, 
in accordance with instructions from headquarters Army of the Poto- 
mac, your brigade will be relieved this morning by Brigadier-General 
Davies, of the Second Cavalry Division. As soon as relieved you will 
concentrate your command at Prince George Court-House and there 
await further instructions from these headquarters. 

Yery respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 

M. J. ASCH, 

Captain and Acting Ametani Adjutant’ General. 


Colonel Spear: 


Headquarters Cavalry Division, 

September 27^ J86I, 


Colonel: The general commanding dire(‘ts that you move your 
command to the ground it formerly occupied at Jones’ Neck, but not 
to move from Prince George Court-House till (> o’clock this evening. 
Very respectfully, 

M. J. ASCII, 

Captain and Acting Aamtant Adj\itant’OeneraL 


City Point, Va., September 28., 71864 — i.S0 p. m. 

(Ecceived 7 ]). m.) 

Brig. Gen. J. K. BARNES, 

Snrgeon-General : 

I have called upon General Butler to know why he wanted the two 
ocean hospital steamei\s of which you telegraphed, but have received 
no reply. Until you hear from me on the subject you need not send 
them. 

IJ. S. GEANT, 

JAeutenanP General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28, 1864 — 11.30 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

A division of the Ninth Corps was this morning after daylight, and 
at places within view of the enemy, moved from near the Avery house 
to the Gurley house. No other movements or events of importance to 
report. I send a dispatch just received from Warren.* Peebles’ farm 
is just north of Poplar Spring Church, the works being constructed are 
to hold the Squirrel Level road and the one next to it. I am coming 
in to see you as soon as I can get a train. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. in,, p. 1074. 
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Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 38^ 1864 — 1.45 p. m. (Sent 2 p. m.) 
Major-General Meade, 

City Point: 

I can get notliing farther from the two deserters as to how far beyond 
Peebles’ fields the rifle-pits extend or in what direction. They say 
that there are a good many infantry in the rifle-pits, and that they are 
building a fort near the tobacco house in the middle of the field for 
sixteen guns. They saw a battery of four guns near the fort, which is 
not yet finished. It is about 1,000 yards from the fork of the roads 
and is put up to sweexi the cross-road. The tall man says that there 
are rifle-pits pretty much all along the Boydton plank road for the 
distance of five or six miles out of Petersburg, and I gather from what 
he says, extending more or less connectedly as far as Hatcher’s Eun. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


City Point, September 28, 1864. 

(Eeceived 9.10 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade : 

Heavy firing, both of artillery and musketry, is heard here distinctly. 
Does it mean anything like an attack*? 

U. S. GEAET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28, 1864 — 9.15 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Tlie firing is apparently on the plank road. The musketry has ceased 
and the artillery slackened. Ho report has been received. I imagine 
it is a stampede. 1 have called on Hancock for particulars, which I will 
transmit as soon as received. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


V 


M 

S 


N 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Ofpice of the Provost-Marshal-G-bneeal, 

Sqitember 3S, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General: Two deserters from tLe Forty-sixtli North Carolina, 
Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division, came into the lines of the Second Corps 
last night about 11 o’clock. Therehavebeennolatechanges on their part 
of the line. Three deserters from the Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth Kegi- 
ments, of Gracie’s (Alabama) brigsrde, Johnson’s division, came into the 
lines of the Second Anny Corps last evening. They report that their 
division has not yet been relieved by Hoke, but wo^d be at 9 o’clock 
this a. m. ; was reported that Johnson’s division was going to Early. 
Some men from Gracie’s brigade went to the rear yesterday to take to 
the quartermaster some shells and other projectiles they had gathered, 
who is authorized to pay 8 cents per pound for cast iron, and 20 
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cents for lead. Informant states tliat the quartermaster told him he 
had not enough money to pay them, and ■vreiit to borrow some, saying 
that they must have their money, as they would soon be sent to re-en- 
force Early. Some of informants think that Hoke’s division has gone, 
but one says he saw the division yesterday, and it would relieve John- 
son to-day at 9 a. m. A Mississippi brigade, which informant does not 
know, went to Early about five days ago; it had been lying in Peters- 
burg. 

Hote.— This must be Humphreys’ brigade, of Kershaw’s division, 
which was reported to have been left behind. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army op tiie Potomac, 

Oppice oe the Provost-Marshal-General, 

Septmnler SiH, 1864. 

Major-Goumal Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General : A deserter from the Twelfth Virginia, Weisiger’s brigade, 
Mahoue’s division, came into our lines this a. m. in front of the Ninth 
Army Corps. He states tliat he has every reason to believe that two 
divisions have been sent to Early — Field’s, of Longstreet’s corps, and 
Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s command — ^basing his belief on what 
he has heard by conversation in his brigade. 

Note. — ^From the fact that Hoke’s division was to have relieved 
Johnson’s yesterday at 5 o’clock and did not, it seems probable it may 
have gone to Early. Field’s division has been lying in reserve on the 
right — enemy’s right. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. BABCOCK. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Oppice op the Provost-Marshal-General, 

September 28^ 1864. (Keceived 1 p. m.) 


Deserter from Sixth Virginia just in reports that Field’s and Hoke’s 
divisions have gone to Early, the latter yesterday. We have indica- 
tions going to substantiate this. Will send you at once all information 
concerning this hereafter received. 

J. 0. BABCOCK. 


Colonel Sharpe, 

City Point: 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomac, Siunal Department, 

September 28, 1864. 

Maijor-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatches from signal station are respect- 
fully foiwarded : 

Plank Road Station. 

At 7.30 a. m. 1,200 infantry came from the woods in vicinity of the fort west of the 
Weldon railroad and moved toward our left on the line of the railroad. The enemy 
is working in small force on the line running to the left from Hie above-mentioned 
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fort. At 9 a. m. 500 infantry, in parties of 100, 180, and 220, canie from the woods 
west of the Weldon railroad and disappeared, moving southward. Small working 
parties northwest of this station within range of our guns. 

FULTON. 
Waltiialt. House— 9 a. m. 

The enemy has commenced a new work in the rear of Fort Clifton. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. PISHEE, 

Major and Chief Hign.A Officer. 


Friend’s House Signal Station, 

S^teniber J38, 1864 — 9 a. m. 

Ma-jor PiSHEE: 

A column of infantry has just moved into city at the cross-road going 
toward the right; nine minutes passing. 

JOEDAH. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potomiac, Signal Department, 

September 28, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffi: 

General: My lookout on station near the Friend house reports: 

At 11 a. m. a body of al)onl !i00 cavalry passed ont of the city of Petersburg at 
the cross-roads, moving sonthwiird toward the lead-works. At 1 p. m. a column of 
infantry passed into the city from the rear of Cemetery Hill, moving toward the 
right; it was leu minutes passing a point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. PISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Hdqrs. Army op the Potom:ao, Signal Department, 

September 28, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded: 

At 2.40 p. m. ahont 1,800 infantry moved ftom tho woods on the extreme left vis- 
ible from this point and disappeared west of large fort. 

I judge from the movements of this body of troops that they were 
either just relieved from the iutrenchments or picket-line, or were 
returning from working upon some work not visible from our station, 
though they may he moving for some other object. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. EISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 
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]?R1END’!3 HOtTSE STATION, 

September ^S, 1861 — 5 p. m. 

Ma-jor Fishee: 

N’othiag uew to report this evening. Small parties at work. 

JOllDAN, 

Sergeant. 


IlDQES.* AEMY op THE POTOMAO, SIGNAL DeI’ARTMENT, 

September x’6’, 180'J — 5 p. m. 

Major-General HxiMcrnRBYS, 

GJiief of Stajf: 

(Jenebal: Two batteries of artillery have movcnl towai'd Uiehinoiul, 
passing a point about one mile northwest of Petersburg; also a herd 
of cattle. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHHR, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 28, 1861—6 p. m. 

Major Fishee, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All quiet this p. m. The following has been intercepted: 


Colonel * 

A trdn oi cars just passed open space to our right of the Jordan house ffointr 
toward City Point. • b 


(Same to k. B.) 


Sergeant, 


Colonel B [KENT] : 

The enomy have covered some of their worts in open space with hrush, thinly 
They are working on them. One regiment of cavalry drilling on Point of Koeks; 
Ileayv dirwt seen from lower pontoon to the rear of Point of Kooks. Chi valrv seen 
passing lower pontoon. ‘ 

J. A. S., 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B [rent] 

One regiment o 

enemy’s front in .....g- uusb. 

toward icont in Cbestorticld. One gun-hoat above pontoon. 

(Same to A. B.) 


4.40 I>. M. 


- j - 

One re^ment of infantry, followed by five wagons, passed open space goinir toward 


J. A. B., 

At C. 


H. W. nOLMAM, 

Sergeant, 
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IlBQKS. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department, 

September 28^ 1864 — 7.80 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

GeneraIj : Several batteries of artillery passed on tbe road toward 
Riolimoud tliis evening. The several lookouts report that movements 
of some (‘haraetor were taking place in the western edge of the ci^y 
almost all the afternoon. Dust was constantly rising, but the cause 
(*otild not be distinguished. Trains were passing at intervals through 
the entiri^ afternoon in the direction of Eichmond, as seen at several 
points upon the turiqnkc northwestward of the city of Petersburg. 
Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


ORDERt:^.] 'Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28j 1864. 

The following dispositions and arrangements will be made: 

1 . The whole army will be under arms ready to move at 4 a. m. of 
the 29th instant, the men having four days’ rations in the haversacks 
and sixty rounds of ammunition on the person. All trains and wagons 
will be hitched up, r(‘ady to move at the same hour, supi^ly trains with 
the prescribed number of rations (six days’), and all the trains with 
forage to the extent of their capacity. All surplus supidies, after the 
trains have been loaded, will be removed at once from the depots to 
(Jity PoiTit. 

2. Major-General Warren will be prepared to move with not less than 
two divisions of his corps, leaving the garrisons of Forts Wadsworth, 
Dushane, and Davison, and of the inclosed batteries, and a thin line 
between Fort Wadsworth and Fort Howard. 

Major-General Parke will be prei)ared to leave the defense of the 
line between Fort Davis and Fort Howard to his Third Division and 
the garrisons of Fort Alexander Hays and Fort Howard. He will con- 
centrate his First and Second Divisions and reserve artillery near the 
(i^urley house ready for movement. 

4. All corps commanders will hold in view the contingency of the 
withdrawal of their troops from the rifle-xhts connecting the inclosed 
works, leaving the line from the Api)omattox to Fort Davison to beheld 
by th(^ redoubts and inclosed batteries, and the further contingency of 
withdrawing entirely from the intrenchments. 

5. I^riga(lier-(5*eneral Gregg will concentrate his cavalry near Eobert- 
son’s on tlu^ Weldon railroad, withdrawing his pickets and patrols east 
of the Weldon railroad, but making suitable dispositions to watch the 
plank road and toward Eeams’ Station. 

(>. The trooi)s that move will take with them their intrenching tools, 
one-half their ambulances, atid one medicine and one hospital wagon to 
ea<»h brigade, one-half the small-arm ammunition wagons and one-half 
the reserve ammunition wagons of the 12-pounder guns. The spring 
wagons «nd pack animals allowed for headquarters may also accompany 
the troops, but no supply trains, forage wagons, wagons for sales of 
stores to ofiicers, baggage wagons, or sutlers’ wagons will be permitted 
to accompany them. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

^ S. WILWAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-Cenerak 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1864 — 7,60 p. m. 
The commanding general enjoins special vigilance and prompt report 
of any indications of movement on the part of the enemy to-night and 
to-morrow. 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

(To corps commanders.) 


Orders.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September ^S, 1804. 

The following dispositions and arrangements will be made ; 

1. The whole army will bo under Jirms ready to move at 4 a. m. of the 29tli instant 
(to-morrow morning), the men having four days' rations in the haversacks and sixty 
rounds of ammunition on the person. All trains and wagons will be hitched np, 
ready to move at the same hour, supply trains with the prescribed iiiimixu'of rations 
(six days'), and all trains with forage to the extent of tlieir capacity. All surplus 
supplies, after the trains have been loaded, will be removed at once from the depots 
to City Point. , 

The foregoing is an extract from an order just isRiied. You will have 
your command under arms with their rations, their supply wagons 
loaded as directed, and be ready to move at 4 a. ni You need not 
strike your camp unless you receive further orders. You have already 
been directed to send 400 rounds of rifled ammunition to Oaxitaiu llarii 
at the Avery house. You will, in addition, scud him at once six cm])ty 
wagons’to transport Captain Pratt’s ammunition to Port Morton. Lot 
them report to Captain Harn as soon as iiossible. 

By command of General Hunt: 

JNO. N. OEAKV, 
Assistmit Adjutant- General. 

(To Oapt. Calvin Shalier, commanding Artillery Park.) 


City Point, September 28, 186 1 — 8.30 a, m. 

(Received 12.4G x>. m.) 

Major-General Humphueys, 

Chief of Staff*: 

It becomes necessary lor me to report that at midnight last night I 
received a copy of an order from General Heckman to Colonel Ripley, 
commanding parts of the two brigades recently vsent to mo by General 
Butler, to occupy Old Court-House and for other duties, which order 
directed Colonel Ripley to strike tents immediately and leave to join 
him before daylight. This leaves at Old Court-House but two regi- 
ments of new recruits, the Two hundredth and Two hundred and fifth 
Pennsylvania Regiments sent by General Butler within the last day 
or two, to guard that position and to perform the duties on the works 
called for by Major Michler and myself. 

H. W. BENHAM, 

Brigadier- General, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1864. (Sent 11.55 p. m.) 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding Engineer Brigade^ City Point : 

The cavalry pickets will be withdrawn to-night. Ton might send 
out an advanced post. 


A. A. HUMPHEEY8, 
Major-General and , Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 28j 1864. 

Lieut. Ool. T. S. Bowers, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen.j in the Field, Armies of the Ignited States: 

Colonel: I have the honor to solicit your attention to the inclosed 
copy of an order imblished by Major-General Gibbon on the 30th ultimo, 
with iny indorsement thereon, and to the printed orders of the major- 
general coniinanding the Army of the Potomac contlrming and approv- 
ing General Gibbon’s order.* It will be seen that General Gibbon 
deprived three regiments of his division of the privilege of bearing 
colors (they having lost their colors at the battle of Beams’ Station, 
August 25) ; that I approved of the i)rinciple, but requested that if 
it wms adopted the rule might be made general, and affect other corps 
as well as ray own; and, ffn ally, that General Meade overruled ray 
suggestion and singled these regiments — ^the Eighth New York Heavy 
Artillery, One hundred and sixty-fourth New York Volunteers, and 
Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers — to be published to the army as liav- 
ing rendered themselves unworthy to carry colors. This without 
regard to the fact that in the same action other regiments of my com- 
mand lost colors, and that but a few days before several regiments of 
another corps had met with the same misfortune. Under the circum- 
stances, 1 respectfully submit that these regiments have been proceeded 
against with unnecessary severity, and a slur cast upon the corj^s which 
I have the honor to command, wBich, in view of the past, might well be 
omitted. It is perhai)s known to you that this corps never lost a gun 
or a (*olor i)revious to this camx)aigu, though oftener and more desper- 
ately engaged than any other cori)S in this army, or j)erhaps any other 
in tiic country, 1 have not the means of knowing exactly the number 
of guns or colors captured, but I saw myself nine in the hands of one 
division at Antietam, and the official reports show that thirty-four fell 
into the hands of the corps at Gettysburg. Before the opening of this 
campaign it had at least captured over half a hundred colors from the 
enemy, and never yielded one, though at the cost of 25,000 casualties. 
During the campaign you can judge how well the corps has performed 
its part. It has captured more guns and colors th.ui all the army com- 
bined. Its reverses have not been many, and they began only when 
the corps had dissolved to a remnant of its former sti'ength ; after it 
had lost 25 brigade commanders, and over 125 regimental commanders, 
and over 20,000 men. I submit that with the record of this corps, that 
it is in the highest degree unjust by a retrospective order to publish a 
part of it as unworthy to bear colors. It is not necessary to speak 
more particularly as to the injustice done to these regiments, the pi'in- 
ciple discussed covering their case. I may say, however, that these 

^ See General Orders, No. 63, p.SSS, and General Orders, No, 37, p. 981. 
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regiments first saw service in tlie field after tlie battle of Spotsylvania. 
At Cold Harbor the colonel of the Thirty-sixth Wisconsin, as gallant a 
soldier as ever lived, fell dead on the field, as did the colonel of the 
Eighth ]New York Heavy Artillery. The colonel of the One hundred 
and sixty-fourth New York fell mortally wounded beside his flag on 
the breast- works of the enemy. These regiments have since that action 
suflEered severely, one of them at least having lost two commanding 
officers. I respectfully request that their colors may be returned to 
them. They are entitled to the same privilegOwS as other regiments — 
that is, the right to strive to avoid the penalties of General Orders, No. 
37, cuiTent series, headquarters Army of the Potomac. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WINPO) S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volmteer.^, 


Headquabtbrs Second Army Corps, 
SejDtemher 1804, (Peceived 10 a. m.) 

General Williams: 

There has been no change in the disposition of troops in my com- 
mand since last report. Five deserters came in during the night, but 
know of nothing important going on. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

MaJor-OeneraL 


Headquarters Army op tiie Potomac, 

iSeptember ^8, JSOL (Sent 11.35 a. in.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

CommanMng Second Corjps : 

The Second Division of the Ninth Corps, massed in roar of the Avery 
house, was moved this morning after daylight to the vicinity of the 
Gurley house. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 28^ ISOd, (Received 9.15 p. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

There is quite sharp musketry on the left — certainly as far to the left 
as Fort Hell — interspersed with artillery. The musketry seems too 
heavy for picket. It sounds like an attack on the picket-line. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 28, 1864 — 9,16 p. m, 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

What is the musketry and artillery fire about? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staffs 
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llEADQUARTEBS SECOND AEMY COBPS, 
Sej^tember 28^ 1864. (Eeceived 9.20 j). m.) 

General HxjMpnREY s : 

Some of the artillery firing is apparently further to the left than the 
l)lank road. 1 hear no musketry now. It is i)rohable the picket*liiie 
has been driven in. I will soon learn. 

WINF'D S. HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 


Headquaeters Army of the Potomac, 

8€j)tcmber 28^ 1861. (Sent 11 p. in.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding JSecond Corps: 

Have you any report of the cause of the musketry and artillery firing 
this evening ? General Meade is waiting to hear li‘om you to report to 
General Grant. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and ChieJ' of ktajf. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8(piemher 28^ 1861 — 11 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys: 

The first infantry firing eommeueed about the right oi‘ the Ninth 
Corps ])icket and generally extended to the left. Some of our own w^as 
engaged, but their i)osition not disturbed. 

WINFH S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 28 ^ 1864, 

By direction of the commanding general of the army, this corps will 
be nndei' arms and ready to move at i a. m. of the 29th instant, the 
men having four days’ rations in haversack and sixty rounds of ammu- 
nition on the i)ei>()n. All trains and wagons will be hitched up ready 
to move at the same time, sup])Iy trains with the prescribed number of 
rations (six days’), and all trains with forage to the extent of their 
cai)acity. All surifius supplies, after the trains have been loaded, will 
be removed at once from the depots to City Point. Commanders will 
hold in view the contingency of the withdrawal of their troops from 
the rifie-])its connecting the inclosed works, leaving the line from the 
Apj)omattox to Fort Davis to be held by the redoubts and inclosed 
batt(U‘ies, and the further contingency of withdrawing entirely from the 
intrenchments. The troops that move will take with them their 
intrenching tools, one-half their ambulances, and one medicine and one 
hospital w’agon to each brigade, one- half the small-ami ammunition 
wagons, and one-half the reserve ammunition wagons of the 12-pounder 
guns. The spring-wagons and pack animals allowed for headquarters 
may also accompany the troops, but no sui)ply trains, forage wagons, 
wagons for sales to ofiicers, baggage w^agons, or sutlers’ wagons will be 
08 R R— VOL XLlly pt li 
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permitted to accompany them. Tlie hospitals will be broken uj) and the 
sick removed to City Point to-night. Oominandcrs will see that no 
commiinication is x)ermitted with the enemy to-night on the picket-lines. 
By order of Major-General Hancock : 

H. 11. BINGHAM, 

Major and Acting Assistant Acljiiiant^ General, 


IlBADQUAKTEKS PlFTH AlJMY CORPS, 
September 28^ 1861, (Received 10.11 a. m.) 

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjuta nt- General : 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual or important tran- 
spired in my front during yesterday or last night, 

G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 
September 28, 1861 — 11 a, m. (Received 11.12 a. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys: 

1 have just seen two deserters from Eighth Georgia Cavalry, who 
give im])ortaut information about the enemy extending his intreuch- 
ments southwesterly Irom Petersburg. They were stationed at Poplar 
Spring Church. Tliey are building works on Mr. Peebles’ farm and how 
far south they do not know, and think there is a (‘omsiderable infantry 
force in tliat direction, i)retty thhdc, they say they are, a.nd we would 
lose a good many men in getting them away. 1 send the men up at 
once. 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 


HEADQUAliTEKS FiFTH ARMY CORPS, 

September 28, 1861 — 11,16 a, m. 

General Humphreys; 

I send up fom* contrabands from m^ar Reams’ Station and a negro 
woman who left Petersburg a week ago. She says all the rich ])eoi)le 
have been for three or foui* weeks moving to Riclmiond to get where 
the]*e was less danger and more necessaries of life. They none oi‘ 1 hem 
know much of importance to us. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28, 1861, (Sent 7A0 p. m.) 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

General Gregg is directed to make a demonstration upon the enemy 
left, making a wide detour to the southwest. He will move from Rob- 
ertson’s, on the Weldon railroad, as soon after daylight to-morrow as 
practicable. Should he need infantry supports ho will call on you. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General and Chief of Stajf\ 
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September 28, 1864—7.30 j). m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Ghkf of Staff: 

General: Captain Jay has just arrived with the order."" I have 
directed all my pickets to remain, as they can be drawn in as fast as 
needed in the morning. I have nearly 1,000 men on the south and 
Avest front that are not in contact with tlie enemy. Those on the 
north Iront about 500 strong, are in contact with the enemy or in 
view in places. It is not light enough to move in the morning before 5 
a. m., except to the rear. 

Kespectfully, 

G. K. WAEHEN, 

Major^-OeneraL 


Headquarters IjTinth Army Corps, 

Sq>tember 28^ 1861 — 9d0 j>. w. 

General Warren: 

The firing commenced on the left of the Second Corps, and was prob- 
ably due to an attack on their picket-line; it did not extend to iny 
front. The artillery seemed to take it up all along the right. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

MajoT’GenQrah 


Otroular, ) Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

Ko. 138. J September 28^ 1861, 

The troops that will be in readiness to move at 4 a. m. wull be the 
batteries to be designated by Colonel Wainwright, the First Division, 
Second Division, and Hofmann’s brigade, of Third Division. Pickets 
will not be withdraAvii till further orders. All the other provisions of 
the above order* will at once be comidied with by each division com- 
mander and the commander of th<‘, Artillery Brigade. 

By command of Major-General Warren : 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
AHHiHiant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 28^ 186i. 

Brigadier-General Crawford, 

Commanding Third Division: 

General: The major-general commanding instructs me to say that 
you can hold the line westward from Fort Howard with General Bragg’s 
brigade, kec])ing Colonel Hofmann in rovservo. If necessary, General 
Bragg’s trooi>s can form but one line only (rank). 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

* bee Orders, p. 1069, 



1076 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap LIV. 


Headquarters Aii^iiES or the United States, 

September 28^ 186 L 

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside, 

Frovidence^ E. I,: 

Yon will please direct the return, without delay, to the Army of the 
Potomac of all youi* staff except the personal aides-dc-canip. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant’ GencraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28, 1861 — 1 a. ni. 


Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corpa: 

The major-general commanding directs that your Se(*()nd Division, 
now encamped in rear of the Avery house, he moved to-morrow [this] 
morning, as soon after full daylight as xmacticable, to the vicinity of 
the Gurley house, and in such a manner as to attract the attention of 
the enemy, 

A. A. lIUMPIlEEYa, 
MajoT’Ceneral and Chief of ktaff. 


[Fust ui(loiH«mmit 1 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

ISeptembcr 28, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Potter, 

CommuMlng Second Division: 

General: The foregoing is hy the direcition of the commanding 
general respectfully submittcnl for your guidance. The dispatch fully 
exiffains itself, and the details are left to your own judgment. 

Very respectfully, yoiu* obedient servant, 

JNO. 0. YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant’ General 


[Socond iiuioiaoinenl ] 

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Se])tembcr 28, 18(>i, 

Bi*igade commanders will have their commands ready to move at 
daylight. 

By command of Brigadier-General Potter: 

SAML. WEIGHT, 
Assistant Adj utant- Genera L 

Let reveille be beaten in the morning with as much noise as possible. 

S. W, 


Hkadqxtaktkrs Ninth Army Corps, 
September 28, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. (Keceived iO.lo a. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired along my 
lines during the past twenty-four hours. If compatible with public 
interest, 1 would like to know whether the movement of the Second 
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Division to the vicinity of the Giu'ley house is permanent or merely 
temporary, in order that instructions may ])e issued in reference to 
camping the men. 

JNO* G. PAEKE, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1864. (Sent 11.15 a. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Mntli Corps: 

Will communicate with you during the day concerning the Second 
Division. 

A. A. nUMPHEETS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1864 — 11 p, m, 

Major-General Parke: 

General Hancock reports the heavy firing, artillery and infantry, 
about 9 !>. ni., was on your front. Please report what you know about it. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

^fajor- General, 


TTeadquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 28^ 1861. (Sent 11.15 p. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Khith Corps: 

The musketry firing this evening is said to ha^T been from your 
pickets. What was the cause and resultf 

A. A. HITMPHEEYS, 
Major-Ge^ieral and Chief of Staff', 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 28^ 1861 — tl.50 p, m. 

Major-General Meade, 

Commanding : 

After the musketry affair was over, T received the following report 
irom General P'errero, commanding Third Division: 

1 liavo tlio lionov to roport that the attu<*k was iiiado on tlio left of tbe Second 
(Jorps, and did not roach iiiy line. 

K. FERRERO, 
JirUjadier-Genmtl. 

From my quarters all the artillery firing appeared from Fort Davis and 
works to the right. The musketry se<uued to be about the junction of 
our pickets and those of the Second Gorps. It was acc^ompanied with 
slight (dieering, and seemed an attack on our picket-line, but on receiv- 
ing General Ferrero’s report I made no further investigation. 1 will, 
howcv(u*, send to him and learn if he has any further information from 
his line. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Htnth Army Corps, 

{^feptemher 1801 — 12 m. 

Major-Geueral Humphreys: 

I received yours and Ooneral Meade’s diapateli about firing at tbe 
same time, and replied directly to liiin. General Ferrero has since 
reported tliat the firing was caused by relieving pickets, and did com- 
mence on his right* Ko casualties. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-GeneraL 


Si’ECTAL Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Dtv., Cavalry Corps, 

No. 00. ) Septeniher 28, 1801 

The following assignments of batteries attached to this division are 
hereby made: Battery 1, PTrst IL S. Artillery, to thc^ {Second Brigade 
(Colonel Smith); Battery A, Se(*ond U. S. Artillery, to the First Bri- 
gade (Brigadier-Cleneral Davies). 

By command of Brigadier-Creneral (rregg: 

II. (h WETE, 

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Rec^ond Cavalry Dtvtston, 

8leptember 28^ 1801 — 7A5 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies, 

Commanding Firat Brigade^ F^ceond Cavalry DMfiion: 

General: The general commanding directs that you at once con- 
centrate your brigade and move it to the position now occupied by the 
Recond Brigade on the plank road. Have issued to your command 
three days’ rations and two days’ forage from to-morrow morning. No 
wagons will accompany your command save one tor your headquarters. 
All other wagons will be packed and sent to i)ariv with the division 
train. Have a full siipi)Iy of ammunition issued to your command. As 
the division will move, the necessary ambulances and ammunition 
wagons will be in readiness at the heachpiarters. Eemove everything 
from your present (*amp not required to comply with this order to the 
division wagon train. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 

H. C. WJillE, 
Asaiafant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 28, 1804. 

Col. C. n. Smith, 

Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division^ Cavalry: 
ColoneIj: The general commanding directs that you at once con- 
centrate your brigade, withdrawing all your pickets and patrols (‘ast of 
the Weldon railroad, and be in readiness to move at 4 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. One regiment of your brigade will be posted on the 
plank road to watch that road, and in the direction of Eoams’ Station. 
Your regiments will be supplied with three days’ subsistence and two 
days’ forage, and the usual amount of ammuuition. No wagons will be 
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allowed to accompany your brigade save one for your own headquar- 
ters. All other wagous will be ])acked and sent to the division train. 
NTo supplies of any character must be left in camp, but all the camps 
must be entirely broken up. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. WETK, 
AsshHtcDit Adjutant- General. 


City Point, Va., Sejyfemher 2S^ ISHi — l p. m. 
Major-General Bittler: 

1 see a pontoon train beings towed up the river. Will it not attract 
attention and put the enemy on his guard f 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lien fen a n t- Genera 1. 


City Point, Va., Heptemher IsOi—i p. m. 
Major-General Butler : 

Notliing InivS been said about troops at Dutch Gap. I expect all of 
them, excei>t a small garrison for the fort, to join your forces. 

G. B. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Butler’s Headquarters, 
JSeptemher 28, 180-f — 5 !>. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

The whole force save 150 men were withdrawn last night. The 
enemy have been shelling the empty place all day. 

B. P. BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


City Point, September 28, 1864. 

Major-General Butler: 

Make any (ihaiig(‘ you i)lease in garrisoms below the Ap])omattox. I 
only inteiui to be understood that all points now garrisoned would con- 
tinue to be garrisoned, 

U. S. GRANT, 

bl e u tenan t- 6 en eral. 


City Potni', September 28, 1864. 

Lieutenant Davenport, 

General Butler\H Staff: 

A d(^serter has come in this-morning on the left of our line from the 
Sixth Virginiai, who reports that Field’s and Hoke’s divisions have 
gone to Early. One of our men left Richmond yesterday about noon, 
up to which time there had been no movement of troops through the 
city. Please let me know as soon as you can verify the above or the 
contrary. 

/ SHARPE, 

Colonel. 
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General Orders, ) TIbqrs. Department oe Va. and K (\, 

No. IIT). j In the Field, September 

Liout. Ool. E. W. Smith, assistant adjutaiit-j^-erieral, is hereby 
annouiieed as assistant adjutant general ot* the Department of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

fSEAEL E. SEALY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. 


IIeadqxjarters, 
September ,98, 1864 — 1.15 a. m. 


Major-General Btrnet, 

(Commanding, &e,: 

Are you moving to-night? At what time did the movement begin? 

r>ENJ. F. BlITLEE, 
Major- General, Com manding. 


Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 
September J9S, 1861 — 1.:>5 a. m. (Eeceived 1.49 a. m.) 
Major-General Bxttler: 

I am not moving ro-night. The arrangement, as I understood it, was 
that 1 should commence mov(‘meut Wednesday to Bermuda. Please 
answer. 

1). r>. BIENEY, 

Major-General. 


IlD(,)Ri^. Dept, or Vircunia and North Carolina, 

September ^8, 186 i — 1.15 a. m. 

General Btrnev: 

You had better move to night so as to have your troo]>s fresh to-mor- 
row to prepare for embarkation. 

BENJ. V. BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


Headqxtarters Tenth Army ('orps, 
September 18b i. (Re(*eived .'3.29 a. in.) 

Major-General Bxttler: 

Your dispatch received. T regret the misundei'standing, but it would, 
in my opinion, be too late to move to-night. I will, with your iiermis- 
sion, not start until to-morrow evening, and will promise to not delay 
the boats at all. My preparations are all made for that tiim^, and 1 caii 
complete them without confusion then. 

D. B. BIENEY. 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

[September] J98, 1864. 


General D. B. Birney: 

As you please 5 only give sufficient rest. 


B. F. BUTLEE. 
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IIdqes. Dept, op Virginia and North Carolina, 

J^eptemher 28^ IHOi — 7 u, m. (Received 7.07 a. m.) 
Major-General Btrney: 

Tilie enemy cannot see you as you cross the pontoon at Broadway, if 
you are out of their sight in the marsh. I do not know how it may be 
about the dust. 

BE¥J. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General, 


JTeadqtjartebs Army of the James, 

Hepiemher 28^ 1864 — 10,20 a, m, 

Major-General Birney, 

Gommandbu! Tenth Corps: 

I have ordered tlie First Maryland Cavalry to report back to you 
as infantry. It is impossible to mount them in season for operations. 
Their commanding ofticer will meet you at my lieadijuarters this after- 
noon. How many of the Fourth Massachusetts can you possibly spare 
me“^ Do as well as you can. 

BEKJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major General,, Commanding, 


Marohtng^ ) ITeadqttarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Orbers. ) Before Petersburg,, Va,,, September 28^ 1864, 

This command will move promptly at .S p, m. for Bermuda, crossing 
the Appomattox River at Broadway Landing, and keeping out of sight 
of the enemy by marching on the right-hand road. The following will 
be the order: the First, Second, and Third. Each command will take 
with it, in rear in wagons, lifty rounds of small-arm ammunition, besides 
fifty rounds on p(*rson. The Artillery Brigade will move during the 
(lay, halting in the open field beyond department htmdquarters, wherein 
SerrelPs engineer battalion is encamped, waiting further orders. The 
general trains will move precisely at 9 p. m., halting for orders in the 
same field that the Artillery Brigade is ordered to halt. The medical 
director will order ten ambulances to report to the surgeou-in-chiet of 
ea(*h (livisi(m, to follow in its rear. All wagons accompanying the 
troops must, during the daytime, be stripped of covers. Enougli has 
be(‘n said about straggling on former occasions, and rules laid down 
whi(*h, i f (mforced, will edectually prevent it. The troops should march 
light, and not be encumbered with useless (jlothing and articles, as upon 
rea<‘hing our destination trans])ortation will be limited and the work 
<|ui(‘k and sharp. The subsistence and (piartermaster’s departments 
have received orders to load the trains with the usual supplies. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FORD, 

Captain,, Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General Orders, ) nEAB(,>XTARTERS Tenth Army Corps, 

No. M, j In the Fields September 28,, 1864, 

Hereafter the commissaries or acting (‘.ommissaries ot* subsistence of 
tlie brigades of* this corx)s will, on the march or during active oper- 
ations, m^coinpany their commands. The division commissaries of sub- 
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sistence will remain with the supply trains of their divisions and will 
beheld responsible that the wagons are loaded with the subsistence 
stores ordered, and that the stores are duly forwarded to the troops. 
By command of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOBD, 

Captain, Aide-de-camp and Acthuj Assistant Adjutant-Geyierah 


Marohtno ) Headquarters Tenth Arviy Corps, 

Orders, j In the Field, near T>eep Bottom, Va., September 28, 1861 
The troops of this coniniaiid will be in readiness to move to-morrow 
imomptly at 4 a. m. (^offee should be ])artaken by the men before .‘1.30 
a. m. The troops will move in light marching order, and each man 
will carry with him but one blanket. Knapsacks and overcoats must, 
be left inside the fortiiications at OcH^p Bottom under charge of the 
Two hundred and third liegimeut Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel 
Moore commanding. Nfo baggage wagons of any description will 
ac<iompany the troops. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOKI), 

Captain, Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjntant-Oenerah 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

No. l.‘>3. ] Before Petersburg, Va,, Ideptember 28, 1801, 

X- K? Xs » X. it- 

4, Maj. IT. W. Camp, Tenth (kmneetient Volunteeivs, is hereby as- 
signed to duty as acting assistant adjutant -general, Third Brigade, 
and will report to Colonel Plaisted,<*ommanding Third Brigade, imme- 
diately. 

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. II. Terry: 

A. TEIHIY, 

Captain and Assistant Adjtitant- Genera I, 


Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, 

In the Field, September 28, 1804, 

Major-General Ord, 

Commanding Eighteenth Corps: 

Pursuant to the verbal directions and written instructions of tlu^ 
lieutenant-general (*ommandiug, the Army of tin* dames is about to 
make a movement on the north side of th(* dames Itiver. 

ITS object 

Is to surprise the Confederate forces in our front here, and, passing them, 
to get possession of the city of Kichmoud. Failing that, to make su(‘h 
serious and determined demonstration to that end as shall draw re-en- 
forcements from the right of the emnny’s line in suilicient numbers so 
as to enable tlie Army of the Potomac to move upon the enemy’s com- 
munication near Petersburg. The forces appropriated to this purpose 
are so much of the Army of the James as can be spared from the lines 
at Bermuda Hundred and the garrisoned posts on the river, the 
strength of which forces you know. 
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THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MOVEMENT IS TO BE MADE. 


Tlie acting chief of engineers will have caused, by 12 o’clock midnight 
of the 28th instant, a sufficient pontoon bridge, well covered to iirevent 
noise, to be laid from the road on the south side of the James to a point 
near Varina or Aiken’s Landing. The Eighteen tli Army Corps, with 
the exception of the colored division at Deep Bottom, will move across 
that bridge and make an attack upon the enemy’s line in the manner 
hereinafter to be detailed. At the same time the Tenth Corps will 
cross the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom and make in like manner and 
at the same time demonstration in connection with'the Third Division 
of the Eighteenth Corps from that point. 

THE POSITION AND NUMBERS OF THE ENEMY. 

As near as can be ascertained, the enemy hold a line of earth-works 
starting at a point at or near Cox’s Ferry, at a station called by them 
S!;^ .i’ rri’l. running thence easterly in the rear of Cox’s ovei seer’s house; 

r to a point in the rear of J. Aiken’s house to the hill in rear 
of the pointmarked “New Market” on the map, across the Varina road, 
partially along tlie Kingsland road, wiiich line, it is believed, terminates 
substantially as a continuous intrenched line at that i^oint. Most of the 
line lias abatis but no ditch. The troops holding that line, from all the 
information gathered, aie Biishrod Johnson’s (Tennessee) brigade, about 
450 men for duty, with its i)i<ikets advaiu-ed beyond Cox’s overseer’s 
house toward Dutch Ga]), holding the line nearly three-quarters of a 
mile beyond that point to a point near the Varina road, at a point about 
300 yards to the west of which the line of breast-works terminates, to 
be resumed on the other side of road. The Twenty-fifth Virginia ((Mty 
Battalion), numbering not to exceed 200 men for duty, are extended 
along the line toward Ituilin’s house, in IVont of our imsitioii at Deei) 
Bottom. They are there Joined by Benning’s old (Georgia) brigade, 
commanded by Colonel Du Bose, numbering about 400 men, who are 
extended along the line past Ruffin’s house, the picket-line being near 
the house oi‘ J. Aiken. They are there Joined by Gregg’s (Texas) bri- 
gade, numbering aliout 400 men for duty, who extend along the line to 
<i place called New IVlarket, 'svhere the enemy liave a jiretty strong 
work on a height commanding the New Market road. These are all 
the infantry forces, exc'ept a battalion of militia reserves, numbering 
about 175 men for djaty, who are in camp some distance to the rear, 
who form a c(mn(‘cting line between Jolnison’s brigade and tlie City 
Battalion. These reserves arc^ composed of soldiers below the age of 
eigliteen and above the age of forty-five; but they, with the City Bat- 
talion, have never been under fire. At the place marked on the map 
“ Drill-Room” is stationed a regiment believed to be about 400 men, the 
Seventh Sontli Carolina Cavaliy. At the place marked “ Sweeney’s 
i^ottery” Wade Hampton’s Legion, numbering about 400 men, are sta- 
tioned on the easterly side of Four-Mile Creek and Bailey’s Run, appar- 
ently to guard the road by which General Hancock advanced over 
Strawberry Plains from below Four-Mile Creek, and picketing toward 
M alvcrn Hill. In the rear, at the iutensection of the roads near the point 
marked “ W. Throgmorton” is a regiment the Twenty-fourth Virginia 
Cavalry, numbering about 400 men. On Chaffin’s farm there is no gar- 
rison, except about 100 heavy artillerists, holding that place as an 
intrenched camp. It is also a camp for the siek and convalescents of 
the Virginia battalion. There are then no other troops between the 
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troops liorein eipimorntod and Eiclixnond, exco])t an artillery company 
in each ot the detacdied works of that class iminborod 2:5 on the ma]), 
and the one at ‘^Toll-Gate” and the ^^Eace-C/ourse.” The <*ontinnous line 
of works shown on the map is wholly iinoecni)ied. It will be seen, there- 
fore, that these bodies of which we have knowledge, if the iiilbrination 
is correct, should be !2,875 men, and it may be safely predicated that 
there are not 3,000 effective men outside of the limits of the city of 
Eichmond on the north side of the river. It is upon this information, 
which is fully credited, that the movement is largely based. 

THE MEANS OF EE-ENFOBCEMENT BY THE ENEMY. 

There are between the Appomattox and the James less than 3,500 men 
holding a line nearly ten miles in extent, and the nearest considerable 
body of Confederate troops are massed some seven miles still farther oft* 
below Petersburg. Most ol* the force between the Ai)pomattox and the 
James is directly in the front of our lines and cannot be minih depleted. 
Their means of crossing the river are by the pontoon bridge, one between 
the fortifications of Drewry’s Bluff* on the west and ChafTiifs farm on 
the east of the James. These fortifications are about a mile ai)art, and 
have Wo or three barbette guns beaifng on the bridge-heads. There is 
no other tete-de-pont. This is a pontoon bridge and is above fortifica- 
tions at Chaffin’s on the one side and below Brewry’s on the other. 
These fortifications are about a mile apart. Next a trestle-work bridge, 
with schooners tor a draw, at a point opposite the pla(*e of William 
Throgmorton at the mouth of Falling Creek Landing on the west(‘rly 
side of the river at the southerly side of the mouth of the creek; agaiil, 
a trestle bridge ai a point opposite CoioiH‘1 Knight’s In )use, another 
trestle bridge nearly o])posite the battery marked 23 on plan. These 
last three have no ietes-de-poid on the north side. 

THE MANNER OF ATTACK. 

A large element ot* tlie <*omplete sueeess of this movement depends 
U})on its celerity and the co-operation in point, of time of the several 
commands in tlie attack. It is proposed that MaJor-(Tieneral Ord 
shall dispose one of the divisions of his corps in STU'h positions 
as to mass them near Variiia on the north bank during the night, 
silently, so as not to be <J)sei‘ved by the enemy, and from tli<‘n(*<‘ 
just befoie daybreak, which is assumed to be 4.30 a. m., and that 
will govern in point of tim(% to make a sudden, sharp at.taek in 
(‘oliimn upon th(^ enemy’s lines nearly o])])()site his position ui>on t.h(* 
Variuaroad. At the sanu' time Ceneral Uirney, having mass<‘d such 
divisions as he choosevs, or using the Third Division of the Fighte(mth 
(3or])s, at Deep Bottom, for that ])urpose, for which it will temi>orai‘ily 
report to him, will make a like attack, substantially at the point wh(4‘e 
be attacked before in the late Cvssay across the Jaimes, and endeavor to 
carry the New Market road and the heights a<lja(ient, if he cannot 
turn them to the left without too great loss. If sueca^^ssful, and as soon 
as the way canb(‘ oi)ened, Ceneral Kaiitz’s eavab\y, having been mass<Ml 
neartln^ pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom, and <*rossing while the attack 
is going on, will imniediatidy imsli out, att<mi])t to cross the New 
Market road, turning Jhe enemy’s Ibrecs and left Hank, if possible, 
avoiding a fight as a prefin'enee, and attempt to reach the Central, or, 
as it is called in the country there, th(‘ Darbytown road. If vsuceessful 
in striking that road General Kautz is to make the utmost diligence 
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and celerity of inarcliiug up that road toward Eichmoiid, or if he fiuds 
himself opposed in such maimer as to render it advisable he will still 
farther flank to the right and strike the Charles City road, as both 
roadws lead into the city witliiii a mile of each other. 

li‘ General Ord is successful in passing the enemy’s line in his front 
he is to move right on up the Varina road and endeavor to reach the 
intrenched camp at Chalfln’s farm, and, if possible, to take it, and 
secure and destroy the pontoon crossing just above. Perhaps General 
Oi’d will find tlie better way to take the works at Chaffin’s farm is to 
pass them by the Varina road, or turn them near the house of J. Aiken, 
and ])ass to the rear, as the demoralization of their defoudors, if any 
got there from Johnson’s command, will be greater when they find 
themselves cut off from Eichmond. General Ord will observe that the 
Yarimi road runs within two miles of the river, and lie maybe annoyed 
by the enemy’s gun-boats, but they woidd seem to amount to anannoy- 
aii(*e only at that distance; yet an attempt to take the work would 
seem to be tlie most feasible fi‘om the northwest side of tlie salient 
extending in that direction, as there he will be entirely iirotected by 
the liigh bluff from the fiie of the enemy’s gun-boats. But much of this 
detail, of (‘oui\se, must be left to his discretion on the ground, which ho 
is enjoined to mse largely as to modes and places of attack. General 
Ord is expressly cautioned, however, to lose no time in attenii>ting to 
envolo]) Chaffin’s farm, but rather, if he (*aii take the line of works 
extending a<Toss his j)ath, to place what in his judgment may be 
a sufficient forcis wilh ord(n\s to intrench, so as to hold the bridge, and 
with the rest of his forces to i)ush up toward the New Market road, at 
thejuiudion of wiii(*h with the Varina road he will probably be met 
with some fore(‘, that being near the station of the cavalry. Jf Chaf- 
fin’s farm can be taken a force should be detached to hold it, although 
it becomes of minor im^iortaiice, except as a possible bridge-head for a 
new ])oiitoon bridge to be thrown, brought from the Appomattox; but 
that is a (juestiou of time. Leaving sufficient force to protect his rear 
from the enemy, crossing after striking the New Market junction, at 
which point it is hoped he will be joined by General Birney, who will 
have pro<*eoded uj) the New Market road, General Ord will move to 
the left and attempt to strike the Eichmond and Osborne old turnpike, 
and also to detach a force and destroy or hold the bridge next above, 
and procecil onward up that road until its junction with the New Mar- 
ket road, at wdiich point the only other force of the enemy is supposed 
to be found in tlui garrisons of tlie detached works. Again, an attempt 
shoxdd b(» made to destroy the bridges opposite Battery 23. If tliese 
bridges (*an be destroyed with reasonable celerity, there can be but lit- 
tle <loubt ol* the complete success of the movement. 

Meanwhile, General Birney will have moved by the Now Market 
road up to the point of intersection, wdiere it may be necessary to turn 
the works by a flank movement to the left in the direction marked on 
The map, “Cox,” but tbal, like tlie other method of attack, must be left 
largely to the discretion of General Birney. As soon as possible after 
the advance has been made from Deep Bottom, whether the attack is 
made by th(‘ Third Division of the Eighteenth Corps or a division of 
the Tenth Corps, the Third Division, under General Paine, will have 
liosition upon the left of General Birney’s column of march, so that 
when the junction is foimed with General Ord that division may 
report to liim, relieved from its temporary assignment to duty with 
the Tenth Corps. 
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The commanding general of the army will endeavor to keep him- 
self in communication with the corps commanders, so as to afford 
any direction, advice, or assistance that may be in his power, and 
by being kept advised ot* the movements of the one and the otlier 
of the corps commanders, as well as the command of Gcnieral Kautz, 
he maybe thus enabled to secure more perfect co-0])eratioii than would 
otherwise bo possible. If the movement is made with celerity; if the 
march is held uninterruptedly as much as possible, and if in the first 
attack the element ol unity of time is observed, Avhich has been greatly 
neglected in some of the movements of the army, we shall gain over 
the enemy, so far as any considerable re-enforceinents are concerned, 
some eight to twelve hours, and i)erhaps more of valuable time, which 
ought not to be lost, and which should bring us far on our journey in 
the twelve miles which we are to go. 

As the force of the enemy is so small, there will need be none of 
those delays for deployments which generally take so much time in 
movements on the enemy. If we are not mistaken in the force 
opposed to us, and if we are not we shall learn it very early, that 
force nor any other that may be got on that side of the liver for six 
hours need give us no alarm or trouble; nor, indeed, when the two 
corps have joined, need we fear any force which the enemy, by 
possibility can detach from his army without abandoning his position 
on the right altogether, in which case avc shall be likely to got 
re enforcements nearly as early as he will. ir])on ai)proa(‘hing the 
detached works at Richmond, if we are fortunate enough to succeed 
so far, as they will be found to be some three-quarters of a mile apart, 
and not connected with rilie-pits, and as tluy are all oxien in the rear, 
a quick movement of a small column of trooj)S betweem them will 
])ut them into the hands of the atta(*king party. Of eourse, receiving 
the lire of the heavy guns in position, which are manned by iiuix- 
perienced artillerists, and are therefore far less destructive than light 
guns in the same position, getting between two of their works, so as to 
get into the rear, would open the gates of Richmond. 

WHAT IS TO BE BONE IN RIOHMONB. 

Whatever division or other body of troops shall get into Riehinond 
it will be their duty immediately, without waiting for parl(\y or 
doing anything else, to proceed at once to the bridges a<*ros« iho. 
James River, seizing upon inhabitants to guide them for that pur- 
pose, if necessary, and destroy them. Eire is the readiest way of 
destroying bridges such as these are — of wooden spans. As soon 
as that destruction has been uecomplishcd, then, unless both columns 
and the cavalry (jolumn have reached the city, as large a body as can 
possibly be spared will be sent to open the way upon the road by 
which such tardy column is supposed to bo advancing, by a sharp 
attack upon any enemy opposing in the rear. No large body of troops, 
it is believed, will be needed for this purpose, as the enemy, under 
such circumstances, would make no stand. In case a portion of the 
troops reach Richmond, and the troops holding either bridge-head 
below Richmond are attacked, they are to hold the ground as long as 
I)ossible, having, the moment that they strike the i)oint Avhich they intend 
to hold, strengthened themselves by intrenchment as much as i)ossible, 
for which reason the battalion of engineers has been ordered to report 
to Major-General Ord and will be well at the ftont, furnished with their 
intrenching tools, In case the troops guarding the bridges are forced 
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back they will retire upon the position held by our army, not allowing 
the enemy to get between them and the main body. In case any por> 
tion of* the troox)s have reached liichmond, and those outsideareattacked 
by a force oi' the enemy, whieli they arc unable to resist, they will retire 
toward llichmond and not from it, it being intended, if the town is 
once reached, to hold it at all risks and at all hazards, and all commanders 
of divisions and others in advance are especially cautioned not to recog- 
nize or regard dags of truce, if any are sent, but, immediately re(*oivmg 
the bearer, to press on. It will be time enough to deal with flags of 
^truce after the object of the exi)edition is accomplished. 

DETAILS OF THE MARCH AND OF THE EQUIPMENT OF THE TROOPS. 

As SO mu(‘h depends upon the celerity of movement, and the distance 
over which we are to move is so short, the troops will leave everything 
except a single blanket rolled over their shoulders and haversack with 
three days’ cooked rations and sixty rounds of cartridges in their car- 
tridge-boxes and on their persons. All tents, camping eciuipage, and 
cooking utensils are to be left behind. NTo v agon will be allowed to 
cross the river Avithout orders from these headquarters. Tlie wagon 
trains, hoAvewer, Avill be sui)i)lied Arith six days’ rations and half-forage 
for the same time and forty rounds of extra amnuinition iier man, 
ready to start as soon as oidered. As this movement will necessarily 
be a failuie if it degenerates into an artillery duel, there is no neces- 
sity for any artillery to cross until alter the atteni])! to carry the first 
liiKi of Avorks, and then only such batteries as have been designated in 
the conversation between the commanding general and his corps com- 
manders. 

The tAVO batteries of horse artillery reporiing to General Kautz will 
cross and travel with him. Ambulances Avill be i)arked near the south- 
ern head of each pontoon bridge ready to be used when occasion re- 
quires. Hospital boats Avill be at Beep Bottom for the purpose of re- 
ceiving any Avound(‘d. General Kautz will take with him three days’ 
coolced rations per man and Avhat forage he can conveniently carry. 
Assuming that he is better mounted than the enemy’s cavalry, and 
fresh, he will have no difficulty in case it should be necessary to cut 
loose from the infantry column and circle the city avS far as may be 
necessary, remembering ahvays that celerity of movement in cavalry, 
in a far greater degi'ee than infantry, is tln^ principal means of success. 

The commanding general cannot refrain in closing these instructions 
from i)]*essing one or tAVO points upon the attention of corps commanders : 
FirsI, the necessity of being ready to move and moving at the moment 
designated; se(*ond, the fact that the commanding general is under no 
substantial mistake in regard to the force to be at first encountered, 
and therefore there is no necessity of time spent in reconn oitering o’r 
taking special care of the flanks of the moving columns. The com- 
manding general would also recommend to the coips commanders, as 
soon as it may be done with safety from discovering the movement, to 
impress upon each of the division commanders, with directions for them 
to transmit the information through their subordinates even to the 
])rivatcs, of the number and kind of troops avo are required to meet, so 
there maybe no panic from supposed flanking movements of the enemy 
or attacks in the rear, always a source of demoralization when the troops 
do not understand the force of the enemy. Let us assure and instruct 
our men that we are able to fight anything wo will find either in front 
Pf flank or iw? ‘wherever they may happen to be. 
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Lastly, the commanding general will recommend lor promotion to the 
next higher grade the brigadier-general eomiiuindiiig division, colonel 
commanding brigade, and so down to all officers and soldiers ot‘ the 
leading division, brigade, or regiment whi(*h first enters Richmond, and 
he doubts not that his recommendation will be approved by the lieu- 
tenant-general, and acted upon by the President, audit Eichinond is 
taken he will pledge to the division, brigade, or regiment iiivst entering 
the city, to each officer and man six months’ extra pay. While making 
this olier so general to officers and men, the commanding general de- 
sires to say that he has not included the major-generals commanding 
corps because he knows of no incentive whicili could cause them to do ‘ 
theii* duty with more promi>tness and efiicien(*y tlian they will do it. 

BENTJ. BUTLPRt, 
Major-Qcmral^ CommundUuj, 

(Coi)ies to Major-General Birney, commanding Tenlli Oor])s, and 
Brigadier-General Kautz, commanding division oJ* cavalry.) 


Headquarters Army of the eJAMES, 

ISeptombcr 1M)L 

Major-General Ord, 

Commnndbuf Eigliieenih Anmj Corps: 

You will make arrangeinonts for holding your line belwe(m the Ap- 
pomattox and th<^ Janies with the Provisional Brigade. I hav<^ taken 
from it only two battalions, which you report unfit for field duty, and 
shall add a regiment lo your moving column inst(‘ad. You can’ mov<‘, 
them at such time during the day, and sui)i)ly their pla<*(^, in such 
maimer as you see fit, with your Provisional Brigade and such otlnn* 
troops as you may necessary. You can move them at any time 
during the day. Their (exhibition on your line can do you no’harmj 
indeed, a little parade of them might aid. 

BEJSrJ. V. BITTLKK, 
Major-Qcneralj Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 
September 1861 — 10 a. m. (Re(‘cived 10.20 a. m.) 

Brigadier-General Paine, 

Commanding at Deep Bottom : 

Of course, you will use your discretion as to what trooi)s you will l(*av(^ 
behind that you think are not fit for servi(*e. Tlu^ two Vegiunmts at 
Pocahontas and Harrison’s Lauding will b(^. with you in the course of 
the day. General Birney will have a new regiment, which he will 
probably leave in your works. 

BBNJ. P. BUTLER, 

Major- 0 oner a /, Comm a n d i ng. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

S(ptember ^8^ 180 /. 

Brigadier-General Marston, 

Commanding at Fort Pocahontas: 

You will send with the utmost possible dispatch the two colored iTgi* 
ments to Deep Bottom to report to General Paine. They will not stop 
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at City Point, but proceed directly up tbe river. You will send the 
Eigbty-nintli New York to tbe wharf this side of the pontoon bridge, 
near the Point of Rocks. You will garrison your post with the forces 
that are left. Please send me any information you may have received 
during the day, even if it requires a special boat. 

BENJ. E. BUTLER, . 

Major-General, Gommandiny. 


Poet Pocahontas, Va., September jus, 1864. 
Major-General Bxjtlee: 

At the earliest possible moment I sent to recall the expedition sent 
out yesterday morning beyond the Ohickahominy. It has not yet re- 
turned, nor have I received any message from you as I expected to do. 
I have no water transportation here to move artillery or cavalry, and 
not daring to wait longer have sent forward the colored regiments and 
the Eighty-ninth New York, agreeable to the orders received last even- 
ing. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GILMAN MARSTON, 

Brigad ier- General. 


HEADtiTJAETEES AEMY OP THE JAMES, 

September 28, 1864. 

Colonel POTTEE, 

Commanding Frovisional Brigade: 

You will send two of your best companies to Bermuda Hundred, 
under a major, to relieve the Fortieth Massachusetts. Let it be done at 
once. 

E. O. 0. ORD, 

Major-G&)ieral of Volunteers, Commanding Corps. 


Headquaetees Eighteenth Aemy Ooeps, 

September 28, 1864. 

The commander of the Fortieth Massachusetts, on duty at Bermuda 
Hundred, will, with his regiment, report as soon as relieved to Colonel 
Potter at these headquarters. 

B. O. C. ORD, 

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Headquaetees Sbpaeate Beigade, 

Fort Pocahontas, Va., September 28, 1864. 

Major Lewis, 

Eighty-ninth New York Volunteers: 

Majoe: You will immediately embark your regiment on board the 
steamer Ella and proceed forthwith to Bermuda Hundred and report to 
the headquarters of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 
69 E E— YOL xxn, PT n 
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A.ny sm’plus arms you may have ou haad you will take along with you 
to Bermuda Hundi‘ed and turn them over to the ordnance officer attliat 
place. Surplus ammunition will he turned over to the commanding 
officer of the Thirty-eighth New Jersey Volunteers. 

By command of Brigadier-General Marston : 

J, E. EGLLONTON, 

Lieutenant and Acting AnHistant Adjutant-GeneraL 


Headquarters Separate BuicfAUE, 

Fort Focahontasj Ya., i^e 2 )f ember ISdl, 

Major Lewis, 

Fighty-ninth New Yorh: 

Major: Agreeably to orders Just received from Major-Cirencral But- 
ler, you will, instead of landing at Bermuda IIuiuIvctI, proceed up the 
A])poinattox and disembark at Broadway Landing, near the pontoon 
bridge. 

By command of Brig. Gen. G. Marston : 

J. E. EULLONTOJSf, 

Lieutenant and Acting A^m^tant AdjutanLGeneral, 


Bdqrs. Dex^t. oe Vluoxnia and North Oax^oiuna, 

In the Field, ideptemher ^ 6 ', ISGi, 

Brigadier-General Kautz, 

Commanding Camlry DlrlaUm: 

General: I find it impossible to eiiuip and mount the First Mary- 
land Cavalry in season. Therefore, I have ordered them to rt^port back 
to Major-General Birney. 

I have the honor to be, very res])ectfully, your olxMlient servant, 

BENJ. E. BUTLEB, 

Yepn'- General, Commanding. 


Washinoton, 1). O., HepUmher 2i>, — 9.10 a. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point, Va. : 

I hope it will lay no constraint on you, nor do harm any\\ ay, for jne 
to say I am a little afraid lest Lee sends re-enforcements to Early, and 
thus enables him to turn upon Sheridan. 

A. LINCOLN. 


Deep Bottom, September ^9, 1864—1.10 p. m. 

(Received 3.30 i). in.) 

President A. Lincoln: 

Your dispatch just received. I am taking steps to prevent Lee 
sending' re-enforcements to Early by attacking him here. Our advance 
is now within six miles of Richmond and have captured some very 
strong inclosed forts, some fifteen or more pieces of artillery and sov- 
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eral hundred prisoners. Although I have been at the front, I can give 
no estimate of our losses. About 600 wounded men, however, have 
been brought in. 

IT. S. GEAISTT, 

LieutenanP General. 


Ghaepin’s Farm, September 2D., 1861 — 10.15 a. m. 

(Eeceived 12.55 p. ni.^ 

Major-General Halleck, 

Washington : 

General Ord^s corps advanced this morning and carried the very 
strong fortifications and long line of intrenchments below Ghaffin^s 
farm, with some 15 i)iGces of artillery and from 200 to 300 prisoners. 
General Ord was wounded in the leg, though not dangerously. Gen- 
eral Birney advanced at the same time from Deep Bottom, and carried 
tlie New Market road and intrenchments and scattered the enemy in 
every direction, though he captured but few. He is now pushing on 
toward Eichmond. 1 left General Birney where the Mill road intersects 
the New Market and Eichmond roads. The whole country is filled 
with field fortifications thus far. 


U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Deei> Bottom, September 29^ 1864 — 1 p. m. 
Major-General Halleck, 

Washington : 

Kautz’s cavalry was in sight of Eichmond at last accounts, on the 
Darbytown road. A division of infantry has been sent to his support. 
1 did not expect to carry Eichmond, but was in hopes of causing the 
enemy so to weaken the garrison of Petersburg as to be able to carry 
that place. The great object, however, is to prevent the enemy send- 
ing re-enforcements to Eaily. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 29^ 1861 — 9.30 a. m. (Sent 10.35 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

De^ Bottom: 

Warren reports four regiments infantry (rebel) moving down Squirrel 
Level road. Gregg has sent commands toward Eeams’ Station, and is 
moving on the Wyatt road, feeling for the enemy’s left. Signal officers 
report the enemy having struck their camps in the vicinity of the lead- 
works, but no movement perceptible. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 

The operator will inquire whether General Grant has left City Point. 
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Enemy’s Eerst Line, September 29^ 180i — 9.S0 a. m. 

(Eeceived 10.35 a. lu.) 

Major-General Meade: 

We are now on enemy’s first line. General Orel lias carried Oliaffin’s 
farm. Oiu' lines still advancing. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

O. E. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^ tto. 


nEADQUARTEBS ARMY OE THE POTOMAO, 

September 20, 1864 — 12 m. 

General TJ. S. Grant: 

The following dispatch, has just been received from Major Fisher^ 
chief signal officer: 


General Humphreys: 


Station near Friend's House, 

Septemher SO, 1S64 — il.40 a, m. 


A column of troops numhering about 2,000 has just passed toward Richmond on a 
side road along the Richmond turnpike. Trains wci*e moving upon the turnpike at 
the same time, and are stiU moving. At present a well c*losc<l up column is entering 
Petersburg at the cross-roads. There were at least 4,000 in this column; I did not 
see the head of it. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Majw' md Chief Signal Office^', 


General Meade has gone to General Warren’s headquarters. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Aaaistant Adjutant- QeneraL 


General Meade: 


Tn the Field, 

Junction of Varina and New MarJeet Jioads^ 

[September 29, 1861] — 12,15 p, m. 


Signal officer reports train of sixteen cars, heavily loaded with troops, 
from Petersburg to Eichmoud. 


BENJ. F. BUTLBE, 

Major- OeyieraJ. 


Deep Bottom, September 29, 1861—1.80 p. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

Ee-enforcements are beginning to come fi*om Petersburg. I doubt 
whether it will be advisable for you to make any advance this evening, 
but this I leave to your judgment. The works carried this morning are 
very formidable, equal to Warren’s inclosed works. One that I was in 
had two 8 or 9 inch columbiads and a number of small rifle guns, besides 
one 100-pounder Parrott. Since writing the above 1 have receivc^l re- 
ports of large forces moving from Petersburg toward Eichmoud. if 
this continues it may be well for you to attack this evening. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 29^ 1864 — 3,80 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Gregg lias been out in a westerly and soutliwesterly direction, and 
on each road has found the enemy in force. A reconnaissance in 
Ferrero’s front between the Jerusalem plank road and Strong house 
lound the enemy^s works occupied in force. Signal officers report no 
movement or change in the enemy in our front. Under these circum- 
stances, I take it the troops seen going to Eichmoiid are Hoke^s division, 
Avhich was in reserve on the enemy’s left. I shall not therefore make a 
movement to the left to-day, as it would hardly amount to anything, it 
being now so late. I have, however, sent a brigade of infantry to re- 
connoiter at Poplar Spring Church, where the enemy are reported in- 
trenched. I have also sent out parties to hunt for road, and shall be 
prepared to advance at daylight to-molTow^ We are all delighted to 
hear of the brilliant success of the movements to-day. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 29j 1804 — 3,55 p, on, (Sent 4.30 p. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Gi^ant : 

The following has just been received from the chief signal officer : 


IlEAnQXJABTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

September 39, 1S64. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: • 

In addition to the troops reported moving in and out of Petersburg, a body of 
about 1,000 infantry and 200 cavalry moved southward from Petersburg about 1 p. ni. 
At 3.30 p. m. a column of about 3,000 infantry moved toward Richmond on a road 
about one mile northwest from Petersburg. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistaoit Adjvtaoit-Geneo^al, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Septeonber 29, 1864, 

Lieut. Gen. XT. S. Grant : 

The following is forwarded for your information: 

5 P. M. 

Two batteries of artillery have moved toward Richmond, passing a point about 
one mile northwest of Petersburg, also a herd of cattle. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutemt- General, 
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IlEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 

Seiitemhcr Z9j ISGi, 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Following sent for your information: 


Major-General Humphreys: 

Several batteries of artillery passed on the road toward Richmond this evening. 
The several lookouts reimrt that movements of some character weie taking* xdacc in 
the western edge of the city almost all the afternoon. Dust was constantly risiuo, 
but the cause could not be distinguished. Trains wore passing at intervals through 
the entire afternoon ui the direction of Richmond, as seen at several points upon the 
turnpike northwestward of the city of Petersburg. 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Offiar. 


S. WILLIAMS, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
S^temher ZO, 1864 — 10.30 p. m. (Sent 11.15 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Gregg after Ms reconnaissance returned to Colonel Wyatt’s, where, 
about 4 p. m., he was attacked by Hampton, with whom lie had quite a 
sharp affair till dark, having one piece of artillery disabled; casualties 
not great. A brigade of infantry was sent to his support, but was not 
engaged. The infantry brigade sent to Poplar Spring Church found 
the enemy in position and in for(*c, their artillery commanding the 
road leading westward from the church. Hancock reports the enemy 
moving on the road from Petersburg to Port Walthall, threatening our 
right on the Appomattox. My signal officer reports that not over 
7,000 infantry have been observed moving toward Eichmond, and that 
nearly 5,000 have moved to our left. I do not see indications sulKcient 
to justify my making an attempt on the South Side Eailroad. I find I 
can only raise 16,000 men in the four divisions of the Fifth and NTinth 
Corps, whereas when I took the Weldon railroad I had six divisions of 
these two corps, and afterward two divisions of the Second Corps. I 
can throw a force out to Poplar Spring Church, and engage the enemy, 
if you deem advisable, but this will only be extending our lines with- 
out a commensurate object, unless the engaging the enemy is so 
deemed. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General 


City Point, Va., September 29^ 1864—11.80 p. m. 
Major-General Meade: 

You need not move out at daylight in the morning, but be prepared 
to start at, say, 8 o’clock, if you find the enemy still fui*ther reduced, 
or if ordered. I will start up to Deep Bottom at 5 a. m., and may bo 
able to judge of the force sent to the north side by the cjiemy. When 
you do move out I think it will be advisable to maneuver to get a good 
position from which to attack, and then if the enemy is routed follow 
him into Petersburg, or where cfrcumstances seem to dirc^ct. I do not 
think it advisable to try to extend our line to the South Side road, 
unless a very considerable part of the enemy is drawn across the 
James, and then only when we are able to withdraw Ihitler’s force 
rapidly and send it to you. 

U. S. GKANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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llEAD(itJAETEBS ElG-nfEETTTn ARJtV TORPH, 

iieptembet' 29, 1861. (Eeceivfctl T.I5 p. in;) 

G-eneral MEadb: 

A tliird train of seventeen cars, loaded with troo])s, is reported going 
toward Richmond, and an empty train of twenty-six g'oing’ back. 

B. O. 0. OED, 


plank Road Sig-nal SiatIoN, 

Se^teMher 29, 1864 — 5,43 a, nh 

Maj. B. F. PiSHEE: 

The troops behind the works between the lead-works and large fort 
west of the Weldon railroad have taken down their tents, but have not 
yet made any movement. All quiet; no change at other points of their 
line. 

H. W. FULTOir, 

Sergedni. 


llEADQtTARTEES AeMY Ol? THE PoTOMAC, 

depiember 29, 186 i. 

Major-General Humpheeys, 

Chief of 8taf^: 

General: The station at the Walthall house reports; 

A camp of infantry west of the’ town (^Petersburg) and distant from it about one 
mile, containing about three regiments, has disappeared since last evening. Enemy 
still working on new ibrt near Port Clifton. ^ 

Very respect hilly, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer. 


Station neab Friend’s House^ 

September 186 i — 7.15 a. m. 


Major Fisher: 

Hio visible change Ibis a. in. (hinnot see movement of any nature. 

JOEI>A]Sr, 

Sergeant. 


, F'riend’s IIOXTSE, September 29^ 1804 — 1;2.S0 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Signal Officer: 

A column of about 1,000 infantry and 200 cavalry just came in at 
cross-roads and moved west of city. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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Near Friend’s House, Repiemher iSOi — 1 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer : 

Another column of infantry has just passed over same road and in 
same direction as those last reported; were fifteen minutes in i>ass- 
ing: two pieces of artillery were with the column. 

JOED AN. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 29^ 1801. (Sent 3.50 p. in.) 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffi: 

General: I have the honor to forward the following disiiatches: 

Plank Road— 12.25 j). m. 

A column of infantry (six regiments) and a battery of artillery moved toward 
Petersburg on tbe Weldon railroad. They first appeared from the woods on the 
right of the large fort and west of the railroad. More than the usual stir of foot- 
men and mounted men on road leading westward from large fort within the past two 
hours. 


Station near FRIEND^s House. 

A column of infantry moved out of Petersburg at 1 i>. ni., coming toward their 
right in the rear of Cemetery Hill. It was upon the same road upon which the 
column moved into the city at 11.40 this morning and numbered about as many men, 
but was moving in the opposite dheetion. I think it to be the same body of troops. 
Since then one regiment moved into the city and shortly afterward a similar number 
returned toward their right, passing out of bight in the rear of Cemetery Hill. 

Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and CJiief Signal Officer. 


Station near Gibbons’ House, 

Septmber 39, 1864 — 1.30 p. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

I liave reported column of troops moving toward rear of Cemetery 
Hill. It is moving on same road as column while you were here, but in 
inecisely opposite direction. It is about same size column as one you 
saw moving to right and I think it is the same, since one regiment has 
moved into town to right, and soon after same, or similar, returned over 
same road to left. 

A. O'. JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


Station near Friend’s House, 

Heptember 29, 1864 — 2.45 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

About 600 infanti’y moved from city out at cross-roads toward rear 
of Cemetery Hill. Heavy dust all along west of city j think it moves to 
our left. 


JORDAN, 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Se^temh&r 29, 1864. 

Major Fisher: 

Captain Thickstun, at the Avery house, reports that at 3.15 this p. m. 
about 3,000 enemy’s infantry ])assed on the north side of Petersburg 
toward our right, having apparently gone from this side of the river 
above the city ; at 3.45 about 2,000 more passed, with battery of artillery ; 
4 o’clock, forty-four wagons and ambulances passed. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Captain and Signal Officer, 


Station near Friend’s House, 

September 29, 1864 — 4.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher; 

Enemy’s wagon trains moving north on Eichmond pike almost con- 
tinuously this p. m. A small ambulance ti'ain just moved south into 
city on same road. Dust still heavy south and west of city. 

JOED AN. 


Headquarters Second Corps, 

Signal Station, September 29, 1861 — 1.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Sergeant Holman reports four regiments of infantry have just passed 
open space on Eichmond road, going to our right; and Captain Thick- 
stuu reports that forty-four wagons, a herd of cattle, and three bat- 
teries have passed since his last report. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

Septetnber 29, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Offiieer, Headquarters Army of the Potomac; 

This evening, as soon as practicable, make out a report of all the 
statements of the signal officers respecting the movements of troops to- 
day, giving the hours at which seen and the stations from which the 
report was received. 

A. A. HHMPHEEYS, 
Major-Ge)ieral and Chief of Staff. 


September 29, 1864—6 p. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Two 01 three thousand infantry, thirty wagons, a herd of cattle, and 
throe batteiies have passed since last report. 

I. S. LYON, 

Signal Officer, 
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ITeadquahtebs Army oe the Potomac, 

September 29^ 1861. (Sent 5 J5 p. m.) 

Major-General Hempebeys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General ; In addition to tlie column of about 3,000 infantry reported 
moving toward Eichmond on road northwest of Petersburg, about 2,000 
passed on the same road and direction at 4 p. m.} also for fcy -four 
wagons and ambulances. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHEE, 

Major and Chief Signal Offcevi 


Walthall Signal Station, 

September 29^ 1864. — 6 p. nU 

Major Fisher, 

Chief Signal Officer: 

All infantry camp, containing about one regiment, to our left of the 
lead-works and about half a mile from it, lias disappeared. The fol- 
lowing have been intercepted: 


Colonel B[rknt] : 

One regiment of infantry and seventeen wagons passed open space going toward 
Bermuda Hundred. One gun -boat above i)ontoon. 

J. A. S., 

At C. 

(Same to A. B.) 


Colonel B[rent] : 

Tbe enemy are pitching a camp to our left of CobVs. 


(Same to A. B.) 


3 1\ M. 

J. A. S., 

At 0. 


Colonel B[RE3srT]: 


5.45 r. M. 


The enemy have pitched tents in the works in open space to our loft of Cobb’s. 
They are building winter (quarters on Mr. Gilliam’s farm. Two gun-boats abo\o 
pontoon. 


(Same to A. B.) 


S., 

Sergeant, at 0. 


Very respectfally, 


H. W. HOLMAN, 

Sirgemt. 


Hdqrs. Aemt op the Potomac, Signal Department, 

Septetnber 29, 1864. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

GMef of Staff: 

General: Tlie following dispatch from the plank road station is 
respectfully forwarded: 


6.30 p. M. 

At STUiset a coltinui of infantry ootnmencpd pa’isiup; in front of largo fort near 
Weldon, railroad bearing to the right, our right; also a battery of artillery. They 
first appeared coming fi'om tho woods on tbe right of the fort, and were only visible 
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whilst passing in front of the fort; were about twenty-five minutes in passing. 
A train of wagons and ambulances accomi)anicd thorn. No change at other points 
of enemy ^s line seen from this point. The tents reported taken down this morning 
wore not again put up, and the troops at thati)oint joined the column reported at 2.25 
p. m. as moving toward Petersburg. 

It is doubtful which way this column moved. They could as readily 
have turned southward around the fort mentioned and then taken the 
Squirrel Level road, or continued down along* the railroad, as to have 
taken the road toward Petersburg. I have sent for further information. 
Other columns coming from the same location have heretofore moved 
around the fort as above stated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


Fort Davis, Seffiember 29^ 1864. 

[Major Fisher:] 

The column of troops and train of ambulances and wagons men- 
tioned in last report were apparently moving to the right, our right, in 
report bearing to the right.” They could only be seen whilst passing 
in front of the large fort, as they disappeared in the woods immediately 
after i)assing the northeast corner of the fort, and were not visible again 
on the road leading to Petersburg. They were moving slowly, and the 
column appeared to be well closed up, although it could not be seen 
distinctly on account of the smoke and darkness. There were more 
ambulances than wagons in the train, twenty-five or thirty in all, which 
moved with the column, but moved faster. 

H. W. FULTON-, 

Sergeant. 


City Point, September 29, 1864. 

(Received 8.45 a. m.) 

General A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Your dispatch received. I shall at once send out thirty men to 
Birchett’s, one mile and a half east of Bailey^s Creek crossing, and an 
equal force the same distance south on the Prince George Court-House 
road, but they may risk capture by cavalry, as I have not a mounted 
mail to send out. Will you please apprise me what force, if any, on 
these roads will connect these pickets with your lines. 

H. W. BENTHAM, 

. Brigadier ’ General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 29, 1864. (Sent 9.18 a. m.) 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding Engineer Brigade, City Point: 

The parties you have scut out in advance will not be exposed to any- 
thing but guerrillas, who will scarcely venture so far in. You cannot 
make any connection with the pickets of the army. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Sej^temher 20^ 186L (Eeceived G.45 a. in.) 

General Williams: 

The enemy made an attack with 200 or 300 men on left of i)icket‘line 
First Division last night, hut accomplished nothing but the capture of 
one man, who afterward escaped. One man of Twenty-eiglirli Massa- 
chusetts deserted to the enemy this morning. He cannot know much, 
excci)t as to issue of ammunition, &c. The First Division picket heard 
infantry and artillery moving in the night, but were unable to ascer- 
tain the nature of the movement. General Mott, Third Division, 
thought last night that the enemy had taken up their second line in his 
front, holding their first with a thin line, but could not ascertain any- 
thing definite. He could see one gun in the large fort immediately in 
front of Fort Sedgwick. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-QoieraJ. 

(Forwarded to General Grant.) 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

September 29, 1864. (Eeceived 7.10 a. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

A deserter from Twenty-seventh North Carolina came into my line 
at the Norfolk railroad this mornnig. He has been in only four wcidcs 
and knows nothing whatever, except that his regiment is in the rifle- 
pits. 

WINFD S. HANCOCK, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
Sqftember 29, 1864 — 3.40 p. m. (Eeceived 4 p. m.) 
General Williams: 

The enemy are reported as forming a line behind the fort opposite 
Fort Stedman. The information comes from Colonel Lynch, command- 
ing brigade of First Division. The information is not sulludently 
definite to give me much apprehension of an attack. 1 am having the 
matter examined. 

WINPD S. HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 29:, 1864 — 8.16 p. m. (Eeceived 3.50 p. m.) 
General Humphreys: 

This report just received from General Miles, but it fails to state 
the hour; supposed to be the same troops reported from the signal 
station: 


First Division, Smcond Army Cori»s, 

September' eo, 1804, 

Major Bingham, 

Acthig Assistant Adjutant-General: 


1 have the honor to report that some maneuvering by the enemy — ^parties, ranging 
from a regiment to a “brigade — Shaving been observed <luring the day, I have strength- 
ened the Iront line of my left brigade with about 125 men, and my center brigade 
with about 450 men. 


N. A. MILES, 
Brigadier- Gen eral. 
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a communication just received from Colonel Lynch, First Brigade. 
Captain Mckei', the officer mentioned in it, observed the enemy moving apparently 
to our lolt, before he left the line of works, going down the river t\vo or three miles. 
He ohsei^ea the heavy column mentioned in the dispatch as moving to our right. 
Heniadonis observation ffiom the Mills house, where a good view was observed. I 
recommoud that a signal station he established there m the morning. I consider 
it evident that the movements to our left observed to-day were intended to mis- 
lead us, <in(l that they are now moving a considerable force to our right. 
RospectfuUy, ^ ^ 

N. A. MILE8, 
Brigadier~0&ii eral. 


[Inclosure J 


First Brigade, First Division, Second Army Corps, 

. ^ Sepfemlcr ^9, 2864 — 6.45 p. m. 

Captain Driver: 

Captain Ricker, of my staff, reports having seen, horn the lookout near the Mills 
house, a heavy coluiim of the enemy’s infantry moving on the road from Petersburg 
to Port Walthall toward our right. He watched the column for fifteen minutes 
where it showed in an open space, both ends being concealed in the woods. 

JAMES C. LYNCH, 
Colonel, Commatidmg. 


wmwT> s. 


HANCOCK, 
Major- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

8e})tember ^9, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

GeOTRAL: The major-gonoral coniinanding directs me to inform you 
that he understands you desire a battery in a certain place. There is 
but one reserve battery, but in case you are attacked to-night it will 
be placed in the position you desire. 

I am, general, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

11. II. BINGHAM, 

Major, Judge- Advocate and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Friend House Sional Station, 

September 29, 1804 — 10.45 p. m. 

General Hancock: 

Rome picket and artillery tiring on both sides. No attack. All 
quiet. MILES, 

General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps, 

September 29, 1804. 

Brigade commanders will impress on the minds of their men on 
picket to-uight the necessity of the utmost vigilance. Any sign of 
movement on the part of the enemy will be promptly reported to these 
head<iuarters, and one-half of their command will be constantly awake 
during the night and kept under arms. 

By command of Brevet Major-General Mott: 

3. P. FINKBLMEIEE, 

Assistemt Adjutant-General. 
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Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

f^ej)temher 29^ 1864, 

Division commanders and the commander of the Artilloiy Brigade 
are directed to have all the ti'oops of their command under arms at 4 
a. m. to-morrow, the 3()th instant. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. n. BINGHAM, 

Major and Acting xlssistant Adjiitant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

Sej^teniber 29^ 1861. 

Division commanders and commander of the Artillery Brigade, to- 
gether with subordinate commanders, are permitted to pitch th(‘ir 
tents. The circular relative to the troops being under arms at 4 a. in. 
will bo considered as still in force, but the tents of commanders need 
not be struck until further orders. 

By order of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Major^ Judge-Advocate and Acting Ansistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brioade, Second Army Corps, 

September 29^ 1864. 

Maj. H. H. Bincham, 

Acting Assistant Ad jtit ant- General, Second Corps: 

Major: I have the honor to report that during the day very little 
firing occurred on the line. Two or three of the enemy^s working i>ar- 
ties were opened on, compelling them to stop work. About S.30 ]). m. 
the enemy^s picket-line on the left opened a heavy fire which soon 
ceased. The enemy then oiiencd with artillery along nearly the whole 
line, which was vigorously returned. The Chesterfield battery fired a 
few good shots into Fort McGilvery, Battery 7, and Batteiy (>. At 
about 9 p. m. the enemy advanced their skirmish line in front of Lieu- 
tenant Dauchy’s (Twellth New York) battery. He opened with canister 
and shell and the line retired. Casualties, one man of the Eleventh 
New York Battery killed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. HAZAED, 

Major, Commanding. 


Halifax Eoad Signal Station, 

September 29, 1861 — 7,30 a. m. 

Lieutenant Colonel Locke, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

At G.45 a. m. four regiments of infantry, numbering in all about 1,000 
men, passed the W. Davis house, on the Squirrel Level road, moving 
southward. No unusual activity in the enemy’s works on plank load 
west of the toll-gate. 

CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain, Signal Corps, 

(Forwarded to General Humphreys.) 
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September 29, 1864— 4.o0 p, m. 

[Colonel Moroan, 

Chief of Staff:] 

Colonel : The Tree Station, near Friend’s house, reports that enemy’s 
wagon trains have been moving north on Eichmond pike almost con- 
tinuously this p. in. Small ambulance train just moved south into city 
on same road. Dust still heavy south and west of city. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Ga^ptain and Signal Officer. 


September 29, 1864 — 4.30 p. m. 

Colonel Moroan, 

Chief of Staff: 

Signal station at Walthall house reports that four regiments of 
infantry have just i)assed open space on Eichmond road going to our 
right. Captain Thicks tun lepoits that forty-four wagons, a herd of 
cattle, and three batteries have iiassed since his last report. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 
September 29^ 1801 — 8.20 p. m. (Eeceived 8.25 p. m.) 

General Humphreys: 

Two deserters have just come in from Lane’s brigade. They left their 
camp this morning. At that time it was understood that Lane’s and 
Scales’ brigades were to be withdrawn north of Petersburg. They did 
not know what for. McLaws’ division, they say, left about eight days 
ago. 

G. X. WAEREX, 

• Major’ General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Nfo. 43. ) September 29^ 1861. 

I. The entire command will be prepared to move precisely at 5.30 a. 
m. to-morrow, 30th instant. 

II. General Griffin will withdraw all his pickets south of the road 
leading to Poplar Spring Church. All his other pickets and those of 
General Ayres and General Crawford will remain. 

III. General Griffin will have the advance, to be followed by General 
Ayres. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade will accompany General Ayres’ 
division. Xo guards will be left in the camps. The wagons will be 
parked between corps headquarters and the Gurley house. One bat- 
tery will follow General Griffin’s division, the remainder will follow the 
corps. 

IV. All the pioneers of the corps will be at these headquarters at 
5.30 a. m. No wagons of any description (ambulances and ordnance 
wagons included) will accom])any the cohimu. The movement will 
determine very soon whether or not the wagons, &c., will be needed. 
They can then be sent for. 
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V. Brigadier-General C<rawford will be left in command of the troops 
in tliis locality and will make his headquarters at this liouse. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistaoit Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemher 29^ 1864 — 1,45 ]). m. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin, 

Commanding First Division: 

General : The probabilities are that we may have to move very 
soon. Yon will withdraw all your pickets east of the raih*oad and 
direct them to join their commands. Our operations on the north side 
of the James Eiver are succeeding, and the enemy is moving tro()i)s 
from Petersburg to Eichmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 

Ass ista nt Ad jti ta n t- Gen era J, 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemher 29, 1864 — 2,45 m. 

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: Brigadier-General Baxter’s brigade is to be detached to 
make a reconmussance out toward Poplar Spring Church. Inform 
your brigade commander nearest the fort on the left of this movement, 
so that he can be prepared to defend the fort, if necessary, but which 
is not at all probable. Ko one need be put into the fort until needed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters First Diyision, Fifth Army Corps, 

^September 29, 1864, 

Lieut. Col. P. T. Looke, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Army Corps : 

Colonel: General Orders, Ko. 43, have been received. Paragra])h 
2 is so indefinite that I cannot understand to what extent I am to with- 
draw my pickets, for I do not know where Poplar Spring Church is. 
General Ayx‘es connects with the right of my line, which r(‘sts at the 
l^owers house and extends one mile and a half to the left 1o the rail- 
road on the line designated by General Warren. What portion of this 
line do I relieved 

Very respectfully, youx* obedient servant, 

OH AS. GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Septemher 29 ^ 1864. 


Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin, 

Gommanding Fimt Division: 


General : In reply to your communication just received, I liave the 
honor to state that the portion of your picket-line to be withdrawn is 
that south of a line running due west from Fort Dushane and inter- 
secting the picket-line in that direction. 

Very respectfully, youi* obedient servant, 

- FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneml. 


Circular.] Hdqrs. First Brio., Third Div., Sth Army Corps, 

September 29^ 1864. 

This command will be in readiness to move at 5.30 a. m. to-morrow. 
All wagons will be loaded and parked between the Gurley house and 
corps headquarters. All the pioneers will report at corps headquar- 
ters at 5 a. m. The troops will be awakened at 4.30 a. in. and have 
breakfast. The line will be formed on the road leading past these 
headquarters at 5.20 a. in., as follows — ^first, Sixth and Second Wis- 
consin Volunteers; second, Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers; third, Kiiie- 
teenth Indiana Volunteers; fourth, Twenty-fourth Michigan Volun- 
teers; fifth. One hundred and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers ; 
sixth, One hundred and fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers; seventh, 
One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. The shaij)- 
shooters will report at these headquarters at 5.20 a. in. The jiickets 
will not be withdrawn. 

By command of BrigadieivGeneral Bragg: 

E. A. ANDEEWS, 

Acting Assistant Adjiotant- General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 
September 29^ 1864 — 11 a. m. (Eeceived 11.35 a. in.) 
Major-General Humphreys: 

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired along my 
lines during the iiast twenty-four hours, excepting the firing on the 
picket-line at about 9 last evening. It occurred about the time of 
relieving xiickets, and doubtless the new troops of the Third Division 
fired a great deal more than would have been done by old troops. As 
one of the brigades of the Second Division had moved in plain view in 
the luorniug close in rear of the main line at the plank road the enemy 
were probably feeling our lines in that vicinity. There were no casual- 
ties and the line has been unusually quiet there since. 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Camp near Jones^ Eouse^ September 29, 1861. (Eeceived 12 m.) 
Captain Youngman: 

I have the honor to report that I sent out a small party this morning 
in front of the First Brigade with a staff officer. He reports having 
approached to within 202 yards of the enemy’s works and could see but 
70 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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five men; appealed to be cavalry, as they bad no arms, and horses were 
picketed in their vicinity. The pits in front of works unoccupied. He 
was able to see about half a mile of their work and only the five men 
on the line. 

EDWD. FEEREEO, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 

Septeniber 29, 1861, 

General Parke : 

I have the honor to report that I made a reconnaissance in force witli 
Twenty-seventh tF. S. Colored Troops, 750 strong; discovered their 
main line in rear of the one seen by the officer this morning. They 
have a siarong line of works, with two forts plainly visible from the 
point reached by my force, filled with troops. Did not advance, not 
deeming it advisable. Have returned to camp. 

EDWD. EEEEEEO. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29, 1864 — 7 «. «i. (Eecoived 8.15 a. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

I am moving on the Wyatt road hoping to find some cross-road by 
which I can get to the Vaughan road and across to the Eowanty Creek. I 
have sent a force to dash upon Eeains’ Station to drive oil' or capture 
what is there. If I cannot find a road to the Eowanty I will demon- 
strate toward Poplar Spring Church or wherever I find the enemy. 

D. MoM. GEBGG, 

Brigadier- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 29, 1864 — 8.30 a. m. (Sent 0.05 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General Gregg, 

Commanding Cavalry on the Wyatt Road : 

(Through Fifth Corps Headquarters.) 

Your dispatch of 7 a. m. just received. Probably you may not be able 
to pass out on the Poplar Spring Chui’ch road beyond the Scpiirrel 
Level road as the enemy have rifie-pits there across Peebles’ field and 
a battery under cover. If you do not move on the roads loading soutli- 
west fi:om the Vaughan road you may find cross-roads or get across the 
country south of the Poplar Spring road. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Mayor-General and Chief of iStaff. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. (Received 1 p. m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

A citizen reports General Hampton reviewing his cavalry to-day 
about throe miles west of Reams’ Station. Drove the enemy’s cavalry 
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beyond Beams’ Station a mile, then found his force strong; have driven 
cavahy pickets to the Yaughan road near Wilkinson’s. Will cross a 
force there toward the Boydton road. 

D. McM. GBEGG, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers. 


IIeadquar^ees Second Division, Oa valet Corps, 
September 29^ 1864 — 10,45 a. m. (Eeceived 12,05 p, m.) 
Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

On theYaughan road beyond Wilkinson’s and toward the Boydton road 
tlie enemy’s cavalry offer considerable opposition to our advance. The 
country is very wooded, making it easy for a very inferior force to 
detain us, I do not get much information from prisoners, as they are 
generally strangers in these parts. 

D. McM. GBEGG, 
Brigadier- General of VoUmteers. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29^ 1861 — 12.12 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Botomae : 

My advance at Armstrong’s, near Hatcher’s Bun, destroyed the tele- 
graph line from Petersburg to Stony Creek, chopping down the poles, 
&c. Where the Yaughan road crosses Hatcher’s Bun is a camp of 500 
dismounted cavalry; these furnish reserves for the mounted cavalry. 
A brigade of mounted cavalry was met at the same point, and the force 
increasing. A strong effort is being made to reach the road (plank), 
but I do not think we will reach it, having tried as much as possible. 
I will withdraw to Wyatt’s and try the enemy toward Poplar Spring 
Mfeeting] Hfousel. 

D. MoM. GBEGG, 
Brigadier-General^ U. S. Army. 

A few prisoners captured j&om the dismounted cavahy. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29 ^ 1864 — 1.45 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Botomae: 

My advance reached the intersection of works near Miss Pegram’s; 
there learned of a force of infantry half a mile beyond that, I presume 
at Peebles’. The lucsence of a large force in rifle-i)ibs at the crossing 
of Hatcher’s prevented a sufficient force from being detached to push 
beyond Miss Pegram’s. The presence of the infantry also made itim- 
l)racticable. The road leading from Wyatt’s to Poplar Spring Church 
is heavily barricaded and picketed. I have withdrawn my force to the 
vicinity of Wyatt’s, and do not think any further results can bo 
produced in this direction. 

D. MoM. GBEGG, 
Brigadier- General^ U. S. Army. 
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29^ 186d. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General : The force mentioned on the south side of Hatcher’s Eun, 
where the telegraph road crowsses it, is that of dismounted cavalry, as 
reported by prisoners captured ; cavalry that have no horses at all. No 
line of intrenchment was seen about Miss Pegram’s. Some cavalry 
still in my front and some firing on the Dinwiddie road toward Eeams’ 
Station, where I have a regiment. 

Eespectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-Oencral, U. 8. Army. 

The telegraph line on the road by Armstrong’s was completed three 
or four days ago. Mr. Armstrong says that at times there is consider- 
able wagoning of forage on the telegraph. The only wagon that passed 
to-day we captured; it belongs to a blockade-runner. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General: The enemy have attacked me in my front in considerable 
force. I think I will have no difiiculty in repulsing the attack. The 
enemy use two pieces of artillery. One of my guns has been dis- 
abled. 

Very respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General^ Cf. S. Army. 

6.10 p. M. 

The firing has died out somewhat. Send this by my orderly, so as to 
show the infantry brigade where to go. 

W. W. SANDEES, 

Captain, &e. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 29, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General:’ Just before dark the enemy made a very determined 
attack upon my line. All quiet now. The brigade of infantry has 
been ordered back to General 'Warren’s position by General Griffin. I 
will hold the Wyatt road and Beams’ Station road strongly, and get 
my command back to their horses near the railroad. In the affair this 
evenmg my force engaged was entirely dismounted. The enemy showed 
very few horses, but still I think the attack was made by dismounted 
cavalry. I cannot give the number of my casualties, but I do not 
think it will be large. The enemy was very strong in }ny front and on 
my left flank. 

Xours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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IlEADQtrAETEES FePTH AEMY OOEPS, 
S^teniber 29, 1864 — 8M0 p. m. (Eeceived 9,05 p. m.) 
G-eneral Htjmpheets: 

General Gregg will hold as far out as Colonel Wyatt’s and nearly to 
Eeams’ Station with Davies’ brigade, and move the other brigade a 
short distance in rear and try to get water. His command bas not 
been watered since yesterday. He will send orderlies to General War- 
ren’s headquarters. 

J. C. BATES, 

Captain and Acting Aide-de-Ca/>np. 


Heaeqtjaetebs Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

S^tmiber 39, 1864. 

Col. C. H. Smith, 

Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division Cavalry : 
Colonel : The general commanding directs that you at once move 
your brigade, taking your battery, to the Perkins house, on the Weldon 
railroad, and there mass and await further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

H. C. WBIE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Deep Bottom, Septembei' 39, 1864 — 9.30 a. m. 

Colonel Paeeee, 

Military Secretary of General Grant: 

Just arrived here. Enemy’s first line taken without firing a gun. 
ETo particulars. 

O. E. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c. 


Geovee’s House, September 39, 1864 — 8.30 a. m. 

(Eeceived 0.30 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

City Point, Va. : 

Birney has advanced from Deep Bottom and taken the main line of 
works at the signal tower, Kew Market Heights, which commands the 
road, and is advancing. This lets out Kautz, who is starting. By 
means of cavalry we have communicated across to Ord’s column, who 
Colonel Eand, of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, reijorts to have 
carried the enemy’s main line of works in his front and is advancing 
rapidly. Paine’s division took their line handsomely, with considerable 
loss. 

BEKJ. P. BUTLEE, 

Major-Gmeral. 


Signal Hill, Va., Sq>tember 39, 1864—13 m. 
Major-General Butler: 

After riding forward to what was General Bimey’s front at the time, 
the intersection of New Market and Mill roads, I turned to the left and 
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visited tlie -works captured by the Eigbteentli Oor])s. From there I 
returned to Signal Hill, expecting to meet you. Being desirous of 
keeping in communication with General Meade, I shall now return to 
Deep Bottom, where any communications will reach me. If our trooiis 
do not reach Eiclunond this afternoon, my opinion is it will be unsafe 
to spend the night north of the enemy’s lo-w^er bridge. I think it ad-vis- 
able to select a line now to which the troops can be brought back 
to-night, if they do not reach Richmond. 1 have not yet heard of any 
movements of troops south of the James. My desire on this subject 
prevents me riding forward to where you are. Please communicate 
with me all progress made. 

ir. 8. GRANT, 

JAeutenant-Oeumd. 


At JiTNOTioN OP New Market and Varina [Roads], 

[tieptemher 5.9, 1864\— 12.50 p. in. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Birney is at this moment maldug his attack. Will inform you at once. 
Sixteen cars from Petersburg with troops for Richmond. Have sent 
word to General Meade. The enemy’s works do not cross the Varina 
road, but run nearly parallel with it to within three miles of Richmond. 
We shall try the works. If they are carried it is the last obstacle. 

BENJ. P. BUTLER, 
Major- Oeneml, Commanding. 


Deep Bottom, Va., September 20, l/^04 — l.,i5 p. in. 
Mjiior-General Butler: 

If General Birney has not been successful in carrying the works in 
his front, I think it will be advisable to move out to the Central road. 
From the inclosed dispatch* you will see that all must be done to-day 
that can be done toward Richmond. 

U. 8. GRANT, 

JJeutenant-Ceneral. 


Deep Bottom, Va., September 29, 1864 — 3.50 p. in. 
Major-General Butler: 

I send you a dispatch t just received from General Meade, it would 
seem probable the enemy have sent but one division from Petersburg. 
It would be weU, under such circumstances, to hold aU the ground we 
can to-night, and feel out to the right in the morning. This is not 
intended to prevent as rapid a push forward to-night as can be made. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
lAeutenaiit- General. 


* See Williams to Grant, 12 m., -transmitting Fisher to Humphreys, llAO a. m., 
p. 1092. 

t See Meade to Grant, 3.30 p. m., p. 1093. 
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Deep Bottom, Ya., September 29^ 186i — ii45 p, m, 
Major-General Butlee: 

I will now return to City Point, at wMcli place dispatches telegn^aphed 
from here will reach me. Please say to General Barnard that I will 
send a boat there for him. If the enemy do not re-enforce by more than 
a division we will give them another trial in the morning, flanking 
instead of attacking works. 

tJ. S. GEAKT^ 

Lieutenant- General. 


Heabqttaeters, 
September 20^ 1864 — 9.10 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

I am holding the line pointed out by Colonel Comstock and General 
Barnard, to wit, from near grave-yard, at Cox’s Ferry, up to the white 
house,* thence to the fort taken by Ord’s corx>s; thence along the lines 
of the enemy taken by us across New Market road; thence, with the 
right refused, extending to the Barbytown (or Central) road; thence by 
a cavalry picket across that road, with a small brigade in reserve at 
the junction of the Kingsland and Varina roads. Kautz has advanced 
xip tlie Central road to the inner line of redoubts near Richmond; 
thence he has flanked to the right and has cut connections, and vehave 
not heard Irom him. Colonel Babcock has reported all other events to 
you. If General Meade does not attack, why can we not have another 
corps'? The danger is that the enemy may cross the river below us 
and get in our rear, as we have no cavidiy to picket the line to Dut(*b 
Gap. 

BBNJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op ViEomA and North Carolina, 

September 29^ 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

Can you meet me as early as sunrise to-morrow morning at Deep 
Bottom'? I desire to consult you. I would not say this early were it 
not that any move should be made early. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


City Point, Ya., September 29^ 1864—11 p. m. 
Major-General Butler, 

Deep Bottom: 

General Meade will attack at daylight in the morning. If the enemy 
have detached largely he may be able to carry Petersburg. If so, I 
can send two corps, using railroads and steam-boats for the infantiy. 
On account of this attack I want to remain here through the day. I 
will go to Deep Bottom, however, to meet you, leaving here at 5 a. m. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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Communicate these orders to him. They are from Lieutenant-General 
Grant. You should have reported the facts and left me to issue orders. 
I could have sent three sling carts as well as two. Have tlie guns left 
under fire of our gun-boats, and I will send for them by barge. If 
there are other guns too heavy to cross the pontoon bridge make the 
same disposition of them. Acknowledge receipt of this. 

HEKEY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 


Dutoti Gap, Va., /September ^ 9 , 1804 . 

Col. n. L. Abbot, 

Commanding Siege Artillery: 

Colonel : I have the honor to rexiort that the enemy have fired 
quite regularly during the day, doing no damage. Concluded it was 
policy not to exx)end much ammunition on them, as no one was at work 
ill the canal. This afternoon they oiiened with their light pieces, 
apparently at the signal tower. E returned their fire promptly. The 
Hewlett house battery sent a few shell in the same direction. The 
guns in Sawyer battery were engaged on that point. 

Very respe(‘>ttully, your obedient servant, 

H. II. PIEECE, 

Captain^ First Connecticut uirtillery. 


Ohaefin^s Farm, Va., September J29, JH6I — 10.35 a. m. 
General Birney: 

General Ord has carried the very strong works and some fifteen 
pieces of artillery, and his corps is nowready to advance in conjunction 
with you. General Ord was wounded and has returned to his head- 
quarters, leaving General Heckman in command of the corps. Push 
forward on the road I left you on. 

IJ. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields September 29^ 1864. 

Division commanders will see that their lines connect as follows: 
Brigadier-General Birney^s left with the right of Brigadier-General 
Paine’s division; General Foster’s left with the right of General Bir- 
ney; Major-General Terry’s left with the right of General Foster. The 
line from the left of General Foster extending to General Terry’s right 
will be refused a little. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOED, 

Captain^ Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, near Deep Bottom, 7a., September J29, 1864. 
Eeveille will be sounded and the troops placed under arms at 4 
a. m, to-morrow. Division commanders will take immediate measures 
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to picket tke front of their own divisions. Two days’ rations of sub- 
sistence stores (one of fresh beef) has been directed to be issued to the 
troops of this command to-night. 

By command of Major-General Birney: 

E. L. FOED, 

Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, * 


Headquarters EiOHTEENTn Corps, 

Eateher^s House^ September ^9, 1804, 

General Grant, 

City Point: 

General Ord has just returned with a flesh wound in the right leg. 
He says that in order to hold what we have gained, on account of the 
heavy work they have had to do, if possible they should be re-enforced. 
I left the remnant of Stannard’s division in the large works at Chaffin’s 
farm, with directions to Heckman to push in toward Eichmond with his 
division. He appeared unable to get beyond the work about one mile 
and a half north of the south end of the Chaffin’s farm works. 
The rebels did re-enforce Chaffiii’s farm before we took it and most of 
them fell back to the other woiks or across the river. Stannard has 
directions to destroy the pontoon bridge if he can reach it with artil- 
lery. The rebel gun-boats are below him throwing shell at him. Gen- 
eral Burnham is dead. iStannard’s division (the Ffrst) captured the 
work. His losses are very heavy. I left them at 10 o’clock. 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General of Volunteers, 


General Meade : 


Headquarters EianTEENTn Army Corps, 

September 29^ 1864, 


We have the Chaffin’s farm fort, or had when I left. Was hit in 
right leg; only a flesh wound. Signal officer reports seventeen loaded 
cars going toward Eichmond at 12.30 this morning. 

E. O. C. OED, 
Major-General, 


Headquarters EianTEENTn Army Corps, 

September 29^ 1864, 


General Meade: 


Twenty-six more cars loaded with troops reported moving toward 
Eichmond 2.30 p. m. Large columns of smoke reported near and to 
right of Eichmond by signal officer. 

E. O. C. OED, 

Major- General, 


Grover’s House, 

JSfear Kingsland Moad^ September 29^ 1864 — 9 a, m. 

Colonel PoTiDSJii, 

Commanding Defenses of Bermuda Line: 

(Through General Butler’s headquarters.) 

We are advancing. All goes as intended thus far. Two deserters 
of the Eighteenth Corps have told the enemy that all the troops have 
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been taken out of your Uue. They may attack; if so, it will be just at 
nigbt or at daybreak. You might show them your force by displaying 
it on the lines. Have your reveille at 4 o’clock. 

BEHJ. F. BTJTLEE, 

Major- Q&neral, Oommcmding. 


In tee Field, Before Eichmond, 

September 29, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. B. F.‘ Butler: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that at the time the Tenth Corps 
made the advance on the third fort from my left I ordered a brigade, 
under Colonel Jourdan, to attack the middle fort and carry it. Almost 
the instant I made the attack the firing on the part of the Tenth Corps 
ceased, and the fire of these three forts was at once centered on my 
brigade in addition to a heavy infantry fire on our left flank, compelling 
our force to retire. I am now holding the old position waiting fmrther 
orders. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. A. HECKMAFT, 
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding. 


Headquarters District of North Carolina, 

2few Berne, Y. C., September 29, 1864. 

Col. James W. Savaoe, 

Twelfth Nexo York Cavalry: 

Colonel: The commanding general directs me to send you the 
inclosed telegram &ora Colonel Hitchcock for your information. Ue 
wishes you to send out a reconnaissaucej as far as you may deem 
prudent, to find out if there be any truth in this, and, if so, what the 
real state of the case is. As it is possible the enemy may have planted 
torpedoes in the road your scout will take, he advises that the column 
move very slowly and that two dismounted men be sent well in advance 
to carefully examine the road for any suspicious indications. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. JCDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosuro.] 

Batohelder’s Creek, S^tember 29, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Harland, 

Gommemding: 

It is reported by two deserters from the Sixth North Carolina Cav- 
alry that the enemy are taking the rails from the Atlantic and North 
Carolina Eailroad to build an iron-clad at the Eoanoke Eiver, nine 
miles below Weldon. The deserters say they have commenced one 
mile this side of Gum Swamp rifle-pits. They have six army wagons, 
guarded by sixty men. They leave Eanston about 6 a. m. If this is 
true I have no doubt the shells placed in the road on our front is to 
detect a move on our part. The deserters have been sent to the provost- 
marshal. Their names are Wilkins and Hamilton. 

G. H. HITCHCOCK, 

Limtenant-Colonel, CommoMding 132d New York Volunteers. 
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OiTT Point, Va., S^tember 30, 1864. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary oj War: 

General Warren attacked and canied the enemy’s line to-day on 
the extreme right, capturing a number of prisoners. He immediately 
prepared to follow up his success. Petersburg paper of to-day has a 
rumor, which it says is not confirmed, that one brigade of Sheridan’s 
cavalry was ambushed and destroyed at Swift Run Creek. Early 
was to have attacked General Sheridan at Mount Sidnev on the 28th. 

TJ. S. GRAFT, 

Lieutenant- Oe^ieral. 


City Point, Va., S^tember 80, 1864—10.80 a. m. 
Major-General Hauleok, 

Washington, D. €.: 

I have heard no firing yet this morning. Before daylight I went up 
to Deep Bottom and found all quiet there. General Meade moved 
out from his left this morning, and must soon encounter the enemy. 
Rosser’s brigade of cavalry has gone to join Early. The brigade num- 
bers about 1,400 horses. Yesterday an infantry force left Petersburg in 
the Lynchburg cars. It may be, however, they are going via Burke- 
ville to Richmond. Fothing heard from Sheridan through southern 
sources since Tuesday evening. 

H. S. GRAFT, 
LieutenanP General. 


Maj. 


City Point, Va., September 30, 1864—5 p. m. 

(Received 9.30 j). m.) 


Gen. H. W. Halleok, 

Washington, D. G. ; 


General Butler reported at 3 p. m. that the enemy had just made an 
assault in three columns on his line near Chaffin’s farm, and had been 
repulsed. Fo report from Meade since he carried the enemy’s line near 
Poplar Spring Church. 

U. S. GRAF^ • 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., September 30, 1864 — 5 p. m. 

(Received 9.30 p. m.) 


Major-General Halleok, 

Washington, JD. C. : 

A refugee from Richmond just come into General Butler’s lines says 
the greatest consternation is felt in the city, and citizens generally are 
anxious that the city should be evacuated by the military. Fo further 
news from Sheridan is reported. I think lack of supplies is forcing 
• him back. 

XT. S. GRAFT, 
Lieutenmt- General. 
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City Point, Va., September 30^ 186d — 8,15 a, m. 

(Received 8.25 a. m.) 


Major-General Meade: 

General Butler^s forces will remain where they are for the present, 
ready to advance, if found practicable. You may move out now and 
see if an advantage can be gained. It seems to me the enemy must be 
weak enough at one or the other place to let us in. 

U. S. GRANT, 

lAeutenant-^ General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 30^ 1864 — 8,30 a, m, (Sent 8.50 a. m.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

In accordance with your dispatch of 8.15 I have sent orders to War- 
ren to move out to the Poplar Spring Church, and to Parke to endeavor 
to get around and come up on Warren’s left, and, if practicable, out- 
flank the enemy. A contraband who left Petersburg this morning says 
that troops were sent on the Lynchburg road yesterday and that Heth’s 
division went to OhafS.n’s farm. No other news or indications of move- 
ment except an ambulance train seen to move this morning to our left. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1861 — 9,15 a. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The signal officers have sent in the following dispatches: 

Major Fisher: 

A rebel wagon train is moving to our right over a road two or three miles beyond 
the Appomattox: otherwise all quiet. 

I. S. LYON, 

Signal Officer, 


Second Cories. 

Major ,Fishbr ; 

The signal officer at Friend^a house reports a train of thirty wagons moved from 
the city : are moving to our right. 

P. A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 

Plank Road— 9.15 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

The enemy reoccupy their works between lead-works and large fort and yioinity 
that were reported vacated yesterday. The indications are that a heavy force is in 
the woods on the right of the large tort; probably tlie column reported last evening 
as disappearing in that woods are encanmed there. The enemy in onr front, from 
load-works to beyond the Gregory Chimneys, exhibit a comparatively weak line. 
Working parties are visible at lead-works and to the left of large fort. 

FULTON. 

General Meade left here a few moments ago for General Warren’s 
headquarters. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adj%tiani-General, 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

September SO^ 1864. — 11 M a, m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The following has been received: 


Near Friend^s House— 10.15. 

Major Fisher; 

A train of al)Out twenty black coverc^d wagons, west of city, which have been at 
same point for two months, has just passed down into lino with head of column to 
right and toward Richmond pike. 

JORDAN. 


(Copy to Generiil Meade.) 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Fifth Corps, 

[September] 30^ 1864 — p. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

General Griffin, Warren reports, has carried the enemy’s work on the 
Peebles farm in handsome style, taking a number of prisoners. War- 
ren is getting his command in position, looking to his connection on the 
Weldon railroad, and Parke is forining on his left. Gregg reports the 
enemy’s cavalry has left his immediate front, and, as far as he can 
ascertain, are across the Eowanty Greek. J have directed him to watch 
the Jerusalem plank road and notified Hancock to have his reserves 
ready to meet any cavalry demonstrations on the Forlblk or Piince 
George Court-IIouso roads, where I now have only small cavalry and 
infantry pickets. Benham must look out for the Old Court-House 
road. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

September 30^ 1864, (Received 3.25 p. m.) 

Major-General Meade, 

Warren^s Headquarters ; 

If the enemy can be broken and started,* follow him up closely. I 
can’t lielp believing that the eneHiy are prepared to leave Petersburg 
if forced a little. 

U. S. GEAhTT, 
JAeutenan t- General, 


Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

September 30, 1864, 

Major-General Meade, 

Warren^ 8 Headquarters : 

If the enemy’s cavalry has left Gregg’s front ho ought to push ahead, 
and if he finds no obstacle turn his infantry. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General, 
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Headquarters ARTvnr op the Potomac, 
Peebles^ Farm, September 30y 1864 — 4.15 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

In accordance with your instructions, I have directed General Gregg 
to send a brigade of cavalry on the left of the infantry and endeavor 
to turn the enemy’s left, the other brigade to support it, if necessary, 
and to keep a lookout on our immediate rear, where, from all indica- 
tions, the enemy’s cavalry withdrew. General Parke is advancing 
toward the Boydton road in a northwest direction. I should have 
mentioned in my last dispatch that General Ayres had taken a small 
work in advance and on the right of the one taken by Griffin, and also 
that General Griffin had secured one piece of artillery. Warren’s cas- 
ualties will be about 100 killed and wounded, among the former Colonel 
Welch, of Michigan. The number of prisoners not kiiovTi, but not so 
large as at first supposed. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-GencraJ. 


City Point, Ya., September 30, 1864. 

Major-General Meade: 

Whilst the enemy are concentrating all their strength at two points 
to resist attacks, do you not deem it safe to take one division of the 
Second Corps out of the line to aid you? I would not do this, however, 
until just before an a<lvance is going to be made. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30, 1861 — 6,30 p. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The following has been received: 

Hbadquaktbrs Army of the Potomac— 4.45 p. m. 

Major-Oeneral Humphreys: 

The foUowiiig dispatcli has been received from the statioa on the Avory house: 

At 2 p. m, six regiments of rebel infantry passed on the Richmond turnpike to- 
ward Petersburg. They number between 2,000 and 3,000 men.^^ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Offioo, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 30, 186 i — 8 p. m. (Sent 8.40 p, m.) 
Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The following has just been received from the chief signal officer; 

Heai>quarters Army op the Potomac— 8 p. m. 
Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General: The sharpshooters drove my lookouts from the plank road station this 
forenoon and prevented its being reoccupied during the day. I have taken steps to* 
put up a cover for the occupant, and expect to be able to reocoupy the station in the 
morning. The station at the Walthall house sends the following dispatch : 

*^One regiment of infantry came from the enemy's right and w^nt into camp about 
half a mile southwest of the city." 
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The following dispatches were intercepted: 

3.30 p. M. 

Colonel B. : 

large steamer loaded with troops just came up the river and stopped at lower 
landing. 

Sergeant 
"'5.30 p. M. 

" Colonel B. : 

" The City Point train has just gone up with about one regiment on board. 

" J. Q. E.^^ 


Sergeant E., 


" 5.45 p. M. 


"You will watch closely the running of the enemy^s cars to-night. If more than 
usual report ilj to-morrow a. m. If a great deal more than usual renort it immedi- 
ately. 

"B. C., 

At 

Respectfully, 

B. F. FISHER, 

Major and Chief Signal Officer, 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30 ^ 1864. — 9 p. m, 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

About 4 p. in. General Parke was advancing to the Boydton plank 
road when he was vigorously attacked by the enemy, said by prisoners 
to have been two divisions of Hill’s corps. Potter’s division, Ninth 
Corps, was forced back, requiring Hartranffc, on his left, to retire a short 
distance. Warren sent Griffin to Parke’s support and the enemy were 
checked. Parke has lost in prisoners and wounded left in the advanced 
position held. The fighting for some time till after dark was very severe, 
and after the Ninth Corps rallied and Griffin attacked it is believed the 
enemy suffered heavily. I have directed General Warren to intrench 
himself in his position and es:tend if practicable to the Weldon railroad, 
and General Parke to intrench on Warren’s left. I do not think it 
judicious to make another advance to-morrow unless re-enforced or 
some evidence can be obtained of the weakening of the enemy. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, 


City Point, Ya., September 30, 1864 — 9.40 p, m, 
Major-General Meade: 

You need not advance to-morrow unless in your judgment an advan- 
tage can be gained, but hold on to what you have, and be ready to 
advance. We must be greatly superior to the enemy in numbers on one 
flank or the other, and by working around at each end, we will find 
where the enemy’s weak point is. General Butler was assaulted three 
times this afternoon, but repulsed all of them. I will direct him to feel 
up the Darbytown road to-morrow. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- Genera L 


71 R R— VOL XLIl, PT II 
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City Point, Va., Se^te^rfber 30^ 1864, 

Major-Greneral Meade: 

Two new regiments and a part of another have gone to you. Can 
they not be put in the line so as to spare some old troops to re-enforce 
the left? 

U. S. GEAINT, 

Lieutenant- General, 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 
September 30, 1864 — 11,30 p, on, (Sent 12 midnight.) 

Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The new regiments were ordex'ed on arrival to be ])la(*ed in the 
trenches on the Weldon railroad. One arrived this p. ni. which, 
together with the extension of the colored division, Mntli Corps, 
enabled a brigade of the Fifth Ooiiis to be relieved. I have ordered 
Hancock to hold his lines ^vith two divisions and to hold the third in 
reserve ready for contingencies. I have directed Warren and Parke 
to advance their pickets, well supported, at daylight and endeavor to 
ascertain the position and stiDngth of the enemy. I presumed Field’s 
and Hoke’s divisions, that were in reserve, would be sent to the north- 
ern side of the James; this would leave four divisions on this side. 
Two were engaged this p. m., the other two holding the lines. 

GEO. G, MEADE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September SO, 1864 — 9,30 a, m, (Sent 10.30 a. in.) 

Major-General Humphreys: 

The following* has just been received and has been furnished to flen- 
eral Grant. I did not send to General Grant the dispatch received 
from Mr. Babcock just after you left camp and which was forwarded to 
you by an orderly. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September sT), 1861 — 10,30 a, m. 

General Williams: 

Please have some infantry sent to Prince George Court-irouse and 
some to the redoubt on the [Norfolk railroad; also some cavalry to 
each place, who must scout out in front on these roads so as to gel in- 
formation of any parties of the enemy. Use General Patrick’s cavalry 
and infantry, including Collis’ and the engineer troops. 

A. A. IIUMPriBEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 

’^Soo Fiiltou to Fislier, 9.15 a. iiu, p, 1118. 
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City Point, Septeniber 30, 1864. 

General Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I have returned to these headquarters, and have resumed the duties 
of chief quartermaster Armies operating against Eiohmond. 

R. lEGALLS, 

Brigadier- General, Chief Quartermaster. 

(Gopy to Major Davis.) 


Headquarters Army oe tue Potomac, 

September 30, 1864. 

General Humphreys: 

Keftigees yesterday from Petershimg bring information very relia- 
ble that Kosser’s brigade of cavalry has gone to Early, and also that 
the following brigades comprise all the cavalry south of the Appomat- 
tox : Davis, Dearing, Barringer, Young, and Dunovant. Eosser went 
over the Api)omattox last Monday night. Two deserters from Bight- 
eentb North Garolina, Lane’s brigade,Wilcox’s division, came in at sun- 
down last night. They report that all of Wilcox’s division (the three 
brigades in our front) were packed up and rationed, and under march- 
ing orders; had not moved when our informants left, but were to move 
during the night. Gooke’s brigade, of Hoth’s division, was to have 
relieved Lane’s yesterday, but got into a fight with our cavalry, and 
could not relieve it; are mining on the line occupied by Seventh North 
Garolina, Lane’s brigade, informants say, to blow us up. This is on 
the extreme right of their line of infantry three-quarters of a mile from 
Davis’ house (burned) on Wehlou railroad. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ J. C. BABCOCK. 

(Forwarded to General War.en.) 


Headquarters Army or the Potomac, 

September 30, 1861. (Sent 10.25 a. m.) 

General Humphreys : 

Negn* ctune down Apimmattox Eiver from Petersburg to our lines in 
a boat this a. ui.; left tlie Chesterfield side at 4 o’clock this morning; 
says no troops crossed the river yesterday or last night; only knows of 
one regiment having gone to Chaffin’s Bluff, a North Carolina regiment 
doing i)rovo8t duty on the Chesterfield side. Night before last troops 
took South Side Railroad for Lynchburg; a brigade or more went, 
and more were said to be going; were troops that had been in reserve. 
Note. — Either Field’s or Hoke’s divisions. 

BABOOCK. 


1>. S.— Beauregard has gone to Georgia, and Longstreet is at Pick- 
ett’s headquarters, near Chester. This negro came from General Han- 
cock’s. 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 186 L 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General.: Prisoners from Gregg represent DiinovanPs and Young’s 
brigades, of Butler’s diviwsion of cavahy. Fifteen have been sent in. 
Ke&gees corroborate the movement of Bosser’s brigade of cavalry on 
Monday; supposed to Early. Pontoon bridges to the number of five 
or six have lately been placed over the Appomattox Eiver above 
Petersburg at intervals for three or four miles, understood by refugees 
to facilitate the falling back to a new line about three miles to the rear 
of the river. Ko definite information of the movement of infantry up 
to last evening. Troops have undoubtedly been sent ofi* to some point 
on the South Side Eailroad the early part of this week. 

EespectfuUy, 

J. 0. BABCOCK. 


P. S. — One refugee reports the movement of the commissary stores 
on the north side of the Appomattox. 

(Forwarded to General Grant at 1 p. m.) 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 186 i. 

Col. G. H. Sharpe, City Toint: 

Eosser’s brigade of cavalry went to Early on Monday night last. On 
night before last troops were sent to Lynchburg via South Side Eail- 
road; don’t know what nor how many, but think from Hoke’s or 
Field’s divisions. Ko troops moved from this side oi* Ap])omattox last 
night, if the statement of a negro who left Petersburg this morning at 
4: o’clock can be relied on. Wilcox’s division was under inar(dung 
orders last night, and packed and rationed for a march. li* they hav<^ 
not crossed the Appomattox may have gone to our right or taken 
South Side Eailroad to Lynchburg. Longstreet is at Chester, at Gen- 
eral Pickett’s headquarters; Beauregard gone to Georgia. 

J. C. B[ABCOCK]. 


Plank Eoad Signal Station, 

September 30, 1864 — 7 a. m. 

Maj. B. F. Fisher: 

There appear to be but fcAv troops of the enemy visible behind their 
works and only a few camp-fires are seen. Cannot make correct obser- 
vations owing to the dark and smoky atmosphere. Will make anoth<T 
report this a. m. if it gets more clear. 

H. W. FULTOK, 

Sergeant, 


Friend’s House Station, 
September 30, 186i — 7.30 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Ko change in enemy’s camps this a. m. A train of thirty ambulan(‘(^s 
^ed upon space west by southwest of city going to our left. 

JOEDAH, 

Sergeant. 
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September 30, 1864 — 0 a. m. 

Major Fisher: 

Sergeant Jordan reports that he can see very few men around any 
of the enemy^s camps. Four wall-tents visible on Kichmoud pike to 
left of Whitehead^s Ixouse have disappeared. 

P. A. TAYLOE, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, 


Plank Eoad Sig-nal Station, 

Sepfemher 30, 186i — 9,i0 a, m. 

Mail. B. F. Fisher: 

The enemy’s sharpshooters are driving my man off* the tree. When- 
ever a man gets as high as the second ladder they fire at him. One 
bullet went under his arm, but did not injure him. The men have at- 
tempted to go to the glass several times, and no sooner does he get a 
(*ertain height than they send half a dozen bullets after him, all pass- 
ing within two feet, and close to his body. 

n. W. FULTONT, 

Sergeant, 


September 30, 1864—2.30 p. m. 

Major Fisher, 

ChUf Signal Officer: 

An infantry camp and wagon park in western suburbs of city has 
disappeared. A train of about forty wagons has just moved over road 
to west of city going south. 


JOEDANT, 

Sergeant, 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

No. 264. ) September SO, 186 i, 

*»**#*% 

2. The Two hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, having re- 
ported to the major-general commanding, is assigned to the Fifth Army 
( /orps, which it will join with as little delay as practicable. 

3. TheOne hundrkl and eighty-fifth Regiment New York Volunteers, 
having reported to the major-general commanding, is assigned to the 
Filth Army Corps, which it will inoceed to join with as little delay as 
practi(*able. 

6. The commanding officer of the Second Cavalry Division will relieve 
as vsoon as luacticable the detachments of the First Vermont and Third 
New Jersey (Javalry now serving witii the Second and Ninth Corps, 
res])ectively, by companies of cavalry of not less than fifty jirivates 
eacli, and the detachments of the First Vermont and Third New Jersey 
Cavalry on being so relieved will proceed to join their regiments serving 
in the Middle Military Division. The quartermaster’s department will 
furnish the necessary transportation. 

(). The battalion of the Twenty-second Massachusetts Volunteers to 
remain in service after the discharge of the regiment will, on the de- 
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parture of the regiment from City Point, October 5, to be mastered ont 
of service, report to the major-general commanding the Fifth Army 
Corps. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General 


Headquarters Armies op the United States, 

Git}/ Pointy September JO, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Benham, 

Commanding Engineer Brigade^ &e. : 

I inclose dispatch’*^* from General Meade for your information. You 
will at once place strong pickets of infantry on the Old Court-House 
road and watch it closely. Should you require any cavalry to assist in 
the picket duty, the Fifth U. S. Cavalry, at these headquarters, will be 
placed at your disposal. Please return the dispatch by the orderly. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

E. S. PAEKER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1864 — 12.15 a. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Have your command prepared to move at short notice at any time 
during the day after 8 o’clock. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 30^ 1861 — 8 a. m. (Received 8.10 a. m.) 
General Humphreys: 

I send a contraband who left Petersburg at 4 this morning. He 
says day before yesterday some troops left Petersburg for Lynchburg 
by South Side road. Yesterday he understood Heth’s division, or 
some of it, moved to Chaffin’s. Last night he heard troops moving in 
same direction. Says no train was allowed to go to Richmond yester- 
day, except a troop train in the morning. 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1861. (Sent 8.80 a. m.) 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps : 

Was anything observed by the pickets or troops last night and this 
morning indicating the withdrawal of any material portion of the 
enemy from the intrenchments during the night f 

A. A. HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

'* See Meade to Grant, 2.25 p. nu, ]). 1119. 
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Headquarterij^ Second Army Corps, 
tieptember 30^ 1864 — 8.13 a. m. (Received 8.20 a. m.) 
General Humpdreys: 

The morning rei)orts aie not yet all in. If anything special had 
occurred, however, I think it would have been reported. Nothing was 
observed on General Gibbon’s fiont. Will telegraph you again in the 
course of half an hour, when the remaining reports arrive. The 
negro I sent uj) states that he saw troops along the river in both tlieir 
first and second lines. 

WmP’D ». HAKOOOK, 

^lajor- General. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

S(pt ember 30^ 1804. 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

There appears to have been no material change in enemy’s line on 
my front during the night. Just before dark the enemy opened on Fort 
Sedgwick from a new Coehorn mortar battery in the work just oppo- 
site. I placed six Coehorns in Battery 20 to reply. 

WINF’D S. IIANCOOK, 

Majo7'- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30, 1861 — ^.30 p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Gregg has moved out the Vaughan road to within two miles 
of the Rowanty. So far as he can ascertain, Hampton, with two divis- 
ions, fell back over the Eow^anty last night, and at i)resent he does not 
know what H. is about. He may undertake a dash up the plank road. 
This is watched by a regiment of cavalry that can give notice of his 
approach but not resist him. The commanding general wishes you to 
keep a lookout for the plank road, so as to meet such a movement if 
attempted. Some infantry, with cavahy lookouts, were sent from engi- 
neer and other troops about headquarters to Prince George Court- 
House and to fort on Iii^orfolk railroad. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 
September 30, 1861. (Received 4.05 p. m.) 

General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

Your dispatch was received at 3.40. I have made some disposition 
to meet the contingency you mentioned. Have the troops j^hat] occu- 
pied the line between Fort Alexander Hays and Fort Davis been 
moved? If any su(*h force as the division of cavalry come on the left 
I should hardly be able to concentrate a force rapidly enough to occupy 
a sufficient length of the rear line against them. In case of necessity, 
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the force between Fort Davis and Fort Alexander Hays could more 
])romi)tly occupy the line than any other. 1 have sent a regiment of 
Mottos out with the rest of the brigade ready to follow; alsc a section * 

of artillery to the Williams house. 

WINF^D S. HANCOCK, 

Major-GeneraL 


Headquarters Second Army Corps, 

JSepieniber SO^ 1861, 

General S. Williams: 

What troops has Colonel Collis available at headquarters? What 
number have been sent to Prince George and to the fort on the Norfolk 

WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 

‘ . Major-GeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
Sepiemher 30^ 1864 — 1.30 p, m. (Sent 5.10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

All of Colonel Collis’ troops that are available, some 230 men, went 
to Prince George Court-House this morning. Two hundred and lifty 
men of Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding’s engineer troops were also sent 
this morning to the redoubt on the Norfolk railroad. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Spaulding has 250 men remaining in camp, and there are about 150 
regular engineer troops here. Detachments of cavalry were sent to 
Prince George Court-House and also to the redoubt on the Norl'olk 
railroad. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjatant’GeneraL 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

Septeinber 30j 1864 — 6.50 p, m, (Sent 7.30 p. m.) 

General W. S. Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

Instructions will at once be given to have your wishes respecting the ^ 

cavalry vedettes of Colonel Collis’ command complied with. ^ 

S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oefieral, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 2864 — 11. /jO p. m. 

Major-General Hancock, 

Commanding Second Corps: 

General Butler has Hoke’s and Field’s divisions and part of Pickett’s 
on the north of the James. We had two of Hill’s divisions attacking 
our left this afternoon. This leaves but two divisions of Lee’s army to 
hold his line south of the Appomattox. The commanding general will 
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probably require one of your divisions to-morrow, and directs that you 
draw out one of your divisions from the intrenchments to-night. It 
may be held as reserve for your line until necessity compels the com- 
manding general to call for it. 

A. A. HUMPHEBYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of Staff. 


Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps, 

September 30^ 1864. 

Division comnaanders and commander of the Artillery Brigade will 
have the troops under arms at I a. m. to-morrow, October 1, 1864. 

By command of Major-General Hancock: 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

Major^ Judge-Advocate and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brioadb, Second Arw Corps, 

September 30, 1864. 

Maj. n. H. BiNGnAM, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps: 

Major: About 9.30 p. m. yesterday the enemy opened a fire of mus- 
ketry and a few mortar shells on our right. It was replied to by a few 
shots from the artillery and soon ceased. It is reported that troops 
appeared to be moving in the enemy^s works yesterday in front of our 
right. All quiet on the rest of the line except a few shots fired by a 
new mortar l)attery of the enemy in front of Port Sedgwick. For the 
puxpose oI‘ replying* to this fire a battery of four Coehorn mortars, 
under command of Captain Hamlink, of Company D, Fourth New 
York Artillery, was placed in position in Battery No. 20 last night. 

Very resi>ectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. HAZAED, 

Major, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, 

September 30, 1861. 

Capt. W. A. IIARN, 

Commanding Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps: 

(5APTAIN: The major commanding instructs me to inform you that 
he directs you to withdraw the Vermont battery (the one you last put 
in) from Fort Sedgwick and to put it in Battery No. 17 to-night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. D. EDDY, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Second Corp^, 

September 30, 186 1. 

Brigadier-General Miles, 

Commanding First Division: 

General: The major-general commanding desires you to send two 
regiments infantry to a point between the Avery house and these 
headquarters. The enemy^s cavalry fell back from General Warren’s 
left last night behind Eowanty Creek and General Meade expresses 
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Ibo opinion that they may intend a dash up the plank road, and it is 
necessary to have troops to meet such a contingency. In case of firing 
down the plank road or INorfolk road, you will please send the rest of 
your reserve regiments to the x)oiut indicated above and conuueuce 
thinning out your line so as to get your reserve available, holding your 
front line with the inclosed works and batteries now garrisoned only, 
or with the aid of these works and a skirmish line in the coimeoting 
pits. 

Itespectfully, 

O. U. MOEGAK, 

Lieutenmit-Golonelj d'C, 


Headquarteus Second Corps, 

September 80^ 1861 — 8 AO p. m. 

Major-General Mott, 

GonmandUng Third Division : 

General: The major-general commanding wishes you to send a 
regiment of infantry to occupy the advanced work on the plank road 
on the rear line to the left of the Williams house. A battery of 
artillery will be in readiness to move out at once and occupy the works 
in case of attack. If the enemy appear in that direction, General Han- 
cock wishes you to move out the balance of the brigade and commence 
the withdrawal of wsuch regiments from the front line as can be easiest 
withdrawn. 

Very respectfully, 

C. H. MOEGAN, 
Lientemnt‘Golonel^ <ir. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1801 — 12,15 u, m, 
Major-General Wari^^^.n, Gommanding Fifth Gorps: 

I am instructed to intbrni you to have your command ready to move 
at 8 a. m. 

A. A. nUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Ghief of Staff, 

(Same to Major-General Parke.) 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Sept&mber 80^ 186 1 — 7,25 a, on, 

M^^jor-General Humphreys: 

Am I to move at 8 o’clock without farther ci ders? 

G. K. WAEEENT, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac^, 

September 30j 1861, (Sent 7.38 a. m.) 
Major-General Warren, Goonmanding Fifth Gorps: 

You are not to move without further orders. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

* Major-General aoid Ghief of Staff, 
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1864 — 8,50 a. m, 
Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding diie(*ts that you move out past Pop- 
lar Spring Ohui‘ch and endeavor to secure the intersection of the Squir- 
rel Level road, so as to enable us to gain a position on the right of the 
enemy. General Parke will follow and support you and also try to open 
a route across the swamp below Poplar Spring Church so as to reach 
Miss Pegram^s. Gregg will be directed to move out to Wilkinson’s. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Poplar Spring Churchy September 80^ 1864 — 11 a, m. 
Major-General Humphreys: 

General: lhave got General Griffin’s division at this point and 
drawn the fire of the enemy’s artillery. A heavy piece of wood inter- 
venes between this place and them, and I can see nothing myself. I 
am widening out the road and getting my command up and in order. 
1 shall let General Parke pass General Ayres, who will guard our 
right, and let General P[arke] endeavor to pass around the enemy’s 
right, if he desires, while 1 operate against his position near here. 

Bespectfully, 

(b K. WABRBN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1864 — 1 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps: 

(xeneral Ferrero is directed to extend his line Irom Fort Howard to 
Fort Wadsworth and relieve a brigade of Crawford’s, which will be held 
in reserve for exigencies. I suiipose you will keep up some connection 
with the Weldon railroad. Is there not a road or route direct from 
Fort Wadsworth to l\)plar lining Church that can be opened and 
used? 

A. A. HUMPPTEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30, 1864 — 1,80 p. m. 

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff: 

General Grilfin has just carried the intrenchments on Peebles’ farm 
in splendid style. Our loss not very great. The breast-works were 
defended by infantry and cavalry, and we have taken a number of 
prisoners, I send you to-day’s rebel paper. 

Eespeetfully, 

a. K. WARREN, 

Major- (hneral. 

1.46 V. M. 

Youv dispatcli just received. You can take straight across the fields 
from Fort Wadsworth to the Vaughan load. 


G. K. W. 
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Headquautekh FU'TII Aiim\ (’OltPS, 

iSej)tewbcr JO , iiS6 / — 3,30 j >. m . 

General Humpheb ys : 

General : The charge by Griffin is one of the boldest I ever saw. 
His line passed full 600 yai'ds over a clear field defended by infantry 
against a parapet fiauked by an inclosed redoubt. One gun was cap- 
tured. We lost Colonel Welch, killed on the breast-work of the 
redoixbt. I will push up as fast as I can get my troops in order toward 
Petersburg on the Squirrel Level road. Parke is extending to the left. 

I would like to call up all Ayres’ command and have his last brigade - 
escort three batteries. Cannot General Bragg establish a picket from 
the Vaughan road along the road we traveled to Poplar Spring Church'? 
If so, please direct it. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WAltllEN, 

Mujor-Geneml. 


Peebles’ Fort, ISeptmhcy 30 , iMii — 3 p . m . 
Major-General Hxticphrbys, 

Chief of Staff: 


General: The Eighty-third Pennsylvania, General Griffin’s divis- 
ion, nas taken the redoubt at W. Davis’. Ayres’ skirmish line might 
be forced forward to connect there; then our lino would be complete. 
General Parke is going to push straight for the pike northwest trom 
here, striking near A. Boisseau’s. Roebling just tells me oxir skirmish 
line now connects with Ayi-es’ skirmish line near theW. Davis [house]. 
General Bragg need not establish any picket to connect at i’oplar 
Spring Church. 

Eespectfully, 

G. K. WARRBlir, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters Fieth Army Corps, 

September 30, tSdl — 6 p.m. 

General S. Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 


We have cairied the enemy’s works on the Squirrel Level road, cap- 
turing 1 gun, 7 officers, and 52 men. At lust accounts om troops were 
advancing toward Petersburg. Griflin’s division charged the works. 
Col. Forval E. Welch, commanding Sixteenth Michigan Veteran Vol- 
unteers, was killed on iiarapet of the redoubt. 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 

Se2)t<‘niber 30, JtiOJ — 7.43 p. m. 

Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you occupy the intrench- 
ments taken ffiom the enemy to-day, yom' left holding the redoubt in 
Peebles’ field and your right connecting with your works on the Wei- 
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(Ion railroad. Your line will leave tlie intrenchments at the most suit- 
able point for making an effective communication between the Weldon 
railioad and the right of your troops in the field. You will intrench. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September SO^ 1864 — 10 p. m. 

Major-General Humphreys: 

General : Beside the fine assault of the intrenchments by General 
Griffin t()-day, of which I have already spoken, 1 cannot omit to men- 
tion officially the gallant manner in which he advanced and met the 
enemy’s attack this evening and the steadiness with which his excellent 
division received the enemy’s fire and poured in their own, eff'ectually 
checking their most persistent efforts to advance. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 80^ 1864 — 11. fo p. ni. (Sent 12 midnight.) 
Major-General Warren, 

Commanding Fifth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send out a strong 
reconnaisvsance at daylight to-morrow to ascertain the position of the 
enemy, and that you advance your pickets well out at the same time. 
General Parke is similarly directed. General Gregg is ordered to move 
out'the Miss Pegram road for reconnaissance. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff\ 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

Globe Tavern., September 80^ 1861 — 12.45 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, 

Headquarters Lieutenant-General Grant : 

GeiuTal Warren is now at Poplar Grove Chur(*h; has drawn the 
enemy’s fire, developing their force. He is trying to advance still. 
Gimeral Pai“k(^ is trying to go around Warren’s left. General Gregg is 
still farther to tlie left on th^e Vaughan road but has a very heavy force 
in his front. ISignal officers report a massing of troops, infantry and 
artillery, on our left. 

O. E. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEAD<iUARTERS PiFTH CORPS, 

September 80^ 1864 — 2.10 p. m. 

Lieutonant-General Grant: 

General Warren has carried enemy’s line, taken some prisoners, num- 
ber not known. Wc have a Pi'tersburg paper of 30th. No news from 
Georgia, Forrest said to have taken Sulphur Springs with 800 pris- 
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oners. Enemy claims to have ambuscaded a brigade of Sheridan^s 
cavalry at Swift Eun Gap and destroyed them. No official confirma- 
tion. But little said of yesterday’s fight. I will bring in the paper. 
Expect to leave here at 5 p. m. Early was to attack Sheridan on 28th 
at Mount Sidney. 

O. E. BABCOCK, 

Lietitemnt-Coloiiel and Aide-de-Oanq). 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps^ 

JSejptember 30^ 1864. 

Major-General Warren: 

General : General Meade has ordered a regiment, 900 strong, to 
report here for our corps by special train. I learned this a short time 
since. 

Very respectfully, 

FEED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Fifth Corps Sional Station, 
Weldon Railroad., 8ei)teml)er SOj 1801 — ii./J a. m. 

Colonel Looke: 

The enemy have struck tents in their works north 10 degrees west 
of the station, and have moved a column oi‘ infantry, about 1,000 
strong, toward our left. They have also withdrawn their vedettes 
from the Davis house chimneys on the Halifax road. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. eJ. CLAEKE, * 
First Lieutenant, Signal (^orpsj LI. 8. Armg. 


Fifth Army (h)Rps Signal Station, 

8ex)tember 80j 1864 — 1.15 p. m. 

Colonel Looke : 

The enemy have reformed their skirmish lino. It now runs almost 
due south and west and is south of the W. Davis house, A lim^ of (*av- 
alry vedettes has formed in front of the infantry here. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. J. CLAEKE. 


Colonel Looke: 


Fifth Army Corps Signal Station, 

8eptember 80^ 1864. 


Can see enpmy’s cavalry on the Squirrel Level road. They have put 
a light brass gun in position and have a squadron of cavalry support- 
ing it in the road. The enemy’s infantry picket-line in front of the W. 
Davis house are going to the right. The gun above-mentioned has 
limbered up and moved 1 o the right. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO. d. CLAEKE, 

8ignal Officer. 
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Fifth Army Corps Signal Station, 
September 30, 1864 — 4 p. m. (Eeceived 4.30 p. m.) 

Colonel Looks : 


About 300 enemy’s infantry advanced from their main line of works 
north of station and filed into works south of W. Davis’ house. 
Kespectfully, 


GEO. J. CLARKE, 

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, XT. S. Army. 


Colonel Locke: 


Fifth Army Corps Signal Station, 

S^tember 30, 1864 — 8,45 p. m. 


I can see camp-fires of the enemy north of station. They extend 
from 22 degrees northwest to 25 degrees northeast and grow fainter at 
each extremity. They are between the two lines of works. 
Respectfully, 

GEO. J. CLARKE, 

Signal Officer. . 


CiRCiiiLAR.J Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30, 1864 — 2.30 a. m. 

The troops of this command will be in readiness to move at 8 o’clock 
this morning, instead of 5.30, as previously ordered. 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

A. S. MA.RVIK, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- Qeneral. 


General Crawford : 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September’ 30, 1864 — 3.30 p. m. 


0\ir skirmish-lino now connects with Ayres’. Keep Bragg in reserve. 
I shall probably let you have Hofmann back after this evening. 
EespectMly, 

G. K. WARREK, 

Major- General. 


General Crawford : 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30, 1864 — 0 p. m. 


I wish you to send General Bragg’s brigade out to the Flowers house 
very early in the morning, to start at 5 a. m. at least, so as to be on the 
ground at the earliest dawn. I have sent on two batteries to help him, 
and Captain Cope to assist him, in establishing a line across the road 
and running to the woods and then to carefully push a skirmish-line 
a little north of west, to connect with General Ayres at the Chai)pell 
house. Let him put up breast- works. If any new regiments arrive for 
us keep them with you. The Fifth Corps has done splendidly to-day; 
principally Griffin. 

Respectfully, 

G. K. WARREK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters Third Division, 

September 30^ 1864. 

General Warren, 

Gommanding Corps: 

General: Every tiling is quiet thus far. A regiment, 760 strong, 
under Colonel Sergeant has reported. I have ordered them to the 
intrenchments on the right of Fort Wadsworth. Bragg is in reserve. 
Another regiment, the One hundred and eighty-fifth Few York, 800 
strong, will report to-night. There have been some rumors of a cavalry 
movement near the Jerusalem plank road, but a dispatch from Hancock 
says he knows nothing of it yet. Captain Howell has just returned 
from General Gregg. He is where the Vaughan road crosses Hatcher’s 
Creek, and he holds and extends up the Telegraph road. He has had 
no force of any extent of the enemy in front of him. What was there 
was driven south of Hatcher^s Creek. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. W. CEAWFOET), 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Defenses Fifth Corps, 

September 30^ 186 i. 

Major-General Hancock: 

General: Our line crossed the Squirrel Level road and proceeded 
toward the Boydtou plank road. At Pegram’s the enemy threw him- 
self on our left fiauk and was, for a moment, vsuccessful. He wa^s sub- 
sequently driven back. Our line advanced until dark. General Meade 
is still at the front. 

S. W. CEAWFOIM), 

Brigad icr- General. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30^ 1861. 

Mjijor-General Hancock: 

Warren has carried the first line of works on the Squirrel Level road 
beyond Poplar Spring Church. One gun and caisson were taken. He 
is advancing toward the Boydton road. Parke is on his left. Sixty 
prisoners were captured. 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 

Brigadier- General. 


Providence, September 80^ 186 i. 

Lieutenant-General Grant: 

Dispatch received and the members of my staff will be ordered back 
at once. Some have gone. 

A. B. BUENSJDE, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters Armies of the United States, 

City Foint, September 30, 1864. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Army Corps: 

The lieutenant-general desires that you send Colonel Humphrey 
down here to-night. The general wishes to assign him to the command 
of a division in Eighteenth Corps in place of Stannard, wounded to-day. 
He will give him back to you again. I think he will be a fine man for 
the division, will he not? 

O. E. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 
September 30, 1864 — 9 a. m. (Eeceived 9.20 a. m.) 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

General Warren is ordered to move out the Poplar Spring Church 
road and endeavor to secure the intersection of the Squirrel Level 
road. The commanding general directs that you move out after and 
co-operate with him in endeavoring to secure a position on the right of 
the enemy’s position. Try to open a route across the swamp to vicinity 
of Miss Pegram’s, below Poplar Spring Church, and take post on 
Warren’s left. Gregg will be directed to move out to Wilkinson’s. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Kinth Corps, 

Poplar Spritig Church, September 30, 1864— -1 p. m. 

General Meade: 

I am now close u]) with Warren. Am cutting a road from Smith’s 
to the westward, pressing to the south of Warren. Warren has just 
advanced, and I am ready to support him, if necessary. 

Youi’S, 

JNO. G. PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30, 1864 — 7.45 p. m. 

Major-General Parke, 

Commanding Ninth Corps: 

The ma-jor-geueral commanding directs that you occupy the intrench- 
ments taken from the enemy to-day, your right on the redoubt in 
Peebles’ field and the left on the swamp. You should hold across the 
road running past Peebles’ toward J. Hawks’ or J. Smith’s and intrench. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


72 R R— VOL xm, FT u 
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac, 
September 30^ 1864 — 11J5 p. m. (Sent 12 midniglat.) 
Major-General Parke, 

Gommandmj Ninth Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send out a ^strong 
reconnaissance at daylight to-morrow to as(*ertain the whereabouts of 
the enemy, and that you advance your pickets well out at the same 
time. General Warren is similarly directed. General Gregg is ordei‘ed 
to move out the Miss Pegram road to-morrov at daylight for reconnais- 
sance and to communicate with you and co-operate so far as may be 
necessary. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September JO, 1664. 

Major-General Warren: 

1 have been ordered to move at 8 o’clock. Would like to know 
whether you are moving or expect further orders before starting? 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Ninth Army Corps, 

September 30, 1H)L 

General Warren: 

I vill hold on liere until 1 hear further from GeiuTal Meade. Please 
let me know when you receive orders to move, so that J may join you. 

JNO. G. PARKE, 

Major-General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 1st Brio., 1st Div., 0th A. C., 

No. 12, ) Near Petersburg, Ya., September 80, 18()i. 

1. In compliance with orders from division headquarters, dated Sep- 
tember 30, 1804:, 1 hereby assume command of the First Brigade, First 
Division, Ninth -.Vriny Corps, Col. B. C. Christ, Fiftieth Pennsylvania 
Veteran Volunteers, commanding, having been mustered out of the 
U* S. service. 

SAMUEL IJARRIMAN, 
Colonel Thirtij-serenth Wiseonsiu Volunteers. 


Head(2UARters Defenses Fifth CIorps, 

September 30, 186a. 

Brigadier-General Ferrebo, 

Commanding Third Division, Ninth Corps: 

General: The Two hundred and tenth P(mnsylvania is now occu- 
pying the woiks from Fort Wadsworth to the right. If your line is 
too thin you may move to the riglit, but let me know before moving. 
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Oiir forces have advanced to the Pegram house. Another regiment, 
800 strong, will arrive to-night. Look out for the left of your Tine to- 
night and report anything that is unusual. 

S. W. CEAWFOED, 

Brigadier- General, 


P. S. — In case of necessity apply to Brigadier-General Bragg for 
relief. 


S. W. 0. 


Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, 

September 30, 1864 — 12,30 p, m, 

Brigadier-General Fbrrero, 

Gomdg, Division, at General Parl'^s Hdqrs,, Jones^ House: 

The major-general commanding directs that you extend your line 
from Fort Howard to Fort Wadsworth, relieving the biigade ot Gen- 
eral Orawfor(Us division now in the intrenchments between those re- 
doubts. You will 1 ‘eceive your orders from General Crawford, who is 
at General Warren^s headquarters on the Weldon railroad. Eeport to 
him where you are and how reached. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-Oeneral and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30, 1864 — 12,15 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Greoo, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

(Through Headquarters Fifth Corps.) 

You need not have your command ready to move before 8 o’clock in 
the morning. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
September 30, 1804 — 8,15 a, m, (Eeceived 9.09 a. m.) 

Major-General Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff: 

All quiet during the night. The enemy’s pickets are directly in 
front of mine on the Eeams’ Station and Wyatt and the cross-road to 
the Vaughan road. 

^ D. MoM. GEBGG, 

Brigad ier- General. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30, 1864 — 9 a, m, 

Brigadier-General Greoo, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move out to Wilkin- 
son’s, on the Vaughan road. General Warren is directed to endeavor 
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to occupy the intersection of Squirrel Level road with Poplar Spring 
Church road, and General Parke to try and open a route across below 
Poplar Spring Church to Miss Pegram^s. 

A. A. HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of 8tajf, 


Headquarteujs Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 30, 1861 — 12,10 p. m, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General: I am on the Vaughan road. The enemy made some op- 
position to my advance. In the affair last evening General Hampton 
commanded. Generals W. H. F. Lee and Butler were present. The 
enemy moved back after dark in the direction of the Eowanty. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. MoM. GEBGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 30, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

General: I left one strong regiment on the plank road to watch 
that road and toward Beams’ Station. The pickets fell back to the 
Eowanty, and 1 cannot discover that Hampton’s force ha^s moved 
north of that stream. There are several roads on my left, to hold which 
and toward Beams’ Station requires considerable expenditure of my 
command. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Di vision. 


Headquarters Army op the Potomac, 

September 30, 1861 — 1,15 p, m. 

Brigadier-General Greco, 

Commanding Cavalry: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move up a brigade 
by the route you followed yesterday, communicate with General Parke, 
and look out for his left, and endeavor to get on the Boydton plank 
road. General Parke is moving out northwest finom Peebles’ to strike 
the plank road about A. Boisseau’s, You can send back and bring up 
forage to-night. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 30, 1861 — 5,20 oUdocIc, 
Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, ^ 

Chief of Staff] Army of the Potomac : 

General: I have sent General Davies’ brigade (which was at once 
available) to carry out your instructions on General Parke’s left. The 
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regiment sent to Miss Pegram^s to report to General Warren belongs 
to my remaining brigade. As General Davies will be in the same 
vicinity I would like to have this regiment relieved, as the brigade to 
which it belongs is mostly engaged picketing. I hear firing in the 
direction General Davies has advanced, so that probably his arrival 
will be delayed. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 

Brigadier ‘ Oen era L 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

September 30^ 1864. — SM p. m, 
Brigadier-General Greg-o, Commanding Cavalry : 

The majior-general commanding directs that you withdraw the bri- 
gade you sent up the road toward the Boydton plank road past Miss 
Pegram^s, directing a regiment to report to General Parke, commanding 
Ninth Corps. General Parke holds part of the intrenchments taken 
from the enemy in Peebles’ field, General Warren making the connec- 
tion with the Weldon railroad. General Parke will probably wish the 
regiment to hold the cross-roads at or near the house marked 
Hawks ” on the ma]). Have you any information of the whereabouts 
of the enemy’s cavalry ? The commanding general wishes you to remain 
where you were this morning — that is, at Davis’. 

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, 

Major’ Oeim^al and Chief of Staff, 

Bring up such supplies as you require. 

A. A. H. 


Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps, 

September 30^ 1864 — 9,30 p, m. 

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac : 

General: Just before dark this evening the enemy’s cavalry made 
a demonstration against my regiment toward Kearns’ Station, and also 
on a road running south from near W'yatt’s. General Davies found 
the enemy with artillexy near the crossing of the Bowanty. I cannot 
discover where the main body of the cavalry is. I have not had a 
rei)ort from General Davies for some time, but presume he is at Miss 
Pegi'am’s, lie will not get back with his brigade, 1 fear, for several 
hours, as he will have establiwshed his line before the order for his 
return can reach him. A portion of the remaining brigade is on the 
Vaughan road. 

Kespectfully, 

D. McM. GEEGG, 
Brigadier ’General^ Commanding, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 
September 30^ 1861 — 11,50 p, m, (Sent 12 midnight.) 
Brigadier-General Gregg-, Comdg, Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac: 
(Through headquarters Fifth Army Corps.) 

The major-general commanding directs that you move out with your 
command to-morrow at daylight’ on the road on which the Boisseaus 
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live, according to the map, to aFicertaiu the position of the enemy. 
Yon will communicate with General Parke, whose ])osition I ha\T 
informed you ot and co-operate in recoimaivssance with him. 

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Headquarters Army of the Jambs, 

Jiaicfion of Varhia and JSfeio Marhet Roads^ 

In the Field, Septeinher 30, 186 i. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Gommandimj, &e.: 

A refugee from Kichmond, who has been identified by one of my 
agents, states that great ex(‘itement exists in Eichmond, and that the 
people talk among themselves of endeavoring to have the authorities 
evacuate the city if i)ossible. To the best of his knowledge and infor- 
mation no troops arrived in the city from Petersburg or otherwise up 
to 10 p. m. yesterday* 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


City Point, Va., Septemher 30, 186 i. 

Major-General Butler: 

Indications are that not more than one division of troops have been 
moved from Petersburg. Eeconnaissances might be made toward the 
Charles City road, and preparations made to move out that way in a 
day or two if thought advisable, breaking for a time all (‘oiuiection 
with the river. 1 do not say this will be advisable, but get smdi 
information as you can about roads, &c. Meade has moved on tln^ 
south with two divisions, and sent two more farther east to try and 
flank the enemy. As soon as anything is reported I will inform you. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, Va., Septemher 30, 1864. 

Major-General Butler, 

Deep Bottom : 

Has anything been heard of Kautz this morning'? I begin to feel 
some uneasiness about him. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

Junction *of Varina and Hew Marhet Roads, 

Sejytember 30, 1861 — 3 p, m. 

Lieutenant-General Grant, 

Commanding, iSsc. : 

Kautz has returned and is picketing on our right from the Darby- 
town road to New Market, and is holding the former road in force, lie 
was not able to get through. The enemy here massed on General Bir- 
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ney’sleffc, whicli is about the center of our lino, nearly opposite large 
fort which we took, and made a determined assault in tlu'ee liwte ivith 
a very heavy fire of artillery, but were repulsed just now. 

BEKJ. F. BTJTLBE, 

Major- General, CommanMitg. 


Hbauqua'.^ 
In the Field, September 30, 186 ^ 


Lieutenant-General Grant : 

The enemy have assaulted my lines three times at the x,. 
yesterday, but have been each time handsomely repulsed. 
Staunard is seriously wounded. If you will send me a good 
general to command his division you will confer a great favor. % 

BENJ. P. BGTLEB^^. 
Major 




(viTY Point, Sej^tember 30,18^^ 

Major-General Butler: 

1 will send Bi-i^adiiT-G-eneral ITunixdiroy, of tlie Ninth Corp^, 
take connnaud oi' tStiinnard’s division, until some general oilicer 
A column ot troops numbering* from !i,000 to .1,000 inen were reporti|ii^^|^^ 
moving* on the Richmond pike toward Petersl)ui*g this afternoon. J 

V. S. GRANT, 

Liexutemnt- GmerciL 


City Point, ISej^tember 30^ ISCii 

Major-Gcnenil Butlru, 

J>cvi) Bottom : 

(xoneral Warren (‘arried the enemy\s works beyond Spring Olxureh 
handsomely, capturing a number of jn'isoners. lie is now preparing 
for 11 further iidvance on the enemy. Be well on your guard to act 
defensively. If the enemy are forced from Petersburg they may push 
to oppose you. 

U. S. GRANT. 

(Oopy to (xonenil Biruey.) 


TIeaix^uauters Army of the James, 

Heptember 30^ 1804 — 7.60 p. m. 

Lieut enant-( I eneral Grant, 

City Point: 

The telegraph now is within half a mile of my headqnaiters, and 
TK^iivcr Weitzcl’s. We are making the best xwpiiratioii we can for de 
tense. Wc liave re])ulsed the enemy in ail his attacks, with little loss on 
our side and heavy on theirs. We are much weaker than you suxipose. 
I would be very glad of any re-enforcements. The reuxainder of Field's 
division, three brigades, have crossed and are in our front with Uoke’wS 
division. Ueth w^as ordered to start, but I can hear nothing of him. 
The city local resxTves are in our front, down to the cle ks in the naval 
dex>artment, known as the Naval Battalion, and the clerks in tlie 
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express companies and the policemen. We have got now before us 
everything there is. A few more men and we can push through the 
Darbytown line unless Lee quits Petersburg. If he does it is a ques- 
tion of legs which will get here first. I feel no doubt of being able to 
hold until you come if Lee and all come. These assaults appear to be 
directed to the recapture of the big fort. It is evident that that 
capture troubles the enemy much; indeed, the prisoners say they 
are told it shall be taken if it costs every man they have got and all 
we have got. Be it so. So far as I am <‘Oneerned it shall not betaken 
except upon those terms. I congratulate you upon Warren^s success. 
I hope he has been successful in the attack we have just heard. I have 
no accurate map, so that I cannot a]>preciate the value of his success. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 

Major- Gener ah 


City Point, September 30^ 186 d — 11 p, m. 

Major-General Butler: 

General Meade’s forces met with some success to-day, capturing a few 
prisoners, two redoubts, and some rifle-pits; but later this evening, in 
moving two divisions or the Ninth Corps to flank the enemy, they were 
attacked furiously by two divisions of Hill’s corps and forced back 
somewhat, leaving some of their wounded and some prisoners in the 
hands of the enemy. A division of the Fifth Corps moved u]) to their 
assistance and checked any farther advance, and it is thought with 
heavy slaughter of the enemy. This would look as if no heavy for(ie 
had been sent north of the James. I think it would be advisable lor 
you to reconnoiter up the Darbytown road, and if there appears to be 
any chance for an advance make it. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


City Point, September 30^ 1861 — 11.15 p. m. 
Major-General Butler: 

Whilst in your present iiosition Wilson’s Wharf and Powhatan can be 
reduced to small garrisons, and Harrison’s Landing can be abandoned 
altogether, if this will give you re-enforcements to do any good. 

IT. S. QEANT, 

Lieutena nt- Genera 1. 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

September 30j 1861 — 11.30 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. XT. S. Grant, 

City Point, Va.: 

From an officer who is to take the oath of allegiance I rec<4ve the 
following information, upon which I rely: That before me there is 
Ileth’s, Wilcox’s, Field’vS, and Hoke’s divisions, Pickett still at Ber- 
muda, Early having Ker^shaw’s, Eodes’ (Early’s old), and Breckinridge’s 
forces. Before Petersbuig is Anderson’s old divusion, JMahone com- 
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inandiug, and Bnshrod Johnson. Lee is commanding in person on 
the north side of the James. We shall be attacked in the morning and 
we shall make the best light we can, but it is respectfully sitggested that 
the immediate movement of a division or two by rail to City Point, and 
thence by boat to Aiken’s Landing, is necessary. They have as many 
men as we have, with the advantage of being the attacking party. We 
shall be ready for them at day^light. Hoke’s division has suffered so 
heavily that I don’t think it will go in again. This information, which 
I believe is reliable, is submitted to the lieutenant-general. We have 
as the result of to-day’s lighting 209 prisoners, 18 officers, 2 battle-flags. 

BBITJ. F. BUTIjER, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


City Point, Va., September 30, 1364. 

Ma-ior-General Butlee, 

Deep Bottom: 

Your dispatch received since mine was sent to you. Without aban- 
doning the position now occupied by Meade, I cannot re enforce you. 
You might, however, jiut a new regiment in at Deep Bottom and move 
tliat force to the front. If the enemy continues to hold his present 
force at Petersburg, I will to-morrow or Sunday night withdraw a corps 
rapidly, using railroad and steamers to get them to you without 
latigue, and make another push. Is there not a considerable number 
of the Eighteenth Corps back in their old camps who ought to be up 
with their regiments? 

U. S. GRANT, 

lAeutena/n t- Gen era 1. 


IIdqes. Dept, op Vieg-inia and Noeth Caeolina, 

In the Field, September 30, 1364. 

(Sent 12.30 a. m. October 1.) 

Lieutenant General Geant, 

Commanding, City Point: 

Since writing my dispatch of 11.30 p. m., 1 have received yours of 11 
]). m. saying that two divisions of Hill’s corps are before Petersburg. 
I don’t think that can be. I have drawn all the available old men, with 
the exception of 200 men, from Forts Powhatan and Pocahontas. Gen- 
eral Ord was notified at his headquai'ters to^ forward all the men in his 
camp to-day. 1 see no reason to alter my dispatch of 8.30 [11.30J p. ni. 
1 will put the oflicer upon his life as to the tnith of his information be- 
f()r(‘ sending this dispatdi. 

P. S. — I have examined this man upon his life, and he says he is will- 
ing to put it upon the question of all the divisions I have named except 
Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, to wit, Heth, Field, and Hoke, He 
believes strongly from what he has heard that Wilcox is here, but he 
says he does not know it. We have numbers of prisoners from Field’s 
and Hoke’s divisions, and all report Heth here. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Axtgfhta, Me., ISentemhe^ JSOL 

Maj. Crcn. B, F. Butler : 

The Governor is abvsent, but v^ill endeavor to have the Eighth and 
Eleventh Maine Eegiments filled up. 

JOHN L. HODSDON, 

Adjutant' Oenera L 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Ya. and N. 0., 

V Army of the James, 

No. IIG. ) In the Fields Septemlxr .>V>, 1S6J, 

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Godfrey Weitzelis hereby assigned to duty a(*(*ording 
to his brevet rank, and will assume command of th<' Eighteenth Army 
Corps, relieving Major-General Ord, wounded in action. 

By command of Major-General Butler: 

ED. W. SMITH, 

Lleutenaut-Cotonel and Asnistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army of the James, 

September 30, ISOi — 9,55 a. m, 
Major-General Birney, Commanding Tenth Corps : 

The exigency having arisen provided for in the instructions, the june- • 
tion of the two corps. General Paine’s division will report to Major- 
General Weitzel, who has asvsuined (Dinmand of the Eighteenth (^or])S, 
General Bii'uey will move his corps by the left, so as to connect with the 
right of General Weitzel, at or near the prominent work tak<m by the 
Eighteenth Corps from the enemy, now 0 (*cupied by Gen(‘ral Stannard’s 
division. His command will then man the lino until it strikes tlu^ New 
Market road, and then at a proper xmint a<Toss that road he will i*efiise 
his right, throwing it over nearly parallel to the road as the ea])abilities 
of the ground may suggest. Geimral Kuutz, with his eommajul, now on 
the Darbytown road, will connect with (general Birney, holding the 
most of his force with the right refused, and i)i<*kets() as to join pi<*kels 
with the for(*es at Deep Bottom, at or near the signal station at N(‘w 
Market. General Kautz will throw his x>ickets out on all ])racticable 
roads, so that no advance can be made by the enemy without timely 
notice, and if an advance is made it will be resisted firmly and imnu^- 
diate information given to General Birney and tlusse headcpiartcrs 
simultaneously. Both Generals Birney and Kautz will strengthen tlun’r 
lines by abatis, felling trees, and by such other means as their experi- 
ence will suggest, it beiitg our intention to hold our i)ositions as at 
present until other movemeuts of the enemy. It is suggested that the 
reveille should be at 4.30 in the morning. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

(Same to General Kautz.) 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Field, Va., September 30, ISfU, 
Division commanders will hold their commands well in hand and 
lueparccl to move at any time. The men must be kepi with their regi- 
ments, and all stragglers and men absent from the r(»giments other 
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than authorized details must immediately be called in. As it is pos- 
sible that a forward movement by either flank may he made by us it is 
of the utmost importance that all men be kept immediately with their 
commands, as otherwise they w^ill be liable to capture by the enemy. 
All baggage and supx^ly wagons must be sent to Deep Bottom, and 
when brought to the trout must be detained no longer than is neces- 
sary. 

By command of Major-General Birney : 

E. L. P^OED, 

Gaptairij Aide-de-Gamp cmd Acting Assistant A dpitant- General. 


Circular.] ITeadquaeters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Biehmond, September 30^ 1864. 

Pursuant to orders from superior headquaiters, this corps will hold 
the present line. General Paine having received orders to report back 
to the Eighteenth Corps will be relieved as rajudly as possible by 
Brigadier-General Birney. The brigade of Second Division reporting- 
last night to the Eighteenth Corps will be relieved at once and Jielp 
General booster to extend his line connecting with General Birney. 
Major-Ckmeral Terry will move his reserve brigade to the left, relieving 
General P'oster^s right brigade. These disx)ositions will be made as 
soon as possible. 

By command of Maior-Geneval Birney: 

OnAS. n. GBAYES, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Bichmond, September 30^ 1864. 

Division commanders will at once strengthen their -works, reversing 
them and slashing timber in their front, making vsuch improvements 
as may be necessary in their opinion. In case of an attack on one 
part of the line trooi)s will be held ready to double-quick to it if neces- 
sary. The enemy are, of course, being strongly re-enforced. Trench- 
ing tools can be sent for to the rear. 

1). B. BIENEY, 

Major-Genen'al. 


Headquarterjs Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Richmond^ September 30^ 1864. 

Brigadier- General Terry, 

First Bivision: 

(General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you 
that Barton’s brigade will soon be relieved and ordered to repoit to 
you. 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. H. GEAVES, 

Assistant Adjutant- General and Aide-de-Gamp. 
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, 

Before Richmond^ September SOj 1864, 

[General W. Birney]: 

General: Tlie major-general commanding directs that you hold 
yourself in readiness to relieve General Paine’s division and extend 
your lines to the left. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAS. H. GRAVES, 

Assietant Adjutant- General and Aide-de-Gamp. 


Hdqrs. First Brio., Third Div., Tenth Army Corps, 

In the Fields September 30, 1864. 

Capt. E. L. Ford, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain : I have moved one of my regiments to the left of the ravine, 
connecting closely with General Paine. General Paine has not moved 
to the left and says he has no oiders to move. 

Awaiting instructions, I remain, your obedient servant, 

WM. BIEFEY, 

Bri gadier- Genera 7, ( ^omman di ng. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies op the United States, 

No. 100- ) Glty Point, Va., September 30, 1864. 

On account of wounds received in battle leave of absence for thirty 
days is hereby panted Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, commanding Eighteenth 
Army Corps, with permission to take with him his personal aide, Maj. 
S. S. Seward. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 

GEO. K. LEET, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Atimy of the James, 

Junction of the Varina and New JMarhet Roads, 

In the Field, September 30, 1804. 

Major-General Weitzel, 

Commanding Fighteenth Army Corps: 

Come up as far as you can. We shall have a very thin lino to strike 
the New Market road. Favor us as much as possible, and Birney will 
join Stannard’s division. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

M ajo r- G en era I, Com m a nd i ng. 


Headquarters Eig-hteenth Corps, 

September SO, 1864. 

Col. E. W. Smith, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept, of Va. and N. C. : 

Sir : I have the honor to report, for the information of the general 
(Diumanding, that the force I have under my command will not extend 
from that work to the river. I have just returned funn a i)eisonal 
examination of the line. 


G. WEITZEL, 
Brevet Major-General. 
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Headquakteks Army op the James, 

iSeptember 30^ 1864. 

Major-General Weitzel, 

Commanding MgliieentJi Armg Gorjgs : 

Prisoners taken report that they have been quite lieavily re-enforced, 
and that orders have been given to take the forts in your front at all 
hazards before sundown to-morrow. We know of their being re-eu- 
forced by Hoke’s division and three brigades of Field^s division, about 
3,500 men. Look out for to-morrow morning. 

BEl^J. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Third Division, EianTEENTn Corps, 

Near Cliaffinh Farm, September 30, 1864. 

Captain Graves, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Corps: 

I sent an hour since a staff officer to Deej) Bottom for my own com- 
missary stores. I have also to report that I have just been informed 
by Major-General Weitzel, commanding Eighteenth Corps, that I was 
to be relieved in my present x)Osition by troox)S of Tenth Corx>s, and 
was then lo report to him. 

Eespectfully, 

C. J. PAINE, 

Brigad ior- General, Commanding. 


Orders.] Headquarters Army op the James, 

Tn the Field, September 30, 1864. 

Colonel Moore, commanding Two hundred and third Eegiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, Birney’s Sharx)shooters, is hereby detailed to take 
command of the post of Deep Bottom and on the other side of Four- 
Mile Creek. He will be responsible for picket, provost, and other 
duties, and will receive all recruits and report them to their proper 
commands and forward them, if ordered by their commanding officers, 
lie will see that no enlisted man passes the pontoon bridge from the 
l)ost without a x)rox)er order, or an orderly bearing dispatches. 

BENJ. F. BUTLEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Darby ItoAD, First Line Eebel Works, 

September 30, 1861 — 7.30 a. m. 

General Butler, 

Commanding : 

I lelt the enemy’s line all the way to the Chickahominy and found the 
roads, all of them, commanded by heavy and light artillery. 1 found it 
a (connected line throughout and the redoubts very numerous. I made 
an at temi)t at midnight to assault the works near the Chickahominy, 
but in the darkness the command became confused in the fallen timber, 
which was very extensive and difH<*ult to get through, and I withdrew. 
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Having liad no sleep last night, the command is now resting and feed- 
ing. I wDl await orders here. I have about a dozen prisoners. My 
wounded amount to half a dozen. NTone killed as yet reported. 

AUGUST V, KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General 


[Sbptekber 30, 1864. — For the ‘^effective” of the Union forces 
operating against Eichmond, see Part I, p. 39.] 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G, Meade, U. S. 
Army, commanding, for the month of September', 1804. 


Command. 


Present for 
duty. 




-R 



<1 


Pieces of 
artillery. 



General headquarters 

Provost Guard (Pati-iok) 

Engineer Brigade (Benham) 

Battalion IT. S. Engineers (Harwood) 

Artillery (Hunt) 

Guards and orderlies (Ingalls) 

Signal Corps (Fisher) 

Second Army Corps (Hancock) 

Fifth Army Corps (Wairen) 

Ninth Army Corns (Parke) 

Second Cavalry Division ((^regg) 

Total 


38 
45 
36 

5 

39 
1 
9 

795 

637 

530 

146 


1,001 
2, 269 
241 
1,128 
45 
134 
16, 316 
13,568 
14,747 
4, 524 


38 
1,494 
2, 813 
285 
1, 245 
97 
163 
22, 725 
19, 080 
19, 551 
6, 387 


42 
2, 044 
3,213 
346 
1,540 
102 
198 
46, 844 
32, 829 
35, 640 
11, 136 







40 





54 

4t 

26 

4 





1. 281 


53, 973 


73, 878 


133, 934 


168 


Abstract from returns of the Department of Hirginia and North Carolina, Maj. Gen. 
Benjamin P, ButUr, U. 8. Army, commanding, J'or the month of September, 1804. 

[Compiled mainly from suhordiuato returns. J 


Command. 


General headqxiartors 

Signal Corps iClum) 

Naval Brigade (Graham) 

I3th Company MassachusettsITeavy Artillery (Pickering) 

Ist New Xork Mounted liiflca (Sumner) . . . 

Ist New York Engineers (Sorrell) 

Siege Artillery (Abbot) 

Tenth Army 001^)8 (Bimey) 

Eighteenth Anny Corps (Weitzel) 

Cavalry Division (Kautz) 

District of Eastern Virginia (Shepley) 

District of North Carolina (Harlund) 

Separate Brigade* (Marston) 

Provisional Brigade (Potter) 

Grand total 

Grand total according to department return 


Present for 


d 

l*ieces of 

duty. 

Ol 

as 

<1^ . 

artillery. 



2 






Ph 










S 

n 

bo 

1 


>4 

> 

jd 


a> 

bfl 

bo 


a> 

o 




w 


28 


28 

29 



20 

139 

164 

196 



27 

537 

822 

1, OO-t 



5 

100 

124 

145 



12 

348 

nil 

1,215 



6 

303 

393 

686 1 



53 

1,484 

1,714 

2,018 

29 

54 

417 

10, 807 

12,834 

22,950 


54 

356 

9, 399 

11, 839 

1 25,835 ! 

64 


58 

1,492 

2, 005 

' 3,051 


0 

139 

3,984 

5, 631 

10, 790 

150 

12 

230 

5, 558 

7,910 

10, 095 

60 i 

40 

65 

1,500 

1,881 

2,337 

1 

9 

207 

4,622 

5, 147 

7, 289 



1,629 

40,342 

51,075 

88,300 

310 

177 

|1.633 

40, 354 

49,787 

87, 115 

394 

128 


^Embraces troops at Harrison’s Landing an<l Forts Pocahontas and Powhatun. 
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Special Oedbes, ) Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 180. J Richmond; Augmt 1 , 1861 . 

^ ^ :|f * 

XXXVI. The following schedule of prices for articles named therein, 
adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law for the State of 
Virginia, are announced for the information of all concerned, and the 
special attention of officers and agents of the Government is directed 
thereto: 


KicriMONi), Va., AxujuHt 1,1864, 

Hon. James A. Seddon : 

Sir: Wo were informed early in July tliat the demand for army supplies was so 
urgent that your department felt constrained to disregard our schedule prices then 
in force and ohor market rates to the farmers for their wheat if delivered in July. 
This policy was deemed indispensable to insure the early receipt of supplies. Con- 
curring wdth the War Department in the paramount importance of obtaining, at the 
earliest ]>racticable period, a quantity of wheat for the supxiort of the army, we 
aX)X)rohended so gree'*' e ev’stod between our former rates and the rates 

then oftering in our ■ b unless Ave advanced x>i‘ices our action might 

seriousQy] eml)arra8' . ■ ^ ■ in their effoi*ts to obtain immediate sux)plie8. 

Under these circumstances, and owing to the very short croji of wheat and unpre- 
cedented demand fov hreadstulTs, together with the depreciation in the currency, as 
Avell as to the further fact that the farmers were then securing the oat and hay crops, 
w-e x^roposed the advanced x>n<‘eH set forth in our .Tuly and August schedules; but 
now, as the immediate wants of the army are being provided for and vigorous efforts 
ar(‘ initiated to r(M]”'‘e and reinstate public credit, we are disposed to 

accept the recent i i ; -of x>Rhlie opinion in regard to our prices as the 
stirong(*st assurance that iu future adequate suxixdies can he secured on A^ery moderate 
terms. As the x)reHS, the public, and the farmers in x>iii*t have all united in con- 
demning our rates as too high, wo therefore defer to Avhat seems to be the general 
desire and propose the following x)rices; 

Having readox)tod the schedules of May and June last^ iu accordance with the 
clearly manifested wishes of t.ho x>eox>le, we hav<‘ thought it advisable and i>rox>er to 
stimulate the sale and delivery of small grain, i&c., now so much needed as to be 
indisxiensablo, by advaueing the x^rice of wheat, Hour, eonx, and corn meal, oats and 
hay, delivered in the month of August. Therefore v^^e x>lac<* the x>nee of wheat at 
$7.50 x>er bushel, and a c<)rresx)oudj[ng advance of 50 x>©r cent, on all the grades of 
Hour, mill offal, *&c., and corn we assess at $6 i)er bushel, and corn meal at $6.30 iier 
bushel ; oats and hay, x>er 100 x)Ounds, unbalod, at $6, and at $7 ])er 100 pounds haled, 
east of the Blue Ridge, and delivered during the mouth of August. 

Railroad iron not being included in the UoA^ernment contracts with the iron man- 
ufacturers should not have been advanced in our last schednh^s, so we readoiit our 
old valuation for railroad iron, and put the xiricc at $190 per ton. 

The f ■!■ JO*' . I'l be the pri<‘es of wheat, Hour, mill offal, corn, and corn meal, 
oats, hi,..:-;: iron, <lelivered during the month of August. 

In Sept(‘mber w(‘ lu’opose to ado])t sinq^ly the former schedules for May and Juno, 
with the exo(q)tion of the assessment ux>ou railroad iron, Avhich we wish to continue 
at $190 ])or ton <luring the month of Heid-emher. Wo also readopt theiMsvision of our 
February and March soh<‘dule iu r<*forenee to the iinpimsmeut of horses as x^nhlished 
in oar July sch<*dulo. We trust that the peox>le in thos(‘ counties who have recently 
in public me(‘tings expressed their aHcavs in favor of Ioav pri(‘cs will now, since all 
imi)edimeuts have b(*en removed, as ])atriotical lead out in tendering and selling, 
both to th(^ (irovernment and to the x>ooplo, all they can 8X)are at schedule rates. 
SiKjh an (‘xamplc voluntarily set bedbro the peo}>lo would exert a most salutary in- 
Hucu(‘<‘. The x)ublic may be assured wo will int<‘ri )080 no barrier to thwart either 
tlnar Ixmevohmt intentions or generous con trihtit ions in behalf oC their country. 
Id(‘utilied Avith themin all respects, wo are disposed to foster every x>i’«'iseworthy 
effort made in behalf of our eoiomoii cause. 


Richmond, Va., Maxj 4, 1864. 

Hon. James A. fSKDDON: 

Sir: In reviewing the schedules of x)ricc8 for May and .lune we invited the co-op- 
eration and aid of Mr. William B. Harrison, and it is just to add the schedules 
nxauved the unanimous ax)proval of the commissioners. W(‘ respectfully offer the 
accompanying Schedules A and B, wdth the understanding that the x^^^ices are to 
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remain for the months of May and June, unless in the interval it should he deemed 
necessary to modify them. The following prices are to bo the maximum rates to be 
paid for the articles impressed in all cities and the usual places of sale, and when 
impressed on farms or elsewhere the same prices are to bo paid. Under existing 
circumstances we deem it not only just, but most likely to favor increased produc- 
tion, that producers in future should not be required to transport their surplus pro- 
ductions when impressed, but that the agents of the Government should employ or 
impress the neighborhood or county wagons and teams to haul all such artiedes, and 
so divide the work between the owners of wagons and teams as to be least preju- 
dicial to those successfully engaged in agriculture. 

Schedule A. 


Article. 

Quality. 

Description. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Wheat 

Prime 

White erred 

Per bushel of 00 pounds. 

$5 00 
22 00 

Floar 

Good, fine 


Per barrel of 196 pounds . 

Do 

Good, superfine 


do 

25 00 

Do 

Good, extra superfine. 
Good, family 


do 

26 00 

Do 


do 

28 00 

Com 

Prime 

White or yellow . . 

Pei bushel, 56 pounds . . . 

4 00 

Uiisliellod com 

do 

-.-.do 

do 

3 95 

Com meal 

Good 


Per bushel, 50 pounds . . 

4 20 

Bye 

Cleaned oatw 

Prime - 


Per bushel, 56 pounds . . 

3 20 

do 


Per bushel, 32 pounds .. 

2 50 

Wheat bran 

Good 


Per bushel, 17 pounds .. 

50 

Shorts 

do 


P(^^ bushel, 22 pounds . . 

70 

Brown stuff 



Per bushel, 28 pounds . . 

90 

Ship stuff. 

do 


Per bushel, 37 pounds . 

1 to 

Bacon 

do 

Hog round 

Per pound, net weight. . 

3 00 

Pork, salt 

do 

Per pound 

2 60 

Pork, fresh 

Fat and good 


2 25 

Lard 

Good 



3 00 

Horses and mules . . - 

First class 

Artillery, &c 

Average price per head . 

500 00 

Wool 

Fair or merino 

Washed 

Per pound 

3 00 

Do 


Unwashed 

.(lo 

2 00 

Pease 

Good 


Per bushel 

12 00 

Beans 



do 

12 00 

Potatoes 


Irish 

do 

5 00 

Do 


Sweet 

do 

8 00 

Onions 



do 

5.00 

Dried peaches 


Pealed 

do 

K 00 

Do. 


Unpealed 

do 

4 50 

Dried apples 

Hay, baled 


Pealed 

do 

5 00 


Timothy or clover. 

Per 100 pounds 

3 90 

Do 


Orchard or herd 

do 

3 90 

Hay, unbaled 


grass. 

do 

3 00 

Sheaf oats, baled 



do 

4 40 

Sheaf oats, unbalcd . . 




3 50 

Blade fodder, baled . . 




3 90 

Blade fodder, unhaled. 



do 

3 00 

Shucks, haled 



do 

2 60 

Shucks, un baled 



do 

1 70 

Wheat straw, baled.. 



do 

2 20 

Wheat straw, un- 



do 

1 30 

haled. 

Pasturage 


Interior 

Per head per month 

3 00 

Do 

Superior 

....do 

do 

4 00 

Do 

First-rate 

....do 

do 

f) 00 

Do 

Good 

Near cities 


5 00 

Do 

Superior 

do 

do 

6 00 

Do — » 

First-rate 

— do 


7 00 

Salt 

Good 


Per bushel of 50 pounds. 

5 00 

Soap 



Per pound 

2 00 

Candles 

do 

Tallow 


3 00 

Vinegar 

do 

Cider 

Per gallon 

3 00 

Whisky 


Trade 

do 

15 00 

Sugar 

Molasses 

do 

Brown 

Per pound 

6 00 

do 

New Orleans 

Per gallon 

25 00 

Rice 

do 


Per pound 

1 00 

Coffee 


Rio 

.do 

8 00 

Tea 


Trade 

do 

15 00 

Vinegar 


Manufactured 

Per gallon 

1 00 

Pig-iron 

do 

No. 1 quality 

Per ton 

350 00 

Do 


No. 2 quality 


314 00 

Do .' 

do 

No. 3 quality 

do 

278 00 

Bloom iron 


do . * . . 

710 00 

Smiths’ iron 


Round, plate, or 

do 

1, 030 00 

Kaolroad iron 


bar. 


425 00 
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Schedule A — Contiuued. 


Article. 

Quality. 

Description. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Leather 

Good 

Harness 

Per pound 

$5 30 

Do 


Sole 

do 

5 00 

Do 


tipper 

do 

5 60 

Beef-cattle 

Superior 

Gross weight 

Per 100 pounds 

30 00 

Do 

First -rate 

j do 


40 00 

Do 

Good 

....do 


50 00 

Salt beef 

Sheep 

Fair 


Net per pound 

Per head 

2 00 
50 00 

Army wooleii cloth, 
3-4 yards. 

Good 

10 ounces per yard 
per greater or 
less width or 
weight. 

Per yard 

11 00 

Army woolen cloth . . 


20 ounces per yard 
per greater or 
less width or 
weight. 


22 00 

Army woolen cloth, 

do 

do 

1 47i 

6-4 yards. 




Army woolen cloth . . 

do 


do 

1 71^ 

hlannola, 3-4 yards . . 

do 

6 ounces per yard. 

do 

2 08 

Cotton shirting, 3-4 


4^ yards per pound . 


1 98 

yards. 





Cotton shirting, 7-8 

do 

3£ yards per pound . 

do 

2 2 ^ 

yards. 




Cotton shootings, 4-4 

do 

3 yards per pound. 


3 00 

yards. 




Cotton, Obnaburg, 


6 ounces per yard. 

do 


3-4 yards. 




Cotton, Osnaburg, 

do 

8 OTinoos per yard. 



7-S ards. 




Cotton t(‘nt cloths ... 

do 

10 ounces per y ard . 

do 


Anny shoes 

do 

Per pair 

15 00 

Shoo thread 



PtT pound 

3 00 

Woolen HOOks, men’s. 

do 


Per pair 

2 00 

baled 



Per 100 pounds 

4 00 

: ■ iji 1 M. •, un- 

do 


do 

3 00 

balod. 





Wheat chaff, baled.. . 

do 



4 00 

Wheat chaff, unbaled 




3 00 

Sorghum molasses .. 

do 

Sorgluim 

Per gallon 

Per head 

20 00 

Pasturage for sheep. . 


Interior 

40 

Do 

Superior 

do 

do 

50 

Do 

First-rato 

....do 


60 


Note. — O n tlie aboye enumerated cotton clotbs pro rata as to greater or less widtli or weight. 


In assessing tlie average value of first-class artillery and wagon horses and mules 
at $500 we designed that the term should he accepted and acted upon according to 
its obvious common sense import. In other words, that they should be selected and 
then impressed accordingly, as their working qualities and adojition [adaptation] to 
anny service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a judicious pur*- 
chasor in considering them as coming within the contemplation of the commissioners 
when they assessed the average value of such horses as the Government needs at $500. 
Hut cases might arise, however, when the public exigencies would be so urgent as 
i.o demand that all horses at hand should be impresscid; yet, under ordinary circum- 
staiK'es, when family or extra blooded horses or brood mares of admitted high value 
arc impressed, we respectfully suggest to thp Secretary of War to have instructions 
forwarded to impre^ssiug ofiicors to proi)ose and allow the owners to substitute in 
their stead au<‘h strong, sound, and serviceable horses or mules as shall be considered 
and valued by competent and disinterested parties as first-class artillery borses or 
first-class wagon mules. 

The term '^average value per head'^ is in contradistinction to a fixed and uniform 
])rice for each hors<i and mule. Wo suppose in impressing a number of horses or 
mules, whether owned hy several persons or one individual, that some might be 
estimated at $300, and others at difierent advanced rates, according to their worth, 
up as high as $700, thus making an average value or price for a number of good, 
sound, and efiicient horses or mules $500 each. 

In illustration of our views we will add, that a horse with only one eye sound 
might, ill all other respects, be classed as a first-class artille^ horse, yet the loss of 
one eye would justly and considerably curtail liis value, 8^0 a horse fi’om ten to. 

7.3 R— VOL NLII, TT U 
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ei^Rteen. years of age miglit be deemed in all other particulars as a first-class artillery 
horse, but, of course, however ellicient and able to render good service for a year or 
two, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his value. Any horse, 
however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery horse, must, a<*- 
cording to deficiency, fall below the maximum price, and as few. comparatively, come 
up to the standard, and are, therefore, entitled to the maximum price, as, of course, 
in all other instances the price should bo iiropoiti-m.ituly reduced as imperfections 
place them below the standard of first-class, <fcc. 

Schedule B. 


Hire of labor y Uams, ivagonHy and drivers. 


Labor. 


Quantity and time. 


Price. 


Balinft long forago 

Shelling and bagging corn, sacks furnished by Government 

Hauling 

Hauling grain 

Hire or two-horse team, wagon, and driver, rations furnished by 
owner. 

Hire of same, rations furnished by Government 

Hire of four-borse team, wagon, and driver, rations furnished by 
owner. 

Hire of same, rations furnished by the Government 

Hire of six-horse team, wagon, aiid driver, rations furnished by 
owner. 

Hire of same, rations furnished by Govoniment 

Hire of laborer, rations fiirni&lied by owner 

Hiie of -I ' ■ •’ " by Government 

Hire of ■ ng furnished by owner 

Hiioof J i’ the Government 

Hue of ■ ‘j-'' ^ -fi .. - 1 . 

Hire of ' * ' ' ' ' *■ fu ■ 

Hire of ■ • ■ by tho Governmontr 

Hire of same, cioLiung ana rations luinished by owner 

Hire of ox-cart, team, and driver, rat ioTis furiiisbed by owner 

Hire of same, radons Imuished by Governiuent 


r<*r 100 pounds 

Per r>0 jmuuds 

IVr cwt., i)er mile 

Per bushel, p(‘r mile 

Per day 

do 

do 

do 

r -<10 

do 

do 


Per month. 
do ... 


do . 

do . 

Per day. 
do . 


$0 no 
05 
08 
04 

10 00 

5 00 
13 00 

G 50 
16 00 

8 50 
2 50 
1 50 
50 00 
30 00 
40 00 
300 01) 
too 00 
550 00 
10 00 
5 00 


llEVISION OP THE SCHEDULES OP FEBRUARY AND MARCH LAST. 

Siuco the luloption of our sclicdulcR for the mouths of P^brunry mid March the 
financial hills passed by Congress taxing tho currency have seriously impairc'd tho 
value of old issues of Confederate Treasurer notes. At this junoturo* larger numhors 
of horses and mules were iniiiressed and paid for in a currency which, in a few days 
thereafter was to he taxed 33^ per cent. 

The hoard of {State commissioners having^ adjouimed, and one of its momhors hoing 
out of the State, it could not he convened in time to review our scbedulc of ]>rices. 
Under thisBtato of facts wo have rearranged and re-examined our tarill* of luices, 
so far as we have been advised of recent impressmeiits, proposing, in this mo<l(‘, to 
remedy any diminution which may have resulted from the action of Congress upon 
tho currency. Therefore we abs(*ss tho average of artillery or 1 oi - or muhss 

impressed since tho passage ot the currency hill on the 17th of I b-l‘' j . at $000. 

This award will entitle each i)erhon to receive higher comiamsation ac(‘ordii)giy as 
each horse or mule impressed may be considered as Ixung a first, scM*ond, or tliird 
class artillery or wagon horse or mule, 'whether the partitas appeal to our board or 
not, and the impressing officers should forthwith call on all those persons of whom 
they iin])ressecl horses or mules «and jiropose a settlement upon the foregoing basis; 
but allowing to each person only such ])riccs as iirst, second, or third class artillery 
or wagon horses or mules may have been estimated at by the local or (*ouuty 
appraisers, assuming our average appraisement of $600 as a iair medium valuation. 
This, then, would allow ar maximum price of $800 and a minimum iirice of $*100, 
making $600 i.be average iiriee, thus allowing more for first-elass horses and mules, 
and pr()i)ortioiiately less for the inferior, as they may fall below’* the grade of iirst- 
elass, payment of wdiatever amount awarded to be made in the now issue of 'Treasury 
notes. 

The im]>ressing officers in those instances whore no arbitrators or local appraise- 
ments for horses or mules im]>res8od should in all such (^ases themselves ro-esbimatc 
the value of horses or mules thus impressed, and allow in eaefi case such additional 




Chap. LIV.] 


1155 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 

compensation as would, within the limits of our schedule rates, appear Just and 
jjroper. But if, after this revaluation and settlement, any person should not be satis- 
ned, the party could then appeal to our board and have the case reconsidered. 

All appeals and communications for the board of commissioners should be ad- 
dressed to D. Saunders Chilton, secretary of the board, Richmond, Va. 

E. W. HUBARD, 

ROBT. GIBBONEY, 

WM. B. HARRISON, 

Commiesioners of Jppraisementa for the State of Virginia. 

By order : 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and, Inspector General. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 

Aas istant Adj iita n t-Geii era 1. 


‘ BD^adquarters Engineer Troops, 

Blandford^ August 1^ 1864, 

Col. W. H. Stevens, 

Chief Engineer,, Army of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: On the night of the 30th a detachment of men under 
Lieutenant Wise commenced work at the crater at Pegram’s saP'eut, 
sinking shafts for the purpose of discovering the enemy’s mine. Lieu- 
tenant Wise’s report,* accompanying this, will give you the result of his 
examinations to this date. The detachment at Colquitt’s salient con- 
tinued the excavation of the gallery. No indications of the presence of 
the enemy mining has yet been discovered. During July 31 the indi- 
cations of the <memy mining had to our men, at Gracne’s, become so 
strong that you issued orders that the mines at this salient should be 
charged. The ammunition arrived late Sunday tifternoon; no lanyards 
accompanied the articles forwarded by tlie Ordnamte Department, and 
wo were forced to live our mines by the use of the safety fuse. I 
formed a detachment of men and in person proceeded to Gracie’a mine. 
By the time we conveyed the powder and other materials to the mine 
the early part of the night had been consumed. It was 11 p. m. before 
we commenced work in idacing the barrels of powder in the mines to 
bo charged. 1 aided in pervson in forming tlie magazine, attaching the 
safety fuse to the i)<)wder and tamping the mine very efficieutly aided 
by Mr. Blunt and Mr. Black, miners. By 0.15 a. m. August 1 we had 
the two mines charged, the safety fuse (one piece each barrel), in all 
four pieces, extended to the mouth of the shaft and prepared to lire at 
the signal. A Bag of truce having been arranged we waited until hos- 
tilities wer(^ resumed, when, the arrangements being completed, the 
signal to liro was given by G-eneral (Jracie. Mr. Black promptly 
applied the fire to the fuse, and after waiting three-quarters of an hour, 
and no ex])losion having taken xfiace, went into the mine and found 
that three pieces of the safety fuse had gone out and the fourth burn- 
ing slowly. A short distance from the shaft he cut oif the burning 
fuse, which, on examination, proved to be very defective and perfectly 
valueless. To this the failure to fire the mines can be charged. 

Very respectfully, &c., 

H. T. DOUGLAS, 

Captain, t&c. 


Soe p. 1160. 
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IIeadquarters Anderson’s Brioade, 

New Marhei^ Angmt I, 1864. 

Maj. W. F. Jones, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in ohodioiiee to instructioiivs 
from division headqu«arters, I ordered Lieiiteiiaut-Oolonel Oarinical, 
commanding Seventh Georgia Eegiment, witli his regiment to make 
the reconnaissance of Deep Bottom. As the result of his observation 
he reports driving the picket-line of the enemy some 200 yards, and 
could not advance farther without too much risk, and as he heard 
orders given to turn his right flank he withdrew, llis line was formed 
beyond Four-Mile Greek, the left resting on the creek, but in advam*- 
ing this flank was thrown forward. Colonel Oarmieal is under the 
impression, from the resistance met with, that there is a eonsiderabh^ 
force. We had two men slightly wounded in the, skirmish, and found 
two of the enemy dead. Lieutenant Wade, Lighth Georgia, was on a 
scout this morning as far as Malvern Hill, and re])orts sonmfive or six 
gun-boats in the river between that point and about due south of my 
headquarters on the Hill, a large camp at City Point, probably hos- 
pitals, and a large number of vessels in the rivei*, supposed transport . 
Some of my })ickets reported this morning that they heard lumber be- 
ing thrown about as if the pontoon bridge was being taken up below 
Bailey’s Eun. This is only supiiosition, of course, as we have not been 
able to see the bridge from our ])osition. I can discover pickets on the 
works about that point. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. ANDEESOE*, 

Brigadier- General. 

[IndoiMtiment I 

Headquarters Division, 

Angmt i, ISOt. 

Eespectfully forwarded for the information of the lieutenant-general. 

I will send out S(*outing parties from all the brigades in the morning. 
Other scouts out througliout the divivsion report an enemy still in my 
front behind breast- works. 

0. W. FIPILI), 
Brigadier- Genera 1. 


Special Orders, ^ Hdqrs. Artillery, First Corps, 

Eo. 24. i ' Angust ^86f. 

Maj. W. M. Owen having reported to tlu‘vse headquarters for artillery 
orders from headcpiai ters Artilleiy, Army of Eorthern Virginia, is lu^re- 
by assigned to the command of Major (Hbbes’ battalion arlillcTy, 

By order of Lieut. Col. Frank Huger: 

J. C. HASKELL, 

Gajptaln and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Eiciimond, August 2^ 186 f. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Petersburg^ Va. : 

Have ordered the promotion of General Mahone to date from the day 
of his memorable service, 30th of July. Have directed the appointment, 
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icMupoiary, of Oaptain Girarcley as re(‘()mnicii(Ie<l. Has your attention 
1)0011 called to Colonel Duuovant or 33e Saussure, temi>orarily to sup- 
ply place of General Elliott? I liave inquired as to position of Colonel 
Butler, and wliether lie can be detaclied. 

JEFE’K DAVIS. 


SpKCJIAL OtiDEES, ) ADJT. AND INSP. GtENEEAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 181. ( Richmond, August 3, 1861. 

•X- X X X # * # 

XIX. Lieut. Col. Arclier Anderson, assistant adjutant-general, Pro- 
visional Army, 0. S., will proceed to tbe Army of Northern Virginia upon 
insiiection duty, in accordance Avith instructions of Col. It. H, Chilton, 
assistant inspector-general. 

■Jt X x- « # * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 

A 6‘.s* iata nt AdJ iita )it- Genera 1. 


General Oroers, ) IIdqrs. Arviy of Northern Virg-inia, 

No. oli. ) Augmt 2^ JS()4. 

As some misa])prehension seians to preA^ail as regards the rights of 
cia‘tain enlisted men now in the army Avho claim a discharge from 
active service uncUn the ])rovisions of paragrapli VIII of General 
Orders, No. 42, Adjutant andIns])ectorGenerars Office, current vscries, 
the following is published for the information of all concerned: 

I. Volunteers now in the aimy Avdio Avere forty-tive years of age pre- 
vious to the 17th day of P\‘bruary last, or who have not rea(*hed the 
age of eighteen years, ar<‘ (mtitled to a discharge from their ])resent 
service at the (‘X])iration of the term for Avhich they were enlisted. 

II. Men who were brought into service under the operation of the 
acts of Congress of April and Hexitember, 18()2, and who were forty -five 
years of age previous to the 17th day of February last, are entitled to 
a discliarge from active service at the exxiiration of three years from 
the date of their enrollment. 

III. Persons who Avere once discharged from wservice by reason of 
having furnished substitutes, who luu c been brouglit back into service 
by the operation of tlie act of Congress a])pr()ved on the 5th day of 
daimaiy last, and ])ublished in General Orders, No. 3, Adjutant and 
Inspector GencraPs Oili<*e, current sewies, and who av ere forty-tive years 
of age previous to tlie 17th day of February last, are entitled to a dis- 
(duirge from active servi(*e at tlie ox])irati()n of three years from date of 
th(‘ir last enrollment. 

IV. All residents of the Confederate States who had not reached the 
age of forty-live years })revious to the 17th day of February, 18()4, or 
Avho, at the expiration of their jireseiifc term, have passed the age of 
eighteen years, are retained in actiA^e service during the present war 
Avith the IJnitcMl States,^’ by tjjie provisions of the act of Congress pub- 
lished ill General Orders,* No. 20, Adjutant and Inspector GeneraPs 
Onice of the 1st of March, 1<S04. 

By command of General Leo: 

W. II. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Special Orders, \ IIdqes. Dept, op 'N, 0. and South. Va., 

No. 62. i August 2, 1864. 

lY. Colquitt’s brigade will rejoin Hoke’s division, and Grade’s bri- 
gade Avill report back to Major-General Johnson. 

» -X* * * » * K 

By command of General Beauregard : 

JKO. M. OTEY, 
ifiia n t Adjutant- Gen oral. 


nEAD(iTTAnTEns Enotneeu Tuoovs, 

Auifust J6’6V. 

Col. T. M. E. Taloott, 

Commanding First Regiment Engineer Troops: 

Colonel: I submit to yon the following report on the condition and 
character of our mining operations on General Beauregard’s lines: 

At Pegram’s salient the mine lito. 2 sustained no injury from the ex- 
plosion on the 30th; Mine ISTo. 1 being nearer the mine of the enemy its 
entrance was closed up and destroyed. We have sunk shafts on the 
edge of the Crater at three points for the purpose of discovering the 
entrance to the galleries of the enemy. Lieut. E. K. Y^se, in charge at 
this point, reports favorable signs as indicating the near ap])roa(*h to 
one of their galleries. The work on two of these shafts has been discon- 
tinued, the force being comHuitrated at one shaft (the one that offers the 
most favorable signs of the i)resencc of the enemy’s mine). At Gracie’s 
mine 1 have to report as the result of onr operations that on the 1st of 
August we charged two mines, each with 225 pounds powxler, con- 
tained in four barrels. The exidosion failed from the inferior quality of 
the safety fuse used (being the best furnished by the Ordnance Depart- 
ment). Last night 1 ordered a detachment to commence work at this 
mine, in removing the tamping and charge from the mines. The day 
detachment continued the work. The i)owder has been removed and 
placed in the magazine, and it; is expected that by night the two gal- 
leries at this mine will be cleared out, the mud and water removed, and 
it will be in order for the extension of gallery ISfo. 2, the one we have 
been at work on up to July 31, when we suspended work in consequence 
of the supposed near apiuoach of the enemy’s mine. At this mine the 
main gallery was extended twenty-hve feet from the shaft, and from this 
another gallery (a common galleiy two feet nine inches by four feet six 
inches) was continued an additional distance of twenty feet in Ihesame 
direction and toward the enemy’s wsap-roller io our left. At a point in 
the main gallery twenty feet and a half from the shaft, another main or 
principal gallery (full size, three feet two inches by six feet) was driven 
a distance of seventeen feet. This gallery is now prepared to extend 
toward the front, branching off at an angle of 45^ toward the second 
sap-roller of the enemy’s (the one to our right and opj)osite the larg(^ 
oak tree at the right end of our picket-line). To-night the sand-bags 
and other material remaining in this mine, and which have been i‘emoved 
to the entrance of the mine, will be taken ‘out, the sand wasted, and the 
bags I'eturned to headquarters. 

At Cohiuitt’s salient the main gallery has been extended fifty-eight 
feet and a quarter, a branch of the main gallery to the right of twelve 
feet six inches; thence a change of direction at right angles to the left 
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and parallel to tLe iirst gallery and toward Hare’s Louse of twenty-two 
ieet, a total distance of thirty-four feet six inches. At the end of the 
lirst main gallery a branch turns off at right angles to the left a dis- 
tance of thirteen feet six inches, and at oiglit feet and a half from the 
hrst gallery another branch turns off at right angles to the right, and 
has been driven a distance of ten feet two inches. Continued this gal- 
lery, reducing it to the dimensions of a common gallery, viz, two feet 
six inches, and extended this gallery a total distance of twenty-five feet 
two inches. This mine I have turned over to Major-General Hoke, and 
have ordered the miners of Olingman’s brigade to report to him, and 
he has promised hereafter to furnish the proper number of officers and 
men to prosecute the work vigorously. 

The total distance made at all the mines since I took charge up to 
July 29 is 308 feet 9 inches. Since that date have extended the mines an 
additional distance of ten feet eight inches, and a total distance of 379 
feet 5 indies. Sunk shafts at Pegram’s four additional feet and 
enlarged them. Sunk shafts at Grade’s and Colquitt’s, included in 
the distance mined, is about five feet. Mine Ho. 1, at Pegram’s, had to 
be enlarged, its direction changed, and about the same distance in 
Aline No. 2 that had to be framed up. We had to take out the frames 
in conscquen(*e of their being too small and insert larger ones. The 
work of enlarging and changing the galleries involved more labor than 
if they liad been commoiu^ed by us originally. AVe have on hand a 
good sup])ly of frami^s, planking, and other material required in mining. 

Very respectfully, youi‘ obedient servant, 

HUGH THOS. DOUGLAS, 
Captain^ Engineer Troops^ in Charge Mining^ &c. 


Headquarters Engineer Troops, 

Blaniy'ordj Augnst 2^ 1864. 

Col. T. M. K. Taloott, 

Commanding Flrat Regiment Engineer Troops: 

ColoneIj: At your reqmsst I make the following report as respects 
the organization of the mining detachments for each mine: 

I ha\'e organized two detachments, one to work from 8 a. m. to 8 
p, m., ihe other from 8 p. m. to 8 a. m. Each detachment consists of 
two iHdicfsj eachreli(ff of one miner, one shoveller, one wheeler, one man 
at the bottom of the shaft to fill the basket, two men at the windlass 
or rop(\s, and two men to move the earth to the rear, under one non- 
<*ommissioned ofii(*er. As the distance increases additional men will 
1)(^ required in each gallery, and as the distance to the rear where the 
(‘arth is wasted increases additional men are required. 

The force required to work one mine with only one gallery will be as 
follows: 


First <lcta<'lnnont • 

Tii st 

Socond 

S«< ond d«ta( Imu'iit ; 

Fust nditd 

Socond - . . 


OfUcors. 

Men, 

Total. 

1 

8 

9 

1 

8 

9 

1 

8 

9 

3 

8 

9 

4 

32 

36 


Total. 
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If tlie additional man be required in tlie gallery and two extra men 
at the shaft to each relief, this will increase the force to forty-eight 
men. ^Yhen the mines are extended, as is now the ease at Colquitt^s, 
so that an extra set of men can work in an additional gallery, an addi- 
tional force will be requii^ed of one miner, one shoveler, two wheelers, 
and two men at the shaft, or a total force of twenty-four men. One 
non-commissioned officer can take charge of the two reliefs and wwk 
them, each detachment being in charge of a commissioned officer. The 
reliefs generally prefer to work out their full time and then to go off 
duty; this gives them eighteen hours to rest. At Gracie’s mine two 
detachments are required, as only one mine can be extended judiciously 
at this point. At Colquitt’s four detachments can work, two i‘eliefs 
working together in the mine, driving forward two galleries. At 
Pegram’s two detachments are as full a force as can be judiciously 
worked. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUGH THOS. DOUGLAS, 
Captain, JEngineer Troops, in Charge Mining, ffic. 


Eng-ineee Camp, August 2, 1SG4. 

Oapt. H. T. Doijgi-las : 

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report of opera- 
tions and observations at the crater made by the explosion of the mine 
on Saturday morning last: 

When you and myself made a iiartial examination of the Crater on 
Saturday afternoon we found it so full of the enemy’s dead and 
wounded that nothing could be accomplished then toward discovering 
the gallery through which the enemy sprung the mine. On Saturday 
morning, July 31, 18G4, 1 proceed to the S(*eno of the explosion with 
ten men and at once commenced work, sinking a shaft. At 12 m. you 
sent me another detachment of ten men, and I commenced another 
shaft at the north end of the Crater and another at the south end. I 
worked Tintil 7 p. m. without finding anything important. 1 took 
another detachment down on Monday. Upon examination of the shaft 
at the north end I noticed a small crater, which I supposed to be one 
of the enemy’s chambers. The bottom of this shaft is about twenty- 
four feet from top of the present pai*apet. At G p. m. there were three 
small excavations on right, left, and center of shaft, which I think have 
something to do with one of the enemy’s smaller galleries. Have dis- 
covered nothing in the other two shafts. My opinion is that the main 
gallery comes from the right of the enemy’s lines. Did no work last 
night, it being dangerous from fear of sides of shaft (iaving in. 

Very respectiully, yoiu‘ obedient servant, 

E. K WISE, 

First Lieutenant, Engineer Troops. 


Headquabters, 

August S, 18(>4. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

You will receive a letter from me by courier to-morrow, morning, 
after that you think it desirable 1 will go to Richmond. 


If 


E. B. LEE. 



Chap. LIV.l CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 1161 


Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. OENioiiAL’fi Office, 

No. 1S2. 5 Richmond, August d, ld(Sl. 


X. Oapt. A. n. Polk, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to duty 
with Ool. J. B. Palmer, commanding, &c., at Asheville, X. C., and will 
rei)ort accordingly. 

H' sjf ^ * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTOX, 
Asnistani Adj'uiant- General. 


TTbadquarters Army of Xorthern Yiroinia, 

Peiershiirg^ Va.^ Atignsf 4^ 1864. 
[His Excellency Jefferson Davis :] 

Mr. President: In iny dispatch of this evening I informed yon of 
the re])ort that forty-six transjiorts (seventeen of which contained 
cavalry) loaded with troops had descended James liiver u]) to last 
night. This information comes from Ijicntenant Woodley, of the Signal 
Corps, stationed at Port Boykin. Lieutenant Welch, of Gaiy’s scouts, 
stationed on the north side of James Eiver, reported u]) to last niglit 
nine steamers descending the fiver with trooi)s, four of them (*onv(^ying 
horses. Borne of thewS(*,he stated, were w^oumled men and some juisouvrs. 
He does not, therefore, entirely corroborate Lieutenant Woodley’s state- 
ment. I think it inobablo that they have sent to Washington that 
l)ortion of tlie XinetcenthOor])s which was lately operating on the north 
side of the James liiver, with some cavalry. A scout rej)orted that on 
Sunday, the 3 1st ultimo, a body of cavalry, estimated at two brigades, 
moved toward James Eiver in the direction of City Point, and this may 
be the force of cavalry which has been shipped north. J lear that this 
for<‘0 is intended to operate against Generail Early, and when added to 
that already oi)posed to him, may be more than he can manage. Their 
object may be to drive him out of the Valley and complete the devasta- 
tion they comnumced when they ^vere ejected from it. General G^rant’s 
plan of operations here api)ears to be to mine and bombard our liiu^s, 
with a view of driving us from them, and as he is very strongly fortitied 
he can operate with fewer troops and enable him to detach a sulhcient 
force for the purpose indicated. The largest force whi(*h i can detach 
would be Kershaw’s and Field’s divisions, and that would leave not a 
man out of the trenches for any emergem^y wdiich might arise. If it is 
their intention to endeavor to overwliehn Early I think it better to 
detach these troops than to hazard his destruction and that of our rail- 
roads, &e., north of Eiclimond, and therefore submit the (piestion to the 
better judgment of Vonr Excellency. 

On the iiOth ultimo McOausland’s and Johnson’s brigades of cavalry 
crossed the Potomac at Clear Bpring, with orders to proceedto Gham- 
bersbnrg, thence west to Guinberland and destroy the bridges over the 
Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, and the machinery, &c., at the coal pits 
in tJie neighborhood, and after gathering all the cattle in Alh^gheny 
and adjacent comities in Pennsylvania to return through Hardy. To 
cover this movement two divisions of infantry moved to Williamsport, 
and a third brigade of <*avalry proceeded to Hagerstown, wiiere they 
burned a train of twenty or thirty cars, loaded with stores. On the 
30th ultimo General Early returned to Martiiisburg by the west road to 
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avoid observation. Learning tliat tlie Sixtli and ^Nineteentli Corps 
wei'e moving np from Wasliington, the Si\tli ('orps having readied 
Halltown, he determined to fall back to Winchester, whore lie could 
deliver battle to greater advantage. I do not think that the whole ot 
the Nineteenth Corps could have reached the Valley, but it seems that 
General Early’s presence in the Valley tends to excite the apprehen- 
sions of the Federal authorities and to cause a detachment of troops 
from Grant. If Morgan could have struck the Baltimore and Oliio 
Railroad in the neighborhood of Cheat Eiver, and have proceeded into 
Washington County, Pa., as I had projected, he would have created a 
valuable diversion in Early’s favor. 

1 am, with gi‘eat respect, your obedient servant , 

E. E. LEE, 

Oeneral. 


BxmwELL’s Bat, Angtist 186L 

Oapt. William N. Barker, 

In charge of Signal Bureau: 

Sir: We crossed the river last night, and beg to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

The enemv are moving all of their forces from Yorktown and Will- 
iamsburg. Their destination supposed to be Washington. Hancock’s 
corps lost heavily in the recent engagement, losing more than one-half 
his whole force. A great many sick and wounded are at pr(\sent col- 
lected at City Point. There seems to be great activity among the 
enemy’s vessels. They are running day and part of the night. 

Very respectfully, 

JNO. F. IMOOEE, 

In Charge of Boat. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Ofeice, 

No. 183. } Blchmond^ Augmt /, 7(96/., 

# # ](• A I 

XVti. Paragraph XXXIf, Spetual Orders, No. 154,* current series, 
is amended so as to read: Capt. W. 11. Whilncr, assistant adjutant- 
general, is assigned to duty witli the division of Maj. (Urn. B. E. John- 
son, Provisional Army, 0. y., and will leport accordingly. 

# # # * x* # * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 

A hsiufant A dj ut a n Genera 1. 


Headquakters Engineer Depot, 

Hlandford^ Aiigunt 5, 1864. 


Ool. T, M. E. Taloott, 

Commanding First Regiment Engineer Troops: 


Colonel: I have the honor to make the following report ol* oper- 
ations since my report of the 2d instant: 

August 3, at Oracle’s mine the night detachment had removed all 
the material out of the galleries, filled the sand-bags, nnnoved the 
water, and left the mine in good condition for the day detachment that 


See Vol. XL, Pait II, p. 710. 
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(‘onnnenced work extending gallery NTo. 2. The night detachment con- 
tiiined the work and extended this gallery sixteen feet, a total distance 
of thirty-two ieet from the point at which it branches off from the main 
gallery. On the 4tli work was resumed in this gallery, and a chamber 
lor the mine excavated to the right and at right angle to the second 
gallery, a distance of four feet and a half. On the night of the 4th a 
detachment carried into the mine eight barrels of powder, weighing 850 
])oiinds, and placed them within the two mines, 425 pounds in each, 
lamped the powder barrels and galleries up to a level with the top of 
the barrels, two feet from the bottom of the gallery. The mines are 
now charged and ready for the powder train and safety-fuse. August 
3, sent a detachment to work at Colquitt’s mine; they extended the 
right-hand gallery four feet and a half, the night detachment an addi- 
tional distance of two feet six inches; a distance for the day’s work of 
seven ieet. The total length of this gallery, after it branches off from 
the main gallery, is twelve feet and a half to the first turn, thence 
twenty-nine feet; a total length of forty-one feet and a half. By orders 
from you I discontinued work at this mine. 

Lieut. E. NT. Wise, with a detachment, continued work at Pegram’s 
crater during the 3d. On the 4tii he turned the work over to Captain 
Conway. The total length of the different galleries extended up to 
tliis date under my orders amounts to 402 feet 5 inches. £ have made 
a commencement toward the organization of the company for work in 
dei)ot. On the 4th made sixty feet of cotton tubing for powder train 
to be used in mine, two wheelbarrows, two sets of cuibing for shaft, 
sawed off* planks for cuibing and sheeting for mines, got out and fitted 
box-tubing for mine, and repaired tools at forge, made one boring tool, 
&c. 

August 5, at C.30 o’clock the mines at (iracie’s were fired and blown 
u]). I expect to be able by the Cth to have a supply of material on 
hand so as to anticipate all the wants of the different mining parties. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

nCGII TEOS. DOUGLAS, 
Gapfahi, Engineer Troops^ Charge Engineer Depot. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gener4l’s Office, 

No. 185. ) Richmond. Angust 6‘, 1864. 

«**#«** 

LVIII. Maj. Cliavlos A. Snowden, quaiterniastcr, &c., is assigned to 
duty with MaJ. Gen. It. Ransom’s ooinmand, and will report accord- 
ingly. 

m m ^ ^ 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 

A ss istani Adju tant- Oen era 1. 


IlBADQXTARTERS, 

August 6j 1864. 

(kmeral S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

An ex]>erimental mine was fired successfully last night in front of 
Gracie’s line. Enemy aiipeared much alarmed. All quiet to-day. 

G. T. BEAUBEGAED, 

General. 
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Headquarters Artillery Defenses, 
Elclmond^ Aiujunt 7, 

Hon. J. A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War: 

Sir : Ilis Excellency tlie President is, as you are aware, very desirous 
that tlie most effectual measures which our means will admit shall, 
with the least delay, be employed in an edbrt to dislodge the enemy 
from his intrenched position on the north side of James River, at Deep 
Bottom. The President is also naturally veiy anxious that the navi- 
gation of James River by the eneiiiy should be made as difficult and 
as dangerous as possible." To effect these objects, 1 have proposed, 
with the sanction of the President, General R. E. Lee, and Lieutenant- 
General Ewell, to locate mortar batteries, and, il‘ found praeti<iable, to 
employ several 8-inch siege howitzers as auxiliaries, the trails to be 
sunk to give the necessary elevation. Unfortunately there are within 
this department but two’10-in<*h mortars, and Oolonel Gorgas informs 
me that, for want of the pro])er iron, which can only be obtained from 
Staunton, several weeks must elapse betbre even a single additional 
mortar can be furnished. The President has been made ac<iuaint(Hl 
with these facts, and although the means at my dis])osal may prove 
.inadequate to the end proposed (?. c., dislodging the enemy by rendering 
his pontoon bridge useless to him), he nevertheless desires the experi- 
ment to be tried. From the character of the enemy’s position, whicdi 
is such as to enable him to use his gun-boats with great effect in con- 
nection with his land batteries, and in view of the strength of his 
fort ih cations, which can only be approached over an open plain, J am 
satisfied that an attempt to take his works by assault would result in 
failure, unless he can be so demoralized by alarming him for his commu- 
nications and depriving him of the hope of Uvssistance by the bridge as 
to render his resistance to an assault less determined than it is likely 
otherwise to be. 

It is proposed to use the two mortars and auxiliary howitzers to enfi- 
lade the bridge, while a cross-fire from Tilghman’s CJate wilh rilled fic^ld- 
pieces shall also be maintained. This a])pears to mo to be the only 
practicable plan of dislodging the enemy from the threatening ])ositiou 
he has so long held. It may prove a failure because of the insurii<‘ient 
number of our mortars to keep u]) a continuous fir(‘; with a battery of 
six instead of two of these pieces, J am contident he could be compelled 
to withdraw by their fire alone. The difficulty wilh the howitzers will 
be to occupy a jmsition near enough to tlu^ bridge to j'emha* tlnar com- 
parative short range effective, and this may ])rove to be im])ra(*ti(*able. 
It is important to 0 ])en fire as soon as iiossible, and I had made my 
arrangements to get everything under way to-day, but on aiiplying for 
sling carts to transport the mortars, I am officially informed that one 
of the only two in this d(»partnient has boon ordered to (xcneral Jjee’s 
army near Petersburg, where it will j)robably be detained at least a 
week, and that the axle of the other is broken and unserviceable. This 
will cause great delay, unless arrangements can be made to give me the 
use of the cart before it is sent to General Lee’s army. 

I liave always regarded it as all important to a succ^cssful use of field 
artillery against the enemy’s gun-boats and transports that he should be 
compelled to abandon his position at J )eep Bottom. The reasons for this 
are too obvious to need explanation, but whether he maintains this posi- 
tion or not, our operations with field artillery can, 1 am confident, be made 
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,ij;Teatly more elective than they have hitherto been, by aswigniug this 
vsevvieo to a spe(*ial organization, whose exclusive charge it shall be to 
harass and damage the enemy on his river communications. This will 
rec[uire that the xitmost poswsible mobility be given to the artillery that 
a suiheient number of guns adapted to the pur])osebe always ready for 
this servi(*(‘ without endangering other e(iually or more important 
interests by witlidrawing them too far from our defensi\ e lifies, and, if 
])ossible, an ade(iuate support of the most reliable cavalry we can get, 
whose ex(‘lusive duty it shall be to aid and protect the operations of the 
artillery. 1 proimse, then, that three batteries of four ])ieces, each 
under the command of an energetic and competent held oiheer, be at 
oiK^e thoroughly equipped as horse artillery. This will lequire that, in 
addition to tln^ usual six draft horses to eacli piece and caisson, a suf- 
ticieiit nTimber of horses be furnished to mount; all thecaiinoneeis; this 
is indiwspensable to the (dheient service of the batteries. Two extra 
horses without harness will be necessary to each piece to meet casual- 
ties, and two for horse holders to each detachment. A battery of four 
])ieces thus equip])cd will require lifty-six ad{litional horses, and three 
l)atteries will re<[uire 1(>8. I ])ropose to place these thrive batteries 
under the immediate command of Maj. A. W. Stark, in every respect 
a most comi)etent officer. He now commands two battewies of four 
Na])oleons ea(*h, thoroughly equipp(‘d iii all resp(^cts exc(q)t the ad- 
ditional horst^s and their ac(‘()uterments. l>ut 1 also require a battery 


of four lO-pounder Parrotts; this 1 have not got. Unless such a bat- 
buy can be supplied already prepared for this service from some otluT 
(‘oiiunand, it will be necessary to cupiip one thioughout. If the mpii- 
site number of horses can be obtained, all the rest can be accomplished 
without difficulty and with very little delay. I have already taken the 
necessary measures for that end, if it vshould become necessaiy, and I 
have also an oi*ganized and well-instructed com])any, the Louisiana 
(Inard Artillery, under Capt. O. A. Green, now dismounted, ready to 
tixki) the battery at once. This arrangement, however, will require 
sixty-two more horses to be sxipplied than W'oiild be necessary if a 
battery already equipped should b(‘ assigned, making the wffiolc number 
of horses to l)e furnished 230 iiisbuul of 108. 

I will add that in my judgment the supi>orting cavalry force should 
not 1 e less than 1,500 men, eoinmaiided by an officer of experience and 
of ap])roved ability in that arm of service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ’ J. PKMBKIITON, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Artillery. 


PETiiytSBURG, August 8, 1861 — i ]>. m. 

Maj. Oeii. "Wake IIampton, 

Htony Oreeli : 

Have you received further information of departure ol‘ emuny’s cav- 
alry ? Are you able to take the field? 

’ , 111. E. Lliilli, 

QeneraL 
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BEAUREGARD’S COMMAND.* 
General G. T. Bjeafkegaud. 

JOHNSON^S DIVISION. 

Brijr. Gon. Busiirod R. Johnson. 


Grades Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Archibald Gracie, Jr. 

41st Alal>ama, Col. Martin L. Stansel. 

43tl Alabama, Lieut. Col. John J. Jolly. 
59tli Alabama, Lieut. Col. George W. 
Huguley. 

60tb Alabama, Col. John W. A. Sanford. 
23d Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Samuel 
Salter. 


EUiotfs Bngade. 

Col. Fitz W1LI.IAM McMaster. 

17tb South Carolina, Maj. John R. Culp. 
18th South Carolina, Cai)t. R. II. Glenn. 
22d South Carolina, Lieut. T.N. Able. 
23d South Carolina, Capt. H. H. Lesesne. 
26th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. J. H. 
Hudson. 


Ransom^s Brigade. 

Col. Lee M. McAfee. 

2i:th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John L. 
Harris. 

25th North Carolina, Capt. Matthew N. 
Love. 

35th North Carolina, Capt. Sandford G. 
Howie. 

49th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. James T. 
Davis. 

56th North Carolina. Capt. Lawson Ilar- 
rill, 

ITise’s Brigade. 

Col. John T. Goode. 

26th Virginia, Capt. Napoleon B. Street. 
34th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Kandoli)h Har- 
rison. 

4Gth Virginia, Capt. John II. White. 

59th Virginia, Maj, Robert. G. Mosby. 


hoick’s division. 

Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoick. 


CHngman’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clinuman. 

8th North Carolina, Maj. Rufus A. Bar- 
rier. 

31st North Carolina, Col. 3 ohn V . J ordan. 
51st North Carolina, Col. Hector Mc- 
Kethan. 

61st North Carolina,Maj.Hcnry Harding. 

Colquitt’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Colquitt. 

6th Georgia, Col. John T. Lofton. 

19th Georgia, Col. James H.Neal. 

23d Georgia, Col. James H. Huggins. _ 
27th Georgia, Maj. ITozehiah Bussey. 
28th Georgia, Capt. John A. Johnson. 


Martin’s Brigade. 


Col. Charles T. Zaoury. 


17th North Carolina, Capt. John L. Swain. 
42d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Charles 
W. Bradshaw. 

66th North Carolina, Col. John H. Nethor- 
cutt. 


Ragood’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Johnson Hagood. 

11th South Carolina, Maj. John J. Good- 
ing. 

21st South Carolina, Lieut. N. A. EastiT- 
ling. 

25th South Carolina, Capt. William B. 
(h)rdon, 

27th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Julius A. 
Blake. 

7th South Carolina Battalion, Maj. 
James H. Rion. 


* Or the two divisions of infantry and the artillery commanded by General G. 
T, Beauregard/’ at Petersburg, Va, Inspected August 8-29, 1864. 



Chap. UV.] 


COEEESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDEEATE. 


1167 


ARTILLERY. 

Col. Hilary P. Jones. 


Bcaiffs Battalmu 

Maj. JouN P. \V. Read. 

BlounPs battery, 
Maoou^s battery. 
MarsUall’s battery. 
SuLtivaii's battery. 

Boggs^ Battalion. 

Maj. Fuanols J. Boggs. 

Martin’s ])attery. 
Sturdivant’s battery. 


Gonera.1 E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of northern Virginia: 

General : I have to apologize to you for uot sooner having acknowl- 
edged and replied to your letter of the 1st instant relative to the order 
suggested concerning deserters. Your communication was promptly 
laid before the President, but owing to the pressure of important en- 
gagements I only on ycisterday received his reply in the form of an 
indorsement upon a letter from myself. 1 send both as the best mode 
of conveying the exact wish of the President.* I may add that my own 
views concur entirely with your opinion, and would approve such an 
order as you propose. 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES A. SEDDOK, 

Secretary of War. 


Moseleg^s Battalion. 

Lieut. Col. Edgar F. Moseley. 

Cummmg’B battery. 
Miller’s battery. 

Slaton’s battery. 

Young’s battery. 

Coifs Battalion. 

Maj. James C. Co it. 

Bradford’s battery. 
Pegram’s battery. 
Wright’s battery. 


Wae Department, 0. S. A., 
Bichmondj Va., August 9, 1864. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 187. ) Richmond, August 9, 1864. 

mm****# 

XI. Oapt. E. M. Sims, assistant adjutant- general, is relieved from 
service with Brigadier-G euoral Bratton’s brigade, and is assigned to 
duty with Brigadier-General Gary’s cavalry brigade. He will report 
accordingly without delay. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Inclosures not found, but see General Orders, No, 54, August 10, p. 1160t 



1168 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Ciui-. LIV. 


rETEESBUEO, August 9, 1861—9.30 p. m. 

General G. B. Piokett, 

Hancoci^s Mouse: 

Order Poagne’s battery to take position against Dutch Gap. Turn 
every one of your heavy guns at ETowlett’s on them. Send a courier 
to Captain Mitchell for assistance from the fleet. 

R. E. LEE. 


Petersburg, Ya., August y, 1864 . 

Lieut. Ool. J. 0. Pemberton, 

Eiohmond, Va.: 

Telegram received. I have not a battery to spare. Am trying to 
get more guns here. 

E. B. LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters Artillery, Third Corps, 

August 9, 1864. 

General Pendleton, 

Gommanding Artillery : 

General: Nearly the whole of the available force of the artillery is 
at work day and night on the works alluded to in Captain Pendleton’s 
note, and infantry details are made for the same purpose. The detail 
this morning was driven away by the enemy’s shells. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. L. WALKED, 

Colonel and Chief of Artillery, Third Corps. 


Inspection Reports, Fichetffs division, August 9-39. 


Barton^s Brigade, 

(August 10, 1864.) 

Col. William R. Aylett. 

9tli Vir^^inia, Col. James J. Phillips. 

14th Virginia, C-ol, Willinm White. 

38th Virginia, Lieut. Col. George K. 
(Briggs, 

53(1 Virginia,’ Maj. John C. Tiniiierlake. 
57th Virginia, Ool. Clement R, Fontnine^ 

Hunton’e Brigade. 

(August 9, 1864.) 

Brig. Gen. Eppa Hunton. 

8th Virginia, Col. Norhorne Berkeley. 
I8th Virginia, Col. Henry A. Carrington. 
19th Virginia, Oapt. Waller M. Boyd. 
28th Virginia, Lieut. Col. William L. 
Wingfield. 

56th Virginia, Capt. John Kichjirdsou. 


Corse’s BHgade, 

(August 12, 1864.) 

Brig. Gen. Montgomery D. Corse. 

15th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Emmett M. 
Morrison. 

17th Virginia, Col. Arthur Herbert. 

29th Virginia, Col. James Giles. 

30th Virginia, Lieut. Col, Roberts. Chew. 
32d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague. 

Tm'ifs Brigade. 

(August 11, 1864.) 

Brig. Gen. William R. Terry. 

let Virginia, Lieut. Col Frank H. Lang- 
ley. 

3d Virginia, Col. Joseph Mayo, jr. 

7th Virginia, Col. Charles C.Flowervet*. 
11th Virginia, Cai>t.,l()hn Holmes KSmith. 
24th Virginia, Capt. William W, Bentley.. 
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AtTGUST 10, 1864. 

Ool. S. W. Melton, 

Assintant Adjutant-General, War Office, 'Richmond,: 

Don’t let the proposition for the relief of the poor people here be lost 
sight of. The chief commissary states that he has heard of no action 
in the matter. 


W, H. TATLOE. 


General Oedees, ) Hdqes. Aemy of Noetheen Vieginia, 

No. 54. ] August 10, 1864. 

All persons connected with this army who are absent without proper 
authority are enjoined to return to their respective commands without 
delay. This order is intended to embrace tliose who have remained 
absent beyond the time limited for their return, or after the cause of 
their absence has ceased. All such persons are admonished that every 
day they remain from their post adds to the dangers and labors of their 
comrades, while it increases their own responsibility to the laws they 
ar<* violating. The commanding general deems it only necessary to re- 
mind those who have erred through thoughtlessness or negligence of 
the shame and disgrace they will bring upon themselves and them fami- 
lies if they shrink from the manful discharge of duty in the hour of 
theii"' country’s need, and leave their homes to be defended and their 
independence to be secured by the unaided courage of others. To 
those whose absence has been imolonged until they have incurred the 
guilt of desertion, he can only say that a prompt and voluntary return 
to duty alone can palliate their offense and entitle them to expect any 
clemency. If arrested and brought back, justice to the faithM and 
true as well as the interests and safety of the country, requires that 
they shall suftfer the extreme penalty of the law. 

E. B. LEE, 

General. 


Peteesbueg, Va., August 10, 1864. 

General E. S. Ewell, 

Commanding, Chaffi/rds Bluff: 

I think that the camp at Dutch Gap is probably the marines. Could 
not Captain Mitchell shell it while Pickett opened on land batteries 
and you attacked it ? They will soon be fortified. 

E. E. LEE. 


Eiohmone, Va., August 11, 1864. 

General E. B. Lee, 

Dun/nds Hill, near Petersburg: 

Am informed by Mr. Quid that nearly aU of Sheridan’s cavalry were 
reported to have gone up the Potomac; also some infantry; that a 
movement against the Weldon railroad by infantry is proposed. It is 
thought idle to attack your intrenchments, but feasible to starve you 
out. An unofiacial dispatch of 11th instant again announces disaster 

to McCausland and Johnson ncar.Moorefield. 

JEEP’N DAYI8. 


74 E B— VOL XLII, FT H 
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War Department, 0. S. A,, 
Eichnondy Va,y August 11^ 1861, 

General E. E. Lee, 

Petersburg^ Ya,: 

Information tlirongli signal office, said to be reliable, from Wasbing- 
ton, of the 8 tb instant, wstates Grant and staff arrived in WM'^lMngii•ll 
fi’om Baltimore on the Otli, and that his army has been moving away 
rapidly from Petersburg since his unsuccesslul mining feat. lYoops 
and munitions in large numbers and quantities have recently landed 
at Alexandria, Annapolis, Ilaltimore, and Washington from Grant’s 
army. This accords with information from same source of 5th and Oth, 
which states that Bheridan and Hooker were in Washington 5 that 2,500 
cavalry had arrived; that Grant and staff had gone to Harper’s Perry, 
and that Sheridan’s cavalry, 8,000, were all in Washington. Total 
force for operations in Maryland believed to be 50,000; total left at 
Petersburg about the same. Troops being sent to Harper’s Perry and 
that region. Brigade of cavalry Avith artillery passed through Wash- 
ington on 7 th. You must estimate the worth of these reports. 

J. A. SEDDOK, 

• Secretary of War, 


Headquarters, 
August lly 1864, 

Hon. J. A. Seddon: 

Your dispatch of to-day received. General Grant has been at Har- 
per’s Perry; General Sheridan has been placed in command of that de- 
partment; the greater part of his cavalry has gone with him. The part 
of the Mneteeiith Corps that has been serving here, and probably the 
Eighteenth Corps, ai’e the only infantry, I believe, that have left Gen- 
eral Meade. 

E. E. LEE. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Oppioe, 

No. 189. 5 Eichmondy Va,y August lly 1861, 

# # ^ -XC # 

XXX. Brig. G-en. George H. Steuart is assigned to dittyin the Army 
of Northern Virginia, and will report for orders to General JR. IS. Lee, 
commanding, &c. 

, * m m m m m 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. JMELTOl^. 


UeADQUARI’EBK, 

Anyust 1 /, IHG-i. 

Lieut. Gen. E. H. Aitderson: 

General : The Washington Chronicle of the 8 th states that General 
Sheridan has superseded General Hunter in command of the troops on 
the upper Potomac, and I believe that the greater part of his cavalry 
has been detached by General Grant.and sent to Washington and Bal- 
timore. This morning General Hampton commences his march for 
Culpeper, with his division, to report to you. It is desirable that the 
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presence of our troops be felt beyond the Eappahannock. Ton bad 
better take position north of Culpeper Court-House and let tbe cavaby 
operate north of Eappahannock Eiver. Should the eneuiy’s forces move 
west of the Blue Eidge range, leaving Washington uncovered, the 
cavalry might cross the Potomac east of the mountains and demonstrate 
against that city. Should he concentrate all his cavalry in the Valley, 
unless it can be withdrawn by other operations ours must meet it, and 
(xciieral Hampton must take command of all the cavalry when united. 
Any enterprise that can be undertaken to injure the enemy, distract or 
se])arate his forces, embarrass his communications on the Potomac or 
on land, is desirable. If you can learn what troops have been detached 
from Grant’s army let me know. Prisoners and deserters state the 
Eighteenth Corps and the i)ortion of the Nineteenth operating here 
have left. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


fciJPECTAL Orders, ( IlD(iRS. Dept, of NoRTnERN Virghnia, 

No. 180. S Atigust 11, 1864. 

* *■ -^ * * ^ 

V. Col. John D. Barry, having been appointed to the temporary rank 
of brigadier-general, is for the i)resent assigned to the command of 
Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division. Third Corps, and will report accord- 
ingly. 

# # # # ^ # 

VII. Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton is assigned to the command of the 
cavalry of this army. Division commanders will report to him ac- 
cordingly. 

VLIl . The following officers of the general staff heretotbre attached to 
the headquarters of the cavalry will reiiort for duty without delay to 
Major-General Hampton, commanding, &c.; Maj. H. B. McClellan, 
assistant adjutant-general; Maj. A. E. Venable, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral; Maj. George Freaner, assistant inspector-general; Maj. N. E. 
Fitzhugh, chief quartermaster; Maj. W. J. Johnson, chief commissary 
of subsistence; Caiit. J. M. Hanger, assistant quartermaster; Surg. J. 
B. Fontaine, medical director; Capt. Charles Grattan, chief ordnance 
offic(u*; Maj. G. M. Eyals, provost inarslial. 

By command of General E. E. Lee : 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Asfiistant A djutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Augmt 11, 1804. 

General Wade Hampton, 

Commanding, &c.: 

General; I desire you to proceed with your division to Culpeper. 
On arrival you will report to Lieut. Gen, E. 11. Anderson, commanding 
in that quarter. The object is to threaten the enemy’s flank and rear 
should ho move across the Blue Eidge into the Valley, and to retain his 
forces about Washington for its protection. It is desbable that the 
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presence of the troops in that region he felt, and should the enemy 
move up the Potomac, leaving hiwS capital uncovered, that the cavalry 
cross the Potomac, if practicable, cast of the Blue Itidge. Hliould the 
enemy’s cavalry be concentrated in the Valley, ours must meet it, if it 
catiaot cause its withdrawal by other operations. Speciih*. instructions 
will be given you by (xcneral Anderson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. E. LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 

August 7^, 7(SY;/. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Mr. President : T re<*eived last night your dispatch of the 11th, 
giving information of the enemy’s movements. I was awai*e of the de- 
partiuT of a large part of Sheridan’s cavalry, and that he had taken 
command of the Eederal forces in the Valley. Torbert’s division is the 
only one that has yet reached that region, and I am not positive 
whether the whole of the other divisions have gone or not, though it is 
so reported. I thought it best, however, to move Hampton’s division 
to Culpeper, and it commenced its march yesterday. W. IT. E. Lee’s 
division is retained, and I ho])e it will be sufficient for the protection 
of the railroad. If I iind that the enemy’s cavalry here is superior to 
ours I will recall some of Hampton’s. I have assigned General H. to 
the command of the cavalry. General Butler, he's thinks, is best (piali- 
fied to command his division; as he does so now by right of seniority 
I have recommended no change. The forces ojiposed to General Early 
consist of the Sixth and Eighth, two divisions of the Ninebicnth, and 
the Thirteenth Corjis; the latt(T recently arrived from New Orleans. 
General Early was at Newtown on the 11th, and llu^ enemy, who, for the 
two previous days had been endeavoring to approach his rear, was 
apparently moving toward Front Eoyal. T have directed General 
Anderson to move toward Thornton’s Gap and be governed by circum- 
stances. General Early reports that General Bradley Johnson’s bri- 
gade had been surprised in <*amp near Mooreiield and routed, losing four 
guns. 1 have directed that if General J. is to blame he must be relieved 
from command. I went up to Hewlett’s Tliursday morning, having 
heard that the enemy had throAvn a body of troops on the ne(*k at 
Dutch Gap, Avith a view of endeavoring to drive them off. Their posi- 
tion was about two and a half miles from the battery, and Major Smith 
reported, from his experience on former occasions, owing to inlbrior 
powder, he could not be certain of throwing his shot more than 1,200 
yards. I signalled to General l^AA^ell to atta<dc tluan from his side and 
to arrange with Oaiitain Mitchell to shell them from his gun-boats. 
This I hoped would have been done that afternoon, but he (mnld not 
comidete his arrangements until yesterday afternoon, and then had to 
suspend the attack for an exchange of prisoners previously arranged. 
Tlie force, I understand, is composed partly of negroes, and that they 
are engaged in cutting a canal through the neck. What use they will 
make of it I do not see, unless their object is to turn Pickett’s left. I 
have posted Lieutenant-I'olonel Poague’s battalion of artillery on the 
heights of Proctor’s Creek, Avest of Hewlett’s farm, and will commence 
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a heavy battery on tlie river in that vicinity as soon as possible, 
l^crhaps it is thought the James Eiver can be so reduced as to prevent 
the navigation of our naval boats. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 

General. 

V. S. — General Grant is reported to have returned from Harper’s 
Ferry. He was at Old Point on the 8th, and a deserter states he and 
Butler were at Hutch Gap yesterday. 

E. E. L. 


ITEAD(iUARTERS ARMY OF NToRTHERN YiRGINIA, 

August 12^ 1S64. 

General E. S. Eavell, 

Ghaffin\s Bluff: 

Deserter repoiTs that men at Dutch Gap are volunteers, paid 40 cents 
extra for digging, their purpose being to dig a canal. If they cannot 
be stopped arrangements must be made to make the canal useless by 
choosing i)OwSitions and erecting batteries, &c. See what can be done. 

E. E. LEE. 


General Orders,^ Headquarters Oavalry Corps, 

[ Army Northern VmaiNiA, 

No. 10. ; August 12^ 1864. 

In accordance with paragTaph VIT, Special Orders, No. 189, head- 
<iuarters Army Nortliern Virginia, 11th of August, 1864, 1 hereby assume 
command of the cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia. Orders 
heretofore published for the government of the cavalry are reaffirmed. 

WADE HAMPTON, 

Major-General. 


Attgitst 13, 1864. 

Captain Davidson: 

Firing has been going on all day from our gun-boats and the battery 
of light artillery in position at Signal Hill (Rockbridge battery) on the 
enemy at Dutch Gap. Our firing was warmly returned by the enemy’s 
gun-boats, assisted by the shore batteries at Baldwin’s. 1 am happy 
to say no <»avsualties yet on our side. The Eockbridge battery of light 
artillery did great execution among the enemy’s works at Dutch Gap. 
The only damage done us by the enemy was a large'shell, which passed 
through* an officer’s bed, tearing u]) the floor and i)assing out at the back 
part of the house. No one inside at the time. 

Very respectfully, 

G. F. SMITH. 


Eiohmond, August IS., 186 L 

General S. Cooper: 

(Through General E. E. Lee, commanding.) 

(xENBRAL: 1 rcs] )ect fully I'ccommond that a bureau of cavalr 
established here, subordinate to the Adjutant and Inspector G 
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Department, and cliarged specially with the cave, direction, and or^'an 
ization of the cavalry arm of the service. {Some oituHM* who has had 
experience in this branch of the service could be assigned to duty as 
chief of the new bureau. 

1 am, very respectfully, yours, 

WADE TIAMPTOK, 

Major-OciieraL 


[First in(l<)rsmu(‘iit J 

rTEADQUARTEUS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

‘ Anijuat 16 j lS 6 i. 

Eespectfully forwarded. 

1 think much good might be accomplished for the cavalry by estab- 
lishing this bureau as a i>art of the Adjutant and Inspector’s Depart- 
ment to take charge of the interests pertaining to all the cavalry 
service. 1 think that General R. S. Ewell is the officer best (pialitied 
by experience and information and service for the position of chief. 
Besides possessing great merit he has great claims. 

E. E. LEE, 

jQeneral. 


I SocoT»l indorsewnent ] 


December 8, 1804. 

Eespectfully referred to General Ewell, whose attention is invited to 
the subject, and particularly to the indorsement of General Lee, and 
for his views. 

S. COOPEE, 

Af^juiant and Inspedor OeneraL 

[TIukI nidoist m(*nt J 

Headquarters Department of Etciimond, 

December 27^ IHill. 

Eespectfully returned. 

While willing to do anything that the Government may require, I 
much prefer active duty in the held should the interests of the service 
permit such assignment. 1 have been exclusivcdy on similar duty for 
nearly a (juarter of a century, and have no cxi)erionce whatever as a 
bureau officer. ' 

E. S. EWELL, 

lAentenani- General. 


Ekuimoni), An(iv(if 13 ^ 1864 . 

General S. Cooper: 

(Through General E. E. Lee, commanding.) 

General: I respectfully recommend that an inspector-general of 
cavalry, with the rank of colonel, be ax)i)ointed, who will be ciharged 
with the duty of ins])ecting all the cavalry in the field under the direc- 
tions, of course, from the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office. 
Maj. H. von Borcke has been engaged partially on this duty, and I 
know of no one more comi)ctent in every way to fill the position i>ro- 
posed. He is a thoroughly educated soldier, has been serving most 
gallantly with the cavalry of this army for two years, and is now, un- 
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Ibrtunately, disqualified to enter tlie field by a severe wound. Until 
lie is able to resume liis duties in the field be could admirably dis- 
charge those of inspector-general. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 

WADE IIAMPTONT, 

Major-Ge7)ercd. 

[First iiwlorsomoiit 1 

IIeadqttauteer Akmy of Noethbbn Vieginia, 

Anmist 15, 1861. 

Eespectfully forwarded for tlie consideration of the Department. 

This is a matter for decision of the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
as it peilains to duties of his office. I can only state that Ma-jor von 
Borcke is an officer of singidar woith and merit, of great zeal and gal- 
lantry, and merits eveiy consideration. 

R. E. LEE, 

General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of Richmond, 

Decemher ^6', 1864, 

Respectfully forwardcnl. 

As this was inclosed with the letter in reference to the Cavalry 
Bureau to me, T presume some expression of opinion is expected. As 
far as my knowledge of this officer extends I think this aiipointment a 
very suitable one. 

E. S. EWELL, 

JAevtena n t- Oen erah 


DEAin^irTARTERS Army OF jSTorthern Yiroinia, 

Avgust 14, 1864, 

lion. Secretary of War, 

Richmond, Y<t, : 

Sir: I regret to state that the desertions are increasing in some of the 
regiments of this army. General Hill reports, on the 12th instant, the 
desertion of a lieutenant and twenty-four men from the Ninth Alabama 
Regiment, ten men from Deraeut’s (Maryland) battery, and six others 
from difiereut regiments of Malione’s division. The troops are sutfer- 
ing much discomfort in the trenches, which may in part account for 
these desertions, and the circular issued by the Washington author- 
ities, promising immunity to deserters and exemption from military 
service, may also have had its eftect. From the statements of Federal 
deserters of the feeling in their army, I wrote to you some time since 
that 1 thought good might be done by issuing an order promising to 
receive their deserters and give them themeans of reaching their homes 
by a safe route, and shall be glad to know your views on the subject. 
In some cases L believe ])articular causes of discontent are alleged to 
exist among our men. In the Ninth alabama, from which there have 
been numerous desertions, it is said that the dismissal, last winter, of 
a iavorito officer gave great dissatisfaction. The deserters are sup- 
])osed to be making their way home with the intention of Joining some 
(*avalry commands that are being organized in Alabama, as I am 
informed. Unless this practice be checked, our army will be seriously 
weakened. Step^ should be at once instituted to imnish all officers who 
receive deserters into their commands, and I recommend that the or- 



1176 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. ANT) N. C. 


[CHAP. LIT 


ganizations, said to be forming in Alabama, be at once visited, and in 
case deserters from this or any other army be found in them, the author- 
ity to raise them be revoked, and the officers and men placed in the 
regular service. I have before pointed out the evil consequences 
resulting, in my opinion, from granting authority to raise new com- 
panies, &C .5 but, if it must be done, I advise that in all cases the pres- 
ence of any absentee from another command in one of the new ones, 
wliether the officer commanding was aware that the man had no right 
to enlist with him or not, be held a sufficient reason for revoking the 
authorization and breaking up the new organization. I see no other 
way of arresting the evil, and causing those engaged in recruiting new 
commands to take sufficient precautions against receiving deserters. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

K. E. LEE, 

General, 


HEADC^itJARTERS ARMY OP NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

August lij 1864. 

Lieutenant-G-eneral Ewell, 

Gommandingj &c.: 

General: On my visit to Hewlett’s house yesterday I had a full 
view of the ground at Dutch Gap and could see distin(dly their tents 
and lines of intrenchments in front and rear of their })osition, with rifle- 
pits in advance. The men were concealed from view, probably driven 
under cover by our fire, which, from the gun-boats, was very accurate. 
No working parties were, of course, in sight, but I could see nothing to 
indicate the constiuction of a canal as is reported by prisouerws and 
deserters from the enemy. Colonel Mayo, Thiid Virginia Eegiment, who 
is stationed on the point at Hewlett’s farm, says that owing to the 
height of the bluffs at Dutch Gap and their being thickly covered with 
tall trees it is impossible to get a view of their operations from the 
highest point on his side. Small parties of the enemy, however, could 
be seen moving along the bank yesterday, and did not seem mu(‘h 
embarrassed by the fire of our batteries or gun-boats. Officer command- 
ing pickets on the margin of the river reiiortcd the enemy at work all 
night before last. Wagons were heard going and coming, unloading 
plank } also sounds of digging, driving stakes, &e. The details at work 
are estimated to be about GOO men. Can you not from some point on 
your side of the river discover what the enemy is doing*? If we cannot 
arrest his work we must in other ways coxinteract his operations. Per- 
haps the navy might accomplish both objects. I desire you to see 
Captain Mitchell and see what can be done. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E, E. LEE, 

Ge7teraL 


Heahqttarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

Avgust li, 1864 — 0.15 a. m. 

General G. W. Eield, 

Chaffinh Blvff: 


What is the character of the force advancing against your left? 
Concentrate the cavalry in that quarter and dispose your infantry 
to resist it. * 


E. B. LEK 
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IlEADOUARTEEg ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

August 14^ 1864 — 13.13 p. m. 

General 0. W. Field, 

Chaffin’s Bluff: 

Yon do not say wlietlier the force of enemy is infantry or cavalry. 
You must call for re-enforcements from lliclimond. There are none 
here. Give hour of dispatch. 

K. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

August 14, 1864. 

General 0. W. Field, 

Chaffin’s Bluff: 

Have sent- to halt Hampton, and ordered cavalry from this side. If 
unnecessary let me know. Aid the cavalry all you can and drive back 
enemy. 

E. E. LEE, 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

August 14, 1864. 


General C. W. Field, 

Chaffin’s Bluff: 

Hampton will be with you this evening. Two brigades go from here. 
Major Anderson, with 500 cavalry, ordered from lliehmond. This may 
be a feint to draw troops fi om here. Watch closely and return the 
trooiis hero at the earliest moment. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

August 14, 1864. 


General W. Hampton, 

Beaver Dam, Vu. : 

Halt your command and return toward Eichmond. Gregg’s division 
is crossing at Deep Bottom. Send back an oiiicer to ascertain position. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

August 14, 1861 — 1.30 p. m. 

Maj. E. G. Anderson, Jr., 

Commanding Detachment Young’s Brigade of Cavalry: 

(Care of Lieutenant-General EweU, Eichmond.) 

Proceed at once with your command to the vicinity oi' New Market 
and report to Major-General Field, commanding. 

W. II. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[August 15, 1864. — ^For General Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspec- 
tor General’s Office, lliehmond, Va., relating to treatment of deserters 
from the Union Army, see iuclosure, Mott to Humphreys, August 
26, p. 529.] 
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Gisnbral’s Opeioe, 

No. 192. ) , Miclmond, August 15, 1861. 

w . % x> «■ x- x* 

XYIII. Ool. M. Lewis Clark, artillery, Provisional Army, C. S., 
is assigned to inspection duty in the Ordnance l)c])ai*tinent. He will 
report to and receive imsti notions fiom Col. J . Oorgas, chiel* of ordnance, 
0. S. Army. 

* % X * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTOK, 
Assistant Adjutant- Qenerah 


Axtgust 15, 1804. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Ghaffiu\s Farm : 

One of Dearing’s scouts, said to be generally correct, rei)orts Tlancock’s 
Second Corps went to City Point and came back again yesterday. 
Field’s capture of prisoners from this corps yesterday setmis to contia- 
diet this. Perhaps you have positive infoimation. Dearing also re- 
ports enemy have withdrawn their pickets from Gary’s Church. Hill 
reports enemy has strengthened his force in his front. At daylight 
about three brigades were seen moving to enemy’s left. Hill’s pickets 
report wagons or artillery moving from 11 until 3 o’clo(*k last night to 
our left. 

W. ir. TAYLOE, 

A .ss ? sta n t Adjn tan t- (fenera I, 


AiKaisT 15, 18()t. 

General E. E. Lee: 

General Hampton telegia])hs fioin Endimond his command is moving 
back and he awaits instructions there. Cars are at l)unl(>i)’s foi two 
brigades. If not needed for this inirpose, Colonel ()t(^y would like to 
have them for supplies. 

W. IT. TAYLOE, 

Ass ista n t A dj nia nt-0 en era L 


Hdqes. Dept, oe N. Cakolina and SoxiTirEUN Va., 

Near Petersburg^ Va,^ August i5, 

Geneiul Samxtel Ooopek, 

Adjutant and Inspeetor Generate Rielmond^ r<7. : 

Genet? AL: Understanding that General Braxton Bragg has returned 
to Ttichmond, I have the honor to request as early an amswer as practi- 
cable to my letter of tlie 25th ultimo.* 

Very r(*S]>ectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUliEGAED. 

General, 


"Sco Vol. XE, Pajt in, p. 801. 



Chap LIV J 


COKEESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONPEDEEATE. 


1179 


[Fust inflorfl(mpn< ] 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ofeice, 

August 17^ 1864. 

Eespeotfiilly submitted to tlie Secretary of War, to whom the former 
letter of General Beauregard was referred, inclosed in B. 1523, some 
time since. 

H. L. OLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Second indoisemtni 1 


Aug-ust 19, 1864. 

Eespectfully referred, at tln^ lecpiest of General Beauregard, to Gen- 
eral Bragg. 

It is looped the explanations of General Beauregard may be deemed 
satisfactory, as I aiiprehend a court of inquiry, under ])resent circum- 
stances, would be inconvenient and probably inischievous. 

J. A. SEDDOK, 
tieeretary of War. 


fThnd nidorsdncnt ] 

IlEAlXiXTARTEKS ARIVIIES OP THE (CONFEDERATE STATES, 

A ugust 2^, 1801. 

Eesxiectfully returned to honoiable Secietary of War. 

The communication relating to the movement of Baker’s regiment 
was one of many on the subject of delays attending the transfer of 
troops in different parts of tile Ooiifedera(‘y last spring. I had been 
specially directed to inquire into these delays, and in making this re- 
l)ort, after mentioning the case of Baker’s regiment, I ])roceeded to call 
attention to the want of piomx)tness generally in conijilying with orders 
for the movements of troo])S. The Avording of this paragraph plainly 
shows its general application, but as it may, Avhen isolated, be con- 
strued to reflect specially on General Beauregard, my senior in commis- 
sion, with whom my relations, both personal and oflicial, have ever 
been and I ho[)G will continue of the kiirdest nature, I beg to withdraw 
the letter from the tiles of vour office. 

BEAKTOI? BEAGG, 

General. 


[Fouilh iii<l<>7s< numl.] 


August 22, 1864. 

I am gratified to find that there need not be any farther controversy 
on this point b(‘twe<ui two such inflirential loaders of the army, and 
allow, with pleasure, the withdrawal generously sought. 

J. A. BEDDOIsr, 

JSecretary. 


RroiiMOND, August 1801. 

Major-General Field, 

Chaffin? s Bluff: 

What is the coiiditiorr of affirirs in your front this morning'? Full 
informatiorr is necessary for intelligent co-operation. 

JEFF’N BAVIS. 
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JIeADQUAKTEKS ARM^ OE BoRTUEEN VllUUNIA, 

AiiguHt 15, 186 i — a, m, 

Mnj. (leii. (\ AV. Field, 

Chdffntls Bluff: 

your telegram ol 0 j). iii, received. Two brij^ndoR of* infantry and 
W. II. F. Lee’s division of cavalry are on their way to yon. The infan- 
try left by rail at 7,30 and 9.30 ]). in. The cavalry will move right on. 
Send an officer to meet it with instrnctions to (General W. II. F. Lee 
where he is most re(iuired. llain])toii is moving down from other side. 


W. 11. TAYLOR, 

A .s‘.s ‘ iaia n t Adjn ta nt-Ge nera L 


Kee]) Ri(*hmond advised of movements oi‘enemv’s cavalrv. 

W. II. T. 


•Chafein’s Rlitff, uitigmf 16, 1861—10,65 a, m. 

President Davis : 

General Field, on the Darbytown road, reports that General Lee’s 
pickets at the swamp have been driven back, and that the enemy in 
heavy force are advancing up the Charles City i‘oad and are nearly at 
White’s Tavern. Enemy is in rear of Field’s force, and it will be thrown 
over on the left to attack enemy in flank. I r(H*ommend the works at 
Eichmond to be manned. If Hamjiton’s force is accessible, please order 
it at once down Charles City road, 

E. E. LEE. 


[Tll(l01S( TlKllt I 


General (L W, C. Lee: 

To man the Avorks as advised, haA^e the local defense troo])s called ont 
and notify General F(nnberton so that lie may give Hie mH^lliil ordeivs 
in regard to the artillery of the Eichmond defenses. 

JEFF’JST DAVIS, 


RunniOND, 16, 1861. 

General E. E. Lee, 

(^haffm\s Bluff: 

Your dispatch of this day received. Geneial G. W. C. Tje(‘ will ]mt 
liis brigade in the (*ity defenses, and General Femberlon will make tin* 
needful disposition of* the artillery along the same lin(\s. General 
Hampton’s division passed down the ( 'harles (lity road this morning. 

JEFF’N DAVIS. 


Chaffin’s Whvvv, Augutif 16, 1861— f p. on. 

Secretary of WAii: 

The enemy has inad<* a determim‘d attack on oiir line between the 
Darbytown and Charles (Mty roads. At one time he broke through, but 
was repulsed, and we 3iow occupy our original positions. 

B. E. LEE. 



Chap. HV.] 


COERESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


1181 


OiiAPFiN’S BlufFj August 16 y lS6i — S,S0 p. m. 
ITou. Secretary of War: 

The enemy did not renew the attack after his repulse mentioned in 
iny first dispatch. His force on the Charles City road, after advancing 
to within two miles of White’s Tavern, was driven back across White 
Oak Swamp. Our loss was small. 

E. E. LEE. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

NTo. 193. ] Richmond^ August 16j 1S64, 

^ * It: # * * # 

HI. Capt. E. T. Forbes, assistant commissary of subsistence, will 
rc^port without delay to Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding, <&c., to 
relieve Maj. Charles Howard, commissary of subsistence, as chief com- 
missary of th(‘ troops in the IJepaitment of Eichmond. Captain Forbes 
will continue to superintend the subsistence of prisoners of war in this 
city. 

* “jt * jf r ^ ^ 

XXX 111. Brig. (Ten. G. W. 0. Lee, commanding forces for local 
d(‘lens(‘, will immediately report with his command to Lieutenant- 
General Ewell, commanding, iJsfcc. 

#!(■:« » * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JHO. WITHERS, 
Assistant AdJ utant- Genera I. 


Headquarters Artillery Defenses, 

August 16, 1861, 

Maj. T. O. Chestney, 

A ssistant Adj uta w/- General: 

MA. 10 R: 1 inclose, ibr the consideration of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding, a copy of a telegram dispatched to me on yesterday by Lieut. 
Col. J, M. Maury, at ISTew Market Hill, informing mo that the nu>rtars 
and howitzers (if not already in possession of the enemy) placed by me at 
that i)oint for the purpose of operating against tlu^ emmiy’s pontoon 
bridge at Deep Bottom, had been turned over by order of General 
Field to Colonel Carter. Tlusse guns w(we taken from the defenses of 
Kiehmond for the special service indicated, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maury had been placed in command of them by me. Besides these 
guns two light batteries and a section ot* a third, attached to the Rhdi- 
inond defenses, and temimrarily sent by me to I^ew Market, were by 
this order of (leneral Fi(dd ])la(*ed under the (*ommand of Colonel (Jar- 
ter. 1 visited New Market in person soon after the dispat(*h iVom Col- 
onel Maury had been sent, and ascertained fromColoiud Carter that the 
facds communicated to me by Colonel Maury were (*on*cct. 1 submit 
this to the consideration of tlie lieutenant-general commanding lor the 
purpose of ascertaining to what extent it meets with his ap])robation. 
1 am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
LUutenant-Golonel, Commanding, 
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[Inrlosure.] 

Maeket, August 15, 1864. 

(Eeceived 2 p. m.) 

Colonel Pemberton: 

All the artillery at this point, including that sent down by you, has 
been placed by (ieneral Field in command of Colonel Carter. 1 con- 
sidered in this case that we had nothing more to do with the operation 
here, and ordered Major Taylor back to take charge at the bluli* while I 
remained merely as a looker-on. 1 have no authority here to interfere 
with the artillery in any way. Colonel Carter permitted the mortar 
detachments to return to camp. He also sent the ^O-pounder Parrotts 
back where they came from. It is useless for jMajor Taylor to return 
here, as he will not be allowed to exercise any command. The how- 
itzers, 1 fear, are gone. It is thought that the enemy carried them otf 
last night. The 10-i)ounder JhuTotts are here and under command of 
Colonel Carter. As you seem to have sent the order for my return to the 
Blulf under a misapprehension 1 will wait for an answer to this before 
returning. I would like to remain a day or two to see the result of 
operations here. 

J. M. MAUEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Near PETERSBuna, Ya., August 16^ 1861 — 8 a. m. 
General E. E. Lee, 

Cliaffinh Bluff, Korth Side of James River: 

All quiet yesterday and last night. Scouts report Second Corps 
marched with hve days’ rations; expedition must then be only a diver- 
sion to pi‘event Early being re-enforced. 

G. T. DEAITREGAED. 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., August 17, 1861. 

General E. B. Lee, 

Commanding, <&€.: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 14th 
instant, and hear with regret of the increased tendency to desertion 
manifested by a portion of your army. 1 can well understand the dis- 
comfort and suttering which troo])8 in this weatluu* must sufter in the 
trenches, and I lear with you that the x)atriotism and s(df-denial of oxir 
soldiers may not always be proof agaimst the temptations offered by 
the Washington authorities. I have re(*eived your re(*ommendation of 
an order, which should o])erate per contra, as an indu(*ement to the 
soldiers of the enemy to desert, and after (*onfer ring with the Ih'esideut 
and slightly modifying it, to contbrm to the suggestions mad<i by him, 
1 had directed it to be issu(‘.d and sent 1o you. I hope it will operate 
advantageously to our cause. One of the i)arti(*ular causes meTitioned 
by you as tending to pj’omote desertion has, J am sure, no just founda- 
tion, unless misapprehension [)revails among our troops. 

yiiK'o re(TM*ving your remonstrance against the issue of authorities to 
raise new companies, and your ex])osition of tlu^ mischiefs resulting, 
finding your views confirnnul by inquiries whicli 1 caused to be made in 
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our otlier armies, I promptly revoked the new outstanding permits, and 
from that time have steadily refused to grant any more, so that at this 
time there is no authority to recruit or form new organizations in 
Alabaina or elsewhere issued from this Department. The attention of 
the Department has likewise been engaged in endeavoring to discover 
and return all deserters who have recruited in other companies to their 
proper commands. Inspections have been made in the armies of the 
South and West, and notice given that deserters should not be received, 
and that all heretofore enlisted should be returned to their proper com- 
mands. In I’cgard to the dissatisfaction said to have resulted in the 
Ninth Alabama liegiment from the dismissal of a favorite officer I have 
no information; but I will cause inquiry to be made, and if any remedy 
can be found will endeavor to apply it. 

I am glad to have your suggestions on tliese or any other matters 
relating to the organization and improvement of your army, and hope 
to profit by them. 

Very truly, yours, 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 

ISecretary of War. 


Near Petersburg, Va., August 17^ 1864. 

General Samuel Cooper, 

Adjutaut and luspecfor General., Riclnnondy Va.: 

Cannot General Macllae be assigned ])ermanently to command 
Martin’s brigade and General (^onnei‘ (temporarily) Elliott’s brigade.^ 
The services of these two officers are pressijigly needed. 

G. T. BEAUKEGARD. 


IlDC^iRS. ARTILLEliY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

August 17^ 1804. 

Colonel Stevens, 

Chief Engineer^ Army of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel; General Alexander and myself to-day examined the lines 
about Chambevlayne’s and in rear of the crater of the enemy’s mine of 
the 30th ultimo, with view of best defense in event of another mine 
anywhere in tliat quarter. We concur in the followingaiTangement of 
guns as best, viz: At the pitsi>reparing for three Blakely 32q)ounders, 
to have one of those; immediately next it and on its left, one 8-inch 
howitzer, and next to it one 24-pounder howitzer. This, we think, com- 
bines best the coalition there. The other two 32-pounder Blakelys 
had best, we think, be put on the knob behind the Griffith liouse, and 
near them, on the same knob, two 24-pounder howitzers. The two 30- 
pounder Parrotts, now in position near the mouth of Ragland’s lane, 
behind General Heth’s headquarters, ought, we think, to be removed, 
as their ammunition is wholly unsafe to lire with over our lines; two 8 
or 10 inch mortars had better be gotten, if possible, we consider, and 
placed there. Tliose 30-pounder Parrotts might be used with advan- 
tage on the north side ol‘ the Appomattox, and the 8-inch howitzer 
recently placed there might be xisefully transferred to some point 
behind Chamberlayne’s battery ; suppose that just in iront of where the 
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30-pouudci* Parrotts now are. Please confer with sneh sn])erior officers 
as you find it proper to consult, and if your final judgiueut agrees wdtli 
ours let these arrangements be made. 

^Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. PENDLETON, 

Brigadier^Oeneral and Chief of Artlllenj, 


Hdqus. Artillery, Army oe Nortrern Viroinia, 

Angmt 17^ IHdi, 

Colonel Walker, 

Gomdg. Artillery^ Third Corp,% Army of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: General Alexander and myself to day examined the lines 
about Chamberlayne’s battery. Wo should have been very glad to 
have had your counsel and would have asked you to join us, but 1 sup- 
posed your boils would not permit you to ride and walk so far. We 
concur, among other points, in the judgment that the three 24-pounder 
howitzers w hich you now^ have in position to use as mortaivS will be 
much more useful for the general line placed elsewdiere, and that thrive 
Cochorn mortars in their stead will answer there better. It seems very 
probable that the enemy is moving in earnest toward Ohamberlayne’s 
batteiy, and it is of the first importance to prepare strong defense 
there. Toward this we think one of those 24-pounder howitzers had 
better be in one of the three ])its in rear of Chamberlayne’s prepared 
for 32-pounder Blakely, an 8-inch howitzer and one 32-pounder 
Blakely being also theie. Tlie other tw^o howitzers (24-))onnders) and 
the other two Blakelys may perhaps be bestplaced in the knob behind 
the Griffith house. The two 30-poiinder Parrotts liad best, we think, 
be removed to the north side of the Api)omattox, tlieir ammunition being 
so unsafe to fire with over our line, and in tlieir stead two S or lb inch 
mortars might be there used to advantage, and i)erhaps an 8-inch how- 
itzer in front of them where Garden had two guns. I wish you to con- 
fer with General Alexander on these several points as soon as possible, 
and also with Colonel Stevens and General Hill, as it may be neces- 
sary to have their views in the case, and as far as can be done without 
contravening any important judgment, let the iirojiosed arrangements 
be carried into effect with the least possible delay. The prospe(*t of 
su(‘h operations by the enemy and these adjustments render it advis- 
able for us to defer the exchange of certain battalions between General 
Alexander and yourself of wffiich we had spoken. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETQN, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, 


Near Petersburg, Va., A'ngust 17, 186d—10 a. m. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Ghaffin^s Bluff: 

All quiet here yesterday and last night. No material change re- 
])orted in enemy^s movements or position. Thirty-six wagons and ten 
ambulances passed this morning on military road, rear [ofj Battery 5, 
going in direction of City Point. 

G. T. BEAUREGAED. 
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Near Petersburg-, Va., August 17^ l86d—5 jp. m. 
General E. E. Lee, 

Gliaffinh Bluffs Ya,: 

Have ordered our bal3teries to open daily for thirty minutes, at 2 and 
3 a. m., to prevent enemy^s concentration of troops for an attack. 

G. T. BEAXJEEGAED. 


Chafein^s Bluff, August 18 j 1864. 

(Eeceived 11.16 p. m.) 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War : 

This morning our skirmishers reoccupied the hill north of Dutch 
Gap, from which^ the enemy had been driven by our gun-boats. This 
afternoon the left of our line north of James Eiver advanced against 
the enemy’s right to discover his strength and position; drove in his 
skirmish line, and finding him strongly intrenched withdrew. About 
noon the enemy in foont of Petersburg moved his Fifth Corps toward 
the Weldon railroad, when he was met by General Ueth, who drove 
him a mile, captuiing 150 prisoners, 

E. E. LEE. 


Special OipuRS, ) Aujt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 105. 3 liichmond^ August 18, 1864. 

^ ^ 

XX. Oapt. M. T. Davidson, Signal Corps, is assigned to duty with 
the division commanded by Maj. Gen. 0. W. Field, and will report ac- 
cordingly. 

******* 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqes. Dept, of Northern Virginia, 

No. 106. ) August 18, 1864. 

Brig. Gen, S. McGowan, having reported for duty, is assigned to the 
command of his brigade. General Conner is relieved foom the com- 
mand of McGowan’s brigade, and will retain the command, for the 
X)resent, of Lane’s brigade and the detachments which were ordered to 
report to him. 

By command of General E. E. Lee: 

W. II. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery, Army op Northern Virginia, 

August 18, 1864. 

[Lieut. Col. W. T. PoAGUE:] 

Colonel : Colonel Wallcer is much in need of men to work two heavy 
guns. Our artillery as well as infantry force here has quite as much as 
75 R R— VOL XLII, PT 11 



1186 


OrERATIONS IN SE. VA, AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


it can do with ordinary anuainent, preparing breast-works, &c. I write, 
therefore, to get you to wsend do^^n to (Jolonel Walker as soon as practi- 
cable such number of men as you can spare from Penick’s battery, to 
work those two heavy guns. I suppose you can, with your other com- 
panies and a portion ol‘ Penick’s men, temporarily man his battery and 
use it effectually, if need be, where now posted. If so, let Captain 
Penick come wiih about thirty men, including, say, two non-commis- 
sioned officers besides, if any can be siiared. Of course this is not per- 
emptorily addressed, because 1 do not know the particulars of your 
situation; you can exercise a judicious discretion in the case. But, if 
you can safely admit the arrangement, retain Penick’s guns and horses 
for the present, use them as best you can, and send the captain and 
men asked for to Colonel Walker and as soon as practicable. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, 


August 18, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. C. M. Wilcox, 

Blinds: 

The camp of army headquarters is being moved to the north side of 
James River. Communications for the commanding general should be 
addressed to Chaffin’s Bluff until otherwise directed. 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

(Same to Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett.) 


Near Petersburg, Ya., August 18, 1861 — 10,15 a, m. 

General R. E. Lee, 

Chaffing Bluff, Va,: 

FoUowing dispat(*h just received from General Bearing: 

Enemy lias driven in my pickets and reserve in front of Yellow House. I am 
just going up wUli another regiment. Colonel Taliaferro reports them in force with 
infantry and cavalry. 

Can any cavalry re-enforcements be sent him? I have none hero. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


Near Petersburg, Aug^ist 18, 1861—12 m. 

General R. E. Lee, 

Chaffin^ s Bluff: 

Artillery firing of this morning has developed nothing. General 
Bearing reported just now, ^^^]uemy is advancing in force both upon 
railroad and Yaughan road.” I have ordered two brigades of infantry 
to supxiort General Bearing. They must return to-night to their ])osi- 
tions. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
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Near Petersburg-, \ a., August 18^ 1664— 3 JO p, m. 
General 11. E. Lee, 

Ohuffin^s Bluff: 

General Hill reports that prisoners taken state that two divisions of 
Fifth Corps are on railroad. Has Fifth Corps left your front? 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


* Near Petersburg, Ya., August IS, lS6i — 7 p. m. 
General E. E. Lee, 

Chaffin^s Bluff: 

General Bearing reports having checked enemy’s advance at the 
Davis house, where they have formed strong line of battle in his 
front. He does not think, however, the force more than a few regi- 
ments of infantry and one or two of cavalry. I have sent some infantry 
to his assistance. 

G. T. BEziUEEGAED. 


Near Petersburg, Va., August 18^ 186 i— 7 p. m. 
General E. E. Lee, 

Bhiff\ Va. : 

General Heth reports having driven enemy about one mile below 
Davivs’ house. . Over 150 imisoners taken, representing three divisions 
of Fifth Corps. Heth desires re-enforceineuts to complete his success. 
He has already all 1 can spare, three brigades infantry, which must 
return to vicinity of lines during night. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


Dunn’s Hide, August 18^ 1864—10.45 p. m. 

General E, E. Lee, 

Ghaffin'^s Farm: 

General Hoke reports that the railroad to City Point has been used 
a great deal to-day by the eneuiy, and that they are still doing soj 
also that bands have been heard in that direction indicating the move- 
ment of troops. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Near Petersburg, Va., 

August ISj 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer, 

Chief Engineer^ Bickmondj Va.: 

General Lee, having moved his headquarters from liere, it is probably 
Colonel Stevens will soon follow him; hence Colonel Harris, whose 
health, moreover, is not very good, cannot be spared for Mobile. Should 
General Lee not require Colonel Stevens he could be sent to that 
locality. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 
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PetersbuuUj Atujust i(S, ISO^i 


Colonel Garnett, 

Commanding HieJcsford: 

Enemy reported on rnilroad at Yellow House — both infantry and 
cavalry. Be on the alert. 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Colonel (Old Assistant Adjutant-OeneraJ, 


(Same to Colonel Annistead, Weldon.) 


General Hospital, Howard’s Grove, 

Blelmond, August 18^ 186L 

Hon. James M. Baker, 

Hon. A. E. Maxwell, 

0. 8. Senators from Florida : 

Gentlemen : As an officer of the 0. S. Army it is my duty to do all 
in my power to increase the strength and efficiency of our armies by 
the exercise of my profession or by my advice on subjects appertaining 
to the medical hygiene and regulation of the health of the soldiers 
under my care and others when necessary. I address this communi- 
cation to you in order to call your attention to the condition of General 
Finegan^s brigade from our State. This brigade is a very large one, 
and was highly efficient while in Florida, for the reason that the men 
were accustomed to the climate, which is highly favorable to soldiers 
who are acclimated. They enjoyed good health, and were capable of 
doing good service. Since the arrival of this brigade in Virginia, the 
latter part of May last, its strength has been reduced fully two-thirds 
by various causes, but principally from climatic influences. This being 
the hospital for the States oC Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, 
and Arkansas, 1 will give some facts which go to show that these 
Floridians sufler more h‘oni sickness here than either of the other 
States, because there are more new troops from Florida than from 
either of the other States. Texas and Arkansas have but few troops 
here, and they are all veterans. Mississippi and Alabama have many 
more than Florida, mostly veterans also. The numbers received into 
the hospital from each of those States are as follows: Alabama, 2,298 j 
Mississippi, 925; Florida, 817; Texas, 295; Arkansas, 74. Alabama 
has about fifty regiments; Mississipxn, about forty; Florida, six ; Texas, 
three, and Arkansas, two, so that the pro})ortion from Florida is iar 
gTcater than from either of the other States, and the deaths are still 
greater in proportion to the admissions. The admissions are about one- 
quarter, while the deaths arc one-third, showing that the Floridians die 
more rapidly than from these other States. 

The composition of this brigade will also prove thatit cannot be ellicient 
in this climate under the fatigues which they are necessarily compelled 
to go through. First, it is couixiosed of men over conscrix)t age; 
second, men within conscript age who have been discharged fi?om other 
commands in Virginia and Tennessee because they were unable to 
stand the hard service; thii’d, boys under eighteen, a large number 
6f whom have taken measles and will be unfit for service here for some 
months, and if they are furloughed they have to come back and go 
through the same acclimation as if they had never been here; all these 
facts go to prove that this brigade cannot do service in Virginia. It 
came here 2,500 rank and file, and now I am informed there are less 
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than 800 for duty. If they were sent back to Florida all these sick 
would soon recover and it would aguin be an efficient body of troops 
and would do good service there, while here many of them will die, and 
others will cumber the hospitals and be a trouble and expense to the 
Government. With these opinions, which 1 have no doubt will be fully 
corroborated by the officers of the brigade, I would earnestly request 
you to endeavor to get this brigade ba(ik to Florida, and by so doing 
you will benefit the cause far more than to let these men linger out a 
painful existence in a climate inimical to them. Our rulers are men of 
enlarged views and experience, and I have no doubt if you wmuld repre- 
sent the matter to them they would at once order them back. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. M. PALMER, 
Surgeon in Charge, 


Maj 


Headquarters Army of IjIorthern Virginia, 

August 19 j 1864. 

. Gen. Wade Hampton, 

Commanding Cavalry: 


General: I desire to express the gratification I have derived from 
the (conduct of the cavalry during its late operations north of »lames 
River. The success of General W. H. F. Lee’s division, on the 15th 
instant; the more signal result that attended the combined attack of 
his and General Gary’s forces on the ibllowing day, and the skillful 
execution of your orders on the 18th by General Dutler with his divis- 
ion, reflect great credit upon the several commands engaged. Please 
express to the offi(*ers and men my thanks for their gallant and valua- 
ble services. The loss sustained by the cavalry in the fall of General 
Ohamlfiiss will be felt throughout the aa?my, in which, by lift courage, 
energy, and skill, ho. had won tor himself an honorable name. 

Very respectfully, youx* obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


Spectal Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. 196. ) Mclmondy FVl, August 19^ 1864. 

. m * * * * * 

XXXVII. Paragraph XTV, Special Orders, No. 187,* current series, 
is hereby revoked, and Brig. Gen. J. J. Archer, Provisional Army, 0. 
S., is assigned to duty with the Army of Northern Virginia, and will 
report to General B. E. Lee, commanding. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Special Oudees, ) ITdqes. Aemy op Noetheen Viegiota, 

No. 197. i August 19, 1864. 

***#*#• 

TI. Brig. Gen. J. J. Archer is assigned to the command of Archer’s 
and Walker’s brigades (temporarily united), of Ueth’s division. Third 
Corps, and will report accordingly. 


Seo Vol. XXXVIII, I>art V, p. 953. 
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III. Brig. Gen. W. W. Kirkland will report to General G. T. Beau- 
regard for assignment to tlie command of tke brigade of Hoke’s divis- 
ion heretofore commanded by Brigadier-General Martin. 

m ^ ^ 

By command of General 11. E. Lee: 

W. n. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJ. 


Fear Petbesbueg, Va., Augvst 19, lSOi—8 a. m. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Chaffin’s Bhtffi: 

Three divisions of enemy reported still in position fortifying where 
repulsed last evening near Davis’ house, on Weldon railroad. I will 
endeavor to-day to dislodge him with four brigades of our infantry and 
the division of cavalry you have promised. Eesult would be more cer- 
tain with a stronger force of inhintry. Signal station reports just now 
one brigade of infantry, 100 wagons, and forty-nine ambulances pass- 
ing toward our fcont on military roaa in rear of Battery 5. 

G. T. BEAUEBGAED. 


Keae Peteesbdeg-, Va., August 19, 1801—9.20 a. m. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Chaffin’s Bluff, Ya.: 

Captured Yankee captain. Says object of expedition was to break 
up Weldon railroad and so weaken our forces in front as to increase 
chances of breaking our lines, intimating use of another move. The 
fire of our batteries this morning must have disconcerted enemy’s 
plans. 

G. T. BEAUEBGAED. 


Peteesbtjeg-, August 19, 1861—1.30 p. m. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Chaffin’s Bluff; 

General Wilcox reports passing of wagons or artillery all night over 
pontoon bridge from north to south side of Appomattox. 

G. T. BBATJEEGAED. 


PETEESBtTEa, August 19, 1801. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Chaffin’s Bluff: 

Colonel Simmons, of Thomas’ brigade, reports that a brigade of 
infantry passed pontoon bridge this a. m. about 7 o’clock, moving this 
way. Artillery or wagons were passing bridge all night. 

G. T. BEAUEBGAED, 

General. 
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Keau Peteehbukg-, Va., Aiigxist 19^ 1864 — 8 jp. m. 
Oapt. A. E. O^I^soLM, 

Aide-de-Gamp^ Spotswood Souse^ Biclimond, Ta,: 

Sliould you not be able to obtain an answer to my letter see Secre- 
tary of War on the subject and return as soon as practicable. We 
have just defeated the enemy on Weldon road near here. Captured 
large nmnbers of prisoners. 

G^. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


nEADQITAUTEES BATTALION, 
FriemVs Farm^ August 19, 1864. 

General W. E". Pendleton, 

Chief of Artillery, Army of Fortlieni Virginia: 

General: In comijliance with your instructions received last night, 
Captain Penick is sent with thirty men to report to Colonel Walker. 
We will make out to man his guns in case they are needed. We are 
not altogether idle here; a moderate fire is kept up at night on the 
enemy at Dutch Gap, where it is pretty well ascertained they are cut- 
ting a channel. Two of my companies, Utterback’s and Williams’, 
were sent to Colonel Carter a few days since in obedience to order from. 
General Lee. 

1 am, general, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. POAGUE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, &c. 


[AnauST 20, 1804. — For Lee to Seddon and Beauregard to Seddon, 
reporting engagement on Weldon railroad, 19th, see Part I, pp. 851, 
858.] 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 197. j Richmond, August 20, 1864. 

# -X- » » # 

XX rv. Maj. J. E. Braithwaite, quartermaster, Provisional Army, 
(h S., is assigned to duty with Brig. Gen. J. A. Walker, commanding 
for(*es on line of Eichmond and Danville Eailroad, and will report 
accordingly. 

* * * m » * * 

By coiuiimnd of tlie Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITTIBRS, 

A sn i Htmt A (Jjutant- 0 en&ra 1. 


Fear PETBRSBtrua, Va., Augnst 20, 1864—8.10 a. m. 
(General R. E. Lee, 

Ohaffm'H Bluff, Va.: 

General Hill reports enemy still occupying’ part of railroad wliere lie 
is fortifying. Am oiuleavoring to make necessary arrangements to 
dislodge bim to-day, if practicable. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
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NTeah Petersburg, Ya., August JlSOl. 
General E. E. Lee, Ghaffin's Bluffs Ya. : 

DiwS])atclies of 1 and 1.45 o’clo(*k just re(‘eived. Privsouers state that 
Second OorpvS lias relieved Ninth Corps in the trenches. Signal vSta- 
tioii reporting movements of tro()])s would seem to confirm this. 
Every available man who can be spared from trenches has been with- 
drawn. Shall try attack in the morning with all the force 1 can spare. 
1 will call on Wilcox for a brigade as instructed. 

G. T. BEATJEEGAED. 


Near Petersburg, Ya., August ISOi—Tp. m. 
General E. E. Lee, GhaffnCs Bluffs Ya.: 

Expect to attack early in the morning. Have already taken one 
brigade from IToke and another from Johnson, extending their com- 
mands in the lines to utmost. No available fori'C shall be left behind. 
Am happy to hear of Early’s success. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED. 


[August 21, 1864. — For Lee to Seddon, reporting withdrawal of 
enemy from north side of James Eiver, and engagement on Weldon 
railroad, see Part I, y. 851.] 


EicnMONT), Ya., A^tgust 20^ IRGi. 
General T. IT. TTolmes, Raleighj W. 0, : 

The position of the enemy on Weldon railroad requires your forces 
to be in readiness for prompt movement. The force at Wilmington 
should be increased. 

JEFF’N DAYI8. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

^ August 18Gi — 10 a. m. 

Mr. D. n. Wood, Ulchmond^ Va.: 

Have (*ars at Eice’s Turnout as soon as possible to bring two brigades? 
say 2,000 men, to Petersburg. The troops are now there, or nearly 
there. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

August 21^ 18Gd — 11 p. m. 

Charles G. Taloott, 

Danville Railroad^ Richmond j Ya. : 

It is reported that enemy’s cavalry crossed Weldon railroad at Eoams’ 
this evening and took direction of Dinwiddie Court-House. Eaid on 
South Side and Danville road may be contemplated. Be on the look- 
out for them. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

(Same to Colonel Sandford, superintendent South Side road, Peters- 
burg, Va.) 
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Headqtjaetees Army op IToetheen Vieginia, 

August- 21, 1861 — 10 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. 0. W. Field ; 

K all the enemy have left send as many of yoni’ brigades an you can 
«?pare. If Gregg has left request Hampton to report to me. 

H. F. LFF. 


Headqttaetees Aemy of Noetheen Vieginia, 

August 21, 1861 — 1.30 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. 0. TV. Field, Chaffin's Bluff: 

A brigade of cavalry and one of infantry, followed by wagon train, 
are reported crossing in front of our works around Petersburg to our 
right. Advise General Hampton. These troops are supposed to come 
from north of James River. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headqdaetees Aemy of Hoetdeen Virginia, 

August 21, 1861 — 1.45 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. 0. TV. Field: 

Telegram received.* If enemy has reduced his force send two of 
your brigades to Petersburg. Telegrai>h Major TVood, Richmond, to 
have cars at Rice’s Turnout. 

R. E. LEE. 


• Hbadqitartees Army of FToETnEEN Virginia, 

August 21, 1861. 

General G. T. Anderson, Commanding Brigade, Dunlop’s: 

Oanip your brigade for to-night at some convenient point near where 
yon are landed front the cars. Notify army headquarters of your loca- 
tion. Extend same orders to dismounted cavalry. 

TV. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistwnt Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Peteesbdeg, Va., August 21, 1864 — 4.45 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton: 

Your telegi-am received. If enemy’s cavalry has left north side I 
desire you to move with Hampton’s division to this point as soon as 
pru/Cti c <il)l 

R. E. LEE. 


Hbadquaetees Aemy op Northeen Virginia, 

August 21, 1864 — 8 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton, Weqr Chaffin's Bluff: 

Telegram reedived. Need not march all night. Select convenient 
cam]) for the night and move on early in the morning. Don’t injure 
horses. 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- Qenergl. 


Not found. 
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Petersbxtro, August 21^ ISCi. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Bispecfor General^ Uiclmond: 

My telegram of tlie 17tli sent asking for assignment of Generals 
MacEae and Conner is recalled. 

G. T. BEAUEEGAED, 

GeneraL 


Hdqrs. Dept, of NT. Carolina and Southern Ya., 

August 18C)d, 

Brig. Gen. Johnson Haoood: 

(Tlirougli Major-General Hoke.) 

General: General Beauregard directs that you will forward to- 
morrow morning as early as practicable a list of the casualties of your 
command sustained this day. He desires also a report of all the cir- 
cumstances attending the recapture of a dag of your command. 
Itespectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEOEGE WM. BEENTT, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of ISTorthern Yiroinia, 

August 22^ 1864. 

Hon. Secretary of War, 

Uiclmond^ Va.: 

Sir: I have the lionor to inform you that the enemy^s superiority of 
numbers has enabled him to effect a lodgment on the Weldon railroad. 
Two attacks were made upon him when he iirst approached the road, 
in both of which he was wonsted, but the smallness of the attacking 
force prevented it from dislodging him. By the time re-enforcements 
could be brought from the north of the James Eiver the enemy had so 
much strengthened his position that it was found impracticable to 
drive him away when the attack was renewed yesterday. When the 
army first assumed its present i)osition I informed you that I doubted 
our ability to keep the road open, owing to the proximity of the enemy, 
and his superiority in numbers. If driven from the place he now occu- 
pies he could not be prevented from striking the road at some other 
point, as oxh forces are invsufficient to guard its entire length. These 
considerations induced me to abandon the further prosecution of the 
effoi't to dislodge the enemy, as it could not be done without a greater 
sacrifice of life than we can afford to make, and the benefits secured 
would be only temporary. 1 think it evident that the enemy has aban- 
doned the efiort to drive us fi'om our i)resent position by force, and 
that his purpose how is to compel us to evacuate it by cutting on our 
supplies. I think his intention in the late demonstration north of the 
James Eiver was not only to cause the removal of troops Irom Peters- 
burg, but also to try to break through to Eichmond. Being foiled in 
that effort, the forces engaged in it have been brought back to this 
side, excejjt those at Dutch Gap. 

Under these circumstances, we should use every effort to maintain 
ourselves by our remaining line of communications. The most intelli- 
gent and energetic officers should be charged with the duty of super- 
intending the trail si)ortation of supplies over all the roads upon whi(‘h 
the army depends, and be strictly enjoined to give their unremitting 
personal attention to the matter. All the transportation that can be 
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spared from roads not now so important to us sliould be accumulated 
on those upon wliicli we depend for supplies, and the most judicious 
arrangements made to secure the greatest efficiency of the roads. I 
shall do all in my power to get supplies by the Weldon road, bringing 
them as far as Stony Creek by rail, and thence by wagons. One train 
lias already been sent out for this purpose, and another is preparing to 
start. If we can get through the next month or six weeks the corn 
crop will begin to be available in Virginia, and afford us great relief. 
Ill the meantime no effort should be spared to work all the roads by 
which we are supphed to their utmost capacity. We should not only 
provide for our current wants, but try, if possible, to accumulate a 
reserve to provide against those occasional interruptions of our com- 
munications which the policy of the enemy justifies us in anticipating. 
Our su^iply of corn is exhausted to-day, and I am informed that the 
small reserve in Eichmond is consumed. The failure to accumulate a 
large surplus was owing, as I am told, to the inadequacy of the supply 
brought irom the south. If this was owing to bad management of the 
southern railroads the evil should be at once corrected. If the supply 
itself is short it would be well to have corn brought into Wilmington 
if practicable, until the new crop becomes available. The southern 
roads should be made to transport as much as the Danville road and 
its connection (*an bring to Ei(*hmond, besides the quantity that we 
will endeavor to haul irom Stony Creek, and in this way a surplus can 
be accumulated. 1 am confident that by strenuous efforts and strict 
economy of all our means we will be able to tlnvart the plans of the 
enemy, and I trust you will give the matter that attention which its 
vital importance demands. The purchase and collection of all stores 
recpiired by the army should be everywhere vigorously i)rosecuted. If 
w’e are unsuccessful in maintaining oui selves, I anticipate a good moral 
effect from the failure of this last effort of the enemy, when it shall 
become known that the only advantage secured by the sacrifice of time 
and men at Petersburg has not produ(‘ed the results anticipated from it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. liDD, 

General. 


Speotal Ordjsks, ) Hdqrs. Army of Northern ViRaiNiA, 

No. 109. j A\ig%i8t 22^ 1864. 

# ifs 

IX. Col. John Dunovant, having been appointed to the temporary 
rank of brigadier-general, will report to Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton, 
commander of cavalry. Army of Northern Virginia, for assignment to 
the command of ButlePs brigade, Hamptou^s division. 

^ * ^ *■ % * ^ 

By (‘ommaud of General E. E. Lee: 

W. H. TATLOE, 
issistant Adjutant- General. 


TTeadqttarters Artillery. Tutre Corps, 

Avgust 22j 1864. 

General Pendleton: 

General: The enemy were attacked on railroad at 8 o’clock on yes- 
terday. We failed to dislodge him from his positionj our loss was 
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small. Our troops have been withdrawn from liis front and j>laced 
within the trenches. We had to take g*uns from the line. Captain 
Wing'held, as you directed, was brought over to sui)]>ly their places. 
Ocneralllill thinks it will be necessary to kec]) them here inconse- 
quence oi* the greater extent oi* line necessary now to (‘over Petersburg. 

Yours, respectfully, 

R. L. WALKER, 

Colonely tOc. 


HEABQxrAm'ER?? ITagood’s Brk^de, 

Petershm), Va,^ Auguat HSflf, 

Colonel Brent, 

AsuiHiaiit Adjntant-General : 

Colonel: T am directed in a communication from department head- 
quarters, juwst received, to forward a list of the (*asualties in my (*om- 
mand sustained yesterday, and also to report all the circumstances 
attending the recapture of the flag of one of my regiments.* 

** * * * * # # 

When the line had reached the enemy’s works, some 200 men having 
got into a re-entering angle, where they were exposed to a severe cross- 
lire, became confused, and a mounted ollicer of the enemy galloping out 
ot* a sally-port seized the colors of the Twenty- seventh [South Carolina] 
Eegimeut and called upon them to surrender. Several officers and 
men began to surrender, but had not been carried in. Observing thivs 
I made my way to them irom the iiart of the line uiion which 1 was, 
calling to the num to shoot him. They either did not hearano or wewe 
bewihlered by the surrender of part of their number and failed to do 
so. When 1 got iq) to him 1 demanded the colors from him, and that 
he should go back into his wmrks, telling him that he w^as fr<‘e to do so. 
He (‘ommenced arguing w'ith me upon our desperate position, and I 
cut him shoit, demanding a categorical reply. He said No,” and I 
shot him from his horse, (living the colors to my orderly and mount- 
ing his horse 1 snccecded in withdrawing the men with as little loss 
as could have been expected from the terrible iiro to whi(‘h we were 
exposed in retiring. Pi'obably half the men unhurt were brought off 
from this point. 1 beg h^ave specially to mention the good con(lu(‘t of 
my orderly, Private d. I). Stoney, of the Twumty-seventh [South (7aro- 
linal liegimeiit, in this matter. lie has always displayed gallantry, and 
would do credit to a commission. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHNSON HAGOOH, 

BrUjadivr-OcneraJ, 


[FirHii indorflCiinonf.l 

Near Petebsritrg, Va., A'ligyinf iSOd. 

Eespectfully forwarded, through General E. B. Lee, to His Exe(dlcncy 
Pi*osi(lent Jefferson Davis, for his information. 

Such an a(it of gallantry as herein described and of devotion to oiu^’sflag 
reflects the highest <T<Klit on tlu^. ofliccT w'ho performed it, and should he 
held up to the army as worthy of imit a lion under similar eiiTumstancjcs, 
Brigadier-General llagood is a brave and meritorious officcT, who has 
distinguished liiniseli* already at Batteiy Wagner and Drewa^^s Bluff, 

^ For portiou of report, hero omitted, relating to casualties sustahiod, see Part I, 
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and participated actively in the battles of Ware Bottom Obnreb, Cold 
Harbor, and Petersburg on l(5tb and 17th of June last. I respectftilly 
recommend him for promotion at the earliest opportunity. Attention 
is respectfully called, also, to General Hagood’s recommendation of 
his orderly, Private J. D. Stoney, for a commission. I feel assured he 
is well deserving of it. 

G. T. BEAUEBGABD, 

General. 


[Second indorsement.] 

Headqeaetees Aemy of Noetheek Yieoinia, 

August Jil, lS6d. 

Eespectfully forwarded. 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


[Third indorsement.] 

Btjeeatj Adjutant and Insfectoe Geneeal, 

Affointmeni’ Office, 

i^<^tember 1, 1864. 

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

By order : 

ED. A. PALFEEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Pourtli indorsement.] 


Septembee 31, 1864. 

Eospectfiilly submitted, as requested, to the notice of the President. 

J. A. SBDDOE, 
Gecretarg of War. 

[rifth indoihoment ) 

November 7, 1864. 

There are two modes of recoguizmg distiiiguislied service: one by 
proinotion, the other by atnioiineement in orders. Bee recommeuda- 
tion for the private and note for the l)rigadier, who 1 regard as worthy 
of promotion when it can be consistently made. 

JEFFN DAVIS. 


[Sixth indoj'seniout.] 


Ad-iittant-Geneeal : 


OVEMBEE 9, 1864. 


Note the President’s indorsement, uud if opportunity of promotion 
occurs submit. 


,1. A. SEDDON, 
tSeoretary of War. 


Eioiimond, Va., a ugust 2.% 1864. 

General B. E. Lee, 

Commanding, iSse., Petersburg, Va. ; 

Geneeal: Yours of yesterday received. 1 have inquired of the 
QuarWmaster-Goucral iu relation to the question of forage, the supply 
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of which you are aware was mainly drawn from Soutliwestcin Georgia, 
cominunication with which was interrupted by the euemy^s recent raid 
on the Central Eailroad. That road is again at work, and the Quai*ter- 
master-General expects the first lot of corn from Macon since the road 
was broken will arrive in four or five days, and if there be no furtluT 
interruption there will be a steady succession in the arrival from that 
quarter, and that the amount will be adequate for the supply of your 
army. He is quite confident that the Danville and Piedmont Eailroad 
can transport all which can be brought to their terminus. One of the 
difticulties of which lie comi)lains is that of getting the corn from the 
plantations to the (lei)ots, and this, he says, is mainly due to the with- 
drawal of the detailed men, overseers, and fanners from their homes 
for temporary military service. 1 have had serious apiTreheiision that 
the source of supply might be exhausted by the retreat of the Army 
of Tennessee and the consequent exposure of the Atlanta and Mont- 
gomery Eailroad, the i)ossession of which by the enemy would compel 
the army to draw its supplies from the same quarter which is relied 
on to furnish corn for the Army of Virginia. West of the Alabama 
Eiver there is an abundant supply of corn, large quantities of whi(*h 
are stored along the railroads and navigable rivers. The reported 
amount now at Montgomery is 300,000 bushels, and the receipts are 
said to be equal to the amount sent forward from there daily. The 600 
wagons were put on the break on the West Point railroad, and another 
train of wagons is running from Montgomery to the railroad at Union 
Springs. If General Hood is successful against Sherman, and wo suffer 
no serious disaster, so as to deprive us of the supplies in Middle Ala- 
bama and East Mississippi, I think we shall be better able to sustain 
an army here than wo were the first year of the war. I directed 
inquiry to be made for oats in Virginia and INorth Carolina, but have 
been disappointed by learning that but a small amount can be 
obtained. It would seem, therefore, that for the Mui)ply of forage we 
must mainly rely upon the railroad connection with the south by way 
of Danville and Greensborough. 1 trust the enemy will not be able to 
reach that road. I cannot say I was surimised that the enemy have 
been able to break through the "W^eldon railroad, though I regret tliey 
should have had time to fortify themselves as a consequence of feeble 
attacks made upon them at the time of their first occupation of it, 
which, as I understand, was during the absence of the force be luul 
detached to the northern side of the James Eiver. Interposed, as he 
now is, between your army and Weldon, I have felt increased apprehen- 
sion lest an attack should be made upon Wilmington. The Northern 
papers clearly indicate the change of plan on the part of General Grant 
which you think suggested by his operations, and they seem to render 
it quite certain that his movement to the north side of James Eiver 
was not intended as a feint, hut adopted as an easy line under existing 
circumstances to approach Ei(*hmond. I will do whatever is in my 
power, and in the manner you request, to aid you in defeating the new 
plan, and I hoioe you will be as successful as you have heretofore been 
against this and other generals of the enemy who have been sent to 
reduce the capital of the Confederacy and to humble the pride of 
Vhginia. 

Veiy respectfully and truly, yours, 

JEFFN DAVIS. 


f 
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Wab Departiment, 0. S. A., 
Riclmond^ Ai^gust 28 j lS6i. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Northern Tirginia: 

Geiseral : I have the honor to acknowledge yonr letter of yesterday, 
and hear, with regret, that the enemy have effected a permanent lodg- 
ment on the Weldon railroad. 1 appreciate the (*onseqnences likely to 
follow in diminishing the conduits of supply and increasing the facilities 
of attack on our only remaining southern line, the Danville railroad. 
Every effort must be made to defend and maintain that road, and the 
Department will enjoin enhanced vigilance on the officers charged with 
that duty. We may bo subjected to serious embarrassments in i)ro- 
curing supplies, but I entertain sanguine conlide]u*e that we shall not 
be compelled to evacuate your positions for want of subsistence for men 
or animals. There have been of late, as you are aware, interruptions 
li‘Oin raids of the enemy on the southern roads, and, in consequence of 
this, and of the fact that the support of both armies, yours and that of 
General Hood, has been thrown on the same district of country, there 
has been greatly diminished supplies coming forward. The breaks 
have all been repaired, or nearly so, and, as I am pleased to learn, there 
is no real deficiency of supplies existing in the south, there should be 
soon a decided increase in the quantity foinvarded. Since the breaks 
occurred some of the most efficient officers in the employment of the 
Department have been sent south, and especially assigned to the duty 
of collecting and forwarding these supplies. There shall be no want 
of aid to the Danville railroad to transport all that can be brought to 
its terminus. At the same time all the efforts which my earnest injunc- 
tions can induce shall be made by the officers of the quartermaster’s 
and subsistence bureaus to obtain supplies of wheat and oats in this 
State. Of corn, I regret to say, there is literally none until the new 
crop comes in, and the scarcity of it, with the prospects of a bad crop, 
diminishes largely the quantity of wheat which can be spared from the 
wants of the people. The late reduction, too, in the schedule of prices, 
notwithvstauding the outcry which was raised against the previous 
extravagant rates is, I fear, operating very seriously to prevent deliv- 
eries. I do not disguise from you or myself that there may be very 
serious strain within the next two months in providing adeipiate sup- 
plies. Still, I believe it can and will be done, and certainly no exer- 
tion shall be spared on my part to accomplish it. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

JAMES A. SEDDOK, 

Secretary of War, 


Headquarters Army or lioRTnERN Virginia, 

August 1864. 

Hon. Secretary of War, 

Richmond: 

Sir: The subject of recruiting the ranks of our army is growing in 
importance and has occupied mu(‘h of my attentiou.* Unless some 
measures can be devised to replace our losses, the consequences may be 
disastrous. 1 think that there must be more men in the country liable 
to military duty than the small number of rcciuits received would seem 
to indicate. It has been several months since the i)assage of the last 
conscript law, and a largo number of able-bodied men and officers are 
engaged in enforcing it. They should by this time, if they have not 
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beeu remiss, have brought outmost of tlie men liable to eouseriptiou, 
and should have no duty to perform, except to wseud to the army those 
who arrive at the legal age of service. 1 recommend that the facts of 
the case be investigated, and that if the officers and men engaged in 
enrolling have liiiished their work, with the exception indicated, they be 
returned to the army, where their presence is much needed. It is evi- 
dently inexpedient to keep a larger.number out of service in order to 
get a smaller. I would also respectfully recommend that the list of 
detailed men be revised, and that all details ol* arms-bearing men be 
revoked, ex(*e])t in cases of absolute necessity. I have myself seen 
numbers of men claiming to be detailed in diflerent iiarts of the coun- 
tiy who it seemed to me might well be in service. The crojis are gen- 
erally secured, or beyond tlic ne(‘essily of further labor, and 1 hope some 
of the agricultural details may bo revoked. Our numbers arc daily 
decreasing, and the time has anivedin my opinion when no man should 
be excused from service, except for the purpose of doing work absolutely 
necessary for the support of the army. If we had here a few thousand 
men more to hold the stronger i)arts of our lines where an attack is 
least likely to be made, it would enable us to employ with good effect 
our veteran troops. Without some increase of strength, I cannot see 
how we are to escape the natural military consequences of the enemy^s 
numerical superiority. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

!R. £). LSE, 

General, 


Headquarters Army of NTorthern Viroinia, 

August 1861, 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War^ Eiehmondy TU.; 

Sir : I have received reports which have led me to believe that the 
General Order, No. 05, issued recently from the Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Offi<*e,* is bcgiuiiiug to have some effect in encouraging deser- 
tions from the enemy. I hope steps have been taken to carry into imme- 
diate execution its iirovisions with regard to persons claiming its iiro- 
tection and benefits. It is important that these persons should get 
home in order to communicate with their friends in the Federal Army. 
I think the order should be translated into Gorman, and a considerable 
number of copies sent to all our armies for distribution. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

11. E. LEE, 

Qem'raJ. 


Special Ordeus, ) Adjt. and Insp. General's OpproB, 

No. 199. 5 Ekhmoud, August ilS, 1801. 

»»:***** 

XXII. Capt. J. A. Fuqua, of the Invalid Corps, is assiguod to duty 
witli Maj. Gen, W. H. G. Whiting, Provisional Armj’^, C. S., aud will 
reijort aceordingly. 

*##■»*** 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBKS, 
Assistant Adjwtmt-General. 

~~ ’^iMpT 529. 
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Pbteesbdro, August J3d, 1864 — 7 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. 0. W. Field : 

Have one of yoiu- brigades prepared and ready to move here on 
a moment’s notice if required and called for. 

F. F. LFF, 

General. 


Petersburg-, Av^gust 24, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. G. W. Field, 

Chaffin’s Bluff: 

When you arrive at Dunlop’s, put your troops in motion for Camp- 
bell’s Bridge, and ride or send an officer here for further instructions. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 

Assist a nt Adj utant- General. 


Hdqrs. Dept, op H. Carolina and Southern Va., 

August 24, 1864. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant amd Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
indorsement of General Bragg, stating that in his communication 
routing to the movement of Colonel Baker, his remarks had no special 
application to myself, but were designed to have a general application 
to delays in the transfer of troops; and that as the wording of his 
remai'ks might bo construed to have an application to myself, with 
whom his relations both personal and oflScial had ever been, and as he 
hoped would continue, of the kindest character, and asked to withdraw 
his letter from the tiles of the War Office. To this application the 
honorable Secretary of War replied that he is gratitied that there 
need be no further controversy on the ])oint in issue between General 
Bragg and myself, and with pleasure has allowed the withdrawal of the 
letter generously sought by Genei'al Bragg. This prompt disclaimer 
of General Bragg of any imputation of official delinquency on my jiart 
has fully justified my expectations and has given me the highest satis- 
faction. Concurring as 1 do in the sentiment eximessed by the hon- 
orable Secretary of War, that there need not be any fuither contro- 
versy, I beg leave to recall my application for a court of inquiry. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. T. BEAUEEGAKD, 

General. 


[Indoieomout.] 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oppioe, 

August 27, 1864. 

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War . 

H. L. CLAY, 

Assistant Ad jutamt- General. 


7C R R — VOL XLIl, PT II 
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General Hampton: 


Headquaetebs, 
August 21, 1864 — 2,45 jg. m. 


Geioaeal : Your note of 2.30 is received. General Heth’s division 
will also move down the railroad, and General Hill will go in command. 
I wish you to report to him, and do all in your power to punish the 
enemy. You ought to have out your scouts to ascertain their posi- 
tion and the best point to attack them. 

Very respectfully, 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


Headquaetees Aemy of Eoetheen Vieginia, 

August 25, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. G. B. Piokett, 

SamoeWs Souse : 

Your telegram of 24th received. If you can make any demonstra- 
tion on any part of your line it may be advantageous. 

E. E. LEE. 


Hdqes. Dept, op H. Oabolina and Southeen Va., 

A . L - 


General Pickett ; 


August 25^ 1864. 


Hoke’s mine failed to exi)lode from some nameless cause in the gal- 
lery. It will be tried again soon. Have your re-enforcements arrived'? 

G. T, BEAXJEEGAED. 


Ohestekfield, August 25, 1864. 

General G. T. Beatjeeg-ARD : 

So muck the better. Only one division kas yet arrived from Rich- 
mond. 

G. E. PIOKETT, 

Major-Qeneral. 


Petersburg, Va., August 25, 186L 

Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, 

RancocWs lionise: 

You will please send at once the following dispatch by signal via 
Dunn’s house to General Beauregard: 

General G. T. Beauregard : 

Have felt enemy in my front and discovered force. Am prepared on my lino. 

G. E. PICKETT, 

Major-Qomral. 


An answer will be sent you by signals which will be unintelligible to 
you.* Take no notice of it. 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- G encraJ. 

* See intorcepiod dispatch Beauregard to Pickett, 2.30 p. m., p. fOS, 
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Headquaetees Second Disteict, 

Dept, op I^oeth Oaeolina and Soxjtheen Vieg-inia, 

Q-oldshorov^lij August ^5, 1864. 

His Excellency Z. E. Yange, 

Governor of North Carolina: 

Goyeenoe: I deem it my duty, as commander of tliis military dis- 
trict, to apprise you of the fact that in all probability combinations are 
being made by the enemy which will call for the earnest effort of all 
men in the state to avoid catastrophe. I have information from Ply- 
mouth that one iron-clad gun-boat has already passed the bar and that 
another is being lightened over, and that re-enforcements of infantry 
are expected for the purpose of recovering possession of Eastern North 
Oarohna. You are aware that the enemy holds the Petersburg road, 
and I have reason to believe that Weldon will be seriously threatened 
soon. As soon as he is sufficiently fortified in the front of his present 
position he will be able to detach a large force against Weldon. I 
think he is already moving in that direction. In addition to this. Gen- 
eral Whiting is in expectation of an early movement upon Wilmington, 
in which case I am expected to render him all the assistance in my 
power. Heretofore I have been able to rely on General Beauregard for 
assistance from Petersburg, but this is now taken away by the occupa- 
tion of the Petersburg road. If these movements are made simulta- 
neously the State will be in danger, and in case of either one of them 
being made it will require the service of the arras-bearing portion of 
the population to enable us to drive them off. In view of the apparent 
necessity and the danger which may threaten us at any momenti i must 
earnestly and respectfully urge ui)on Your Excellency to caU out the 
whole force of the State and send them to me at this place, where they 
can be made available in any direction. Even if the present signs fail 
the moral effect upon the enemy of the knowledge that you are able to 
throw a large force into the field for the defense of the State will be very 
great and may deter this very movement. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully. Your Excellency's obedient 
servant, 

L. 8. EAKEK 

Brigadier- General, 


[Axtotst 2G, 18G4. — For Lee to Seddon, reporting bartle at Eeams^ 
Station, see Part I, p. 851.j 


AVaii Department, 0. S. A., 
Eichmondy Va,^ August 26^ 1864, 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Northern Virginia : 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter in regard to 
recruiting for the army.* I share your solicitude respecting the decreas- 
ing number of our forces, and have been endeavoring, by aU the means 
in my power, to give activity to the conscript service. The suggestions 
made by you shall receive earnest attention, and it is hoped may con- 
tribute to the recruitment so essential to the success of our cause. I 
hear from various sources that there are still many active men in the 


Soc August 23, p. 1199. 
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couiitryj of military ago, who should be embraced by the conscription. 
1 cannot help thinking there must bo considerable exaggeratiouj except 
in so far as the law has sanctioned agricultural or professional ex- 
emption. Certainly there have been earnest and reiterated efforts to 
induce activity on the part of the enrolling officers, and it would seem 
many very strong motivCvS would induce not only their activity, but re- 
l)ort to them of all such as are evading service. Those who have not 
to go would naturally wish to send forward deibnders, and those who 
have would certainly wish to carry forward all others who arc liable 
with them. There should be? therefore, little opportunity for evasion 
or concealment, and the officers of the Conscript Bureau report that 
such is really the case. Still, renewed efforts will be made to impress 
them with the necessity for greater effort than ever. The class of de- 
tailed agriculturists will in a short time be a source from which some 
may be drawn. You will perceive, however, that I am endeavoring, 
through the commander of the reserve forces, to have organized, as 
thoroughly as possible, in every portion of the State, all men capable 
of bearing arms for some kind of service. In the last necessity these 
may be called forth and made available for more general defense. At 
least, the strictly local organizations may give larger scope for move- 
ment and usefalness to the reserves proper. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

JAMES A. SEDDOK 

Secretary of War. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

ISTo. 202. ) Mclimonil^ Aitgtist 2^, 18()i. 

* * * * * .«= 

IX. The captain of Company C, Twelfth Georgia I>attalion, will pro- 
ceed with his company without delay to licadquartervS Army oi* Northern 
Virginia and report to (ireueral E. E. Leo, commanding, <&c., I'or assign- 
ment to duty with said battalion. 

# X- ^ 

XXXIX. Maj. I. H. Oarriiigk)n, provost-marshal of this city, is 
charged with executing the order for receiving and sending off* desert- 
ers who may come in under the invitation of the War J)e])artmeut, as 
published in General Orders, No. 05, current scries. In sending off’ 
such deserters by the line of the Botomac Eiver the agency of the 
Signal Corps may be used, and the commanding offi(*or of that corps is 
hereby instructed to furnish an officer, commissioned or non-commis- 
sioned, to accompany and direct them, and to render any other facdlities 
in his power. 

By command of the Hcci'etavy of War: 

JKO. WITUBIJH, 

A sniHtmt Adjutant- Gewml. 


Headquarxebs Army or Nortiiekn Virginia, 

August 30, J/^Oi. 

Maj. Gen. Wade IlAMrxoN, 

Oommanding Gavadry: 


. General : Yom‘ note has been received. T am very mudi gratified 
■with the success of yesterday’s oiicrations. The conduct of the cavalry 
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is worthy of all praise. I wished you to be near them, because I feared 
that, avS Gregg was so much in the background in yesterday^s oper- 
ations he might be preparing for a raid on the Danville and South Side 
railroads^ I wish you now to rest the two divisions as much as 
practicable, and to take sucli position as would enable you most speedily 
to intercept and punish any party which they might send out against 
our communication. Tt would be well to let Dearing’s brigade do all 
the i)icketing if practicable, so as to give the rest of the cavalry a good 
period of repose for refreshing their horses. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. LiDB, 

General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

No. ii03. ) Eiehmond, August ^7, 1864. 

***■**%# 

XXXII. Lieut. Col. Archer Anderson, assistant adjutant-general, is 
relieved from present duty, and will proceed to make a thorough and 
detailed inspection of the different dciiartments of the conscript service 
in the State of Virginia outside of the city of Eichmond. He will re- 
ceive special instructions from and rejiort to General B. Bragg. 

» * » ^ # 

By command of the Secretary of War; 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters Artillery Division, Third Corps, 

August ^7, 1864. 

Col. E. L. Walker, 

Chief of Artillery^ Third Corps: 

Colonel: Out of the nine guns captured from the enemy on 25th 
instant Colonel Pegrain deshes to have one Napoleon; Colonel McIn- 
tosh wants two 3-inch rifles, and General Hamilton one 3-inch rifle, 
leaving four Napoleons and one 3-inch rifle to be disposed of. These 
five guns are greatly needed by my old battalion, from the fact that we 
have five Richmond-made 10-pounder Parrotts that are not serviceable, 
and also that this battalion ivS short two guns in its complement to 
complete its batteries. Should those guns be given me 1 shall have 
three Richmond-made 10-pounder Parrotts turned in and their places 
supplied by the captured guns. You arc aware that Captain Ross’ bat- 
tery of tliis battalion participated in their capture and needs a x)ortion 
of the guns. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. S. OUTTS, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

imlorseniout.] 

IlEADyUARTJBBB ARTILLERY, THIRD OORPS, 

Axigmt 1864. 

Colonel : This disposition described by Colonel Cutts within, meets 
my approval as 1 hope it will yours. Please lot me know by courier 
what shall be done. 

Yours, &c., 

R. L. WALKER, 

Colonel, &c. 
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LSocoud indorsomeiit.] 

Ordnance Office, Army of Northern Virginia, 

Aiigust 3.0, 18G1. 

Eoapectfiilly referred to cominandiiig general to know wlietlior lie 
lias any special instructions to give in regard to tliese guns. 

BBISOOE G. BALDWIN, 

Lieut. Col., Chief of Ordnance, Army of Northern Virginia. 

[Tliild indoraomont ] 

HBADQUATlTEllt:^ ARMY OP NORTHERN VlRG-INTA, 

Angmt 30^ 186i, 

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Pendleton for his recom- 
mendations. 

By order of General Loo: 

W. II. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Acljuiant- Gmeral. 

f Pourtli indorRomeuI .1 

Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

Angmt 31, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

1 approve of the distribution described by Colonel Cutts and sanc- 
tioned by Colonel Walker. It seems scarcely worth while to extend 
the distribution beyond the Third Corps, and this arrangement will 
render the artillery of that corps efficient. 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of uirfiUery. 


Petersburo, Aiignst 186J. 
Governor William Smith, Richmond : 

My telegram of the 2(Jtli, asking tliat the militia on duty in Peters- 
T burg may be continued thirty days, is unanswered. Their services are 
necessary. Please answer. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Petersburg!-; Angnst isni. 
General M, W. Gary, Gha-ffln\H Bluff: 

Send scouts to ascertain if bridges arc being built en route to 
SouthalFs Ferry, and watch movements of enemy and ascertain his 
object. 

R. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virointa, 

August 29, 1864. 

His Excellency Z. B. Vanoe, 

Governor of North Carolina^ Raleigh: 

Governor: The recent success of the enemy at Mobile may induce 
liim to attack Wilmington, and the importance of that is such that 
every effort should be made to defend it, as you are aware the strength 
of the enemy’s aimies in Virginia and Georgia will prevent the detach- 
ment of any part of our forces opposed to them, and our cdiicf reliance 
for the protection of Wilmington must be placed upon the reserves and 
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local troops of the State. I thmk, if an attack should be made, the 
enemy will be obliged to employ raw troops to a great extent, and I 
believe the local and reserve forces, with the present garrison, sufficient 
to hold the place, if they will come forward freely. 1 respectfully ask 
the co-operation of Your Excellency to induce them to do so, and the aid 
of influence and authority to provide means for the most obstinate de- 
fense. I have frequently been called upon to mention the services of 
ISTorth Carolina soldiers in this army, but their gallantry and conduct 
were never more deserving of admiration than in the engagement at 
Eeams^ Station, on the 25th instant. The brigades of Generals Cooke, 
MacEac, and Lane, the last under the command of General Conner, 
advanced through a thick abatis of felled trees, under a heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery, and carried the enemy’s works with a steady 
courage that elicited the warm commendation of their corps and divis- 
ion commanders and the admiration of the army. 

On the same occasion the brigade of General Barringer bore a con- 
spicuous part in the operations of the cavahy which were not less dis- 
tinguished for boldness and efficiency than those of the infantry. If 
men who remain in Korth Carolina share the spirit of those they have 
sent to the field, as I doubt not they do, her defense may be securely 
intrusted to their hands. 

1 am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

Oenerah 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of lifoRTnERN Viroinia, 

No. 205. ) Angmt 29^ ISGL 

VI. Brig. Gen. James n. Lane will resume command of Lane’s bri- 
gade, of Wilcox’s division, Third Corps, relieving Brig. Gen. James 
Conner, tempoi*arily in command. 

VIL Brig. Gen. James Conner is assigned to the command of Ker- 
shaw’s old brigade, of Kershaw’s division. First Corps, and will report * 
accordingly. 

#*##*** 

By command of General E. E. Lee : 

W. n. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant’GeneraL 


Organimtion of the artillery in the Department of North Carolina and 
Southern Virginia^ August 29^ 186d^ Col, Silary P. Jones,^ C. S. Artil- 
lery^ commanding. 


Jliead’s JiaitaVhon. 
Maj. John P. W. Rkad. 

Blount's (Virginia) battery. 
Macon's (Virginia) battery. 
Marslxall's (Virginia) battery. 
Sullivan's (Virginia) battery. 

Coifs Battalion. 
Maj. James C. Coit. 

Bradford’s (Mississippi) battery. 
Pegram's (Virginia) battery. 
Wright's (Virginia) battery. 


Moseley^s Battalion. 

Lieut. Col. Edgak F. Moseley. 

Cumming's (North Carolina) battery. 
Miller's (North Carolina) battery, 
Slaten's (Georgia) battery. 

Young's (Virginia) battery. 

Boygs^ Battalion, 

Maj. Francis J. Boggs. 

Martin's’(Virgmia) battery. 
Sturdivant's (Vix^ia) battery. 
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Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

Avgust 30, 186L 

Lieut. Col. W. n. Taylor, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oenerai, Army of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: I laving to-day rc-exainiued our linoKS between the former 
explosion and the erossing of the plank road beyond Rives’ salient, I 
desire respectfully to suggest to the commanding' genei'al the impor- 
tance of having constructed, as soon as practicable, a covered way along 
the rear line of works and guns. Should the enemy spring several 
mines at different points of the line simultaneously, such rear covered 
way would be of utmost value in concentrating troops quickly at the 
critical points. Without it, exposed as is that plain to a severe fire, a 
considerable detour, involving loss of time and energy, would be neces- 
sary in transferring troops from one side to the other. In case of need, 
too, such channel and embankment might serve well for a second 
line of defense. Oeneral Alexander fully concurs with mo in this view, 
and I have on former occasions understood Colonel Stevens to express 
like convictions. The troops in position seem to have as much work 
to do on the front lino as they can well accomplish. Might it not be 
well fo)‘ some reserve brigade to effect this within the next night or two 
under direction of the engineers? 

. K. PENDLETOR, 

Brigadier-G&neral and Chief of Artillery. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W 


Hdqrs. Artillery, Army oe Rortueen Virginia, 

August 30, IRGi. 

Col. R. L. Walker, 

Chief of Artillery, Third Corps, Army of Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: Having observed things to day on the left of your line 
needing prompt action I communicate them that you may have the 
requisite steps taken : 

First. The 8-inch colunibiad is not sufficiently fixed for service; you 
. had better have it pressed on to completion, as there is no saying when 
it may be needed. 

Second. The two 8-inch howitzers are nearly useless where they now 
are; it is essential that they be otherwise located. One where the 
Blakelys were prepared for; one where the two 8-iuch columbiads were 
prepared for. These changes ought to bo made immediately. One of 
your 24-pouuder howitzers ought to be also where the 8-inch eolumbiails 
were prepared for, in case of a blow-up and assault at Rives’ salient. 
Another of your 24-pounder howitzers ought to bo with the other 8-inch 
howitzer, where the Blakelys were provided for. These preparations on 
the rear line ought to be accomplished at once, as there is no saying 
when the enemy will spring the mines ho is constructing. Please have 
these matters attended to immediately. 

Resiled fully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETOK, 
Brigadier-Oeneral and Chief of Artillery. 
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IIdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern Virg-inia, 

August 30, 1864. 

Ool. n. P. Jones, 

Chief of Artillery, Dept of If. G. and South. Ya. : 

Colonel: Under General Orders, BTo. 52, of yesterday, I call your 
atl eiition to the firing of the guns under Captain Gumming, opposite 
Battery ifo. 1 and at the Archer house. They were nearly out of am- 
munition yesterday when I visited them. The rounds on hand iu the 
train I last night directed to be issued,* there will still be but short 
allowance until more arrives; the firing must, therefore, be very de- 
liberate. As the enemy only keeps a thin force on one line, and has 
protected himself against our enfilade, it is desirable occasionally to 
vary slightly our line of fii*e, so as the more probably to strike his 
troo])S. The Whitworth had perhaps best fire upon wagon trains, &c., 
when they apjiear. Please give the requisite directions, 

Eesiiectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. K. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 

V. S. — Tf there are any guns on other portions of your line likely to 
give tlie enemy sx)ecial annoyance, let such also open at the signal 
according to the order above mentioned. 

W. N. P. 


Special Orders, ) ITdqrs. Dept, of N. 0. and South. Va., 

No, 80. ) August 30, 1864. 

# ^ # 

II. Col, H. P. Jones, chief of artillery, will proceed without delay to 
Wilmington to ins])ect and organize the batteries of field artillery of 
the Third Military Distiict into battalions on the same basis as they are 
organized in this army. On reaching Wilmington he will exhibit his 
orders to Major-General Whiting and confer with him on the subject. 

# i(; # # # # # 

By command of General Beauregard : 

JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Signal Camp, King- George County, 

August 31, 1864. 

Capt. W. N. Barker, 

In Charge of Signal Office, Richmond, Va. : 

Captain: Mail duly sent on this morning. We are again blessed 
with two light boats, with two launches attached to each, and mounted 
with one brass piece on forward deck. They are stationed, one at Upiier 
Cedar Point, one at Lower Cedar Point. No doubt the launches are 
i ntended for patrol purposes. Trooi)S have been passing up on steamers 
Sunday, Monday, and also two regular war vessels Monday evening. 
Will write next mail more fully in regard to those light boats, and 
other news ot any importance. 

Yours, truly. 


J. HENRY THOMAS. 
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Special Obdupk, ) Adjt. and Insp. G^enkrai.’k OpifiCE, 

ITo. 20(5. ) Biehmond, Avgust JI, IRCi. 

» X- je * * 

XXXVII. I. IT. Carrin^toii, provost-marslial of EicliiiioiKlj Va., will 
take charge of all deserters from the enemy niuler General Orders, Xo. 
C6, Adjutant and liis[)ector GencraPs Odiee, (‘xirrent series, and will for- 
ward them without delay to Ahingdon, Va., thence to he sent to Ken- 
tucky and Ohio. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 
Assiatant Adjutant’ Oenerah 


IIeABQTJABTERS AUMY of XOFTnEKN VIEG-INIA, 

August 31^ ISGd. 

Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell, 

Commanding^ &g. : 

Geneeal: General Lee directs me to inclose the enemy’s signal 
alphabet,* as deciphered by some of our signal men here. We read 
their messages with facility, and the general desires you to communi- 
cate the alphabet to all signal men operating noi'th of James Eiver, 
enjoining them to keex) the fact of our knowledge of the alphabet secret. 
The enemy read our dispatches also, and you will jdease put your signal 
odicers on their guard. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ClIAELES JMAESnALL, 
lAeutenant-GoJonel and Aidc-dC’Cam]}. 


Special Oedbes, ) noQES. Dept, of XonTUEEN Vtuctnia, 

Xo. 207. j August SUlHGi. 

VI. Lieutenant Chisolm, aide-de-oaiu]) of Geu(U‘al Ih'auregard, will 
proceed to Eichmond, Va., and deliver to the honorable Secretary of 
War nineteen of the enemy’s colors captured in the re(‘ent (engagements 
on the line of the Weldon railroad. Be will return u])ou the completion 
of this duty. 

• By command of General E. E. Lee: 

W. n. TAYLOE, 

A ss 1st ant Adju la nt-G anvra L 


nEABQXTAETEES, 
Wilmington^ Augmt /i/, 7(967. 

General Coopee, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ Biolmond: 

Geneeal: I shall be very much oblig(^d if you can give ordcTS to 
have me speedily sui)i)liedor facilitated rather iirpro(*uring the galvanic 


Not found. 
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torpedoes for tlio defense of tlie entrances liere. I made many efforts 
for this means of defense some time ago, at least eighteen months, but 
unsuccessfully for want of material. The difficulties presented by the 
quicksands and force of the sea, and tides on inlets from the ocean, 
were found to be 7 ery great, and at Charleston, as I am informed, the 
galvanic apparatus and torpedoes proved failines. I have, however, 
had an interview with Captain Davidson, of the iNavy, who has had 
charge of this means of defense on the James Eiver, an accomplished 
and successful officer, and am assured that the arrangement of this 
means is perfectly practicable- It will be a very great addition to my 
power of defense, especially since the destruction of one iron-clad of 
our navy here, and the almost entire uselessness of the other, owing to 
the worms eating out her bottom, if I could put down some galvanic 
torpedoes as soon as possible. You are aware of my condition here 5 
on that subject I can say no more to the Department, if, indeed, I have 
not already said too much. I propose that the servients of Mr. E. Croley, 
electrician on the James, be spared to me for a time, that the Tredegar 
or other convenient works provide me as soon as possible with the pow- 
der tanks, and that I be aiithori^sed to procure from abroad or else- 
where as soon as ])ossiblc the requisite material in the w^ay olinsulated 
wire, appaiatns, <&c., and that the Ordnance Department be directed to 
use every effort to aid in this. The results on the James River will 
justify this action, I think. If I can be aided, the question of time will 
be the main imiut, for" sin(*e by the loss of the harbor of Mobile and 
partial occupation of that of Charleston this port is onr last one. There 
(ian ho little doubt that the enemy will attempt to close it, especially 
since wo have begun to attack their commerce from this place. I hope 
you will not object because I so often call attention to the need of this 
place, but the magnitude of the interests involved compel me to use all 
efforts to save it that are in my irower. 

Very resi)ectfully, 

W. 11. 0. WniTIlsTG, 

Major-Generah 


[First mdorsmont.] 

Adjutant and Inspector General^s Office, 

l:^e]^teml)er li^ 186 i. 

Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 

JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjntant-Generah 


[Second mdoimiuont ] 

Engineer Bureau, 

September 19^ 1864* 

Respectfully returned to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Application has been made through the honorable Secretary of War 
to the Secretary of the Favy for the services of Mr. Oroley, and Gen- 
eral Whiting has been called on for a list of the articles required to be 
imported for the prepai’ation of galvanic torpedoes in his d(martmeiit. 

J. F. GILMER, 

Major-General and Chief JEngineer Bureau. 
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IlEADCiUAlia'EEa, 
Wilmington, August 31, 1861. 

General Beauregaed, 

Oomdg.Dept. of N. OaroUim and Southern Ya., Petersburg : 

Genbrai, : I am comijolled once more to call attention to tlio state of 
this place. W e su'e running very dangerous risks. 1 do not know that 
tlie enemy contemplate taking present advantage; but they are fools if 
they don’t, and if they do I assure you that this our last hold on the 
water will not be able to make the resistance it should do. The garri- 
son of the forts is much too small — smaller than it was two years ago 
with a double development now. The extra demands upon it, diie to 
blockade-running, quarantine, and the entire absence of any infan cry 
support, are such that it must and does rapidly deteriorate. The long 
line of shore pickets, absolutely necessary to the security of the iiositiou 
and for succor to blockade-runners, has to bo kept up by diminished 
garrisons of heavy artillery, who ought to be at their guns and keep- 
ing them in proper order and efficiency. With men doing double duty, 
and on guard every other night, 1 cannot hope to have efficient artil- 
lerists, and my last inspection shows the truth of this. Not more than 
000 men guard the coast from the South Carolina line to the western 
bar, and in this are included the important forts Campbell and Caswell, 
each of which should never have less than 800 men apiece exclusive of 
its infantry support. The coast from New Eiver to New Inlet, includ- 
ing the Virginia Creek lines and the long linos of batteries called Port 
Pisher, is defended by loss than 1,200 men. Port Pisher alone ought 
never to be without a garrison of 2,200. Smith’s Island, the key of the 
harbor, with a coast lino of ten miles, requiring an ecpial force, has 
but 600. It must bo recollected that island was never ordered to bo 
defended previous to my command, and while tlie works are increased 
neiU’ly double on this account the garrison is now less. 

Eeferringto my frequent correspondence on this subject, beginning 
in December, 1862, 1 have always shown that for effective deifensc, in 
addition to the garrison, not less than live brigades would be required 
with their field artillery. Their imsitions have been pointed out, the 
lines and mode of enemy’s attack most probably indicated. I dislike 
to have to write of these things, especially since receiving General 
Lee’s reply of the 6th ultimo. Tie deprecates even my calling the attei i - 
tion of the Department to the matter, and while 1 acquiesce in Ids views 
and decisions, yet with the warning of Mobile before us I feel com- 
pelled to state the case. It must be noted that a very material change 
has taken place as to the immunity of this port from attack. Since the 
fitting out of the Tallahassee and her expedition, extensive destruction 
of the enemy’s commerce, and return to this port, their Jleot has been 
much increased and many earnest appeals are made by the Northern 
press to shut up this port. If we continue to send out privateers cer- 
tainly the only port of refuge for them now in the world ought to be 
made secure beyond peradventure. I wish you would examine for 
yourself the military condition of this command, as to its lines of attack 
and means of defense, and satisfy yours(‘lf, as I am sure you will do, 
that in my rep(‘at(‘d warnings I have in no way exaggerated the diffi- 
culties of the position or been unduly apprehensive for its security, con 
sidering the means at hand. A sti'ong sni)poj'ting I'orcc should always 
be miiintained (now more than ever) at the head of (he sounds, Lo pro- 
tect Fort Pisher and the narrow i)c-nin>nla betiwcen Masouboi'ongh and 
the rivei' from being cut off; another at ISmithvillo, for the relief of (he 



Chap. LIV.] 


1213 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 

defenses of ttie western bar and to provide against attack in the rear, 
while the main body should be posted in the immediate vicinity of the 
city, or, better still, at or near Masonborough on the coast. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major-Generah 


Abstract from tri-monihhi relur» of the Department of lUclimond, Lieut, Oen, Mdliard 
iS. Ewell eommandindj August Si, 1864, 


Cominiind. 

Present for 
duty. 1 

Effective total pres- 
ent 

, Aggregate present. ^ 
^ 1 

Aggregate present 
And absent. j 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 

1 Prisoners. 

Officers. 

s 

1 

i 

General staff 

12 



12 




Johnson’s brigad(4 

25th 



1 




.54 

18 

10 

435 

238 

287 

395 

238 

318 

737 

558 

360 

1,772 

828 

788 


49 

1 

461 

14 

Total 

Gary’s cavalry brigade 

Artillery defenses 

Grand total 




01 

~,50 

960 

951 

1, 655 

3,388 


50 

475 

ssr 

889 

1,457 

2, 655 

1 

1 ^ 

180 

115 

2, 360 

2, 552 

2,88t 

3, 390 

22 

2 

1 

208 

4,216 

4, 392 

C, 008 

9, 451 

22 

00 

• 666 


Ov^jjaiiiKtition of iroopw Hauic as June 20, 1801, f s ' J 

commaiKlmg, conipoHcid of S<‘V(‘nto(mtl) and Twonty-l iiird 
fourth and Twt'uty-lifth T<‘nno»acc Ilo^^iniontH ((•onHolidat(‘ 
been added, and Local JDei’onso Troops, Sixtieth Alabama .. 
omitted,'^ 


Abstract from monthly return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General liobert E,Lee, 
commanding, August 31, 1864, 


Command. 

Pn'sent for 
duty. 

Effective total pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Officers. 

lo 

i_ 



12 

> 17 

6, 006 
5,512 
4,769 


First Army Corps (Anderson) : 

Ktiiiff 




Pickett’s division ....... 

4,544 
3, 944 
3, 445 

4,544 

3.944 

3,445 

11,378 
12,475 
IX, 390 

P’iold’s division 

ICershayp^’H division 

Totjil - 

1,223 

11, 933 

11, 933 

16, 310 

36, 243 

Second Anny Coti> 8 (Tlarly; ; 

Statf 

17 

243 

323 

300 

210 



17 
2,832 
4, 166 
3, 389 
2, 671 

19 

6, 860 
16, 109 
14, 208 
7, 363 

l^r<4Ckinricigo’8 division 

Itodcs’ division 

2, 104 
3,013 
2, 544 
1,909 

2,104 
3, 013 
2, 544 
1, 909 

( Jnr<lon*H di viMien - ...... 

Tft^liUiseiir’H division - 

Total 

1, 093 

9, 670 

9, 570 

12,924 

44,559 


* For roster of Jniio 'JO, 1864, seo YoL XL, I^art II, p. 671. 



[CnAT. LIV. 


1214 OPERATIONS IN SE, VA. AND N. C. 


Abstract from monihty return of the Army of Xortlimi Viryinia, <J’*e. — Coutiuuod. 


Coiuniaiul. 


TIiirdAmn Corps (TIill); 

Stair 

Mahoiio’s diviHion 

Heth’s division 

Wilcox’s division 

Ififth. Alabama Battalion 

Total 

Cavalry Corps (Hampton) : 

Staff 

Hampton’s division 

Mtz.Xee’s divisions 

W. H. P. Leo’s division 

Dearinpj’s brigade 

Horso Artillery 6 

Total 

Artillery Resorvo (P<mdlcton) ; 

lilrst Corps ai'tillcrv 

C.-t- ’lory 

ij."''! CoJ'.'" 0 .*'/ 

Total 

Grrand total 


(iDotaclied. 


rres(‘iit lor 
duty. 

Effective total pre^,- t 
ent. 

i 

ir 

tH 

0; 

"S 

fcO 

1 

W) 

<1 

15 
5,875 
5,155 
5,281 1 
178 ' 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

rr 

1 

O 

15 

m 

. 34t) 

307 
14 

i 


17 

13,560 

13,206 

11,981 

217 

4, 01)4 
4, 075 

1, 054 
151 

4, 094 
4,075 
4, 054 

1 161 

. 1, 071 

I 12,374 

j 12,374 

16, 504 

43, 572 

12 

201 



12 

3,734 

16 
8, 327 

2, 769 

2, 709 

140 

88 

2, 575 
1,395 

2,575 

1,395 

3,270 

1,779 

6, 050 
1,779 






. 444 

6, 739 

0, 739 

8, 801 

16, 778 

. 73 

. 13 

. 101 

1,456 

285 

1,890 

1,456 

285 

1,890 

1, 730 
366 
2, 347 

2.407 
511 

3.408 

. 187 

3,631 

44^^ 

3, 031 

4,443 

6,326 

4, 018 

~^2iT 

osi'osi' 

^14~5^8 


i!> No report. 


T^^oliundrod and ninety ollii eis and 4,208 enlist <‘d men m lumdwof enein.v are not addul in the piesent 
and absent ot tbo sc\cral divisions, but aie added m tot<il present and absent of Thud Aiiiiy Corps. 


Organization of the ^Irmy of Northern Ymjiniu Augmt 31^ ISO'i.* 

bLKST AUMY COUrS. 

Lioiit. Geu. EiciiAiti) 11. Andkkson 


i»ickbtt\s division. 


Maj. Geu. Gbougb E. Pickett. 


Barton’s Brigade, 


Corse’s Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Seth M. BAUTON.t 

9ili Virginia, Col. James J, Pliilli])s. 
14111 Virginia, Col. 'William White. 

3StU Virginia, Col. George K. Griggs. 

53(1 Virginia, Col. William E. Aylott. 
57th Virginia, Col. Clement E. Fontaine. 

Hun ton’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gon. Eppa Hunton. 

8th Virginia. Col. Norhorno Berkeley. 
18th Virginia, Col. Henry A. Carrington. 
19th Virginia, Col. Henry Gantt. 

28th Virginia, Col. William Watts. 

56th Virginia, Col. Philips P, Slaughter. 


Brig. Geu. Montoomkuy D. Gouse. 

I5th Virginia, Col. Thomas P. August. 
17th Virginia, Col. Arthtir Herbert. 

29th Virginia, Col. James (hies. 

3()th Virginia, Col. ArehibahlT. Harrison. 
32d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague. 

Terry’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William E. Teruy. 

1st Vii'ginia, Col. Fr(sdcriok G. Skinner. 
3d Virginia, Col. Joseph Mayo, jr. 

7th Virginia, Col. Charles C. Flowerreo. 
llth Virginia, (Jol. Maurice S. Eanghorne. 
24th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Eichurd L. 
Maury. 


^From monthly return when not otherwise indicated. The original return does 
not indicate actual commanders. 

t Col. W. R. Aylott was in command August 29, and probably at above date 
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field’s division.’^ 

Maj. Gen. Charles W. Field. 

Latvia Brigade. 

Col. Pinckney D. Bowles. 

itli Alabama, Col. Pinckney B. Bowleg, 
15 th Alabama, Col. Alexander A. Low- 
tber. 

44th Alabama, Col. William F. Perry. 

47th Alabama, Col. Michael J. Bulger. 
48ih Alabama, Lieut. Col, William M. 
Hardwick. 

Braiion^s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. John Bratton. 

let South Carolina, Col. Janies E. Hagood. 

2d South Carolina Eiiles, Col. Eobert E. Bowen. 

5th South Carolina, (^ol. A. Coward. 

6th South Carolina, Col. John M. Steedman. 

Palmetto Shariishooters, Col. Joseph Walker. 

K Ellsir AW’S D1 VISION, f 

Maj. Gen. JobEni B. Kershaw. 

Wojford'a Brigade. 

16th Georgia, ^faj. James; S. Gholston. 

18th Georgia, Col. Joseph Armstrong. 

24th Georgia, Col. C. C. Sand(*rs. 

3d (ileorgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. Nathan L. Hutchins, jr. 
Phillips Legion, Lieut. Col. Joseiih Hamilton. 

Cobh’s Legion, Lieut. Col. Luther J. Glenu. 

Bryan’s Brigade. 

10th Georgia, Col. Willis C. Holt. 

50th Georgia, Col. Peter McOlashan. 

51st Georgia, Col. Edward Ball. 

53d Georgia, Col. James P. Simms. 

IImi 2 )hrey 8 ’ Brigade. 

13th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Alfred G. O^Brion. 

17th Mississippi, Capt. Jesse C. Cochran. 

18tli Mississipjii, Col. Thomas M. GrUhii. 

21st Mississippi, Col. Daniel N. Moody. 

Kershaw’s [o7d] Brigade. 

2d South Carolina, Col. John D. Kennedy. 

3cl South Carolina, Col. William D. Kutberford. 

7 th South Carolina, Capt. Eli j all J. Goggaus. 

8th South Carolina, Col. John W. Himagan. 

15th South Carolina, Col. John B. Davis. 

20th South Carolina, Col. Stephen M. Boykin. 

3d South Carolina Battalion, Lieut. CoLWilliam G. Rii‘e. 


Andersows Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. George T. Anderson. 

7th Georgia, Col. George H. Carmical. 
8th Georgia, Col. John E. Towers. 

9th Georgia, Lieut. Col.EdwardF.Hoge. 
11th Georgia, Col. Francis H. Little. 

59th Georgia, Col. Jack Brown. 


^ Inspection report of this division for August 30, 1864, shows that it also con- 
taiiK^d Benning’s and Gregg’s brigades. The return shows but two brigadier-gen- 
erals present for duty ; names not indicated. Inspection report for August 30 shows 
(generals Field, Anderson, Bratton, and Gregg presont for duty, and Col. D. M, Du- 
BoHib iis eommaudiiig Bonning’s brigade, 
t Only two brigadier-generals i^eported present for duty; names not indicated. 
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SECOND ARMY CORPS. « 
Lieut. Gen. Jubal A. Early. 

GORDON^ S DIVISION. 

Maj. Gen. John B. Gordon. 


Haif8^ Brigade, a 

5th Louisiana, Col. Henry Forno. 

6tli Louisiana, Col. William Monaghan. 
7th Louisiana, Co], Davidson B. Penn. 
8th Louisiana, Col. Alcihiades DoBlanc. 
9th Louisiana, Col. William K. Pock. 


Oordoida Brigade, h 

13th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John H. Baker. 
26th Georgia, Col. Edmund N. Atkinson. 
31st Georgia, Col, Clement A. Evims. 
38th Georgia, Col, James D. Mathews. 
60th Georgia, Col. William IT. Stiles, sr. 
61st Georgia, Col. John H. Lamar. 


Pegrands Brigade, c 

Brig. Gen. John Prgram. 

13th Virginia, Col. James B. Terrill. 

3ist Virginia, Col. John S. Hodman. 
49th Virginia, Col. John C. Gibson. 

52d Virginia, Col. James H. Skinner. 
58th Virginia, Col. Francis H. Board. 

Hoke’s Brigade, d 

6th North Carolina, Col. Robert F.Wohh. 
21st North Carolina, Lieut. Col. William 
S. Rankin. 

54th North Carolina, Col. Kenneth M. 
Murchison. 

57th North Carolina, Col. Archibald C. 
Godwin. 

1st North Carolina Battalion Sharp- 
shooters, Maj. Rufus W. Wharton. 


JOHNSON'S DIVISION. 


Stonewall Brigade, c 

2d Virginia, Col. John Q. A. Naden- 
bouseh, 

4th Virginia, Col. William I’erry. 

5th Virginia, Col. John H. S. Funk. 

27th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Charles L. 
Haynes. 

33d Virginia, Col. Frederick W. M, Hol- 
liday. 

Stenart’a Brigade, c 

10th Virginia, Col. Edward T, II. War- 
ren. 

23d Virginia, Col, Alexander G. Talia- 
ferro. 

37th Virginia, Col. Titns V. Williamh. 

Ist North Carolina, Col. Hamilton A, 
Brown. 

3d North Carolina, Col. Stephen D. 
Thruston. 


Jones’ Brigade, e 

21st Virginia, Col. William A. Witcher. 
25th Virginia, Col. John (’, Higgiubo- 
tham. 

12d Virginia, C^ol. Robert W. WitluMvs. 
44th Virginia, Col. Norvcll Cobh. 

48th Virginia, (‘ol. Robert H. Dungan. 
50th Virginia, Col. Alexander S. Vando- 
veutor. 


Stafford’s Brigade, a 

1st Louisiana, Col. William R. Shivers. 
2d Louisiana, Col. Jesse M. Willijuns. 
lOth Louisiana, Col. Eugene Waggaman. 
14tli Louisiana, Col. Zohnlon York. 

15th Louifoiana, Col. Edmund Pendleton. 


* See organization of tlie Army of the Valley District, August 20 and 31, as shown 
hy inspection reports, and published in Vol. XLlIl, Part 1. Notes a to c refer to 
th at organ izati on . 
a Constituting York's brigade. 

6 Evans' brigade, Col. E. N. Atkinson commanding, and containing Twelfth 
Croi’L"!.! Battn>!o'i. 

'■In U.ou-. ut''* division. 
d Godwin's brigade, Ramseur’s division. 

«Tho Virginia regiments constituted Terry's brigade, Gordon's division. 
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SECOND ARMY CORPS— Continued. * 


RODBS^ DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. Robert E. Rodes. 


DanieVs Brigade, a 

32d North Carolina, Col. Edmund C* 
Brabble. 

43d North Carolina, Col. Thomas S. Ivo- 
nan. 

45th North Carolina, Col. Samuel H.Boyd. 
53d North Carolina, Col. William A. 
Owens. 

2d North Carolina Battalion, Maj. John 
M. Hancock. 

Uameeur^s Brigade, h 

2d North Carolina, Col. William R. 
Cox. 

4th North Carolina, Col. Bryan Grimes. 
14th North Carolina, Col. R. Tyler Ben- 
nett. 

30th North Carolina, Col. Francis M. 
Parker. 


Doles’ Brigade, c 

4th Georgia, Col. Philip Cook. 

12th Georgia, Col. Edward Willis. 

21st Georgia, Col. John T. Mercer. 

44th Georgia, Col. William H. Peebles. 


Battle’s Brigade, 

Brig. Gen. Cullen A. Battle. 

3d Ala))ama, Col. Charles Forsyth, 
i5th Alabama, Col. Josephus M. Hall. 
6tli Alabama, Col. James N. L:^htfoot. 
12th Alabama, Col. Samuel B. Pickens. 
61st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Lewis H. Hill. 


Johnston’s Brigade, d 

5th North Carolina, Col. Thomas M. Garrett. 
12th North Carolina, Col. Henry E. Coleman. 
20th North Carolina, Col. Thomas F. Toon. 

23d North Carolina, Maj. Charles C. Blacknall. 


THIRD ARMY CORPS. 


Lieut. Gen. Ambkose P. Hill. 

MAI10NE\S DIViHION.f 


Sanders’ Brigade. 

3th Alabama, Col. Young L. Royston. 
9th Alabama, Col. J. Horace King. 

10th Alabama, Col. William H. Forney. 
11th Alabama, Lieut. Col. George E. Tay- 
loc. 

14th Alabama, Col. Lucius Pinokard. 

Harris’ BHgade.t 

Col. Joseph M. Jayne. 

12th Mis8issii)pi, Capt. Sampson Bolter. 
16th Mississippi, Capt. John S. Lewis. 
19th Mississippi, Col. Richard W. Phipps. 
48th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Thomas B. 
Manlove. 


Mahone’s Brigade,^ 

6th Virginia, Col. George T. Rogers. 
12th Virginia, Col. David A. Weisiger. 
16th Virginia, Col. Joseph H. Ham. 

41st Virginia, Col. William A. Parham. 
61st Virginia, Col. Virginius D. Gronor. 

7J right’s Brigade.jl 

2d Georgia Battalion, Maj. Charles J. 
Moffett. 

10th Georgia Battalion, Capt. James D. 
Frederick. 

3d Georgia, Col. Edward J. Walker. 
22d Georgia, Col. George H. Jones. 

48th Georgia, Col. William Gibson. 

64th Georgia, Maj. Walter H. Weems. 


* See organization of the Army of tho Valley Distiiot, August 20 and 31, as shown 
by inspection reports, and publisbed in Vol. XLIII, Part 1. Notes aio d refer to 
that organization, 
a Grimes’ brigade. 

. With North Carolina regiments from Steuart’s brigade was Cox’s brigade. 

0 Cook’s brigade, 
din Ramsour’s division. 

t Return roi)ort8 but one general ^cer present for duty; name not indicated. 

X Actual commanders given as shown by inspection reports. 

§ Colonel Weisiger commanding brigade August 15, according to inspection re- 
port. 

11 Brigadier-General Gixardoy killed at Deep Bottom. 

77 B R— VOL XLII, PT II 
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JPineyan^s Brigade . ' 

2(1 Florida, MaJ. Walter R. Moore. 

5th Florida, Ool. Thomas B. Lamar. 

8tli Florida, Col. David Laug. 

9th Florida, Col. John M. Martin. 
lOih Florida, Col. Charles F. Hopkins. 
11th Florida, t Ool. Theodore W. Brevard. 

AVILCOX’S DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox. 


Thomas^ Brigade.^ 

Col. Thomas J. Simmons. 

14th Georgia, Maj. Washington L. Gold- 
smith. 

35th Georgia, Lieut. Ool. William 11. Mc- 
Ciillohs. 

45th (iJeorgia, (^apt. Aimdius W. Gibson. 
49th Georgia, Col. John T. Jordan. 


McGowan’ a Brigade.^ 

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan. 

1st South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Andrew 
P. Butler. 

12th South Carolina, Capt. Robert M, 
Kerr, 

13th South Carolina, C^apt. DavidR. Dun- 
can. 

14th South Carolina, Lieut. Ool. Edward 
Croft. 

OrPs Rifles, Maj. James T. Robertson. 


Lane's Bj'igade.X 
Brig. Gen. James H. Lank. 

7th North Carolina, Capt. J nines G. 
Harris. 

I8bh North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Joliii W. 
McGill. 

28th North Carolina, Maj. Samuel N. 
Stowe. 

33d North Carolina, Capt. W. J. Callais. 
37th North Carolina, Col. William M. 
Barbour. 

Scales’ Brigade.^ 

Brig. Gen. Alfred M. Scales. 

ISth North Carolina, (Jol. Joseidi II. ITy- 
mau. 

16th North Carolina, Col. William A. 
Stowe. 

22d North Carolina, (^ol. Thomas S. (xal- 
laway, jr. 

34th North Carolina, Col. William L. J. 
Lowrance. 

38tli North Carolina, Col. ,Iohn AsJiford, 


llElIl’s J)1VISI()N.§ 

Maj, Gen. IIknry Hetii. 


Davis’ Brigade.W 

2d Mississippi, Col. John M. Stone. 

11th Mississippi, Lieut. Col, William B. 
Lowry. 

26th Mississippi, Col. Arthur E. Reynolds. 
42d Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Andrew M. 
Nelson. 

Ist Confederate Battalion, Capt. J. M. 
Johnson. 

MacBae’s Brigade. 

11th North Carolina, Col, William J . Mar- 
tin. 

26th North Carolina, Ool. John R. Lane. 
44th North Carolina, Col. Thomas C. Sin- 
geltary. 

47th North Carolina, Col. George II. Fari- 
bault. 

52d North Carolina, Col. Marcus A. 
Parks. 


Cooke’s Brigade. 

15th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. William 
H. Yarborough. 

27th North Carolina, Col. John A. Gil- 
mer, jr. 

46th North Carolina, (^ol. William L, 
Saund(*rs. 

48th North Carolina, Col. Samuel H, 
Walk up. 

Archer’ 8 Brigade. 

Ibt Tennosseo, Lieut. Ool. N<nvU)n J^ 
George. 

7th Tciuu'ssoe, Col. ,lohn A. Fite. 

14th Teun(‘HSoo, Col. William M(‘Comb. 

13th Alabama, Lieut. Col, James Aikcm. 


""Finegan^s and Perry's brigades consolidated,* General Finegan commanding Au- 
gust 16. 

tTwo companies Bonaud's battalion attached, 
i Actual commanders given as shown by iu8})ection reports. 

$ Four brigadier-generals reported present lor duty ; names not indicated. 
j| luspectiou rei)ort for August 16 puts the 55th North Carolina, Capt. K. W. 
Thomas, in this brigade. 
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Walker's Brigade.^ 

22d Virginia Battalion, Lient. Col. Edward P. Tayloe. 
40th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Arthur S. Cunningham. 

47th Virginia, Col. Robert M. Mayo. 

55th Virginia, Col. William S. Christian. 

2d Maryland Battalion, Liont, Col. James R. Herbert. 

rnaitached. 

5th Alabama Battalion. 

CAVALRY CORPS.I 
Maj. Cen. Wade Hampton. 

LEE’fe DIVlMON.j: 


MaJ. Hen. Fitzhi gii Lee. 


JVickh a m ’s Bnga de. 

Brig. Gen. Williams C. Wickham. 

Iht Virginia, Col. R. W(‘lby (‘artor. 

2<l Virgiiii.M, Col. Thomas T. Muniord. 
3d Virginia, (*ol. Thomas 11. Owen. 
4th Virginia, Col. William II. Payne. 


LomaBs Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Lunsford L. Lomax. 

r>th Virginia, Col. R<Mibon B. Boston. 
8fh Virginia, Col. Julian Harrison. 
15th Virginia, Col. Charles R. Collins. 


BUTLKU'S DIVISION. 

Maj. Gen. M. V. Butler. 


l>Hnovanfs Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. John Dunovant. 

3d South Carolina, Col. C^harlcs J. Col- 
cock. 

4111 South (Carolina, Ckd. B. Huger Rut- 
l<‘dge. 

5th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Robert J. 
Jeffords. 

t)th South Carolina, Col. Hugh K. Aiken. 


Yoavg’s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Pierce M. B. Y^oung. 

Cohh^s Georgia Legion, Col. Gilbert J. 
Wright. 

Phillips Legion, Incut. Col. William W. 
Hi(‘h. 

Joir. Davis Legion, Lient. Col. J. Fred. 
Waring. 

Millon's Georgia Battalion. 

Love’s Alabama Battalion. 

7tli Georgia, Maj. Edward C. Anderson, 
.B’- 


Boshcr's Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Tho.mas L, Rosser. 


7th Virginia, Ool, Richard H. Diilany. 

11th Virginia, Col. Oliver K. Fuusteu. 

12ih Virginia, Col. Asher W. Harman. 

35th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Elijah V. White. 


^On inspection report for August 15 consolidated as Fry’s brigade, Colonel 
Mayo, rominanding. 

tOu lace ol* return appears to have consisted of Hampton’s, hTtzhugh Lee’s, and 
W. H. E. Lee’s divisions and Hearing’s brigade. 
t Reported as detached. 
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LKE^S DIVISION. 

Maj. Oen. William H. F. Lee. 

Bamngej'^s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Rufus Barringer. 

1st North Carolina, Col. William H. Cheek. 

2d North Carolina, Col. William P. Roberts. 

4th North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Forebee. 

5th North Carolina, Lieut. Col, Stephen B. Evans. 

ChamUisa^ Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. John R. Chambliss, Jr. 

9tb Virginia, Col, Richard L. T. Beale. 

10th Virginia, Col. J. Lucius Davis. 

13th Virginia, Col. Jefferson C. Phillips. 

ARTILLERY.* 

Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton. 

FIRST CORPS ARTILLERY. 

Brig. Gen. Edward P. Alexander.* 

CahelVe Battalion. 

Col. Henry C. Cabell. 

Manly ^s battery, Capt. Basil C. Manly. 

1st Company Richmond Howitzers, Capt. Robert M. Anderson. 
Carlton’s battery, Capt. Henry H. Carlton. 

CaUaway’s battery, Lieut. M. Callaway. 

JlaskelVs Battalion. 

Maj. John C. Haskell. 

Branch’s battery, Capt. Henry G. Flanner. 

Nelson’s battery, Lieut. William B. Htanfiold. 
Garden’s battery, Capt, Hugh R. Garden. 

Rowan Battery, Lieut. Ezekiel Myers. 

JSugei^e Battalion. 

Maj. Frank Huger. 

Smith’s battery, Capt. John D. Smith. 

Moody’s battery, Lieut. George Poindexter. 

Woolfolk’s battery, Lieut. James Woolfolk. 

Parker’s battery, Capt. William W. Parkier. 

Taylor’s battery, Capt. Osmond B. Taylor. 

Fickling’s battery, Capt. William W. Fickling. 
Martin’s battery, Cai)t. S. Taylor Martin, 

Gibhes^ Battalion. 

Maj. Wade H. Gibbkh. 

Davidson’s battery, Lieut. John H. Chamberlayne. 
Dickenson’s battery, Capt, Crispin Dickenson. 

Otey’s battery, Capt. David N. Walker. 


* But one general officer reported present for duty in the artillery, and Alex- 
ander’s name not on original. 



Chap. LIV.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


1221 


SKCONI> COUPS ARTILLERY. 

Brig. Gen. Armistead L. Long. 


Braxton*8 Battalion, 

Maj. Carter M. Braxton. 

Leo Battery, Lieut. William W. Ilard- 
Tvicke. 

1st Maryland Artillery, Capt. William F. 
Dement. 

Staftbrd Artillery, Capt. Raleigh L. 
Cooper. 

Alleghany Artillery, Capt. John C. Car- 
neuter. 

Cartei'^8 Battalion, 

Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Carter. 

Morris Artillery, Capt. Samuel H. Pendle- 
ton. 

Orange Artillery, Capt. C. W. Fry. 

King William Artillery, Capt. William 
P. Carter. 

Jeff. Davis Artillery, Capt. William J. 
Reese. 


Cutshaw^a Battalion, 

Maj. Wilfred E. Cutshaw. 

Charlottesville Artillery, Capt. James 
McD. Carrington. 

Staunton Artillery, Capt. Asher W. Gar- 
ber. 

Courtney Artillery, Capt. William A. 
Tanner. 


Nelaon^a Battalion, 

Lieut. Col. William Nelson. 

Amherst Artillery, Capt. Thomas J. Kirk- 
patrick. 

Milledge Artillery, Capt. John Milledge, 


Fluvanna Artillery, Capt. John L. Massie. 
lirown^H Battalion, 


Lieut. Col. Roiikrt A. Hardaway. 


Powhat«an Artillery, Capt. Willis J. Dance. 

2d Company Richmond Howitzers, Capt. Lorraine F. Jones. 

3d Company Richmond Howitzers, Ctipt. Benjamin H. Smith, jr. 
Rockbridge Artillery, Capt. Archibald Graham. 

Salem Flying Artillery, Capt. Charles B. Griffia. 

THIRD corps artillery.* 

Col. R. Lindsay Walker. 


Cutta^ Battalion, f 

Lieut. Col. Allen S. Cutts. 

Ross’ battery, Capt. Hugh M. Ross. 
Patterson’s battery, Capt. George M. Pat- 
terson. 

Irwin Artillery, Capt. JohnT. Wingfield. 


Mclntoalt/a Battalion. 

Lieut, Col. David G. McIntosh. 

Johnson’s battery, Capt. Valentine J. 
Clutter. 

Hardaway Artillery, Capt. William B. 
Hurt. 

Danville Artillery, Capt. R. Sydney Rico. 
2d Rockbridge Artillery, Capt. William 
K. Donald. 


liioliardaon^a Battalion,^ 

Lieut. Col. Charles Richardson. 

Lewis Artillery, Capt, Nathan Peniok. 

Donaldson villo Artillery, Capt. Victor 
Maurin. 

Norfolk Light Artillery, Capt. Charles R. 
Grandy. 

Huger Artillery, Capt. Joseph D. Moore. 

Begram’a Battalion, 

Lieut. Col. William J. I*eoram. 

Pee Dee Artillery, Capt. Ervin B. Brun- 
son. 

Fredericksburg Artillery, Capt. Edward 
A. Marye. 

Letcher Artillery, Capt. Thomas A. Bran- 
der. 

Purcell Battery, Capt. George M. Cayoe. 

Crenshaw’s Battery, Capt. Thomas Ellett. 


* The Washington (Louisiana) Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Eshleman commanding 
(four batteries) , not accounted for in returns, but reported present in inspection report 
for September 1, 1864 j that report also reports six batteries (not specified) in McIn- 
tosh’s oattalion. 

t According to inspection report, September 1 to 30, Cutts’ battalion, under Major 
Lane, and Richardson’s battalion were combined under command of Colonel Cutts* 
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Poa/jiu\ lialUiVtou, 

Liont. Col. William T. Poaguk. 


Madison Artillery, Capt. Thomas J. Richards. 
Albcmailo Aitillery, C.ipt. Janies W. Wyatt. 
Brooke Artillery, 0«ipt. Adclisou W. Utterback. 
Charlotte Artillery, Capt. Arthur B, Williams. 


Headquarters Artillery Corps, 

ember 7, If^Od. 

Lient. OoL W. H. Taylor, 

A^nhiani Adjutant- Qeneralj Army Northern Virginia: 

Colonel: In eon&equeiipe of a statement made to mo on the 30th 
ultimo, by Colonel Baldwin, that the(*ompaiiies working the heavy guns 
at the battery near ITowlett’s house on James Biver were reduced by 
sickness much below an efllcient condition, 1 yesterday visited that 
battery in my ride on the lines. There are only four men present for 
duty in one company and thirty-six in the other, or forty altogether, out 
of an aggregate of 252. The largest gun requires properly to work it 
at least twenty men, the six others eight or ten a piece. If the com- 
manding general deems it important to keep those guns served, one if 
not both of the other companies of Major Smith’s battalion now at 
Drewry’s Bluff, might be ordered to Howlett’s, though I do not recom- 
mend it, because at present I do not perceive the need of using all these 
heavy guns. The surgeon in charge told me he thought he could very 
much control the disease of chills. &c., if he could obtain a sulliciimcy 
of quinine. I would respe(*tfully vsuggest that the chief surgeon of the 
army be instructed to have special examination made on that front as 
to what can be done. I found other artillery commands also suffering 
seriously. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brlgadler-Oeneral and Chief of A riUUry^ 

[Fiisf in(lors#»mont ] 

Headquarters Army of Northern VinaiNiA, 

t^ept ember 7, 

Eespectfully referred to Surgeon Guild. 

Cannot quinine be issued to the surgeon at Battery Dantzhn"? 

By order of General Lee: 

\V. H. TAYLOR, 
AHHhta nt A dj u ta n /- (t en era L 

[Second iiidorscinoid ] 

MT3DTOAI; J)IT?EOTOI{’S OFFICE, 

Hrptember 3, ISOL 

Respectfully retunied. 

Attention invited to medical inspector’s n'port, In'rt'with inclosed.* 
Pleast' return the report. 

L. OUILI), 

Medical Director, Army of Northern Virginia. 

"Not found. 
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Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia, 

Sej)fember 1S64* 

Eespectfully returned to General Pendleton. 

An additional detachment [from] Drewry’s Bluff has been sent to 
Battery Dantzler. 

By order of General Lee : 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assktan t Adjnimit-Oenera L 


Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. Generai.’s Office, 

No. 207. ) Rwlmond^ Sei)tem'ber 1864. 

^ t jfe * » * 

XX. Capt. A. W. Lawrence, of Confederate States oi'dnance, is 
assigfiied to duty with the reserves of North Carolina, and will report 
to Lient. Cen. T. II. Holmes, commanding, &c., Kaleigh, N. C. 

* p » « » p • 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

JXO. WITHEES, 

..I ssistant Adjutant- General. 


IIeadqxtaeters Division, 
Peternbanj, t'n., Ni^pteniber J, ISGl. 

Lieut. Cen. E. S. Ewell : 

Dear Sir : I would respectfully urge ux>on you the importance of 
placing an efficient officer in command of my old brigade of Tennessee 
troops. I understand that its discipline is seriously declining for want 
of a good commander; that there is but little system in its present 
management, and that the ordinary daily duties are not attended to, or 
performed in a careless and unmilitary style. There is not more relia- 
ble fighting material in the army than in that brigade, and if it can 
ever return to Tennessee its strength will no doubt bo increased by 
between 2,000 and 3,000. I feel great interest in the brigade, and desire 
to see some one in command of it who entertains a like interest, and 
has the ability and will to maintain its discii>lino and high character. 
Lient. Col. E.'B. Snowden, of the Forty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Con- 
solidated Tennessee Eegiments, is, in my opinion, an officer who will lill 
all of these recpiirements. 11 o received a military education, and before 
the present war always manifested a spirited interest in military affairs. 
He entered the First Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers (Colonel Maney’s) 
at the eommenocinent of the war, and served one year as adjutant; 
then served with me through the campaign in Kentucky as assistant 
adjutant-general, and was with me in the battles of Perryville am' 
Murfreesborough. lie commanded the Twenty-fifth Tennessee Eegi 
ment at the battle of Clnckamanga with marked ability. On every 
field he has displayed distinguished gallantry, llis name will be fbund 
on the roll of honor, placed there for distinguished valor on the field, 
lie is a gentleman of good habits and good morals, and is undoubtedly 
the most able officer now serving with that brigade. 1 therefore recom- 
mend that he receive the temporary rank of brigadier-general and be 
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assigned to the command of Jolinson^s brigade of Tennessee troops. I 
will add that 1 believe this appointment will meet a hearty response 
in the confidence of the troops, and that it will insure for it a highly 
improved military condition. 

Very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 

B. K. JOHKSOK, 

Major- Oeu end y FrovlsioQial Arniy^ 0, 


Abstract from return of the troops in the Department of North Carolina and Southern 
Virginia, General G. T. Beauregard, commanding, for September :t, 1864, 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

1 

§ 

O 1 

Effective total pres- 
ent 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 

General staff 

15 

1 


15 

16 


Krst Military District; 

Staff 

1 



4 

176 

10 

2,693 

10 
2, 815 

14 
3, 217 

15 

5,058 

5 

Division 

Total 

180 

1 2,603 

2,825 

3, 231 

5, 073 

5 


Second Military District : 

Staff - 

7 

210 

3 

3, 706 

3 

3, 771 

10 
4, 776 

10 
7, 237 

27 

Division. 

Total 

217 

1 3,709 

3, 774 

4, 786 

7, 247 

27 

Tliird Military District : 

Staff 

11 

1 

2, 789 

1 

3, 455 

12 

4,023 

14 
5, 189 


Division - 


Total 


1 147 1 2, 700 

3,456 

4, 035 

5, 203 


Hoke’s division : 

Staff* 

~ — 

7 

321 



9 

5, 048 

9 

12, 289 

Division 

3, 222 

4, 045 


Total 


328 

3, 222 

4,045 

5, 057 

12,298 


Johnson’s division; 

Staff 

•=.*_=r= 

9 

3C7 

G 

3, 953 

6 

5, 100 

16 
6, 353 

17 

12, 624 

Division 


Total 


376 

3, 959 

5,106 

6, 360 

T,nF 

239 

1,807 

26, 658 

12,611 

1,6U 

257 

41, 370 



' 'To 

14 

” 95' 

Artillery (Colonel Jones) 

Drewry’s Bluff* 

Cavalry brigade (General Dearing) 

Grand total 

52 

16 

84 

1,415 

899 

154 

1, 407 

18^743 

ooiT 

188 

1,601 

"^TooT 



Organization of troops in the Department of North Carolina and South- 
ern Virginia, commanded by General G. T. Beauregard, September 
1 , 1864 . 

FIBST MIUTAKY DIMTUICT. 

Brig. Gen. IIkkry A. Wihk. 

Holcombe Legion, 

Capt, A. B. WooDRUK'F. 

Stony Creek (four companioa), 

Nottoway Brid^rc (four coiupauiofl). 

Rowan ty Bridge (two companies). 
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F(yi*t Clifton. 


Lieut. Col. Henry T. Guion. 

34tli Virginia (detachment). 

10th North Carolina Artillery (detachment). 

Micksford. 

Col. John J. Garnett. 

C. S. Zouaves, 

Virginia Reserves. 

62d Georgia Cavalry, Company II. 
Bradford’s section artillery. 

Migli Bridge {South Side Railroad). 

Virginia Reserves. 

Mattoax Bridge. 

Maj. William S. Basinger. 

18th Georgia Battalion. 

Virginia Reserves. 

Staunton River Bridge. 

Lieut. Col. Benjamin Ij. Fariniiolt. 

Virginia Reserves. 

Danville, Va. 

Col. Robert E. Withers. 

Virginia Reserves. 

Peter si) urg, Fa. 

44th Virginia Battalion, Capt. Thomas W. Branch. 
Virginia Reserves, Lieut. Col. Fletcher H. Archer. 
Independent Signal Gor^js, Maj. James F, Milligan. 
Operatives, Maj. William H. Hood. 

SECOND military DISTRICT. 


Brig. Gen. Lawrence S. Baker. 
GoUUhorouglij C. 

Col. Stephen D. Pool. 

Battalion Senior Reserves, Maj. Boaz F. Hooks. 
Company Provost Guard, Capt. John B. Griswold. 

Kinston, N. C. 

Col. John N. Wihtpord. 


G7th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Rufus W. Wharton, 

Ist Battalion North Carolina Sharpshooters, Capt. R. E. Wilson. 

3d North Carolina Cavalry (detachment, dismounted). 

6th North Carolina Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Alfred H. Baird. 

10th North Carolina Artillery, Company B (detachment), Lieutenant Whitehead. 
iSth North Carolina Battalion Artillery, Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Starr. 

Wilmington, N. C. 


Lieut. Col. John C. Van Hook. 


62d Georgia Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Patrick Gray. 

50th North Carolina (four companies), Lieut. Col. John C. Van Hook. 

10th North Carolina Artillery, H and G (detachments), > 

13th North Carolina Battalion Artillery, Company B, \ Thomas Sparrow. 
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Plymouth, JV. C, 

Col. Geokge Wortham. 

50th North Carolina (six companies), Col. George Wortham. 

Spencer’s and Pitt’s Companies Indopendont Oavalry. 

10th North Carolina iU'tillery Companies G and H"(detaelinients), Capt. Ronjamin 
T. Miller. 

Lee’s light battery, Capt. Edgar J. Leo. 

Weldon, N, C. 

Col. Frank S. Armistead, 

1st North Carolina Reserves, Liont. Col. Charles W. Broadfoot. 
pSTvos't Carolina Rosorves. j „ Anderson. 

15th Battalion North Carolina Cavalry, Lient. Col. James ]M. Wynn. 

10th North Carolina Artillery (detachment), Lieut. John M. Blount. 

Webb’s battery, Capt. Lewis II. Webb. 

Local Defense Company, Capt. J ames W. Strange. 

THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT. 

Maj. Gen. William II. C. Whiting. 

Fori FisheA', 

Col. William Lamb. 


36th North Carolina (nine eompanicH), Col. William Lamb. 

13th Battalion Light Artillery, Company D, Capt. Zaeliariah T. Adams. 

Fo 7'1 Caswell. 

Col. T. M. Jonhs. 

1st Battalion North Carolina-^ three companies). 

3d Battalion Heavy Artillery, Company (\ 

Bampson Artillery. 

Fort Camphell. 

Col. John D. Taylor. 

1st Battalion North Carolina (one company). 

36th North Carolina (one eomi)any). 

40th North Carolina (one <*om])any). 

Coast Guards (one company). 

Fort TIolmes and Foi't Pender. 

Col. John J. Hedrk’k. 


3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B, r 

40th North Carolina (eight companies), \ 

10th Norih C*arolina (dotaehment), Capt. Eclward D. Walsh. 


Fort Anderson. 


1st Battalion, and 40th Regiment North Carolina (detaelinumt), (hipt. Jann‘S L. 
McCorinic. 

JUittery Lamb. , 

1st Battalion and 40th Regiment North Carolina (detaelinumt), Lieut, John J. Bright, 

Mason boro ugh /Ve un d. 

Col. Gkorge Jackson. 

4th and 8th Battalions Junior Reserves, Maj. John M. Reoee. 

7th C. S. Cavalry, companies D andE, Capt. P. A, S. Morris. 

Paris’ battery, Capt. An<lr(*w JL Paris. 

Southerlaiurs battery, Capt. Thomas J. Woul.herlaml. 
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KmansinlUf N. C. 

3(1 North Carolina Battalion, Company A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis, 

10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies), Maj. Wilton L. Young. 

City of Wilmington and River Defenses. 

Col. George A. CuioaNGiiAM. 

2d North Carolina Battalion, Company B. 

10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies). 

10th North Carolina (two companies). 

40th North Carolina, Company A. 

Buic^s and Bass’ companies (unattached). 

IIOKE’S DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. Robert F. IToke. 


MavWs Brigade. 

17th North Carolina. 

42d North Carolina. 

50th North Carolina. 

60th North Carolina. 


Colquitrs Brigade. 

6th Georgia. 

19th Georgia. 

2,3d Georgia. 

27th Georgia. 

28th Georgia. 


Clingman^s Brigade. 

8th North Carolina. 

31st North Carolina. 

51st North Carolina. 

61st North Carolina. 

SagooWs Brigade. 

7th South Carolina Battalion. 
11th South Carolina. 

21st South Carolina. 

25th South Carolina. 

27th South Carolina. 


JOHNSON’S DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Arcuibald (htACiE, Jr. 


Ransom’s Brigade. 

24th North Carolina. 

25th North Carol imi. 

35th North Carolina. 

491 li North Carolina. 

56th North Carolina. * 

FAlioii’s Brigade. 

17th South Carolina. 

18th South Carolina. 

22(1 South Carolina. 

23d Soutli Carolina. 

26th South Carolina. 


(iraeie^s Brigade. 

23d Alabama Battalion. 

4l8t Alabama. 

43d Alabama. 

59th Alabama. 

60th Alabama. 

Wise’s Brigade 

26th Virginia. 

34th Virginia. 

46th Virginia. 

59th Virginia. 


LERY. 


(’ol. Hilary P, Jones. 


Moseley’s Baiialion. 

Cumming’s (North Carolina) battery. 
Miller’s (North Carolina) battery. 
P(‘gram’s (Virginia) batt(n*.^. 

Slaton’s (Georgia) battery. 

Young’s (Virginia) battery. 

Colt’s Battalion. 

Bradford’s (Mississippi) battery. 
Wright’s (Virginia) battery. 


Read’s Battalion. 

Blount’s (Virginia) battery. 
Hampden (Virginia) battery. 
Macon’s (Virginia) battery. 
Marshall’s (Virginia) battery. 


Boggs’ Battalion. 

Martin’s (Virginia) battery. 
Sturdivant’s (Virginia) battery. 
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CAVALRY. 

Gon. James Bearing. 

7tli Confederate, Col. V. H. Taliaferro. 

62d Georgia, Col. Joel R. Gridin. 

4th North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Fc^rehco. 
6th North Carolina, Col. George N. Folk. 


DREWRY^S BLUFF. 

Col. George II. Terrktt. 

Note. — Two companies heavy artillery detached at Battery Dantzler, under Major 
Smith ; three companies Marine Battalion detached hy order of Secretary of Navy and 
ordered to Wilmington for secret service. 


Hradquartbrs Army of Northern Virginia, 

September 1864. 

His Excellency Jefferson Dayis, 

President of the Confederate States: 

Mr. President : I beg leave to call yonr attention to the importance 
of immediate and vigorous measures to increase the strength of our 
armies, and to some suggestions as to the mode of doing it. Th(5 
necessity is now great, and will soon be augmented by the results of 
the coining draft in the United States. As matters now stand we have 
no troops disposable to meet movements of the enemy or strike when 
opportunity presents, without taking them from the trenches and expos- 
ing some important i)oint. The enemy^s position enables him to move 
his troops to the right or left without our knowledge, until he has 
reached the point at which he aims, and ^ve are then compelled to hurry 
our men to meet him, incurring the risk of being too late to check his 
progress and the additional risk of the advantage he may derive from 
their absence. This was fully illustrated in the late demonstration north 
of James Eiver, which called troops from our lines hero who, if present, 
might have prevented the occupation of the Weldon railroad. These 
rapid and distant movements also fatigue and exhaust our men, greatly 
impairing their efficiency in battle. It is not necessary, however, to 
enumerate all the reasons for recruiting our ranks. The necessity is as 
well known to Your Excellency as to myself and as much the object of 
your solicitude. The means of obtaining men for Held duty, as far as I 
can see, are only three. A considerable number could be placed in the 
ranks by relieving all able-bodied white men employed as teamsters, 
cooks, mechanics, and laborers, and supplying their places with negroes. 
I think measures should be taken at once to substitute negx*oes for white 
in every place in the army, or connected with it, where tlie former can 
be used. It seems to me that we must choose between employing 
negroes ourselves or having them employed against ns. A thorough 
and vigorous inspection of the rolls of exempted and detailed men is, in 
my opinion, of immediate importance. 

I think you will agree with me that no man should be excused from 
service for any reason not deemed sufficient to entitle one already in 
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service to his discharge. I do not think that the decision of such ques- 
tions can be made so well by any as by those whose experience with 
troops has made them acquainted with the urgent claims to relief, which 
are constantly brought to the attention of commanding officers, but which 
they are forced to deny. For this reason I would recommend that the 
rolls of exempts and details in each State be insi^ected by officers of 
character and influence, who have had experience in the field and have 
had nothing to do with the exemptions and details. If all that I have 
heard be true, I think it will be found that very different rules of action 
have been pursued toward men in service and those liable to it in 
the matter of exemptions and details, and I respectfully recommend that 
Your Excellency cause reports to be made by the Enrolling Bureau of 
the number of men enrolled in each State, the number sent to the field, 
and the number exempted or detailed. I regard this matter as of the 
utmost moment. Our ranks are constantly diminishing by battle and 
disease, and few recruits are received. The consequences are inevi- 
table, and I feel confident that the time has come when no man capable 
of bearing arms should be excused, unless it be for some controlling 
reason of public necessity. The safety of the countiy requires this, in 
Diy jiidgment, and hardship to individuals must be disregarded in view 
of the calamity that would follow to the whole people if our armies meet 
with disaster. NTo detail of an arms-bearing man should be continued 
or granted, except for the performance of duty that is indispensable to 
the army, and that cannot be performed by one not liable to, or fit for, 
service. Agricultural details take numbers from the army without any 
corresponding advantage. 

I think that the interests of land owners and cultivators may be 
relied upon to induce them to i)rovide means for saving their crops, if 
they be sent to the field. If they remain at home their produce will 
only benefit the enemy, as our armies will be insufficient to defend 
them. If the officers and men detailed in the Conscript Bureau have 
performed their duties laithfully, they must have already brought out 
the chief i)art of those liable to duty, and have nothing to do now 
except to get such as from time to time reach inilitary age. If this be 
true many of these officers and men can now be spared to the army. 
If not, they have been derelict, and should be sent back to the ranks, 
and their ifiaces supplied by others who will be more active. Such a 
policy will stimulate the energy of this class of men. The last resource 
is the reserve force. Men of this class can render great service in con- 
nection with regular troops, by taking their places in trenches, forts, 
&c., and leaving them free for active operations. I think no time should 
be lost in bringing out the entire strength of this class, particularly in 
Virginia and North Carolina. If I had the reserves of Virginia to hold 
the trenches here, or even to man those below Eichmond on the north 
side of the river, they would render greater service than they can in any 
other way. They would give me a force to act with on the offensive or 
delensive, as might be necessary, without weakening any part of our 
lines. Their mere presence in the works below Eichmond would pre- 
vent the enemy from making feints in that quarter to draw troops from 
here, except in such force as to endanger his own lines around Peters- 
burg. But I feel confident that with vigorous effort, and an understand- 
ing on the part of the people of the necessity of the case, we could get 
more of this class than enough for the purpose last indicated. We 
could make our regular troops here available in the field. The same 
remarks are applicable to the reserves of North Carolina, who could 
render similar services at Wilmington, and allow the regular troops to 
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take the held against any force that niighl land there. I need not 
remind Your ExcelJenciy that the reborves are of great value in eoiuiec- 
tion with our regular troops, to previnit disaster, hut Avould he of little 
avail to retrieve it. For this reason they should h(‘ put in service 
before the numerical superiority of the enemy enables him to inlliet a 
damaging blow upon the regular forces oi)posed to him. In my opinion 
the necessity for them wall never be more urgent, or their services of 
greater value than now; and I entertain the same views as to the 
importance of immediately bringing into the regular scu’vice every man 
liable to military duty. It will be too late to do so after our armi('s 
meet with disaster, should such unfortunately be the ease, i trust Your 
Excellency will excuse the length and earnestness of this letter, in 
view of the vital imx)ortanec of its subject, and am (*ontident that you 
will do all in your power to aeeonpdish the obJe(*ts I have in view. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

It. E. LEW, 

(icncraL 


HeADQXTARTEKS AUMY OE NoiiTUERN VlUGINIA, 

iSej)teml)er A Asv;/. 

Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, 

Commanding Eenerven^ (Cc., Richmond: 

General : The time has r^Tived when the reserves can be made of 
great service, and 1 am desirous to know what number is now available. 
I hope you have been able to bring out the whole available force in 
Virginia. The strength of the enemy is such that we can sx)are none 
of the regular troops from the trenches for active operations in the iield. 
My object is to occupy the trenches wit3\ the T(\servc forces as fur as 
possible, so as to make the other troops disposable for any opportunity 
to strike at the enemy. I shall be obliged to you if you will furnish me 
a statement of the whole number of reserves enrolled, and also of tlie 
number ready for immediate service. 1 should also like to know what 
|;ime will be required to bring out the whole force. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

11. E, LIOIO, 

(hnrniL, 


IIdqrs. Cavalry Gorph, Army oe Korthern Virchnia, 

‘J, JSOJ, 


Lieutenant-Colonel IAylor, 

Assistant AdJ a taut- General : 

Colonel: I have the lionor to inclose a copy of the e()n*<‘Spond<mee 
between General Gregg, U, IS. Army, and myself in ndenun't^ to his 
request to be allowed to send parti<is 1o l?eams’ Station to bury the 
Federal dead. Ilis letter Avas sent by dag of tru(*(^ on the morning of 
the 27th of August. After iny reply to him 1 detaih^d parties to bury the 
dead of the enemy, whi(di Avork Avas ae(*<)mplislied without any molesta- 
tion from the enemy. My x)ickcts have be(‘n (established since tlie 
morning of the2Gth ultimo two inihes (*ast of R<eains’ Station, and the 
enemy has not a])pear(ed in sight of t he stat ion since the light of tlic 25th. 
I am, very respectfully, yours, 

WADE HAMPTON, 

Major-General 
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nEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, ArMY OF THE ToTOHAO, 

August 27^ 1864. 

OOMMANBINO OFFICER CONFEDERATE CAVALRY, 

At Reams^ jStation : 

Sir: XJuderstaiiding that tliere are iinburied dead of tlie IT. S. forces 
on tlie field at Eeams’ Station, 1 have tlie Loiior to request that burial 
])arties from my command may be allowed to go to Kearns’ Station for 
the purpose of burying such dead as may there be found, and, this done, 
return within my lines. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

]). MoM. GKEOCt, 

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Fotomac. 


[ludorwnunt J 

Headquartf.rs Hampton’s Cavalry Division, 

August 27, 1864. 

Res])ectfully referred to Major-General lIaini)ton, commanding cav- 
alry, Army of INorthern Virginia. 

M. O. BUTLER, 

Briga d / er- Geuera I, Co m m an d ing. 


[Inclosuio No. 2 1 


Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Viroinia, 

August 27, 1864. 

General Greog: 

General : Your letter of this date asking that burial parties might 
be allowed to go to Reams’ Station, for the puri)ose of burying such 
dead as may there be found,” has been referred to me. I cannot accede 
to this request, but I have ordered all your dead to be buried. Your 
wounded have been collected, and thc^y ai*e under charge of your sur- 
geons. 

1 am, respectfully, 

WADE HAMPTON, 

Major-General, Comdg. Cavalry, Army of Northern Virginia. 


Si'EOiAL Orders, ) HDCiRS. Dept, of N. C. and South. Ya., 

No. 82. ) Sejptemher 2, 1864. 

1. Paragraph VIII, Special Orders, No. 17,* current series, from these 
headcpiarters, is hereby modified to read as follows; The limits of the 
First Military District are hereby extended so as to include all that 
part of this (lei>artmeiit between the James, Roanoke, and Dan Rivers, 
excluding the defenses immediately around Richmond on south side of 
James River. 

* iti * # * * * 

By command of General Beauregard: 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 

^*Soo Vol. XXXVI, ParTlIirp. 8C5. 
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HeADQUABTEBS JOHNSON^fc^ DIVISION, 

Petersburg^ Va,^ September 1861, 

Col. G. W. Bbent, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral : 

Colonel : Should it meet the approval of the pjeneral commanding, 
I would respectfully m*ge that Col. W. H. Wallace, of the Eighteenth 
South Carolina Eegiinent, may be (during the absence of Brig. Gen. 
S. Elliott) temporarily assigned to the command of Elliott’s brigade, of 
this division, with the rank of brigadier-general. Myreasonsfor solic- 
iting the assignment for Colonel Wallace are as follows: First. That 
Brigadier-General Elliott’s wound is not likely to permit him to return 
to duty pending the present season, during which we may anticipate 
important operations, and, indeed, the duties of this brigade in the 
trenches in front of the enemy demand that it should be rendered in 
all respects as efficient as xmssible. Second. Because Colonel Wallace 
is the officer best qualified in the brigade for the position proposed. 
Third. Because I believe that the efficiency of the brigade will be im- 
proved by this assignment, and that it is necessary that such assign- 
ment shall be made. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. K. JOHNSON, 

Major- General 


Neab Petebsbubg-, VA., S^tember 2^ 1864— 8 p, m, 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WniTiNO, 

Commanding^ Military I)istric% Wilmington^ W. C, : 

Every exertion will be made to re-enforce you in time for all points. 
Governor Vance has already been called upon to imitate Governor 
Brown, of Georgia. Federal soldiers appear much discouraged. They 
fight badly. I will visit Wilmington soon. 

G. T. BEAUEEGABD. 


Headquabtebs Abmy of Nobthebn Vibginia, 

September J, 186 L 

General Bbaxton Bbagg, 

Commanding C. S. Armies, Richmond: 

Genebal- Brigadier-General Perry, of Florida, who was wounded 
during the summer, has returned, but is not able to go on duty with 
his brigade, which is in the trenches, his wound vStill rendering him 
unfit to serve on foot. His brigade originally consisted of but three 
regiments, and is very much reduced. After the arrival of General 
Finegan with the re-enforcements from Florida last summer, Perry’s 
small brigade was temporarily united with the new troops, and has 
been serving with them as one brigade, under (xeneral Finegan, until 
the present time. The whole makes but a small brigade, and I think 
the interests of the service require that what remains of P(Try’s origi- 
nal brigade should remain as it now is with the other Florida troops. 
If there is any duty in Florida to whi<di General Perry can be assigned 
suitable to his present condition, or any command there which he could 
take when his wound is healed, X would recommend that he be 
assigned to it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

General 
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[First indorsomont.] 

Headquarters Armies Confederate States, 

Bichmondj September 5, 1864. 

Eespectfully submitted to honorable Secretary of War. 

The arrangement suggested by General Lee will no doubt conduce 
to the efficiency of the troops. I have not found that officers could, as 
a general rule, be advantageously employed near their homes, especially 
where they h^ been previously associated with political organizations. 

BEAXTOi^ BEAGG, 

Oetieral. 

[Second indoraoment ] 

September 7, 1864. 

Adjutant-General ; 

Let tlie brigade remain as it now is and relieve General Perry till 
restored to health. Do you know any appropriate duty to which he 
can be assigned? 

J. A. S[EDDON], 

. Secretary. 

[Third indorsement.] 

September 26, 1864. 

Eespectfully submitted to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Shall General Perry be ordered to General Jones'? 

JNO. WITHEES, 
Assistant Adjutant^ General. 

[Fourth indorsement ] 

General Kemper informed me some days since that General Perry 
had been ordered to him for duty by General Lee, and that he had 
assigned him to the command of the reserves on the Eappahannock. 

J. W. E[IELY], 

[Fiith indorsomont.] 

Let this stand until General Kemper returns 

S. 0[00PEBJ. 

[Sixth indorsement ] 

Matters have changed since that time, and all the above is of no 
effect. 

EIBLY. 


Headquarters, 
Seiptember S, 1864. 

General Hampton, 

Gomma/nMng Cavalry : 

General; Prom the reports of your scouts I judge that the enemy 
is very open to attack at Gity Point and other points where his wagons 
are parked in his rear. I wish you would have the matter closely in- 
quired into and the roads and distances you would have to travel. A 
sudden blow in that quarter might be detrimental to him. It also is 
probable from the movement of all his cavalry from his rear to his 
front, that he is meditating some attack or expedition to our right. I 
hope you will be prepared for this. Keep your cavalry as much to- 
78 R R — VOL XLll, PT n 
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getlier as possible, your pickets on the alert, and your scouts out and 
watclifuL As soon as you bear of bis being in motion take after liim 
without farther orders with all the force that can be withdrawn from 
the lines, and, if possible, destroy him. You must keei> on hand three 
days’ rations and forage so as to start without delay. 1 have thought 
it might be advantageous to assign the dismounts or a ])ortiou of them 
with their proper brigades. Why could they not do picket duty on 
some portion of the line*? — at Poplar Spring Church, for instance, 
where you think infantry might be of service; they might save the 
horses. At all events, they must be properly officered, instructed^ and 
disciplined. You have to light so much on foot that they would, if ad- 
vantageously organized, add greatly to your strength. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 

R. E. LEE, 

GeneraL 


Petersburg^, September 3^ J86J, 

Governor Z. B. Vanoe, 

Raleigh: 

General Whiting apprehends an attack. Send him all the troops 
you can, 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Petersburg, 8e;ptemler 3, 1861. 

General W. H. 0. Whiting, 

Wilmington : 

General Baker, at Goldsborough, has been ordered to hold all his 
disposable forces in readiness to aid you should you need them. Gov- 
ernor Vance and General HolmOvS luive b<^en requested to send you 
such troops as can be spared from the reserve. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Petersburg, ^c^tenihcr 3, 1861. 

General L. S. Baker, 

Goldshorovgh : 

Hold all your disposable forces in readiness to sustain General Whit- 
ing, should he call for them. 

(;. T. BEAURE(JARI), 

General. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of N . C. and South. Va., 

No. 83. J 8epfemher 4, 1861. 

I. Col. 0. II. Simonton, Twenty-fifth South (Carolina Volunteers, is 
relieved from duty with his regiment and will report to Major-(ieneral 
Whiting at Wilmington, N. O., for assignment to the command of Ports 
Caswell and Campbell. 

# # # # # # # 

By command of General Beauregai'd. 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Colonel and Assifitant Adjutant- General. 
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State of North Carolina, Executive Dei^artment, 

Raleigh^ JScpteynher 5, 1864. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Army of Northern Virginia: 

General: Your letter in relation to tlie defense of Wilmington has 
been received.^ Every aid that I can render with the militia shall be 
given, though I will have arms for only a portion of them. A large 
part of those sent me from Eichmond were unserviceable, but I am hav- 
ing them repaired as rapidly as possible. Allow me to make a few 
suggestions touciiing the defense of that imi)ortant sea-port. There 
are two regiments there — ^the Thirty-sixth and Fortieth North Carolina 
Eegiments, Young’s battalion, numbering about 2,600 effective men. 
The;y are well-drilled and disciplined, but have never been under fire, and 
recent events at Mobile and elsewhere have demonstrated their ineffl- 
(‘ieucy to hold their own under the fierce cannonade of the enemy’s 
fleet. I would respectfully suggest the policy of sending them to the 
field and supplying their places with veteran troops. A less number of 
tried men, 1 feel assured, would be far more efficient, though 1 do not 
wish the garrison lessened, of course- In case a real attack should be 
made ui)on Wilmington 1 earnestly urge that General Beauregard 
should be sent there, and this not only because of the great confidence 
felt in him, but also because of the very little reposed in General Whit- 
ing. Since the affair at Petersburg the good opinion formed of that 
offi(*er here by the apparent skill evident in the construction of the 
works around Wilmington has been dissipated to a painful extent. 
General J^eauiegard was intruvsted with the defense of Charleston with 
the happiest results, and it cannot be denied that Wilmington is now 
of far more importance to the Confederacy. A great portion of my 
home guard is now in the field, and will be easily transferred to any 
point when desired. I am happy to say that several hundred deserters 
have already been apprehended or surrendered, and I trusty to be able 
to get most of them in without again asking for regular soldiers. 

I am, general, very truly and respectSiUy, your obedient servant, 

Z. B. YANCE. 


[Indorsemont ] 


Headquabters, 
Septemher 10, 1864, 

Tlespectfnlly submitted for perusal to TIis Excellency tlie President. 

His attention is invited to tlie request of committing the defense of 
Wilmington to General Beauregard. General Beauregard is now at 
Wilmington examining into its defenses, armament, and garrison. He 
lias been previously informed that it is my desire to place Mm in com- 
mand of Wilmington or Oliai-leston, wMcbever may be attacked. 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


Hear Black Water, Septemher 5, 1864. 

[General Hampton:] 

General: I have jnst returned from near City Point. The defenses 
are as follows, viz: At Wormley’s Point, one mile northeast of City 
Point, are 1,200 dismounted cavalry. One mile southwest of City 


Soo August 29, p. 1206. 
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Point, and on tlie railroad, is an immense hospital and ambulance and 
^ya^?on train. At the Old Court-House, three miles from the Point, is a 
very large pontoon train. At the old Frog-IIole Pridge is a small 
party getting out timber for breast-works and other purposes. At 
Cedar Level Station, three miles from the Point, is an immense amount 
of supplies; there is besides about one regiment of infantry acting as 
guard. The nearest imint of picket-line you could strike is Colonel 
Green’s farm, on the stage road; or, rather, the line is half a mile this 
side of Green’s, on the stage road, running from Mount Sinai (hmrch 
to Hite’s place, thus cutting off a large bend in this road. Southeast 
of the Court-House, about live miles from (3ity Point, is a small for(*e of 
infantry, about one large regiment (negroes). The stream this sid(^ of 
City Point, about three miles, is imi)assable below Frog-lIole Bridge, 
which they could burn before it could be attained. At Coggins’ Point 
are 3,000 beeves, attended by 120 men and 30 citizens, without arms. 
At Sy(‘amore Church is one regiment of cavalry (First District of Co- 
lumbia), about 250. This is the nearest point of the picket-line to Cog- 
gins’ Point, about two miles. Sycamore Church is eight miles from 
Hines’ Bridge, on the Blackwaterj Hines’ Bridge, three miles from 
Gee’s Bridge, on Warwick Swamp, and five miles from Gee’s residence. 
Enemy’s cavalry are northwest of the Court-House. The greatest dan- 
ger, I think, would be on the Jerusalem plank road in returning. The 
enemy are constructing a railroad from the City Point raih'oad to the 
Fifth Corps; it intersects the City Point road about six miles from 
City Point at a place called Jordan’s. It is near this place they have 
their large mortar, which was firing last night; it is very large, placed 
on car wheels, and seems to be moved as the road progresses, which is 
fast. The Tenth Corps is on the right (thivS side Ajipomattox) ; Ninth, 
center; Fifth, next; Second on extreme left. I hear that they have a 
Fifteenth [Eighteenth] Coips, commanded by Ord. From best infor- 
mation Birney commands the Tenth Corps. This Fifteenth [Eight- 
eenth] and Tenth Corps are on the other side of Appomattox. Bnticr 
has just returned (yesterday) from eoiivention. It is thought more 
cavalry is about returning. Colonel Spear is iiiulcr arrest for drunk- 
enness, 1 un(ler^talld; Stratton in command. 

Your obedient scout, 

SllADBURNE. 


Wau Department, 0. S. A., 
Riohmondy Tu., /Sepfemher J, JH(hL 

Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WniTiNa, 

Comnandhigy WiJviingfon, X. 0,: 

General: The RU('cess of the enemy in closing the port of Mobile 
will very probably encourage them to make efforts on Wilmington. 
From extracts in the Northern papers I perceive that the attention of 
that Government is being earnestly urged to tlu^ im})ortanc(‘ of this 
j)ort and to the duty of assailing it. You arc fully aware of its gn^at 
value to the Confederacy, and 1 need scarcely add any reason to stim- 
ulate your habitual vigilance to discover and guard against the ai)proach 
of the enemy. 

On one point alone 1 wisli to invite your earnest and si)0cial att<uition. 
Experience at Mobile, as Avell as at New Orh^ans and at other points, 
shows the dan{i»er of relying for the dehmsc of forts on troops but little 
tried in war, and offi<*ers not tlioiuiigiil;. tested in their constancy, 
familiarity with danger, and invincible courage. 1 wish, therefore, 
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that you would scrutinize closely the composition of the forces holding 
the forts, and the character and qualities, as evinced by past services, 
of the officers in command, and make sure that you have in both material 
thoroughly reliable. 

1 will mention, in confidence, that one officer, Col. E. W. Jones, who 
formerly belonged to the Aiiny of Tennessee, and who once com- 
manded at Fort Carroll, and who is stated to be now holding an impor- 
tant command in one of your forts, has been mentioned to me by high 
official authority as not thoroughly reliable for courage and constancy. 
This was the only specification, but, in general terms, it was said that 
there were others whom it would be judicious to change. 

To another subject I wish to invoke your attention. You are aware 
of the great importance of continued trade from the port, and of the 
interruptions to which it is now being subjected by the quarantine 
regulations. Would it not be possible to induce relaxation or modifi- 
cation by the State officers of the stringent regulations as to time and 
lading? The season is now so advanced that there is scarcely a possi- 
bility of the introduction of yellow fever into the city, and when no 
disease appears on the arrival of the ship, surely, by due ftimigation 
and proper precautioiiary measures, adequate security could be aftbrded 
to allow ships to come up, unload, and be dispatched without the vex- 
atious delays at present imposed. I wish you would urge these con- 
siderations strongly on the State Commissioners, and use your utmost 
influence to remove the imx)ediments which at this critical time are 
operating seriously to the disadvantage of the (lovernment. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES A. 8EDDON, 

^Secretary of War, 


Fear PETERSBtiRa, Va., Sepemher 7, 1804 — 10 jp.m, 
Major-General WniTiNa, 

Oommandhu; General, Wilmington, W. 0. : 

I leave in morning with Colonel Waddy, Captain Chisolm, and Doc- 
tor Choppin, who intend to stop with their friends. I accept with 
pleasure your invitation. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters Post of Richmond, 

Septe^nber 8, 1864. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General: I have the honor to imdose a repoif^ of the inspection of 
the First Battalion Yirginia Reserves, commanded by Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Duke, and also a list* of the various detached guards at posts 
about the city. Colonel Duke’s battalion is stationed on Belle Isle 
guarding Federal prisoners. It has been occasionally necessary to ap- 
ply through txeneral Kemper to Colonel Moore, commanding Rendezvous 
of Reserves, Richmond, for additional men ; as Colonel Duke’s command 
was not strong enough to furnish the requisite number and give proper 
relief to the sentinels, upon application. General Ewell has strength- 


*Not found. 




1238 


OMKATIONS IN SB. VA. AND N. 0. 


fC’HAP. LlV. 


ened the force tliere (Belle Isle) by a detacliTnent of 200 men from the 
hea.vy artillery battalions of the Kichmond defenses. Yon will observe 
from the report that five-eighths of Colonel Duke’s battalion are ab- 
sent without my knowledge. 1 do not question the right of the gen- 
eral commanding the reserves to give su(*h leaves niuhn* paragra])h 
XIV of General Orders, No. 57, but it is an inconvenience to be unable 
to estimate what may be the strength of the (‘.ommand upon any given 
day in the future, not knowing to what extent it may be in this way 
depleted. This battalion was ordered to the city to supply the pla(*'c 
of the Sixtieth Alabama Eegiment. The latter had been ordered here, 
before my arrival, in ])laee of the Twenty-fifth or City Battalion, as it was 
called. The Sixtieth Alabama was ordered by General Ewell to report 
to General Hampton at the time of the Sheridan raid. Upon my ap- 
plication for a force, the city then being entirely destitute of C^onfeder- 
ate troops, this battalion of reserves was verbally ordered to Kichmond 
by General Ueth or General G. W. G. Lee for duty during what I then 
thought was the temporary absence of the Sixtieth Alabama. 

To judge by the inclosed report Colonel Duke’s battalion, in a strict 
sense, is not a part of the command of the post commandant. Of Col- 
onel Moore 1 have no official knowledge. 1 believe he has been as- 
signed to the command of the troops (reserves) from which, for the most 
part, the guards for the city are drawn. He does not report to me, nor 
do I in any way exercise control over him. Guards are also furnished 
from the First and Nineteenth Virginia Militia, commanded resi)ec- 
tively by Colonels Danfoi'th and Evans. These regiments are also 
portions of Colonel Moore’s command. I, therefore, have exclusively 
under my command the President’s Guards, consisting ol two oilicers 
and thirty-eight men (present, sick, and absent), all disabled or recom- 
mended for light duty; a detachment of one ofiicer, three non-commis- 
sioned officers, and thirteen privates of the Tweniy-fifth Virginia 
Battalion on duty at the city mills, and sixte(m disabled soldiers at 
the 0. S. barracks (Soldiers’ Home), commanded by Jaeutenant Bates, 
and the detachment of artillery soldiers at B(dle Isle. For the (iou- 
venience of furnishing rations and supplies to the latter, and to avoid 
having two separate and distinct commands on the island, I have 
directed that it be taken up on Colonel Duke’s rei)ort. I vSui)pose it is 
necessary only to point out this mixed-up state of things to secure the 
remedy. To illustrate how imx>ossiblo it is to get along in this way I 
shall state that a few days sincii £i soldier on guard at the Libby Prison 
and belonging to the command of Colonel Moore was arrested by 
Major Turner, the commandant, and charges were preiemul against 
him. Colonel Moore recommended that the charges b(^ withdrawn, 
giving no reason for lus recommendation. 1 th(‘refor(^ f()rwarde<l them, 
with a request that they be tiied. Two days iilt(‘r an ord(‘r was 
received from (Vdonel Moore witlulrawing them. This was also for- 
warded. I understand that the Hecr<*tary ol‘ War has de(*i(l(Hl that 
General Keinper (commands the r(sserv<\s as a separate army. I have 
nothing to say to the propriety of this. Should General Lee detach 
from his army one or more battalions for duty at this ])ost, during the 
time they were so detached they would immediately under the com- 
mand of tlie post commander. The same, I should think, wonhl obtain 
with regard to the reserves, and is the ease at Danville. As it stands 
now, I am called the post commander, and would he looki^l To by the 
Government for the interior jirotection of the city shouhl the prisoners 
break out or should anything else o<*cur requiring the exer(*is<‘ of mili- 
tary force. I cannot consent to occiii)y this anomalous position longer. 
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It requires about 1,250 men to do the necessary service of the post, 
supi)lying all the guards and giving proper reliefs to the soldiers. This 
will appear as follows : 


Guard posts in city - 81 

Privates to eacli post 3 


243 

Men to be on duty every third day 3 


Privates required 729 

On Belle Isle, privates per day 150 


Relief every thii’d day 450 

Total 1,179 


Then there should be a small margin for sick, supernumeraries, and 
guards to send away in charge of prisoners when moved and Yankee 
deserters going to the lines of the enemy under General Orders, Ko. 65, 
This would make the 1,250 or 1,300. It is possible to make men do 
guard duty every other day; but it should be remembered that the 
reserves are composed mostly of old and in many cases infirm men. I 
would respe(‘tfully suggest that two or more battalions of reserves or 
other troops be assigned especially to this duty and placed immedi- 
ately under the orders of the x>ost commander. General Winder had 
two battalions of regular troops, amounting in numbers to my estimate 
above. If my suggestions are accepted, the guards can then be told 
off at regular brigade guard mounting and posted by the proper offieer. 

I wish it to be understood that my relations with General Kemper and 
Colonel Moore are of the most agreeable character. I find them most 
cautious and disposed to give me what assistance they can and to act in 
harmony with me. 

Very respectfixlly, your obedient servant, 

W. M. GAEDKEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


[First indorsement 1 

Headquarters Post of Eiohmond, 

October 1864, 

EespectfuUy referred to the Adjutant and Inspector General for his 
information. 

Condition of guard service represented in letter of 8th of September 
somewhat changed but not improved. Colonel Duke^s battalion re- 
moved; no force to supjfiy its place. There [are] upward of 2,000 pris- 
oners of war now in the city; these cannot be sent south at present. 
I do not see, under the present arrangements, any use of a post com- 
mandant, ex(jept to lodge complaints against when prisoners escape on 
their transit south or in the city. The necessity of furnishing a proper 
garrison for the city and the possibility of doing it is for my superiors 
to decide. 

W. M. GAEDNEE, 

Brigadier- General, 


[Second mdorsemonl.] 


NTovembbr 2, 1864. 

EespectfuUy submitted to the Secretary of War, with the recom- 
mendation tliat Brigadier-General Gai'dner be at once assigned to duty 
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as Commissary-General of Prisoners, and Lientenant-Geii oral Ewell be 
charged with the command of the post of Eichmond, superaddod to his 
other duties as commander of the defenses of Eichmoiid. The two 
duties, in my judgment, are intimately connected, and will, if thus 
united, prevent the clashing of authority which is herein represented, 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Impector General, 

[Third indorsomoiit.] 


November 4, 1804. 

Eecommendation approved, except that General Winder be ordered 
to general charge of prisoners. 


J. A. S[BDl)ONj, 

Secretary. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington, Sej^feniber .s’, IHGi. 

Hon. Jakes A. Seddon, 

Secretary of War; 

Sib : I have your letter of the 5th instant. The subject is matter 
to me of constant anxiety, and I have so often called the attention of 
the Department to the points on which yoix touch that I fear I am con- 
sidered as importunate or needlessly apprehensive. The troops that 
are here have never been in action in the war. They are far too few 
for the gaiTisohs of the forts, and ought at all times to be supported by 
veteran infantry, both to make the delense effectual and to permit them, 
as heavy artillery, to attend to their guns and diill. There are no 
infantry supports at all here, and the small garrison has to perform 
constant outpost and picket duty, to the material deterioration as prac- 
tised artillerists. It must be remembered that the development and 
extent of the defenses here has been very greatly increased, I should 
say trebled, since I as.sumed command, yet there has been no in- 
crease of force at all to defend it. The permanent garrison of Fort 
Fisher should be 2,200 men; of Bald Head, the same; of Caswell and 
Campbell, 800 each. Yoxx will see what I have by the copy of a letter 
to General Beauregard, which I send you.* I agree with you, that only 
xxpon troops and officers thoroughly tested in their constancy, familiar- 
ity with danger, and invincible coxxrage, can reliance be placed. Can 
you give me such? The warning of Mobile is before us. There is no 
place in the country now more important than this ; there is no place 
now more liable to surprise, and yet the force here is now less than it 
ever has been during the war. When Poster’s expedition was being 
fitted out for this place, at Beaufoi-t, and which was afterward directed 
to Charleston by the attack of Flag-Officer Ingraham on the enemy’s 
fleet, it was not thought sixfficient to send me 8,000 veteran troops to aid 
the garrisons as a sxxpportiug force. At the present time, and warned of 
the danger, I have nothing but a few hundred boys xind old men, utterly 
inefficient and unreliable, as experience has shown, and totxilly inade- 
quate. It has now been three weeks since the Senior Reserves have 
been summoned for the defense of Wilmington, and in that time 324 
have arrived, destitute of everything. The whole system of defense 
here has been placed and predicated on the presence of an army corps 


*Soo p. 1212. 
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as a support. This has been urged and demonstrated in repeated 
memoirs on the subject. Indeed, no other system is practicable, and 
without it the position would be no more tenable than the Richmond 
defenses without the support of the army of General Lee. ^ 

I have felt this matter very deeply and given my most constant 
efforts to make the most of my means. I have refrained of late from 
addressing most urgent appeals to the Department, because General 
Lee deprecatedmy doing so, lest my opinion, gettingabroad,mighttend 
to discouragement. You tell me to scrutinize closely the composition 
of the for(*es holding the forts and the character and qualities of the 
officers, and to make sure that I have in both material thoroughly 
reliable. As I have said, these troops have not been in battle. I can 
only add they are at present unsupported. I believe'they will do well 5 
but you know what is acceded. Colonel Lamb, the commandant of 
Fort Fisher, is a most excellent and vigilant officer, full of skill and 
courage. I have every contidence in him. Is there not some mistake 
as to the identity of the officer of whom you speak in your letter? You 
give the initials as E. W. The officer here is T. M., in whom I have 
entire confidence. As for the Senior and Junior Reserves I think they 
would rather interfere with than aid. The little boys are prostrate with 
all the diseases of children and too weak to bear arms. Their officers, 
made by election, are entirely ignorant. These are the facts, and to 
you I see no use in disguising them. It may well be imagined that 
personally I shall leave no effort untried, knowing that if I lose 
this place, whether with troops or without them, I myself am lost. 
The matter of the quarantine is important, and I will endeavor to carry 
out your wishes and ])rooure some relaxation of the regulations, as I 
have labored to do heretofore. The fever is represented, however, as 
very bad in Bermuda and Nassau, and the very name of it is terrible 
to this community. As the question of the defense of Wilmington may 
shortly become interesting, I beg to refer to my correspondence on this 
subject, both as to the mode of attack, i)robable lines and disposition, 
and of forces required. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major- General. 


Steoial Orders, ) ‘ Adjt. and Tnsp. General’s Opftce, 

No. 214. ) Richmond, ISej^temher 9, 1861. 

******* 

L. Paragraph XXXYIT, Special Orders, No. 206, current series, is 
amended so as to read: Maj. 1. H. Carrington, provost-marshal of Rich- 
mond, Va., will take charge of all deserters from the enemy, under Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current 
series, and wiU forward such of them as he may designate, or such as 
may desire to go, to Abingdon, Va., thence to be sent to Kentucky and 
Ohio. 

* * * * )f * * 

Bv command of the Secretary of War. 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- Gemral. 
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HEADQUARTERS; 

‘ September 9^ 

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton, 

ihmmandiug CaiKiJry : 

General: I liavo received yonr letter of 0 ]>. in. yesterday. The 
only ditticulty of im])ortanee 1 see to your prqjc(*t is your return. I am 
not sufficiently acquainted witli the country to say how that can be 
effected if embarrassed with cattle or wagons. Tliat you must see to 
and have well arranged, taking such a circuit as to give ample space 
for your flank pickets to notify you of danger. Gregg is said to be 
near the Weldon railroad, llis exa(*t ])osition shouhl be ascertained 
and the troops left upon your iiresent line should close upon him ami 
watch him closely. I can mov<‘ two brigades ol* infantry down the 
plank road behind Deal ing. Let your movement depend uiion the 
report of your scouts, and let me know your route, f^hould time 
permit, a personal conference would be more satislactory. 

Very truly, 


R. E. LEE, 

General. 


TJeapqitarterb, 
Peiershiirg, September JO, 1864. 

[Governor Vanoe:] 

Governor: Your letter of the 5th instant has been received. I am 
much gratified at your readiness and ability to render all the aid iu your 
power iu the defense of Wilmington. Of the former I never doubted, and 
think by combining <all the forces of the Oonlederate and State Govern- 
ments the security of the city may lie insured. Your suggestions touch- 
ing its defense have been in a measure autieipated. General Beauregard 
is now there with a view of examining into its d(^lens(\s, armament, and 
garrison. One of the objects of his visit is to see whether a portion of 
the latter cannot be repla(‘cd liy tro<)])s of experience, &(‘. It is uncer- 
tain yet whether the enemy will attack Oharlestou or Wilmington, but 
it is my desire to give to General Beauregard the defense of whichever 
place may be attacked. I hope nothing may prevent, his services being 
thus apiffied. As soon as I receive an answer to my dispatch as to the 
number of arms you require for your Ktate for(‘c I wdll endeavor to 
furnish them. Please state to what i)oint tliey must be sent. The pros- 
pect of peace and independence depends very mu(*.h upon the su(i(*ess 
of this campaign. 1 need not, therefore, inform Your Excellency ol‘ the 
importance of bringing and maintaining in the lield all our available 
force. The life and safety of the i) 00 ])le dmnand it. 

1 am, with great respe<*t, Your Excellency’s obedient S(u‘vaut, 

It. E. LEE, 

OentraL 


Headquarters Army oe NTorthern Virginia, 

September 10, 1864. 

General G. E. Ptokett: 

General Lee requests that the 3-inch gun that was to have been put 
iu battery last night to fire on the Yankee tower by Gaptaiu Stuart 
open fire on the tower as soon as possible. 

W. H. STEVENS, 

Brigadier-Omeral and, Chief Engineer. 
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GtEneral Beaureg-ard's Headquarters, 

September 10^ 1864. 

Capt. W. D. Stuart, 

C. 8. Ungineers^ General JPiclceWs Headquarters : 

I will be up to-iuorrow to arrange about the change of guns Major 
Smith proposes. General Lee ai)proves the plan. Meet me at Dan toi- 
ler’s between 9 and 10 a. in. 

W. H. STEVENS, 

Chief Engineer. 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern rirpiniaf Crencral Robert E. Lee 
commanding j for September 10 ^ 1864. 
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1 

9J 

BO 
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CoinmiUul 

tr 

O 

d 

Ph 

lO 
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bC 

1 
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00 

IS.O 

§1 

fcO 

<1 

(S a; 

P 

U 

<1 

First Anuy Corps (AntUi on) 

StsJ.il 

11 


11 

11 


Pickett’s division j 

Field’s division 

Kershaw’s division w 

«U5 

110 

4, 542 
4, 040 

6,031 
5, 638 

11, 270 
12,251 

6, 007 
5, 610 






Total 

840 

8, 588 

1 11,680 

23, 535 

11, 517 



Second Army Corps (Early) : 

17 


17 

19 

17 

Breckinridge’s division 

230 

2, i72 

2,919 

7, 771 
10, 018 
18, 502 
9, 570 
1, 377 

2, 832 
4, 165 

Kodcs’ division 

349 

3,214 
2, 690 

4 ; 401 
3, 461 
2, 716 


205 

3, 339 
2. 512 
979 


213 

2 . 010 

Carter’s artillery - 

49 

'818 

■ 993 


Total 

1 150 

10, 934 

14,507 

53, 317 

13,844 


Third Army Corps (Hill) ; 

Stall......... 

10 


1C 

17 

15 

Heth’s division 

354 

4, 169 
4,120 
4, 211 
145 

5, 431 

15, 444 
15,258 
14, 157 
260 

5, 273 
5, 876 
5, 281 
178 

Malione’s division 

3G0 

5 ; 951 
5,609 
175 

Wilcox’s division ' 

389 

Filth Alahaina liatt.ilion 

14 



Total - 

1, 133 

12, 635 

17, 182 

45, 142 

16. 623 



Cavalry Corps (Hampton) • 

' 

12 


12 

12 


rr . ' ‘ '.’**• 

100 

2, 736 

3, 895 

10, 035 

3, 758 

: : . . i) 

. 1.. 1 . JL> V. k, ■ »uoii. ....... 

151 

2, 545 

3, 257 

6, 399 

3, 163 

Lomax’s division 

390 

31215 

4 ; 142 
269 

6, 380 

3, 967 

IhfVsr ■"/ ...................................... 

10 

225 

391 

314 

I)« .V ir ■ Mdo 

88 

1,430 

1, 820 

2, 538 

1,778 


Total 

863 

10, 151 

13, 395 

25, 755 

12, 980 



Artillery Corps (Pendleton) ; 

stall’ 

4 

10 

14 * 

19 


Artillery First Corps 

74 

1, 463 
1,820 
289 

1,744 
2, 337 
376 

2,470 
3, 389 
564 

1, 761 
2, 347 
306 

Artillery Tliir<i Corp^i 

103 

Hardaway’s batt«ilioii, Second Corps.... - 

17 

Department of Kortb Carolina and Southern Vir- 
ginia, 

55 

904 

1,138 

1,629 



Total 

253 

4, 480 

5, 609 

8, 071 

4, 474 


Grand total ...... 

'~47^1 

46,794 

1 ^37? 

155,820 

” 59 , 4 S 



a K 0 rt^port, h Dtitached. 
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Strength of the foiren of infantry and artillery t^tafioned near Pcternhuvi/y Va,, General 
G, 2\ Beauregard commanding, September It), ISOJj an nhown by inepection repm'U, 


Troo])*?. 

Aggregate 
present 
for duty. 

1 

l.OtiK 

1 722 

851 

701 

1 

, .."1 .. 
piesimt. 

4 

1, t85 
2,272 

1,533 

1, 182 

j;i i Al ;ii i 

and absent. 

5 

2,910 
3, 726 

3, 021 

2, 893 

Present 
etrecti\e for 
tlie litdtl. 

Pu'ces of 
ai'tilhu'y. 

Jolitmoii’s division (Jolmsoii) : 

St.itl* 



• ■ 1 ■ ‘ ‘ ' (Grade)' 

i' ! ^ ■ ' biigadc 

Elliott’s (South Carolina) brig^ulc 
a:... . ■ . 

^ brigade (Goode) -- 

1, 072 

1, 575 

815 

832 


4,249 

6,476 

12, 585 

4, 294 

18 

1,121 

1 1. 630 

1,4.59 
1, 310 


Holco’s division (Holeo) : | 

vjj ,, ir 

L 1 a.i - ( I ■ _ 

Me!!'- 

Col<initt’8 . , 

Hagood’sb . . 

'Potal 


i 

824 
1,170 
1, 459 

! 820 

18 

1, 120 
1,630 
1,787 
1,310 

21 
3, 021 
2, 808 
2, 826 
3, 884 

4^ 297" 

5,865 ' 

12, 5(J0 

5 

487 

504 

391 

248 

f>, 538 

ArtUle:^ (Jones) ; 


5 

296 

301 

206 

159 

5 

339 

340 
247 
193 

5 

296 

801 

206 

159 

Read’s battalion fl 

Moseley’s battalion b 

Coit’s battalion c 

Boggs’ battalion d 

Total 

16 

14 

11 

8 

967 

1, 130 

1,655 

967 

49 

Grand total 

9, 013 

liriTT 

26, 780 

10, 799 

/f ro- ^ II , . Af 

Af. - 

• " , 

.'M I companies. 



M - .-’s 

^ ■!. V 

companies. 


<• Cw ■ ', J 'Jl.'O ■■ '( 

IN -•..•*1 - : • 

•! _ , 

• ... .es. 
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Absiract from return of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina and 
Southern Virginia, Brig, Gen, Henry A. IVlHe commanding, for September XO, 1864, 


Coxuniaxid. 


State 

Uolcoinbo Lej*ioii 

C, S. iCoujivo mttalion , 
18tii 

Virginia lie8<‘rv(.*8 


Hood’s battalion oporativos 

irobHon’s company socond-elasw militia,. 

44 tU Virginia Battalion 

Virginia Reserves 

Total infantry 

Scctior Mvail .r , bat t cry 

I ’ H,62(1 Georgia 

Total light artillery 


— 1 

Officers. 1 1 

t B*® 

Dili for 
ity. 

i 

Effective total pres- ] 
ent. 1 

Aggregate present. | 

Aggregate present ' 
and absent. j 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 
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of V 

S 

§ 

§ 
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yar. 

d 

4 

' 10 

10 

14 

15 








25 

413 

436 

406" 

~ 614 


lo" 

~ ?1 

0 

32 

35 

50 

73 


13 

198 

206 

o/);t 

296 




11 

135 

170 

199 

378 



3 

19 

324 

356 

388 

342 

988 



23 

262 

295 

419 




12 

58 

64 

105 

320 




11 

1,35 

144 

171 

284 

167 







4 

35 

35 

47 

49 




11 

167 

172 

200 

288 


i 

0 
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1,759 

38 

1,919 

2, 221 

3, il06 

48 


u 

HO 

■'"f! 

41 

47 



2 



28 

30 

34 

181 

3 





4 1 

CO 

71 

81 
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9 
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Jhstracf from refaru of ihe Firnt Military District, Department of JSForih Carolina and 
J^Souihcrn Virginia, tfc. — Continued. 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

Effective total pres- 
ent. 

1 § 

ft 

<U 

bf 

1 

103 

109 

n 

$ 

CL H 

d, 

03 

bit 

i 2 r> 

117 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 

Prisoners 
of -war. 

Officers. 

s 

i 

% 

Men 

Detaoliment 34th Virginia Infantry 

Dotacliment 10th North Carolina Artil- 
lery. 

Total heavy artillery 

Signal cori>s 

3 

4 

84 

80 

00 

104 


2 

7 

173 

194 

212 

242 

... 


2 

6 

lIT 

148 

156" 

239 


1 

21 

Grand total 


159 

Tlio" 

2,342 

2,684 


* 
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Fj tract from morning report of Foague's artHlei'y battalion, September 10, 1864, 


Battery. 

Present. 

Absent sick. 

2 

a; 

u 

e 

o 

00 00 
u 

as 

af 

V ® 

d g 
o.S 

Enlisted men. 

1 

Total. 

Richards’ battery 

2 

6 

45 

in 

77 

19 

OTohnston’s battery 

2 

4 

29 

35 

74 

27 

Williams’ battery 

1 

9 

44 

18 

84 

17 

ITtterbaolc’s battery 

2 

10 

28 

9 

55 

20 

1‘ouick’s battery 

3 

8 

37 

30 

78 

14 

Total 

10 

1 37 

183 

111 

3G8 

97 


Petersburo, Sejptember 11^ 186L 

General G. T. Beaui^eoard, 

Wilmington: 

About 3 a. m. yesterday enemy broke this line in front of Hill’s corps. 
It was soon restored. Slight casualties in Hoke’s and Johnson’s [divis- 
ions]. Three killed and 10 wounded. 

GEOBGB WM. BEENT, 
Colonel and Ahsistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Army oe Northern Virginia, 

/September 12^ 1864, 

lion. Secretary of War, 

Eichmond : 


Sir : I have the honor to report that General Kemper, in a recent 
letter as to the available strength of the reserve force of Virginia, 
mentions that numerous details are being made from that class of 
clerks, guards, agents, employes, and laborers in the quartermaster’s, 
commissary of subsistence, and ordnance departments. If these details 
reheye able-bodied men for field service, I think the substitution very 
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desirable, but if they only increase the miinber of men now eiuidoyed 
by those departments it should by all means be ibrbidden. I respe(‘t- 
fully ask that you will cause inquiry to be made on the subJ(H‘t, and if 
tlie case be as I suppose prohibit the continuance of the systeju. 1 
would also ask that where such additional details have been made 
they be revoked, or that some able bodied men in the oOice where they 
exivst be sent to the army in lieu of the detailed reserve, if the laltcn* is 
competent to })erforni the office duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ll. K. LEh], 

OcneraL 


I Imloisomoiit | 


Heptember U, 1<SG1. 

Noted. The details referred to are intended to substitute able bodied 
men and are in conformity with the law directing d(‘tails to be nuxde 
preferably from the infirm and i*cserve classes. Lnstrin'tions have been 
given and will be renewed in consonan(*e with (leneral Lee’s vi<^ws. 

J. A. kSIEDDONI, 

tUvvrviary, 


WiLMiNCProN, i^epfember 180 L 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General^ liiolmond^ Va.: 

Everything here is in as good condition as means and (finjumstanoes 
will permit. Practical artillerists and proper infantry supports tire 
most needed at present. I will leave here on Wednesday on my return 
to Petersburg, via Danville. 

G. T. r>EAlTinO(5AP]). 


[Iiidoisc tiuiil 1 


KespectMly I'eferred to (reii<‘ral 

JOHN W. IIIHLY, 
Major and Ansiniunt AdJuiant-OeneraL 


rETKitKiJUiKi, t^i'Tpimher l;.‘, imi. 

General G. T. BbaueeGtAKD, 

Wilmington, N. (L: 

Unusual qniet. Yesterday 3 killed and 2 wounded in Hk* irenelies. 

GEORGE WM. 15 RENT, 
Colonel and Assintant Adjutant (Seneral. 


HEADCitTAIlTKKS HAMPTON’S CAT ALKY GottPS, 

BeptemlxT 13, 

Maj. H. B. McClellan, 

Assistant A dj tit a nt- Genera I : 

Major: In accordance with the instructions of Gie commanding 
general. I have the honor to apply for the detail of forty men and two 
commissioned officers from General Butler’s division and the same from 
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General William Lee’s division. This detachment will be furnished by 
me with the necessary tools, they will be armed with pistols only, and 
will serve during the contemplated movement of the cavalry as a 
mounted engineer troop, under my direction. 1 would designate Lieu- 
tenant Johnson, Company A, Fourth South Carolina Eegiment, an& 
Lieutenant Banskett, Sixth South Carolina Eegiment, as suitable officers 
to take charge of the detail from General Butler’s division. This detail 
will be furnislied with tools as soon as it reports to me at these head- 
quarters. The detail from General William Lee’s division will report 
at General William Lee’s headquarters to Lieut. F. Eobertson, engineer 
officer, to whom 1 will forward instructions to furnish tools, &c. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. F. LANNEAU, 

Lieutenant and Engineer Officer^ Ram])ton^s Gorjgs. 

N, B. — It is desirable that the details should be made up as far as 
practicable of men accustomed to the use of the ax. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Tnsp. General’s Office, 

Nfo. 219. ) Riclmond^ Sei^tember 15^ 1864, 

1. Tlie several assistant quartermasters now on duty with regiments 
or battalions of infantry belonging to the First, Second, and Third 
Corx^s, of the Army of N'orthern Virginia, are relieved from duty with 
their respective coinmands, as contemplalcd in the second sectio i of 
the Act of Congress approved June 14, 1804 (INo. 14, General Orders, 
No. 53, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Ollice, current series), and 
the following-named officers now serving with said army are re assigned 
to duty as hereinafter indicated: 

Army headquarters: Lieut. Col. J. L. Corley, chief quartermaster, 
Army of Northern Virginia^ IMaj. A. L. Land, assistant to chief quarter- 
master, Army of Northern Tirginiaj Maj. John A* Harman, forage 
quartermaster. Army of Northern Virginia Capt. A. M. Gaiber, assist- 
ant quartermaster, assistant to forage quartermaster. Army of North- 
ern Virginia; Capts. John M. Allen, John Glaize, E. S. Bell, assistants 
to forage quartermaster^ Army of Northern Virginia; Maj. E. H. Jan- 
ney, issuing quartermaster, Army of Northern Virginia; Capt. W. M. 
Cary, assistant to issuing quartermaster. Army of Northern Virginia; 
Capt. G. W. Shell, in charge of army supply train; Capt. W, C. Mar- 
row, paymaster; Capt. S. M. Somers, in charge of army ordnance train ; 
Capt. J. T. Bernard, in charge of army ambulance train; Capts. George 
S. Thompson, W. F. Thomas, de])ot quartermasters. 

Cavalry headquarters: Maj. N. E. Fitzhugh, quartermaster; Capt. 
J. M. Hanger, in charge of property. 

First Corps head<iuarters : Maj. E. Taylor, corps quartermaster; 
Capt. F. Fotts, coips paymaster; Capts. J. C. Maben, James P. 
Phillii)s, assistants to cor])S quartermaster: Capt. W. T. Meade, in 
charge of ordnance train; Capt. E. B. Moon, Fifty-third Virginia Eegi- 
meut, medical and ambulance train. 

Pickett’s division headquarters: Capt. A. W. Williams, assistant 
quartermaster, paymaster; Capt. J. H. Uolt, assistant to division quar- 
termaster; Capt. David Meade, division commissary train; Capt. T. P. 
Wallace, Thirteenth Virginia Eegiment, division ordnance train. 

Field’s division headquarters: Maj. II. C. Deshields, division quarter- 
master; Capt. J. W. McLui'e, Palmetto Sharpshooters, property quar- 
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tcrmaster; Capt. T. Y. Sanford, Forty-seventli Virginia Ue^j^iiuont, 
payniasterj Oapt. J. N, Crockett, Fiftli Soutli Carolina Eeglinont, 
division commissary train,- Capt. E, A. Wilcox, Eighth Georgia Eegi- 
mcnt, division ordnance train. 

Kershaw’s division headquarters: Alaj. W. D. Pe(*k, division quar- 
termaster; Capt. Cir. T. AIcGelu^e, Twenty-first Mississi])pi l^egiinent, 
assistant to division quartermaster; Capt. J. J. Villepigue, Second 
South Carolina Eegiineut, paymaster; Capt. M. J. Atkins, Eifty-first 
Georgia Eegiinent, division ordnance train; Capt. Prank Lumi)kin, 
Cobh’s Georgia Legion, division commissary train. 

Second Corps head<iuarters : Maj. John 1). lingers, corps cpiarter- 
master; Capt. A. Martin, assistant quarter in a st(U', Thirty-third Vir- 
ginia liegimeiit, in (jharge of stores ; Capt. John Preston, Thirty-seventh 
Virginia Itcgiment, in charge of ambulance train; Capt. A. Elhart, 
l)aymaster. 

Gordon’s division: Maj. G. D. Mercer, division quartermaster; Capt. 
J. D. Brooks, assistant quartermaster, ihfth Virginia licgiment, assivst- 
ant division quartermaster; Capt. C. White, assistant quartermaster, 
Poi'ty-fourth Virginia Regiment, assistant division quartermaster; Capt. 
0. G. Merritt, assistant quartermaster. Twenty-fifth Virginia Regiment, 
in charge commissary train ; Capt. A. S. Stonebreaker, Second Virginia 
Regiment, in charge ordnance train. 

Evans’ brigade: Maj. James Bruce, brigade quartermaster; Capt. Ker. 
Boyce, assistant quartermaster, Twelfth Georgia Battalion, assistant to 
brigade quartermaster; Oapt. W. H. Stiles, Jr., assistant quartermaster. 
Sixtieth Georgia Regiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Terry’s brigade: Capt. R. L. Francisco, assistant quartermaster, 
Fourth Virginia Regiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Oa])t. 
G. P. Persnigerj assistant (iiiartermaster, Twenty- seventh Virginia 
Regiment, assistant to brigade (luartermaster. 

York’s brigade: Maj. Francis Rawle, brigade^ quartermaster; (’apt, 
James Buckner, assistant (iiiartermaster, Tenth Louisiana Regiment, 
assistant to brigade (luartermaster; Capt. W. J. Ilnglies, assistant 
quartermaster, Ninth Louisiana Regiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster. 

Eodes’ division : Maj. NT. M. Tanner, division <iuartermast(n‘; (’a])t. 
J. B. Burwell, Fifty-tliird Nortli Carolina Regiment, assistant to divis- 
ion quartermaster; Cai)t. R. F. Laugdon, Tliird Nortli Carolina Regi- 
ment, in charge ordnance train; Capt. W. »K Ncary, Forty-lburth 
Georgia Regiment, in charge commissary train. 

Boles’ brigad(y. Maj, 11. K. Baniel, brigade*, quartermaster; (hipt. 
Howard Tinsley, Fourth Georgia Regiment, assistant to brigade (piar- 
termaster; Oapt. A. S, Reid, Twelfth Georgia Regiment, assistant to 
brigade quartermaster. 

Cox’s brigade: Maj. B. B. Williams, brigade quartermaster. 

Battle’s brigade ; Maj. J. 0. Bryan, brigade quartermaster; Ca]>t. 
n. A. Haralson, Sixth Alabama Regiment, assistant to brigades (luar- 
tennaster. 

Grimes’ brigade: Capt. J. L. Frensley, assistant (piartermaster, 
Tliirty-sccoiul North Carolina, a(‘ting brigade*, (puirtennaster; Capt. 
J. B. Stafibrd, assistant (iiuirternuiwster, Forty- third North Carolina, 
assistant to brigade (piartermaster; Capt. Prior Reynolds, assistant 
quartermaster, Forty-fifth North Carolina, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster. 

Rainscur’s division : Maj. C. E. Snodgrass, division (iuavtcrmast.er; 
Capt. V. E. Tiumor, Twenty- third North Carolina, assistant to division 
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quartermaster ; Gapt. W. G. Mclireely, Fifty-seventli ^^Tortli Carolina, 
assistant to division quartermaster; Gapt. J. E. Yogler, Twenty-first 
North Carolina, in charge commissary train. 

Johnston’s brigade: Maj. W. M. Payne, brigade quartermaster; Gapt. 
E. S. Harris, assistant quartermaster. Twentieth North Carolina, assist- 
ant to brigade quai'termaster; Gapt. J. S. Northington, Twelfth North 
Carolina, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Pegra Ill’s brigade: Map J. W. Bell, brigade quartermaster; Gapt. J. 
II. Baughan, Thirteenth Vii*ginia, assistant to brigade quartermaster; 
Gapt. George M. Cochran, jr.. Fifty-second [Virginia], assistant to bri- 
gade quartermaster. 

Hoke’s brigade: Gapt. T. H, Brame, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master. 

Third Corps headquarters: Maj. J. G. Field, corps quartermaster; 
Gapt. AV, S. P. Mayo, paymaster; Gapt. John Lightfoot, reserve ord- 
nance train; Gapt. J. 1). AVilder, Twenty-second North Carolina Eegi- 
nient, assistant to corps quartermaster; Gapt. John AVhitchard, Tenth 
(Sroorgia Battalion, medical and ambulance train. 

Heth’s diviwsion headquarters: Gapt. J. F. Gage, in charge commis- 
wsarv train; Gapt. E. P. McClain, paymaster. Seventh Tennessee llegi- 
ment; Gapt. AV. II. Brannon, First Tennessee Eegiment, assistant to 
division quartermaster; Gapt. J. J. Thomas, Forty-seventh North Car- 
olina Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster. 

Anderson’s division headquarters: Maj. J. A. Johnston, division 
quartermaster; Gapt. 11. J. Stone, paymaster; Gapt. J. L. Briscoe, in 
charge commissary train; Gapt. O. H. P. Gorprew, Sixth Virginia 
Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster; Gapt. E. G. Osborne, 
Twelfth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster. 

AVilcox’s division aeadquarters : Maj. N. E. Scales, division quarter- 
master; Gapt. E. M. .Oates, in charge of commissary train ; Gapt. 0. D. 
Hill, Thirteenth North Carolina Eifles, paymaster; Gapt. E. W. Gail- 
lard, Twelfth South Carolina Eegiment ; Gapt. J. M. Tateau charge 
of ordnance train, 

Ilunton’s brigade: Maj. George T. Jones, brigade quartermaster; 
Gapt. S. G. Price, Nineteenth Virginia, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master. 

Barton’s bi’igade: Maj. B. S. Thompson, brigade quartermaster; 
Oapt.’J. Compton, Nineteenth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade 
<]uartcrmaster; Gapt. J. T. Averett, Thirty-eighth Virginia Eegiment, 
assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Kemper’s brigade: Maj. N. AV. Orisler, brigade quartermaster; Gapt. 
E. G. Woods, Twenty-fourth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade 
(piartermaster; Gapt. Cameron L. Thompson, Fifty-second Georgia, 
assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Corse’s brigade: Maj. E. H. Turner, brigade quartermaster; Gapt. W. 
0. N. Carr, Fifteenth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master; Gapt. T. P, McGaudlish, Thirty-second Virginia Eegiment, 
assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Anderson’s brigade: Maj. Josephus Guthrie, brigade quartermaster; 
Gapt. E. K. Holliday, Seventh Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade 
quartermaster; Gapt. J. W. Sutlive, Ninth Georgia Eegiment, assistant 
to brigade quartermaster, 

Benning's brigade: Maj. W. E. Bird, brigade quartermaster; Gapt. 
A. C. Norton, Twentieth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster; Gapt. H. W. Forbes, Fifteenth Georgia Eegiment, assistant 
^ brigade quartermaster. 

70 R R— VOL XLII, PT II 

V ' 



1250 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Law^s brigade: Maj. W. H. Scruggs, brigade quarterpiasterj Capt. 
Robert Lapsley, Forty- fourth Alabama, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master; Oapt. J. "VV. Hudson, Fourth Alabama, assistant to brigade 
quartermaster.* 

Bratton’s brigade: Maj. W. 11. Quincy, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
J. L. Agurs, Sixth South Carolioa Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster; Capt. W. L. Shoup, Second South Carolina Eegiment, 
assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

(?regg'’s brigade: Maj. J. H. Littlefield, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
W. N. Xorwood, Fifth Texas Eegiment, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master; Capt. J. A. Eust, Third Arkansas Eegiment, assistant to 
brigade quartermaster. 

Woftbrd’s brigade: Oapt. A. S. Turner, Twenty-foui'th Georgia Eeg- 
iment, assistant to biigade quartermaster. 

Kershaw’s brigade: Oapt. J. M. Henegan, Eighth South Carolina 
Eegiment", assistant to brigade quartermaster; Oapt. T. W. Wood- 
wai’d, Twentieth South Carolina Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster. 

Bryan’s brigade: Maj. L. S. McGuire, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
W. H. Briggs, Fiftieth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster; Capt. J. ]Vr. Ponder, Fifty -third Georgia Eegiment, assist- 
ant to brigade quartermaster. 

Humphreys’ brigade: Maj. P. M. Doherty, brigade quartermaster; 
Oapt. Samuel Frank, Seventh Mississippi Eegiment, assistant to bri- 
gade quartermaster; Oapt. J. H. Turner, Thirteenth Mississippi Eegi- 
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Mahone’s brigade: Oapt. George J. Rogers, Forty-first Yir^nia 
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Oapt. A. B. Etheridge, 
Sixty-first Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Perrin’s brigade: Maj. J. G. Pierce, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
E. E. Peabody, Sixty-fourth Georgia Regiment, assistant to brigade 
quartermaster; Oapt. J. J. Harris, Fourteenth Alabama Eegiment, 
assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Wright’s brigade: Maj. E. L. McWhorter, brigade quartermaster; 
Oapt. J. L. Keith, Twenty-second Georgia Eegiment, assistant to bri- 
gade quartermaster; Oapt. G. W. Evans, Forty-eighth Georgia Eegi- 
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Finegan’s and Perry’s brigade: Maj. D. W. Hinkle, brigade quar- 
termaster; Capt. F. 0. Sollee, First Florida Eegiment, assistant to 
brigade quartermaster; Oapt. J. H. Johnson, Second Florida Eegi- 
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Scales’ brigade: Maj. A. H. Galloway, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
J. W. Clarke, Thirty-fourth North Carolina Regiment, assistant to bri- 
gade quartermaster; Capt. J. S. McElroy, Sixteenth North Carolina 
Regiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Thomas’ brigade: Maj. E. T. Taylor, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
J. T. Brown, Forty-fifth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster, 

Harris’ brigade: Maj. H. J. Hearsey, brigade quartermaster; Oapt. 
D. W. Ducie, Sixteenth Mississippi Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster; Oapt. A. T. Owens, Nineteenth Mississippi Eegiment, assist- 
ant to brigade quartermaster. 

Lane’s brigade: Maj. E. W. Herndon, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
A. D. Cazeaux, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. E. Sud- 
derth, Thirty-third North Carolina, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 
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McGowan’s brigade: Maj. H. Hammond, brigade quartermaster,- 
Gapt. R. L. McOaugbriii, Fourteentb South Carolina, assistant to bri- 
gade quartmmiasterj Gapt. E. E. B. Hewetson, First South Carolina, 
assistant to"l)rigade quartermaster, 

Kirkland’s brigade: Maj. G. P. Collins, brigade quartermaster; Gapt, 
J. J. Young, Twenty-sixth JSToith Carolina Eegimeiit, assistant to bri- 
gade quartermaster; Capt. John Gatlin, Fifty-second Korth Carolina 
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster. 

Cooke’s brigade: Maj. B. M. Braxton, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 
C. H. Thomas, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. W. White, 
Twenty-seventh North Carolina Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster. 

Davis’ brigade; Major J. S. Eeid, brigade quartermaster; Capt. L. P. 
Cooper, Forty-second Mississippi Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar- 
termaster; Capt. S. Owens, Eleventh Mississippi Eegiment, assistant 
to brigade quartermaster. 

Archer’s brigade: Capt. A. J. Allensworth, Fourteenth Tennessee, 
asvsistant to brigade quartermaster; Cajit. W. O. Haggerty, Thirteenth 
Tennessee, assistant to brigade {Quartermaster. 

Walker’s brigade: Maj. J. D. Keiley, jr., brigade quartermaster; 
Maj. J. L. Powers, Twenty-second Virginia Eegiment. 

**•»■*. jt- * # 

XVin. Authority is hereby granted Maj. W. S. Basinger, command- 
ing, &c., atMattoax, to impress 100 slaves from the county of Amelia, 
Va., for labor on the works now in course of construction at Flat Creek 
and Mattoax Stations. In making the impressments a care should be 
had that those who have heretofore furnished slaves should, as a gen- 
eral rule, be passed over, in order that the burden may fall on all alike. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 

Assi sfa nt Ad jutant- Hen era L 


PETERSBuna, /September 15^ 1S64, 

General J. A. Walker, 

BurJceville : 

The enemy seems to be moving. Instruct your commanders at bridges 
to be on the alert. 

GEORGE WM. BRENT, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- OeneraL 


PETERSBTJRa, September 15^ 186 i. 

(Received at Stony Creek.) 

Capt. A. B. WOODRTTEF, 

Commanding : 

Be on the alert and jirepared. Enemy is moving in some direction* 

HENRY A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Special OEDEBa, ] Adjt. and Insp. Geneeal’s Office, 

No. 220. j Richmond, September 16, 1H64. 

******* 

XIII, Col. E. C. Trigg, of Fiffcy-fourtli Eegimeiit Yirginia Yolnnteers, 
will j whilst onfiirlougb, collect the deserters and absentees without leave 
from his command and employ them for the dispersion and arrest of 
deserters and disaffected persons said to be banded in his vicinity, and 
after such serAuce to return his men to their conimaiul. 

* X X- K: » 

XYI. Capt. James Boyd, of Company A, Twenty-fifth Begiment Yir- 
ginia Yolunteei s, will proceed to Northwestern Yirginia, witliin the J 

enemy’s lines, and recruit men to fill up his company, and also bring 
out any deserters and absentees to their pi oper commands, and recruit 
for any other companies in the field. 

X* # X- * -X :K. 

XXI, Col. Eobert Tan sill. Provisional Army, C. S., is assigned to duty 
as inspector-general in the District of Y^ilmingtou, Department of North 
Carolina and Southern Yirginia, and will report to Maj. Cen, W. H. 0. 

'Whiting, commanding, &c., Wilmington, N. C. 

* -X- # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHBES, 

Assistant Adj uta nt- Genera 1, 


Headquarters AR:vtY of Northern Yirginia, 

8ejf)temher 10, 1864, 

Governor Z. B. Yance, 

Baleigli, X, C, : 

Twenty-six hundred muskets have been sent to you, and orders have 
been issued for 400 to be sent from Salisbury. 

E, E. LEE, 

General, 


« 

Headquarters Army of Northern Yirginia, 

September 16, 1864, 

J. L. Morrow, 

Asst, Supt, Richmond and Danville Railroad, Richmond, Va, : 
Movement of enemy yesterday was but a reconnaissance. Our entire 
picket-line was re-established. At present no indications of any move 
toward your road. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

Petersburg, Va,, September 16, 1864, 

Col. George Wm. Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Colonel: I would respectfully suggest that for the future it maybe 
best to place either Hoke’s division or mine in reserve and permit our 
whole line to be occupied by one division as at present. This arrange- ^ 
ment will enable us at aU times to bring a heavy force to bear on any 
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point tliat may be assailed, -wbile, under ordinary circumstances, one 
division will be sufficient to bold the line. I have one regiment nowin 
reserve in rear of Colquitt’s salient. The only addition which will per- 
haps seem desirable will be a reserve in rear of Elliott’s salient. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

E. E. JOHlSrSOE", 

Major- General, 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington^ K, 0., Sej^temher 16, 1864, 

General Gilmer: 

General : You can chiefly aid me now in increasing and maintaining 
a large and constant supply of labor. My laboring force is entirely in- 
adequate for the great demand upon it. I should also like you to push 
forward to completion as rapidly as possible the galvanic submarine 
batteries which ought to be down complete now. I have the insulated 
wire. This matter, however, is, I believe, in the hands of the IjTavy, At 
any rate you can urge prompt action. But, especially, I hope you will 
urge and constantly call the attention of the War Department to the 
necessity of the presence of a strong supporting force. This 1 main- 
tain to be needed at all times to prevent surpiise, much more so when 
it is supposed the enemy mean to attack. The whole system of defense 
adopted here is predicated entirely on the presence of a movable force 
or army corps. The enemy have too many lines of attack open to 
make self-sustaining forts of much avail. The difterent routes or lines 
of attack he may probably adopt have all been discussed and repre- 
sented to the War Department. Those to which you call attention are 
those which especially demonstrate the absolute need of infantry sup- 
port. It will not be enough to be sure that Caswell or Fisher or Smith’s 
Island are secure against a sudden dash or the passage of the enemy’s 
fleets. The enemy must not be allowed to make a lodgment. At 
Piney Point I prefer to establish lines and station a brigade to putting 
up a fort, which could readily be turned, and for which I have neither 
the guns nor crew. The presence of a strong force there would make 
laud operations against Fort Caswell very hazardous for the enemy. 
But the force is necessary. At present I have but GOO men on the 
whole of Oak Island, yet the garrison of Campbell and CasweU should 
be 800 each, besides the brigade required for support at Piney Point. 
So on Smith’s Island the force should be increased to 2,500, at Fort 
Fisher to 2,200. The proper disposition, then, of the supporting army 
would be a brigade at the head of the sound, occupying the strong posi- 
tion from Gatlin’s battery across to the Sugar Loaf; a &igade at Smith- 
ville or Piney Point, and three brigades, the main body or reserve, on 
the sound between Wrightsvflle and Whisky Creek. By waiting until 
after the enemy has chosen his point of attack and made good his foot- 
hold, great disaster may occur; much hard work and more men are 
certain to be needed. 

In these views and the system of defense General Beauregard agrees. 
The only difficulty in the iiressure upon us is everywhere ffir men. It 
is for the Department to weigh the relative importance of different 
positions. One thing I beg leave to urge: Let not this defense be 
intrusted to reserves at all. One veteran soldier will be worth a halC 
dozen. If it is considered essential to save this place, on all accounts 
let old regiments come here. The defenders here must go through an 
ordeal that only old soldiers can stand, and it must be remembered 
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that the garrisons here have never been in action. The re-enforcenients 
or supporting corps ought surely to be soldiers. I beg you -will urge 
these considerations. I have written so much and called attention so 
frequently to the defense of this place, its wants and difficulties, that 
I fear my views are not considered, or regarded as those of an alarm- 
ist. Considerations from an independent source may meet with more 
attention. However that may be, they are correct, and time will show it. 

With regard to the two lines of attack you present, the line by 
Lockwood’s Folly and Oak Island makes an increased force here indis- 
pensable, and it should be ready to o])erate before the landing is 
effected. Manifestly, the garrisons of Caswell and Campbell, even if 
they were sufficiently strong, could not be taken away to operate 
against their advance. On Smith’s Island the lines are very strong, 
but the force is entirely inadequate to so extensive a position. I regard 
it as the key of the hai^bor. It shall be" re-enforced at once. For the 
sound, the northerly attack, the disposition above indicated of troops 
near Masonborough is the only one I know of to be effective. The 
points of lanffing are so numerous that we cannot provide the whole coast 
with artillery defenses. We can only hold men and light batteries in 
hand for action, and for this must have the men and batteries 5 that is 
all, and these I have not got. Against the road approaches I have 
strong lines on the Sound and Holly Shelter roads, to which I could 
throw my forces. But the defenses of the city are useless, except as 
against a raid or sudden cavalry attack. When the city is approached 
by a force which could compel my troops to fall back upon it the har- 
lK)r is gone beyond peradventure, for any such movement gives the 
enemy the peninsula between this and Fort Fisher, and, of course, pos- 
session of the river. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITINTG, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington^ September KJj 1864, 
Brig. Gen. L. Hubert, Commanding^ Smitliville: 

]My Dear General : I send you a letter* of General Gilmer on which 
I would like to have yom* views. I have answered it myself, but I 
should like to forward something from you; you know my opinions 
pretty well and the absolute necessity of a sympathizing friend when it 
should be posted. All the suggestions about obstacles, self-sustaining 
works, &c., will effect nothing, even if caa-ried out without troops. We 
have no troops to man any more works, not enough for those we have 
built. Infantry lines, light batteries, and a brigade are better at Piney 
Point than any fort. With the strong lines on Smith’s Island the same 
may be said. My position of a brigade between the Sugar Loaf and 
Gatlin for the support of Fivsher and those between Wrightsville and 
Whisky Greek is better than any other obstacle. When the enemy 
advance with a force onto the city, and compels me to fall back into the 
town, the h arbor is lost beyond peradventure. But take Gilmer’s letter, 
analyze it your own way, bring forward your own views, and let me send 
them on. Gen eral Beauregard agrees with me. The more we can bring 
to bear the better our chance for improvements. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITmG, 

Major- General, 


Not found. 
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nEADQFARTBRS, 
WUminqton. Septeiyiher 16. 1864. 

[Ool. D. MoEae:] 

I have read with surprise youi editorial upon a communication pub- 
lished in the Kew York Times advocating an early attack on Wilming- 
ton. Surprise, not at its evident reflections on myself, for I have learned 
that members of the press in general show but little care as to the eflect 
of their articles on the reputation of individuals, who, in a public posi- 
tion, may be the subjects of discussion, but that you should publish an 
article which will tend to weaken the defense of this important place. 
I am sure you have had no such intention, but you are of influence in 
the State, politically, socially, and in your present position; you have 
been a soldier, and a brave and gallant one, as I have often borne wit- 
ness. As such, I ask you frankly: Ought you not to have informed 
yourself as to what I have done already for the defense of Wilmington 
and what is being done before you indicated to the people your want of 
confldeiice in me and so weakened greatly my position as commanding 
general ? The matter is one of the greatest importance. You and every 
NTorth Carolinian and every Southron are interested, and I can blame 
no one for the expression of anxiety, earnest as my own, that Wilming- 
ton should be iDroperly and indomitably defended. Will your remarks 
help the matter ? Can they help Wilmington"^ 1 do not wish to speak 
of myself further than this : that I was transferred by the President 
from the command of one of the noblest divisions of the army, one 
which, neither under me nor under my more distinguished successors. 
Generals Hood and Field, ever knew defeat, to undertake the defense 
of Wilmington. 1 i)resume this was done on account of my supposed 
professional fitness for such duty. Will it aid me or help the defense 
for the report to be spread that there is no confidence in me? I beg you 
not to misunderstand me as i^utting this question to you in my own inter- 
est at all. You are a ])atriot, and provided our last hold upon the water 
is maintained it is certainly nothing to you whether it is done by me or 
by any one else. That it should be done a nd well done must alone be your 
object. But in furtherance of that, let me ask you if you can spare a 
few days to examine for yourself what has been done here. I will take 
pleasure in enabling you to see everything, even to — in confldence — my 
correspondence. You will learn in what condition it was when I took 
command, in what it is now, what warnings have been given, how far I 
must be held responsible up to this time, perhaps how far I am fit. 
You will be able to judge for yourself how far I have the confidence of 
my troops, whatever may be the opinion of the people of Ealeigh, or of 
others, who, unlike yourself, have kept out of this war. And you will 
then be in position to discuss this important question jfrom knowledge 
and information. I shall be happy to welcome you. Be good enough to 
understand that I take no exception to your remarks as far as they 
affect me x)erSonally, only as they affect the defense. Perhaps I am 
not a judge in the premises. But you may be assured that I have but 
one object here, and that is to save this place and hold it. Whether 
that is to be done by others, and there are many better than I, is noth- 
ing, so it is done. 

Please to consider this as a private letter, not in any way intended 
for publication. Should you accept the proposition I have made to see 
ibr yourself, and I think you owe it to your position to inform yourself 
fully of the matter you discuss, I can, of course, take no exception to 
any criticisms you may deem to make hereafter, founded on your own 
observation. The President, General Lee, and General Beauregard, 
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who has just visited this place, are i>leased to have confidence in me 
so far, and doubtless with such sui)port I may be careless of outside 
remarks, but I have endeavored to write this letter to you in the inter- 
est of the cause, not my own. I hope you will take it in that spirit. 
One word more: when the hour of trial comes no doubt you and many 
other men of ISforth Carolina will hasten to the defense of Wilming-tonj 
and you will be needed. Accept, then, my invitation to examine for 
yourself what has been done in the way of preparation. All the art 
of the engineer is useless, unless his Avorks are held by strong and 
willing hearts. If, so far, nothing that (*ould be done has been left 
undone, and that I want you to see, help him when the time comes 
rather than weaken him beforehand. And this I ask, not for mysell 
alone, but for the country and for whoever may be here in my place, 
if I am not here, or if I am subordinate. 

Y ery respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 

Major- General. 


Headquaiiteus Akmy of Nobthbun Yiboinia, 

j^ej^temher 17, 1864. 

Hon. Segretaby of War, 

Richmond : 

Sib: There is immediate necessity for the services of 5,000 negines 
for thirty days to labor on the fortifications at this place, those on 
James Kiver, around Richmond, at Danville, and at several points on 
the South Side and Danville railroads. The amount of labor to be 
done, and the importance of having it done promptly, make it impos- 
sible to exact it of the troops without impaiiing their efficiency and 
requiiing their absence from exi)osed positions. Much of the work is 
to be performed at places where there are few or no troops at present, 
but where it is deemed proper to ]>repare for possible future operations. 
I think the necessity sufficiently urgent to justify calling for this labor 
at once. From your indorsement upon the applications of General 
Stevens for negroes, I understand that you think that the act of Con- 
gress of February 17, 1864, does not empower you to order the impress- 
ment of slaves engaged in raising grain or provisions, but that the 
general commanding the department w'here their services are needed 
has the power to do so. I am willing to exercise such powers as I 
possess in the premises, but have no instruments to put them in execu- 
tion. I cannot consistently with the exigencies of the service detail 
officers and soldiers from the army tor this duty, nor, if I could, would 
that agency be suitable in my judgment. The impressments would not 
be made equally and justly, as the officers would necessarily be igno- 
rant of the comparative resources and wants of the districts in whicli 
they would have to operate. If the agents of the Conscrii)t Bureau 
can be employed for the purpose I am prepared to give them such 
authority to act as I lawfully may. They could consult with the local 
authorities and arrange for the prompt execution of the impressment 
in such manner as to be least injurious to the agricultural interests. I 
inclose* a tabular statement of the quotas of the counties from which 
it is proposed to draw the negroes, showing the credits to which each 
is entitled. The number called for is large, but allowance must be 

* See stihediile annexed to paragraph XLII, Special Orders, No. 22i, September 21, 
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made for failure in some quarters, and as tlie negroes will be sent on at 
difierent times, there will not be as great a number as the call embraces 
taken from the farms at any one time. I respectfully ask instructions 
how to proceed at your earliest convenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


[September 17, 1SG4. — ^For Lee to Seddon, reporting affair at Cog- 
gins’ Point (10th) and other operations, see Part I, p. 852.] 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Ehlmond, Pa., Sepiemher 17, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. W. H. 0. Whitino, 

Commanding, Wilmington, X. C.: 

General: Your letter relative to the construction of a bridge across 
the Cape Fear Eiver to connect certain raih*oads was referred to the 
Engineer Bureau, which reports: 


Careful inquiries, examinations, surveys, and reports have been made and the un- 
dertaking found to require much material and labor. As the gauges of the two 
roads meeting at Wilmington are different, as the connection through Petersburg is 
broken, and as the presidents of the two railroad (‘ompanies at Wilmington, on di- 
rect appeal, decline to ^ive any aid to the construction of the proposed bridge, 
favorable action in the within proposition is not recommended. 


Ecspcctfully, 


JAMES A. SEDDOK, 

Secretary of War. 


HEADQtTARTERt^ ARMY^ OF NORTHERN YlEaiNIA, 

September 17, 1864. 

OOMIVIANDING OFFICER, 

Eiclisford, also Weldon and Stony Creek: 

Body of euemy’s cavaliy, estimated between 3,000 and 5,000, passed 
down Jerusalem plauk road to-day. Be ou the lookout and prepared 
for them should they move toward you. 

W. n. TAYLOE, 

A ss istaoit A dj at a nt-Oen eral. 


Headquarters, 
September 17, 1864. 

General J. A. Early : 

General: I have been very anxious to recall General Anderson 
with Kershaw’s division to me. But a victory at tliis time over Sheri- 
dan would be greatly advantageous to us, and I feared that your corps 
would be insufficient for the purpose. General Anderson is more neces- 
sary here than in the Yalley, and I have written to him to return with 
his staff if circumstances permit, and to direct General Kershaw with 
his division to report to you for the present. Should you and he 
decide that Kershaw’s division is unnecessary in the Yalley, T wish 
it to return with General A. It is my intention to send to you Eosser’s 
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brigade of cavalry as soon as I can discover tbe intentions of General 
Grant. I then think you will be able to spare Kershaw. In the mean- 
time I wish you to defeat Sheridan if your strength is sufficient. He 
seems disposed to protect himself under his intrenchments. If you 
could draw him up the Valley and fall upon him suddenly, or throw a 
body of troops behind him, you might succeed in defeating him. If 
you think it best for you to remain on the defensive and can spare Ker- 
shaw, send him to me as secretly as you can, for I will then take the 
offensive myself. If you retain Kershaw, hold him in readiness to send 
to me at a moment’s notice, and keep his division in as efficient condi- 
tion as possible. 

Wishing you success, I remain, very truly, 

K. E. I/EE, 

General. 


Ilic^HMOND, Ya., Septeinher 18^ 1864. 

Hon. Herschel V. Johnson: 

My Dear Sir: In regard to the law and regulations relating to 
foreign commerce I perceive by your reply that my explanation must 
have been very imperfect, else you would have seen that, in so far as 
charters of vessels had been made at a previous date, they were 
excepted from the operation of the regulations, but only in relation to 
those chartered after the passage ot the law and the promulgation of 
the regulations had any question been raised. The veto message was 
intended to show the impolicy of yielding to an attempt to use the 
States to evade the law and defeat the pm*pose of Congress. My objec- 
tions were sustained by such a majority as relieves me from the sup- 
posed want of deference to the legislative will. The clamor to which 
you allude was not to be silenced by concession, as has been abundantly 
proved by experiment, but if it had been otherwise the case was one 
involving the public interest, which could not be bartered away. You 
are, no doubt, right in your conclusion that General Johnston was not 
relieved soon enough, but the judgment is sustained upon evidence 
which was not possessed before the event. I did not anticipate the 
abandonment of the mountain region of Georgia, and if General John- 
ston had informed me that he would retreat to Atlanta, he would have 
been sooner relieved, as it was my opinion then, as clearly as now, that 
Atlanta could be best defended by holding some of the strong positions 
to the north of it. Ton ask ine to resolve ^‘•that General Hood shall 
succeed,” and for this purpose give the means, even if other points ^^are 
uncovered temporarily.” All that was done for General Johnston 
when he was at Dalton. Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, Mississippi, 
and North Alabama were stripped to give him a force which would 
insure success so speedily that the troops could return to these places 
in time to prevent disaster. The resolution did not bring success, but 
results -have followed. 

The concentration referred to had, I suppose, attracted your atten- 
tion, as I perceive, in suggesting further action of like kind, you look to 
Vir^nia and ask if Early and Breckinridge cannot be sent to Georgia, 
your supposrtion being that they would do more good in Sherman’s 
rear than by raiding in Pennsylvania. Not long after Congress left 
Richmond the enemy advanced into the Valley of the Shenandoah,' 
defeated the small force we had there, and moved to the execution of a 
plan which was to destroy all communications with Richmond, as well 
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from the Avest as from the south, and thus to comi^el the evacuation of the 
capital. Breckinridge, Avith a division, and, subsequently. Early, with a 
corps, were sent to check the advance of the eheniy. This was not effected 
until after he had reached Lynchburg. Our success there drove 
him in disorder toward the northwest, and gave us an opportunity to 
aSvSume the offensive, with not unreasonable hope of capturing his capi- 
tal instead of losing our OAvn. The invasion by Sherman or Grant 
might as well be denominated a raid avS that of Pennsylvania by Early. 

To save their capital, troops en route to Grant were diverted to Wash- 
ington, and other troops Avere drawn from Grant to the same place, 
and the enemy soon had a large force on the upper Potomac. If, then, 
Early^s army had been Avithdrawn, the enemy could, with theii‘ increased 
force and, therefore, better i^rospects of success, again have entered on 
the campaign which had been terminated at Lynchburg, and I should 
probably have had to exercise the power CongTess conferred on me . 
before their adjournment by indicating a new place for their next 
meeting, and for the Avant of supplies it Avould, with equal probability, 
have become necessary to transfer General Lee’s army to the new field 
of operations. 

I do not entertain your api)rehension that Early’s movement into the 
enemy's country Avili Aveaken the ]>ea(*e element there; on the other 
hand, it seems to in(‘ that if Ave could make them feel the evils of war 
at their own door that they would much more fully realize the bless- 
ings of peace and much more numerously sustain the policy of stopping 
the war. It has been necessity alone which has justified our attitude 
of defense, as it Avas surely greatly to have beeii preferred that the 
battle-fields, with the desolaxion which is their constant attendant, 
should all haA’'e been on the enemy’s soil. Among the reasons for that 
preference I should estimate as not the least the effect it would have 
in leading the minds of our enemies to a peacefiil solution of the ques- 
tions at issue, and the future obseiwance of their obligations to our 
States and people. I have not lailed to appreciate your motive, and 
your frankness needed no apology. Suggestions are often useful, even 
though not adopted at the time and in the manner imoposed, and I too 
fully realize my need of assistance to be otherwise than thankful for 
Avell-meaut advice. The first effect of disaster is to always spread a 
deeper gloom than is due to the occasion. Ko one was more anxious 
than myself to prevent the fall of Atlanta. I was not among those who 
deemed that result inevitable as soon as the enemy had crossed the 
Chattahoochee, and I was not willing that it vshould be yielded before 
manly blows had been struck for its preservation. 1 think it can be 
recovered ; that if the absentees from Hood’s army can be sent back, 
and the men of Georgia Avho, by operations of the law are exempt from 
military service, will give temporarily their aid, that Sherman’s army 
can be driven out of Georgia — ^perhaps be utterly destroyed. To that 
end we need the support of a public opinion which will drive to the 
army all who belong to it and all who ought to belong to it, and with 
confidence I appeal to you for aid. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[September 19, 1864. — For Lee to Davis, in reference to Beaure- 
gard’s assignment to command of Military Division of the West, see 
Vol. XXXIX, Part II, p. 846.] 
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War Department, C. S. A., 
l^ichmond^ T7f., /September 19^ 1864. 

General R. E, Lee, 

Commanding Aryng of Northern Virginia: 

General: I liave the honor to acknowledge yom letter of the 17th 
instant, relative to the impressment of 5,000 slaves to work on the 
fortifications. You are right in supposing my reference of the subject 
to you was owing to doubts whether my powers allowed the impress- 
ment of slaves engaged in agriculture and whether the discretion was 
not confided exclusively to commanding generals. I should not have 
hesitated on the score of responsibility, nor should I have troubled you 
about a matter which more appropriately pertains to the administrative 
duties of the Department. While, however, your authoritative sanction 
is required for the impressment, I do not consider it necessary you 
should exercise it by officers of your army. In this opinion, too, the 
Assistant Secretary of War, to whose legal opinion great deference is 
justly due, concurs. The agencies of the Conscript Bureau will, there- 
fore, in my judgment, be appropriately employed in making the im- 
pressments without delay. Orders will be issued referring to your call, 
and stating the impressment to be necessary in your judgment, and 
impressing upon the officers of that bureau the importance of a prompt 
execution of the duty. I trust the number of laborers will be speedily 
forthcoming. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES A. SEDDONT, 

^eeretarg of War. 


IIeadquarters Army of Northern Yirginia, 

ISeiytember 186 L 

Hon. Secretary op War, 

Richmond: 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
yesterday, with reference to the imi)rewssment of negToes for work on 
fortifications, &c., and thank you for the prompt measures you have 
taken in the premises. 1 think that the time has arrived when the 
public safety requires that we shall employ negro labor with the army 
in all cases where it can be used to I'elieve able-bodied white men. The 
teamsters and other laborers employed in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, the laborers engaged in cutting wood for mines and factories, 
machine shoi)S, &c., and all doing mere manual labor in connection 
with supplying the armies, can be well taken from this class, and the 
white men now detailed for that purpose put in the ranks. The acces- 
sion to our numbers by this means would be great, and I need not 
repeat what I have said as to the necessity of recruiting our armies. I 
understood the act of Congress of 17th of February last as designed to 
clothe the department with this authority, as its title and preamble 
indicate. The slaves called for in my last letter for thirty days, as I 
understand the subject, are to be impressed in accordance with a former 
law, passed to regulate temporary impressment of negro labor. This 
former law is referred to in the law of 17th of February to regulate the 
manner of impressment, but not, as I understand it, to limit or alter 
the powers conferred by the latter act. If I am correct in this view, I 
respectfully urge the exercise of this power by the Department without 
delay, to the extent of replacing all detailed men in service with negroes 
where the latter can be used with advantage, and aU white laborers in 
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Government employ whose work can be done by slaves or free negroes. 
In addition to thus substituting negioes for whitCvS, I recommend the 
impressment to be extended far enough to provide a corps of laborers 
for the army to prevent the necessity of many of those temporary 
details that are now made to cut wood, work on roads, &g. I shall 
require a large force to build roads, cut and ti'ansport wood, and make 
other preparations for the supply and comfort of the troops at this 
place during the winter months. These preparations are absolutely 
necessary, or the health and efficiency of the army will be greatly 
impaired by ex])osure and accumulated labor. 

It is impossible, also, owing to the proximity of the enemy, to take 
the troops from the lines, as was done last winter on the Eapidan, to 
do this work. Among other things that will have to be done in order 
to save our animals and procure adequate supplies of fiiel, a short rail- 
road will have to be constructed to connect us with suitable wood for 
fuel, the green pine around us being unfit for that purpose. I trust you 
will find means to give effect to these suggcvstions, if 1 am correct in my 
interpretation of the law. I inclose a copy of an order said to have 
been issued by General Kirby Smith, which seems to me to be in 
accordance with the law in the main, and would recommend that some- 
thing of the same kind be done at once here. 1 am informed that there 
is some legislation by the State on the subject of obtaining negro 
labor, and the Governor may, if applied to, lend us material assistance. 
I beg to assure you that it is, in my fopinionj, necessary for us to use 
our negroes in this war if we would maintain ourselves and prevent 
them from being employed against us. I am confident that our people 
will contribute this species of property with as much willingness as they 
have all others, and no time should be lovst in procuring the great 
addition to our resources which the use of our negroes can afford us. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. E. LEE, 

Ge7ieral 


[Indorsement ] 


September 21, 1864. 


Captain Lay: 

Please examine carefully both the suggestions and the law, and con- 
fer with me. 

J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. G-eneral’s Oeeioe, 

IJo. 223. j BioJmond, S^temher 20, 1864. 

m # 

IV. The several assistant quartermasters now on duty with regiments 
or battalions of infantry belonging to General G. T. Eeanregard^s com- 
mand, are relieved from their present service, as contemplated in the 
third section of the act of Congress, approved June 14, 1864 (No. 14, 
General Orders, No. 53, current series), and the following-named officers 
now serving with said commands are reassigned to duty as hereinafter 
indicated: 


^ See General Orders, No. 55, July 20, Vol. XLl, Part II, p. 1014. 
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Army headquarters : Maj. E. Willis, chief quartermaster; Maj. J, 
B. Hill, Elliott’s brigade, ' corps paymaster; Capt. E. C, McKinney, 
Twenty-third Georgia, reserve ordnance train; Capt. W. L. J. Eeid, 
Twenty-sixth South Carolina, forage quartermaster; Capt. G. W. Evans, 
Forty-eighth Georgia, army ambulances. 

Hoke’s division: Maj. J. Hughes, division quartermaster; Capt. W. 
0. Jordan, Sixty-sixth NTorth Carolina, division paymaster; Capt. J. J. 
Cox, Thirty-first NTorth Carolina, division ordnance train; Capt. J. H. 
Gray, Sixth Georgia, divivsion supply train. 

Johnson’s division: Maj. C. L. Eaiidolph, division quartermaster; 
Capt. A. O. Houston, Forty-third Alabama, di^Tsion paymaster; Capt. 
A. J. Miller, Twenty-fifth NTorth Carolina, division supply train; Capt. 
W. Fellers, Thirty -fourth Virginia, division ordnance train. 

Wise’s brigade: ]\Iaj. H. C. Watkins, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 

N. J. Thomas, Forty-sixth Virginia, brigade assistant; Capt. J. M. 
Nicolson, Twenty-sixth Virginia, brigade assistant. 

Elliott’s brigade: Maj. E. L. Hord, Gracie's brigade, brigade quarter- 
master; Capt. P. O. Lemmons, Eighteenth South Carolina, assistant 
brigade quartermaster: Capt. J. V. McKamee, Twenty-second South 
Carolina, assistant brigade <iuartermaster. 

Gracie’s brigade : Capt. J. J. Keigler, Fifty-ninth Alabama, assistant 
brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. A. Fitzpatrick, Twenty- third Alabama, 

assistant brigade quartermaster; : , brigade quartermaster. 

Hagood’s brigade: Maj. G. B. Lartigue, brigade quartermaster; 
Capt. E, P. Gantt, Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers, brigade 
assistant; Capt. J. E. Adger, Twenty-fifth South Carolina Volunteers, 
brigade assistant. 

Colquitt’s brigade: Maj. E. K. Ely, brigade quartermaster; Capt. S. 
V. Sheats, Nineteenth Georgia, brigade assistant; Capt. G. B. 
Buchanan, Twenty-seventh Georgia, assistant to brigade quarter- 
master. 

Clingman’s brigade: Maj. A. M. Erwin, brigade quartermaster; Capt. 

O. P. Meares, Sixty-first North Carolina, brigade assistant; Capt. H. 
0. Eockwell, ihfty-first North Carolina, brigade assistant. 

Martin’s brigade: Capt. J. S. Dancy, Seventeenth North Carolina, 
acting brigade quartermaster; Capt. E. P. Bessent, Forty-second 
North Oarolinas brigade assistant. 

# ^ ^ # 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHEES, 

Ass istant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Artillery, Army^ of Northern Virginia, 

S&pteiinher 20^ 1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, 

Acting Chief of Arty.^ Dept, of V. Carolina and Southern Ya. : 
Colonel : On visiting to day General Johnson’s line and consulting 
with himself, I ascertained several things respecting the artillery serv- 
ice on that line requiring immediate attention and remedy. 

First. There is no systematic communication between the chief artil- 
lery officer on the line and General Johnson, who commands the whole. 
In Colonel Jones’ absence you are, I believe, in chargeof all that artillery. 
Tqu will please, therefore, arrange for daily consultation with General 
Johnson, either in person or through your adjutant, so as to be informed 
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of his views and have them accomplished where not iu conflict with 
instructions from the commanding general, and in case of such conflict 
appearing to yon, you will immediately report the fact to these head- 
quarters, so that the decision of the commanding general may he ob- 
tained. 

Second. Serious abuses seem to be creeping into the artillery service 
on that line in consequence of the mode and extent of relieving the 
officers and men of the several batteries: First, officers coming into 
certain positions do not sufficiently familiarize themselves witli the 
held of fire of the guns coming under their charge; second, there is 
not sufficient watchfulness at every gun to observe whatever occasion 
may arise for firing it and have it promptly fired when it can be done 
with damage to the enemy and advantage to ourselves; third, there 
are not men enough retained at some of the guns — at least six men 
ought to be at hand for each gun, in case of action or casualty; fourth, 
no proper [carej seems to be taken to repair injuries to gun carriages 
and implements nor to readjust the works when impaired by the 
enemy’s fire. I observed a gun carriage of one of Bead’s batteries, now 
served by Young’s company, one wheel of which was really disabled by 
a shot of the enemy carrying olf part of the tire, and it stands there 
from day to day and week to week without any one appearing to feel 
responsible for neglect. You wnll please to give particular attention to 
all such points, and cause the artillery commanders on the line to be 
assiduous in correcting all evils of the kind and rendering their arm 
thoroughly efficient for whatever service it may be called to render 
there any day or hour. 

Third. While artillery duels are not to be engaged in, our guns and 
mortars must be always used with vigor when working parties of the 
enemy can be damaged or his lines or troops be seriously annoyed; 
and in cases where he concentrates a severe fire on one point our guns 
at other points should operate to interrupt his fire and divert it. 

Fourth. Artillerymen ought in justice bear a fair proportion of the 
labor of preparing and renovating the works for their own protection. 
It is complained that they depend too much for this upon details from 
infantry.* Officers and men will at once perceive what is proper in this, 
and will, I doubt not, cheerfully i)erform their part. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. K PENDLETONT, 
Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery. 

P. S. — I wish you to see General Johnson this evening, especially as 
to the advisability or not of firing on parties cutting down a forest in 
front of General Gracie. As 1 have not time to have this copied first, 
please return it for that purpose. 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

Petersburg^ Ya., September 20^ 1864, 

Maj. Georob C. Brown, 

Asst. Adjt, Gen., Lieut. Gen. JUwelVs Staff, Richmond, Va.: 
Major: Inclosed I forward to you a remonstrance from the officers 
of Johnson’s old brigade against consolidation with any other com- 
mand. The original application of Brigadier-General Archer for the 
consolidation of Johnson’s brigade with his own, which called forth 
this remonstrance, was sent to Colonel Hughs, about two weeks ago, 
for his remarks, with instructions to return the pai>er to these head- 
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quarters. It has not yet been returned, and it is supposed that Colonel 
Hughs forwarded the paper directly to your office; if it is still in 
your office please place the inclosed with it and forward them together, 
if, however, the original application has not reached your office, be kind 
enough to direct Colonel Hughs to forward it immediately, in order 
that it may accompany the inclosed remonstrance.* 

I am, major, verv respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

E. E. EOOTB, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosurft ] 

Headquautehs Johnson’s Brioade, 

Signal Hilly Va.y September 1804. 

Maj. Gen. B. R. Johnson, 

Fetersbiirgy Ya.: 

The application of Brigadier General Archer for this brigade to be 
transferred to his command having been submitted to us, we, the 
undersigned, in behalf of the officers and men of this command, respect- 
fully beg leave to enter our solemn protevst against consolidation with or 
transfer to any brigade. The members of this command, to a man, are 
opposed to any arrangement by which they may lose their identity as 
a brigade. We have existed as an organization, known as Johnson’s 
brigade, now exceeding two long years. We have fought on many 
battle-fields and undergone innumerable hardships together. Officers 
and men have vied with each other to make Johnson’s brigade second 
to none in the armies of the Confederate States. After the battles of 
Shiloh and Perryville, where we lost over one-half of our original num- 
bers, we entered Tennessee and recruited to a very large brigade before 
the battle of Murffeesborough. On that memorable and ensanguined 
field the brigade acted a conspicuous part, being in Cleburne’s division 
and on the extreme left of the enemy. There we lost 672 officers and 
meu. Even after this heavy loss we again recruited the command to 
almost the maximum number required by law. At Hoover’s Gap we 
suffered severely, Stewart’s division, of which we formed a part, being 
the only troops confronting the enemy at that point and Johnson’s bri- 
gade bringing up the rear of the army to Chattanooga. After the 
demoralization of the retreat from our own State and a campaign in 
East I'ennessee and IsTorth Georgia, we again met the enemy on the 
glorious and ever-memorable field of Chickamauga. Here, as you are 
aware, our losses were very heavy, being over one-half of the entire 
command. About 23d of November, 1863, we left the Army of Tennessee 
to re-enforce General Longstreet at Knoxville. We arrived in time to 
take part in that engagement. At Beau’s Station the command com- 
posed one third of the force in your successful attack and rout of a 
greatly superior enemy, numbering about five to one. The whole win- 
ter of 1863 was a series of active operations. The troops of this com- 
mand were kept constantly on oncost duty and suffered immensely, 
both from exposure and lack of supplies, never remaining stationary 
or in quarters but for a few days at a time. We were taken from that 
scene of action about 1st of May, 1864, and brought to Richmond, Va., 
where we arrived just in time to confront the enemy at Port Walthall 
and Port Clifton. It will be remembered that a detachment of men 
from this brigade, under Lieut. F. M. Kelso, manned the guns at Fort 
Clifton, and resisted successfully the advance of five of the enemy’s 

* See Foote to Brown, September 24, p. 1283, ^ 
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gun-boats, sinking one and disabling and repulsing tbe others. At 
Drewry^s Bin#, on 16tb of May following, our losses were heavy, both in 
officers and men. 

On 15th, 16th, 17th, again on 30th of June and 1st of July, we were 
engaged in battles before Petersburg, V a. Our losses were augmented, 
including valuable officers. This brigade has lost twelve field officers 
killed and three permanently disabled from field service. Seven of 
these field officers were killed in the fights around Eichmond and Peters- 
burg in the present campaign. On every field Johnson's brigade has 
vshowii uniform valor, gaining laiiiels of which they are justly proud. 
Would it not be injustice to consolidate such a command and cause it 
thereby to lose its identity? To say the least, would it not be ungrate- 
ful ? When our absent members, who are not permanently disabled and 
prisoners of war, shall return, we will muster, as shown by our i eports, 
over 1,650 officers and men. Should we be so fortunate as to again enter 
our beloved State, we pledge ourselves to recrait the command to its 
maximum number in six weeks. We know that this can be done without 
resorting to conscription, for Johnson^s brigade is well and favorably 
known and mainly composed of men Imiig south of Murfreesborough. 

We have made this statement to you in justice to ourselves and the 
brave men we reprcvsent, trusting that you will use every endeavor to 
prevent our being swallowed up by any other command. We feel our 
indebtedness to you in a great measuie for our present standing, and be- 
lieve that you will take that interest in your old brigade which will defeat 
this measure. If we are allowed to remain as a separate organization 
and continued in the Department of Eichmond until it becomes generally 
known throughout the South, we believe that there are Tennesseeans 
enough within our lines, refugees from home,” to swell our ranks to a 
respectable number. We hear daily of men in the enemy’s lines desnous 
of joining us, but what chance have they at present? It is true that it 
may be tu’ged that the transfer proposed is to be only temporary, but 
experience has shown that those temporary annexations do, after a lapse 
of time, by general assent, become permanent. Should this transfer be 
ordered in the face of the present strong opposition to it the most 
unhappy results may be anticipated, the energies of the officers would 
become paralyzed, and the spirit of the men broken. 

Veiy respectfully, 

JOHNT M. HUGHS, 

ColoneL Oommancling Johnson^ s Brigade, 
WM. H. FULKEESON, 

2I<(jor, Commanding Sixty-third; Tennessee Regiment, 

U. 0. HAEEISOIN, 

Senior Captain Se^^enteenth Tennessee Regiment, 
HOEAOE EEADY, 

Lieut, Col,, Comdg, Seventeenth and Twenty-third Regiments, 

' E. B. SlSrOWDEK, 

Lieut, Col.^ Comdg, Forty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Tennessee, 

J. E. SPENOEE, 

Senior Gayt, and Acting Major Forty-fourth Tennessee Regiment, 

[Indorsement ] 

Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

Sejptember 19j 1864, 

Eesi^ectfully forwarded. 

There can be no doubt that the sentiments of the officers and men of 
this brigade are strongly opposed to a combination with any other bri- 
80 ft R— yoL XLii, rx xi 
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gade, however worthy or distin^iished. This arises in part from expe- 
rience resulting from the consolidation of regiments, and in part from 
a desire to preserve its identity in connection with its past history, its 
honorable deeds on fields that will be memorable in allfiitnre ages, the 
toils, privations, and heroic deeds, as well of the living as of the ven- 
erated dead, the memories of whose virtues hallow the very name it 
bears, unworthy though that name be. The men and officers still hope 
to return in triumph to their native State, and none but they can per- 
haps appreciate the unspeakable pride they will have, bearing there a 
distinct name and organization with all the glorious associations of 
the past. Though I may be excused for peculiar sentiments of regard 
for this brigade, I believe, in recommending that the combination pro- 
posed be not authorized, I but pointedly subserve the real interest of 
the Confederacy and the public good. 

B. E. JOHNSON, 

Major- General, 


Abstract from tri-montlily return of the Department of Dichmond, Lieut, Gen. Diehard S, 
Dwell commanding, for Septemiber tO, 1864, 


Command. 

Present for 
duty. 

Effective total pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate present. 

1 

ll 

c n 

ll 

txi 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 

Prisoners. 

1 

8 

% 

i 

i 

1 

o 

a 

1 

i 

12 

1 


12 

12 




Johnson’s brigade 

25th Virginia Battalion 

1st Virginia Kegiment Reserves 

Total 


1 . 


1 

47 

13 

19 

341 

208 

287 

385 
! 325 

1 318 

745 

542 

360 

844 

788 


47 

1 

461 

14 

79 

836 

1,028 

1, 647 

3,366 


48 

475 

Gary’s cavalry- brigade 

Artillery Defenses 

Grand total 


52 

103 

2,228 

1, 245 
2,458 

1,522 
2, 804 

2,670 

3,305 

26 

7 

2 

177 

1 

j 24(5 i 

3,877 

4,731 

5,985 

9,353 

26 

57 

~653 


Abstract from return of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina 
and Southern Virginia, Brig, Gen. Henry A. Wise commanding, for September SO, 


Comiuaud. 


Staff 

Holcombe Legion 

C. S. Zouave Battalion 

44th Virginia Battalion 

Virginia KOvServes 

Bo 

18th Georgia Battalion and Virginia 
Reserves. 


Present for 
duty. 

Effective total pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Pieces of field artil- 
lery. 

Prisoners 
of vrar. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

4 

10 

10 

14 

1 

14 



26 

m 


490 

647 



10 

68 

9 

32 

35 

50 

73 




12 

161 

167 

196 

289 






11 

135 

144 

171 

284 




23 

368 

393 

426 

989 




25 

352 

396 

437 

680 
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Abstract from return of the First Military District, Department of y’orth Carolina 
and Southern Virginia, cfc. — Continued* 


! 

Command. 

Present for | 

1 duty. j 

1 1 

cc 

1 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

s 

cs 

ta 

3.1 

O 

Prisoners 
of war. 

Officers. 

i 

S'+J! 

9 

V 

*43 

Officers. 

Men. 

Virginia Reserves 

1 18 

245 

414 

45 

<D (-* 

324 

486 

88 

393 

883 

310 

167 

51 


1 


° Do 

28 

12 


i 1 

Archer’s (Virginia) Reserves 


1 

Battalion Second-Class Militia, Peters- 
burg (Hobson’s company). 

Total infantry 

Brad'’ ” ’ -'---x.-- 

62d I... . - 

Total light artillery’- 

34th Virginia Regiment Infantry (de- 
tachment). 

10th North Carolina Artillery (detach- 
ment). 

Total heavy artillery 

Independent Signal Coips 

Grand total 

3 

1 

37 

37 

48 



j 

167 

2,157 

2.323 

2, 716 

4,766 

1 10 ( 68 

1 

3 

1 38 

28 

41 

30 

34 

48 

131 

i 2 I 

! 3 1 

* 


4 

66 

71 

81 1 

179 

5 

I 

1 ^ 

1 4 

W 

84 

92 

98 

102 1 

109 

125 

117 


1 

2 

7 

170 

190 

211 

242 


i 

1 

2 

5 

i35~ 

143 



1 1 

21 

|*~iif 

'2,538 

2,737 

3, 172 

5,440 

5 

1 

91 


Orr/amzafion of troops in the First Military Fistric% Department of 
North Carolina and Southern Virginia, commanded by Brig, Gen, 
Henry A, Wise, September 20, 1864. 

HO LOOM BK LWGION. 

Capt. A. B. Woodruff. 

Stony Creek (four companies). 

Nottoway Bridge (four companies). 

Kowanty Bridge (two companies). 


FORT CLIFTON. 


Lieut. Col. Henry T. G-uion. 


34tli Virginia Infantry (detacliment). 
lOth North Carolina Artillery (detachment). 


HICKSFORD. 


Lieut. C<d. John J. Garnett. 

C. S. Zouaves. 

Virginia Eeserves. 

62d Georgia, Company H, Lieut. A. M. G. Wiggins. 
Bradford's artillery (section), Lieut. A. J. Cochran. 
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HIGH BRIDGE, MATTOAX, AND STAUNTON RIVER BRIDGE. 

Brig. Gen. James A. Walker. 

Virginia Reserves. 

18tn Georgia Battalion, Maj. William S. Basinger. 
Virginia Reserves, laent. Col. Benjamin. L. Farinholt. 

DANVILLE. 

Virginia Reserves. 

PETERSBURG. 

Maj. W. H. Ker. 

44tli Virginia Battalion, Capt. Thomas W. Branch. 
Operatives, Maj. Wiliam H. Hood. 

• Second-Class Militia, Capt. Owen H. Hobson. 
Virginia Reserves, Maj. William H. Jarvis. 
Independent Signal Corps, Maj. James F. Milligan. 


Special Oedees, \ Adjx. and Insp. Gbneeal’s Office, 

No. 224. ) Jtiohmond, September 31, 1864. 

# # # 

XXXI. Maj. S. B. Frencli, commissary of siibsistenoe. Provisional 
Army, G. S., will proceed without delay to Wilmington and such other 
points in North Carolina as he may deem advisable for the purpose of 
regulating the distribution of subsistence stores, under orders of the 
Oomraissary-Geiieral. Officers of the quartermaster’s department will 
promptly provide the necessary transportation to the i)oints indicated 
by Major Frpncli for all stores requiiing removal. 

# * # # # 

XXXIIl. GoL S. D. Lowe, of the Itivalid Corps, is assigned to duty as 
commandant of the post at Asheville, N. C., and will report accord- 
ingly. 

XLII. The general commanding the Army of Northern Virginia rep- 
resents to this department that there is an urgent necessity for the 
services of 5,000 slaves with his army for the term of thirty days after 
their report for duty, and that the services of these are not attainable 
by contract nor by the employment or impressment of free negroes. 
The Bureau of Conscription, through its officers, will proceed to impress 
the slaves required according to the schedule hereto annexed, as fur- 
nished by the general commanding. Slaves under eighteen and over fifty 
years of age will not be impressed, nor slaves engaged in the family 
and domestic serwce as house servants, nor more than one slave out of 
five on anyone farmer x>lantation, and when there are but three slaves 
of the age specified on a farm none shall be taken. The Quartermaster- 
General will make the requisite provision for transportation, and the 
Commissary-General will provide subsistence for them, or when the 
masters supply food to their slaves will commute at the rates allowed 
to soldiers in the service. The officers placed in charge of the slaves 
will cause proper rolls to he made and direct the appraisement of the 
slaves, so as to secure to the master, in case of loss, the benefit of the 
act of Congress of the 17th of February, 1864, relative to comj)ensation. 
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A Jht of coiuities upon io 'base a call for 5,000 slaves for labor on ihe fortifications 

to serve for thirty days. 


County. 

Quota 
called for. 

Credit by 
number 
furnished 
under 
recent ' 
calls. ' 

1 

Quota I 
due. 1 

1 

1 County . 

1 

1 

1 

Quota 
called for. 

Credit by 
number 
furnished 
under 
recent 
calls. 

t 

Quota 
, due. 

Alberaarlo 

253 

153 

100 


131 

58 

73 

Amelia 

! 143 


143 


158 

344 

Amherst 

117 

17 

100 


85 


85 

Appomattox 

85 


85 

Louisa 

183 


183 

Augusta 

88 


88 


118 


118 

Staunton 

14 


14 


326 


326 

Bediord 

‘182 


182 


42 


42 

Botetourt 

57 


57 

NoIhoti 

90 

12 

78 

Bruns wick 

148 


148 

T4otitoway 

102 


102 

Buckingham 

130 

147 


IMttsvlv.iniii 

247 


247 

Camphml 

180 


180 

Town ot D.iiivilli . 

20 


20 

Lynchburg 

30 

17 

13 

Powhatan 

105 

92 

13 

Cliarlotte 

178 


178 

Prince JEdward 

120 


120 

Chesterfield 

149 


149 

Patrick 

37 


37 

Cumberland 

127 

101 

26 

Pula-ski 

32 


32 

Dinwiddie 

130 


130 

liiiunoke 

5l 


54 

Petersburg 

80 



Rockbridge ..... 

77 


77 

Pluvanna 

74 

86 


Russell 

20 


20 

IVanklin 

117 


117 

Washington 

46 


46 

Goochland 

115 


115 

Wythe 

38 


38 

GrftPiTisvillA - 

79 


79 




Ualifax 

205 


295 

* Total - . 

4,974 

1,027 

4, 1C2 

Hanover 

172 


172 



By command of tlie Secretary of Wai* : 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant AUjutant- General. 


War Department, C. S. A., 
Richmond^ Ya.^ September 1S64, 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Xortliern Virginia: 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 20th 
instant and to thank you for tlie full expression of your ^dews relative 
to the impressment and sui^ply of slaves for service with the armies. 
Concurring in your general views, I shall proceed at once to impress 
and collect, to the number of 20,000, as authorized by the act of Con- 
gress, for employment with the armies. I propose likewise to have all 
free negroes of the age for service enrolled and organized thoroughly, 
to be employed mainly in localities most exposed and where there is 
the greatest danger of slaves running away. I think these negroes, 
whether free or slave, had better be arranged and organized into some- 
thing like companies, battalions, and regiments, after the plan adopted 
by the English, with reference to what they call navvies, or laborers, 
with superintendents and overseers in lieu of officers. Erom these 
organizations appropriate details may be made, singly or by squads, 
companies, or the like, for the various duties in which they are intended 
to be employed. Many advantages, I think, would result from this 
system in enabling us to preserve better order and exercise more care 
and supervision over the negroes so employed. The requisite number 
deemed necessary might be sent to the armies in organized bodies and 
the requisite details made by commanding officers. Orders will be 
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promptly issued, and as little delay as possible be allowed in tbeir 
execution. I liope tliese views may bave tbe concurrence of your Judg- 
ment. 

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

JAMES A. SEDDOIN 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters, 
Septemier 22^ 1864. 

General Wade Hampton, 

Gemma ndincj Cavalry : 

General: General William Lee’s note of to-day forwarded by you 
is received. I presume Gregg is about making an expedition or to 
recruit his cavalry. It is possible he may go north of James Eiver. 
Early has met with a reverse in the Yalley and fallen back to Fisher^s 
Hill (two miles above Strasburg). Sheridan confronts him and is 
fortilying. Wilson’s division is moving up the Luray Yalley, and is 
opposed by Lee’s division under Wickham. Fitz Lee is wounded. I 
fear Wickham is too weak. It may be their plan for Gregg to join 
WUson this side of the mountains. Keep your scouts on the alert and 
be prepared to move in any direction. 

Yery truly, 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 226. 3 Richmond^ Ya.^ September 23^ 1864. 

* # it. # 

XXIY. The Third Battalion Local Defense Troops having been in- 
creased to ten companies will from this day be known as the Third 
Eegiment Local Defense Troops. 

* Jf! * # # 

By command of tbe Secretary of War: 

JXO. WITHEES, 

Ahs iHta nt A d }n tant- General. 


Inspector-General’s Office, 

Army of Xorthern Yiroinia, 

September 23^ 1864. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General: 

General; I have tbe honor to transmit the inclosed inspection re- 
ports for the month of August, and in doing so would respectfully 
submit a statement of facts explaining the delay as well as the incom- 
pleteness of the reports: 

After the commencement of active operations, Colonel Murray, 
then chief inspector of tbe army, wrote to the Department in Eicb- 
mond that it was impracticable to make inspections as prescribed 
by General Orders, Xo. 43, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
during the constant movements of a campaign, and that he would 
discontinue them unless otherwise directed. Xo answer being made to 



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPOTOEKCEj BTC. — CONFEDERATE. 1271 

Ms letter the silence ^as accepted as an acquiescence in Ms suggestion 
and no inspections were made. On the 3d of August an order was ad- 
dressed to Colonel Murray, requiring a resumption of the inspections 
and a transmittal of the reports as heretofore required. Colonel M. 
being absent sick, I issued the inclosed circular* to the corps inspectors 
in accordance w-ith instructions contained in the order. Many causes 
have operated to prevent a prompt and satisfactory execution of this 
order. Prom General Early’s command the reports are necessarily 
meager, owing to the fact that that corps has been constantly on the 
march or in line of battle. Colonel Smead, the inspector of that army, 
whose position and opportunities enable him to present a general ^dew of 
the condition of the corps, makes no report and conveys no information of 
any sort. He neither indorses nor comments upon the brigade and divis- 
ion reports. The reports for the last of the month have not been for- 
warded. I have delayed the transmittal of my own report, hoping to 
receive these. It will be seen that there is general complaint throughout 
this command of the indiderent clothing of the troops, including shoes. 
There are no indorsements of the quartermasters except in one or two 
cases, showing the cause of this deficiency, nor does Colonel Smead 
throw any light on the subject.^ His attention has been called to this 
omission. 

It is a matter of congratulation that the health of this command is 
universally good. There is an abundance of medicines and ordnance 
stores, secured in great part irom battle-fields. The inspectors have 
made no return of captured property, as required by circular of instruc- 
tions from Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Eichmond. The dis- 
cipline is reiiresented as a general thing lax; not more so, perhaps, 
tlian could be expected under the circumstances. Attention is called 
to the remarks of Major Moore, inspector of Gordon’s division, ffiom 
wdiich it will appear that that command had performed from the 13th of 
June to the 20tli of August 800 miles of route inarching, independent of 
movements in the presence of the enemy, and been engaged in seven- 
teen battles and skirmishes, some of which have lasted through two 
and three days.” It will be seen that none of the reports are made 
according to the instructions at the bottom of the third page of the form. 
Desks containing the records having been left behind when General 
Early moved fr*om Staunton, it was not practicable to obtain the data 
necessary to fill up all the columns and thereby perfect the reports. 
Attention is called to my indorsements on brigade reports of this 
corps. 

First Gorj^Sy Lieutenant-General Anderson {Maj, John TT. Fairfax^ assist- 
ant adjutant and inspector general), 

No report has been made by Major Eairfax. He and Major Latrobe 
accompanied General Anderson to the Valley with Kershaw’s division. 
Pickett’s and Field’s divisions report directly to these headquarters. 
Inclosed * will please find reports of inspectors of these divisions. 

Pickett’s division (Maj. W. Harrison, inspector), is situated between 
the James and Api^omattox Eivers, and has suffered considerably from 
ague and fever, a disease peculiar to that locality. Corse’s brigade, 
resting on James Eiver, has suffered most. Attention is called to 
Major Harrison’s report and i‘emarks of Surgeon Guild, medical di- 
rector of the army. I made a general informal inspection of the whole 
of tMs division and a more special inspection of Hunton’s brigade. 


Not found* 
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I found tlie general condition of trendies, sinks, arms, accouterments, 
and clothing of General H.’s brigade good. This brigade deserves 
special mention. It was in all respects most creditable. General 11. 
bivouacs in the trenches with his men, and is active and vigilant in 
aU that is promotive of the comfort and efficiency of his command. 
Attention is called to report of brigade inspector for the strength of 
the brigade and the number of officers absent, by what authority, 
&c. There is a large proportion of absent disabled officers in this 
brigade. I, would respectfully suggest that they be made to appear 
before an examining board for discharge or retirement. The same 
thing should be required of absent officers in all the brigades. Hun- 
dreds, if not thousands, of meritorious young officers are denied all 
hopes of promotion, because wounded officers long disabled, some for 
more than two years (see the accompanying lists ^), still keep their 
names upon the rolls. It is an injury to the service and a special 
wrong inflicted upon those brave men who have so long borne the 
perils and resi)onsibilities of command without the corresponding rank. 
The prompt remedy of this evil will remove a feeling of discontent that 
now prevails to a greater or less extent in every brigade of the army. 
Attention is called to Major Harrison’s remarks on the subject of in- 
creased desertion in this division. It will be seen that the reports of 
this division, according to instructions, page 3, are also incomplete. 
Hereafter the form shall be strictly complied with. 

‘Field’s division (Major Masters, inspector) : Kot having been able to 
make a personal inspection of this division, attention is called to report 
of Maijor Masters. He reports health good; the sick and wounded to 
have had most excellent attention. Clothing and shoes are reported 
needed, but are being rapidly supplied; discipline is relaxed and the 
command in need of drilling and other military instruction. Damages 
committed are said to have been duly assessed (I fear that the facts 
now being investigated will prove Major Masters to have been mis- 
taken in this last assertion). Complaints have been made by different 
parties against this division, the truthfulness of which will be deter- 
mined and reported in my next monthly report. The long absence of 
this division fforii the Army of ISTortherii Virginia prevents my speak- 
ing from personal knowledge of its general condition. 

Third Corps, Lieut. Gen. ^1. P. Hill {Maj. R. J, Wingate, inspector). 

This corps is stationed in the trenches in fiont of Petersburg, com- 
posing the right of our infantry line. During the mouth of August 
Major Wingate, assistant inspector-general of the corps, was absent on 
sick leave; Captain Adams, signal officer on General Hill’s staff, acted 
ill his place. Captain A. has made no report, but has sent the accom- 
panying note,^^ stating his inability to make any personal inspections. 
I do not consider his reasons for not inspecting are sufficient; with 
proper energy and diligence two if not three of the divisions could 
have been inspected. Captain A. is inexperienced in the duties of the 
office, and has rendered me but little assistance. There has been great 
delay in transmitting reports, all of which had to be returned on ac- 
count of the errors they contained. (They were returned to-day, 23d 
of September.) Major Wingate having returned to duty, I hope there 
will be no occasion for complaint in future. 

Between the 9 th and 13th of August I inspected in the trenches under 
arms Heth’s division. General Heth had but recently occupied the line, 


Not found. 
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wliicli lie found in bad condition, having been badly policed, and full 
of individual bomb-proofs and covered ways that rendered it difficult 
to keep in good order. I iii'st inspected Brigadier-General Davis’ bri- 
gade, consisting of Twenty-sixth, Eleventh, Second, and Forty-second 
Mississippi, Fifty-fifth North Carolina, and Confederate Battalion. 
The brigade was commanded by Col. A. E. Eeynolds, General Davis 
having left a day or two before on sick leave. I found the arms and 
accouterments in very bad condition in all the regiments except the 
Second, Col. J. M. Stone, and Eleventh, Maj. K. O. Eeynolds. In the 
Second they were good,- in the Eleventh very good, clean inside and 
bright outside; the accouterments attached to the guns, which were 
secured between pegs driven in the breast- works. The trenches were 
clean, and the general appearance was neat and military. At other 
parts of the line of the brigade, guns and bayonets were lying loosely 
about the trenches and under the shelter-tents of the men, peelings of 
fruit and rinds of melons were di‘opped promiscuously about the trenches, 
which, together with the accumulated dirt, indicated a neglect in the 
most necessary feature of cleanliness. The Twenty-sixth Mississix)pi, 
commanded by Oai)t. A. E. Earley, was in the most discreditable condi- 
tion. Company I, Lieutenant Jackson, was the worst company of the 
regiment. I called the attention of the officers to the number of guns of 
sick men that had not been turned in to ordnance officers, as required 
by the orders. There was much in the appearance of the command to 
reflect upon the brigade inspector, Captain Cameron, whom I regretted 
to find absent, as J wished to call his attention to the irregularities 
which he allowed to go unrepovted. if could not correct them it 
was his duty to have reported them, which he did not do. 

Cooke’s brigade I found in excellent order, as it always is. I in- 
spected this brigade the day General Cooke took command of it at 
Fredericksburg. I then was compelled to make an adverse report. I 
have inspected it three times since, and each time have found it equal 
to any in the army in all respects. Whether in camp, in the trenches, 
or on the march, it is distinguished for its high discipline and good 
conduct. I consider the high state of perfection which it has reached 
attributable more to the energy and devotion' of its commander than 
any other cause. Other brigades have as good material, but few bri- 
gades have so watchful and skillful a commander. The arms and ac- 
couterments were so generally good that there is no occasion for fault- 
finding with any. The inspection was creditable in all respects as if it 
had been made in winter quarters. Kotes containing the strength of 
this brigade, the number of absent officers, and by what authority ab- 
sent, and other points of infoi'mation, were made by me in conjunction 
with Captain Grinnell, the acting division inspector. Captain G. was 
wounded a few days after the inspection was made and the notes mis- 
placed. General Cooke declines to send in a report of his brigade on 
the ground that he is not allowed an inspector. For these reasons I 
cannot furnish the facts. I took a memorandum of the inspection. 

Fry’s brigade, commanded by Colonel Mayo, is composed of Archer’s 
and Field’s old brigades, with following regiments: First, tSeventh, and 
Fourteenth Tennessee; Thirteenth Alabama; Second Maryland Bat- 
talion; Twenty-second, Fortieth, Forty-seventh, and Fifty-fifth Vir- 
ginia Eegiments. After the P^Dnsylyania campaign. Field’s old bri- 
gade, commanded for some time by Colonel Brockenbrough, and what 
was left of Archer’s after his capture at Gettysburg, were consolidated 
and placed under command of General H. H. Walker, who was wounded 
at Spotsylvania Court-House. Subsequently General Fry took com- 



1274 


OPEEATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


mand, but was liimself wounded at . The day I inspected it, it 

was commanded by Colonel Mayo. It presented, as it bad done at pre- 
ceding inspections, but few evidences of discipline. In the Fourteenth 
and Seventh Tennessee guns and accouterments [in] fair condition. 
Thirteenth Alabama, Colonel Aiken, was in discreditable order; guns 
very rusty. Lieut. G. W. Callaway, Companies A and G, showed great 
neglect in the general appearance of his command. Lieutenant Lips- 
comb was specially neglectful of police. In the Yirginia regiments the 
guns for the most part were in serviceable order. Fortieth Virginia, 
Capt. H. B. Coles, specially bad police. This brigade is now commanded 
by Brigadier-General Archer, who will doubtless improve the discipline 
and general condition of this command. The Tennesseeans have never 
been entirely satisfied since the consolidation. General Archer is 
almost idolized by them, and will, no doubt, harmonize the antagonisms 
that may have heretofore existed. Improvement is already apparent 
in this command since the date of my inspection, 13th of August (now 
23d of September). 

MacEae’s brigade, formerly commanded by General Kirkland, consist- 
ing of Forty-seventh iJ^orth Carolina, Maj. W. C. Lankford; Forty- 
fourth, Maj. 0. M. Stedman; Twenty-sixth, Col. John E. Lane; Eleventh, 
Col. W. J. Martin; Fifty-second, Maj. E. Erson, I found in good order, 
in discipline, arms, accouterments, and clothing; police was fair. Gen- 
eral MacEae had recently been assigned to its command from General 
Cooke’s brigade, and was devoting himself with great energy to the 
comfort and efficiency of his command and the improvement and 
strengthening of his line. General MacEae is a strict disciplinarian, 
but has secured in an eminent degree the confidence of his men, as was 
shown in his successful charge at Beams’ Station on 25th of August. 
Attention is called to the report of brigade inspector for strength of this 
brigade, the number of officers absent, and by what authority, &c. I 
have considered it unnecessary to attach a duplicate copy of these 
statistical facts to this report, as the brigade inspector accompanied me 
and noted these facts at my instance in his report which accompanies 
this. 

Heth’s division hospital. Doctor Hubbard in charge, was inspected by 
me about the 5th of September, in company with Doctor Breckinridge, 
medical inspector of the army, Doctor Powell, medical director of the 
corps, and Major Wingate, assistant inspector-general. We found the 
hospital well located in a very beautiful grove near Petersburg, with 
the ground sloping favorably for policing. With the exception of 
being too much crowded, the situation was a good one. The police was 
very bad. In fact, no attention seemed to be paid to cleaning up the 
gTOunds immediately in and about the hospital, nor was proper atten- 
tion bestowed upon the sinks. The ground between the hospital and 
the sinks had been used for uncleanly purposes by the patients, mak- 
ing it offensive to the sight as well as the smell. In this important 
feature of cleanliness there was evident and inexcusable neglect in the 
management of this hospital. I found the sickness of this division was 
on the decrease and the diseases reported of a mild form. There was 
and had been a sufficient supply of medicines, except in Davis’ brigade. 
Strength of division, 5,525; total number sick in hospital, 37C; dis- 
abled, 32. The attention of Surgeon Guild, medical director, and Gen- 
eral Ileth, and General Lee, was called to the want of proper police in 
this hospital. 

Transportation of this division I did not inspect, being disappointed 
two or three times by the weather and since by the presence of office 
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and otlier duties. The general appearance of the animals, as seen on 
the roads, at the depot, &c., is good. Their general condition on inspec- 
tions heretofore has compared well with the best in the army. My daily 
observation in riding through the army confirms the report of Maj. E. 
H. Carter, chief inspector transportation, that the general condition 
of transportation of the armj^ is good; considering all the circumstances 
of the campaign, very good. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Two brigades of Ileth’s division, Cookers and MacEae’s, it will be seen 
are in specially good order and commanded by two most excellent ofii- 
cers, who are strict disciplinarians, but who have great influence over 
their men in camp and on tlie field. Their spirits are specially good 
since the brilliant victory which they, under General Heth, achieved at 
Eeams’ on 25th of August. Archer’s brigade, which heretofore has 
suflered from relaxation of discipline from causes referred to, will soon 
present a marked improvement under the commander of their choice. 
Davis’ brigade, which has been less distingniished for discipline than 
any portion of the division, is giving evidence of improvement, as will 
be seen by second inspection report, made on the 5th of September, and 
to which attention is called in appendix to this report. This division 
has done hard and distinguished service during the campaign, and has 
sustained very heavy losses. General Beth is active and energetic in 
the discharge of his duties, and is devoting himself vith zeal to the 
improved efficiency of his command. 

Mahone’s and Wilcox’s divisions have not been inspected by me, 
except with the view of observing their general police, which I have 
found to be fair. Attention is respectfully called to the inspectors’ 
reports of brigades in these divisions and my indorsements thereon. 

Beauregard’s command was inspected by me in company with one of 
his inspectors, Major Bryan. Colonel Eoman, chief inspector, received 
a circular ffiom the Adjutant and Inspector-General’s Office, con- 
taining instructions, which he thought required him to send his 
reports direct to Eichmond. He has not, therefore, transmitted them 
through me, although he has, since the army reached Petersburg, been 
reporting to and receiving orders from this office. Under this con- 
struction I do not consider it incumbent upon me to make an official 
report of my inspection of Hoke’s and Johnson’wS divisions. 

Artillery: Attention respectfully called' to reports [ofj Captain Dand- 
ridge, adjutant and inspector general, as to the wants, condition, &c., of 
artillery Third and First Corps. Captain D. reports large deficiencies 
in horses. Please see indorsement of Colonel Corley, quartermaster 
army, on the subject. It will be seen that Huger’s and Haskell’s bat- 
talions, situated between James and Appomattox, have suffered very 
much from sickness, principally ague and fever; clothing and equip- 
ments represented good. The artillery horses have been grazed and 
fed some miles in rear of the army. The horses of only one battery 
to each battalion are kept with the guns. There has been scarcity of 
grass, and rations have been reduced. In addition, the flies have been 
unprecedentedly annoying, rendering it impossible for horses to fatten. 
Owing to these reasons, as well as in some cases positive neglect, the 
artillery horses of the army are generally thin. Eo reports have been 
forwarded from artillery of Early’s command. 

Cavalry: No reports have come in from the cavalry, notwithstand- 
ing the circular of 3d of August, issued from this office, requiring them 
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to be made. Having waited until tliis date. 23d of September, without 
bearing from them, I have called upon the "inspectors for an explana- 
tion of tbeir silence. Since the reorganization of the cavalry into a 
corps, wbicb has recently occurred. Major Venable, assistant adjutant 
and inspector general, lias been assigned as chief inspector of the 
corps. Major V. was formerly in that position under General Stuart, 
and rendered efficient service. He is zealous and energetic in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and will no doubt give increased efficiency to the 
inspecting department of the cavalry. Ha\nng been unable to make 
any personal inspections of the cavalry, and receiving no reports for 
the month of August, I will defer for my next report the views sug- 
gested by the iiresent condition and necessities of that arm of the 
service. 


aENEBAL REMARKS. 

General orders and instructions from the dejiartment require me, as 
army inspector, to call attention to the irregularities and deficiencies 
existing in the army and the (iauses of the same. In compliance with 
these instructions, I cannot close this report without expressing the 
comfiction, that has strengthened with my experience as inspector, that 
the source of almost every e\il existing in the army is due to the diffi- 
culty of having orders properly and promptly executed. There is not 
that spirit of rCwSpect for and obedience to general orders which should 
pervade a military organization of such size and upon whose perfection 
ol discipline such great issues of life and liberty depend. In my opin- 
ion, officers of all grades and departments are more or less to blame, 
but the brigade commander, more than any one else, is at fault and 
possesses in a greater degree the power to control and correct the evils 
resulting from this tendency to neglect of duty. Upon him rests the 
greatest responsibility, for the brigade is really the unit organization 
of the army, and refiects the character and qualifications of its com- 
mander. Indeed, the brigadier makes the brigade. If he does his 
duty, the evidences are at once aiiparent in the superior discipline 
and efficiency of his command. If he holds his colonels to a strict 
accountability, the colonels will look to their captams, the captains to 
theii* lieutenants, the commissioned to the non-commissioned officers, 
and thus then is that distinct division of responsibility defined and con- 
templated by the regulations. The proof of this view is in the fact that* 
in the same division will bo found one brigade with its complement of 
bayonets and its guns always bright, whilst another just by, with 
originally the same number, has no bayonets and its guns invariably in 
bad order; one wiU not allow the burning of rails or other depredations 
of property, whilst the adjoining brigadier of the same command says 
the evil cannot be stopped ; one holds his colonels responsible for Govern- 
ment property, whilst the other says it is impossible to bring volunteers 
to such a high state of discipline. The illustration might be extended 
to show that an army with good brigadiers will have good discipline, 
and that without them the best troops deteriorate. The greatest evil 
that flows from this laxity in the execution of orders is straggling. It 
is the parent of almost every other irregularity that affects the ai‘my, 
and contributes more than all others to injure its good name. If the 
orders governing this subject were rigorously enforced by general offi- 
cers, thousands of muskets would be heard in every fight that are now 
never fired, and the disgraceful depredations committed upon private 
property would be unknown. General Orders, Ho, 110, Army Head- 
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quarters, 1862, requires the inspection of arms and roll-call at the begin- 
ning and close of every march, and that all absentees be reported. A 
more important order was never issued, yet it is very generally neg- 
lected throughout the army. The order requiring general officers to 
ride ffiequently along their columns, personally inspecting the order of 
march, is also too generaUy neglected. They reinaiu for the most part 
at the head of their troops, rarely seeing to the straggling of their men. 
Attention is called to circular issued ffiom this office, of the 5th of 
September, requiiing inspectors to report hereafter to this office the 
manner in which different inarches have been conducted and the meas- 
ures adopted by their respective generals to correct the irregularities 
reported. If the inspectors fail to make the report, they will be brought 
before a court-martial for trial for disobedience of orders. The neces- 
sity for reform in the marching of troops requires that stringent meas- 
ures be adopted. 

I have had the honor to report a number of officers to the general 
commanding for violating the orders requiring all prox)erty captured on 
battle-fields to be turned over to the chiefs of the respective depart- 
ments. Horses captured from the enemy are in most cases appropriated 
by the officers of the command capturing them. The chief quarter- 
master of the army is responsible for the transportation of the army, 
and should, under instructions of the general commanding, have the 
sole distribution of Government animals. Attention is resx)ectfLilly 
called to instructions to inspectors on this subject of the 28th of July. 
Orders regulating the settlement of damages done private property are 
frequently neglected. To insure a compliance hereafter and to ascer- 
tain the guilty party when there is neglect, inspectors are required 
(see circular September 5) to forward tri-monthly certificates with their 
reports, stating on whose i)roperty their commands have encamped the 
ten days iirecediiig, the condition of the property when first occupied, 
and at the time of breaking up camp, and whether damages inflicted 
have been settled according to the provisions of General Orders, Ho. 26. 
The insjiectors of the army have not contributed as much to thereimes- 
sion of the evils and irregularities referred to above as the orders de- 
fining their duties contemiilated. The chief reason for this delinquency 
is that inspectors have been too generally considered and used by their 
generals as members of their iiersonal staff*. They have not been 
encouraged in the discharge of their legitimate and x>rescribed duties, 
but have been in many cases ordered to do the work of adjutants and 
aides-de-camp. The functions of the two offices are directly conflicting ; 
indeed, their duties are in many important particulars incompatible. 
The duties of adjutant are at the desk and by the side, or bearing the 
orders of his general j those of inspector are su])ervisory in their nature, 
and keej) him moving constantly along and through his command, seeing 
to the general execution, and reporting all violations of orders and 
regulations. He is thus taken from the iiresence of his commander, 
when as adjutant he is required at his side. To correct this evil I called 
the attention of inspectors, in circular from this office of the 6th of July, 
to the fact that they did not belong to the iiersonal staff*, but would be 
required to discharge the duties prescribed in orders from army head- 
quarters of January, 1863. notwithstanding these orders generals still 
use inspectors as adjutants-general. I would respectfully call the 
attention of the Department to the embarrassments resulting from this 
course. By this system inspectors are taken from the control of the 
chief inspector of the army and become subject to the orders alone of 
their generals. It practically relieves them from the functions as weU 
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as tlie responsibilities of tbeir position. It fnrnislies an excuse for the 
neglect of tbe duties for the faithM discharge of which they were com- 
missioned, and offers every assurance of protection against its penalties. 
The tendency of such a policy is to impair the efficiency of the depart- 
ment and the usefulness of its officers. I would suggest that aides-de- 
camp be required to act in place of adjutants-general when the latter 
are absent from wounds or other causes. This could be done without 
injury to the service or interference with the officers of another depart- 
ment. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

n. E. PEYTONT, . 

Lieutenant- CoJonel^ Ass^htant Adjutant and Inspeetor General, 

Appendix. 

Second Inspection Da'vis^ Brigade. 

On the 5th of September I made a special inspection of Davis’ brigade. 
There was a marked improvement in all respects since my inspection 
three weeks previous. General Heth had ordered frequent inspections 
in the meantime and their beneficial effects were manifest in the gen- 
erally improved condition of the command. The guns, accouterments, 
and trenches were equal to any on the line. The Twenty-sixth Missis- 
sippi Regiment, which was not only the worst in the brigade, but whose 
guns and accouterments were in discreditable condition before, now 
excelled any regiment in the brigade. There was nothing indeed in the 
appearance and condition of the brigade about which I could find fault. 
Having had to complain of so many things at my first inspection of the 
brigade, it gives me pleasure to be able to make a favorable report at 
this time, and to note the decided improvements that have taken place. 

H. E. PEYTOl^, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^ Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General, 


Geneead Orders, \ Hdqrs. Depart^ient of Richmond, 

Ho, 43. i Richmond^ September 1864,^ 

By direction of General Braxton Bragg the hospitals and all officials 
thereto attached within the limits of the post of Richmond, and in its 
vicinity, are hereby transferred to the command of Brig. Gen. T7. M. 
Gardner, commanding post, &c. 

By order of Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewell: 

L. R. PAGE, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
September 23^ 1864, 

General Brag-o, 

Commanding: 

General: Will you allow me to call your attention to the subject 
of a conversation with you when I had the pleasure of seeing you in 
Richmond last in reference to some of my officers^ I have recom- 
mended Brigadier-General Butler for promotion, and as General Lee 
tells me that he has concurred in this recommendation, 1 hope that 
action will be taken in this case as speedily as possible. The interests 
of the service require that this matter should be settled at once, and 
General Butler’s conduct in command of his division on several recent 
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occasions proves Mm to be eminently qualified to command it. I should 
still urge his promotion even at the risk of lovsingthe services of the 
other two brigadier-generals of the division, Mghly as I appreciate 
their services and anxious as I am to see these services rewarded also 


by promotion. I hope that in the reorganization of the cavalry both 
Eosser and Young may be able to obtain larger commands than they 
now hold. The other matter in which you were kind enough to promise 
your assistance was in connection with my former assistant adjutant- 
general, Maj. T, Gr. Barker, who has been with me since the war began 
and from whom I am very unwilling to part. I have asked for his pro- 
motion to a lieutenant-colonelcy, and as my staff officers have all the 
labors and duties pertaining to a corps it is not unreasonable to ask 
for them the rank belonging to staff officers of a corps. If Major 
Barker can be promoted and transferred to the line I shall cheerfully 
give him up, but if no position in the line can be found for him I trust 
that he may be promoted and assigned to duty with me. With him I 
would not have a larger staff than is allowed to corps commanders. 
Hoping that you may find it in your power to promote my wishes in 
these matters, 


I am, very respectfully, yours. 


WADE HAMPTOK 


War Department, G. S. A., 
Eiclimond^ Ya., ISepteniber 28^ 1864. 

General G. T. Beaxjregi-ard, 

Commanding^ &€.: 


General: I have had lately representations from several sources, 
and among them a letter from the Governor of Xorth Carolina, that 
many outrages are being committed in the district beyond the Ohowan 
Eiver by detached parties of soldiers, said mainly to be of the Fifteenth 
Virginia Cavalry, who are roaming about, levying contributions and 
committing depredations upon the people. They are in all probability 
bands of deserters or stragglers, who are enabled to practice these out- 
rages with impunity by holding out the character of authorized bodies 
of Confederate soldiers. I am told the district might be visited with- 
out much danger by some regular cavalry or other force from your 
command, and by their instrumentality these disorderly and plundering 
bands be broken up and the deserters returned to their commands. 
You can best judge of the feasibility of such course, and I only write 
to invite your attention specially to it, and to suggest that such relief 
may be afforded as in your judgment may be done with safety and con- 
sistency to more important interests. 


Very respectfully, 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


[Eirst indorsement ] 

Septembee 24 , 1864 . 

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-Geueral Baker for Ms information 
and action. 

General Baker will take suck steps as he may deem expedient for 
the correction of the evils complained of and will report the result to 
these headquarters. 

Bv command of General Beauregard: 

JNO. M. OTEY, 

Li&utmmirColoiiel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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[Second indorsement ] 

Hdqrs. Second Dist., Dept, op NT. 0. and Southern Va., 

Goldshoroughj September 28^ 1864, 

EespectMly referred to Colonel Gaillard, commanding at Weldon, 
who win please report if any troops are in this section under orders, 
and whether he can send any for the purpose specified in the above 
indorsement. 

By order of Brigadier- General Baker: 

J. C. McEAE, 
Assistan t Adjiita n t- Genera I, 

[Tbud indorsement.] 


Headquarters, 
Weldon^ W 0., ^&pt&iinl)er 30^ 1864, 

EespectfiiUy returned. 

There are no troops beyond the Blackwater that I am aware of; at all 
events, none that receive orders through this office. I would respect- 
fully state that it is impossible/or me to send any troops in that region. 
I applied for a company of cavalry a few days since for the purpose of 
sending them there, and would suggest that a company there would do 
more good and probably take more deserters than on the Eoanoke. 

P. 0. GAILLAED, 
Colonel^ Commanding, 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


Hdqrs. Second Dist., Dept, of NT. 0 . and Southern Ya., 

Goldsboroiighj October 5, 1861, 

Eespectfully returned. 

A company of cavalry has been sent to that section. 

L. S. BAKEE, 
Brigad ier- General, 


[Fifth iudor'semeait.] 

Headquarters Army of Northern Yirginia, 

October 22j 1861, 

Eespectfully forwarded for the information of the Secretary of War. 
For General E. E. Lee: 

W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant AdjtttanP General, 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington^ September ^i, 1861, 

General E. E, Lee, 

Commanding Army of Northern Yirginia^ Petersburg: 
General: I have received your letter, handed me by General Beau- 
regard, this morning. As to labor, I have used every exertion for the 
past year to procure sufficient, but with very indifferent success; four 
precious months in the spring were lost by the whole of my small force 
of negroes being taken away. I succeeded at last in procuring orders 
for all free negroes to be enrolled. At present only 800 have been 



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 1281 

received. Owing to desertions daily and sickness the force at work is 
short of 600. I have work for 2,000 and upward, and it is very press- 
ing. The Conscript Bureau was ordered to enroll the free negroes, and 
if the number proved insufficient to impress the slaves. An order 
to those officers would, peihaps, stir them up. Our need is very great. 
Provision ought to be made to clothe and pay these negroes. The 
quartermaster and engineer departments are six months in arrears here. 
The first to the amount of $2,500,000, the latter to $500,000. I have 
been compelled to address the Secretary of the Treasury directly on the 
sxibject. This oc(‘asions great distress among the free negroes and 
their families, and is no doubt the cause of their continual desertions. 
With regard to the new lines proposed, the works about the city can 
only be taken in hand by a largely increased force of negroes. Those 
for the positions of supports at Sugar Loaf, near Port Fisher, and Piney 
Point and Lockwood’s Folly should be put up only by the troops in 
position at those points, and to construct them and have them uiioccu' 
pied would be dangerous and troops should be there now. Every 
available man at present is employed in finishing the forts and strength- 
ening them, and in putting up the additional guns which have arrived. 
The city gai'rison is on guard every night. In connection with the 
subject of your letter, I beg you will send to General Gilmer for a very 
good letter of General Hebert’s on the defense. Taken with the map 
you will be fuUy possessed of the conditions and necessities of the 
defenses. The map left with you by General Beauregard was unfin- 
ished and taken by mistake. I beg you will return it when copied. 
The scale is 1-80000 and the cardinal points are shown by the parallels. 
I have called on the Governor for aid. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major-General. 

P. S* — I beg leave to call your special attention to the fitting out and 
sending from this port two blockade runners as privateers. They had 
much better be employed in bringing in supplies for your army. If 
they could be made vessels of war, could coi^e at all with any of the 
enemy’s cruisers, could aid in the least in the defense, could break up 
the blockade, or do anything save destroy some few of the enemy’s ves- 
sels, all put together not worth one cargo fr^om abroad for the support 
of the war; nothing should be spared to fit them out. But the fact is 
just the reverse. The expedition of the Tallahassee has greatly in- 
creased the danger to this place. It has doubled the number of the 
enemy off this coast and the efficiency of the blockade; it has made 
your reception of supplies very i^recarious ; it has attracted the atten- 
tion of the enemy here, flushed with their success at Mobile; it has 
caused the loss of the fine steamer Advance, the fastest and best of the 
trade, in consequence of the latter being obliged to transfer all her fine 
English coal to the Tallahassee, and take North Carolina coal instead, 
and brought the whole pressure of the Northern press to bear upon 
the speedy capture of this place. On the other hand, accomplished 
nothing but the burning of a few ships and smacks on the coast of 
New England. This ship and another are now being fitted out for an- 
other cruise. All the vessels in port, although under contract with 
the Government to bring in supplies, are to be compelled to give up 
their coal to such au extent as wiU endanger their safety very much. 
If the officers, guns, ii^nd men can be spared tor an expedition ot this 
kind,, ifcbey can surely be applied better to the defense of this place, to 
R R— vpi, JPLD, PT II 
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aid in picketing and guarding the river now so much exposed, and to 
man the batteries which are so much in need of men. I beg that you 
will have this matter considered. It is in every respect a grave one. 
I am satisfied not only that General Beauregai’d agrees with me, as do 
the officers of the navy here, and the entire community. 

Yery respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITING. 


[First indorsement.] 


Headquarters, 

October o, 1864. 

EespectfuUy submitted to the Secretary of War, with the request 
that orders be given the enrolling officers to expedite as much as 
possible the enrolling of the negro force. The attention of the Depart- 
ment is invited to General Whiting’s remarks as regards the use of the 
naval force in the defense of Wilmington. 

E. E. LEE, 

OeneraJ. 


[Second indorsement.] 


October 6, 1864. 

Eespectftilly referred to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, invit- 
ing his attention to the postscript of General Whiting’s letter. 

J. A. SEDDON. 


[Third indorsement.] 

EespectfuUy returned to honorable Secretary of War. 

General Whiting has evidently not considered the subject of the 
employment of the two vessels to which he refers. Had he looked at 
the structure of these vessels and the effect of the Tallahassee’s cruise 
in its broad light, he would not have expressed the opinions he has, I 
am not aware that this vessel destroyed any smacks, either on the coast 
of Few England or elsewhere, 

S. B, MALLOEY, 

Secretary, 


Headquarters, 

Wilmington, Y. (7., September 24, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor Vance, 

Raleigh: 

Sir: Gan you do anything for Wilmington in the way of labor*? I 
have most important work to do on Bald Head and at Caswell — work 
that is essenti^ to the safety of this place. In the spring all negroes — 
the whole of the very small force sent here — were taken away and four 
months of precious time were lost. Of the free negroes ordered to be 
enrolled, I have been able to get but 800, and many of these have 
deserted and many are down in sickness. If you can do anything to 
aid in this matter, I beg you will do it quickly. There is another sort 
of help wanted; we must have troops here; all the labor and all the 
fortifications and all the engineering skill in the country will not be able 
to save this place without an adequate force. At no time since the 
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war began has the force to defend Wilmington been so small as it is 
now; at no time has it been in greater danger. You know the posi- 
tion of our two great armies, and what our chance is of receiving aid 
by detaching troops from them. Even if we could expect that, it 
might and probably would come too late, or at any rate after the enemy 
might have secured his foothold, perhaps even cut off the forts from 
the town. It is perfectly possible to do this. It can only be prevented 
by the presence of troops in force. If the enemy should be able to cut 
off the forts, no amount of gallantly or endurance on the part of the 
garrisons could save them, lor they would eventually starve. It is no 
more practicable to protect a position like this, by its garrison alone, 
from a combined land and naval attack, than to protect Eichmond or 
Petersburg by their fortifications without the presence of General Lee’s 
army. 

I am informed on good authority that there are 10,000 men in IsTorth 
Carolina between the military ages not in service. Wdl not many of 
them come forward at this time to aid in the defense of their own 
homes*? While it is the duty of the Confederate Government to pro- 
vide for the safety of all vital points, no one can help seeing that as 
events have gone lately, all its force will have to be concentrated in the 
two great armies. We must do our bcvst here to help ourselves. If 
North Carolina can provide any aid, I beg that it may be done at once. 
It is time for all troops that are to be here to be gathering. One-half 
the number before the event will do what double may not be able to 
effect after the enemy makes his appearance. Let these 10,000 men come 
out for three months until the winter may release some of the veter- 
ans. Their very presence may avert attack. I have been laboring 
now for nearly two years to procure guns and put iij) forts. Neither 
guns nor forts will avail, nor engineering, without men. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major-Qeneral, 

P. S. — Since writing the above, I have received a letter from General 
Lee, handed me by General Beauregard, who has just passed through 
south, in which he says the force of negroes must be increased. He 
says further that I must rely for re-enforcements from the reserve 
forces of the State, and the increase to youi* rank and file from the con- 
scripts.” The case is before you now for such aid as you can render. 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

Fetershurg^ Va., September 1861, 

Maj. G. 0. Brown, 

ABmtant A djutant- General : 

Sir: I send you the original application of General Archer to have 
Johnson’s old brigade consolidated with his own. Please inclose this 
with the paper forwarded on the same subject the other day.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. B. POOTE, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oen&iral, 


See Foote to Brown, September 20, p. 1263. 
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[Inolosure.] 

Headquarters Archer^s and Walker’s BRiaADES, 

Augiist 27^ 1864. 

OoL W. H. Taylor, 

Assistant Adjittant- General^ Army of Northern Yirgima: 
Colonel: I have’ the honor to request the transfer of the Tennessee 
brigade (late Bushrod Johnson’s) to my brigade. The Tennesseeans of 
my command who are anxious for this transfer, and have asked me to 
apply for it, assui*e me that it is equally the desire of Bushrod John- 
son’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade is on provost duty in Eichmond. 
EespectMly, your obedient servant, 

J. J. ABOHEE, 
Brigadier General. 


[Pii*8t indorsement.] 

Headquarters Heth’b Division, 

August 37, 1864. 

Eespectftilly forwarded and recommended to the favorable consider- 
ation of the general commanding. I suggest that Walker’s old brigade 
be put on the duty Johnson’s brigade now performs. Walker’s brigade 
is much reduced, and being a Virginia brigade, stationary and near 
their homes, would fill up. It numbers now 600 men for duty. 

EespeetluUy, 

H. HETH, 
Major-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Headquarters Third Army Corps, 

Aiigust 28^ 1864. 


Eespectftilly forwarded, recommended. 

It is certainly advisable to brigade together all the Tennessee troops 
in this army. 

A. P. HILL, 
Lientenant- Genera 1. 


[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 

August 30, 1864. 

EespectMly referred to General Beauregard for remarks. 

By order of General Lee : 

W. H. TAYLOE. 


[Pourth indorsement.] 


August 31, 1864. 

Eespectftilly returned to army headquarters. 

The Tennessee brigade, known as Johnson’s, is now in the Department 
pf Eichmond, under Lieutenant-General Ewell. 

For General Beauregai‘d: 

JNO. M. OTET, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generalf 
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September 1, 1864. 

Eespectfiilly returned. 

It was known tkat this brigade is at tMs time in tlie Dei^artment of 
Eiclimond. As it constitutes a part of Jolinson^s division and is only 
temporarily detached, the application for its transfer to another com- 
mand, by exchange, was submitted for the views of General Eeaure- 
gard. The exchange is deemed advisable. 

By order of General Lee: 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Asahtant Adjutant- General, 


[Sixth indorsement.] 


September 3, 1864. 

EespectfuHy referred to Major-General Johnson. 

By command of General Beauregard: 

GEOEGB WM. BEBNT, 
Colonel mid Assistant Adjutant- General, 


[ Seventh indorsement. 1 

Headquarters Johnson’s Brigade, 

Signal Sill, Va,, September 9, 186i, 
Eespectfully referred by direction of Major-General Johnson for the 
views of regimental commanders. 

By order of Colonel Hughs, commanding brigade: 

WALTER WEIE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[ISghth indorsement.] 

Hdqrs. 17th and 23d Tennessee Eeciments, 

Signal Hill, September 9, 1864, 

Eespectftdly returned. 

From my long connection with what is known as General B. E. John- 
son’s old brigade, and from recent expressions of opinion on the part 
of the officers and men composing the brigade, I am justified in say- 
ing in their behalf, and on my own part, that we are not willing to 
enter into any arrangement that will in any way destroy our identity as 
a brigade. We are now in the Department of Eichmond, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Ewell, but not in Eichmond on provost duty, as stated 
by General Archer. In my opinion the consolidation of this brigade 
with any other brigade, and more esiieciaUy with one in the Army of 
Northern Virginia, to which we do not properly belong, would be inju- 
rious to the service in several ways. Each regiment in this brigade 
has three times recruited its often thinned and decimated ranks to the 
maximum prescribed by law, and, though now much reduced by the 
many recent engagements which it has been in, it can again be recruited 
to the maximum number if allowed to return to Tennessee or remain 
where we are a sufficient time for our friends to learn our whereabouts. 

H. EBADY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
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[Xinib mdorscmeiit.l 

Hdqrs. 44th and 25th Tennessee Eeg-iments, 

Signal Hill, Sejgtem'ber 11, 1804. 

Eespectfully disapproved. 

This brigade has existed as an organi; 2 ation for over two years. We 
have earned an enviable reputation, both for discipline and good con- 
duct on the field of battle. 1 have consulted with my officers and men, 
and they are unanimously opposed to any consohdatioii or transfer, 
even temporarily, and express a commendable desire to recruit their 
shattered ranks. This can be easily accomplished if time and oppor- 
tunity is given. In my opinion this will be the first Tennessee brigade 
recruited after our occupation of Middle Tennessee if allowed to remain 
in its present organization. At present we are on outpost duty in front 
of Signal Hill and doing good service. When our prisoners — about 
500 in number — are exchanged, and oiu* convalescents, sick, and slightly 
wounded — in number about 450 — ^return, we will have more than an 
average brigade. All we ask of the Department is to allow us to retain 
our identity for a time sufficient to demonstrate what energy can do 
toward recruiting a command, even with our State under the heel of 
our oppressors. I believe a transfer of this brigade would prove 
seriously injuiious to the service, as already two of my men have 
deserted to the enemy since this question has been agitated. I doubt 
whether any single brigade of five regiments in the Confederate armies 
can show as many names on their muster-rolls since the commencement 
of the war, or boast a longer list of killed and wounded, or the names 
of more battle-fields on their colors, than B. E. Johnson’s brigade. 
Certainly such a record should entitle these veterans to protest against 
any interference with their identity. 

E. B. SNOWDEl!T, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. iltli and 2jth Tennensee Regiments. 


[TpiitliiiidorseiiiLiit 1 

nEADQrAUTERS SlXTY-THlRD TENNESSEE EeGIMENT, 

Signal Hill, September IS., 1804. 

Eespectfully disapproved. 

Having ascertained the animus of the command respecting the 
change proposed, I am able to say that there is not an officer or private 
in the regiment who is not bitterly opposed to consolidation or any 
change by which the standing of the brigade would be injuriously 
affected, as it must be in this case if the application be successful. 

A. A. BLATE, 

(Japtaln, Gommanding Sixty-third Tennessee Regiment. 

[Elpvenlh nuloisoinoiit ] 

Headqxtaeters Johnson’s Brigade, 

Signal Hill, September 18, 1864. 

Eespe<.tfally returned disapproved. 

J ttertion called to the indorsements of regimental commanders, 
from which it will be perceived that the transferproposed by Brigadier- 
General Archer is by no means ^Hhe desire of this brigade,” and this 
being the ground on which the application is based, we trust that 
the War Department will see fit to disapprove it and suffer us to retain 
our identity and remain where we are in the Department of Eichmond, 
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SO that in time we may recruit our remaining 350 ^"effective men’’ to a 
respectable brigade and prepare ourselves to enter anew the lists in the 
struggle for independence. 

JOHISr M. HUGHS, 
Colonel^ Oommanfling Brigade 

[Twelfth inflorsement ] 

Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

HejJtember 186 L 

EespectfuUy forwarded. 

The sentiments of the brigade are sufficiently indicated in the 
indorsements. My impression is that combination of the brigades pro- 
posed would not be beneficial to the service. 

B. E. JOHNrso]:?r, 

Major-GeneraL 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

Petevsl)ur(jy Fa., iSejptember 24.^ 1864. 

Col. G. W. Brent, 

Assistant AAjiitant-Oeneral : 

Sir : I would respectfully recommend the following improvement in 
the line of defense now occupied by my command. The connection of the 
line of rifle-pits from pickets in front of Wise’s brigade, extending from 
the river to the right, with abatis ten paces in front, the line of rifle- 
pits will thus be made continuous. They shoujd be sloped to the rear, 
so as to be fixed into from main parapet, if ever carried by the enemy, 
and the earth thi‘own up in front should be sloped to the natural sur- 
face like a g-laeis. My troops are ready to commence the work and con- 
tinue it while they occupy the main line. The enemy are working 
constantly in fr'ont of this part of our lines, and are maldng strong for- 
tifications. I would respectfully call attention to the fact that the 
mining on the City Point railroad is not being conducted with proper 
energy. The detail is but small, and does not work regularly. The 
relative position of our lines and those of the enemy is peculiar at this 
point, and seems to call for special attention and skillful means of de- 
fense. The mortar fire on oui‘ line between the river and the City 
Point raikoad is sometimes quite heavy, and there appears to be no 
arrangements for response by our mortars. Mortar batteries on the 
north side of the Appomattox would secure more safety to our men and 
perhaps often silence the enemy’s fire. It appears that the enemy are 
strengthening their second line by a wide and deep ditch; it is also 
reported by deserters that they are building strong batteries in which 
they propose to mount heavy columbiads. This suggests the necessity 
of similar works on our line. At least a ditch of such strength as to 
be a real obstacle might be put in front of our second line, or even our 
front line. In fr'ont of our 8-inch columbiad near the Norfolk railroad 
the enemy have three times battered down our infantry breast-works. 
It seems necessary to make this parapet some twenty feet thick, which 
can be done by running a ditch in front. In case it is thought proper 
to complete the second line to the river it will be necessary that the 
troops in reserve should do the work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. JOHNSON, 

Major- General, 
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Petersburg-, Ya., Sej^t ember 

Lieut Gen. E. S. Ewell, 

Richmond^ Ya, : . 

General: To your communication of the 22d instant, 
report of an inspection of my old brigade, I desire to make 
official response. The suggestion you have made in regard to 
Harris is much better for the brigade and for the service than ^ 

that I have anticipated. I only apprehend that he will not 
that if he should do so it will be with the condition that he sn 
permitted to mount his command. In the recommendation ^ 

made my object was to do the best I could with the 
On the 24th instant I addressed a communication to Maj. G. p' ^ 
of your staff, requesting that my letter recommending 
Colonel Snowden for brigade commander should be regarded as o 
and be forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 1 
entirely satisfied if you decide not to forward that commn^^ • 
Ool. A. S. Marks, formerly of the Seventeenth Tennessee 
now a member of the general court-martial for Forrest’s 
be received by the brigade most favorably, if Governor Harris dec . 
Colonel Marks is one of the best, if not the very best, regim^^ have 
mander I have ever known in the Confederate service. I. L 4 -he 
recommended him for brigade commander had I thought ^^^^Iheen 
present reduced strength of the brigade the command would ^^^^i^ht 
desirable to him. It is also proper to state that he has 
leg below the knee in consequence of a wound received at 
borough. When the brigade was in good condition, and up 
May last, Colonel Marks was desirous of being appointed to tn© " 
mand. He may indeed have the same desire yet. I am ready H ^ ‘ 
ommend him before anyone else, as a military man, possibly -j. ‘ 

Colonel Snowden informed me that it is decided that my ^^^4%hould 
part of my division. If this is so it is no doubt desirable that is 
give it more particular attention than I have lately done. , 
point I should be pleased to have your suggestions aud a proper u - 
standing. Hitherto my actions have been mainly 
matters as my former connection with the brigade enabled ^\^^T^ave 
with perhaps superior means of information. Of Colonel Hughs i a 
clearly expressed my opinion, founded on long familiarity 
qualifications for office and for command. I think he should , 

of the command of the brigade, for which he is entirely disquahue^? 
that he should be brought tu trial. When brought before 
in Tennessee to relieve the army of disabled, disqualified, 
petent officers Colonel Hughs was pronounced incompetent 
command of his regiment, but was retained simply because 
meutcould furnish no competent officer, and it was believed that . 

Hughs could better keep the men together than a new i 

He has, however, failed to keep his men from deserting, and I ^ ^ 
that there are nofc now twenty effective men of his regiment 
for duty. While I should regret to see the officers and ^ 

brigade disappointed in regard to their wishes for the preservation o 
a distinct organization, the report of your inspector presents 
very unfavorable thereto, I confess. If Governor Harris 
placed ill command both of Archer’s and my brigade it would pornaps 
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give satisfaction to these commands, and in the end gain increased 
strength for them. With kind regards, and the hope that we may be 
able to renew x^ersonally our former acquaintance, 

I remain, yours, truly, 

B. K. jOHisrsoisr, 

2Iajor-General, 

P. S. — I incline to the opinion that it will be well to completely reor- 
ganize our army; consolidate regiments, so that every regiment from 
each State shaU be at least 1,000 in effective strength, and return ail 
supernumerary officers to the ranks. 

B. E. J. 


Confidential.] Headquarters, 

Wilmington^ C., Sejptember 25^ 1864. 

To His Excellency Governor Vance, 

Raleigh : 

Sir: I send for your information, the following extract from General 
Lee’s letter to me of the 22d instant on the defense of this place: 

I may as well now state that you must rely for re-enforcements from the reserve 
force of the State, and the increase of your rank and file from the conscripts. I 
should he very glad to send you five veteran brigades as you desire, but it is impos- 
sible to keep an army at every point threatened'sufficient to insure its safety. 

The whole system of defense for Wilmington and its harbor is predi- 
cated on the presence of a strong movable force, indeed no other sys- 
tem could be provided. During tiie whole of the war heretofore, that 
is until the present campaign, it has been considered necessary to keep 
from one to five brigades here. When Poster’s expedition threatened 
this point 8,000 of the best troops in the ai'my were sent here at once. 
At present, as you are no doubt aware, there is no such force here, 
except some 300 lads of the Junior Eeserves, You can then readily see 
why I call upon the State to send forward all her available force. I 
understand that you express a want of confidence in me as command- 
ing general. To that I have only to say that so Wilmington is saved I 
am perfectly willing to aid as far as I am able any of my seniors who 
may be designated as more capable than myself or more acceptable. 
Secondly, no matter who is here, were it TSTapoleon or General Lee, they 
would have to have troops to be able to save the place ; and thirdly, the 
responsibility is now on the people of liforth Carolina, and unless they 
meet it, it will not do to throw it upon the general or the Government 
after the event, should it be disastrous. 1 have been and am doing 
everything our means will allow to strengthen and prepare. The more 
labor and the more time I have the better. I ask for all the men you 
can send me, and all the labor; that is to say, for the latter to increase 
my present small force of negroes to at least 2,000. The troops should 
he gathered, in order to have them ready, armed, and organized, and on 
the spot when the enemy appears. 

Very respectfolly, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 

Major- GeneraL 

P. S. — ^I respectfully request that you will sTiow this to Lieutenant- 
General Holmes. I have marked it confidential, as containing special 
information. 
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Headquabtees Army op Nobthebn Yibg-inia, 

September 26^ 1864. 

Hon. Secbetaey of Wab, 

Richmond : 

SiB: I have the honor to call your attention to the remarks of Major- 
General Pickett, contained in the inclosed letter, with leference to the 
co-operation of the navy with the land forces on James Eiver. I respect- 
fully recommend that the Navy Department be requested to give such 
directions to the officers commanding the fleet as will enable them, by 
agreement with General Pickett, to arrange for immediate and full 
co-operation between them should it become necessary. The navy can 
readily prevent the enemy from crossing the river at the point indicated 
by General Pickett if an understanding be come to by which they shall 
move promptly to the spot upon being notified of the existence of danger. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K. E. LEE, 

General. 


[First indorsement ] 


September 28, 18G4. 

Eespectfully referred to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, inviting 
his attention to General Lee^s letter and inclosure, and requesting that 
orders may be given to secure full concert and co-operation with Gen- 
eral Pickett. 

J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


[Second indorsement ] 


Septembee 28, 1864. 

Eeferred to Flag-Officer John K. Mitchell for attention. 

S. E. MALLOEY, 

Secretary. 


[Third indoisemont ] 


PLAO-sniP Yibg-inia, 
Boulware^s Landing^ September JO, 1864. 

Eeceived yesterday and respectfully returned to the Secretary of the 
Navy with the letter accompanying it from General Pickett. 

The iron-clads and several of the gun-boats have been in position at 
Bishop’s since the 15th instant until yesterday (except for a few brief 
houi‘S to avoid the notice of the exchanged prisoners when coming down 
the river) in pursuance of the orders of the Department for the very 
purpose pioposed in General Pickett’s letter, viz, to move down to 
oppose any movement of the enemy through Dutch Gap and to act 
against him anywhere and at anytime when it can be done with effect. 
The squadron was yesterday and is now stationed from this point up 
^ the pontoon biidge above Chaffin’s Bluff* to operate on the enemy; 
its fire yesterday on the enemy at and near Port Harrison is represented 
to me by General Anderson as being very effective.” Last night dis- 
positions were made with an iron-clad and a gun-boat below Bishop’s 
to protect General Pickett’s left. I have offered repeatedly to the com- 
manding generals on both sides of the James Eiver to co-operate with 



Ohav. lit.] 


COREESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONEEDEEATE. 


1291 


tliem, and sliall always be bappy to answer any calls for this purpose 
and feel thankful for any information which will enable the squadron 
to move promptly where its services can be useful. 

J¥0. K. MITCHELL, 

Flag-Officer^ Commanding James River Squadron. 


[Fourth, indorsement ] 


Navy Depaetjikwt, 

Oi-toher 1, 1864. 

Eespectfully returned to honorable Secretary ofWar, whose atten- 
tion is called to the above indorsement of Mag-Officer Mitchell. 


8. E. M[ALLOEY], 

Meeretary of Kavy. 


[Fitth indorsement ] 


Eoted with pleasure. 


October 1, 1804. 

J. A. S[EDDOhr], 

ISecretary. 

[Tiiflosuie ] 


Headquarters, 
Chesterfield^ Septeynher 25^ 1864. 

Col. Walter II. Taylor, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Anng of Xoy'tJiern Virgmia: 

Colonel: I have the honor to report that Colonel Poague fired 
ninety-four times on Friday, and only forty shots yesterday. He says 
that the flag-of-truce boat came down to Cox’s Wharf and remained 
many hours^ that it would have to cross the line of enemy’s fii'e, and 
he did not wish to draw the fire on the boat loaded with our returned 
X)risouers. In the meantime, Yankee like, the enemy vigorously push 
forward their work at the Gap. I have already reported this truce. I 
now again respectfully call the attention of the commanding general to 
the facts. Something should be done, some understanding come to. 
Either another point of exchange should be agreed upon or they should 
be comi)elled to desist working w'hile the flag is pending. As the flag 
visits so frequently and remains so long, it interferes materially with 
our mortar practice. The firing of Colonel Mayo’s sharpshooters has 
succeeded in keeping the enemy from the bank of the river. A feeble 
attempt was made to reply with musketry, which soon ceased, and the 
enemy then shelled the pickets with mortars, of course without effect. 
The firing of the mortars, Poague’s and Huger’s 8-inch, has kept the 
working parties of the enemy very busy dodging, and their dredging 
machine has come to a stand-still. If they wish to complete the can^ 
they will be (compelled to occupy this bank of the river. Any attempt 
to do this ought to be prevented by the gun -boats. They certainly can 
and ought to do so, and I should like much if the commanding general 
would have it so understood, that w'hen the pickets report any endeavor 
to or appearance of crossing a body of troops in barges, or of laying 
down a pontoon, that the fleet immediately move down to prevent it. 
Mayo’s regiment is small, but with the defenses which we will soon 
have, it, with Poague’s artillery, will (with the assistance asked for 
from the fleet) be enabled to hold in check any advance of the enemy 
tin we can be re-enforced. I regret to report four deserters from the 
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Fifteenth Virginia, Corse’s brigade, last night. General 0. speaks of 
tliem as among the most reliable in the regiment. Also, two from 
Hunton’s brigade. I send his own report in the premises, to show that 
every effort is being made to prevent this practice. Deserter from the 
enemy last night (Orders, INo. 65), Canadian, says he was kidnapped 
with a half dozen others, drugged, and forced into service. This is 
evidently the way in which the quota” is made up. The enemy are 
certainly put to gTcat straits to get men, and by turning in our detailed 
men and employing negroes we will more than equal them in nerve, if 
not in numbers. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-Geifieralj Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Viroinia, 

Sepeniber 186L 

Hon. Secretary of War, 

Richmond : 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose* a report of Major-General Pickett 
of operations on his line, from which you will see that the presence of 
the flag-of-triice boat at Cox’s Wharf interferes with the fire of our 
batteries, and that the enemy takes advantage of it to push on his work 
on the canal. I do not know whether it will be practicable to have the 
returned prisoners delivered at any other point, but respectfully ask 
that some understanding be had between the commissioners on the 
subject. It must be agreed either that the presence of the flag-of-truce 
boat must suspend working as well as filing on both sides, or it must 
be understood that either party shall be at liberty to fire. It is mani- 
fest that we cannot agree to a state of affairs that inures entirely to the 
benefit of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. E. XiEE, 

General. 


Headquarters, 
Petershnrg, September 26^ 1864. 

(jeneral Braxton Brag-o, 

Gommandmg Confederate Armies: 

General : I cannot impress upon you too strongly the imperious 
necessity of getting all our men subject to military duty to the field. 
We should have them with the armies now. The duties of the Enroll- 
ing Bmeau are the most important in the service, and every facility 
should be given to it to increase our forces. I think the officers should 
be entirely relieved from the consideration of exempting, detailing, or 
recommending for light service. Let their sole object an(^ purpose be 
to put men into the field and fill up our depleted regiments. Let others 
undertake their relief and exemption. The enemy are increasing their 
forces in Virginia, and I presume in other States. I get no additions, 
The naen coming in do not supply the vacancies caus^ by sickness, 
desertions, and other casualties. If things thus continue the most 


See next, ante. 
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serious consequences must result. We shall have no use for the men 
detailed in other branches of the service, for agriculture, &c., if we are 
driven from the field. To show the steady increase to General Grant’s 
army, I inclose reports from scouts between the 13th and 23d instant. 
I do not think the transports carry on an average as large a number of 
troops as the observers state — between 250 and 300 in my opinion is 
nearer the truth. According to this diminished estimate you will per- 
ceive that within the times specified about 10,000 men over those he 
has sent away have been added to General Grant here If I had 
negroes to replace the teamsters, cooks, and hospital attendants I 
could increase each division many hundred men. Unless they are sent 
to me rapidly it may be too late. General Whiting is also in need of 
negroes. Will you have orders given in his case also? 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

!R. pj. Jjpip}, 

General. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

NTo. 228. 3 Richmond^ Sejpteynher 26^ 1864, 

«^ # # # # # # 

IV. The workmen at arsenals and ordnance depots under charge of 
the Ordnance Bureau will not be called from their work for mdlitary 
purposes without the consent of the commanding officer of such arsenal 
or depot, except on orders from the War Department or from the gen- 
eral commanding the department in which the arsenal or depot is sit- 
uated. When so called out the commanding officer of the arsenal or 
depot may retain attheii* work a number not to exceed one-third of his 
whole force of mechanics or skilled workmen, on certificate that they 
are necessary to execution of work in hand. In all cases it is enjoined 
on commanding generals to return workmen so withdrawn at the earli- 
est moment, the continued operation of these establishments being of 
great importance at all times. 

# 

XXVIII. Ool. B. S. Ewell, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to 
duty in the Dex)artment of Richmond, and will report for orders to Lieut. 
Gen. R. S. Ewell, commanding, &c. 

XXIX. First Lieut. W..R. Beale, Provisional Army, 0. S., will report 
to Brig. Gen. John Echols, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty. 
####### 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

JXO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington, S&ptember 26, 1864. 

His Excellency Governor Vanoe, 

Raleigh, V. 0. : 

Governor: My great solicitude for the preservation of this place 
induces me to call your attention to a matter which I deem of much 
importance in its defense. The Confederate steamers Tallahassee and 
Cbiokam^uga are now nearly ready for sea, and willjeave this port for 
the purpose of operating against the enemy’s commerce. Should they 
leave on this service, the few vessels they might destroy would be of 
little adya-uta-ge to oup cause, while it would excite the enemy to 
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increase tlie number of tlie blockading squadron to suck an extent as 
to render it almost impossible for vessels running the blockade to 
escape them. I am tully iiersuaded that the public interest v^ould be 
better served by retaining the Tallahassee and Cbi(»kamauga for the 
defense of this place. They would be of vast importance in transport- 
ing troops and supplies to the different points which might be attacked, 
and thus might save Wilmington, which it is so necessary for us to 
hold. Should you coiicui* in these views, I beg Your Excellency will 
write at once to the Government at Eichmond and ask that the vessels 
in question may be retained here for objects indicated, which I cannot 
but believe are of paramount importance, and which doubtless a 
request from Your Excellency will accomplish. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 

Major- General, 


IIeadquauters, 
Wilmington^ Sej^temler 26^ 1861, 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding^ chc., Petersburg : 

General: As I shall probably have nothing better than the State 
reserves to rely upon, will it not be possible at least to let me have 
two companies of cavalry and two batteries of artillery? I always 
had for this command until the spring six companies. Eoui* have been 
taken away, as also two of my best batteries; in fact, the only two 
which had been under fire, and sent to Petersburg, If North Carolina 
furnishes me men it will be as much as we can expect. Witli such 
a large coast line a small force of cavalry will be indispensable, and I 
hope I can get it. The artillery is needed also. One of my-batteries 
here consists of O-poiinders only I telegTaphed you yesterday, asking 
your influence to stop that expedition from leaving this port on a 
privateering trip. I can hardly express myself too strongly against 
this measure. I am satisfied that the officers of the navy concur with 
me. At the very moment when the Ealeigh iron-clad has been 
destroyed and the North Carolina, the only remaining one, is sunk and 
u^eless, when the place is threatened, the enemy^s fleet doubled, an 
expedition is sent off, taking valuable officers, men, guns, and ships, 
all needed for the defenses. The navy ought to help us here, and I 
am sure they are anxious to do it. I hope these vessels will be assigned 
to aid. Their services in guarding the river and remaining batteries 
will be priceless to me in my present condition. I think Flag-Officer 
Pinckney agrees with me, and if it will be proper on his part I am in 
hopes he will apply for this force. General Beauregard, I know, con- 
curs entfrely in the views I have expressed, and it is the sentiment of 
the whole community without exception. 

With regard to your question about probable changes in the force at 
New Berne, I have heard of small movements of troops there, probably 
the exchange you speak of. It is reported to-day that the yellow fever 
is prevailing there, and that there is talk of removing the garrison, 
probably to the sea-coast. I shall no doubt hear definitely to-morrow. 

I have one more point: WiU you direct a supply of arms to be sent 
here with ammunition for such force as I may be able to gather? Many 
that will come from the State will be unarmed. 

Yery respectfully, 

W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major- General, 
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Headqxtaetees, 

Octoher 5, 1864. 

Eespectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War. 

’I think two companies of cavalry or a small battery might be sent 
from South Carolina in the event of an attack on Wilmington. There 
are seven batteries of artillery now there, I should think sufficient. 
I will endeavor to replace the G-i^ounders with better pieces. If the 
n-aval boats and officers required for the defense of Wihnington can be 
efficiently used for that j)urpose I think they had better be so applied. 
The loss of Wilmington to us would weigh more than the destruction 
of the enemy’s coasters. I have sent 7,500 arms to Governor Tance to 
arm the reserves. Should more be required, 1 will endeavor to send 
them. 

E. E. TEE, 

General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

OOTOBEE 6, 1864. 

Eespectfully referred for the consideration of the honorable Secretary 
of the l^avy, inviting his attention to General Lee’s indorsement. 

J. A. SEDDOl??', 

• Secretary. 

[Thud indorst ment.] 

October 8, 1864. 

Ecvspectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War. 

I do not concur in the views of General Whiting, and have written 
to him upon this subject. If such shells as the Tallapoosa and Edith 
are wanted by him, he can at any time find any number he may wish 
in Wilmington. I concur with General Lee’s views, and think the 
vessels should go to sea, and regret that they have been so long de- 
tained in port, 

S. E. MALLOEY, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Headquartees, 

Wilmington^ N. (7., September 26^ 1864. 
Lieutenant-General Holivdbs, Raleigh: 

My dear General: I duly got your note. The information it con- 
tained was not very pleasant but I take it very kindly. .Those people, 
from the Governor down, who express a want of confidence in me” are 
probably people who have kept out of the war, and while I am doing 
my duty to the utmost to defend this place I care very little for abuse. 
I should like to know who the high official” was who gave the Gov- 
ernor his information. I have never reached any such unfortunate con- 
dition as that and never will. Just advise the Governor to do all he can 
to send troopvS and labor here, and when he does that and does his duty 
it will be quite time to take the Government to task for sending me 
here, and me for failure. The i*esponsibility is on him and the people 
of North Carolina, the 10,000 men between the nnlitary ages. General 
Lee has informed me officially that all my reliance must be on the 
reserve forces of the State — a good prospect. The thing is so, neither 
General Lee nor General Anybody can hold this place with the present 
force if attacked with any vigor. I desire its safety so much and so 
sincerely that I am willing at any time to serve under any more able or 
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capable of my seniors wlio may be more acceptable to the people of 
Ealeigh, &c., and to aid any sucli with my entire efforts, or to waive in 
favor of any junior wlio may be wished for. It^s an ungrateful duty 
this, and no bed of roses, and the prospect not particularly cheerful 
ahead. But whether we fail or not it will not do for ]!^orth Carolinians 
to howl at either the Government or the general unless they come for- 
ward manfully with their muskets. Ask the Governor to show you my 
letter to him. This is private to you. McEae wrote me a trieiidly 
letter; ask him to put his pen to work to push forward men and negroes 
as much as he can without compromising the place by too great pub- 
licity of our weakness. 

Yours, truly, 

W. H. 0. WHITIKG, 

Major- GeneraL 


Eichmond, l:Septe7nher 27^ 1864. 
General E. E. Lee, Commanding, dsc. : 

Generai.; The subject of your letter of yesterday’s date has occu- 
pied the attention of the War Department recently and some important 
action has been had which will be seen in the recent general orders. 
The changes which have been made in the Enrolling Department will, it 
is hoped, improve that service and at the same time give to the armies 
in the held some able-bodied men heretofore employed in that duty. I 
do not, however, regard the administration of that branch of the serv- 
ice sufficiently vigorous aud energetic, and fear we shall not realize 
any great result. Your suggestion for an increase of negro force both 
in your army and with General Whiting has been submitted to the 
War Department. A compliance with your request was urged and 
promised. It has been suggested that possibly some force could be 
raised by offering inducements to the enemy’s i^risoners in our hands. 
Many of them, especially in the foreign element, are reported as greatly 
dissatisfied at the course of theii* Government and some voluntary 
offers have been made to enlist in our service. From those whose 
terms of service have expired it is possible we may obtain recruits who 
will at least do us no harm and may add to our strength. The ex- 
periment will be tried. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

BEAXTOlSr BEAGG. 

P. S. — ^We are at a loss for a proper general officer from Alabama 
(disabled) to command reserves and conduct enrolling service. Can 
you suggest one*? 

B. B. 


SPECIA.L Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office, 

Xo. 229. ) Richmond, ISeptemher 27, 1864. 

* ^ « 

YTI. During the temporary absence of Brig. Gen. G. W. 0. Lee, 
Brig. Gen. W. J\I. Gardner will assume command of the brigade of 
Local Defense Troops. 

By command of the Secretaxy of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headquarters, 

Wilmlngtbn^ X, (7., ISeptmiher 27^ 1864. 

Hon. S. E. Mallory, 

Secretary of the Xavy, liiclimond: 

Sir : In tlie present condition of this post, our last remaining sea- 
port, I respectfully request that you will direct Captain Wilkinson’s 
command, for the present at least, to report for the defense of the place 
to the flag-olhcer. I have less force to seciue Wilmington now than at 
any time during the war, and every available man and gun is needed 
more than ever. Tlie two iron-dads, the Ealeigh and N’orth Carolina, 
on which we relied to defend the rips, or inner bars, are both gone. 
We have here no naval forces afloat, and one is greatly needed. The 
officers, men, guns, and ships of the expedition would be of the very 
greatest assistance in every way in event of attack, now regarded as 
imminent. I have been notified that I must depend on this State for 
aid. The departure of this force, at this time, will be a serious loss to 
us. For the iiresent, at least, I beg you will aid me in th is. The enemy’s 
fleet is very largely increased. The difficulty of running the blockade 
has been lately very great. Far more than the avei age of ships have 
been lost, and the receipt of our supplies is veiy iirecarious. Unless I 
receive strong accessions of force, and that very soon, I cannot answer 
for keeping the port even for the return of these ships. With regard 
to the propriety of their remaining to increase the means of defense 
here, I am satisfied that Generals Lee and Beauregard, and the chief 
officers of the navy, agTee with me. I beg leave to refer you to the 
War Department for a statement of the condition of this x->lac6, and the 
necessity of procuring every available man for its security. You know 
its vital importance to our credit abroad and to our ability to continue 
the war. The extreme urgency of the case has induced me to take the 
liberty of addressing you on this subject, for which I trust youwiH 
pardon me. I requested an application from the flag-officer ,* but, though 
he concurred with me in the matter, he informed me that he could not 
properly make it. I hope you will excuse me, therefore, as writing in 
the interest of the defense for both arms of the service. I am building 
batteries and quarters for the small naval force here, to be, of course, 
an exclusive naval command, and the addition of these vessels will be 
of the greatest help. On the other hand, should they successfully evade 
the fleet and get out, it may precipitate attack before either our re- 
enforcements can be gathered or my preparations completed. I beg 
that before giving your final orders on the subject, you will obtain from 
the War Department a report of our exact condition and resources. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ W. H. 0. WHITING, 

Major-General. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

^ Richmond^ Fa., September 28, 1864. 

General E. E. Lee, 

Commanding Army of Xorthern Virginia : 

General: 1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 26th 
instant, inclosing a report of General Pickett, and desiring the co-oper- 
ation of the Navy to be secured in the operations on the river below 
the city. I have seen the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and he 
$2 R R— VOL XLII, PT U 
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operations. A copy of this letter lias been fnrnislied Lieutenant- 
General Ewell, commanding tlie Department of Eicbmond, in whose 
department you will be operating. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Maj. Gen. W. H. 0. Whitinc, 

Wilmington^ A. G, : 


Ealeig-h, September 28^ 1864. 


General; I judge from the tenor of your private letter received 
yesterday that you infer that I did you injustice in expressin|» a want 
of confidence in your command of Wilmington, &c. I desire to say for 
myself fully and framkly all that I have felt or expressed on that sub- 
ject. You are universally (so far as I have learned) regarded as an 
officer of a high order of talent in your profession. In the fall of 1862 
I solicited the President to send you to Wilmington, and my own 
judgment (freely admitted to be worth little) of the works erected for 
the defense of the place but concurs with that of better judges that 
they are well and judiciously built. Only one thing has ever occurred 
to impair the universal confidence which you inspired by your diligence 
in fortifying the town, and that was a very general impression that you 
drank too much; that your nervous system had been injured by it. I 
was also informed by an officer high in command and your friend, that 
at Petersburg you were sufi*ering from depression, caused by abstinence 
from drink. But not until Colonel McEae and others heie, wdio could 
have no personal or political prejudice against you, had made this feel- 
ing public, did I deem it my duty to say a word. Then I wrote to Gen- 
eral Lee, reciting these things, and asking, not for your removal, but 
that in case of actual attack on the city General Beauregard might be 
sent down to help you. This is all that I have said, done, or felt in the 
matter. I don^t think I have done you any injustice, and I know I ha ve 
no unfriendly feeling, though, to confess the' truth, general, you have 
tried me sorely on more than one occasion. Citizens have been shot 
down wantonly in the streets bj' your patrols ; my trains have been 
frequently seized ; my boats seized, and salt-works stopped; the pilot 
of the Advance seized and taken off, and a drunken wretch sent in his 


place, contributing in no small degree to the loss of the vessel ; besides 
numerous instances of an entire usurpation of the civil authority in the 
town of Wilmington and surrounding country. You have no idea of 
the complaints made to me on this head alone, with which I have 
declined to interfere. I believed you to be the man for the defense of 
Wilmington, and have endeavored earnestly to get along harmoniously 
with that great end in view. I have even swallowed in silence some 
very rough and discourteous remarks of a personal character, more 
than once reported as having fallen from you, conscious of my own 
infirmity in this respect in moments of irritation. But I can assure you 
in all truth and sincerity that none of these things moved me to 
express a want of confidence in you, but the cause first mentioned, and 
I am happy to say that I learn that the objection referred to has been 
in a great measure removed. God knows I have no other, so far as 
your capacity to command the defenses of Wilmington is concerned. 

V»y reapedMly, 
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State oe ISTorth OarolinAj Executive Department, 

BaJeigh, September 28, 1864. 

General Whiting, 

Wilmington : 

General : Your letter of the 24th instant, in relation to the defense 
of Wilmington, has been received, and has my earnest consideration, 
I regret to learn that the defense of Wilmington depends alone upon 
the militia forces of the State. If this be so, the place might as well be 
surrendered on the first summons of the enemy. The entire force I 
could send you for three months would not exceed 5,000 men, raw and 
untrained. It was my intention to send every one promptly when the 
time comes, and the reason why I cannot send them and have not sent 
them heretofore in order that you might drill and, to some extent, dis- 
cipline them, is twofold: Eiust, nearly all of the militia subject to my 
control aie farmers; they are now saving forage, making molasses, and 
sowing wheat. I have had them out for thirty days drilling, organ- 
izing, and arresting deserters, about 1,000 of whom have been returned 
to duty. With these men kept out all the time and not permitted to 
sow wheat, the loss to both people and army would be incalculable. 
This is a part of the programme military commanders are apt to forget. 
Now, if I were to send you the negroes and the home guard, having 
already the Junior and Senior Eeserves, what labor would be left to do 
anything at all? I admit that almost anything is preferable to the 
capture of Wilmington, but, destitute as the country is of labor, I had 
earnestly hoped that the militia would be spared until the last moment. 
Secondly, I respectfully submit that I am entitled to judge of the ne- 
cessity which calls these men to the field. It has been the habit of 
Confederate commanders in North Carolina to conduct all matters con- 
nected with our defense without reference to me whatever, with the 
exception of General G. W. Smith, and calls are constantly made upon 
me for the militia without putting me in possession of any facts other 
than the opinion of the officers upon what the necessity of the call is 
predicated. In the spring General Eansom telegraphed me trom Wel- 
don to call out the militia, and to my inquiry what for, he made no 
reply. General Baker wrote me from Goldsborough to the same effect 
some weeks ago, and even now I have not been informed of one single 
circumstance showing why Wilmington is about to be attacked. Your 
opinion is, of course, to be respected, but I should be much better satis- 
fied to make these people lose their crops if my own judgment had an 
opportunity of concurring with yours as to its immediate necessity. I 
now say to you, general, that if convinced of its being absolutely neces- 
sary to the safety of Wilmington I will make any sacrifice that may 
be required, even to the risk of starvation. I will send you every man 
I can control in the State, except from a few counties on the western 
border; will appeal to every other able-bodied man to go, and will go 
myself. You have already the power, under act of Congress, to impress 
slave labor, and for various reasons I prefer you should do it, unless I 
have the power of returning them when I thought proper. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 

Z. B. VANCE. 


Ealeigh, September 28, 1864. 

General W. H. C. Whiting: 

My Dear General : When I told the Governor I should write to you 
the purport of my conversation with him about you, he desired me not 
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to mention the name of the officer, but assented when I told him I would 
substitute the highest authority.^’ I did this rather than not write at 
all, supposing that under the circumstances you would have no diffi- 
culty in understanding who was meant. Thank God, the thing has 
been met, and I do not doubt greatly to your advantage, for your let- 
ters to the Governor and McEae were written in a spirit of such pure, 
disinterested patriotism that they have had good effect. I am directed 
to form the reserve into brigades. I will be obliged if you will recom- 
mend to me by tele^aph some good man to be appointed to command 
the regiment of Junior Eeserves, to be made of the three battalions near 
Wilmington. There will be a brigade of the Juniors, all of which will 
be available for you. 

I am, general, yours, 

T. H. HOLMES. 


Special Orders, ) Adjt, and Insp. General’s Office, 

Ko. 231. ] lUehnond^ Va», tiej^temher 29, 1864. 

II. The Local Defense Troops under the command of Brig. Gen. W. 
M. Gardner, Provisional Army, C. S., will immediately report to Lieut. 
Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding, &c. Such ot the brigade as may be 
essential to the manufacture and continuance of current supplies to 
the army will remain on duty as heretofore. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JlNO. WITHERS, 

Ass istant A dj lit an f - General, 


Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia, 

Chaffin^s Bluffs September 29, 1864 — 9.30 p. m, 

Hon. James A. Seddon, 

Secretary : 

General Gregg reports that he repulsed the several attacks of the 
enemy made against the inteimediate line of defenses, capturing many 
prisoners. The enemy still hold Battery Harrison on the exterior line. 
Our loss is very small. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Arm:y of NTorthern Yiroinia, 

September 29, 1864, 

General Samuel Cooper, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 

General Lee has moved to Chaffin’s Bluff, where he can be communi- 
cated with. Please inform the honorable Secretary of War and General 
Bragg. 

W. H. TATLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Headqxjabtebs Army of Ij^orthern Virg-inia, 

September 29^ 1864. 

Admiral Mitchell, or 

OoMMATOiNG- Officer James Eiver Squadron: 

I request that the bridge at OhafSn’s may be protected and defended 
by your boats. 

E. E. LEE, 

General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

S^temher 29 ^ 1864. 

Maj. E. H. Janney, 

Quartermaster., Bunlop^s Station : 

Lieutenant-General Hill is at General Lee’s headquarters, and deshes 
you to notify him by telegraph whenever trains are ready, and no troops 
at Dunlop’s to use them. 

W. H. TATLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


G^sneral Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia, 

Ko. 58. ) September 29^ 1864. 

For the information of the army, it is announced that the fourth clause 
of paragraph II, General Orders, No. ?• Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, current series, only applies to that class to which the whole 
order appertains — ^that is, no volunteer of the class liable to military 
duty will be received into any company, except on the certificate of an 
enrolling officer that he has volunteered to serve in that company, and 
in accordance with the existing orders of the War Department j but 
those who are not liable to military duty, under the act of Congress 
to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved 17th of Feb- 
ruary, 1864, may be accepted as volunteers in any company whose num- 
bers do not reach the maximum allowed by law. 

By command of General Lee: 

W. H. TATLOE, 
Assistant Adjiitant- General. 


Headquarters, 
September 29, 1864. 

General Braxton Bragg, 

Richmond : 

General Ewell reports the enemy have possession of Fort Harrison. 
Order out the locals and all the other troops to his assistance. 

E. E. LEE. 


Petersburg, September 29, 1864. 

General Braxton Bragg, 

Richmond : 

Can General Gardner take command of the locals'? If he cannot go 
mtp the field whom can you place over them'? 


‘ E. E. LEE. 
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General Ewell, ^ 

Chaffin'^ s Bluff: 

Have telegraphed General Bragg to order out locals. Endeavor to 
retake Fort Harrison. 

Bi. E* LEE. 


ChAPEIn’s BLtJFF, September J99^ 1864—6 a. m. 

General Braoc: 

Affairs look serious. Pickets driven in. While Gardner is away 
would it not be best to place Kemper in command of locals or else 
Pemberton All disposable troops should be on the lines. The enemy 
have possession of Fort Harrison. 

E. S. EWELL, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Chaffin’s Bluff, September 1864. 

(Eeceived 9.50 a. m.) 

General Bracg: 

Enemy approaching Eichmond by the Hew Mai‘ket road in large 
force. Gary is holding Chaffin’s interior line — the locals must hold 
interior line. 

E. 8. EWELL. 


Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864. 

General Brag-G-: 

I have already reported that the local troops will be required to meet 
enemy’s advance on New Market road. Gary reports advance of a 
division. Gary has been sent to meet them. I will extend to my left, 
but enemy are still in my iront. 

E. 8. EWELL. 


. Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864. 

General Bragg : 

If some troops could be sent down the Osborne road, I may hold the 
^nemy in check till General Lee sends me re-enforcements. Enemy 
hold much of the intrenchments around Fort Harrison, and I have 
great difficulty in keeping my men together, who are scattering much, 
being new troops. 

E. 8. EWELL, 
lAeu ten a nt- General. 


Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864 — 2.30 p. m. 

General Bragg: 

One brigade of Field’s division has arrived, and is directed to a point 
in repelhng attack near Fort Gilmer. One regiment has arrived from 
Pickett and is placed to protect Chaffin’s. I have directed Gaiy to 
cover Darbytown road. Some local troops should move in that direc- 
tion as the enemy are extending toward the Darbytown road. General 
Anderson is here. 


E. 8. EWELL. 
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Chafpin’s BltjfEj September 29, 1864—3 p. m. 

General BRAoa: 

The attack on Fort Gilmer was repulsed hj General Field and 
General Gregg handsomely. We will take the offensive as soon as 
troops come up. 

E. S. EWELL. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Yirg-inia, 

September 29, 1864. 

Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell, Cliaffinh Bluff: 

Can you not draw some troops from your left to retake Fort Har- 
rison"? It will take time for troops ffom here to reach north side. 
Don’t wait for them 5 endeavor to retake the salient at once. Pickett 
has been ordered to send a brigade to north side. 

E. E. LEE. 


Williamsburg- Eoad, September 29, 1864. 

General Bragg : 

1 do not think the danger is much on tliis line at present. 

J. 0. PEMBEETON, 

Lieutenan t- Colonel. 


Petersburg, September 29, 1864—7.45 a. m. 
General Pickett, Hancock ^ s Bouse: 

Enemy seems to be moving against Signal Hill. I wish you to pro 
ceed to the left of 3 "our line. Watch operations and endeavor to aid all 
in your power. See whether enemy have diminished in your front, and, 
if so, what re-enforcements you can send to north side. Eequest co-oper- 
ation of the navy. 

E. E. LEE. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

September 29, 1864. 

Major-General Pickett, BcmoocFs Bouse: 

Major Pickett’s telegram received. General Lee desires the regi- 
ments ordered to be in readiness to move, to be sent at once to the 
north side and report to commanding officer. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

September 29, 1864. 

Major-General Pickett, Bancockls Bouse: 

General Gregg reports having captured prisoners from Eighteenth 
Corps, who say they crossed just before day this morning. These troops 
may have left your front. General Lee says it is very desirable, if 
practicable, for you to relieve a brigade to be available for service on 
north side of James. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaeters Army of I^orthern YiRansriA, 

Sejptemher 29^ 1864. 

Brig. Gen. John Greg-o, Chaffin ^ s Bluff: 

Telegram received. Similar report liad flrwSt been received from 
pickets on south side. Endeavor to ascertain nature of movement and 
of what enemy’s force is composed. General Field, with three brigades, 
has been ordered to north side. 

W. H. TAYLOE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Headqtjarters Army of ISTortherivt ViRaiNiA, 

jSeptember 29, 1864. 

Col. G. H. Terrett, Breicry^s Bluff: 

Telegi'am received. Can you not send a force to defend the bridge 
above Chaffin’s from this end? Communicate with commander of 
James Eiver Squadron and request him to see to protection of bridge 
by his boats. 

E, E. EEE. 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

September 29^ 1864 — 11.15 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Otey, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Colonel : Tour communication of this date, inquiring if I can extend 
to the right so as to relieve Cooke’s brigade, has been received. In reply, 
I have simply to state that I will relieve Cooke’s brigade, and have 
given the necessary orders to accomplish that object. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. JOHHSOH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Johnson’s Division, 

September 29, 1864. 

Lieut. Col. John M. Otey, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Colonel : My assistant adjutant-general, Captain Foote, has per- 
haps informed you that the authority to stop the movement for reliev- 
ing Cooke’s brigade could not be communicated before we had covered 
his position. If this brigade is not withdrawn from the city to-night 
I would suggest that it should be placed in vicinity of Blandford Cem- 
etery as a reserve force, or a regiment of it might be placed at each of 
the salients on my line — Colquitt’s, Elliott’s, Gracie’s — and the left of 
my line in reserve. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. E. JOHITSOH, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Army of I^Toethern Virginia, 

Petersburg, September 29, 1864. 

General Baker, Goldsborougli, Pf. G.: 

Procure negro labor and finish works and redoubts at Weldon as 
soon as possible. Strengthen them thoroughly with abatis. 

E. E. LEE. 
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Ahstract from inspection r^ort of Anderson^ division j Maj. Gen. William Mahone com- 
mandingj for September 39, 1804. 


Command. 


Present for 
duty. 


50 

Q 


Maihone’s brigade (Weisiger) . 

Harris’ brigade (Harris) 

Wright's brigade (Gibson) — 

Total 


286 


1, 037 
592 


3, 095 


<Q C3 
■22 
u 

a*-H 


3. 381 


§ 

§ 

ft 


a 


1, 232 
897 
.1,390 

667 


® 43 
F-l fl 

ftS 

fao 


2, 598 
1,915 
2,988 

3, 181 


10, C 


Organization of An dersonh division, 

Maj. Gen. William Mahone. 


Mahoneys Brigade. 

Col. David A. Weisiger. 

6tli Virginia, Col. George T. Rogers. 
12th Virginia, Maj. J. Richard Lewellen. 
16th Virginia, Lient. Col. Richard O. 
Whitehead. 

41st Virginia, Lient. Col. Joseph P. Mine- 
tree. 

6l8t Virginia, Lieut. Col. William H. 
Stewart. 

WrigMs Brigade. 

Col. William Gibson. 

3d Georgia, Capt. James K. Wright. 
22d Georgia, Capt. George W. Thomas. 
48th Georgia, Lieut. Col. M. R. Hall. 

64th Georgia, Capt. James G. Brown. 

2d Georgia Battalion, Capt. George S. 
Jones. 

10th Georgia Battalion, Capt. William A. 
Greer. 


■ Harris^ Brigade. 

I 

I Brig. Gen. Nathaniel H. Harris. 

12th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Thomas B, 
Manlove. 

16th Mississippi, Capt. John S. Lewis. 

I 19th Mississippi, Col. Richard W. Phipps. 
' 48th Mississippi, Col. Joseph M. Jayne. 


< Finegan^s and Perry’s Brigades. 

I Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan. 

2d Florida, Capt. John B. G. O'Neill. 
5th Florida, Capt. John W. Holleyman. 
8th Florida, J. Anthony Pacetty. 

9th Florida, Col. John M. Martin. 

I 10th Florida, Lieut. Col. William W. 
' Scott. 

j 11th Florida, * Col. Theodore W. Brevard. 


Ohaffin^s Bluff, September SO., 1H64 — 8.10 p. on. 
Hon. Jas. a. Seddon, 

Seeretao-y of War: 


An attempt was made this afternoon to retake Battery Harrison, 
which, though partly successful, failed. 


B. E. LEE. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty., Army of Northern Va., 

No. — . 3 Septeonher 80^ 1861. 

I. Battalion commanders will make arrangements with the engineer 
officers to have all guns which are exposed to the fire of the enemy’s 


Two companies Bonaud's (Georgia) Battalion attached to this regiment. 
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sliarpshooters immediately provided with mantlets, to protect the gun- 
ners, of the pattern now being furnished by the engineers, and also to 
provide on each flank of every gun on the lines a lookout loop-hole for 
sentries and gunners, covering the entire fleld of the Are of the gun. 
The pattern of loop-hole adopted, or the loop-holes themselves, can be 
obtained at the engineer workshops of Lieutenant Wise, in Peters- 
burg, near the back of the Weldon railroad. 

II. Should the enemy open a general bombardment along the lines, 
guns and men will be kept under cover and no reply made to their 
artillery fire without special instructions. One sentinel will be kept 
constantly on the alert at every gun, observing the ground in front 
through one of the loop-holes by day and by night, to report any 
movement of troops or preparations for an assault of the enemy. The 
commanding officer of each battery will be held responsible for the vig- 
ilance of this watch. Should any troops appear within range at any 
time every available gun will immediately open upon thena. Should 
the bombardment be kept up during the night the sentries will be 
doubled at dark on the front lines, all guns run into position and their 
embrasures cleared, and those on the front lines be doubled- shotted 
with canister. The mortars during the bombardment will fire occa- 
sionally at the batteries of the enemy in their reach, and from a half 
hour after dark, and from midnight until daylight, will maintain a slow 
fire upon all ravines and positions within reach in which the enemy 
might mass troops, but will never allow their ammunition on hand to be 
reduced below thirty rounds per mortar unless the enemy should make 
a lodgment in our lines. Should this occur every available mortar 
will open upon his lodgment and the light ones will be moved up in 
the trenches and concentrated upon it. 

III. All guns must be habitually kept covered Jfrom the enemy’s fire 
and view during the day, and at night moved into position. Mantlets 
will not be wanted to protect from artillery fixe alone. They will 
be habitually kept mounted only on guns on the front lines, and those 
must be well concealed from view and fire. 

Bv command of General Alexander, acting chief of artillery: 

b. D. PE^TDLETOlSr, 

Assistant Adjutant-- General. 


AWract from return of Wilcoxes division, Ambrose P. RilVs corjpSj Maj. Gen. Cadmus 
M. Wilcox commanding, for September 30, 1804. 


Command. 

Aggregate present 
for duty. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

1 Present efiPective for 

1 the fleld. 

1 

« ^ i. ca 

U 

1.275 

994 

1,287 

1,210 

i 

14 

1,544 

1,258 

1,503 

1,500 

14 * 
3, 617 
2,180 
3, 156 
3,009 



1, 275 
1,172 
1,296 
1,212 



J]u,OijrOW nU S ungau© \ jyioijru w ttuy 


4,780 

5,819 

11, 976 

4,955 


1 1 
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Organization of WileoaPs Division, 

Maj. Gen. Cabmus M. Wilcox. 

Lm^a Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. James H. Lane. 

7tli North Carolina, Lient. Col. William L. Davidson. 
18th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John W. McGill. 

28th North Carolina, Maj. Samuel N. Stowe. 

33d North Carolina, Col. Robert V. Cowan. 

37th North Carolina, Col. William M. Barbour: 

McGowan^a Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan. 

Ist South Carolina, Col. Charles W. McCreary. 

Ist South Carolina Rifles, Col. G. McDuffie Miller. 
12th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Edwin F. Bookter, 
13th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. William Lester. 

14th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Edward Croft. 


Thomas^ Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Edward L. Thomas. 

14th Georgia, Lieut. Col. Richard P. Lester. 

35th Georgia, Maj. James T. McElvany. 

45th Georgia, Capt. Aurelius W. Gibson. 

49th Georgia, Col. John T. Jordan. 

Scales^ Bngade. 

Brig, Gen. Alfred M. Scales. 

13th North Carolina, Col. Joseph H. Hyman. 

16th North Carolina, Col. William A. Stowe. 

22d North Carolina, Col. Thomas S. Gallaway, jr. 
34th North Carolina, Col. William L. J. Lowrance, 
38th North Carolina, Col. John Ashford. 


Strength of SethJa division, Third Army Co'i'jps, Maj. Gen. Henry Heth commanding, 

for September SO, Z864. 


Command. 

1 

Aggregate present 
for duty. 

Aggregate present 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Present effeotive for 
the field. 

Diviflion and staff 

6 

6 

9 


Archer’s brigade (Archer) 

1.283 

I 1,540 

3.601 1 

1.153 

Davis’ brigaue (Davis) 

927 

1,022 

2,869 

1,072 

MaoRae’s brigade (MaoRae) 

1, 394 

1,757 

3, 099 

1,231 

Total 

3, CIO 1 

4,375 

9,578 , 

3,456 
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Organization of EeWs Division. 

Maj. Gen. Henry Heth. 


Archet'^s and WalTcer^s Brigades. 

Brig. Gen. James J. Archer. 

13th Alabama, Lieut. Col, James Aiken. 
1st Tennessee, Capt. William S. Daniel. 
7th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Samuel G. 
Shepard. 

14th Tennessee, Col. William McComb. 
2d Maryland Battalion, Capt. John W. 
Torsch. 

40th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Arthur S. 
Cunningham. 

47th Virginia, Capt. E. L. Wharton. 

55th Virginia, Mn,]. Robert B. Fauntleroy. 
22d Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Ed- 
ward P. Tayloe. 


I)avi^ Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Joseph R. Davis. 

1st Confederate Battalion, Lieut. Col. 

Francis B. McClung, 

2d Mississippi, Col. John M. Stone. 
11th Mississippi, Maj. Reuben O. Rey- 
nolds 

26th Mississippi, Col. Arthur E. Rey- 
nolds. 

42d Mississippi, C apt . Thomas R . Smith . 
55th North Carolina, Capt. Walter A. 
Whitted. 


MacBae^s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. William MacRae. 

11th North Carolina, Col. William J. Martin. 

26th North Carolina, Maj. James T. Adams. 

44th North Carolina, Maj. Charles M. Stedman. 

47th North Carolina, Maj. William C. Lankford. 

52d North Carolina, Lieut. William W. Carmichael 


Strength of the Third Corps Artillery, Army of Korthern Virginia, Col. R. L. Walker 
commanding, September SO, 1864.^ 


Conmiand. 

Present for 1 
duty. ^ 

Present and 
absent. 

Present effect- 
ive for the 
field. 


CO 

o 

00 

s 

r® 

OfBcera. 

Men. 

i 1 
i 

o 

1 

i 

V 

s 

O 

Men. 

Guns. 

1 

CO 

Staff 

7 ! 

10 

8 

30 

7 

! 

' 10 



Cutts’ battalion 1 

26 1 

604 

49 

984 

20 

604 

32 

265 

McIntosh’s battalion 

24 

414 

27 

719 

24 

414 

21 

221 

Pogram’s battalion 

d 

363 

23 

647 

9 

363 

20 

159 

Poague’s battalion 

14 

188 

22 

449 

14 

188 

13 

128 

Washington Artillery 

17 

, 271 

24 

411 

17 

271 ’ 

14 

119 

Total 

97 

1 1, 850 

153 

3 220 

97 

1,850 

100 

892 


Strength of the Cavalry Coiys. Army of Northern Virginia, Maj. Gen. Wade JSampton 
commanding, for September SO, 1864.% 


Command. 

Aggregate 
present for 
duty. 

Aggregate 

present. 

Aggregate 
present and 
absent. 

Present effect- 
ive for the 
field. 

Pieces of field 
artillery. 

riart AT’A.I al.a.e* ...... 

72 





TjAa’a fliviRioTi /Lfifi'k 

2, 684 

3,243 

5,707 

2,241 


llutler’s di vision (Rntler) r - .............. ........ 

i;510 

2, 111 

61302 

882 


I'.m flfftrl A /T^Afi.yi'nrrl ....... 

1^374 

1, 636 

2,226 

937 


Artillery (Chew) 

222 

'254 

'333 

227 

12 

Total TI-- - - ........ 

5,862 

7,244 

14,568 

4,287 





^ From Capt. Richard Walkers report of inspection at that date, 
t Comprising Lane’s and Richardson’s battalions, 
t As shown by inspection report qf Maj. A, R. Venable. 
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Organization of Cavalry GorpSj Amiy of N'orthern Virginia. 

Maj. Gen. Wabe Hampton. 


lee’s division. 


Maj. Gen. William H. F. Lee. 


CliamblM Brigade. 


Col. J. Lucius Davis. 

Qth Virginia, Lieut. Col. Thomas Waller. 
10th Virginia, Capt. John H. Dettor. 

13th Virginia, Col. Jefferson C. Phillips, 


Barringer^s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Rufus Barringer. 


1st North Carolina, Col. William H. Cheek. 
2d North Carolina, Col. William P. Roberts. 
3d North Carolina, Maj. Roger Moore. 

5th North Carolina, Maj. James H. McNeill. 


butler’s DI^^SION. 

Brig. Gen. Matthew C. Butler. 
BuiUr'e Brigade, 


Brig. Gen. John Dunovant. 


4th South Carolina, Col. B. TToaer Rutledge. 

5th South Carolina, Lieut. ( ol. JioixTi- J. Jeffords. 
6th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Lovick P. Miller. 


Toiing^s Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Pierce M. B. Young. 

7th Georgia, Maj. Edward C. Anderson, jr. 

“ I «■ J- F»<i- w«ins. 

Cobb’s Legion, Capt. John H. Burr. 

BEARING’S brigade. 


Brig. Gen. James Bearing. 


7tli Confederate, Col. V. H. Talijifcrro. 

4th North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Ferobco, 
8th Georgia, Col. Joel R. Griilin. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Maj. E. Preston Chet\. 

Hart’s (South Carolina) battery, Capt. James F. Hart. 

McGregor's (Virginia) battery/ Capt. William M. McGregor. 

Petersburg (Virginia) Light Battery, Capt. Edward Graham. 

Abstract from return of the troops commanded by 2faj. Gen, Bushrod B. Johnson^ for Sep- 
tember 30, 1SG4, 


ConuDaiid. 


Staff 

Elliott’s brigade . 
Wise’s brigade .. 
Gracio’s brigade . 
Hansom’s brigade 

Total 


Present for 
duty 

1 

>1,1 

Effective total pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate present. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Prisoners of war. 

7 

5 

5 

12 

14 


9G 

905 

1,023 

1, 528 

3,150 

262 

108 

891 

94^ 

1, 463 

2,834 

281 

109 

1,096 

1,062 

1, 63G 

2,839 

155 

132 

1,389 

1, 387 

2, 124 

3,774 

347 

452 

4, 286 

4,426 

6, 763 

12, 611 

1,045 


Organizatioi of Johnson’^ s Command, 


Mnj. Ctciu Bushrod E. Johnson. 
ElUoifs Brigade. 


17th South Carolina, Col. Fitz W. McMaster. 

18th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. W. B. Allison. 

22d South Carolina, Lieut. Col. William G. Burt. 
23d South Carolina, Col. Henry L. Benbow. 

26th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Joshua H. Hudson. 

Wis^s Brigade, 


26th Virginia, Capt. Napoleon B. Street. 

34th A'^irginia, Lieut. Col. Randolph Harrison. 
46th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Peyton Wise. 

59th Virginia, Capt. James L. Jennett, 

Bansom^s Brigade. 


24th North Carolina Regiment. 
23th North Carolina Regiment. 
35th North Carolina Regiment. 
49th North Carolina Regiment. 
56th North Carolina Regiment. 

Grade’s Brigade, 


23d Alabama Battalion. 
41st Alabama Regiment. 
43d Alabama Regiment. 
59th Alabama Regiment. 
60th Alabama Regiment. 




ALTERNATE B E S I GIST A T I O K S 


OP 

OEaAISriZATIONS MEITTIOHED Ilf THIS VOLUME." 


Abbots (Henry L.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Tvooxis, let Segment. 
Abbott’s (Josepli C.) Infantry. See 2s ew Hamjgaliire Troops, 7th Itegiment, 

Abie’s (T. N.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, S2d Regiment. 

Adams’ (Charles F., jr.) Cavalry. See JJassachustits Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Adams’ (James T.) Infantry. See Xorth Carolina Traoj^s, Confederate, 2bth Regiment. 
Adams’ (Zaohariah T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat- 
talion, Battery D. 

Aset’s (George) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 
Aiken’s (Hugh K.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Aiken’s (James) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Albemarle Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Alden’s (Alonzo) Infantry. See New TorTc Troops, 169th Regiment. 

Alleghany Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confedm^ate. 

Allen’s (David A ) Infantry. See New TorTc Troops, 39th Regiment. 

Allen’s (Richard J.) Infan try. See North, Carolina Troops, Union, Ist Regiment. 
Allison’s (W. B.) Infan try. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Ames’ (John W.) Infan try. See Union Troops, Colored, 6ih Regiment. 

Ames’ (Nelson) Artillery. See New TorTc Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery C. 

Amherst Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Anderson’s (Charles L.) Artillery. See New TorTc Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery JL 
Anderson’s (Edward C., jr.) Cavalry. See CTeorgia Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Anderson’s (James L.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Ajnderson’s (John H.) infan try. See North Carolina Ti'oops, Confederate, 2d Bat- 
talion, Reserves. 

Anderson’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Richmond BCowitsei^s, post, 1st Company. 
Andrew Sharpshooters. See jUlussachusetts Troops, Ist Company. 

Andrews’ (Joseph) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Angel’s (James R.) Artillery. See New TorTc Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery K. 
Anthony’s (George T.) Artillery. See N<nv TorTc Troops, 17th Battery. 

Archer’s (Fletcher H.) Reserves. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Armory Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Ist Battalion, Local 
Defense, 

Armstrong’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Armstrong’s (Samuel C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. 
Arsenal Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Battalion, Local 
Defense. 

Ashby’s (George E.) Artillery. See New TorTc Troops, 3d Regment, Baitery E. 
Ashford’s (John) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedei'ate, 38th Regiment. 
Ashland Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Atkinson’s (Edmund N.) Infantiy. See Georgia Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Atwell’s (Seager S.) Infantry. See Connec ticut Troops, 7tTs Regiment. 

* References, unless otherwise moicated, are to index following. 
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Baily's (James E.) Infantry. 
Baird’s (Alfred H.) Cavalry. 
Baker’s (John A.) Cavalry. 
*Baker’s (John H.) Infantry. 


August’s (Thomas P.) Infantry. See Virginia Tn^oo^a, Confedei'atej loth Hegiment 
Avery’s (Clark M.) Infantry. See No7*th Cai'olina Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment, 
Avery’s (Martin P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 60th Regiment, 

Avery’s (M. Henry) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Aylett’s (William R.; Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confede^'ate, 5Sd Regiment, 
Bailey’s (Peter S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, S7ih Regiment, 

See BeVmare Troops, 3d Regiment, 

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 
See North Carolina Troops, Co7ifederate, 3d Regiment, 
See Geot'gia Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Baker’s ( J. Stannard) Cavalry, See District of Columbia Troops, 1st Reghnent, 
Ball’s (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Ballard’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Wiscoyisbt Troojys, 38th Regiment. 

Bambach’s (John) Infantry. See New YorTc Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Barbour’s (William M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 37th 
Regiment. 

Barker’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See Neiv Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment, 

Barnes’ (Almont) Artilleiy. See Nexo YorJc Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Barnes’ (Dixon) Infantry. See South Cairolina Troops, ISth Regiment. 

Barney’s (Albert M.) Infantry. See New Yoi'h Troops, 143d Regiment, 

Bamum’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Barrett’s (Gregory, jr.) Infantry. See Maryla^id Troops, Union, 4ih and 7th^ Regi- 
ments, 

Barrett’s (Norman A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Tt'oops, Gth Regiment, 

Barrier’s (Rufus A.) Infantry. See North Carolma Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment, 
Basinger’s (William S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Battalion, 

Bass’ (William R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 66th Regiment, 
Baxter’s (Orson A.) Cavalry, See Massachusetts Troojys, ith Regiment, 

Beale’s (Richard L. T.) Cavalry, See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment, 
Beck’s (W. Butler) Artillery. See Union Tt'oops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Batteries 
C and I. 

Bedford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Benbow’s (Henry L.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 33d Regiment. 
Bennett’s (R. Tyler) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 14th Regi- 
ment, 

Bent’s (Luther S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Bentley’s (William W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Regiment. 
Berkeley’s (Norhorne) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 8ih Regiment, 
Biles’ (Edwin R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Birkman’s (Richard M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 191st Regiment. 
Black’s (Mahlon) Sharpshooters. See Minnesota Ti'oops, 3d Company, 

Blackman’s (Albert M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 27th Regiment. 
Blacknall’s (Charles 0.) Infantry. Bee North Carolina Troops, Coyifederate, 23d Regi- 
ment. 

Blake’s (Francis D.) Artillery. See South Cai'olina Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A, 
Blake’s (Julius A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Blount’s (John M.) Artillery. See North CaywVma T'oops, Confederate, 1st Regiment 
Blount’s (Joseph G.) Artillery. See Vh'ginia Troops, Confederate. 

Board’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Vwginia Troops, Confederate, 58th Regiment. 
Boemstein’s (Augustus S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 4th Regiment. 
Bolter’s (Sampson) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Bolton’s (Joseph K.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Bonaud’s (A.) BEeavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 28th Battalion. 

Bookter’s (Edwin F.) Infantry. See South Cay'olina Troops, 12th Regiment, 


Temporarily commanding. 



Chap. LIV.] 


ORaAMZATIONS MENTIONED. 


1315 


Bosbysliell^s (Oliver C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troo^Sj 48th Begimeni, 
Boston^s (Reuben B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops^ Confederate^ Sth Regiment, 
Bowen’s (Robert E.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, M Regiment, Rifles, 
Bowles' (Pinckney D.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 4th Regiment, 

Boyd’s (James) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Regiment, 

Boyd's (Samuel H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment, 
Boyd's (Waller M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops y Confederate, 19th Regiment, 
Boykin's (Stephen M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 20th Regiment, 
Brabble's (Edmund C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 32d Regi- 
ment, 

Bradford's (William D.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards, Artillery, post. 
Bradshaw's (Charles W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42d 
Regiment, 

Brady's Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops. 

Branch Artillery. See North Carolina Tt'oops, Confederate, 

Branch's (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confedet^ate, 44th Battalion, 
BrandePs (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Letchei' Artillery, post. 

Brevard's (Theodore W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, llih Regiment. 

Bright's (John J.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops^ Confederate, $d 
Regiment; also 1st Battalion, 

Brinckl^'s (John R.) ArtiUery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Sth Regiment, Battery E, 
Broadfoot’s (Charles W.) Infantry. North Carolina Troops, Confedet^aie, 1st Regi- 
ment, Junior Reserves . 

Broady’s (K. Oscar) Infantry. See New York Troops, Gist Regiment, 

Brooke Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Brooks Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Brower’s (Martin V. B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 57th Regiment, 

Brown's (Francis T.) Infantry. See Connecticut Tt'oops, llih Regiment. 

Brown's (Hamilton A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Tt^oops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

Brown's (Harvey W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment, 

Brown's (Jack) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 59th Regiment, 

Brown's (James F.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment, 

Brown's James Gr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, G4th Regiment. 

Brown's (T. Frederick) Artillery, Rhode Island Tt'oops, 1st Regiment, Batteries 
A and B, 

Brunson's (Ervin B.) Artillery. See Fee Dee Artillery, post. 

Buie's (Duncan M.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 
Bulger's (Michael J.) Infantry. See Alabama Tt'oops, 47th Regiment. 

Bumstead's (Horace) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 43d Regiment. 

Burr's (John H.) Cavalry. See CobVs Legion, post. 

Bint's (Mason W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 22d Regiment, 

Burt's (William G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment, 

Burton's (John E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 11th Battery. 

Biutou's (John H.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Tt'oops. 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery I, 

Bussey’s (Hezekiah) Infantry. See Georgia Troops,' 27th Regiment. 

Butler’s (Andrew P.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, P. A, 
Butler’s (Benjamin C.) Infan try. See New York Troops, 9Sd Regiment. 

Callais' (W. J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Tt'oops, Confederate, SSd Regiment, 
Callaway^s (Morgan) Artillery. See Fulaski Artillery, post. 

Campbell’s (Edward) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Cannon's (Madison M.) Infant ry. See Ne^o York Troops, 40th Regiment, 

Carlton's (Henry H.) Artillery. See Troup Artillery, post, 

Carznical's (George H.) Infantry, See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment, 
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CannichaeVs (William W.) Infantry* See North Carolina Troops j ConfederatCj 52d 
BegimenU 

Carpenter’s (John C.) Artillery. Soe Alleghany Arlillei^y, ante. 

Carrington’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 18th Regiment, 
Carrington’s (James McD.) Artillery, See Charlottesville Artillery, post. 

Carter’s (R. Welhy) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confedm'aie, 1st Regiment. 
Carter’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 157th Regiment, 

Carter’s (William P.) Artillery, See King William Artillei'y, post. 

Cayce’s (George M.) Artillery. See Purcell Artillery, post. 

Chamberlain’s (Ahial G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, o7th Regiment. 
Chamberlain’s (Samuel E.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Chamberlayne’s (John H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 
Chamberlin’s (William N.) Artillery. See Neio Hampshire Troops, 1st Battery. 
Charlotte Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 
Charlottesville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Cheek’s (William H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

Chew’s (Robert S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment. 
Child’s (William D.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battei'ies A 
and B. 

Choate’s (Ih:anois C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment, Battery B. 
Christian’s (William S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 65th Regiment. 
Clapp’s (Dexter E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 38th Regiment. 

Clark’s (A. Judson) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Battery. 

Clark’s (Stephen R.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Clarke’s (Roheit) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery A, 
Clarke’s (Will W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Clinton’s (James B.) Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, Ist Battery. 

Clutter’s (Yalentine J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Coan’s (William B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 48th Regiment. 

Coast Guard, Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Cobb’s Legion. See Georgia Trooxis. 

Cobb’s (Norvell) Infantiy. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 44th Regiment. 
Cochran’s (A. J.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards, Artillery , x>ost . 

Cochran’s (Jesse C.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Cochran’s (Thomas A.) Infantry. See Rennsylvania Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Coit’s (Charles M.) Infantiy. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regbnent. 

Colburn’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 59ih Regiment. 

Coloock’s (Charles J.) Cavalry. Soe South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Cole’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 3d Regiment. 

Coleman’s (Henry E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Regi- 
ment. 

Coles’ (Hiram E.) Infantry. See Virginia Trooj}s, Confederate, 40th Regiment 
Collins’ (Charles R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troojis, Confederate, 15th Regiment. 
Collis’ (Charles H. T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Ttoops, 114th Regiment. 
Confederate Guards, Ardllei^. See Mississippi Troogs. 

Confederate States IZouaves, Infantry. See Alfred Coppens^ Infantnj, post. 
Conne:^s (Freeman) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Censer’s (John C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Tiwops, 105th Regiment. 

Cook’s (George B.) Heavy Artillery. See Conneciicuf Troops, Ist Regiment 
Cook’s (John E.) Infantiy. Soe New York Troops, 7G1h Regiment 
Cook’s (Philip) Infantiy. See Georgia Troops, iih Regiment 
Coonan’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 183d Regiment. 

Cooper’s (John B.) Infantiy. See Neio Hampshire Troops, Ofh Regiment 
Cooper’s (Raleigh L.) Artillery. See Stafford Artillery, poU. 
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Coppens’ (Alfred) Infantry. See Louisiana Troo^ys. 

Coughlin^s (John) Infantry. See Xeio Samjyshire Troops, lOth RegUneni. 
Connselman’s (Jacob II.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, rnion, 1st Reginitul. 
Conrtney Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Cowan’s (Robert Y.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 83d Regimen^- 
Coward’s (A.) Infantry. See JSouth Carolina Ty^oops, oth Regiment. 

Cos’s (William R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8d Regiment. 
Creney’s (James) Infantry. See New Yorh Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Crenshaw’s (William G.) Artillery. See Thomas Elletfs Artillery, post. 

Croft’s (Edward) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Culp’s (John R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Cummins’s (James B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat- 
talion, Battery C. 

Cumminss’ (Emory) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 83d Battalion. 

Cunningham’s (Arthur S.) Infantry. vSee Virginia Troops, Confederate, 40th Regiment. 
Cutcheon’s (Byron M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troojys, 80ih Regiment. 

Daggett’s (Rufus) Infantry. See N^w York Troops, 117th Regiment. 

Dance’s (Willis J.) Artillery. See Powhatan Artillei'y, post. 

Dandy’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 100th Regiment. 

Danforth’s (John B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Ist Regiment, StaU 
Resey'ves, Militia. 

Daniel’s (William S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troojys, 1st Regiment, P. A. 

Daniels’ (Percy) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Danville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Dare’s (Daniel) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 13th Regiment, 

Dauchy’s (George K.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Battery. 

Davidson’s (George S.) Artillery. See John II. Chamlerlayne's Artillei'y, ante. 
Davidson’s (William L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Reg. 
iment, 

Davis’ (James T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment 
Davis’ ( J. Lucius) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confedet^ate, 10th Regiment. 

Davis’ (John B.) Infantry. See South Carolina Ti'oops, loth Regiment. 

Davis’ (William P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 90th Regiment. 

Deans’ (James) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 3l8t Regiment. 

De Blanc’s (Alcibiades) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 8th Regiment. 

De Land’s (Charles V.) Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regim&nt. 
Dement’ s (William F.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, Ist Battery. 
De Meulen’s (Emelius) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Ti^oops, 5th Regiment. 
Battery K. 

Desmond’s (John A.) Infantry. See Nexo York Tywopa, S8th Regimeyii. 

Dettor’s (John H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment. 
Dickenson’s (Crisi^in) Artillery. See Ringgold Artilley'y, pyost. 

Dimon’s (Charles A. R.) Infantry. See TJnion Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regiment. 
Doane’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Battery. 

Doheny’s (Michael) Infantry. See Nexo York Troops, 155th Regiment. 

Donald’s (William K.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery No. 3, post. 
Donaldsonville Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Dorsey’s (Stephen W.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battey^y JSf. 

Doty’s (Albert) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Doty’s ‘(Franklin B.) Infantry. See Nexo York Troops, 179th Regiment. 

Dow’s (Edwin B.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 6th Battery. 

Dow’s (Edwin C.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticxit Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery P. 
Draper’s (William F.) Infantry. See Massaohuseits Troops, 36th Regiment. 

Drew’s (Jeremiah D.) Infantry. See New Mampshire Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Du Bose’s (Dudley M.) Infantry. See Ceorgia Troops, 15ih Regiment. 
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Puke^s (Richard T. W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Ist Battalion, 
Besey'ves, 

Dulany’s (Richard H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 7th Regimmt, 
Duncan’s (David R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troop>s, ISih Regiment 
Duncan’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Union Ti*oops, Colored, 4th Regiment. 

Dungan’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Virginia Ti'oops, Confederate, 48th Regiment. 
Dunning’s (Erasmus C.) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Durell’s (George W.) Artillery. See Bennsglvania Troops, Battery D. 

Duvall’s (Robert E.) Cavalry. See Burnell Legion, post. 

Earley’s (A. E.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, SGth Regiment. 

Easterling’s (N. A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Easterly’s (George B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Ty'oops, 4th Battery. 

Eaton’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Eaton’s (John B.) Artillery. See Neno York Ti'oops, 27th Battei'y. 

Eaton's (Samuel C.) Engineers. See Beio York Troops, Ist Regiment. 

Eckert’s (George C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Edgell’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See JLew Hampshire Troops, Ist Battery. 
Edgerton’s (William G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regutars, 11th Regiment. 
Edmands’ (J. Cushing) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 32d Regiment. 
Edwards’ (Albert M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Edwards’ (Oliver E.) Infantry, See South Carolina Ti'oops, 13th Regiment. 

Egbert’s (George T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 183d Regiment. 

Ege’s (Joseph A,) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 187th Regiment. 

EUetfs (Thomas) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Ellis’ (Andre’w J.) Attillety. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, 
Battery A. 

Emerson’s (Edward 0.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Erson’s (Eric) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment. 
Eshleman’s (Benjamin F.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery Battalion, post. 
Evans’ (Andrew W.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, Ist Regiment. 

Evans’ (Clement A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troojys, 31st Regiment. 

Evans’ (Edwin) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, 109th Regiment. 

Evans’ (Stephen B.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troojys, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 
Evans’ (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, State 
Reserves. 

Falls’ (Richard J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Faribault’s (George H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 47th Reg- 
iment. 

Farinholt’s (Benjamin L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Isi Regiment, 
Reserves. 

Farrington’s (George M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 35ih Regiment. 
Farwell’s (James C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Faimtleroy’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confedei'ate, 55th Regiment. 
Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Fay’s (Harry C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, D2d Regiment. 

Ferebee’s (Dennis D.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troox)s, Confederate, 4th Regi- 
ment. 

Fickling’s (William W.) Artillery. See Brooks Artillei^y, ante. 

Finley’s (Joseph R.) Infantry. See Peiinsylvania T'oops, 7Gth Regiment. 

Finniotun’s (Mark) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 7ih Regiment. 

Fisher’s (Isaac B.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Fitch’s (Butler) Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Batt&ip. 

Fite’s (John A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Fitghugh’s (Charles L.) Artillery. See Union T'oops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat- 
teries 0 and E. 
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Planner's (Henry G.) Artillery. See Branoli Artillery, ante. 

Pleming^s (James) Infantry. See Massacliueette Troops, S8th Beyiment. 

Plowerree’s (Charles C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment, 
Fluvanna Artilleiy. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Polk's (George N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 0th Regiment, 
Follett’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4tli Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 

Fontaine's (Clement R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, o7th Regiment, 
Forney’s (William H.) Infantry. See Alahama Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Porno's (Henry) Infantry. See Louisiana Trooj^s, 5th Regiment. 

Forsyth’s (Charles) Infantry. See Alalama Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Poster’s (Albert H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25tli Regiment. 

Frankie's (Jones) Heavy Artillery. , See Massachusetts Troops, M Regmient. 
Frederick’s (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Battalion. 
Fredericksburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Freeman's (John S.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Fry’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Orange Artillery, post. 

Fuller's (Nehemiah P.) Heavy Ai'tillery. See Massachusetts Troops, Hd Regiment, 
Battery B. 

Funk's (John H. S.) Infantry. See Virginia Ti'oops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 
Funsten's (Oliver R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 11th Regiment. 
Callaway's (Thomas S., jr.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, $2d 
Regiment. 

Gantt's (Henry) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 
Garber's (Asher W.) Artillery. See Staunton Artillery, post. 

Garden's (Hugh R.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery No. 2, post. 

Gardner’s (George W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Regiment. 
Garrard's (Jeptha) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment. 

Garrett's (Thomas M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Regi- 
ment. 

Garrison's (Henry C.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, Ist Regiment. 
Garvin's (Edwin L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Batteries 
JS and L 

Gates' (Theodore B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 80th Regiment. 

George's (Newton J.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Ist Regiment, P. A. 
Gholston's (James S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 16th Regiment, 

Gibson's (Aurelius W.) Infantry. See Georgia Jh'oops, 45th Regiment. 

Gibson's (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment. 
Gibson’s (William) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 48th Regiment. 

Giles’ (James) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 29th Regiment. 

Gilmer’s (John A., jr.) Infantiy. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 27th Regi- 
ment. 

Gist's (Moses B.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4ih Regiment. 

Glenn's (Luther J.) Infantry. See CoWs Legion, ante. 

Glenn’s (R. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Godwin’s (Archibald C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 57th 
Regiment. 

Goggans’ (Elijah J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Twops, 7th Regiment. 
Goldsmith's (Washington L.) Infentry. See Georgia Tt'oops, 14th Regiment. 
Gooding's (John J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Tt'oops, 11th Regiment. 
Goodwin's (Samuel G.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Gordon’s (William B.) Infantry. See South Carolina Tiwops, 25th Regiment. 
Graham's (Archibald) Artillery. See RocJcbridge Artillery, post. 

Graham's (Edward) Artillery. See Petersburg Artillery, post. 

Graham’s (William W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 104th Regiment. 
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Grandy’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Norfolk Blues, Artillery, joost. 

Granger’s (Henry H.) Artillery. See Masbacliuseits Troops, 10th Battery > 

Gray^s (Patrick) Cavalry. Seti Oeoryia Troops, 62d Begiment. 

Gray^s (Robert J.) Infantry. Sec Maine Troops, 9th Regiment, 

Greeley’s (Edwin S.) Infantry. See Conyicctient Troops, 10th Regiment, 

Green’s (Charles A.) Ajrtillery. See Lonmana G-uard, Artillery, post, 

Greer’s (William A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Battalion, 

Gregg’s (Theodore) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 45th Regiment, 

GriflBn’s (Charles B.) Artillery. See Salem Artillery, post, 

GriflBLn’s (Joel R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 8th Regiment; also b3d Regiment, 
Griffin’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 18th Regiment, 

Griggs’ (George K.) Infantry, See Virginia Troops, Confederate, $8th Regiment, 
Grimes’ (Bryan) Infant ry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment, 
Grindlay’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 140th Regiment, 

Groner’s (Yirginins D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Gist Regiment. 
Grubb’s (E. Burd) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, Syth Regiment. 

Guest’s (Adolphus A.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 2d Regiment. 
Hagood’s (James R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Ist Regiment, Volunteers, 
Haines’ (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, llih Regiment, 

Hall’s (Josephus M.) Infantry. Sec Alabama Troops, 5th Regbnent. 

Hall’s (Matthew R.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 48th Regiment. 

Hall’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Uyiion Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 
Hall’s (William C. J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2Sd Regiment, 

Ham’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment, 
Hamilton’s (Daniel H.) Infeuntry. See South Carolina Troojys, Ist Regiment, P, A. 
Hamilton’s (Isaac T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 110th Regiment. 
Hamilton’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Phillijys Legion, post, 

Hamlin’s (James H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 145th Regiment. 
Hamlink’s (Derrick E.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 

Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 

Hancock’s (John M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Bat- 
talion. 

Hardaway Artillery. See William B. Hurt’s Artillery, post. 

Harding’s (Henry) Infantry. See North Carolina Troojjs, Confederate, 61st Regiment, 
Hardwick’s (William M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 48th Regiment, 
Hardwicke’s (William W.) Artillery. See Lee Artillery, post. 

Harman’s (Asher W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment, 
Harney’s (George) Infantry. See Nexo York Troops, 147th Regiment, 

Harxill’s (Lawson) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment. 
Harximan’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 37th Regiment. 

Harris’ (James G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment, 
Harris’ (John L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 24th Regiment. 
Harris’ (William T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Harrison’s (Archibald T.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Regi- 
ment. 

Harrison’s (Julian) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 
Harrison’s (Randolph) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Regiment. 
Harrower’s (Henry G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 86th Regiment. 

Hart’s (James F.) Artillery. See Washington (S. C.) Artillery, post. 

Hart’s ('Patrick) Artillery. See Neno York Troops, 15th Battery. 

Harwood’s (Franklin) Engineers. See Union Troops, Regulars. 

Haynes’ (Charles L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment, 
Haywood’s (Edward G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th 
Regiment, 


T 




s 




1 



Chap, LIV.] 


OROANIZmONKS MENTIONED. 


1321 


Hazley’s (James) Infantry. See Xew Torlc Troopft, 89th Jiefjiment. 

Heald’s (John A.) Cavalry. Se(‘ Maine Troops j 1st Betjimrnt. 

Healy’s (Virgil M.) Infantry. See Xew Jersey Troops ^ 8th JReifmeyit. 

Heffiron’s (Henry G.) Infantry. See Xew Yorh Troops, 79th Iteghnent 
Heggart’s (Robert) Infantry. See Xeto YorJc Troops, IGitli lieyment 
Henagan’s (John W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Sth Begiment. 
Henderson’s (William) Engineers. See Xew Yorh Troops, 15th Begiment, 

Henry’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, UOth Begiment. 

Hensley’s (James 0.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Bat- 
talion. 

Herbert’s (Arthur) Infantry. See Virginia Trooxys, Confederate, 17ih Begiment. 
Herbert’s (James R.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Begiment. 
Higginbotham’s (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Begi- 
ment. 

Hill’s (Lewis II.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 61st Begiment. 

Hindes’ (George W.) Infantry. See Xew York Troojys, 96th Begiment. 

Hitchcock’s (George H.) Infantry. See Xew York Troops, 13 Jd Begiment. 

Hobson’s (Owen H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Hodges’ (Wesley C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 17th Begiment. 

Hofi&nan’s (John S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Slat Begiment. 
Hoge’s (Edward F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troojys, 9th Begiment. 

Hogg’s (George) Heavy Artillery. See Xeio York Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 

Holle 3 rnxan’s (John W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Holliday’s (Frederick W. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, SSd Begi- 
ment. 

Hollis’ (Ahijah) Infantry. See Massaohusetts Tiwops, 56th Begiment. 

Holman’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, Ist Begiment. 

Holmes’ (Joseph W.) Heavy Artillery. See Xew York Troops, Sth Begiment. 

Holt’s (Willis C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Begiment. 

Hood’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Sd Battalion (Oper- 
atives). 

Hooks’ (Boaz F.) Infantry. See Xorth Carolina Troops, Confedei'ate, Sd Battalion, 
Setiior Beserves. 

Hopkins’ (Charles F.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 10th Begiment, 

Hopper’s (George C.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, Ist Begiment. 

Hopper’s (George F.) Infantry. See Xew York Troops, 10th Begiment. 

Horton’s (Everett S.) Infantry. See Massachnsetts Troops, 58th BegimenU 
Hough’s (John S.) Cavalry. See Xew Jersey Troops, 3d Begiment. 

Howard’s CWilliam A.) Heavy Artillery. Bee Xew York Troops. 13th Begiment. 
Howell’s (John H.) Artillery. See Xew York Troops, 3d Begiment, Battery M. 
Howie’s (Sandford G.) Infantry. See Xorth Carolina Troops, Confederate, S5th Begi- 
ment. 

Hubbard’s (Stephen L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, 4th Begiment, Bat- 
tery L. 

Hudson’s (Joshua H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 26th Begiment. 
Hueston’s (Edgar J.) Infantry. See X&w York Troops, 111th Begiment. 

Huger Artillery. See Joseph D. MoorJs Artillery, post. 

Huggins’ (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Ttwops, 23d Begiment. 

Hughes’ (Chester K.) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, 14Sd Begiment. 

Hughs’ (John M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 25th Begiment. 

Huguley’s (George W.) Infantry. See Alabama Tiwops, 59th Begiment. 

Hunt’s (Horatio N.) Infantry. See Xew York Trooxis, 64th Begiment. 

Hurt’s (William B.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Hutchins’ (Nathan L.Jr.) Sharpshooters. See Georgia Troops, Sd Battalion. 



1322 


OPEEATIONS IK SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Chap. LIV. 


Hyman’s (Jo&epli H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, ISth Negu 
ment. 

Ingraham’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Union Tt^oops, Regulars, 14tli Begment, 
Irvin’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 106th Begiment. 

Irvin’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 149th Begiment. 

Irwin Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery C. 

Ives’ (Lncius H.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Begiment. 

Jack’s (John T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5Gth Begiment. 

James’ (Martin S.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Begiment, Bat- 
tery C. 

Jameson’s (Thorndike, C.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st 
Regiment, Colored. 

Jardine’s (George) Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops. * 

Jarvis’ (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, Re- 
serves. 

Jayne’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 43th Regiment. 

J efif. Davis Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 

Jeff. Davis Legion, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops. 

Jeffords’ (Eohert J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Begiment. 

Jennett’s (James L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 59th Regiment. 
Johannes’ (John G.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, Sth Regiment. 
Johnson’s (J. M.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, Ist Battalion. 

Johnson’s (John A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Johnson’s (Marmadnke) Artillery. See Valentine J. Clutter^ s Artillery, ante. 
Johnson’s (Philip) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Johnston’s (Charles P.) Artillery. See Albemarle Artillery, ante. 

Jolly’s (John J.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 43d Begiment. 

Jones’ (Edward J.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 11th Battery. 

Jones’ (Enoch) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Begiment, Battery C. 

Jones’ (George H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 22d Begiment. 

Jones’ (George S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Battalion. 

Jones’ (George W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Begiment. 

Jones’ (Josiah N.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 52d Begiment. 

Jones’ (Lorraine F.) Artillery. See Richmond JSowitz&i's. post, 2d Company. 
Jordan's (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Jordan’s (John V.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 31st Begiment. 
Jonrdan’s (James) Infantry* See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 

Judson’s (Amos M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 83d Begiment. 

Kenan’s (Thomas S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43d Regi- 
ment. 

Kennedy’s (John D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Begiment. 

Kerr’s (Eobert M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Kerr’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Begiment. 

Kerwin’s (Michael) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Begiment. 
Kesselmark’s (John M.) Infantry. See New York Tiwops, 4Gth Begiment. 

Kester’s (John W.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Begiment. 

Ketchnm’s (William A.) Hngineers. BoeNew York Troops, 15th Begiment. 

Key’s (John C. G.) Infantry. See Texas Tt'oops, 4th Regiment. 

Kiddoo’s (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Union Tt'oops, Colored, 22d Regiment. 

King’s (J. Horace) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 9th Regiment. 

King’s (Eobert G.) Infantry. See Purnell Legion, post. 

King William Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Klinsey’s (Ken B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 190th Regiment. 

Kirby’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 47th Begiment. 

Kirh^atrxok’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Amherst Artillery, dkte. 
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Kitching’s (J. Howard) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th BegimmU 
Kleckner’s (Charles) Infantry. See Pemisylvania Troops^ ISdth BegmenL 
Klein's (Daniel) Infantry. See Conneciicitt Troops, Gili Ilegiment, 

Kleinz's (Christopher) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania T}oops, Sih Itegiment. 

Knowles' (Oliver B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, ?l8t Regiment. 

Korte’s (Frederick) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troojis, 3d Regiment, BaU 
levy M. 

Kreutzer's (William) Infantry. See New Yoj'k Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Lamar's (John H.) Infantry. See Georgia Ti'oops, Gist Regiment. 

Lamar’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 5tli Regiment. 

Lamb's (William) Heavy Artillery. See Noi'th Carolina Troops, Confederate, $d 
Regiment. 

Lane's (John R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 
Lang’s (David) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 8th Itegiment. 

Lang’s (Nathaniel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 121st Regiment. 

Langdon's (Loomis L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Ist Regiment, Bat^ 
tery M. 

Langhome’s (Maurice S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, llih RegU 
ment. 

Langley's (Frank H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 
Lankford's (William C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 47th 
Regiment. 

Lansing's (Jacob H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 86th Regiment. 

Larkin’s (James E.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Ti'oops, 6th Regiment. 

Lee Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confed&'ate, 

Lee’s (Edgar J.) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues, Artillery, post. 

Lee's (John C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Lee's (John D.) Cavalry. See New Yoj'k Troops, $0th Regiment. 

Lee's (Richard H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Battery. 

Lentz’s (John D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91st Regiment. 

Lesesne's (Henry H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2Sd Regiment. 

Lester’s (Richard P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Lester's (William) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Letcher Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lewellen's (J. Richard) Infantry, See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment. 
Lewis' (George W.) Cavalry. See New York Tiwops, Sd Regiment. 

Lewis' (John S.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (John W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis' (Wellington M.) Infentry. See New York Troops, 89th Regiment. 

Lightfoot's (James N.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Little’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Locke's (Arthur C.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Lofton's (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Tiwops, Gth Regiment. 

Loomis' (Adgate L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, Slst Regiment. 

Lord's (Newton B.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Louisiana Guard, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Love's (Andrew P.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 4th Battalion. 

Love's (Matthew N.) Infantry, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 26th Regi- 
ment. 

Lowrance's (William L. J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 34th 
Regiment. 

Lowry’s (William B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Lowther’s (Alexander A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Lucas' (J. Jonathan) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 15th Battalion, 
Ludlow's (Israel) Artillery, See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment, Battery A. 
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Luning’s ( A Jolpli) Infantry. See Union Troox^Sj liegulars, lOili Eegiment, 
McArtliui^s (William M.) Infantry. See Maine Troox^s. StJi Eegiment. 

McCallnm’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See Pennsglmnia Troop^^ 8th Eegiment. 
McCResneys (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Ncyi'lh Carolina TroopSy Union, lat Eegi- 
f ment. 

McClung’s (Francis B.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, lat Battalion. 

McComVs (William) Infantry. See Tenneaaee Troops, 14th Eegiment. 

McCormicks (James L.) Heavy Artillery, See Xorth Carolina Troops, Confederate, 
3d Eegiment; also lat Battalion. 

McCrearyks (Charles W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, lat Eegiment, P. A. 
McCulloch Rangers. See Loiiiaiana Troops. 

McCuUohs* (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 35th EtgimenU 
McDonaldks (Alexander J.) Artillery, See Union Troops, Eegiilara, 5th Regiment, 
Battery F. 

McElvanyks (James T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, S5th Eegiment. 

McFarlanks (James E.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Eegiment. 

McGrillks (John W.) Infantry. See Ffoi*th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 18th Eegi- 
ment. 

McGHashanks (Peter) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 50ih Eegiment. 

McGregorks (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McIntyre^s (Martin V.) Artillery. See New Tori Troops, 7th Battery. 

Molvorks (James P.) Infantry. See New Tori Troops, 170ih Eegiment. 

McKethan's (Hector) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Slat Eegi- 
ment. 

McBInightks (George F.) Artillery. See New Tm'l Troops, l^th Battery. 

McLain’s (Alexander S.) Artilleiy. See Neio Tori Troops, 3d Battery. 

McMahon’s (John) Infantry. See New Tori Troops, 94th Eegiment. 

McMaster’s (Fitz William) Infantry, See South Carolina Troops, 17th Eegiment. 
McNeill’s (James H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Eegi- 
ment. 

Macon Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Macon’s (Miles C.) Artillery. See Eichmond Fayette A? tillery, post. 

Madison Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Madison Light Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 

Mahon’s (James D.) Cavalry, See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Eegiment. 

Majthenyks (Theodore) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, Ist Eegiment. 

Manlove’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Toopa, 12th and 48th Eegiments. 
Manly’s (Basil C.) Artillery, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Eegiment, 
Battery A. 

Mann’s (Daniel P.) Cavalry. See Oyieida Cavalry, post. 

Manning’s (Van H.) Infantry. See Arlansas Troops, Sd Eegiment. 

Mapes’ (William H.) Cavalry. See New Tori Troops, 2d Eegiment {Mounted Eifles). 
Marshall’s (William C.) Artillery. See Fauquier Artillery, ante. 

Martin’s (John M.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 9th Eegiment. 

Martin’s (Robert D.) Cavalry, See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Eegiment. 

Martin’s (S. Taylor) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Martin’s (William J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedetaie, 11th Eegi- 
ment. 

Marye’s (Edward A.) Artillery, See Fredericlshurg Artillery, ante. 

Massie’s (John L.) Artillery. See Fluvanna Artillery, ante. 

Mathews’ (James D.) Infantry. See Geot'gia Troops, 38th Eegiment. 

Matthewson’s (Angell) Artillery. See New Tori Troops, lat Eegiment, Battery F. 
Manrin’s (Victor) Artillery. See Donaldsonville Artillery, ante. 

Maury’s (Richard L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 24th Eegimmt. 
May^s (Edelmiro) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 8th Eegiment. 
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Mayo’s (Ezekiel R.) Artillery. See Maine T)'ooj^8f Sd Battery, 

Mayo’s (Josepk, jr.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate^ Sd Regiment, 
Mayo’s (Robert M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 47tli Regiment, 
Meikel’s (George W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, SOtJi Regiment; also JJnion 
Ti'oops, 2d Regiment, Sharpshooters, 

Mercer’s (Jobu T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment, 

Mercer’s (Lawrence) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Slst Regiment, 

Merrill’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See Maine Ti'oops, 17th Regiment, 

Merrill’s (Simeon H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 11th Regiment, 

Milledge’s (John, jr.) Artilleiy. See Georgia Troops, 

MLllen’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Battalion, 

Miller’s (Benjamin T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist RegU 
ment, Batteries G and If, 

Miller’s (George McD. ; - try. See South Carolina Troops, Ist Regiment, Rifes, 

Miller’s (John 0.) Artilleiy. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist Regiment, 
Battefi'y E, 

Miller’s (Lovick P.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment, 

Miller’s (William C.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B, 
Milton’s (Richard S.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Battery, 

Minetree’s (Joseph P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confede^'ate, 41st Regiment, 
Mink’s (Charles E.) Artillery. See Nexo York Troogys, 1st Regiment, Battemj E, 
Mobley’s (Edward M.^ Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 7th Regiment, 
Moffett’s (Chailes J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Battalion, 

Monaghan’s (William) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 6th Regiment, 

Montague’s (Edgar B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment, 
Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See J lahama Troops, 

Moody’s (Daniel N.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troogxs, 21st Regiment, 

Moody’s (George V.) Artillery. See Madison Millei'y, ante, 

Moore’s (John W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 203d Regiment, 

Moore’s (Joseph D.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Moore’s (Roger) Cavalry. See North Carolina Ti'oops, Confederate, 3d Regiment, 
Moore’s (Samnel A.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 14ih Regiment, 

Moore’s (Walter R.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Moran’s (James) Heavy Aiidllery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 

Morris Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Morris’ (Louis M.) Infantry. See Neio Jei'sey Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Morris’ (P. A. S.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troojys, 7th Regiment, 

Morrison’s (Emmett M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment, 
Morrison’s (Joseph J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment, 
Morrow’s (Thomas G.) Infantry. See Nexo Jersey Troops, 5th Regiment, 

Mosby’s (Robert G.) Infantry. See Virginia Tx'oops, Confederate, 59th Regiment, 
Mounger’s (John C. L.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Mudgett’s (Isaac N.) Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, Ist Company, 
Munford’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Tioops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, 
Murchison’s (Kenneth M.) Infantry. Sec Noxih Carolina Troopis, Confederate, 64th 
Regiment, 

Murphy’s (Joseph M.) Heavy Artillery. See Nexo York Troops, 7th Regiment 
Murphy’s (Murtha) Infantry. See Nefw York Troops, G9th Regiment, 

Murray’s (John B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 148th Regiment. 

Myers’ (Ezekiel) Artillery. See Rowan Artillery, post. 

Myrick’s (John R.) Artillery. See Union Tx'oops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery E, 
Hadenbousch’s (John Q. A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d RegU 
ment, 

Naegely’s (Henry) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment, 
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Naval Battalion^ Infantry. See Virginia Troops^ Confederate, 4tU 'Battalion, Local 
Defense. 

Neal's (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Neblett Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Neeper's (William B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Nelson Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Nelson's (Andrew M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 4M Regiment. 

Nelson's (George S.) Infantry. See Massaehnsetts Troops, 39th Regiment. 
Nethercxitt's (John H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Ty'oops, Confederate, 66ih 
Regiment. 

Newberry's (Walter C.) Cavalry. See Neio Torh Troops, ^4th Regiment. 

New York 1st Mounted Rifles. See Neio Torh Troops, 7th Regiment, Cavalry. 
New York 20tli Militia, Infantry. See Keio Torh Ti'oops, 80th Regiment. 

New York 69th National Gruard, Artillery. See New Torh Troops, 183d Regiment, 
Infantry. 

Nichols’ (George F.) Infantry. See New Torh IVoops, 118th Regiment, 

Norfolk Blues, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

North Carolina 10th Regiment. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment, Artillery. 

North Carolina 36th Regiment. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regi- 
ment, Heavy Artillery. 

North Carolina 40th Regiment. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regi- 
ment, Heavy Artillet'y. 

Oakman's (Hiram A.) Infantry. See Union T'oops, Colored, 30th Regiment. 
O’Brien’s (Alfred G.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Oneida Cavalry. See Neio Torh Troops, 

O'NeiU’s (Henry) Infantry. &ee Pennsylvania Troops, llSth Regiment. 

O'Neill's (John B. G.) Infantry. See Florida Tt'oops, 3d Regiment. 

Orange Artillery. See Virginia Troox)s, Confederate. 

Orr’s (James L.) Infantry. See Sontli Carolina Troops, 1st Regimsnt, Rifles. 

Orr’s (William) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Orwig's (Thomas G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troox)s, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 
Otey Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Otis’ (Elwell S.) Infantry. See New Torh Troops, 140th Regiment. 

Overton's (Edward, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 50th Regiment. 

Owen’s (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Trooxys, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 
Owens' (William A.) Infantry. See N&n'th Carolina Trooxys, Confederate, 53d Regi- 
ment. 

Pacetty’s ( J. Anthony) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Palmetto Artillery No. 2. See South Carolina Ti'oops. 

Palmetto Sharpshooters, Infantry. See So^iih Carolina Troops. 

Parham's (William A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confedet'ate, 41st Regiment. 
Paris' (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Staunton Hill Artillery, post. 

Park's (Wisner) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Parker's (Francis M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, SOth Regi- 
ment. 

Parker’s (William W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Parks’ (Marcus A.) Iirfantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment. 
Parsons’ (Augustin N.) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Battei'y. 

Patterson’s (Edmund Y.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 88ih Regiment. 
Patterson's (George M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery B. 
Patterson’s (Joah N.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Patton's (Alexander G.) Cavalry. ^d^New Torh Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Pa 3 rne's (William H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4ih Regiment. 
Pearson's (Alfred L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 155th Regiment. 
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Peck’s (William R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Trooj^s, Dili Legmen t, 

Peebles’ (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troo^s^ 44th LegimenU 
Pee Dee Artillery. See South Carolina Troojgs, 

Pegram’s (Rickard G.) Artillery. See Tirginla Troops, Confedet'afe, 

Pendleton’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, loth Legiment. 
Pendleton’s (Samuel H.) Artillery. See Mor7'is Artillery, ante. 

Pendrell’s (William) Heavy Artillery. See Nexo Toric Troops, 13th Legiment, Bat- 
teries A and JBl, 

Penick’s (Nathan) Artillery. See John TT. Leiois* Artillery, ante. 

Penn’s (Davidson B.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 7th Regiment, 

Pennington’s (Alexander C. M., jr.) Artillery. See Union T^oojys, Regulars, M 
Regiment, Battery M. 

Pennypacker’s (Galuska) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 97th Regiment. 
Pentecost’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 100th Regiment, 
Perkins’ (Henry S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment, 

Perkins’ (Joseph G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 19th Regiment. 

Perrin’s (Abner) Infantry. See South Cai'olina Troops, 14th Regiment, 

Perry’s (William F.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Petersburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Pettes’ (William H.) Engineers. See Keiv Torh Troops, 50th Regiment, 

Phillips’ (James J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment. 
Phillips’ (JejSfersonC.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Coxifederate, 13th Regiment. 
Phillips Legion. See Georgia Troops. 

Phipps’ (Richard W.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Pickens’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, l'2th Regiment. 

Pickering’s (John, jr.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 13th Unattached 
Oompa/ny. 

Pierce’s (Francis E.) Infantry, See New York Troops, 108th Regiment, 

Pierce’s (Henry H.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tei'y C, 

Pinckard’s (Lucius) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 14th Regiment, 

Pincus’ (Simon) Infantry. See New York Ti'oops, 66th Regiment. 

Pitt’s (Franklin G.) Cavalry. See Noi'th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 16th Bat- 
talion. 

Poague’s (William T.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery, post. 

Poindexter’s (George) Artillery. See Madison Artillery, ante. 

Pond’s (Francis B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 62d Regiment. 

Poor’s (Walter S.) Infantry. See North Gao'olina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, 
Powell’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 10th Regiment, 
Powell’s (Robert M.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 5th Regim&nt, 

Powhatan Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confedei'ote. 

Pratt’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 36th Regiment. 
President’s Guards, Infantry. See Vh’ginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Battalion, 
Pruyn’s (Minott A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment, 

Pulaski Artillery. See Geoi^gia Troops, 

Pulford’s (John) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment, 

Purcell Artillery. See Vwgmia Troops, Confederate. 

Purnell Legion, Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 

Purnell Legion, Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 

Ramsey’s (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment, 

Rand’s (Arnold A.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment, 

Randall’s (George M.) Heavy Artillery. See N&io York Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Randlett’s (James F.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, $d Regiment, 
Randolph’s (John F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 126th Regiment, 
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Rankin’s (William S.) Infantry. See XoHli Carolina Troops, Couftderaie^ EegU 
m&nt 

Ransom’s (Alfred) Artillery. See Xe%v Yorh Troops^ 23d Battery, 

Raulston’s (Jokn B.) Infantry. See Xexo Yorh Troops, 81st Bcgimmt, 

Raymond’s (John W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Read’s (Walter A.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Reece's (John M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Trooxis, Confederate, 4th and 8ih 
Battalions, Junior Resex'ves. 

Reese’s (William J.) Artillery. See Jeff. Davis Artillery, ante. 

Reichard’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 18Sih Regiment. 
Reynolds’ (Albert) Infantry. See New Yorh Tt^oops, 125th Regiment. 

Reynolds’ (Arthur E.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Reynolds’ (Reuben 0.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, lltli Regiment. 

Rhodes’ (William B.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery R. 
Rice’s (Edmund) Infsintry. See Massachusetts Troops, 19th and 20th Regiments. 
Rice’s (R. Sidney) Artillery. See Danville Artillery, ante. 

Rice’s (William G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Battalion. 

Rich’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Phillips Legion, ante. 

Richards’ (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Madison Zightlhiillexp, ante. 

Richardson’s (J. B.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery Battalion, post, 2d BaU 
i&ry. 

Richardson’s (John) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment. 
Richardson’s (Lester I.) Artillery. See New Yorh Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery D. 
Richmond City Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Tiwops, Confederate, 25th BaU 
ialim. 

Richmond City Home Guards. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Richmond Payette Artillery. See Virginia Troopis, Confederate. 

Richmond Howitzers, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Ricketts’ (E. Bruce) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Isi Reglnunt, Battery F. 
Riggs’ (William J.) Artillery. See Nao Yorh Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery E. 
Ringgold Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Rion’s (James H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Battalion. 

Ripley’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, Dth Regiment. 

Rivers’ (Charles C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Roberts’ (Joseph) Heavy Artillery. See Pexinsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Roberts’ (William P.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regi- 
ment. 

Robertson’s (James T.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Ist Regiment, Rifles. 

‘ Robison’s (John K.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Rockbridge Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confedei^ate. 

Rockbridge Artillery No. 2. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Rockwell’s (Alfred P.) Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, Isi Battery. 

Roder’s (John W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery K, 
Roemer’s (Jacob) Artillery. See New Yorh Troops, 34th BatUry. 

Rogers’ (Edward W.) Artillery. See New Yorh Troops, 10th Battex'ij. 

Rogers’ (Embre) Infantry. See Neu) Yorh Troops, 139th Riginunt. 

Rogers’ (George T.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 
Rogers’ (Robert E.) ArtiUery. See New Yorh Troops, Isf Regiment, Battery B. 

Ross’ (Hugh M.) Artillery. See Bumier Artillery, post. Battery A. 

Ross’ (John R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8iih Regiment. 

Rowan Artillery, See North Carolina Troops, Con fedt rate. 

Royston’s (Young L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 8ih Regiment. 

Russell’s (Charles S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2Sth Regiment. 
Rutherford’s (William E.) Infantry. See South Caiolina Troopis, 3d Regiment. 
Rutledge’s (B, Huger) Cavalry. See Soulh Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment. 
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Ryerson^s (George W.) Infantry, ^ee l^evo Yoric Tt'ooj^s, 69tli MeyimenU 
Salem Artillery. See Virgmia I'roojys, Confedei'ale. 

Salter’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Jldbtima Troops^ 23d Battalion j Shaipahooten, 
Sampson ALitillery. See Xortli Carolina Troops, Confederate, 

Sampson’s (Orange S.) Infantry. See MassacliusctU Trooxys, 2l8t Begiinent, 

Sanders’ (C. C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troojis, 24th Begiment. 

Sanford’s (John "W, A.) Infantry. See Alabama Trooxys, GOih Begiment, 

Sanger’s (Joseph P.) Artillery* See Vnim Troops, Begulars, 1st Begiment, Battery B. 
Saunders’ (William L.) Infantry. See Korth Carolina Troops, Confederate, 46th 
Begiment. 

Savage’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Yorlc Troops, 17th Begiment, 

Scheu's (Jacob) Infantry. See jYew Yorh Troops, 7ih Begiment, 

Schoonover’s (John) Infantry. See Neio Jersey Troops, 11th Begiment, 

Schreyer's (Philip H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 53d Begiment. 

Scott’s (William W.) Infantry. See Floi ida Troops, 10th Begiment, 

Sellers’ (Eli G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91st Begiment. 

Serrell’s (Edward W.) Engineers. See Xew York Troops, Ist Begiment. 

Seymour’s (Frank) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Begiment, Bat- 
tery L. 

Shatswell’s (Nathaniel) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Begiment, 
Shaw’s (James, jr.) Infantry. See Cnion Troops, Coloied, 7th Begiment. 

Shaw’s (William H.) Infantry. See Xiw York Trooxys, 115th Begiment. 

Sheafer’s (Henry J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 107th Begiment. 

Shearer’s (Jolm C.) Infantry. See Pennsyliania Troops, 55th Begunent. 

Shepard’s (Samuel G.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 7ih Begiment. 

Shields’ (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Beserve Corps, 3d Battalion. 
Shivers’ (William R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troopys, 1st Begiment. * 

ShurtleflPs (Giles W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 5th Begiment. 

Sickel’s (Horatio G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 198th Begiment. 

Silvis’ (George W.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery D. 

Simms’ (James P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 53d Begiment. 

Simpson’s (Thomas) Artillery. See Bhode Island Ty'oops, Ist Begiment, Battery F. 
Singeltary’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 44th 
Begment. 

Skinner's (Frederick G.) Infantry, * See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Ist Begiment. 
Skinner’s (Jfimes H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 53d Begiment. 
Slaten’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Macon Artillery, ante. 

Slaughter’s (Philips P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 56th Begiment. 
Sleeper’s (J. Henry) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Battery, 

Slosson's (Henry V.) Ei^igineers. See New York Troops, 15th Begiment. 

Smith’s (Benjamin H., jr.) Artillery. See Bichmond Hoicitzers, ante, 3d Company. 
Smith’s (John D.) Artilleiy. See Bedford Artillery, ante. 

Smith’s (John F.) Infantry. See New York Troopys, 113th Begment, 

Smith’s (John Holmes) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 11th Begiment. 
Smith’s (Normand) Infantry, See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Begiment. 

Smith’s (Samuel N.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Begiment. 

Smith’s (Thomas R.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 43d Begment. 
Southerland’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st 
Begim&nt, Battery I. 

Southside Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confedei'aie. 

Spalter’s (Frank J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 4th Begiment. 

Spaulding’s (Ira) Engineers. See New York 'Troops, 50th Begment. 

Spaulding’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 19th Begiment. 

Spear’s (Ellis) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 30th Begiment, 
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Spear^s (Joseph E.) Artillery. See Maasachiiaeits Troops, 5th {E) Battery, 

Speer^s (William H. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 28th Reg- 
iment. 

Spencer’s (William H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confed&i'ate. 

Splaine’s (Henry) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Spra^e’s (Augustus B. R.) Heavy Artillery, Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regi- 
ment, Sd Battalion. ^ 

Stafford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 

Stanfield^s (William B.) Artillery. See Nelson Artillery, ante. 

Stanhope’s (Philip W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment. 
Stansel’s (Martin L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, dlst Regiment. 

Starr’s (Joseph B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat- 
talion. 

Start’s (Romeo H.) Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 3d Battery. 

Staunton Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Staunton Hill Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Steams’ (Ozora P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 39th Regiment. 

Stedman’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 44th 
Regiment. 

Steedman’s (JohnM.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Atherton H., jr.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Stewart’s (Jamesj Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery B. 
Stewart’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 61st Regiment. 
Stiles’ (William H., sr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 60th Regiment. 

Stitt’s (William) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 
Stone’s (Henry M.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Stone’s (John M.) Infantry, See Mississippi Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Stowe’s (Samuel N.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2Sth Regi- 
ment. 

Stowe’s (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 16th Regi- 
ment. 

Strange’s (James W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Battal- 
ion, Local Defense. 

Stratton’s (Franklin A.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Street’s (Napoleon B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment. 
Strong’s (Thomas J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 
Stubbs’ (Charles E.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 2d Battery. 

Sturdivant’s (N. A) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confedet'ate. 

Sudborough’s (Joseph A.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 17th Regiment, 
Sullivan’s (J. E.) Artillery. See Hampden Artillery, ante. 

Sumner’s (Edwin Y.) Cavalry. Sec Neiv York Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Sumter Artillery. See Georgia Tt^oops. 

Swain’s (John L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 
Talbot’s (Thomas H.) Heavy Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Taliaferro’s (Alexander G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2Sd Regi- 
ment. 

Taliaferro’s (Y. H) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Tanner’s (William A.) Artillery, See Courtney Artill&'y, ante. 

Tappen’s (John R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 72d and 120th Regiments. 
Tayloe’s (Edward P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Battalion. 
Tayloe’s (George E.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, llth Regiment. 

Taylor’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Taylor’s (John P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Taylor’s (Osmond B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Terrill’s (James B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ISth Regiment. 
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Terry’s (William) Infantry. See Tirginia Troops^ Confedei-ate^ 4th Regiment 
Tew’s (George W.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island TroojgSy 5th RegiTfient 
Thaxter’s (Sidney W.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment, 

Thomas’ (Albert F.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 2d Ratief'y. 

Thomas’ (George W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Thomas’ (Oliver G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Union, 1st Company, 

Thomas’ (E. W.) Infantry. See Xorth Carolina Troops, Confederate, Joth Regiment, 
Thompson’s (Augustus) Infantry. See Xeio Jersey Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Thompson’s (George W.) Infantry. See Xew York Troops, 152d Regiment. 
Thompson’s (Lawrence H.) Infantry. See Xexo York Troops, 70d Regiment. 
Thompson’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See Xeio Jersey Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Thruston’s (Stephen D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedet'aie, $d RegU 
ment. 

Tilden’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Timberlake's (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 53d Regiment. 
Tinen’s (Patrick S.) Infantry. See Rennsylvania Ti'oops, 69th Regiment. 

Tippin’s (Andrew H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 68th Regiment. 

Toon’s (Thomas F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedo^ate, 20th BegU 
ment. 

Torrance’s (David) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 29th Regiment (Colored). 
Torsch’s (John W.) Infantry. See Maryland Ti'oops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Towers’ (John E.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Sth Regiment. 

Tredegar Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Battalion, Lo- 
cal Defense. 

Trigg’s (Eobert C.) Infantry. See^Virginia Troops, Confederate, 54ih Regiment. 
Tripp’s (Willard D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 29th Regiment. 

Troup Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Tulloch’s (Ebenezer C.) Infantry, See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Twitchell’s (Adelbert B.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 7th Battery. 

Tyler’s (Casper W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 141st Regiment. 

XTpham’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 
XJtterback’s (Addison W.) Artillery. See Brooke Artillery, ante. 

Vandeventer’s (Alexander S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 50th 
Regiment. 

Vande Wiele’s (John B.) Heavy Artillery. See Neio York Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Van Hook’s (John C.) Infantry. See No^*th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 50th Regi- 
ment. 

Van Reed's (William E.) Artilleiy. See Union Ti'oops, Regulars, Sth Regiment, 
Battery D. 

Voris’ (Alvin C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Vesper’s (Eichard) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Waddell’s (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Waggaman’s (Eugene) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Walcott’s (Aaron F.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d (C) Bfittery. 

Wales’ (John P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment. 

Walker’s (David N.) Artillery. See Otey Artillery, ante. 

Walker’s (Edward J.) Infantry. See Georgia Ti'oops, Sd Regiment. 

Walker’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Palmetto Sharpshooters, a7ite. 

Walkup’s (Samuel H.) Infantry. See No7'th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 48th Regi- 
ment. 

Waller’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Virginia Ti'oops, Confederate, 9th Regiment. 
Walsh’s (Edward D.) Artillery, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

Walsh’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Sd Regiment. 

\ 
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Waring's (J. Fred.) Cavalry. See Georgia Trooi^s, SOth Battalion; also Jeff. Bams 
Legion^ ante. 

Warner’s (Clement E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3GiJi Regiment. 

Warren’s (Edward T. H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 101% Regi- 
ment. 

Warren’s (Horatio N.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 142d Regiment. 
Warren’s (Zenas C.) Artillery. See Xeio Jersey Troops, 5i7i Battery. 

Washburn’s (Francis) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Ti'oops, 4th Regiment. 
Washington Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Washington Artillery Battalion. • See Louisiana Troops. 

Watts’ (Alexander) Infantry. See Neic York Ti'oops, 63d Regiment. 

Watts’ (WUliam) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 28th Regiment. 
Weaver’s (David J.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 
Weaver’s (Hanson E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 8th Regiment. 
Weaver’s (James F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Ti'oops, 148th Regiment. 

Webb’s (Lewis H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat- 
talion, Battery A. 

Webb’s (Robert F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regi- 
ment. 

Weems’ (Walter H.) Infantry. See Georgia Ti'oops, e4tlh Regiment. 

Weisiger’s (David A.) Infantry. See Virginia Th'oops, Confederate, 12th Regiment. 
Weiss’ (Julias A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment. 

Welch’s (Norval E.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Welsh’s (Merit C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7tk Regiment. 

Weltner’s (John R.) Infantry. See Pennsylrarda Troops, 116th Regiment. 
Weygant’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 124ih Regiment. 
Wharton’s (E. L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 47th Regiment. 
Wharton’s (Rnfas W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 67th Regi- 
ment; also 1st Battalion, Sharpshooters. 

Wheeler’s (Alger M.) Artillery. See Neio York Troops, 33d Battery. 

Wheeler’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Wheelock’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 97th Regiment. 

Whipple’s (Lewis T.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 39th Regiment. 

Whistler’s (Joseph N. G.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 
White’s (Charles W.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 4th Battery. 

White’s (David B.) Infantry.’* See Maryland Troops, Union, 5th Regiment. 

White’s (Elijah Y.) Cavalry. See Virginia Ti'oops, Confederate, 35th Battalion. 
White’s (John H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 46th Regiment. 
White’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Bwops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 
Whitehead’s Artillery. North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 

Whitehead’s (Richard O.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regi- 
ment. 

Whitman’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Whitted’s (Walter A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confedei'ate, 55ih Regi- 
ment. 

Wicks’ (Jay M.) Infantry, See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Wiedrich’s (Michael) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Regimmi. 
Wiggins’ (A.M. G.) Artilleiy. See Georgia Troops, 62d Regiment, Cavalry. 
Wildey’s (Henry Y.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Tiwops, Ist Regiment, Battery JEJ. 
Williams’ (Arthur B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist Regi- 
ment, Battery C. 

Williams’ (Jesse M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Williams’ (Titus V.) Infantry. See Virginia Ttwops, Confederate, 37th Regiment. 
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Willis’ (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troo})>t, liih Regiment. 

Wilson’s (John W.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops^ Union, let Regiment. 

Wilson’s (R. E.) Sharpshooters. Bee Xo7*tli Carolina Troops, Confederate, tst Bat- 
talion. 

Wingfield’s (John T.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, ante, Battery C. 

Wingfield’s (William L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troopx, Confederate, tJSth Regi- 
ment. 

Winn’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See Rennaylmnia Troops, SStli Regiment. 

Winthrop’s (Frederick) Infantry, See Neio York Troops, otli Regiment (Vetei^an). 
Wise’s (Peyton) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 40fh Regiment. 
Witcher’s (William A.) Infantry. See Vwginia Troops, Confederate, Slat Regiment. 
Withers’ (Robert W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 43d Regiment, 
Woemer’s (Christian) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, Od Battery. 

Woodall’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Woodruff’s (A. B.) Cavalry, See Noleomhe Legion, ante. 

Woolfolk’s (James) Artillery. See Ashland Artillery, ante. 

Wortham’s (George) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confede/rate, 50ih Regi- 
ment. 

Wright’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Union D'oops, Colored, 39th Regiment. 
Wright’s (Gilbert J.) Cavahy. See CohVs Legion, ante. 

Wright’s (James K.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Wright’s (Joseph W. B.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 14th Battery. 
Wright’s (Samuel T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Wyatt’s (James W.) Artillery. See Albemarle Artillery, ante. 

Wynn’s (James M.) Cavalry, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, X5ih Bat- 
talion. 

Yarborough’s (William H.) Infantry, See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, ISth 
Regiment. 

York’s (Zebulon) Infantry, See Louisiana Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Young’s (Edward R.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Young’s (Wilton L.) Heavy Artillery. See Notdh Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th 
Battalion. 

Zent’s (Samuel M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 13th Regiment. 
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Hanger, J. Marshall. Mentioned 1171,1247 

Haralson, Hu. A. Mentioned 1248 
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Hardenbergh, Jacob B. Mentioned 858 
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Harris, William T. Mentioned 159 
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Hunt, Henry J. 
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Edgell, Frederick M . . - . 775, 788, 800, 823, 838, 863, 057, 969. 982, 997, 1017, 1040 

Hancock, Winfield S 571, 634, 759 

Jackson, Richard H 849 

McGilvery, Freeman 649 

Meade, Georjie G 112, 831, 949, 991 

Monroe, J. Albert 547,573 

Parke, John G 547 

Piper, Alexander 464 

Shaffer, Calvin 1070 

Mentioned 177, 178, 192, 392, 415, 520, 526, 570, 574, 611, 612, 703, 721, 

742,760,761,850,875,895,901,920, 921,949, 992, 996, 998, 1004, 1039,1150 

Hunt, Horatio N. Mentioned 613 

Hunter, David. Mentioned 38, 1170 

Hunton, Eppa, Mentioned 1168, 1214, 1271, 1272, 1291 

Hurt, William B. Mentioned 1222 

Hutchins, Nathan L., jr. Mentioned 1215 

Hutchins, Robert A. 

Correspondence with 

Meade, George G 347,405 

Parke, John G 373 

Mentioned 178 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Orlando //. WilJcox; also John G, Parlce, 

Hyde, Joel W. Mentioned 650 

Hyman, Joseph H. Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments: 8th, 61. 

Infantry — Regiments : 39th, 619. 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments: 1st, 611. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fe: 7th, 616; 13th, 620; 19th, 304, 616, 1105; 20th, 613, 

761, 762, 777, 888. 

Ingalls, Rufus. 

Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 80 

Duane, James C 566 

Grant, U.S 565 

Meade, George G 40, 95, 102, 195, 542, 566, 591, 1123 

Quartermaster-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A. . 40, 53, 66, 76, 102, 125, 3^, 443, 471, 566 

Mentioned 39, 78, 151, 168, 204, 447, 567, 591, 611, 625, 626, 631, 1150 

Ingraham, Charles H. Mentioned 615 

Ingraham, Dtmcan N. Mentioned 1240 

87 B R — XLII, PT II 
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James, Army of the. (Union,) 
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Army Corps 438 
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Army Corps 892 
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Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division, 10th Army Corps 650 
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Orders, series 1864— R(/f/er .* Aug. 4, 51; Aug. 25, 499; Sept. 30, 1149. 

D. B. Birney: Aug. 13, 163; Aug, 14 (three), 186,188; Aug. 
21 , 380; Sept. 28 (two), 1081, 1082. Terry: Aug. 22 (two), 
414; Sept. 6, 730. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1864— yj/nes : Aug. 2, 25; Aug. 21, 388. D. B. 

Birney: Aug. 13, 163; Aug. 15 (three), 208; Aug. 16 (two), 223, 
236; Aug. 17. 258; Aug. 19,324; Aug. 20 (two), 1)51, 352; Aug. 
21, 379; Aug. 22 (two), 413; Aug. 24, 459; Aug. 27, 552; 
Sept. 24 (two), 1004; Sept. 27 (two), 1062; Sept. 29 (two), 
1114; Sept. 30 (three), 1146, 1147. William Birney: Aug. 30, 
599. Carr : Aug, 25 (two), 514. Foster : Aug. 29, 584. Gibbon : 
Sept. 15,851. Ord: Aug. 30, 599. JfeKe/ 7 s.*- Aug. 18, 290. 
Terry : Sept. 1, 651 ; Sept. 13, 812. 
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Birney: No. 1, 599; No. 7, 976. Foster: No. 20, 70; Aug. 
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No. 99, 72; No. 109,555; No. 125, 1006. Osborn: No. 5, 164. 
Penny packer: No. 34, 851. P/aisted: No. 25, 460. Pond: No. 
4, 896. Terry : No, 25, 693. 



INDEX. 


1379 


Page. 

James, Army of the. (Union) — Continued. 
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3d, 364, 614, 635, 722, 957, 969, 1017; 4th, 620 ; 5th, 620, 895, 1017. 
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New Jersey Troops. Mentioned — Continued. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st, 618 ; 3d, 616, 1125. 

Infantry — Regiments: 5th, 54.3, 614, 739 ; 6th, 545, 614, 705 ; 7th, 614,739; 

Sth, 614, 704, 705, 739 ; 9th, 500, 621; 11th, 614, 704, 983, 984; 12th, 613; 

37th, 531, 660, 561, 599, 620, 1026, 1027 ; 38th, 1062, 1063. 

MTewton, John. Mentioned 750,732,753 

Kew York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy — Regiments : 2d, 83, 140, 612 ; 4th, 18, 78, 602, 612, 832 ; 4th 
tBum-ies), D, L, 614 ; 6th, 140, 141, 151, 752 ; 7th, 613 ; Sth, 59.3, 613, 1071, 

1072; 10th, 140; 13th, 623, 694, 813; 13th (Batteries), A, H. 619; M, 

1025; 14th, 92,104,616,643; 15th, 275, 345, 616; 16th, 93, 164, 332, 619, 

623, 1045. 

Artillery, Light— 8a#fer/es.- 3d, 612; 7th, 622; Sth, 623; 11th, 88, 151, 
364,614,838,803,982,1040,1102; 12th, 88,364,614, 635, 941, 957, 969, 997, 
1017,1040, 1102; 15th, 88, 616; 16th, 620, 986, 1017; 17th, 622; 19th, 
547,570,618,827 ; 23d, 624,794 ; 24th, 623 ; 27th, 547, 570, 618 ; 33d, 620; 

34th, 45, 100, 134, 135, 203, 284, 570, 618. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B, 

616 ; C, D, E, 88, 616 ; G, 88, 151, 364, 614, 703, 721, 722, 738, 839, 997, 1017 ; 

H, 88, 616, 1041; L, 88,616; 3d, 624 ; 3d (Batteries), C, 623; E, 74, 620; 

H, 620, 692, 986, 1017; K, M, 622. 

Cavalry — Battalions: 23d, 623. Co/njoafl/es: Oneida, 612. Regiments: 20. 
(Mounted liifles), 434, 617,1042,1053 ; 3d, 165. 282, 291, 622, 715,716,873- 
876, 897, 907 ; 7th, 71, 186, 597, 598, 619, 623, 934, 1150 ; 10th, 204, 206, 618 ; 

12th, 73, 624; 20th, 623,696,697; 24th, 617, 1042, 1053. 

Engineers — Regiments: 1st, 501, 618, 619, 1029, 1030, 1081, 1150; 15th, 147, 

333, 360, 362, 611, 1037 ; 50th, 152, 611, 1037, 1128. 

Infantry — Battalions: 1st Sharpshooters, 616. Regiments: 3d, 563, 620; 

5th ( retowi), 613; 7th, 612; 10th, 613; 39th, 612; 40th, 613, 762, 983; 

44th, 615,999; 46th, 617; 47th, 620, 694 ; 4Sth, 620, 714, 896, 1005 ; 51st, 

617; 52d, 57th. 612; 59th, 613; 61st, 594, 612 ; 63d, 612; 64th, 66th, 

613; 69th, 612; 72d, 614; 73d, 613,983 ; 76th, 615, 800; 79th, 622,647, 

707; SOth, 611; Slst, 621; 85th, 623 ; 86th, 613, 762, 983, 997 ; 88th, 612; 

89th, 621, 1062, 1063, 1089 ; 92d. 621; 93d, 614; 94th, 615, 1022, 1041; 

95th, 615, 800 ; 96th, 621; 97th, 615; 98th, 621; 99th, 73, 624; 100th, 

181, 506, 540, 619; 104th, 615; 108th. 613; 109th, 617; 111th, 612; 
112th, 563, 620; 115th, 620; 117th, 563, 620; 118th, 621; 120th, 614, 

739; 124th, 613, 762, 983; 125th, 126th, 612; 132d, 624; 139th, 621; 
140th, 615; 142d, 563, 620, 694; 146th, 615; 147th, 615, 800; 14Sth, 

621; 152d, 155th, 613; 158th, 600, 623; 164th, 595, 613, 1071, 1072; 
169th, 620; 170th, 613; 179th, 92,605, 616, 643, 668; 182d,613; 184th, 


1062,1063; 185th, 1125,1136. 

Hichols, Edward T. Correspondence with David B. Birney 184 

NTichols, George P. Mentioned - 621 

Nicolson, James M. Mentioned 1262 

Noble, . Mentioned 1007 

Noble, Charles, jr. For correspondence as A. A. D. C., see David B. Birney. 

North Carolina, C. S. S. Mentioned 1294,1297 

North Carolina. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Beauregard, G. T - 1232, 1246 

Holmes, Theophilus H 1660 

Lee, Robert E 1206, 1235, 1242 

North Carolina, Governor of 1235, 1299, 1300 

War Department, C. S 1236 

Whiting, William H. C 1212, 1240, 1253-1255, 1289, 1293, 1295, 1297 


1st Mounted Sides. • 
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North Carolina— Coatinued. 

Operations in. Communications from 

Baker, Lawrence S 1203 

Beauregard, G. T 1234 

Butler, Benjamin F 84 

Hitchcock, George H 243 

Vogdes, Israel 84 

North Carolina, District of. (Union.) 

Aifairs in, generally. Communications from 

Harland, Edward t 963 

Hitchcock, George H 73, 590 

Palmer, Innis N 210, 731 

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communication from Edward 

Harland 793 

Operations in. Communications from 

Harland, Edward 1116 

Hitchcock, George H 1116 

North Carolina, Governor of. Correspondence with 

Baker, Lawrence S 1203 

Beauregard, G.T 1234 

Lee, Robert E 1206,1235,1242,1252 

Whiting, William H. C 1282, 1289, 1293, 1299, 1300 


North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Artillery, Heavy— ^affo//o/7S ; 1st, 1226 ; 10th, 1227, 1235. Batteries : 
Bnie's, 1227. Regiments: 2d,* 1226,1235 ; 2d {Batteries) j B, 1227; 3d,t 
1226,1235. 

Artillery, Light— 3d (Baiieiies), A, 1227; B, C, 1226; 13th, 
1225; 13th (Batteries), A, 1226; B, 1225; C, 1167,1207, 1227, 1244; D, 
1226. Batteries: Branch, 1220; Rowan, 1220; Sampson, 1226. Regi- 
meats: lst,t 1225-3227,1*245,1267; 1st (Batteries), A, 1220; B, 1225; C, 
1191, 1222, 1245; B, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; G, 1225, 1226; H, 1, 1226. 
Cavalry— Puffflr//ons.* 15th, 16th, 1226. Companies: Coast Guards, 1226 ; 
Spencer Rangers, 1226. Regiments: 1st, 708, 715, 1220, 1310 ; 2d, 881, 
1220, 1310 ; 3d, 881, 1179, 1225, 3310; 4th, 296, 297,521,1220,1228,1310; 
5th, 360, 881, 1220, 1310 ; 6th, 921, 1116, 1225, 1228. 

Infantry— ; 1st Sharpshooters, 1216,1225; 2d, 1217; 2d Local 
Defense, 1226 ; 2d Reserves, 1226 ; 3d Senior Reserves, 1225 ; 4th Ju- 
nior Reserves, 1226; 8th Junior Reserves, 1226. Regiments : 1st, 1216; 
1st Junior Reserves, 1226; 2d, 1217; 3d, 232,240,1216; 4th, 5th, 1217; 
6th, 1216; 7th, 159, 806, 998, 1123, 1218, 1308; 8th, 1166, 1227 ; 11th, 1218, 
1274,1309; 12th, 1217; 13th, 1218, 1308 ; 14th, 1217; 15th, 1218; 16th, 
1218, 1308; 17th, 1166, 1227; 18th, 159,238, 1123, 1218, 1308; 20th, 1217; 
21st, 1216; 22d, 984,1218,1308; 23d, 1217; 24th, 1166, 1227, 1311 ; 25th, 
569,1166,1227, 1311; 26th, 1218, 1274, 1309 ; 27th, 1100, 1218; 28th, 159, 
218,1218,1308; 30th, 1217; 31st, 543, 1166, 1227; 32d, 1217; 33d, 159, 
218, 789, 1218, 1308 ; 34th, 789, 796, 855, 856, 867, 952, 1218, 1308 ; 35th, 1166, 
1227, 1311; 37th, 159, 218, 1042, 1048, 1055, 1218, 1308 ; 38th, 218, 718, 913, 
922, 965, 971, 1218, 1308 ; 42d, 34, 1166, 1227; 43d, 1217; 44th, 420, 1218, 

1274.1309 ; 45th, 1217; 46th,657, 1065,1218; 47th, 1218, 1274, 1309 ; 48th, 
318,327,1048, 1218 ; 49th, 881,1166, 1227, 1311; 50th, 1225-1227; 51st, 
658,1166,1227; 52d, 1218,1274,1309 ; 53d, 1217; 54th, 1216; 55th, 1218, 

1273.1309 ; 56th, 1166, 1227, 1311; 57th, 1216; 60th, 1227 ; 61st, 66th, 
1166,1227 ; 67th, 1225. 


* Also called 36tli North Carolina, 
t Also called 40tli North Carolina, 
t Also called 10th North Carolina. 



INDEX, 1399 

Page. 

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

Artillery, Heavy — Regiments : 1st (Colored), 624,794, 

Infantry — Regiments: 1st, 623, 624 j 2d, 623. 

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Department of. (Confederate.) 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

Aug. 8-29, 1864 1166,1167 

Aug. 29. 1864 1207 

Sept. 1,1864 1224-1228 

Sept. 10, 1864 1244,1245 

Sept. 20, 1864 1266-1268 

Sept. 30, 1864 1311 

Orders, Special, series 1864 — Beauregard : No. 62, 1158; No. 80, 1209; No. 

82, 1231; No. 83, 1234. 

Recommendations for promotion in. Communication from G. T. Beaure- 
gard 1196 

Northern Virginia, Army of. 

Consolidation of Archer’s and Johnson's hrigades. Communications from 

Archer, James J 1284 

Blair, A. A 1286 

Heth, Henry 1284 

Hughs, John M 1286 

Hughs, John M., et al 1264 

Johnson, Bushrod R 1263, 1265, 1283, 1287, 1288 

Lee, Robert E 1285 

Ready, Horace 1285 

Snowden, Robert B 1286 

Hampton, Wade. 

Assigned to command of Cavalry Corps 1171 

Assumes command of Cavalry Corps 1173 

Inspection of. Communication from Henry E. Peyton 1270 

Orders, General, series 1864 — Lee: No. 52, 1157; No. 54, 1169; No. 58, 

1302. Alexander : Sept. 30, 1306. Hampton : No. 10, 1173. 

Orders, Special, series 1864 — Lee : No. 189, 1171; No. 196, 1185; No. 197, 

1189; No. 199, 1195; No. 205, 1207; No. 207, 1210. Huger: 

No. 24, 1156. 

Organization, strength, etc. 

Aug. 9-29, 1864 1168 

Aug. 31, 1864 1213-1222 

Sept. 10, 1864 1243,1245 

Sept. 29, 1864 1306 

Sept. 30, 1864 1307-1311 

Recommendations for promotion in. Communication from Wade Hamp- 
ton 1278 

Steuart, George H., assigned to duty in 1170 

Northington, John S. Mentioned 1249 

Northrop, Lucius B. Mentioned 1268 

Norton, A. C. Mentioned., - 1249 

Norton, Lemuel B. 

Correspondence with 

Baker, William N 499, 500 

Bruyn, Wilson 536 

Butler, Benjamin F 12-14, 22, 23, 35, 50, 62, 69, 108, 121, 

138f 139, 160, 234, 256, 287, 376, 377, 409, 410, 412, 456, 457, 497, 499, 500, 536 

Cross, Charles P 458 

Dana, Gustavus S 13, 50, 63, 70, 83, 106, 107, 138, 147, 160 
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Norton, Lemuel B. — Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Charles L 145 

Krzy woszynski, Julius C 377 

Ord, Edward O. C 560, 606 

Partridge, Sylvester B 680 

Patterson, Theodore F 589 

Simons, Alfred 0 13, 14, 22, 35, 100, 138, 139, 234, 409, 456 

Mentioned 145, 6 L8, 619, 632, 742 

Norwood, W. N. Mentioned 1250 

O. Correspondence with Gr. T. Beauregard 97, 98, 376 

Oakman, Hiram A. Mentioned 617 

Oates, R. M. Mentioned 1249 

O’Brien, Alfred G. Mentioned 1215 

O’Brien, Richard. Correspondence with Thomas T. Eckert 542 

Ohio Troops. 

Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light — Regiments : 1 st (Battei*ie8)y H, 88, 202, 612. 
CsLYQlTj--Regiments : 6 th, 618 ; 13th, 617, 1042, 1053. 

Infantry — Companies : 9th Sharpshooters, 617 ; 10th Sharpshooters, 

617. Regiments: 4th, 613; 60th, 617; 62 d, 619, 673,896; 67th, 608, 
619,713; 130th, 133d, 110; 155th, 234. 

Thanks of President, U. S., to the National Gruard 768 

O’Neill, Henry. Mentioned 615 

O’Neill, John B. G. Mentioned 1306 

Onondaga, U. S. S. Mentioned 147 

Ord, Edward O. C. 

Assignment to command 499 

Correspondence with 

Abbot, Henry L 588, 647, 1112, 1113 

Ames, Adelbert 25, 51, 94, 240, 388, 417, 515 

Birney, David B 463, 464, 502, 503, 505, 537, 538, 560-562, 584, 587, 650 

Bowers, Theodore S 83 

Burnham, Hiram 24 

Butler, Benjamin F 15, 37, 50, 65, 71, 83, 

190, 288, 382, 385, 440, 457, 462, 463, 501, 509, 510, 987, 1044, 1062, 1082, 1088 
Carr, Joseph B.. 15, 25, 193, 209, 240, 290, 386, 387, 416, 439-441, 464, 513, 514, 600 

Davis, Robert 8 609 

Foster, Robert S 540, 553 

Grant, U.S 15, 

123, 353, 384, 511, 534, 535, 542, 585-587, 597, 598, 647, 692, 1062, 1115 

Hancock, Winfield S 680 

Marston, Gilman 610 

Meade, George G. . . 8, 24, 37, 63-65, 71, 83, 84, 190-193, 240, 278-280, 288, 289, 353, 
363, 382-385, 415, 416, 439, 440, 443, 461, 462, 509-511, 535, 536, 550, 1095, 1115 

Mi chie, Peter S 588 

Mott, Gershom 

Norton, Lemuel B 560, 606 

Paine, Charles J 240, 588 

Palmer, Innis N 654 

Parke, John G 178, 289, 290, 671 

Parker, Ely S 83 

Potter, J oseph H * 1089 

Read, Theodore 553 

Roberts, Samuel H 443 ^ 462 
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Ord, Edward O. C. — Continued. 


Correspondence with 

Shaffer, John W 512, 513, 550 

Shurtleff, Giles AV 385 

Terry, Alfred H 506 

War Department, U. S 716 

Wright, Elias 416 

Mentioned 7, 10, 15, 26, 51-53, 55-57, 60, 68, 70, 77, 85, 88, 


94, 115, 136, 168-170, 176, 178, 180, 190, 193, 202, 203, 209, 226, 240, 244, 261- 
263, 266, 276, 282, 283, 293, 295, 303, 323, 350, 354-356, 358, 363, 365, 375, 376, 
386, 387, 391-393, 417, 420, 436-438, 440-443, 449-451, 455, 457-459, 467, 468, 
471, 480, 498-500, 502, 504, 506, 507, 510, 511, 513-516, 519, 520. 535, 536, 538- 
541, 550, 552, 554, 560, 562, 587, 593, 598, 600, 604, 606, 609, 610, 618, 621, 649, 
650,672,691,709,710,715, 742, 906, 977, 1003, 1047, 1060, 1083-1086, 1091, 
1092, 1109, 1110, 1113-1115, 1137, 1145, 1146, 1148, 1170, 1171, 1236, 1304 
Ordnance Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot . 121, 183, 287 
Organization, Strength, etc. 

Confederate Troops 1166- 


1168, 1207, 1213-1222, 1224-1228, 1243-1245, 1266-1268, 1306-1311 

Union Troops 164, 611-624, 1150 

Orr, William. Mentioned 616 

Orwig, Thomas G. Mentioned 620,692 

Osborn, Francis A. 

Assiginhent to command 161 

Assumes command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Cori)S 164 

Correspondence with Robert S. Foster 461, 652, 681, 744, 793, 851, 907 

Mentioned. 161, 164, 187, 188, 237, 540, 541, 585, 620, Col, 681, 782, 792, 813, 896, 985-987 
Relieved from command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps .. 985, 986 

Osborne, Robert C. Mentioned 1249 

Osceola, U. S. S. Mentioned 49 

Otey, John M. Mentioned 1178 

For correspondence as A. A, G., see G. T, Beauregard. 


Otis, Elmer. 

Correspondence with Henry W. Benham 919 

Mentioned 660 

Otis, El well S. Mentioned 615 

Ould, Robert. Mentioned 1169, 1298 

Overton, Edward, jr. Mentioned 617 

Overton, Gilbert E. 

Correspondence with Edward Harland 1007 

Mentioned 1007 

Owen, Thomas H. Mentioned 1219 

Owen, William Miller. Mentioned 1156 

Owens, A. T. Mentioned 1250 

Owens, Silas. Mentioned 1251 

Owens, William A. Mentioned 1217 

Facetty, J. Anthony. Mentioned 1306 

Page, L. R. Mentioned 1278 

Paine, Charles J. 

Correspondence with 

Birnoy, David B 539, 1149 

Bntler, Benjamin F 766, 987, 1027, 1088 

Duncan, Samuel A 38 

Gibbon, John 766 



1402 


INDEX. 


Paine, Charles J. — Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Ord, Edward 0. C 240, 688 

Wright, EUas 383, 384 516 

Mentioned 37. 38. 504 505, 

510, 516, 537, 538, 540, 588, 622, 1027, 1083-1085, 1088, 1109, 1114, 1146-1148 

Paine, Jedediah C. Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 44 

Palfrey, Edward A. Mentioned 1197 

Palmer, Innis N. 

Correspondence with 

Amory, Thomas J. C 731 

Butler, Benj amin F 210 

Hitchcock, George H 243,590 

Holden, William 610 

J ossely n, Fran cis 590 

Lawson, Henry T 600 

Ord, Edward 0. C 654 

War Department, U. S 123 

Wardrop, David W 590 

Mentioned 243. 500. 590. 600. 610. 611. 618. 623. 793. 1116 

Palmer, John B. Mentioned 1161 

Palmer, Thomas M. Correspondence with 

Baker, James M 1188 

Maxwell, A. E 1188 

Parham, William A. Mentioned 4 1217 

Paris, Andrew B. Mentioned 1226 

Park, Wisner. Mentioned 621 

Parke, John Q-. 

Assumes command of 9th Army Corps 177 

Correspondence with 

Babcock, John C 757,770 

Barnard, John G 683 

Bimey, David B 634, 

672, 680, 685, 691, 710-712, 719, 720, 729, 730, 742, 754, 755, 765, 781 

Ferrero, Edward 285, 374, 434, 534, 1077, 1105, 1106 

Fisher, Benjamin F 675,700,736,747,771 

Gibbon, John 719,720 

Gowan, George W 281 

Grant, U. S 654, 655, 682, 683, 697, 717, 734, 746, 1000, 1137 

Gregg, David McM 644- 

646, 664, 669-671, 680, 690, 691, 695, 708, 719, 729, 741, 754, 764, 779 

Hancock, Winfield S 633, 660-662, 675, 

676, 684, 685, 700-704, 719-721, 736, 737, 746-748, 760, 761, 774, 940,1038,1039 

* Hartranft, John F 605 

Humphreys, Andrew A 494 , 626, 627 

Hunt, Henry J 547 

Hutchins, Robert A 373 

Kautz, August V 652 


Locke, Frederick T 496 

McEntee, John 656, 657, 674, 683, 697, 698, 717, 718, 734, 746 

Meade, George G 178, 202, 227, 228, 252, 278-283, 


315-319, 346, 347, 362, 373, 404-406, 434, 454, 455, 431, 434, 495, 531, 533, 547, 
548, 659, 571-573, 596, 597, 603, 642, 789, 790, 801, 807, 821, 825, 826, 846, 847, 
859,862,866,891,902,904,922, 939,945,946, 958,971, 972, 984, 1000, 1016, 
1021, 1022, 1028, 1037, 1041, 1042, 1056, 1076-1078, 1105, 1130, 1137, 1138 
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Parke, John Gr. — Continued. 

Correspondence with 

Michler, Nathaniel 604 

Ord, Edward O. C 178, 289, 290, 671 

Potter, Robert B i203, 497, 605, 808, 827, 1076 

Sharpe, George H 735 

Stryker, William S 659, 749, 

Warren, Gonverneur K 283, 284, 

309, 310, 319, 496, 596, 602, 633, 638-640, 663-665, 676, 677, 685, 688, 705, 706, 
719, 720, 724, 739, 749, 750, 762, 763, 778, 864, 867, 944, 1022, 1056, 1075, 1138 

White, Julius 284, 319, 374 

Willcos, Orlando B 203, 253, 284, 285, 320, 605, 633, 634. 

643, 666, 667, 678, 679, 685, 688-690, 706, 707, 719, 720, 725-727, 740, 754, 764 

Mentioned 142, 168-170, 176-179, 190, 192, 193, 

201, 202, 210, 226, 244, 249, 261, 263, 266, 267, 273-278, 284, 285, 289, 293-295, 
303, 305-307, 309-311, 314, 315, 323, 324, 328, 332, 339, 343, 347, 349, 350, 354, 
357, 358, 368, 369, 371, 373, 384-386, 391, 404, 405, 418-420, 431, 432, 434, 452, 
467, 470-472, 482, 487, 489, 490, 517, 519, 520, 524, 526, 530, 531, 533, 534, 548, 
570, 573, 574, 593, 595, 603, 605, 611, 616, 626, 631, 639, 644, 646, 664, 670, 671, 
679-681, 684, 685, 689, 690, 701, 705-708, 710, 711, 719, 720, 724, 725, 737, 742, 
751-754, 784, 795, 808, 855, 866, 867, 904, 937, 939, 943, 946, 947, 1008, 1014, 
1019-1021, 1023, 1030, 1040, 1041, 1047, 1054, 1056, 106*1, 1066, 1069, 1073, 
1076, 1094, 1118-1122, 1131-1133, 1136, 1140-1142, 1144, 1150, 1192, 1236 

Staff. Announcement of 177 

Parker, Ely S. 

Correspondence with 

Babcock, Orville E 1109,1133 

Bickford, Frederick T 80 

Burnside, Ambrose E 80, 91, 92 

Grant, U.S 52 

Ord, Edward 0. C 83 

Mentioned 592,870 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see JJ, S. Grant, 

Parker, Francis M. Mentioned 1217 

Parker, G-eorge C. Mentioned 59 

Parker, Isaac B. Mentioned 887 

Parker, William W. Mentioned 1220 

Parkinson, Edward T. For correspondence as A. A. G., sec Edward Marlaiid. 

Parks, Marcus A. Mentioned 1218 

Parsons, Augustin N. Mentioned 612 

Partridge, Sylvester B. Correspondence with 

Clum, Henry R 1027 

Norton, Lemuel B 680 

Patrick, Marsena R. 

Correspondence with 

Gates, Theodore B 853, 854, 859, 901 

Grant, U.S 817,837,912 

Sharpe, George H 858 

Mentioned .... 241, 242, 473, 611, 645, 763, 783, 784, 837, 848, 901, 903, 1036, 1122, 1150 

Patterson, Edmund Y. Mentioned 615 

Patterson, George M. Mentioned 1221 

Patterson, Joab N. 

Correspondence with Gilman Marston 1045 

Mentioned 621 
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Patterson, Theodore F. Correspondence with 

Amsden, Frederick J 589 

Giljbon, John 745, 851 

Norton, Lemuel 3 589 

Patton, Alexander G*. Mentioned 619 

Paul, Prank W. Mentioned 694 

Payne, William H. Mentioned 1219 

Payne, William M. Mentioned 1249 

Peabody, Edward R. Mentioned 1250 

Pearson, Alfred L. Mentioned 614 

Pearson, Henry H. Mentioned 827 

Peck, W. D. Mentioned 1248 

Peck, William R. Mentioned 1216 

Peckham, Peleg E. Mentioned 809 

Peebles, William H. Mentioned 1217 

Pegram, John. Mentioned 1216 

Pegram, William J. Mentioned 79, 85, 1205, 1221, 1309 

Peirce, Lnther H. Mentioned 168 

Peirpoint, Francis H. Mentioned 33, 1261 

Peirson, Charles L. 

Correspoi. . ..ce with Samuel W. Crawford 91 

Mentioned 275 

Pemberton, John C. 

Correspondence with 

Bragg, Braxton 1304 

Ewell, Richard S 1181 

Leo, Robert E 1168 

Maury, John M 1182 

War Department, C. S 1164 

Mentioned 1180,1303 

Pendleton, Dudley D. Mentioned 1168 

Pendleton, Edmund. Mentioned 1216 

Pendleton, Samuel H. Mentioned 1221 

Pendleton, William N. 

Correspondence with 

Jones, Hilary P 1209 

Lee, Robert E 1206,1208,1222,1223 

Moseley, Edgar F 1262 

Poague, William T 1185,1191 

Stevens, Walter H 1183 

Walker, R. Lindsay 1168, 1184, 1195, 1208 

Mentioned 1206,1214,1220,1243 

Pendrell, William. Mentioned 619 

Penick, Nathan. Mentioned 1186, 1191, 1221 

Penn, Davidson B. Mentioned 1216 

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. 


Artillery, Heavy— /?e!gr//77e/7fe.* 2d, 621; 2d Provisional, 593, 60*1, 605 ; 3d, 
438,623,694 ; 3d {Batteries), M, 619,648. 

Artillery, Light — Batteries: D, 88, 526, 570, 618. Regiments: 1st {Batter^ 
ies), A, 620; B, 616; E, 620,714; P, 151, 614, 775, 823, 838, 863, 997, 1017, 
1040. 

Cavalry~/?e5r/me/7fe: 1st, 618, 646,844, 903; 2d, 618,870; 3d, 611, 854, 878; 
4th, 134, 618, 627, 640, 644,646 ; 5th, 140,165,622, 756,873,875,876,1060; 
8th, 205,618; 11th, 241, 291, 563, 589,610, 622,623, 873,876,878,879,908, 
1060; 13th,205, 618, 870, 1024; 16th, 618, 627; 21st, 614, 999, 1041, 1063. 
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* ennsylvania Troops. Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fe : 11th, 615; 45th, 617; 48th, 11,434,617, 867; 50th, 

617; 51st, 68,617; 53d, 613; 55th, 621; 56th, 615,800; 57th, 614; 58th, 

461, 621; 68th, 611; 69th, 613; 76th, 620 ; 81st, 612; 83d, 615, 999, 1132; 

84th, 614; 85th, 608,619, 673, 744, 755, 896 ; 88th, 278, 615; 90th, 615; 

91st, 30,614,999; 97th, 620; 99th, 613, 761, 762, 777, 888; 100th, 616, 

643; 101st, 103d, 623; 105th, 614; 106th, 613; 107th, 615; 110th, 613, 

998 ; 114th, 611, 1122 ; 116th, 613 ; 118th, 615. 999 ; 121st, 614, 800 ; 140th, 

612 ; 141st, 614 ; 142d, 614, 800 ; 143d, 614, 800, 1105 ; 145th, 148th, 613 ; 
149th, 150th, 614, 800, 1105; 155th, 614,999; 157th, 615; 183d, 612; 
184th, 613; 187th, 614, 954; 188th, 621; 190th, 191st, 372, 615, 800; 
198th, 840, 964, 990, 1000, 1020 ; 200th, 1025, 1070 ; 203d, 1027, 1061, 1082 ; 
205th, 1025, 1070; 210th, 1125, 1138. 

Pennypacker, Galusha. 

Assignment to command 830 

Assumes command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps 851 

Mentioned 620,830 

Pentecost, Joseph H. Mentioned 616 

Perkins, Henry S. Mentioned 620,622 

Perkins, Joseph G. Mentioned 617 

Perrin, Abner. Mentioned. . . 159, 211-213, 218, 245, 246, 256, 267, 296, 297, 326, 329, 334 

Perry, Edward A. Mentioned 734, 747, 1218, 1232, 1233, 1306 

Perry, William P. Mentioned 159, 1215 

Persinger, George P. Mentioned 1248 

Pettes, William H. Mentioned 611 

Peyton, Henry E. Correspondence Avith Adjutant and Inspector General’s 

Office, C.S. A 1270 

Phillips, James J. Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Phillips, James P. Mentioned 1247 

Phillips, Jefferson C. Mentioned 1220, 1310 

Phillips, Rolla O. Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 782 

Phipps, Richard W. Mentioned 1217,1306 

Pickens, Samuel B. Mentioned 1217 

Pickering, John, jr. Mentioned 619,1150 

Pickett, George E. 

Correspondence with 

Beauregard, G. T 468, 479, 500, 518, 522, 658, 659, 1202 

Lee, Robert E 1168, 1186, 1202, 1291, 1304 

Stevens, Walter H 1242 

Mentioned 26, 34, 42, 54, 76, 85, 103, 115, 120, 126-128, 145, 167, 231, 

302, 322, 323, 330, 334, 341, 349, 437, 456, 458, 466, 474, 476, 477, 480, 497, 498, 
501,509,511,513,771,832, 882,893, 913, 914, 1123, 1124, 1128, 1144, 1168, 
1169,1172,1202,1213, 1214, 1243, 1271,1290, 1292,1297, 1298, 1303, 1304 
Pierce, Byron R. 

Correspondence with Gershom Mott 545, 595, 676, 687, 739, 777, 970, 1020 

Mentioned 614, 635, 663, 739, 778, 901, 920, 970, 983, 1020, 1039, 1041 


Pierce, Francis E. 

Assignment to command 151 

Mentioned 151,613 

Relieved from command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 151 

Pierce, Henry H. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 754, 

764, 780, 790, 828, 847, 905, 926, 961, 974, 985, 1026, 1060, 1114 

Pierce, John G. Mentioned 1250 

Pinckard, Lucius. Mentioned 1217 
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Pace 

Pinckney, R. P. Mentioned 1294 

Pincus, Simon. Mentioned 613 

Piper, Alexander, 

Correspondence with 

Gibbon, John 813 

Hunt, Henry J 464 

McGil very, Freeman 459 

Mentioned 539, 561, 622, 649 

Pitkin, Perley P. 

Correspondence with Richard N. Batchelder 899 

Mentioned 121,251,447,551,631 

Plaiated, Harris M. 

Assumes command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 10th Army Corps 460 

Correspondence with David B. Birney 540 

Mentioned 539, 540, 562, 619, 713, 730, 1082 

Staff. Announcement of 1082 

Platt, Hiram, Correspondence with Richard J. Falls 889 

Pleasants, Henry, 

Assignment to command 11 

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 156 

Mentioned 11,808 

Plimpton, Josiah 1, Mentioned 237, 459, 871 

Poague, William T, 

Correspondence with William N. Pendleton 1185, 1191 

Mentioned 1172,1222,1246,1291,1309 

Poindexter, George, Mentioned 1220 

Polk, A. H, Mentioned 1161 

Pond, Francis B. 

Assignments to command 811, 1005 

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 110, 673, 693, 713, 744, 812 

Mentioned 110, 619, 673, 730, 744, 755, 811, 812, 895, 896, 1005 

Ponder, James M. Mentioned 1250 

Pontoons. Employment of, etc. Communications from 

Benham, Henry W 104, 147, 333, 350, 362 

Michie, Peter S 324 

Pool, Stephen D. Mentioned 1225 

Poor, Walter S. Mentioned 623 

Pope, John. Mentioned 100, 140 

Poplar Spring Church, Va. Battle of, Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 1864 (including com- 
bats at Wyatt’s, Peebles’, and Pegram’s Farms, Chappell House, 
and Yaughan Road). Communications from 

Babcock, Orville E II33 

Bates, John C IIO9 

Clarke, George J 1134,1135 

Crawford, Samuel W 1136 1138 

Grant, U. S 1094, 1117-1121, II43' 1144 

Gregg, David McM 1106-1109, 1139, 1140 

Meade, George G 1091, 1093, 1094, 1106, 1118-1122, 1131-1133, 1137-1141 

Paxke, John G 1137^ 1138 

Warren, Gouvemeur K 1131-1133, 1135 

Porter, David D. Mentioned 697 936 

Porter, Horace. Mentioned 197 

For correspondence as A.D. C., see CT. S. Grant. 

Porter, Peter A. Mentioned 337 

Posey, Carnot. Mentioned 28,591 
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Potomac, Army of the. 

Cutler, Ly Sander, relieved from duty with 805 

Exclusion of liquors from. Communication from George G. Meade 837 

Gibbon, John, resumes command of 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 1019 

Gregg, J. Irvin, relieved from command of 2d Division, Cavalry Corjis 135 

Hartranft, John F. 

Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division, 9th Army Coriis 809 

Assumes temporary command of 1st Division, 9th Army Corps 560 

Assumes temporary command of 3d Division, 9th Army Corps 669 

List of batteries of, whose terms expire during 1864 88 


Orders, series 1864--Afefl^/e : Aug. 26 (two), 524, 534; Sept. 28,1069, 1070. 

Clark: Aug. 13, 151; Aug. 21,364. Crawford: Aug. 24 (two), 
454; Aug. 25 (two), 493; Sept. 14, 825. Hancock : Aug. 8, 89; 
Aug. 15, 200. McAllister : Sept. 5, 704. McLaughlen : Sept. 15, 
847. Wilson : Aug. 1, 12; Aug. 5, 61. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1864— Afeade : Aug. 9, 98; Aug. 20, 332; Sept. 

21, 954; Sept. 23, 981; Sept. 25, 1014; Sept. 28, 1070. Ayres : 
Aug. 19, 312; Sept. 25, 1021. Bragg: Sept. 29, 1105. De 
Trobriand : Sept. 9, 761. Edged: Sept. 24, 997. D. M. Gregg : 
Aug. 13,158; Sept. 14,828. Charles Griffin: Aug. 25, 492. 
Hancock: Aug. 3, 30; Aug. 12, 132; Aug. 13 (three), 149; 
Aug. 14, 174; Aug. 16 (two), 223; Aug. 17, 250; Aug. 18, 
270; Aug. 19, 303; Aug. 20 (two), 337, 338; Aug. 21 
(three), 364; Aug. 26, 528; Sept. 1, 634; Sept. 6, 722; Sept. 
13,807; Sept. 22, 968; Sept. 25, 1016; Sept. 27, 634; Sept. 
28, 1073; Sept. 29 (two), 1102; Sept. 30, 1129. Hazard : Aug. 
12, 133; Aug, 30, 595. McAllister: Sept. 7, 739. Mott: Aug. 
16, 225; Aug. 25, 488; Sept. 23, 982; Sept. 29, 1101.^ Parke: 
Aug. 26, 533; Aug. 27, 548; Sept. 14, 826. Warren: Aug. 
25, 491; Aug. 26, 532; Aug. 28,559; Sept. 1, 640; Sept. 30, 
1135; ISTo. 102, 177; No. 103, 201; No. 105, 227; Nos. 106, 
107, 252; No. 1074, 276; No. 109, 343; Nos, 110, 110^,370; 
No. 131,824; No. 132, 845; No. 138, 1075. 

Orders, General, series 1864 — Meade: No. 31, 29; No. 36, 837; No. 37, 
981. Burnside: No. 35, 10. Gibbon: No. 61,559; No. 63,595; 
No. 69, 1019. Charles Griffin : No. 53 , 945. Hancock: No. 30, 
888; No. 31, 941; No. 32, 957; No. 35, 996; No. 36, 1054. 
Harriman: No. 12, 1138. Hartranft: No. 45, 560; No. 47, 669. 
Hunt: No. 2, 574; No. 5, 582. McAllister: No. 2, 66. Parke: 
No. 37, 177; No. 39, 808. Smyth : No. 67, 723. Warren : No. 
35, 800; No. 36, 903; No. 43, 1103. White: No. 38, 59; No. 
40, 92, WiUcox: No. 49, 809. 

Orders, Special, series 1864 — Meade: No. 206, 18; No. 212, 88; No. 228, 
447; No. 229, 480; No. 233, 570; No. 234, 592; No. 236, 631; 
No. 237, 632; No. 247, 798; No. 255, 954; No. 258, 990; No. 
259, 1032 ; No. 260, 1053 ; No. 264, 1125 ; No. 279, 574. Ayres : 
No. 45,345; No. 46, 372; No. 49, 547; No. 61, 846. 

S/Ve; No. 132,44. Crawford; Aug. 21, 372. De Trobriand : No* 
77,761. Dushane: No. Ill, 345. Edged: No. 53,838; No. 
145, 722; No. 158, 957; Sept. 14, 823. Gibbon : No. 132, 1019. 
J. /. Gregg: No. 60, 135; No. 78, 550; No. 99, 1078. Charles 
Griffin : No. 132, 1000. Hancock : No. 205, 78 ; No. 210, 149 ; No. 
212, 250 ; No. 216, 528 ; No. 241, 968 ; No. 244, 1039. Hartranft: 
No. 71, 826. Hazard: No. 141, 635; No. 143, 686. McAllister: 
No. 78, 983. Miles : No. 494, 671 ; No. 498, 602 ; No, 508, 799. 
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Potomac, Arm 7 of the — Continued. 

Orders, Special, series 1864 (continued) — Mott: No. 184, 545. Parke: No. 

150,406; No. 157, 597; No. 172,808; No. 183, 1000; No. 238, 

660; No. 240, 684. Potter: No. 88, 11; No. 98, 374; No. 99, 

434; No. 105, 668. Smyth: No. 115, 151. Warren: No. 194, 

78; No. 199, 133; No. 205, 370; No. 206, 402; No. 207, 453; 

No. 215, 641; No. 229, 844; No. 232, 903; No. 239, 1021. 
WWcox: No. 160, 642; No. 161, 668: No. 164, 707. 

Organization, strength, etc. 

Aug. 31, 1864 611-618 

Sept. 30, 1864 1159 

Parke, John G., assumes command of 9tli Army Corps 177 

Eecommendations for jiromotion in. Communications from 

Hancock, Winfield S 594, 886, 956 

Miles, Nelson A 558 

Potter, Eoherfc B 808 

Eegulations for artillery in. Communications from Henry J. Hunt 574, 582 

Sheridan, Philip II., relieved temporarily from duty in 21 

Smyth, Thomas A., a-^snmes command of 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 723 

Potter, Joseph H. 

Correspondence with 

Abbot, Henry L 1113 

Butler, Benjamin F 1115 

Ord, Edward 0. C 1089 

Mentioned 1025, 1088, 1089, 1113, 1150 

Potter, Robert B. 

Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 10, 20, 24, 32, 45, 60, 92, 119, 134, 156 

Fisk, John 119 

Griffin, Simon G 406,533 

Monroe, J. Albert 202 

Parke, John G 203, 497, 605, 808, 827, 1076 

Warren, Gouverneur K 347, 348 

Willcox, Orlando B 15.5, 644, 668, 728, 740 

Mentioned. 21, 81, 119, 151, 156, 178, 201, 202, 227, 252, 279, 282, 308-310, 315, 316, 820, 
339, 343, 348, 369, 373, 374, 405, 431, 492, 494, 524, 533, 534, 573, 603, 604, 617, 
666, 668, 669, 706, 707, 525, 1014, 1022, 1042, 1069, 1072, 1076, 1077, 1105, 1121 

Potts, Prank. Mentioned 1247 

Powell, Edward H. Mentioned 622 

Powell, John W. Mentioned 1274 

Powell, Robert M. Mentioned 159 

Powers, J. L. Mentioned 1251 

Pratt, Benjamin F. Mentioned 416, 622 

Pratt, Franklin A. Mentioned 182, 1070 

Prescott, George L. Mentioned 706 

President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis. 

President, U. S. See Ahraham Lincoln. 

Preston, John. Mentioned 1248 

Price, Samuel C. Mentioned 1249 

Pride, William G. Mentioned 802 

Prince, Frederick W. Mentioned 850 

Prisoners of War. 

Enlistment of. Communications from 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 973 

Butler, Benjamin F 948, 1007 

War Department, U. S 948 
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Prisoners of War — Continued. 

Treatment of. Coimuiinications from 

Butler, Benjamin F 959 

Duncan, Samuel A 959 

Loring, Charles G 31 

Private Property. Depredations on, etc. Communications from 

Baker, Lawrence S 1007, 1280 

Beauregard, G. T 1279 

Gaillard, Peter C 1280 

Grant, U. S 243 

Lincoln, Abraham 167 

War Department, C. S 1279 

Pruyn, Minott A. Mentioned 623 

Pryor, Roger A. Mentioned 72 

Pulford, John. 

Correspondence with Gershom Mott 304: 

Mentioned 304, 317, 488, 614 

Quartermaster-G-eneral’s OfiSce, U. S. A. Correspondence with Rufus In- 
galls 40, 53, 66, 76, 102, 125, 329, 443, 471, 566 

Quincy, William H. Mentioned 1250 

Raleigh, C. S. S. Mentioned 1294,1297 

Ramsay, George D. Mentioned 973 

For correspondence, etc., see Ordnance Department, XT. S. J. 

Ramseur, Stephen D. Mentioned 1213,1216,1217,1243 

Ramsey, David M. Mentioned 623 

Rand, Arnold A. 

Correspondence with David B. Birney 5ii3, 554 

Mentioned 584*, 621, 1109 

Randall, George M. Mentioned 616 

Randlett, James P. Mentioned 459, 619 

Randolph, Coleman L. Mentioned 1262 

Randolph, John P. Mentioned 612 

Rankin, William S. Mentioned 1216 

Ransom, Alfred. Mentioned 624 

Ransom, Matt. W. Mentioned 96, 

297, 329, 359, 360, 393, 854, 880, 899, 1049, 1166, 1227, 1241, 1311 

Ransom, Robert, jr. Mentioned 1103, 1300 

Ransom, William M. Mentioned 805 

Raulston, John B. Mentioned C21 

Rawle, Francis. Mentioned 1248 

Rawlins, John A. Mentioned 39 

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see JJ. S. Grant. 

Raymond, Edward T. Mentioned 809 

Raymond, John W. Mentioned 621 

Read, John P. W. Mentioned 1167, 1207, 1227, 12-14, 1263 

Read, Theodore. Correspondence with 

Davis, Robert S ^ 609 

Kensel, George A 553 

Ord, Edward O.C 553 

For coiTespondence as A. A. G., see Edward 0. 0. Ord; also John Gihhon. 

Read, Walter A. Mentioned 617 

Ready, Horace. Correspondence with 

Hughs, John M 1285 

'ohnson, Bushrod R 1264 

89 B R— VOL XLIX, PT II 
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Reams’ Station, Va. Battle of, Aiig. 25, 1864. Communications from 

Grant, U. S 466, 470, 517 

Gregg, David McM 525 

Hancock, Winfield S 473, 482^84, 497, 524, 525 

Humphreys, Andrew A 472, 473, 494 

Lee, Robert E 1204 

McAllister, Robert 529 

Meade, George G 467-472, 482-490, 494. 495, 510, 511, 517, 518, 535, 556 

Mott, Gershom 488,686 

Parke, John G 496, 497 

Warren, Gouverneur K 489, 491, 496 

Reece, John M. Mentioned 1226 

Reed, Lieutenant. Mentioned 786 

Reese, William J. Mentioned 1221 

Refugees. Action touching. Communications from 

Parke, John G 763, 

Sharpe, George H 678 

Warren, Gouverneur K 763 

Reichard, Francis H. Mentioned 621 

Reid, Alexander S. Mentioned 1248 

Reid, James S. Mentioned 1251 

Reid, William L. J. Mentioned 1262 

Reilly, James. Mentioned 79 

Reynolds, Albert. Mentioned 612 

Reynolds, Arthur E. Mentioned 1218,1273,1309 

Reynolds, Prior. Mentioned 1248 

Reynolds, Reuben O. Mentioned 1273, 1309 

Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy — Regiments: 3d (Batteries), C, 562, 620 j 5th, 6245 5th 
(Batteries), D, K, 623. 

Artillery, Regiments : 1st (Batteries), A, B, 88, 364, 614, 722, 997, 

1017; E, 88,202,612,721; P, 622. 

Infantry— /?ey//77e/7#s : 4th, 7th, 617. 

Rhodes, William B. Mentioned 612 

Rice, Edmund. Mention e.d 613 

Rice, James C. Mentioned 751 

Rice, R. Sydney. Mentioned 1221 

Rice, William G. Mentioned 1215 

Rich, William W. Mentioned 1219,1310 

Richards, Thomas J. Mentioned 1222 

Richards, William V, For correspondence as A. D. C., see Orlando B, Will- 
cox, 

Richardson, Charles. Mentioned 1221 

Richardson. John. Mentioned 1168 

Richardson, Lester I. Mentioned 616 

Richardson, Martin V. B. Mentioned 599 

Richardson, Nathaniel A. Mentioned 854 

Richmond, Lewis. 

Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E IH 

Loring, Charles G 31 

Mentioned 16H 

For correspondence as A. A. G., sec Ambrose E, Burnside. 
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Richmond, Va. AliiiirB lu, generally. Communications iroiu 

Gardner, 'William M 1237, 1239 

Manning, Fred. L 522 

Sharpe, George H 568, 718, 735, 881, 912, 961, 989, 1010, 1050 

Hichmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1864. 

Casualties. Eotums of. Union troops 982 

Congratulatory Orders. 

Birney, David B 325 

Hancock, Winfield S 888 

Engineer operations during. Communications from 

Meade, George G 19, 115 

Warren, Gouverneur K 19 

Exclusion of liquors from. Communications from 

Grant, U. S 837 

Meade, George G * 837 

List of field-works. (Union) 951 

Movements and disposition of troops during. Comuiuni{ atious from 

Ahbot, Henry L 790, 791 

Ames, Adelhert 515 

Ayres, Romeyn B 31 

Benham, Henry W 918, 919 

Birney, David B 101, 351, 352, 379-381, 412-414, 459, 464, 504, 

505, 507, 508, 515, 516, 538-540, 552, 650, 692, 743, 894, 1004, 1062, 1080-1082 

Bragg, Edward S 1 105 

Butler, Benjamin F 37, 189, 190, 

412, 413, 437, 438, 457, 458, 500, 503, 504, 509, 926, 1004, 1062, 1063, 1082, 1088 

Carr, Joseph B 15, 16, 25, 387 

Crawford, Samuel W 454, 493, 532 

Curtis, N. Martin 563 

Davies, Henry E., jr 947, 972, 973 

De Trobriand, P. Regis 983, 997 

Edgell, Frederick M 1017, 1040 

Ferrero, Edward 11,741 

Foster, Robert S 460, 461, 540, 541, 554, 584, 693 

Gibbon, John 930 

Grant, U. S 38, 39, 48, 95, 

140, 141, 169, 334, 335, 350, 391, 410, 420, 436, 455, 1002, 1010, 1046-1048, 1058 

Gregg, David McM 46, 51, 60, 65, 

349, 435, 549, 560, 606, 695, 828, 1001, 1002, 1023, 1024, 1043, 1044, 1057, 1078 

Griffin, Charles 492, 1104 

Hancock, Winfield S 8, 

56,57,334-338, 349, 351, 402, 663, 675, 686, 703, 701,721,722, 747, 861-863, 
884,885,938-941,969, 993, 995-997,1014-1016, 1018, 1019, 1073, 1129,1130 

Heckman, Charles A 1063 • 

Hunt, Henry J 547, 1070 

Johnson, Bushrod R 1252, 1305 

Kautz, August V 1006, 1007, 1064 

Lee, Robert E 1170-1172, 1201, 1202, 1257 

McAllister, Robert 739,983 

Mars ton, Gilman 1089,1090 

Meade, George G 39, 46, 56,* 63, 105, 165, 

166, 169, 170, 176-178, 190-193, 242, 282, 289, 332, 363, 365, 373, 384, 390, 415, 
418-420, 426, 431, 432, 434-436, 443, 462, 519, 524, 530, 534, 549, 638, 827, 894, 
901, 902, 904, 917, 918, 923-925, 937-939, 943-947, 966, 970, 972, 978, 991, 992, 
1001, 1004, 1008, 1010, 1014, 1043, 1047, 1057, 1064, 1069, 1074, 1076, 1128 
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Richmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. 1-Dec. 31 , 1864 — Continued. 

Movements and disposition of troops during. Communications from 


Milos, Nelson A 723, 788, 807, 863, 889, 1018, 1019 

Mott, Gershom 449, 687, 688, 738, 739, 778, 1020, 1040, 1041 

Ord, Edward O. C 15, 191-193, 365, 

386-388, 463, 464, 501, 502, 505, 506, 510-512, 514, 515, 534, 538, 555, 561, 647 

Paine, Charles J 37, 38, 516 

Parke, John G 178, 202, 203, 282, 283, 373, 374, 494, 533, 534, 547, 639, 

684, 685, 690, 691, 719, 721, 725-727, 737, 940, 946, 1022, 1038, 1039, 1042, 1076 

Plaisted, Harris 506 

Sheridan, Philip H 12, 16 

Terry, Alfred H 414, 562, 712, 743 

Turner, J ohn W 1 . . . 189 


VV UJLJLCJLI, CXJLICUX XV.... .................................. ........ O, 

433, 493, 529, 332, 638, 641, 844-846, 943, 944, 1021 , 1041, 1075, 1103, 1104 ^ 

White, Julius 92 

Willcox, Orlando B 178, 668, 669, 726-728, 740 

Wilson, J ames H 12, 47, 61 

Movements of U. S. vessels during. Communication from Melancton Smith . 952 
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Stewart, James, jr. Mentioned 621 

Stewart, William H. Mentioned 1306 

Stiles, William H., jr. Mentioned 1248 

Stiles, William H., sr. Mentioned 1216 

Stitt, William. Mentioned 620, 692 

Stone, Charles P. 

Assignment to command 372 

Correspondence with 

Ayres, Eomeyn B 493 

Warren, Gouverneur K 572, 665 

Mentioned 95, 143, 370, 372, 403, 615, 640, 753 

Stone. Hamilton J. Mentioned 1249 

Stone, Henry M. Mentioned 624 

Stone, John M. Mentioned 1218,1273,1309 

Stonebreaker, A. S. Mentioned 1248 

Stoneman, George. Mentioned 37,54 

Stoney, J. D. Mentioned 1196, 1197 

Stony Creek, N. C., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Robert 


E. Lee 1257 

Stowe, Samuel N. Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Stowe, William A. Mentioned 1218,1308 

Strang, Edward J. 

Correspondence with Henry W. Benham 919 

Mentioned 40 

Strange, James W. Mentioned 1226 

Stratton, Franklin A. 

Correspondence with Samuel Wetherill 716, 878, 908 

Mentioned 022,745,908,1236 

Street, Napoleon B. Mentioned 1166, 1311 

Strength of Troops. Sec Organization, i^lrength, etc, 

Strieker, David L. Mentioned 837 

Strickland, Major, Mentioned 542 
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Page. 

Strong, Joseph W. CoiTespoiidonfc with Frank J. AVliite 441 

Strong, Richard P. Mentioned ^20 

Strong, Thomas J. . 

CoiTespoudence with Alt red II. Terry 93, 139 

Mentioned ^^52, 619 

Stryker, William S. 

CoiTespondence with 

Clark, Thomas R 129, 395, 397, 569 

Davis, Charles L 7, 116, 361, 395, 396 

Fearey, Thomas H 398 

Fisher, Benjamin F 395, 523 

Fulton, Henry W 6, 7, 87, 194, 214, 263, 360, 659, 749 

Jordan, Amos C -^87, 113, 214, 267, 395, 397, 570 

Lyon, Isaac S-.: 129, 749 

Meade, George G 3, 7, 87, 

113, 129, 130, 146, 194, 213, 211, 263, 267, 360-362, 395-397, Hi, 179, 569, 570 

Parke, John G 659,719 

Warts, William H 87, 147, 194, 213, 395 

Mentioned 6 

Stuart, J. E. B. Mentioned 128, 1276 

Stuart, W. D. 


Correspondence with Walter H. Stevens 1243 

Mentioned 1242 

Stubbs, Charles B. Mentioned 612 

Subsistence Stores. Sqq Munitions of War, 

Sudborough, Joseph A. Mentioned 617 

Sudderth. John R. Mentioned 1250 

Sumner, Edwin V. Mentioned 1150 

Surgeon-General’s Ofiace, XT. S. A. Correspondence with 

Bntler, Benjamin F 1024 

Grant, U.S 1064 

Sutlive, John W, Mentioned 1249 

Swain, John L. Mentioned 1166 

Swain, Julius M. 

Correspondence with Gilman Marston 122 

Mentioned 122 

Sweet, John E. Mentioned 459 

Sycamore Church, Va. 

Affair near, Sept. 3, 1864. Communications from 

Gregg, David McM 681 

Kautz, August V 681 

Reconnaissance to. Sept. 5-6, 1861. Comnuinications from 

Grant, U. S 697 

Kautz, August V 715^ 716 

Parke, John G 708, 717 

Wetherill, Samuel .• 716 

Talbot, Thomas H. Mentioned 613 

Taloott, Charles G. Correspondence'" with Robert E. Lee 1192 

Talcott, Thomas M. R. Correspondence with Hugh Thomas Douglas 1158, 

1159, 1162 

Taliaferro, Alexander G, Mentioned 1210 

Taliaferro, V. H. Mentioned 1186, 1228, 1310 

Tallahassee, C. S. S. Mention(‘d 769, 1212, 1281, 1282, 1293, 1294 

Tallapoosa, Steamer. Mentioned 1295 
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Tanner, N. M. Mentioned 1248 

Tanner, William A. Mentioned 1221 

Tansill, Robert. Mentioned 1252 

Tappen, Jolin R. Mentioned 614 

Tate, John M. Mentioned 1249 

Tayloe, Edward P. Mentioned 1219, 1309 

Tayloe, G-eorge E. Mentioned 1217 

Taylor, Major. Mentioned 1182 

Taylor, Benjamin P. Mentioned 617 

Taylor, Constantine. 

Correspondence -with William Stediuan 205 

Mentioned 1023,1024 

Taylor, Erasmus. Mentioned 1247 

Taylor, John D. Mentioned 1226 

Taylor, John P. 

Correspondence with David McM. Gregg 646 

Mentioned 618 

Taylor, Osmond B. Mentioned 1220 

Taylor, Peter A. 

Correspondence with 

Fisher, Benjamin F 1097, 1118, 1125 

Hancock, Winfield S 174, 1029, 1054, 1103 

Neel, William H. R 196,818 

Thickstun, Israel 526, 844 

Mentioned 980 

Taylor, R. D. Correspondence with John K. Mitchell 35 

Taylor, Robert T. Mentioned 1250 

Taylor, Walter H. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1178 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Bohert E. Zee. 

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Regiments: 1st {Provisional Army), 664, 1218, 1273, 1309 j 7th, 

569, 1218, 1273, 1274, 1309 ; 14th, 1011, 1218, 1273, 1274, 1309 ; 17th, 217, 809, 

856, 1213; ‘23d, 856, 1213; 25th, 1213, 1288; 29th, 217; 44th, 699, 1213; 

63d, 522, 1213. 

Tenny, Allen. Mentioned 438 

Terrett, George H. 

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1305 

Mentioned 1228 

Terrill, James B. Mentioned 1216 

Terry, Adrian. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Alfred JS. Terry. 

Terry, Alfred H. 

Correspondence with 

Abbott, Joseph G 850, 950 

Bimey, David B 36, 110, 139, 

187, 188, 236, 237, 352, 380, 460, 539, 540, 712, 730, 743, 765. 781, 811, 950, 1147 

Hawley, J oseph R 93, 164 

Howell, Joshua B 608,651 

Ord, Edward 0. C 506 

Phillips, RoIlaO 782 

Pond, Francis B 110, 673, 693, 713, 744, 812 

Strong, Thomas J 93,139 

Voris, A1 vin C 755, 756, 705, 792, 803, 850, 872, 895, 906, 928, 962 

Mentioned 93, 162, 163, 183, 

185, 186, 223, 235-237, 352, 378, 379, 414, 459, 464, 502-504, 507, 509, 538, 539, 
552, 563, 608, 619, 673, 711, 713, 714, 743, 812, 896, 995, 1005, 1081, 1114, 1147 
Terry, William. Mentioned 1216 
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Terry, William R. Mentioned 103, 120, 1168, 1214 • 

Tew, George W. Mentioned 624 

Te2:as Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st, 4th, 5th, 159, 766. 

Thaxter, Sidney W. Mentioned - 618 

Thickstun, Israel. 

Correspondence with 

Fisher, Benjamin F 884 

Taylor, Peter A 526,841 

Mentioned 1097,1103 

Thomas, Charles H. Mentioned 1251 

Thomas, Edward Ii. Mentioned 103, 

231, 246, 256, 322, 377, 477, 513, 520, 521, 771, 893, 913, 011, 1218, 1307, 1308 

Thomas, George W. Mentioned 1306 

Thomas, Henry G. 

Correspondence with 

Burnside, Ambrose E 21 

Ferrero, Edward 285, 320 

Mentioned 11, 31, 32, 67, 79, 3 17, 617 

Thomas, James J. Mentioned 1249 

Thomas, J. Henry. Correspondence with William N. Barker 1209 

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned 804, 805, 017, 948, 974 

Thomas, N. J. Mentioned 1262 

Thomas, Oliver G. Mentioned 623 

Thomas, R. W. Mentioned 1218 

Thomas, Wiley P. Mentioned 1247 

Thompson, . Mentioned 5 

Thompson, Augustus. Mentioned 621 

Thompson, B. S. Mentioned 1249 

Thompson, Cameron L. Mentioned 1249 

Thompson, George S. Mentioned 1247 

Thompson, George W. Mentioned 613 

Thompson, Lawrence H. Mentioned 613 

Thompson, Thomas C. Mentioned 614 

Throckmorton, Joseph P. Mentioned 441 

Throop, William A. 

Assignment to command 402 

Mentioned 402,614,753,999 

Thornton, Charles C. G. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see George F. 

Shepley. 

Thruston, Stephen D. Mentioned 1216 

Tilden, Charles W. Mentioned 615 

Tilton, William S. 

Mentioned 19,402 

Relieved from command of Ist Brigade, 1st Division, 5th Army Corps 402 

Timberlake, John C. Mentioned 1168 

Tinen, Patrick S. Mentioned 613 

Tinsley, Howard. Mentioned 1248 

Tippin, Andrew H. Mentioned 611 

Titus, Samuel N. Mentioned 878 

Tobey, John S. Mentioned 59 

Tolman, Lieutenant. Mentioned 568 

Toon, Thomas F. Mentioned 1217 

Torbert, Alfred T. A. 

Correspondence with Philip H. Sheridan 12 

Mentioned 38, 53, 134, 1008, 1009, 1027, 1172 
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Torpedoes. Employment of, etc. Communications from 

Engineer Department, C. fcJ. A 1211 

Grant, U.S 567 

Smith, Melancton 627 

Whiting, William H. C * 1210 

Torrance, David. Llentioned 182, 209, 620 

Torsch, John W. Mentioned 1309 

Tov7ers, John R. Mentioned 159,1215 

Tovth, Franklin E, Mentioned 247 

Townsend, Edward D. Mentioned 131 

Trade and Intercourse. Communications from 

Davis, Jeifer&on 1258 

Palmer, Innis N 123 

Transportation. (Army.) See Munitions of JFar, 

Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communications from 

Engineer Department, C. S. A 1257 

Grant, U.S 564,565,805 

Ingalls, Rufus 76, 566, 591 

Meade, George G 564, 566, 805 

Morgan, John 567 

Trenholm, George A. Mentioned 1281 

Trigg, Robert C. Mentioned 1252 

Tripp, Willard D. Mentioned 616 

Trumbull, Thomas S. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 647 

TuUoch, Ebenezer C. Mentioned 617 

Turnbull, Charles N. Mentioned 565 

Turner, A. S. Mentioned 1250 

Turner, James H. Mentioned 1250 

Turner, John W. 

Correspondence with 

Bimey, David B 101, 188, 237, 259, 380, 381 

Butler, Benjamin F 163, 164, 189, 238, 259, 288 

Curtis, N. Martin 110, 121, 238, 259, 381 

Ferry, Orris S 209 

Mentioned 15, 16, 24, 25, 37, 

101, 110, 161-163, 188-190, 238, 259, 325, 381, 414, 438, 439, 514, 535, 537, 539 

Turner, Robert H. Mentioned 1249 

Turner, Thomas P. Mentioned 1238 

Turner, Vines E. Mentioned 1248 

Twitchell, Adelbert B. Mentioned 285,618 

Tyler, Casper W. Mentioned 614 

Union Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of. Richmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1864 . 982 

Mentioned. 

Colored. 

Artillery, Light — Regiments: 2d {Batteries) y B, 623. 

Cavalry— ^ey//ne/7ts: 1st, 25, 50, 100, 123, 623, 1045 ; 2d, 25, 561, 622. 

Infantry — Regiments: 1st, 25,620, 622,652 ; 4th, 37, 622; 5th, 622; 

6th, 37, 622 ; 7th, 138, 620; 8th, 620; 9th, 101, 139, 620; 10th, 37, 
551,552,622; 19th, 320, 617 ; 22d, 37, 620, 622, 708-712, 715,873, 
894,895; 23d, 320, 617; 27th, 617, 1106; 28th, 320, 617 ; 29th, 

30th, 31st, 617; 36th, 417, 622 ; 37th, 38,551. 552, 554, 622 ; 38th, 

622; 39th, 43d, 617; 45th, 1026,1044. 

90 R R— YOL XLII, PT II 
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ITmou Troops— Continned. 

Mentioned. 

Regulars, 

Artillery, Light — Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B, 622; D, 620, 712, 
743,950; H,612; I, 612,1078; M, 620, 895, 1017 ; 2d (Batteries), 

A, 618, 1078; 447; M, 61; 3d (Battei^ies), E, 620; 4th (BaU 

tmes), B, 616; C,61; D, 620, 714, 730, 755, 850, 1017; E, 61; K, 
151,364,614,635, 839, 997,1017, 1040; L,622 ; 5th (Batteines), A, 

622; C, 364, 614, 635, 839, 997, 1017; D, 371,372,616; E, 612; F, 

622; I, 364, 614, 635, 839, 997, 1017. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 5th, 859, 1036, 1126 ; 6th, 878. 

Engineers — Battalions: Harwood’s,* 611, 612,1150. 

Infantry — Regiments: 8th, 424, 616; 10th, 11th, 615; 12th, 277, 
312,313,615; 14th, 17th, 615. 

Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Infantry — Battalions : 2d, 623. 

Volunteers. 

Infantry — Regiments: 1st, 100, 123; 1st Sharpshooters, 614; 2d 
Sharpshooters, 613, 761, 777, 778, 888, 983. 

For other Volunteers, see respective States. 


Organization, strength, etc. 

James, Army of the 164, 618-622, 1160 

Potomac, Army of the 611-618, 1150 

Virginia and North Carolina, Dex)artment of 618-624, 1150 

0pham, Charles L. Mentioned 624, 793 

Etterback, Addison W. Mentioned 1222 

Van, . Mentioned 114 

Vance, Zebnlon B. Mentioned 1232, 1234, 1279, 1281, 1295, 1296, 1300, 1301 

For correspondence, etc., see North Carolina, Grovernor of. 

Vanderwarker, George. Mentioned 906 

Vandeventer, Alexander S. Mentioned 1216 

Vande Wiele, John B. Mentioned 61Si 

Van Hook, John C. Mentioned 1225 

Van Reed, William £. Mentioned 616 

Van Rensselaer, Walter A. 

Correspondence with Theodore B. Gates 854 

Mentioned 859,878 

Varuna, Steamer. Mentioned 138 

Vaughan Road, Va. Skirmish on, Ang. 22, 1864. Communication from David 

McM. Gregg 408 

Venable, Andrew R., jr. Mentioned 1171, 1276, 1309 


Venable, Charles S. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Bohert E. Lee. 

Vermont Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light— 8flffer/es : 3d, 547, 570, 597, 612, 1129. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st, 1125. 

Infantry — Regiments: 9th, 500, 624,793,794,813; 17th, 617, 

Vezin, Henry A. Correspondence with Henry L. Ahhot 537 

Villepigue, James J. Mentioned 1248 

Vincent, Thomas M. For correspondence as A, A. G., see AdJutanUO-eneraVa 
Office, U. S. A. 

Virginia, C. S. S. Mentioned 699 

Virginia. Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., established in 1151 


Formerly Mendell’a. 
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Virginia, Eastern Shore of. Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


Butler, Benjamin F 33 

Strong, Joseph W 44-1 

Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1206 

Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.) 


Artillery, Heavy — Battalions : 10th, 629. Batteries : Neblett, 1228. 
Artillery, Light — Batteries: Albermarle, 1222, 1245; Alleghany,. 1221; 
Amherst, 1221; Ashland, 1220; Bedford, 1220; Blount^s, 1167, 1207, 
1227,1244; Brooke, 1191,1222,1245; Chamberlayne’s,’‘ 1183,1184,1220; 
Charlottesville, 1221; Clutter’s,t 1221; Courtney, 1221; Danville, 
1221; ElletFs, 1221; Fauquier, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; Fluvanna, 1221; 
Fredericksburg, 1221; Hampden, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; King William, 
1221; Lee, 1221; Letcher, 1221; Lewis’, 1186, 1221, 1245 ; McGregor’s, 
881,1311; Martin’s, 1167,1207,1220, 1227, 1244; Moore’s, 1221; Morris, 
1221; Nelson, 1220; Norfolk Blues, 1221; Orange, 1221; Otey, 1220; 
Parker’s, 1220; Pegram’s, 1167,1207,1227,1244; Petersburg, 1228, 1311 ; 
Powhatan, 1221; Purcell, 1221; Richmond Fayette, 1167, 1207, 1227, 
1244; Richmond Howitzers (Companies), 1st, 1220; 2d, 3d, 1221; 
Ringgold, 1220; Rockbridge, 1168, 1173, 1221; Rockbridge No. 2, 1221; 
Salem, 1221; Southside, 1228; Stafford, 1221; Staunton, 1221; Staun- 
ton Hill, 1226; Sturdivant’s, 1167,1207, 1227, 1244; Taylor’s, 1220; 
Wright’s, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; Young’s, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244, 1263. 
Cavalry — Battalions: 1st Local Defense, 1213; 35th, 1219. Regiments: 
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 1219; 5th, 696,1219; 6th, 1219; 7th, 262,856, 859,876, 
1219; 9th, 785,1011,1220,1310; 10th, 141, 143, 147, 785, 801, 1220, 1310; 
llti, 12th, 1219; 13th, 785,1220,1310; 15th, 1219,1279; 24th, 521,766, 
1083. 

Infantry — Battalions : 1st Local Defense, 629 ; 1st Reserves, 1237-1239 ; 
3d (Hoodis Operatives), 1225, 1244, 1267, 1268 ; 3d Reserves, 1268; 4th 
Local Defense, 629, 1143; 5 th Local Defense, 629 ; 6th Local Defense, 
629 ; 22d,1219, 1309 ; 25th, 240, 556, 601, 630, 766, 914, 1083, 1213, 1238, 1266; 
44th, 1225, 1244, 1266, 1268 ; Archer’s Reserves, 1225, 1267 Companies : 
Hobson’s Militia, 1244, 1267, 1268. Regiments : 1st, 1168, 1214; 1st Re- 
serves, 629, 1213, 1266, 1268; 1st State Militia Reserves, 1238 ; 2d, 
1216; 2d State Mdlitia Reserves,! 159,629, 1238 ; 3d, 1168, 1214, 1291; 
3d Local Defend Troops, 1270; 4th, 5th, 1216; 6th, 169, 266, 296, 297, 
833, 1050, 1056, 1066, 1079, 1217, 1306 ; 7th, 1168, 1214; 8th, 522, 1168, 1214; 
9th, 766, 832, 1168, 1214; 10th, 232, 1216; 11th, 699, 1168, 1214; 12th, 
1066, 1217, 1306; 13 th, 1216; 14th, 1168, 1214; 15th, 1168, 1214, 1292; 
16th, 758,806,1217,1306; 17th, 1168,1214; 18th, 893,1168, 1214; 19th, 
1168,1214; 21st, 1216; 22d, 1273; 23d, 1216; 24th, 477, 522, 699, 1168, 
1214; 25th, 1216, 1252; 26th, 1166, 1227, 1311; 27th, 1216; 28th, 29th, 
1168, 1214; 30th, 832, 1168, 1214 ; 31st, 1216; 32d, 350, 699, 1168, 1214; 
33d, 1216; 34th, 899, 1166, 1225, 1227, 1245, 1267, 1311; 37th, 1216; 38th, 
1168,1214; 40th, 1219, 1273, 1274, 1309 ; 41st, 475, 476, 1217, 1306 ; 42d, 
44th, 1216; 46th, 854-856, 881, 913, 1050, 1166, 1227, 1311 ; 47th, 1219, 1273, 
1309; 48th, 49th, 50th, 52d, 1216; 53d, 543, 1168, 1214; 54th, 1252; 
55th, 1219, 1273, 1309; 56th, 57th. 1168, 1214; 58th, 1216; 59th, 965, 
1166, 1227, 1311 ; 61st, 169, 212, 1217, 1306. 

Miscellaneous— Richmond City Home Guards, 746, 749. 


'"Fonnerly Davidson’s, 
t Formerly M. Johnson’s, 
t Also called 19th Militia. 
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Virgliiia Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 

infantry — Companies : 1st, 623. 

Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union.) 

Harland, Edward, assumes temporary command ofJ)istrict of North Caro- 
lina 

Orders, General, series 1864— : No. 95, 350. Harland: No. 64, 793. 
Orders, Special, series 1864 — Butler : No. 212, 50; No. 217, 100; No. 224, 

234; No. 264, 1025. Harland: No. 137, 793; No, 139, 813. 

Palmer :TSlo. 124, 589. 

For other Orders. seeJamee, Army of the. 

Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 

Aug. 31, 1864 618-624 

Sept. 30, 1864 1150 

Upham, Charles L., assigned to temporary command of Suh-District of 

New Berne 793 

Vogdes, Israel. 

Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F 84 

Shepley, George F 934 

Mentioned - 100,623 

Vogler, Julius R. Mentioned 1249 

Voris, Alvin C. 

Assignment to command 812 

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 755, 

756, 765, 792, 803, 850, 872, 895, 906, 928, 962 

Mentioned - 019, 812, 850, 1005 

Vosper, Richard. Mentioned 617 

Waddell, James D. Mentioned 159 

Waddy, JohnR. Mentioned 1237 

Wade, Robert. Mentioned 1156 

Wadsworth, James S. Mentioned 750, 751 

Waggaman, Eugene. Mentioned 1216 

Wainwright, Charles S. 

Correspondence with Gonvemeur K. Warren 453 

Mentioned 201, 22^ 616, 666, 824, 1021, 1075 

Walcott, Aaron P. Mentioned 616 

Wales, John P. Mentioned 615 

Walke, Richard. Mentioned 1309 

Walker [?], General. Mentioned 246 

Walker, David N. Mentioned 1220 

Walker, Edward J. Mentioned 1217 

Walker, Francis A. Mentioned 184, 448, 526, 662, 887 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Winfield S. Hancock. 

Walker, Henry H. Mentioned 54, 303, 318, 327, 1189, 1219, 1273, 1284, 1309 

Walker, James A. 

Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1251 

Mentioned 1191, 1268 

Walker, Joseph. (Colonel.) Mentioned 159,1215 

Walker, Joseph. (Major.) Mentioned 464 

Walker, R. Lindsay. 

Correspondence with 

Baldwin, Briscoe G 1205 

Cutts, Allen S 1205 

Pendleton, William N 1168, 1184, 1195, 1208 

Mentioned 79, 1185, 1186, 1191, 1206, 1214, 122i, 1243, 1309 
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Walkup, Samuel H. Mentioned 1218 

Wallace, Lew. Mentioned 892, 905, 117^^ 

Wallace, Thomas P. Mentioned 124V 

Wallace, William H. Mentioned 1232 

Waller, Thomas. Mentioned 1310 

Walrath, Ezra L. Mentioned 237 

Walsh, Edward D. Mentioned 1226 

Walsh, James W. Mentioned 611 

Ward, Giles P., jr. Mentioned 590, 731 

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Mdward Harland. 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 1197, 1233, 1239, 1240 

Beauregard, G. T 1279 

Bragg, Braxton 1179,1233 

Engineer Department, C. S.A 1257 

Gihhoney, Rohert 1151 

Harrison, William B 1151 

Hood, John B 705 

Huhard, E.W 1151 

Lay, George W 1261 

Lee, Robert E 1167, 1169, 1170, 1175, 1180-1182, 1185, 1194, 1199, 1200, 

1203, 1245, 1256, 1260, 1269, 1282, 1290, 1292, 1295, 1297, 1298, 1301, 1306 

Navy Department, C. S 1282, 1290, 1295 

Pemberton, John C 1164 

Whiting, WiUiam H. C 1236, 1240, 1257 

War Department, XT. S. Correspondence with 

Butler, Benjamin F 33, 47, 68, 82, 779, 790, 948, 959, 973, 1044 

Grant, U. S Ill, 291, 465, 624, 674, 756, 783, 794, 804, 815, 1045, 1117 

Meade, George G 769 

Ord, Edward 0. C 716 

Palmer, Inn is N 123 

Wardrop, David W. 

Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer 590 

Mentioned 623 

Waring, J. Pred. Mentioned 1219, 1310 

Warner, Clement E. Mentioned 613 

Warren, Edward T. H. Mentioned 1216 

Warren, Gouvemeur K. 

Correspondence with 

Ayres, Romeyn B 202,277, 

311, 312, 344, 345, 370, 371, 403, 433, 453, 492, 532, 546, 641, 725, 845, 866, 1021 

Bartlett, Joseph J 43, 91 

Baxter, Henry 834 

Bragg, Edward S 433, 454 

Clark, Thomas R 29 

Clarke, George J 450, 531, 546, 559, 944, 1134, 1135 

Crawford, Samuel W 9, 79, 101, 125, 277, 278, 311, 313- 

315, 433, 454, 491, 493, 546, 603, 641, 666, 824, 845, 866, 1056, 1075, 1135, 1136 

Cutler, Lysander 58, 346, 373 

Davis, Charles L 545, 546, 639, 667, 834, 835, 865, 890, 1102 
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